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Y·izkor 5743 "Pandora's • Box" 

by Rabb~ · Albert Friedlander 

The moments after Yizkor, before Neila, possess a· quietness and sacred beauty 
~hich e·nters our lives now. We are touched by holiness. We are at peace. Until now, 
we have been. concerned with ourselves, with the sins, trespasses, failures and betrayals 

• of daily life. Torn apart by them, diminished, discouraged, totally aware of our weakness 

and our flaws, we have moved from understanding towards resignation. Throughout the 

day, we tried to strive toward~ repentance. but can repentan~e be commanded? Can 
it be · practised? Can we exorcise the darkness we have evoked solely through words 

of prayer? we have opened a door to memory, and evil storms upon us as though we 
had opened Pandor's Box. The old anger flares up again; the shame, the bitterness. 
Would it not be better to forget the past, to lock up all those memories, in a box, to 
throw away the key? 

No: the meaning and purpose of this day is precisely this task of opening the 

door to that past, of accepting the reality of evil in the world. The legend of Pandora 
stresses the fact that evil comes into the world through our actions - and, in the end, 

it reminds us that hope enters life the same way. evil enters through us - this day 
we opened the door to our inner self. The 'Black Beast' seen by the poet emerged 

through that door - and the world about us was damaged and burnt through our actions . 
On this day of repentance we acknowledge it. We cannot undo the harm. But we can 
learn; and we can change. On this day, also, hope entered our life. We did not only 

remember the evil. We also remember the good. 

Yizkor collects our memories of love and turns them into constelJations of hope. 
At the bottom of Pandora's Box, behind the distorted, dark shapes of actions we wanted 
to forget, we come to the glowing memories or love which filled our lives, protected 
us, guarded us, which crowned each day with loving kindness. We think of the past 

year, and of the years beyond that year: of parents, teachers, friends and fam·ily who 
are no longer with us and yet are with us more than so many whom we may encounter 
in the year ahead. We do not know for certain whether our acts or betrayal in the 
bygone year will be forgotten of forgiven in this world - but we do know that the 
shadows vanish in the presence of those we love, who have loved us, whose memory 
still blesses us. We are still their children, brothers, friends, no matter how many 
years have come between us and them . 
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Yizkor 5743 Pandora's Box 

On this day, we remember. 

On this day, we hope. 

On this ·day, we know that their love accompanies us on the journey towards the 

morning, towards our fellow human beings. 

A segment of a poem by Yehuda Amichai captures this mood for us: 

During the day I walk about, 
The Ten Commandments on my lips 
like an old song $Omeone is hum ming to himself. 

Oh, touch me, touch me, you good woman! 
This is not a scar you feel under my shirt! 
It is a letter· of recommendation . folded, 
from my father: . 
"He is still a good boy and full of love." 

I remember my father waking me up 
for early prayers. He djd it caressing 
my forehead, not tearing the blanket away. 

• Since then I love him . even more. 
And because · of this 
let him be woken up 
gently and with love 
on the • · Oay of Resurrection. 

There is so much we · remember, so much which we do not want to forget. We 

reflect so much of our parents in our lives: e.ven in our rebellion - particularly in our 
. . 

rebellion. And, where death separated us from them after they had achieved length 

of days and fulfillment, we think of them with gentleness and gratitude. Where death 

came suddenly, a sudden cutting of the cord of life which removed from us husband 

or wife, sister or child, we still feel anger and bitter grief. Yet our memories are 

not dark or evil. ·The lives which are ended are seen by us in their completeness, in 

their goodness. Flaws are forgotten, must be forgotten. It is the blessings which 

remain, the letters of recommendation we carry about with us. They speak to u~ of 

goodness and love, the contents of their lives. But they also rem ind us that WE are 

good, that WE can · love. 

n. 

We carry these letters around with us, and they are not easily forgotten. But 

there are other letters we possess: letters we have not read, letters which we have 

never opened. Some will remain sealed forever. Our Yizkor service carries within 
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Yizkor 5743 Pandora's Box 

itself the memory of the Six Million murdered in the Holocaust. Our candles burn for 

them. Our prayers surround them so that their memori~s, too, may abide among us as 

a blessing. And it is this conscious knowledge of brutality in the world which also 

brings the massacre of Beirut into the fullness of our prayers . . We care. We think · of 

the victims. We think of the survivors. And we know that a great task of reconciliation 

has been pla~ed upon us, once the emotional scenes and wild accusations have given 

way to the true knowledge of the events . . 

J'here was a prophet once who prayed for the destruction of Israel's enemies. 

He had carried a. letter from God about with him, and. he delivered it into the stronghold 

of the ~nemy - for did it not announce the doom of those who had committed crimes 
. . 
·against humanity? Johah had gone to Niniveh, and had tolq them that God would s~ay 

. the · Assyrians for their sins. It is a dangerous thing to carry that kind of letter into 

the world. Jonah had been afraid, at first. He had tried to run away, to avoid his 

responsibility; and he had suffered for it. II) the end, he identified himself to the 

sailors: Ivri anochi!" "I am a Hebrew!" and he took the consequence of that declaration 

into the dangerous events which then followed. 

• We also make that declaration. We also accept that consequence for ourselves. 

We declare to the world that "We are Jews!" - and accept that consequence for 

ourselves. We are God's postmen: carrying messages the world does not want to hear, 

proclaiming teachings that are not acceptable to many. And then, once in a while, 

the fate of Jonah befalls us. We stand before a community and proclaim the law of 

God - but our life does not seem to give full evidence of that teaching. Jonah sat on a 

hill overlooking the city of Niniveh, and prayed for its destruction. But the people 

had atoned. They had shown repentance, had turned away from evil, and had been 

forgiven. The Book of Jonah is far more a book about the people of Niniveh than a 

book about a reluctant prophet. It also tells Pandora's story: of evil brought into 

human life to the fullest extent, of hope emerging at the end as a people realizes that 

it can break away from evil. Most of the time we fail to realize that we are listening 

to the story of the people of Niniveh, and not of Jonah. On the Day of Repentance, 

we are to learn that return is always possible, that a people and that individuals can 

always turn and reconstruct their world, that hope is a doorway to a better reality. 

Perhaps, on this day, we can be forgiven if we stay more with Jonah. It is his story, 

the story of a prophet who did not live up to his teachings, which touches us more closely. 

"I am a Hebrew!" he said with pride; and the sailors were impressed. The people 

of Niniveh were less .impressed: was this vengeful figure to teach morality to them? 

"We are Jews!" we can and should say with pride - even today, particularly today. The 
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teachings have not changed. Those letters from God we carry about in the world: 

commandments enjoining us not to kill, steal or lie, to honour parents, to love our 

neighbours as ourself - these still endure and will endure. 

We can and will take these messages to all of the world. To the murderers of 

the camps, to the Christians who have betrayed their Christianity, we will say: 

"Thou shalt not kill!" 

To those in the world community who look for scapegoats, who forget about the 

killers because they revel in an older hate and would rather brand Jews murderers than 

recog·nize the mark of Cain upon the neighbour, we will say: "Thou shalt not go about 

the land as a false tale bearer." And if need be, once the truth is established, we shall 

say to our own community: "Thou shalt not stand idly by the blood of your neighbour!" 

The people of Israel, in the land of Israel, live by that knowledge. When over a hundred 

thousand Israelis fill the streets and proclaim their concern, demand a full investigation, 

demand an end to war - they are a community to be loved and respected. What other 

country in the Middle east - what other country in the world would bring so many 

citizens into the streets to mourn the enemy, to challenge its own leaders who have 

gone astray? Let the truth be known; and let justice be done. And let us continue to 

be proud of qur tradition and of our people. 

It is to be assumed that Jonah repented, although the text ends at that point. 

But then, the Bible is very much a mirror of life: its stories are incomplete in the 

text because they fulfill themselves in the days which follow. For us, too, the story 

remains incomplete. Living in the context of a community which accepts repsonsibility, 

we will have to take the burden of Beirut upon ourselves. It is not only the Christians --------
who are guilty. There is a sense in which we are all guilty. A world which continues ---
to engage in war, which rejects diploma~y and compromise in favour of force, will not 

be the world in which the dreams and hopes of our. ancestors are realized. The letters 

of the. Bible will continue to be suppressed in such a world - and the hopes our parents 

had for us will never be realized fully. In Israel, and in all places of the world where 

Je.ws congregate to open the letters from God on this day of days, we will strive to 

follow the instructions, wherever they will lead . . Neila, the time of the closing of the 

gates, is almost upon us. We must walk through the doors of hope before they close. 

Ill. 

Traditions differ about the Box of Pandora. Some say that hope was the last 

thing to emerge from that Box, after the evils. Others say that Hope remains locked 
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Yizkor 5743 Pandora's Box 

inside, that the box is still there to be opened. In Judaism, there is no question. We 
have been given hope; for ourselves, and for the world. 

(Micah 4) 
< 

In the end of days it shall come to pass, 
That the mountain of the Lord's house shall be -established at the top or 

the mountains 
And it shall be exalted above· the hills; 
And peoples shall now un_to it. 
And many nations shall go and say: · 

• Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the · Lord, 
And to the house of the God of Jacob; 
And He will teach us of His ways, . 
And we will walk in His paths; 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, . 

• And the word of the. Lord from Jerusalem. 
And He shall judge between many peoples, 
And shall decide concerning mighty nations afar off; 
And .they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
And the•ir spears into pruning hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
Neither shall they learn war any more. _ 
But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig-tree; 
And none shall make them afraid; 
For the mouth of the Lord of Hosts has spoken. 

For let all the peoples walk each one in the name of its God, 
And we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever . 

••••••••••• 
. In the end of days it will come · to pass .... 

let him be woken up/gently and with love/on the Day of 
Resurrection 

We hope that the world will be united as · a loving company. We hope that we 
will be re-united with those we love. We hope that swords will become plowshares. 
We hope that nations will forget to wage war. Into that hope we place the memories 
which throng about us at this time, memories of those we loved who remain within 
our lives; memories of the Six Million, of the Six Hundred - of all those who need to 

be remembered and have no one to light the candles for them. They have us. 

And the world possesses its Jews. Let it cherish us; not for being better than 
the rest; not for being incapable of destruction, of evil - but let the world cherish us 
as those who remember the teachings of hope and justice and as those who carry them 
to all parts or the world: to Niniveh and Jerusalem, to Paris and Brussels, Beirut annd 
New York. Somehow, acknowledging our flaws, we shall carry on, past the gates of 
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Neilah, into the world which will one day be established upon the top of the mountain 
of God: a world of compassion, a world of justice. 

For "we have promises to keep, and miles to go before we sleep .... 
and miles to go before we sleep." 

AMEN 
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Rabbis Here~ 

~ 
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ivided Over 
roe I's Begin 
A OL YN SHOl LDERS 

L rr of the ~a!-ihvillc J w-
bh community are \·ch cmf'ntly 
d iv idcd in their opi n it ns of lsr ae• 
li Prime !\linister !vlr•nachem Be
gin. according to statements 
rr. a,· r during Yom Kippur ser
v icf..'!i Y('~t,~rday. 

Rahhi Handall F'1lk expressed 
his oppo.:, i tion to Begin. whom he 
~c3 id · · 1~ not a m :1n f peace," 
~ h1le Rabbi Zalman l. P osner 
sa id c0ndemnations of Begin's 
~o ' t1rnmc;1t arc "hypocritica l. " 

··1 SEE NO reason to remain si
lent." Fa lk told en grrgation 
m mhL·rs at The Temple, 5015 
Harding Road. 

''There is evrry rr a. on to sup
port courageous Jew~ of Israel in 
opposition to Begin, whom I have 
fl a red and oppo e<i since the day 
of his t>lection. 

''lie is neither a man of peace, 
nor one who can und erstand and 
~Pc the necessity of regarding ls• 
rael as part of a world brother
hood desperately searching for • 
pca(·c." • 

Falk <>xpressed support for Is
raeli editors who have called for 
Begin 's resignation and who con• 
demned the Isra eli army's role in 
"permitting a massacre in [Pal• 

, <'stinian refugee] camps." 

IN CONTRAST to Falk's state-
• mcnts, Rabbi Posner told the 

congregation at Shcrith Israel 
: Synagogue. 3600 \Vest End Ave., 

that the international criticism 
1 

of hr ael 's role in the Beirut mas-.. 
sac-re df monstr ates the hypocri• 

' 1 
sy of W{, ld governments. 

"The hypocrisy is that the 
world stands by with indiffer

i ence when thousands of Arabs 
l arc murdered, and the world's 
-. conscience suddenly comes alive 

(Turn to Page 4, Column 3J 
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Ha bbi Zahuan I. Posner 
Attacks u;orld' .· "hypocrisy " 

Rabbi Randall Falk 
" No reason fO remain ilent " 

Jewish Leaders Here 
Divided Over Begin 

(fontinutd From Pagfl Ont) 

' when Israel is involved - even if 
Israelis did not pull the 
triggers,,. Posner said. 

, .. \Vhy don't they cherish L~ba· 
l nese life when killed by Syrians 
- or anyone else? Are their li~es 

valuable only when J ews are 1n-

; volved?" 
1 Ile said he- doe~ not support the 

Israeli opposition to Begin, nor 
L does he think Begin should be 

"put to trial on television or in 
, thl' ne:>w papers.·· 

AT THE conservative West 
End Synagogue, 3814 \Vest End 
Ave., Libby Wcrlhan, a board 
member, told congregation 
members American Jews must 
continue to give support to the 
lsr aeli people. 

She did not make statements 
about Regin and told a reporter, 
.. It's very inappropriate to criti• 
cize Begin when we don't know 
all the facts [about the Beirut 
massacre.] 

"I think the Jewish people are 
one people, and it's very import• 
ant that there is solidarity in a 
time of great pain," Werthan 
said . 

\Vest End Synagogue members 
were urged to write members of 
the Tennessee congressional del• 
egation to urge support for Isra• 
el, and particularly for U.S. fi
nancial aid to guarantee the mu• 
tual security of U.S. and IsraeU 
interests in the Middle East. 

FALK SAID he supports the 
400 000 lsrat'lls who mMrched In 
Tel' Aviv to protest against the 
government or Begin and De• 
fense ~•linister Ariel Sharon. 

"All of this is democracy at its 
best and we must not abdicate 
our ' own democratic right to 

speak out honestly in this hour," 
he said. . 

While opposing the Begin
Sharon government, however, it 
is necessary to continue to sup
port the Israeli p~opl

1
~ "wit~ eve

ry fiber of our being, he said. 
Falk said the massacre has not 

turned away friends of the Jews, 
but that anti-Semites "have sim
ply found another excuse to hate 
us and our brothers in the Middl~ 
East. 

"ISRAEL DID NOT create new 
anti-Semites - only gave new 
excuses to the old ones and it 
brings them out into the open 
once again," he said . 

"\Ve cannot minimize the se
rious danger from those who will 
use IsraePs n1 istake in Lebanon 
as an excuse to launch new ter
rorist attacks against Jews all 
over the world.,. 

• 



:Los Angeles Today 
Vol. 1 o, No. 18-Through October 21 , 1982 Part II 

Quotes From the Pulpit 
(It !Ml a IIU/k,llt Yo111 Klpp11r for So1111t,rn Culi

forrda'1 fflblH11eu 011d t:0111,.01111. n. topic o/tli, day 
...., 1101 010111111 for 011,'1 l,ulli,ld11ol 1in1, bMt com
prwlw,ul/111 tit• qf,cu Q/ tit, B,ir,,t Mo11acr, on Israel 
ollll IM Dkupora Tll,rw w,,w dilf,r,111 opproach'I as 
1Cobbl11polc, 1011t,irco111,,.otlon1/rom their p11/pits. 
ra1t1i"I _fro,,. IM 111pport Q/ Bqin and hi, 110 wrn men t 
111 oil co,, 111 coll, for a,.111•, n1'61t0tio,a. 

111 tit, pora1raplt, /ollowl111, w, arr 11ivin1 011r 
,_,,, o ,:lu,11,:, to obtai11 o cro,~i,,:11011 of rabbinical 
11/#w Q/ tltl1 ",:mis") 

Rabbi lloehe J. Rothblum, Adet Ari El, 
(ConNrvetlvel, N. Hollywood: 

"Critic• accUNCI Israel o/ waltln1 for 1n ucuse 10 go 
IIIIO Lebeaa.-dlat lbe wboN tlailll wu an operation 
diet o.t .... Mlnlater Sharon and Oeneral Eitan had 
bN• •Id• oa for month&." 

"No doubt !here 11 aome tnatll to the allegations; bu1 I 
mllll tall,-. dial It wa1 -lbin1 that no one in power 
had tried to hide. .. 

" ..... WU qlllte o,en aboul IL Ht 11id that Israel 
-ad DOI tollr• bavlna lta aorthem town shelled" 

"He uAd dlal hrael woul DOI tolerate having i11 
dtplamt':: ....-1 lllfta&Ned oc: .._,. . 

"Yoa ... Uy IUIIY ddllp aboul'leal ..... and believe 
me, In lll'NI -,,oat do .. -but Oft Ofte thing even his 

~w~ _,. .. . 
' .. P• eUllipls ...,.., oppcmdoa IO lerritorial com-

..-.. oa .._ W•t Ball ..,.. becll to the foundina of 
1111..- Por 111111 It bu alwa11 bNa Judea and SamariL" 

"And tlloup many believe that 1uch a view i1 
clalrunenlal to a ,--flal IOllllioa o/ tbe 1llua1ion. even 
die)' ... adlalt &bat Bep■ w been couittenl in his 
plllloaoplllc:11 ..._ bl .. 111 k u bl NII It-and deCend1 
1111 .. ,lcdou oowqaoualy. ud dl■N.,. qualities that 
- 10 lie a..-. I■ ■101C o/ toda,'1 world le■dera." 

"WMII di■ bnall Air P- bepa bombing In 
ua..., le m■lladoa ro, Illa ■--,ton Araov' • lire. 
dl■ PL0,11,a1 llldby ■llelllaadle ■orda. Thia took place 
........... 

~Oa ..... ,. J .. the 6111, cal~upa bcaan and hrael 
laulllecS opendo■ 'Peace for OalllN'." 

•• la a-■ day die mood o/ tbe country chan1ed The 

fllllbl le■lell Zoldln. 
c:arefrN, IOIMdmH arrosant l1raell, blcam• quiet anJ ............ 

"TIie load, roclt-llke mualc on the radio wu replai:eJ 
wllb q11lel a..11 .. ol toldlera lea•lna bom-aomc never 
loNCW11,'• 

"A --■ o/lad■e110Yerc-tbl_,.1ry- bu1 •1,o 11 

■-No/ .... luU--o/ quiet rNOIYI to du wh•I h•J 
to be ...._.., ucrilloe wlla•"' wu f'9Clulnd. •• 

"I tbl■lldl■ ..,._t lblnp loclul widl durin1 the war 
_ ....._llle...uadillordonadlat"n lhown lathe United ......... ~ ........ . 

"~,. ....... our ..,._our fWJ-wh.a we 1■1 
la _,,...._ .,.. In J.,....__ud nw on hraeli 

,. UFt i n -■-beiaa 1howll OIi Du Jlalblr or ABC." 

"And make no mistake about it Oi1tortlon1, half
trutha, telling things out of contut 11 lyin1," 

"The irre1pon1ibility of accepting 1talistic1 fuml1hed 
by the Red Crcsi:ent-an organization directed by 
Ya11er Arafat' s brother-was deceitful" 

"Showing Araf111 kissing babies but not reporting how 
PLO terrorills threw children in front of Israeli tanb
waa deceitful" 

"filming buildinp blown up by PLO murdereri 
durin1 the eipt years before hracl entered the area, and 
p,in1 the impreuion chat 1hi1 was the wort of indi• 
criminate Israeli bombinr-wa1 deceitful" 

"Accu1ing hrael of de1troying hospital, and old ap 
home• without blaming the PLO for purpo1ely actting up 
their uniu and storing their ammunition lhere-waa 
deceitful" 

"Labelina Israel •• an inndcr without dolaa the nme 
for the PLO-despite t11limony from the Lebane,e who 
were terrorized by Arafat and company, from the 
Lcbaneae who 1hrew Oowen at the Israeli libcratora-
waa deceitful" 

"Indeed, aceina the whole situation iD black and 
whlt.-the inability lo ICC the grey-the aC:CUHtiOIII ol 
laracli iftMnaitivity- of. ' Whal happened to die larael 
WI all knew and lond'?-made Ill Wlllll to..., our laalr 

keeping silent when we 
feel the Israeli government 

has made a mistake. " 
-Rabbi Moshe J. Rothblum 

ou.,_to Ill\ our ,olt11 and acnam out 'How dare die 
pn11 ""' u proHCutor. jucta, aac1 JvJ'! .. 

"Wu lbl1 dooe dtllberatoly'? I don't dunk IO. 
Ctrtahily not in thl 11n11 o/ lllldla peoplt 1ebtmiaa to 
'do a job' on the lsraeliL .. 

"rm awue that the nature of televlaloa l1 to dial In 
1up,rflclalltiet- to look for 1euationali1m. .. 

"rm alao aware that larael eqjoytd for many y11ra a 
'moat-fa¥ored 11atu1' in lbe media; and nen during the 
war there were many artic les that were ( forgi¥e the 
upre11ion) 'evenhanded' and fair." 

·• But on the other hand, people that I re1pect have alao 
told me that many front line reponen hold Begin and 
Sharon in i:ontempt- are put off by what they perceived 
~ 1he selr-righ1eou1 arropnce coming out of brae~ and 
therefore, secretly delight in coming down hard on the 
government. whenever they can." 

"Fi rat of all, we who are sitting here in America. mu1t 
be very careful how we criticize Israel" 

"We can talk among ounelvn; we c:an 1rJ to ialluence 
and lobby behind the 1c1111L But critical adl in the New 
York Tim11 are llclrimcntal" 

"I( we disagree with th• aovemment we 1hould 
communicate with Be&ln. with Sbaroa. with J,wlab 
leaden In Israel and America upre11in1 our ,lew, oa 
1111 l11111." 

"I don't advocate living the laraali IC)Yemm,at a 
blank check." 

.. I don't ad\lOC:IIC agreeing with IYtrything the laraali 
10ftrnment doea." 

"I don't believe in kHpln11ilent wlltn w1 fHI the 
laratll IO'ternmen1 ha• made a ml1take." 

"But w, mu1t be car1ful not lo 1treaatb■n die bandl o/ 
our 1neml1a. who make DO dl1dnctloa between Illa 
IOftfflNDt and lhe people .. . o/ oor enemie• wllo 
wouldn't hl1itall to flnlab Whal Hider ltartocl" 

' 

"(And like la tbeJO'a. die re1toflhe world, fmalr■ld, 
would do nodllaa to atop tbem.)" 

"For &be problem 11 that wllan It com11 to llrael, DO 
one play, by thl rulea." 

"There's a doublt 1Wlda~ud If you don'I belilY• 

Rabbi M■Mn Sugarman. 

ii, then yoi/re ftrJ nal•e." 
"Do,---,y ddllk dial die United Sta.., would 

be 1ilent If Mnloo abelled bordtr town■ la TeUI? .. 
.. And wb■t o/ die IIJPOCridcal Brtdall, la die P• 

. l.-?Blpldlowlld_...,...,_ .. lrbclrdea-Clllly -
1500 cMllMI le di■ wllolt .,._,_I....., ....... 
in¥ulon or incredible power- and at the aame ti- had 

• 
pnuot liar delir9 to......_ ■lie wtll do what Ille•--
And we J1w1 In America mut do what we ou to a..1,
and DOI doanytbbq dial would Nlult •• btrdtatncdo& .. 

llebbl J■oob Pr ... m■n. Temple Beth Am. 
(ConNrv■tlv■t Loe An .. le■: 

"AU o/ lllil ruaa die quadoa, "wby'? .. Wll)' ll tbe 
propqaada maclliM o/ the P.LO. MCI the Arab World 
IO elfecti,e tbal aobodJ OU l'l■Mlllblr lbal , ...... IN 
lad SyrfUI ....... Oftl' OINI hundred dloaMd 
Lei, ..... ai■ce.1975 ad oaly alowtd down..._ Janel 
pn aoma help 10 die Cbrladu Lebl■IM! WIiy dael 
nollodJ ,........., &MC Syria aad 1111 , Paleld■IIN ' 
llij■cked a 00Ulllf7, IIDle ud blew up ,hi. JINIIIOIIJ, 
torronzld ill .. Nl'■mu• illlo UllpOleDOI! Wily doN 
nobody l'elllllllber llow 1111 PIINllni■• oelebnead ftl■ 
Sadal wu murdend7 WbJ doe• nobody r11111■hr 1lle 
muuc:n ofdla lll'IIU adllet■a at Mualch, tb1 clllldn■ o/ 
Mulot. and Klrial Sblmonab? Why couldn't die Pope 

(COlltilllld OIi ,... JMp) 
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(CMlla-',,.,,. ~ /IIIIIJ 
,......,_ ror OM day dial the ienorists usauinated 
Prnldlllt,elect 0 ... ,-1, bul poud with Araf11 on the 
•at clayf Aad wlly wllN Cllriatiu banda 1hed Mo~lem 
blood .,. Jen DOI oaly belna blamed, but blamina 
lhemNl...r 11 It only becaUM die wo,ld expeclll unique 
bellawior from Jewa, aad we llpect only the highest 
morality from OUINI.,.,? Let UI accept lhat culled 
Ra&ul. Ult II Pf0"8 upoa objecdve aad thorouch inquiry 

Aatlbl Allen L FrMhllng. 

that Jaraelll committed a trqic ■In of ommi sion or 
IIW!ludpmenc, tbea we muat beat our brea1t1 in h"nc,t 
NmorN ud bes the Almqbty ud tboM we wronged for 
rcq1 ........ . 

" ... OIi Yom gJppar I ooafNI tllat we are human and 
proM to .,.., to ~C. but J refuse 10 confess 
tbat ow hlDdl DOWUIIIY 1btd or c:auaed to shed human 
blood wt o1,......_ or pique, or 1adi1m. •· 

Rabbi lulah Zeldln, Stephan 8. WIH Temple 
(Reform) Loa Angelee: 

"Wbedllr It be tllat die lar..U. let tbe Christian militia 

Rabbi Jacob M. Ott 

Rabbi Marvin Sugarman, Shaarey Zedek 
Congregath>n, (Orthodox) North Hollywood: 

"Realizin1 that on thi1 day heavenly judament is 
I.akin& place for all humanity, J find it incredible that 
there are Rllobi1, Jewish leaden and Jew■ or all walkl or' 
life .,ho have prejudaed and found auilty the State or 
brael for the recent muaacrea in BeiruL" 

"At • time when they should be worryina about their 
own fate and confe11in1 their sins and tran11re11ion1 
these people instead are lendina their voice, to the hoanc 
condemnation of Israeli action or inaction in Leb.
non- without k.nowin1 the true factl in the mauer." 

Rabbi Allen I. Freehllng, University 
Synagogue, (Reform), Lo• Angele•: 

"brae I' 1 relationships with other nations couldn't be 
wor11e: a. It has minimal rapport with Eaypc, which put ita 

Indeed, - llave no& lo&l iL A poat-Vl.tnaa America 
feell aad ftaUy lllldentud wllat l1rael i. aoial thftMllh. 
TIie Kennedy■ and Jacbon■ aad Weicun, ud Indeed 
Pre11dent Raapn. will coad11111 to 1tand at 1araer. ud 
our 1idt. TboM who tn&ly •hare our vi1ion will not turn 
qainat UL Their question, too are a meutue of their 
support" 

Rabbi Ell lchochet, Congregation Beth 
KodHh, (Coneervatlve), Canoga Pef'tc 

"The fact of the mauer ia, war i1 alway, dirty, war i1 
alway, deatnac:live, but die llraeli army remalna unique 
in inaillina on the principal of TO HAR HANESHEK 
. . . that mea,u • purity of arm1', or • ethic• of wa,, to 
avoid, u much u pouible, the hannina of civillan1." 

"That ii wlly aeveral buadred llraeli ■oldien lie dead 
. . . becauae Ieniel refuaed to do 1aturated bombina 
becau1e l1niel would delay attack.ini until ■he fint 
warned clvillP population• to leave ... " 

"But how often, if at all, WH THIS repor&ed to the 
American public?" 

" It wu oa die ba1i1 ol 1uch example■ that ( l1raeli 
Ambuaaclor) Moahe Aren1 concluded: • l ■rael hu been 
the victim ol a cunpalp ol vituperation and 1landtr of 
unprecednlld proportioa'." 

-

(

Rabbi Steven a. Jacob•, Temple JudN, 
(Reform), Tarzana, Callfornla: 

"There will be ao final peace until tbe Palatlalau 
have their place. The promile of 11ltdetennhladoa cu 
brina peace. Jarael itaelf inspired that in the Arab world. 
It al10 inapired a few other thlnp, in my opinion. Tllal la 
why the falae reportina from Lebanon WH predictable. A 
,ood pan of the world i1 PlfY with 111. Everywhere we 

dlnNlall tbelr llal■, or tbat tbeN wu a timo- lapse 
betwND tbe dmt tbat tbe I...U. fouad out about the 
~ ud tbe lUIII WMII tlllJ ftaally put a llop to it, 
llltr9 II IIOIM relpOllliblllty for tbe muaacre th11 took 
pl8N la tbe Paleatialu campa. We Jew1 throupou1 our 
lllltory bl" alway■ couidertd tllat the policeman was 
parUallJ Napouible ilbe allowed the propomchitas to 
come lato a Jewiab petto aad 1lau&hter the Jews there. 

"I find it incredible that there are Rabbis, Jewish leaden and 
Jews of all walks of life who have prejudged and found guilty 

the State of Israel for the recent massacres in Beirllt. " 

!HD la tbe put year or ao, whenever !here were 
boalbi!!p ud munlerl outaide ol 1ynqo1uea in Bru5-

___, • .,rw~,,W~;":~~ld~- - --•Ufellllilloa·tbe•-liaeta'I bleto.,::.:-= men cu be ~•t tbe 
.., •Y• from theae evsoLL" looli¥hly rcfu¥cd tu 1alu: 1111: initi111iv.:- 11f1er Camp 
-•lllll IIPllta ■aid ao, - lboulda't eaaaacrate I reel' s David-to 1oe if there could be a reconciliation with 

tlllp1blllay. 1111n II a dlffenaot betwNn mponsibility Jordall, Lebanoa, aad Syria-ita other immediate nel_. 
ad oaaplloJty. Compllcky II a marvellous Enalu,h bon. c. Now It 11 attempdn1 to play hardball with the • 
word. It reten to belna laYOlftd ill the event, either by Uniced State .... ica oaJy dependable friend. by Dever 
........ to plu It, or by eacourqiq it, or by reJo1cmi1 in beina willina to carefully consider any and all proposal• 
k. 1'1111,' u tbe la,ratdptloa tllat ii 1111e to take pluce which come from Wuhlnaton bec:auae of Menachem 
whllla tbe M&t few weeu will ,e,real, i1 not the case. No Boain's paranoia. He is convinced that all the world 11 
llneU Mad wlelclld tbe bite la tbe early hours of the ant..Semitic and we d1aa1ree! 
_., ■o daac ao aolM W011Jc1 be heard oucaide the C. Now conditions wonen u a re■ult of terrible erron 
CIIIIIR ad ao llraall IOldJer fired tbe ■bot that killed even tllat llave been commiu.d 1inca tha invuloa of Lebanon 
• ..... --. - w clalld ill the Pale11lnian on June 6th this summer. 
._., Alld ao llraall .Wtary Mk pluned or cooper• I • A mllllmal thNlt ... med to be approprlace. a. A 40 
il.d • Njolced la tbe muNCN. Oaly the ant► aemite Km. "aecurity belt" wu a proven need. b. RiddiDI the 
....,t aate tM cll■dacdoa between partial reapon- world of a alobal academy for murderers and a maHi\19 
IIIWt)' ad ooaplldty. TIM Loi Aqelel Time• in ill ar11nal for 1trrori1ta made 11nae. c. But, under Arik 
ldllodal pClliGJ ud la 1111 JQNPII Coand cartoon■ made Sharon, thlnp aot out of hand." 
• dlldllodoa betwNa ,-nial NlpOlllibility and active "D. The only 10lutlom that J coaalcllr euential are 
la90I I tDt ..• " these: I. The Be&in Oovemme11t 1bould re■ip or be 

Rebbl Gery I. Johneon, Temple Ner Tamld 
(ConNfftllNt 11ml Valier, 

"Perlaape wllatcll1turbe111JeW1 II that morality isonly 
... u tbe laeue wllN politic• 11 the real problenL" 

"If 'all dlOlt rwpauible' would be condemned it 
...ad be man aa 111111 ol -,.!ity aad lea• an iisue of 
polltlca. . 

"A• Bepa Hid: Cllrildau kJlled Palestinian~. Israel 
..,..,. to llaft permta.d tbe kllllap. but only Jews are 
llllmtcl" ~===== 

turned out of office by a Kne11et vote ol no c:onftdenc:c: 
Internal turmoil will become more than botbenome 
1hould thl1 not happen 1001L 2. That there 1bould be 
created a crisi1 coalition of all~ partie1 perhapt witb 
President ltzchak Navon aervina a, Prime Minl1ter." 

"Our loyalty to hrael doe1 not require u1 to be deaf 
and blind. To the contrary, because of our firm ,1 .. with 
Israel, our view, need to be heard. 

Reaardina 1uch criticl■m voiced in public, I diaaaree 
with those who contend that to 1peak out is traitorou1, 
that our comments only provide 1u1tenance for larael' 1 
enemie1. However, I certainly think that our word• 
ahould be carefully choaen and that we muat know all the 
factl before we ao public." 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Union of 
American Hebrew Congregation-. (Reform), 

• New York, New York: 
"To beain with. all thi1 was not the fault of an entire 

nation. but rather of a handful of people who were pilty 
of a arlevou1 error, of a mOD1trou1 ml~udamenL Thi• 11 
preclaely wily I pleadlcl with the Prime Mini1ter to 
initiate tbe call for a judicial review. HI• iDllial laabillty 
to do ■o implicated ••eryone In what WU llut 1111 
re1poulbility of a few." . . 

"I am ooalldea~ moreoNr. Illa& we will 1't Ible to 
rnla rcir Janel dae npport ol tbe ~ peopll. 

-Rabbi Marvin Sugarman 

hero in America. American, jlellerally ¥uppon l1rael 
They are juat lick .- tired ol III for awhile. They llaye 
their own tzuria, ud •• eftlJ opporUlllity, - oaly taltol 
our Holoca• So we arepttlaa llapped bani on tbe raoe 
now. It i1 not ut..Nmedc. TIie media ud our cidlNI 
react to Ml. Bqin ua,lly." 

" He 11 not only rialcl, but cau■tic, cantank1roua, and 
naly unappreciative of America' 1 role in aupport of 

L The media Interview• him and he 111plodN, while 
NmaiD calm. Let ua, in the American J1wi1b 
unity, uadentelld we oupt to be 1troa11r ud take 

It for awbll& We have aqered many. There are aon
Jewilb voiclN wbo do 1pelk for III In eloquent w1y1, 1uch 
u the critical editorial in the LA. Time■ thi1 WNtr.,on the. 
Pope'■ meedq with Arafat." 

Rabbi Jacob II. Ott, .. phardlo Temple . 
Tltereth ,.,.el, (ConNrvatlvet, Loe An .. lN: 

"lnumuclt u J did not deliver my Y om Klppur 
mnnae from a ....,...,_ teat, your readen will be 
deprived ol tbe tnaita o/ 19y 1111lua." 

"I am happy to Npon. bo-ver, tllat 111 re1poaae to my 
maaaap the dollar amount of l■rael Bonda purchued 
-• double the amount 1ubecrlbed to lut year. I need aot 
tell you that my aermon war upt,,,at and unambls-a In 
1uppor1 ol l1niel ucl at the same time contetnpCIIOIII of 
her detr " • 
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Rathi tiJ81'. L J. Mux 
COngxegaticmSOlel 
1301 Clavey R>ad 
Highlard Park, Ill. 60035 

Dear Bab: 

ttMlltm' 23, 1982 

.. 

• • 

~ you for the mat.arial. I a more interested 
in the baaia £ran whidl w devalq:,ed cur ideu . 
than to their cxmcll•ial. Do yoi in fact haw 
a 81elJIDl W1icb 101]d ~ these? With all 
good wiahea I remain 

SincedJy, 

Dllniel Jeremy Silver 



Rabbi Ncmnan D. Birah 
'l'alp1.e Betbllll 
8015 27th Ava., N.B. 
Seattle, WDab1ff:)txlll 98ll5 

Dear Rmnan: 

HDv111tJex' 23, 1982 

Yoor matarial is receiwm vi.th tbanka. I ap
pract ate ~ ldlJj 1J1 ea to llhare it with me. 

Sincer:ely, 

Daniel Jm:aay Silver 



Rabbi Isaiah Zeld:I n 
Step)en s. Wiae 'l'Eq>le 
15500 Sti!phen Wise Dr. 
IDs AB3eles, CA 90024 

Dear Shi: 

Rwarber 24, 1982 

. . ' 

Your material is reoeived with thanks. I ap
preciate yair williB]IJSSS to share it with me. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jersny Silver 

008:JII) 



JW:bi David Jenmy 2udter 
TEmp].eimam-El 
2100 Highland Ave. 
niDnir¥'Jhan, A1abana 35255 

Dear David: 

NcMlll>m' 29, 1982 

Yoor material is i:eoeived with thank.a. I ap
preci ate lQlr will.in3ne&s t.o share it with me. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jexaqy Silver 

OOS:mp 



Rathi Ramal.l M. Falk 
Qn.Jrtgatioo w stx>lan 
50151Im:du¥J M. 
Nashville, Tenn. 37205 

Dear Bal:dall: 

NoVElliler 29, 1982 

. . . 

Yair material is reoeiva! with thanks. I ap
preciate yrur willingness to share it with me. 

Sincerely, 

Dani.el crexany Silver 
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Rali:>i Janat.han A. Stein 
Ilrliana!X)lis l~ Qn]regat:lm 
6501 North Meridian Street 
Imianap:>lis, Imiana 46260 

Dear Jonathan: 

r 1, 1982 

Ycur mat.erlal is rereived with thanks. I ap
pred at.e ymr will~ to share it with me .. 

SiJx,e.rely, 

Daniel Jeiuny Silver 

IlJ'S:mp 



Ralbi Albert PlotJdn 
Tarple Beth Israel 
3310 ~rth lOtl1 Averue 
Plx>enix, Arizcma 85013 

Dear Al: 

2, 1982 

Your material. is received with thanks. I ap-
preciate yoox- will.in3ness to share it with me. . . 

Sizx:e.rely, 

Daniel Jerany Silver 

00'S:mp 



Rabbi Haskell M. Bernat 
Taaple Israel of Great.er .~aa,i . 
137 ~1ortheast 19th St. 
t-1i.and, Florida 33132 

Dear Haskell: 

Deam::>er 2, 1982 

Ycur material is rerei vErl with thanks. I ap
preciate yoor williDJress to share it with roo. 

Sina:?rely, 

Daniel Jeamy Silver 

OOS:mp 
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Ware deeply grateful to the leaders and members of Temple Emanuel for welcoming us to 
their communal home. They are joined in their host role by the Board members of four other 
area Reform congregations who are with us tonight: Temples Beth Am, Micah and Sinai of 
Denver, and Temple Har Hashem of Boulder. We salute them and we thank them for their 
gracious reception as well as for their manifold contributions toward the advancement of our 
work. 

The semi-annual meeting of the UAHC' s Board of Trustees which convenes here this weekend 
is special in several respects. To begin with, we mark the 70th anniversary of the NFfS - the 
very first of our affiliates, now grown to seven. We hold Sisterhood in high esteem and for good 
reason. Many of our finest attainments- especially in the field of youth and education - were 
given birth and nurtured by Sisterhood. The House of Living Judaism could not have been built 
without Sisterhood. There were times in our early history when the Union itself would not have 
survived without Sisterhood. Much the same can be said for many of our temples throughout 
the land which live and flourish only because there were women of Sisterhood who labored to 
sustain them. We do well, then, to honor NFfS and to give voice to our prayerful hope that its 

. future will be as glorious as was its past. 

Our Board meeting is special in one other respect. We have enlarged it by inviting the 
presidents of our congregations. Many of them are with us tonight and they will deliberate with 
us throughout these days. We welcome their presence and their counsel. 

We have convened this enlarged meeting, because we deem its agenda to merit the widest 
possible consideration. Indeed, it is our hope to stimulate an even wider discussion of these 
matters by deferring their resolution to the Biennial so that every congregation can study them 
beforehand. I want to address myself to some of these problems tonight, not so much to direct 
your thinking, but rather so that your opinions can react to mine, enabling us to enter.into a 
genuine dialogue, into what our forebears called obredn doz hartz, where mirid meets mind and 
hearts touch one another. 

These issues flow directly from those dramatic events to which we were witness last summer: 
the war in Lebanon, the bombing of Beirut, the Phalangist massacre in the camps. These events 
stirred me deeply, evoking discordant, sharply contending emotions. And because many other 
American Jews shared my anguish, I also believe that these events mark a watershed, a turning 
point in the evolution of our community. 

I 



Let me say at once, that I believe Israel's incursion of the Lebanon to have been justified by 
those events that preceded it- the shelling of her settlements, the massive military build-up by 
the PLO, the emplacement of sophisticated anti-aircraft systems by the Syrians, and the like. 
No sovereign state can long suffer such a concentration of military might along its borders, 
especially when shellings and· terrorist raids come with it. 

As usual, Israel acted with effectiveness: her northern frontier was secured; the training ground 
for international terrorism in Southern Lebanon was wiped out; the re-establishment of 
Lebanese independence became at least a possibility; Russian influence in the area suffered a 
serious set-back, her most advanced weapons systems were neutralized by the Israelis, while 
American influence in the Middle East has been vastly enlarged. Paradoxically, even the peace 
process appears to have been furthered; certainly Hussein is closer to the negotiating table now 
than he has been at any time since Rabat. 

Indeed, from a strictly military point of view, this could well have been Israel's most successful 
campaign. The doubts of 1973 have been brushed away. Israel's armed strength stands again as 
a deterrent to attack. 

Still, there is no rejoicing in our hearts, no victory celebrations in Jerusalem's streets, no 
triumphant stirrings of the spirit. I suspect this would have been so even if there had been no 
massacre and no excessive bombing of Beirut. After all we are Jews, and Jews do not gloat in 
victory. The satisfaction of victory is never untempered. There is always a sadness beneath the 
joy, and in this case perhaps more sadness than usual. 

Our tradition teaches us that when a starving man sees a bird's nest filled with eggs he may eat 
them, but 11 only after he throws a stone into the forest." The rabbis explained this rather curious 
provision. 11lt is to distract the mother bird, to make her look away so that she doesn't feel so 
much pain." In other words, kill if you absolutely must in order to survive, but never forget the 
pain you are causing, always be conscious of the suffering you have inflicted. 

The pain of the Lebanese war was exceedingly great. Many innocents were maimed and slain 
and Israel's reputation as a country armed not just with a strong military force but also with a 
superior moral code suffered tragic diminution. 

For the first time, Israel started a war when it was not under immediate attack; for the first, time 
Israeli government statements and communiques were less than frank; for the first time, cities 
were destroyed and large numbers of civilians killed - because PLO terrorist~ were hiding 
among them. And, of course, for the first, time deliberate atrocities were committed in an area 
under Israeli military control. 

And this is why we cannot forget what happened as the rest of the world - even the Lebanese 
- ~an tum to other problems. Tylenol pushed Sabra and Shatila out of the headlines and out of 
the minds of most Americans, but not out of the minds of Israelis and not out of the hearts of 
Jews. 

In the aftermath of these events, the relations between Israel and world Jewry will never be 
quite like they were - which is not necessarily bad for us, for Israel, and for the world. 
Depending on what we make of this moment, future g~nerations of Jews may look back on 5743 
as a year in which the Jewish spirit, seared by trauma, tested anew in a moral crucible, achieved 
a new level of maturity, wisdom and understanding. 

Here then is the reason for this extraordinary meeting. We in the American Jewish community 
have a lot to do, and the sooner we all get involved in it the better. For the dramatic events of last 
summer will have a lasting influence on three vital matters: our relationship to Israel, our sense 
of ourselves as Jews in America, and our relationship to that larger community in which we live. 
How we resolve the dilemmas that have now been so sharply focused for us will determine the 
future direction of Jewish life. 



I. OUR RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. 

At the outset let me emphasize ,that when I suggest a reconsideration of matters affecting our 
relationship to Israel, I do not at all suggest a weakening of our support. God forbid. There is a 
danger here: some in our midst may seize what happened as a reason for withdrawing from the 
struggle. We cannot permit this to happen. How to prevent that withdrawal and alienation is, 
in part, our task. 

Israel has earned and deserves our support. It may not yet have fulfilled our ideal vision, but it 
is closer to its realization than any other country of which I know. 

Consider this: In the midst of war, the men and women of Israel expressed their concern with 
national morality by turning out in huge numbers in Tel Aviv. On the second occasion 400,000 
men and women, over 10% of Israel's total population, poured into the streets. In Israel, 
morality cannot be ignored even during a war. 

\ 

Consider also that Israel established a Commission of Inquiry within a week after the event. 
Although I wished it had been established sooner and I tried to persuade Prime Minister Begin 
to set it up without delay, still it was within a week. And it is a deeply probing investigation, as 
the daily reports make clear. Meanwhile, the new president of Lebanon - whose Phalangist 
militiamen committed the atrocities - is embraced by the Pope and received with honor in the 
White House, where for the sake of politeness, no mention is made of the tragedy his people 
caused. In Lebanon itself, the attitude was best expressed in the words of a Phalangist leader: 
':we can't allow these massacres to pollute our politics." Aye, most Lebanese are wondering 
what the tumult is all about. Decades of mutual bloodletting have inured them. 

But Israel is not inured. Her people care. The moral turmoil into which they were plunged these 
many mo:r:iths bespeaks the nation's essential decency. And that is why we will continue to 
support Israel and struggle for her security with all our heart and soul and might. 

Dissent 

But when we support Israel, we support an entire nation. Our support has always transcended 
party and policy and personality. And that leads us- and Jews everywhere- to ask a relevant 
question: Is it therefore proper under certain circumstances to disagree with a particular leader 
or government or policy? And if so, how should such disagreement be expressed? 

Over the years, the Jewish community has reached.a theoretical consensus on this score: full 
and free debate of any and all issues within the community, coupled with the obligation that we 
communicate our views to the Israelis through every channel at our command - from the 
Prime Minister on down. Strictures were applied only to public dissent. This was discouraged 
lest it provide wood for the axes of our enemies and dilute our effectiveness in Washington. The 
assumption was that a united front adds weight to the political effort. 

Unfortunately this public reticence does not always work out well in practice, particularly when 
it comes to letting the Israelis know precisely how we feel. In our personal conversations we are 
honest with them, yet how can we expect them to believe what we say in private when we say 
such very different things in public? Inevitably, our private protestations are overwhelmed by 
our public proclamations of unqualified support. 



Special missions to Israel itself are also of doubtful worth. The trappings of public office 
overawe, people are polite and the message usually gets lost. I was bemused recently, on 
re-reading Cervantes, to come across these lines spoken by Don Quixote: "It is the duty of loyal 
vassals to tell their lords the truth ... without enlarging on it out of flattery or softening it for 
any idle reason. I would have you know, Sancho, that if the naked truth were to come to the 
ears of princes, unclothed in flattery, this would be a different age." 

' 

And so we must find new and better channels through which we can present the naked truth to 
the Israeli government and to its people. A number of possibilities come to· mind: 

~he Presidents Conference could meet quarterly with members of the Knesset Com
mittee on Foreign Affairs as well as with the Editors' Association of Israel's major 
newspapers. 

*Jewish Senators and Representatives could meet periodically with their counterparts 
in Israel to discuss American political realities. 

itThe idea of a Parliament for the Jewish People ought to be re-examined to see whether 
it can be brought to life. The need for such an assembly has never been greater, and 
nothing now exists that even approaches this concept. 

*We might publish a weekly column in the Israeli press, paying for the space if need 
be, to present our views, certainly on the question of our own religious rights, but 
even on the broader questions of justice and civil liberties in Israel. 

Somehow American Jews, the largest Jewish community in the world, must find a way to 
communicate more openly and honestly with Israel. We do not serve her cause when we censor 
or sanitize or stifle our opinions. 

One more point must be made in this connection: dissent should never be equated with disloyalty. 
Yet there are pressures on the American scene which make it so. They were applied during the 
recent crisis with special force, not by the Israelis so much as by their self-appointed minions 
here in America - minor functionaries strutting about as the guardians of the state's security. 
And the further from the center of power they are, the more inquisitorial they become. 

I ask you: Must I indulge in annexationist fantasies to prove that I am a passionate Jew? Must I 
justify every single restrictive administrative measure in Judea and Samaria to demonstr~te my 
love for Israel? Is this love diminished in the slightest when I assert that the incorporation of 
these territories into Israel represents a threat to the Jewish essence of the state? Let us once and 
for all reject the accusation that by speaking the truth as we see it, by giving Israelis our own 
perception of events, we are somehow treasonous. I believe that Israel is indeed the possession, 
the treasure and the burden of the Jewish people. And that gives us both the right and the . 

. . responsibility to speak out. 
. . 

Golda Meir had a refreshing way of putting it. Interviewed soon after the Yom I<ippur war she 
said the following: 

"We want to hear nice things about ourselves, but we must also hear the truth. The 
Arabs, the United Nations, the anti-Semites- their criticism we ignore. But American 
Jews are 'mishpacha,' they are our family, and from them we expect not only praise, 
but criticism as well. They should not only support us, that is understood; it is equally 
important that they help .us see what is wrong and how it can be corrected." 



True enough, dissent is delicate and sometimes dangerous. It must be exercised with 'sechel' 
and with the greatest of care. I certainly have no intention of joining those media wolves who 
beset Israel with their baying and barking at her every step. Thus I will continue to oppose the 
taking out of ads in American newspapers or the signing of petitions intended for the front 
pages of the NY Times, or public protests like those anti-Begin rallies held by the Satrner 
Chassidim in New York and Washington last fall. But if either the Israeli leaders or the 
institutions of American Judaism suppress honest dissent and smear the dissenters, I predict 
that the Jewish people will be spiritually impoverished and Israel's cause intolerably dimi
nished. 

Regaining Israel's Soul. 

In arguing for the right of dissent, I do not suggest for one moment that we involve ourselves in 
the operational details of Israel's domestic or foreign policy. We have neither the resources nor 
the competence for that. We also recognize that the final decision rests with Israel whose people 
live under the gun. But I do believe that it is our obligation to make ourselves clear about the 
great issues, those fundamental matters which will have their impact on Israel's future- and 
the destiny of the Jewish people. 

One such issue is the future of Judea and Samaria. As a matter of fact, our views here really 
involve no dissent, since the government has not formally resolved this matter and Prime 
Minister Begin called on "all Israel" to enter this debate. I assume he meant that greater Israel 
that extends beyond the boundaries of the political state. And so I take him at his word. 

Let me repeat here what I said at the beginning. I do not want to direct your thinking; I merely 
want to engage your thoughts. Still, you are entitled to know what my views are, and briefly 
put, they are as follows: 

While I understand and appreciate Israel's historical claims to Judea and Samaria, I believe it 
necessary for the sake of peace and justice that these cl~ims be moderated. Far from increasing 
Israel's ~ty, the absorption of these territories- either openly by fiat or covertly in stages 
-will sow the seeds of endless conflict. Most importantly, it will corrode the Jewish character 
of the state and thereby rupture world Jewish unity. 

Why will this happen if Israel retains the West Bank and its Arabs? Because sooner or later this 
will produce an Arab majority in Israel making Israel if not an Arab then at best a bi-national 
state with the balance of power shifting precariously between Moslem and Jew. And if Israel 
tries to extricate itself from this dilemma by either repressing the Arabs or driving them out
this too will lead to a disfiguring of Israel's essential nature and alienate substantial segments of 
world Jewry. America's moral support will also be lost-witness the erosion of that support 
during the summer just past! 

There simply is no genteel, democratic way to keep a restive population exceeding 1 million 
people in check. Only force will restrain them. That is the only way to keep a refractory 
population under permanent rule - with force and spies and the political power that comes 
from the barrel of a gun. 

Is this what we want? Is this what the Zionist dream will come to? Is this what Israel must do to 
preserve its security? Is this what we mean by establishing defensible borders? We all share the 
goal of a secure Israel, but what will be preserved behind those borders if Israel aoes the way 
her ideological zealots are now demanding? Democracy will wither, Judaism will be betrayed 
and we will become like our enemies: Vayimalu belohay avotayhem- "And they broke faith with 
the God of their fathers, and went astray after the gods of the peoples of the land whom God 
destroyed before them.'' 

,1 
I 

'I I• 
I ,, 
1, 

I ' 



There is, of course, an alternative: to acknowledge the aspirations of the Palestinians, to build 
bridges to them, to reach an accommodation with the people who share with Israel a troubled 
comer of the world. I speak here of the Palestinians, and not of the PLO; of territorial 
compromise, and not of a state. 

Can this alternative succeed? There is no certatnty. But this much we do know. The contrary 
way is foredoomed to failure. No national movement including Zionism has ever been erased 
by military force. Reciprocal terror will but plunge us into a downward spiral to eternal conflict 
and the loss of Israel's soul. If Israel is to remain Israel, there is no other way. 

All this assumes that such a territorial compromise will include flawless security arrangements 
in Judea and Samaria. It also assumes that the Arabs will, in fact, come to the negotiating table 
prepared to make those compromises which will meet Israel's true security needs. 

I categorically reject the notion that Israeli policy is the primary obstacle to peace. The fatal 
stumbling-block is still the obduracy of the Arab governments, barring only Egypt, in refusing 
to acknowledge Israel's legitimacy. Until they overcome this barrier, Israel's settlement policy 
can well be rationalized as valid pressure to bring them to the table. 

Aye, Begin may be a hardliner, but he is nonetheless far more accommodating than are the 
rejectionist Arab states. They have still a long way to -go. They have to find new leaders. They 
have to abandon the illusion that the murderous PLO is a proper instrument for the Palestinian 
cause. They have to realize that neither terror nor rejectionism will bring them what they want. 
And they can begin the process by learning how to pronounce Israel's name. Let them do so 
and we will bless their name as we now bless Anwar Sadat's memory. 

The 'Other Israel.' 

A brief word about that 'other Israel' - the Sephardim and Jews of oriental lineage. They 
provide the Likud with its most substantial electoral base and they are assumed to be of one 
mind when it comes to Israel's security needs, ·hardliners all, who having suffered Arab 
oppression are now bent on revenge and insist that brute force is t'1e only language the Arabs 
understand. 

I am not at all persuaded that the Sephardim are as monistic as all that, all of them of one mold 
and view. After all, Deputy Prime Minister David Levy, who is their hero and top political 
figure, is most prudent. Moderation is his hallmark. At a crucial cabinet meeting in September 
he was one of the few to question the wisdom of allowing the Phalangists to enter.the camps, 
and he was among the first political leaders to call for an independent inquiry into the 
massacres. So was Navon, of course, who is also Sephardi. 

We simply don't know this other Israel. We stand at a distance, all of us, we Reform Jews too. ~t 
best we romanticize them - their colorful garb, their quaint customs, their tremorous, quiver
ing melodies - as if they were a breed apart, something of another age and place. 

We had better come to know them. They are the emerging majority of Israel. They already 
constitute a major portion of Europe's Jews. And their numbers are not insubstantial on the 
American scene. I therefore call on our Board to establish a special task force-to include the 
Conference and the College and ARZA - to help us learn more about this community of our 
fellow Jews more fully, to chart ways for our reciprocal contact - in a word, to help us 
de-Ashkenize Reform Judaism so that we might truly become one people. 
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II. OUR COMMUNITY'S SELF-IMAGE. 

And what now of the character of the American Jewish community? 

First of all, let us recognize and affirm that we are more than just a part of Israel. While 
deepening our solidarity with Israel, we must also affirm our own identity, integrity and value. 

It is difficult to explain this to American Jews, who for too long have been plugged into Israel as 
if it were a kidney machine, a scientific marvel that keeps them Jewishly alive. How can we 
teach them simultaneously two apparently contradictory lessons: One, that they have a worth 
as Jews independent of Israel and, two, that they must continue to love and support Israel? 

If we make too much of the first lesson, some will take it as an excuse to cut themselves off from 
Israel. And if we make too much of the second, we will never know who we are. We will 
continue to use Israel as a fig leaf to cover our own nakedness. 

Just what does Israel mean to us as Reform Jews? What do we mean when we affirm the concept 
of Israel's centrality? At tomorrow's luncheon our worthy colleague, Rabbi David Polish, will 
lead us into a consideration of these questions, even as he led our affiliate ARZA into resolving 
these issues when it joined the WZO. 

I do not want to preempt his discourse. Let me say only that we have not yet sorted out the 
relationship between Israel and the Diaspora. 

Thus, we have slipped into the sloppy equation which says that Judaism equals Zionism equals 
Israel. The three are isometric but not isomorphic, they are congruent but not of identical form 
and substance. 

In our deep love for Israel and our concern for her security we have become a largely one-issue 
communtiy. For many American Jews the state J:las become the synagogue and its prime 
minister their rebbe. Domestic and international issues are now measured by the standard of 
whether they are good or bad for Israel. 

We do ourselves irreparable harm when we allow this to be, when we make Israel our surrogate 
synagogue, when we permit our Jewishness to consist almost entirely of a vicarious participa
tion in the life of the state. There is a greater Israel which sustained our Jewishness through the 
many centuries of our dispersion. It is not isomorphic with the political state. And it is this 
greater Israel which we must nurture if we - and it - are to survive. 

I am not arguing that we should diminish our involvement with Israel. Quite the contrary. I 
want more not less. I want us to make Israel more truly Jewish, a more truly Zionist state, with a 
quality of life that reflects the most profound Jewish vision. 

I argue merely for a restoration of some balance. We will not survive if all we are about is Israel. 
And Israel will not survive if the Jews of the world become but pale peripheral extensions of its 
essence, merely lonely asteroids circling in space about a distant sun. 

Both are needed: a strong Israel, and Jewishly strong communities throughout the world. For 
both are but manifestations of an undergirding reality: Am Yisrael - the Jewish People! 



III. RELATIONSHIP TO LARGER COMMUNITY, AND 
ANTI-SEMITISM. 

Our relationship to the larger community of which we are a part also requires some repairs. It 
will not be easy. As anti-Semitism amplified some of the rage against Israel early last summer, 
the events in Lebanon have stirred up the witch's brew of the Great Hatred itself. 

Make no mistake about it: anti-Semitism has been given license, and it will increase. We have 
already seen some of the consequences in Europe, and although such bloodshed is not to be 
expected in this country, we had better brace ourselves for a difficult time. 

Still and all, those Israelis were utterly wrong who said that we American Jews were upset by 
the Beirut events because we were afraid of anti-Semitism. While I was in Israel after Rosh 
Hashono, the papers were filled with charges along that line, made by a high government 
official, that ·we were running for cover, that many American Jews didn't even attend high holy 
day services because they were so afraid, and whatnot. What nonsense this! I know of no 
generation of our people less fearful, more confident than this generation of American Jews! 
Our concern was and is not what others have done and will do to us. Our concern is what we 
are doing to ourselves, what we are making of ourselves and what we have failed to make of 
ourselves. It is a moral concern, nothing more and nothing less! 

As for anti-Semitism, the arguments over how we should respond to it does parallel somewhat 
the debate about Israel's response to the Arabs - and the rest of the world for that matter. 
Those in Israel who see their country as utterly alone, embattled, surrounded by implacable 
foes, doomed to bomb its way to survival - are echoed here by those who see an anti-Semite 
lurking behind every Christian and who walk down the street with a chip on their shoulders 
daring the 'goy' to knock it off. 

These people want us to withdraw behind our own walls and dig in our own garden. Why, they 
ask, should we be concerned with other causes- the blacks, the disadvantaged, world peace? 
No one cares about us. So let's forget about them and take care of ourselves. 

But here too we must relentlessly go about the task of building more and better bridges. There 
are risks involved, but here, too, the way of force is utter madness, and withdrawal into a 
spiritual ghetto will serve us ill. 

We must form new coalitions of decency with the majority of Americans who reject bigotry and 
hatred. We must reach out to them by joining them i~ the struggle for universal justice that 
serves us all. • 

But how can we ask them to stand by us, if we do not stand by them? How can we expect them 
to crush the haters in their midst, if we do not join them to crush the menace of nuclear 
proliferation? How can we expect to engage them in the struggle for the freedom of Soviet Jews 
if we fail to see the shackles and feel the hunger of those who are imprisoned in America's urban 
ghettoes? 

We live under an administration which has determined to multiply missiles rather than to 
mitigate human misery. The weak, the poor, the helpless, cry for relief. Will we heed them? Or 
will we block our ears, so long as we see President Reagan smiling benignly and speaking of 
support for Israel? 
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If we continue to be fixated on a narrow agenda, we will lose our allies and our cause. We will 
also have lost our reason ·for being - our compassion, our humaneness, our Jewish soul. 

It need not happen that way, and I don't think it will. Somewhere within each of us the spark of 
Jewishness still trembles and will not be quenched. 

We may be disheartened by recent events, but we are not wrapped in melancholy gloom. The 
word 1despair' cannot be found in our lexicon. 

Sure it's tough to be a Jew - z' is allemol geveyn schwer zu zayn a yid - but it's still not as tough 
now as it was in other years we can remember. This is 1982, not 1942. We live in America and 
not in the Warsaw Ghetto. We have synagogues and communal institutions and highly 
educated constituents. We also have Medinat Yisrael- the Jewish State-to give us strength 
and focus. And we have our beliefs that sustain us, our Jewish ideals that can show us the way. 
It is worthwhile, this enterprise of being Jewish. It summons us to be fired by the vision of the 
good and to fulfill it. 

We can - and I believe we will- turn our hearts and minds to heal America, to hear the true 
harmony of Israel the people and the land, and to help restore the soul of the Jewish nation. 

-We are the leaders of the synagogue. We are the sons and daughters of Jacob surnamed Israel 
because he wrestled for those ideals that are God's. As the bearers of his name we are destined 
to fulfill a like task: to raise up the tribes of Jacob, to restore the offspring of Israel. And also this: 
to repair the broken world, to stir to compassion and to advance justice. Thus will we be a 
blessing to our_ people and a light unto all humankind. 

., 



P&bi Pobert J. Marx 
Con.Jregation Solel 
1301 Clavey Road 

Deceher 6, 19 2 
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ImrBcb, 

Yrur material is received with thanks. I ap
preciate yoor willirgness to share it wit.;.1 me .. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jereny Silver 
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Dr. Allen I . Freehling 
University 5'ynagogue 
11960 SUnset Blvd. 
IDs 1\n(je].es, C'A 90049 

Dear Allen, 
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Ycur material is reoeiva:l with thanks. I ap
preciate yo.ir willi1~ss tD share it with rn. 

Sincexely, 

Daniel 1.'Tera1¥ Silver 

IlJS:rnp 



, 
lJ 'J 

P..alx>i Judea D. . tiller 
Temple B'rith Kodesh 
2131 Elnl«xxl Ave. 
a:>chester, N.Y. 14618 

BNrr Judea, 

Ya.tr material is received with thanks. I an-.. 
preciate ya.tr wil~s to share it rl.th roo. 

Sinoorely, 

Daniel Jerany Silver 
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SHABBAT 
SERVICES 

Friday, October 29-8:30 P.M. 
Sermon by Rabbi Maslin 

"ISRAEL, LEBANON, AND THE 
- UNITED STA TES: 

SOME AFTERTHOUGHTS" 

Saturday, October 30-11:00 A.M. 
D'var Torah by Rabbi Fink 

Friday, November 5-8:30 P.M. 
Sermon by Rabbi Maslin 

"THE BALFOUR DECLARATION 
PLUS 65" 

Saturday, November 6-11:00 A.M. 
D'var Torah by Rabbi Sandberg 

THE RABBI'S MESSAGE/ by Simeon J. Maslin 

THE LETTER THEY DIDN'T PRINT 
There have been a few issues seven years they committed an 

these past two years that prompt- orgy of atrocities and desecration 
ed me to write letters to the editor against women and children, 
of the Inquirer. Until my most re- churches and gravesites. A sweet 
cent letter, I was "batting a thou- and lovely land was ravaged. 
sand"; each letter was published, Those who dared to oppose the 
and I was grateful. P.L.O. were murdered . .. From 

1975 through 1981 the toll among 
My streak ended the week be- civilians was 100,000 killed, 

fore Rosh Hashanah when Pope 250,000 wounded, countless thou-
John Paul II met with P.L.O. chief, sands made homeless. 32,000 
Yasir Arafat. That meeting prompt- children were orphaned. And the 
ed reactions of outrage from world was silent. ,, 
Jewish leaders all over the world, 
in particular from Prime Minister The world was silent also when 
Begin. The Inquirer chose to Arafat and the P.L.O. murdered 
publish an editorial condemning dozens of Israeli Children in 
Mr. Begin's reaction rather than Maalot. There was silence also in 
condemning that obscene meeting. Below is the un- the aftermath of the Munich Olympic massacre, 

Friday, November 12-8:30 P.M. published letter that I sent to the Inquirer. the Lod Airport massacre, the numerous airline 
Sermon by Rabbi Maslin hijackings and the general lawlessness that 

TORAH SERVICE To the Editor: forced King Hussein to drive the P.L.O. out of 
AND co~~!~:/:...;,!!;,J~c+-----. I can only react with disbelief and outrage to , Jordan in 1975...,_ __ ~ - ----~=-- the nquTfer's edltortarof'September , entitlea·-~-~~~ 

Shabbat Dinner for Grade 2 families "Begin's Incendiary Folly," in which you con- The world and the Roman Catholic Church 
at 6:15 P.M. demned Prime Minister Begin's reaction to the were silent also when Nazi Germany promul-

Family Service, conducted by Grade 5 Pope's meeting with Yasir Arafat. gated the anti-Jewish racial laws in the 1930s. 
at 7:30 P.M. That silence led to Auschwitz and the Holocaust. 

Saturday, November 13-11:00 A.M. I am no partisan of Mr. Begin's; I have dis- I might have chosen more temperate language 
D'var Torah by Rabbi Fink approved of his extremism since before the in condemning the Pope's meeting with Arafat 

Friday, November 19-8:30 P.M. 
Sermon by Guest Preacher 

Rabbi Max Hausen of 
Main Line Reform Temple 
"THE LOT OF THE JEW" 

Saturday, November 20...;.11:00 A.M. 
D 'var Torah by Rabbi Alpert 

SHABBAT MORNING RADIO 
BROADCAST-WIBF-FM-103.9 

. . every Saturday Morning from 
11 :00 A. M. to Noon for shut-ins, 

the ill, the elderly and those 
who otherwise cannot attend 

Mr. & Mrs. Hymen Abrams 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Albert 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey S. Bendler 
Mrs. Frances F. Braslow 
Miss S. Bonnie Brezel 
Mrs. Sarah T. Caplan 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Creamer 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dinney 
Mr. Albert Farber 
Mrs. Michael F. Fasanella 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Fiddler 
Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin N. Fox 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Gealt 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald I. Goldberg 

founding of the State of Israel, and I disapprove than did Prime Minister Begin because of Pope 
today of his out-of-hand rejection of President John Paul's personal record of heroic interven-
Reagan 's peace initiative and his provocative tion in behalf of Jews in his native Poland. But 
policies in the West Bank. But I, and I am sure the silence of the Church generally during World 
the vast majority of American Jews, sympa- War II, and its more recent silence in the face of 
thized completely with his reaction to the news the massacre of Lebanese Christians by Arafat 
of Pope John Paul's meeting with the P.L.O. and the P.L.O. is unbelievable. 
chief. I condemn that meeting along with Mr. 
Begin, and my sense of outrage is as deep. When Europen leaders stoop to Arafat's level 

by meeting with . him and shaking his blood-
Are the Pope and the Inquirer aware of who drenched hand, it is bad enough. Everybody 

Mr. Arafat is and of what he represents? Are you knows that there is no morality in realpolitik. But 
really so gullible as to have been taken in by Pope John Paul II?! Here I must agree with Mr. 
those pictures of Arafat kissing babies during Begin: "It shows something about the moral 
the tragic siege of Beirut? Listen to the widely standards of the Church." 
publicized statement of the American Lebanese Shalom, 
League: "Seven years ago Lebanon was oc
cupied by P. L. 0 . terrorists . . . During those 

WE STILL CONTINUE TO GROW: 
Welcome to More New Keneseth Israel Members 

We extend a warr,n welcome to all our new members and their families . We 
hope your new association will bring new dimensions into the spiritual, educational 
and cultural experiences you will share with us. Keneseth Israel is now your con
gregation . Enjoy it. This is a list of the new members as we go to press. You will be 
kept informed of other names while our Congregation continues to grow. 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Green Mr. Andrew L. Kaufmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Greenbaum Mr. & Mrs. David I. Klein 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Grossman Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Kravis 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Josephson Mr. D&.1iel Liebman 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce J. Kanter Mr. Douglas F. Levin 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Katz Mr. & Mrs. Howard Lieberman 

Rabbi Simeon J. Maslin 

Miss Deborah M. Lucis 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Mcswiggan 
Dr. & Mrs. Irving Millman 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert A. Mitry 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene M. Paul 
Miss Marilyn F. Sachs 
Ms. Gail Sahl 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Sichel 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen S. Silverhardt 
Miss Nancy R. Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving H. Sternfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot W. Stone 
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Weiss 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester S. Weiss 
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Twelfth Annual Cheltenham Antiques Fair-Bigger 
SISTERHOOD SCENE 

Jewish Artists Slides 
A fifty minute slide lecture on the 

works and lives of Jewish artists such 
as Pissarro, Modigiliani , Soutine, Cha
gall , Lipshutz, et al, will be presented 
as a Sisterhood program Tuesday, No
vember 30 at 7:30 P.M. Bernice T. 
Rosenfeld, museum guide at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art and former 
docent at the National Portrait Gallery 
will do the presentation . 

Mrs. Rosenfeld is a graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania and The 
Barnes Foundation, and was a lecturer 
and teacher of art history at the Jewish 
Y's of Philadelphia. She is also a pro-

fessional jewelry designer, a profes
sional sculptress and painter, and is an 
art consultant who helps to select 
works of art for private and profes
sional collections. 

In addition to serving as art director 
on various cruise ships, Mrs. Rosenfeld 
has arranged art tours for fund-raising 
purposes for many Jewish charities. 
There is no charge for Sisterhood 
members and one guest each . There 
will be a $3.00 charge for each addi
tional guest. Refreshments will be 
served before the program. 

Sisterhood To Be Honored At 
Israel Bonds Brunch December I 9 

The Officers and Trustees of the 
Congregation will honor the 70th Anni
versary of Sisterhood at a gala Cham
pagne Brunch on behalf of the State of 
Israel Bonds. 

The Brunch will be Sunday, Decem
ber 19th, 11 A.M . in the Krauskopf 
Auditorium. 

Joyce Fishbein, the immediate past 
President of Keneseth Israel, and a 
Past President of Sisterhood, will serve 
as Brunch Chairman. 

Reserve the date and plan to be with 
us. 

This truly is a time to say congratula
tions to Sisterhood for its contribution 
to the life of K.I. , and to the K.I. women 
who have dedicated themselves to the 
Congregation and to Reform Judaism. 

As we say Happy Birthday and share 
this historic occasion, we can also 
make a contribution in Sisterhood 's 
name to tomorrow-to the survival of 
Jewish life in Israel. 

Art Exhibition Presentation 
In New Artists' Showcase 

On Friday night, October 29th , dur
ing the Oneg Shabbat, the inaugural 
exhibit of K.l.'s Artists ' Showcase will 
present a selection of artistic work 
created by members of the Ascalon 
family. The " Artists' Showcase" is the 
room opposite the cloak room in Fine
shriber Lobby. 

A truly unique and talented family, 
they have created ceremonial art and 
objects, sculpture, painting and litho
graphs, as well as offering their archi
tectural expertise and inventive design 
for synagogues throughout this coun
try, Mexico and Israel. 

The exhibition is primarily the work 
of Zipora Ascalon but several ex
amples of the work of her husband and 
son will be included. It is primarily 
bronze sculpture and produced in 
limited editions. 

Zipora Ascalon was born in Poland 
in 1915 and lived there till the age of 
19. In 1934 as a young pioneer she 
emigrated to Israel and settled in Kib
butz Ein Charod, in the Galilee. Zipora 
met her husband, Maurice Ascalon, a 
noted artist and silversmith who greatly 
influenced her ambitions in the arts. 
They were married in 1935 and have 
three children. 

Zipora started her career in art in 
her mid 50's, rather late in life; but with 
youthful drive, she developed a keen 
feeling of expression that was en
hanced by memories of infancy in 
Page 2 

Eastern Europe, of visions of smiles 
mixed with tears of Shalom Aleichem 
and the nostalgia of Chagall. 

Since 1967 Zipora's work has been 
exhibited in numerous galleries and 
museums in the United States, Mexico 
and Israel. Her works are on per
manent display at the Museum of Mex
ico City and at the Museum of 
Ethnography and Folklore in Tel Aviv, 
Israel. 

Her recent and untimely death in 
August of this year makes this exhibit 
very special. Her portrayal of love, hu
mility and humor steeped in the tradi
tion of the ages reflects her deep 
appreciation for the essential qualities 
of life. 

Members of the Ascalon family will 
be with us for the exhibit opening on 
October 29th so that you may have an 
opportunity to view the art and meet 
them personally. For the convenience 
of the Congregation, the exhibit will re
main on display until December 10th. 

Information Wanted On 
Confirmation Class 1933 

The confirmation class of 1933 is 
planning its fiftieth reunion . For any in
formation please contact Elinor Stern 
Putzel at 635-4605. 

We would 
like to express 
our deep ap
preciation to 
the following 
students who 
participated in 
our High Holy 
Day Services: 

Torah Readers-Adult Services 
Stephanie Schermer 
David Jaslow 
Esther Ginsburg 
Seth Miller 
David Shoulberg 
Lauren Garlitz 

Torah Blessers-Adult Services 
Bruce Greenblatt 
David Fryer 
Matthew Brownstein 

Haftarah Blessars-Adult Services 
Deborah Salkin 
Karen Meyers 
Alissa Gendelman 

Torah Readers-Children's Services 
Perry Myers 
Abby Levy 
Alina Nemirovsky 
Samara Coffman 

Shofar Blowers 
Jay Myers 
Scott Maguire 

Readers-Children's Services 
Suzanne Blume 
Heather Rosenwald 
Randall Axelrod 
Brooke Krase 
Jonathan Cross 
Larry Flusser 
Marla Dansky 
Karen Meltz 
Sherri Blackstone 
Mitchell Ferstenfeld 
Gregg Zalkin 

Jonathan Zalkin 
Robert Sbar 
Richard Dansky 
Donna Harel 
Sharon Belter 
Betsy Bobrin 
Brian Weiss 
Jessica Meyers 
Meredith Levy 
Sabina Klein 

We would like to thank the following 
students who participated in our 
Festival Services: 

Readers-Sukkot 
Helene Bachman 
Eric Goldstein 
Meredith Laub 
Michael Bell 

Torah Readers-Slmchat Torah 
David Shoulberg 
Samara Coffman 

Confirmation Class: 1983 
Plans are underway for a busy and 

eventful year for this year 's Con
firmands. The first social event of the 
fall season will take place on Novem
ber 14th when the class will attend the 
popular show, SHEAR MADNESS, at 
the Bellevue Stratford Hotel. A box 
lunch will also be part of the festivities. 

The Yearbook Committee, under the 
able leadership of Gail and Gary 
Cohen , and a group of creative and 
talented young people, has met and is 
planning what may prove to be the best 
yearbook to date. 

Other pre-confirmation events tak
ing place in October are picture taking 
for the yearbook, and the first of the 
rabbi's seminars. 

LIFE CYCLE 
BIRTHS 

Steven Rush Abt, born September 4, 1982. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. (Marci) Abt. 
Grandson of Mr. & Mrs. William Rush. 
Nephew of Mr. Howard M. Rush. 
Cara Winston Zeldls, born September 6, 
1982. Daughter of Dr. Jerome B. Zeldis & 
Dr. Sharon Stamm-Zeldis. Granddaughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Albert T. Stamm. 
Lynn Miriam Alpert, born September 27, 
1982. Daughter of Rabbis Rebecca & Joel 
Alpert . 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

Saturday, November 6 
Brian G. Rich 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Barry L. Rich 
Robert Weissman 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Ms. Patt i Klein & Mr. Larry Weissman 
Saturday, November 13 
Mark David Friedman 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Dr. & Mrs. Milton L. Friedman 
Mitchell Craig Goldberg 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Dr. & Mrs. Barry B. Goldberg 
Ross Charles Brownstein 5:30 P.M. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Alan Brownstein 
Saturday, November 20 
Steven Jacobs 11:00 A.M. 
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jacobs 
Todd Richard Ettelson 11 :00 A.M. 
Son of Mr. Kenneth J. Ettelson & 
Mrs. Phyllis Ettelson 
Shannon Ann Peiper 5:30 P .M. 
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Peiper 

WEDDINGS 

Marllyn Chow & Michael Fox, September 
11, 1982. Mr. Fox is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Jack Fox. 
Cynthia Rachel Sorenson & Leslie Paul 
Edelman, September 12, 1982. Mr. Edel
man is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Harris L. Edel
man. 
Marcy H. Castor & Frederick L. Glick, 
September 12, 1982. Mrs. Glick is the . 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Louis Castor. 
Debra Sue Kay & Michael Skolnick, Sep
tember 12, 1982. Mrs. Skolnick is the 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jules J. Kay. 
Janice EIieen Ginsberg & Don Hollo
schutz, October 2, 1982. 
Sally Ann Victor & Larry Michael SIiver
man, October 3, 1982. Mrs. Silverman is 
the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Victor. 

DEATHS 

Martin Baumholtz, father of Mr. Harold 
Baumholtz . 
Florence S. Challlss 
Rose Goldman, sister of Mrs. Louis (Eva) 
Gottesman. 
Israel M. Goodbread, husband of Mrs. Is
rael M. (Dorothy) Goodbread. 
Roberta M. Lipschutz, daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Allan (Sara) Paris . 
Raymond S. Reinhart, husband of Mrs. 
Raymond S. (Jean) Reinhart. 
Jeanette Rosner, mother of Mr. Joel 
Rosner; Sister of Mr. Sol Gutman & Mrs. 
Walter (Amelia) Sichel ; Niece of Mrs. 
Abraham B. (Hilda) Kehr. 
Dr. Jacob Sollt, father of Dr. Robert W. 
Solit. 
Sofie Stern, mother of Mr. Kurt L. Stern. 
Rebecca Shulman, mother of Mrs. Herbert 
G. (Harriet) Aaronson. 
LIiiian Weinberger, wife of Mr. Jack Wein
berger; mother of Mrs. Barry (Merle) Klein & 
Mrs. Alan (Joan) Winston. 
Beatrice Lalkln, wife of Mr. Irving Laikin ; 
mother of Mrs. Binnie L. Sharp. 
Ann P. Greenberg, mother of Mr. Malcolm 
W. Pascal. 
Minni Sirls, mother of Mrs. Norman M. 
(Diane) Tonkin . 
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75 BOOTHS OF QUALITY 
ANTIQUES FROM 10 STATES 

APPRAISALS 
SUNDAY-November 7, 1982- NOON to 8 PM 

SUNDAY 1•4 pm MONDAY-November&, 1982- 11 AM to 10PM MONDAY 7-9 pm 
TUl:SDA Y-November 9, 1982- 11 AM to 5 PM $3.50 Per Item 

PHILADELPHIA MARITIME MUSEUM 
SPECIAL LOAN EXHIBIT 
SEAFARING ARTIFACTS 

Lunch and Dinner Available 
GOURMET BOOTH Admleelon $3.00 . . . with thl• card $2.50 

FREE- PARKING ~ - l'or the Benefit of Youth Actlvltl••· 

KENESETH ISRAEL BULLETIN 
Published every three weeks, except July, by Reform 
Congregation Keneseth Israel , a Reform Congrega
tion founded in 184 7 and affiliated with the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. I.D. No. U.S.P.S. 
811120. 

Township Line and York Road 
Elkins Park, Pa. 19117 

887-8700-02-04 549-9525 

TEMPLE STAFF 
Senior Rabbi 
SIMEON J. MASLIN , D. Min ., D.D. 

Associate Rabbi 
STEVEN M. FINK, M.A. 

Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Judea 
MEIR LASKER, D.D. 

Director of Religious Education 
RABBI RUTH N. SANDBERG, B.A. 

Cantor and Music Director 
RICHARD ALLEN , M.A. 

Executive Administrator 
WILLIAM FERSTENFELD, F.T.A. 

Organist 
SHARON BERTHA 

OFFICERS 
President Michael M. Goldberg 
Honorary Presidents: 
Arlin M. Adams, Sylvan W. Drucker, Samuel S. 
Feldgoise, Charles C. Pollack, Richard J. Oberfield, 
Paul L. Jaffe, Horace S. Stern , Louis A. Doull, Joyce 
Fishbein. 
Vice Presidents: 
Jan E. DuBois, Dr. I. Ezra Staples, Miriam Finkel 
Secretary . . Connie Kay 
Associate Secretary Steven J Serling 
Treasurer . . Norman J. Brody 
Associate Treasurer Howard Sichel 

BULLETIN STAFF 
Editor 
MEYER LICHTIG 

Antiques Fair, Israel Bonds-
BARBARA MARMORSTEIN 

Sisterhood-CHARLOTTE ABRAMS 

Brotherhood-HUGH M. ODZA 

K.I. Couples Society-MARK KRAVITZ 

P. T.A-MERLE KLEIN 

Community Relations-JULIA GREENBAUM 

Fine Aris-DOROTHY WASSERMAN 

Confirmation-COOKIE STERN 

Jewish Book 
Month 

November is celebrated as Jewish 
Book Month throughout the U.S. and 
particularly at the K.I. Library. 

Sid August, Librarian, announces 
that the Library has copies of the new 
translation of the third section of the Bi
ble, known as "Writings," or "Ketu
bim" in Hebrew. This is not only a 
modern English translation, but also an 
edition which incorporates recent crit
ical research and archaeological find
ings which enrich the reading of 
Psalms, Proverbs, the Five Megillot, 
and remaining books. The most recent 
translation, done in 1917, reflected 
style and usage of an earlier period. 

"Spain, the Jews, and Franco," by 
Haim Avni, has been well received as a 
fascinating account of what happened 
in Spain during World War II, and Fran
co's attitude toward Jewish refugees. 

The American Jewish Yearbook for 
1982 is a storehouse of information. 
This year's edition·contains an excel
lent essay by Lucy Dawidowicz on a 
century of Judaism from 1881 to 1981. 

For those of you interested in light 
reading, the Library continues to main
tain a rotating collection of best
sellers. Put in a reserve for your favor
ites as they are quite popular. 

Hours for the library are as follows: 
Sunday: 9:00 A.M. to 12:15 P.M. 
Monday: 7:00 to 9:15 P.M. 
Wednesday: 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
Friday: Before and after Services 

The Cheltenham Antiques Fair to be 
held this year on Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday, November 7, 8 and 9 at 
Keneseth Israel, holds an unchal
lenged position as one of the leading 
antiques shows in the area. The an
tique treasures will be displayed by 
dealers from throughout the United 
States. 

The Twelfth Annual Show, which is 
expected to attract more than 5000 vis
itors, will feature 75 booths of quality 
antiques. In addition, showgoers will be 
greeted by a fascinating loan exhibit of 
marine objects and seafaring artifacts 
from the Philadelphia Maritime Mu
seum. 

Throughout the ages artists and 
sailors have been inspired by the sea in 
a thousand different ways. Men aboard 
ships and artists of imagination, in
spired by voyages and adventures at 
sea, have created a whole kaleido
scope of fine and decorative arts. We 
are fortunate to have as a special loan 
exhibit some of the model boats, scrim
shaw, porcelains and other pieces 
housed at the Museum. 

The Fair boasts many superlatives. 
The outstanding quality of the show is 
its infinite variety of truly fine antiques 
in every field. Whether the collector's 
interest is china, silver, porcelain, pot
tery, jewelry, pewter, paintings, iron, 
art glass, brass, furniture, or oriental 
rugs, he will be satisfied at the Chel
tenham Antiques Fair. There will be 
pieces from every period and place, 
and in evert price range to del~ght an
tiques buffs, as well as connoisseurs 
and beginning collectors. The Chel
tenham Antiques Fair will provide a 
fine opportunity to browse for that 
special holiday gift. 

The exhibitors set forth their highest 
quality antiques with flair, finesse and 
thoughtful attention to taste. Because 
of the show's success, many dealers 
have been on the waiting list for sev
eral years before they are able to par
ticipate. Regulars have kept their old 
booths since the Fair's inception. 

The Cheltenham Antiques Fair is 
also one of the most educational 
events in the city, with special pre
event cultural trips. An article written 
especially for this year's Catalogue by 
Jay Weinstein, Assistant Director of 
Sotheby's Silver Department in New 
York City, will elaborate on significant 
aspects of Judaica. 

Those who have unsuspected treas
ures hidden in their attic, or posses
sions that are not adequately insured in 
today's inflationary market, can bring 
their items for appraisal on Sunday, 
November 7 from 1-4 P.M. and Mon
day, November 8 from 7-9 P.M. The 
cost is $3.50 per item. 

Antiques and gourmandaise have a 
natural affinity. The Cheltenham An
tiques Fair combines these two arts 
and presents an array of mouth-water
ing specialties. Visitors can enjoy 
snacks, luncheon and dinner in the 
casual and relaxed atmosphere of the 
cafe which offers an extensive menu, 
featuring everything from salads and 
sandwiches to full course meals. A bar 
is also available. In addition, there is a 
gourmet booth that has all the panache 
of a patisserie internationale, where 
they can purchase blintzes, knishes, 
brownies, cheesecakes, quiches, noo
dle puddings and a feast of other edible 
indulgences grandma would envy. The 

Pictured at the Maritime Museum, 
which will provide a special loan exhibit 
of seafaring artifacts for the Chelten
ham antiques Fair, are Fair Co-Chair
persons Ronnie Hahn, left, and Dottie 
Pressman, right. 

booth will be brimming over with home
made gastronomical dishes, all of 
which can be taken home and frozen 
until needed. Thus, they can ease the 
burden of holiday entertaining. 

The Cheltenham Antiques Fair uti
lizes the multifaceted talents of many 
women to raise funds for youth ac
tivities and scholarships. The admis
sion fee is $3.00 ($2.50 with discount 
flyer or ad or if ticket is purchased in 
advance). -

The show is eagerly anticipated by 
those who plan to visit and purchase 
from the country's finest reputable 
dealers. The hours are: Sunday, 
November 7, noon to 8 P.M.; Monday, 
November 8, 11 A.M. to 10 P.M.; and 
Tuesday, November 9, 11 A.M. to 5 
P.M. Parking is ample and free. Baby 
sitting is available free of charge. 

THE CHELTENHAM ANTIQUES 
FAIR GALA BRUNCH 

This is one of the major events in the 
K.I. social calendar. This year's 
Brunch, to be held on Sunday, Novem
ber 7 at 10 A.M., will serve as the open
ing event for the Fair, which is, of 
course, the raison d'etre of it all. Pic
tured is a scene at last year's Brunch. 
Helping to serve are Leah Halpern (left) 
and Harriet Young (second from left). 
On the right are congregant Renee 
Richman, a Patron, and Ronnie Hahn 
(carrying the tray). 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are desperately needed 

during the Antiques Fair to "spell" the 
many dealers who often travel long dis
tances to make the K.I. Antiques Fair 
the great success that it has always 
been. If you possibly can donate some 
time and energy, please call Connie 
Green, VE 6-5440. 
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We Gratefully Acknowledge Your Contributions 
YAHRZEIT FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Abrams . Mother, Selma M. Abrams; 

Father, Isadore Jacobs 
Cantor & Mrs. Richard Allen . Grandfather, Louis Hyman 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael B. Asch . Mother, Ruth Cohn; 

Granddaughter, Julie B. Goldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Asher .. Grandmother, Fanny Krasny 
Mrs. Stanley Bauer . Husband, Stanley Bauer 
Mrs. Albert Behrend . Mother, Cecilia S. Loewenstein 
Mrs. 8. Berkowitz .. Loved Ones 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Blatstein . Father, Edward Blatstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Brumberg ... Father, William Gorman 
Mrs. Monte Budowsky . . .. Husband, Monte Budowsky 
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Burstein Father, Frank Jablon 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Caplan . Aunt, Freda Mann 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cohen Uncle, Edward Roth 
Mrs. Lillian R. Cohen Father, Jacob Ritch 
Mrs. Rose R. Cohen . Brother, Max J. Essner 
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Cohn, Ill . Parents, Rose & Jerome W. Starr 
Dr. & Mrs . David S. Cristal . Father, Leon M. Hagedorn 
Mr. & Mrs. Harris Edelman . Father, Abraham Kaufman 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Farcus . Mother, Pauline Engle 
Mrs. William Gash Mother, Sidonia B. Pollock 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Girsh Mother, Mae J. Girsh 
Mrs. Ruth M. Glick .. Brother, Carl Michelson 
Mrs. Israel M. Goodbread . Daughter, Nancy R. Chomitz 
Mrs. Ruth W. Gran Father, Samuel Wolfman 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Gross .. . Aaron Spector; Leon E. Spector 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gross ... Mother, Sara Roth; 

Brothers, Arthur Eilberg & Herbert Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Halpern . Father, Nathan B. Raich 
Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Hamberg . Father, Benjamin M. Shaure 
Mr. & Mrs. Jules Hark . Parents, Bessie & Harry Hark 
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Hausmann . Grandmother, 

Dr. & Mrs . Robert S. Heller 
Bertha Moser 

. Mother, Mary Heller; 
Uncle, Julius Savitz 

Mrs. David Herdan ... Husband, David Herdan 
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry H. Herman . Father, Alfred A. Borth 
Mrs. Celia Isaacs . Parents, Fanny & Samuel Bramson 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Kanter . Mother, Reba Kanter 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric T. Katz . Mother, Marianne Katz 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Kerbel . Fathers, Herman Kerbel 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Kitnick 
Mrs. Bertha Kivitz . 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kline 
Mr. Irving Laikin 
Dr. & Mrs. Sigmund E. Landis 
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin Lebow 

Mrs. Reba Lefco 
Mrs. Carl M. Levy 

& Abraham Ulitsky 
Father, Gerson Kitnick 

Feige Kivitz 
Father, Samuel L. Kline 
. Mother, Fannie Laikin 

Father, David Landis 
. Mother, Lena Z. Gordon; 

Cousin, Larry Bonder 
Mother, Augusta White 
Father, Harry Freiberg; 

Brother, Louis Freiberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Levy . Mother, Carrie Levy 
Mrs . David Luber Husband, David Luber 
Mrs. Harriett McGuire Mother, Diana Freed 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Meyers . . Mother, Etta S. Cohen 
Mrs. Maurie Meyers .... Father-in-law, Louis Meyers 
Mrs. Henry Meyer . Minna Ochser; David Ochser; 

Henry I. Marks; Victoria 0 . Marks 
Mr. Richard Meyer 
Mrs. David Mitchell 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Mogel! 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Mozenter . 
Mrs. Morris Nankin 
Mrs. L. Nerenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Noskow 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Paris 

Father, Martin T. Meyer 
Mother, Esther Kaufman; 

Mother-in-law, Rose Mitchell 
. Sister, Jean Matusow 

Mother, Rose Mozenter 
Father, Albert S. Myers, Sr. 

Father, Samuel Paikin 
Father, Herman B. Schuster 

. Mother, Mary Paris; 
Sister, Charlotte Paris 

Mrs . Milton Pepp . Husband, Milton Pepp 
Suzanne & Joshua Reisman Father, Milton H. Reisman 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy B. Rieder . Mother, Frances Rieder 
Mrs. Abram Ritt . Mother, Anna Fine 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Rosenstein Fathers, 

Morris Rosenstein & Samuel Stoll 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Sargrad Father, David Sargrad; 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schor 

Mr. & Mrs. Joel D. Schwartz . 
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Harris Segelin . 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Seltzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Silver 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred M. Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Singer 

Grandmother, Bella Gitlin 
Father, Herman B. Schuster; 

Uncle, Irving Shuster 
. .. Mother, Clara V. Katz 

Father, Louis Schwartz 
. Father, David Segelin 

. Father, Benjamin Waxman 
Father, Harry Porter 

. Father, Joseph E. Frechie 
. Mother, Mary Singer; 

Father, Raymond S. Lederer 
Mrs. Herbert L. Simon Mother, Rose M. Cahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Simon Mother, Jennie K. Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome H. Sostmann . Brother, Milton L. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Spiro . Father, Isadore Spiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Stamm ... Father, Harry Stamm 
Mr. Eli Stein . Parents, Anna & Morris Stein 
Mr. Raymond Stevens .. Father, Bernard Stevens 
Miss Lillian Taicher . Sister, Frances Cochran 
Mrs. Carl Taicher & Family . Husband-father, Carl Taicher 
Mrs. Bessie M. Toll Brother-in-law, David Toll 
Dr. & Mrs. Max Wald . Son, Andrew z. Wa ld 
Mrs. Lynn Walker Son, Donald M. Walker 
Mrs. Gloria K. Weissman . Father, William Kaufman 
Mrs. Nathan Wesler ... Mother, Rose Kron 
Mr. Milton Wexler Father, Herman Wexler 
Mr. David L. White .. Mother-in-law, Mary Friedman 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard S. Wissow H.S.H. Princess Grace 

of Monaco 
Mr. & Mrs. Phineas H. Wittenberg . Brother, David M. Rose 
Mrs. Donald M. Wolf Mother, Bertha Levy 
Dr. & Mrs. Martin Yarnoff . Father, Jacob L. Yarnoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanton M. Yusem Father, Meyer M. Robinson 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Zigerman Father, Benjamin Morris 
Mrs. Maurice Zimmerman . Husband, 

Maurice Zimmerman; Father, Harry Broude 

MARCIA L. ABRAMS 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Abrams .John Steinman; 

Lillian P. Weinberger 

Donor In Honor of 

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Abrams . . Birth of Steven Rush Abt 
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STEPHEN R. BAUM 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Elias . 

Donor 

Mrs . Hortense Schepp 

In Memory Of 

.Solie Stern 

In Honor Of 
Birthday of Ruth W. Gottlieb 

BROTHERHOOD SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Schwab . 

Donor 

In Memory Of 

. .. Jeanette Rosner 

In Honor Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman ...... Recovery of Hugh Odza 

ISRAEL CANCER RESEARCH FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman . . Harold Hodes 
Mr. & Mrs . Eugene Greenbarg 

& Family .. Mollie David; Minnie Bergman 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis M. Isenberg . Lillian P. Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Kallish ... Benjamin Phillips 
Mrs. Manuel Korn . . Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack M. London . Lillian P. Weinberger 

ISRAEL CANCER RESEARCH FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies .. Melvin Ludwig 
Mrs. Samuel Romm . Beatrice Laikin 
Dr. & Mrs. David Weiss . Brother of Mrs. Sylvan Dubin 
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Young & Family . . Beatrice Laikln 

Donor In Honor of 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Cohen ....... Birthday of Louis Seltzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Pressman . .. Birthday of Louis Seltzer 

LESLIE EDELMAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin I. Levy .... Jeanette Rosner 

FINE ARTS FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Steinberg 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Steinberg 

& Family . 

In Memory Of 

... Israel M. Goodbread 
.... . Myer Young 

In Honor Of 
Recovery of Morris Finkel 

... Anniversary of Mr. & Mrs. 
. Leonard Wasserman 

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Klein . . ..... . . Lill/an p_ Weinberger 

PHYLLIS K. GOLDSMITH ORGAN FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Lester L. Waas, Jr .. Father, Lester L. Waas, Sr. 

MARK KAY 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Goldenberg 
Mrs. Mark Kay . 

.... Joseph Reich 
..... David Taubman 

.Anna Stein Mr. & Mrs. Monte Kay 

Donor 

Mrs. Mark Kay 

In Honor Of 
Birthday of Ruth Alexander 

MANUEL & BLANCHE KORN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mrs. Samuel L. Dienes .. Birthdays of Bertram W. Korn 

& Alan Lindy; Yahrzeit of Alan Lindy 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin I. Levy . 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Malzer . 
P.T.A. Board 

In Honor Of 
.. Birthday of Blanche Korn 

. Birthday of Blanche Korn 

. Birthday of Blanche Korn 

KIFTY FUND 
Donor 

Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Young 
& Family 

In Honor Of 

. Birthday of Nancy Flacker 

ELINORE KOHN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur G Abrahams .... Jeanette Rosner; 
Sofie Stern 

... Jeanette Rosner 
. Jeanette Rosner; 

Sofie Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Faggen 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Kober 

Donor In Honor Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Kober . Bat Mitzvah of Susan London 

BERTRAM W. KORN MEMORIAL FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Cartun . 
Mrs. Dorothy P. Cohen 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Langsdorf 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Mazer 

In Memory Of 

Brother of Lester Levitt 
. Florence Chal/iss 

. Israel M. Goodbread 
Brother of Lester Levitt; 

S. Radbi/1 
Mrs. Sidney J. Rinek 
Mrs. Albert P. Seltzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Silver 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Weiner 

Florence G. Goodman 
. Brother of Mrs. Harry Herman 

. Jeanette Rosner; Sofie Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Williams 
• ... Jeanette Rosner 

Israel M. Goodbread 

Donor 

Mrs. Sidney J. Rinek 

In Honor Of 
Engagement of Allen Romisher; 

Marriage of Randy Richman; 
Marriage of son of Gladys Golt 

K.I. KEDEM FUND 
Donor 

Mrs. Idella R. Rosenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Rowland P. Rosenfeld . 
Mr. & Mrs. Earle Weiss 

In Memory Of 

. . . . Etta Siegel 
. Lillian P. Weinberger 

. Florence G. Go~dman 

K.I. KEDEM FUND (Cont.) 

Donor In Honor Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Fertman .. Birth of Naomi R. Fertman; 

Recovery of Stephen Rudman 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Fishbein . . Birth of 

Michael Eric Buchman 
Mrs. Emanuel Lowenstein . Marriage of 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Skolnick 
Mrs. Julian Mishel .. Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies 
Misses Kate & Mary Pinsky ............ . ... Mr. & Mrs. 

Rowland P. Rosenfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Rowland P. Rosenfeld . . Mr. & Mrs. 

Roy L. Silver 
Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Weissman . . Birth of grandson, 

Michael Eric Buchman 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman J. Brody 

CLARENCE L. & ESTELLE S. MEYERS 
LIBRARY FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin F. Richman 

Donor 

. Leona Lehmann 

In Honor Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin F. Richman . Recovery of 
Hannah Kramer 

DAVID LUBER 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 

Mrs. David Luber . 

In Memory Of 

Husband, David Luber 

RICHARD E. RUDOLPH, JR. 
NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 

Donor 

Dr. & Ms. Isadore Cutler 
In Memory Of 

Israel M. Goodbread 

In Honor Of Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Abt 
Mrs. Loretta Cutler . 

... Birth of son, Steven Rush Abt 
. Birth of Emily Sluzas 

& Lisa Cutler 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Green 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kates 

. Mr. & Mrs. Donald Sharp 
... Anniversary of Dr. & Mrs. 

Isadore Cutler; 
Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 

& Emily Sluzas & Lisa Cutler 
Dr. & Mrs. Morton Langsfeld , Ill . . ... Recovery of 

Morris Finkel 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Mr. Eli Aghen Dr. Jerry L. Rosenbaum 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Beller . . Phyllis Kurland 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Heller .. Israel M. Goodbread 
Mrs. Manuel Korn . . _ .. Florence Challiss; 

Israel M. Goodbread; Sofie Stern 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Lutzky . .Jeanette Rosner 
Mrs. Dorothy Meltzer . Emma Stabelli 
Mrs. Ruth L, Schwarz . . Israel M. Goodbread 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Segal . Florence G. Goodman 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Silver . Lillian P. Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay F. Sobel 

& Family Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard L. Tinkleman .... Lillian P. Weinberger 

Donor In Honor of 

Mr. & Mrs. William Rush ... . ... Birth of grandson, 
Steven Rush Abt 

. Horace Stern, Esq. 
. Dr. Cathy Mintz 

Anniversary of Mr. & Mrs. 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice B. Fagan 
Misses Kate & Mary Pinsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Wasserman 

Leonard Wasserman 

P.T.A. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

P.T.A. Board . 

Donor 

In Memory Of 

. Lillian P. Weinberger 

In Honor Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Blatstein William Ferstenfeld 

. .. Recovery of 
Lawrence Nodiff 

. Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert; 
Bar Mitzvah of Scott Craig Sherin; 

Bat Mitzvah of Barri Cheryl Weinroth 

Lil Gottlieb, Li l Sargrad & Avi Katz . 

P.T.A. Board 

RABBI'S PHILANTHROPIC FUND 
Donor In Memory Of 

Dr. & Mrs . Herbert Aaronson . Mother, Betty Shulman 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Axe .. Charles He/fond; Myer Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Baumholtz Father, Martin Baumholtz 
Ms. Charlotte Blum Hyman H. Mishel 
Dr. & Mrs . Daniel Blumberg Israel M. Goodbread; 

Sofie Stern 
Dr. & Mrs. Floyd Eisenberg . Jeanette Rosner; 

Roberta P. Lipschutz 
Mrs. Abraham B. Kehr . . Niece, Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Kieserman Wife of Irving Gottlieb 
Mrs. Josephine Konick . Son, Milton Konick 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Levi . . SofieStern 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Malzer .Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald N. Meyers . Sofie Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart C. Meyers Israel M. Goodbread 
Dr. & Mrs. L. W. Morse .Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel D. Schwartz .Jeanette Rosner 
Dr. & Mrs. William Shoulberg . Raymond S. Reinhart 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Sichel .Jeanette Rosner; 

Solie Stern; Lillian P. Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold A Platt Raymond S. Reinhart 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poston ... Isaac Byruch 
Dr. & Mrs. David Weiss Mother of Mr. & Mrs. 

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Weissman 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard M. Winston . 
Mr. & Mrs. Phineas H. Wittenberg . 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard L. Tinkleman 

Donor 

Harry Baum 
. Jeanette Rosner 

Lillian P. Weinberger 
. Dr. Jacob So/it 

. Jeanette Rosner 

In Honor Of 

Misses Lillian & Sue Axe Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben Ben Recovery of Morris Finkel 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Blumberg . Seth Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Dorshaw Recovery of Harry Romain 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Fox . Marriage of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fox 
Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Hamberg . Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 

RABBI'S PHtLANTHROPIC FUND (Cont .) 

Donor In Honor Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Kieserman 
& Family . . . Birthday of Rose Strauss 

Mrs. Josephine Konick . Her 92nd birthday 
Misses Kate & Mary Pinsky . High Holy Day Services 
Mr. & Mrs . Robert Poston Birth of 

Samantha Gayle Ginsberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Rowland P. Rosenfeld Rabbinic Staff 

& Administrator 
Mr. Louis Salaman .. Marriage of Mr. & Mrs. 

Scott Barsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard L. Tinkleman . Birthday of 

Blanche Korn 
The following have donated to the Rabbi 's Philanthropic 
Fund: 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Glantz, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies, 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Rosenfeld , Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence R. 
Wechsler, Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. Newburger, Jr ., Dr. & Mrs. 
Arthur Silverman, Ms. Beatrice L. Heckheimer, Mr. & Mrs. 
Samuel Meltz, Mr. & Mrs. Alan H. Newmayer, Sr ., Mr. & 
Mrs. Jacob Whitebook, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Goldenberg, 
Mr. Bernard Kant, Mr . & Mrs. Jack M. Lipson, Mrs. 
Florence R. Model! 

RITA L. ROMISHER 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander N. Lichten .. Sister, Clara Honowitz 

SPECIAL CLASS FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Schechtman 
In Memory Of 

. Father of 
Pauline Dickstein 

IDA & ABE STEINBERG SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. David Steinberg & Children 
In Honor Of 
Speedy recovery 
of Ida Steinberg 

MORRIS & LOTTIE SHTEIR 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Flacker 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Marmorstein 

In Memory Of 
Jeanette Rosner 

Florence G. Goodman 

SISTERHOOD SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Bregman 

Mr. & Mrs. Morris Finkel 

In Memory Of 
Florence G. Goodman; 

Myer Young 
. Jeanette Rosner; 

Solie Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Fishbein .Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Grant . Jeanette Rosner 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kahn & Sons Minnie Ellis 

SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND 
Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Goldstein 
Mrs. Anna Greenblatt . 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gutman . 
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Herman 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Markman . 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mennies 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poston 

Donor 

In Memory Of 

Samuel Baritz 
Jeanette Rosner 
Jeanette Rosner 

. Jeanette Rosner 
Morris P. Marcus 

Israel M. Goodbread 
. Martin Baumholtz 

In Honor Of 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Garfinkle . Birth of Lynn Miriam Alpert 

ESTELLE I. WAXMAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 

Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Hamberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Waxman 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Waxman 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Waxman 

In MemoryOf 

Benjamin Schwartz 
Morton S. Rose; 

Mother of Annette Schultz 

In Honor Of 

Birthday of Harvey Portner 
Marriage of 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Skolnick 

ROBERT S. WILE 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory Of 

Mrs. Dorothea S. Don Max Gruber 

Community Relations 
Join us on Sunday, November 21 , at 

9:30 A.M. Rothschild Auditorium, as 
part of the Rabbi 's Discussion Series. 

" The Empty Chair," a beautifully
crafted color and sound production , 
f ilmed on location with a Hollywood 
crew, explores the changing Jewish 
family of the 80 's. Th is exceptional film 
won the bronze Cindy Award and the 
U.S. Independent Film Festival Award. 
After seeing . the dramatization of a 
single parent family trying to maintain 
its Jewish identity, Deborah D. Shain, 
Clin ical Social Worker and Assistant 
Director office of Medical Education
Medical College of Pennsylvania, wil l 
lead a discussion on new relationships. 

At th is meeting we will announce the 
formation of a new group and program 
as part of K.L's concept of a Caring 
Commun ity. If you would like more in
formation , or are interested in baby sit
ting arrangements, please call Julie 
Greenbaum at 576-5131 . 



van for the Israeli soldiers lli 

moving too slowly and may 
have to be dropped, Post and 
Opinion officials state. 

The newest gifts total $150, 
and bring the total to only 
$1,327. At this rate, the $15,000 

• 
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and the r-,c .. ~ .. _. 
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buy can make qµite a differ
ence in the life of a soldier. . • 

POST AND OPINION readers 
have responded to other drives 
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By RAANAN·GEBERER'. . •• •• 
. . • . . -,.- • 

NEW·' YORK (P-0) - By cont r i but e to t h e U J A - , supports will suffer. suggested that people make "Some people ba 

now criticisms of Israel's con- Federation campaign. "But last week UJA officials separate donations to individual ·set and have re:tllrlQ8d• 

duct in Lebanon by J~h.. "OFFICIALS from the UJA in Israel listened to a spee<:h institutions. cards,.but very few/ 

leaders is no~ unusual, but . have told me again and again by General Sharon, who said Martin Harwin, president "More peoplct ha .. . 

_Rabbi-Dan Issac of Beth :Am that the organization is not that the UJA backs Israel. It •• of the · small congregation, portive- 1 .than \.__ 

- ·11(e People's Temple in political," Isaac told the P-0. seems clear to me that the commented, "This is the kind Figures for our 18181 

Washington Heights-Inwood "I was recently talking with a UJA is wrapped up in talking of congregation where people gency ·Fund have. neeu. 

at the northern tip of Manhat- rabbi from the UJA who told to, and meeting with, top po- can express themselves open- of what weexpectedt'' 

tan has gone a step further. me that it is not a political litical leaders in Israel, and ly and freely. When the rabbi Rabbi ·Isaac has.~beJa 

Iii a sermon•· last month, he organization, and that if peo- have suppo_rted the policies of makes a statement, we listen, the.- congregation ·· . 

advised his·congregants,not to - pie don't give, institutions ·it the Israeh government br . although we .are. ·enti~ed. tto the beginning of ·the 

• silence. The only way ~en- .our own opinionr.>The~ -~ Rebm~-~ ••••• 

• • can Jews can change this is divisiveness, noconfiict;'-' ' .. •. wlat unusad-iii, 

,• . , omb, bywithholdingmoney." . Wll.tlA~ TOW, a spokes- ·bi • 

WHEN ASKED about this , man for the Federation-U-JA· 

~~=~~~~-,·;!._·_____,.~'1!f!l!n ., • , 



WHAT WE SAID ABOUr ~ 

'lhe High lblidays 5743 were not an easy time for tlose of us woo are charged 

with articulating the theme of hesbon ha-nefesh. Israel had invaded Iebaron in -June. Rosh Hashanah came just after the IDF errled its bcmbardment of West Beirut. 

rti 11 hai N5Bea W.1 Bill 1 ls I a. '!he killings in the Chatila and Sabra encanp

ments came to light during the Aseret Ye:nai Teshuvah. 

Maey_ rabbis avoid oontanporai:y issues on the High Holidays. It's a tirre to deal 

with the unchanging themes, b.lt this year nearly everyone felt the need to dis- , 

cuss these events. One rabbi told his congregation, ''We cannot not talk abcut it;" 

and nost of us agreed and followed suit. 

What we said and did during the 5743 lbly Day season brought into oold relief 

each rabbi's view of his role in the pulpit. M:>st of us instioctively followed 

the ral:i>inic nonition, lo l 'daber kategoria al Yisroel. W e are mt IIX}Uisitors. 

O.ir role is to heal and enoourage, not to prove Israel guilty of sin. One man 

told his oongregation, ''We nust have faith in a.rrselves." Another spoke of the 

need for solidarity. "This Yan Kippur we must not desert the people of Israel .. " 

A nunber expressed real anger against colleagues win had made wflat -they oonsidered 

katerogical stataoonts to the press: ''What must it look like to ~ mn-Jewish . J: 

world when a rabbi, of all people, takes up the Arab party line." 

It was a dif f irult time. '1he media's harrlling of the news fran Lebaoon had 

led many in our congregations to feel that the Jewish people were uooer attack: 

"'!he result in this camtry was a picture of an Israeli Goliath - militaristic, in

sensitive and rullying - wracking death and destruction on inrxx:ent civilians. lb 

matter what was reported later to correct the inaccuracies am distortion ... it 

was a nost unpleasant picture." "Many are all too eager for us to wash our dirty 

liren in plbl:i.c." If the world rather relished judgir¥J am oondeming Israel and 

Jews it was seen as unprepared to judge itself. ~"I was praid tliat -the Jewish a:m

munity was outraged by what happens:! in Beirut. I am unhappy that I did oot hear • 

aey resp:>nsible Christian voices stan:1 up ard say th:>se .were Christian militia lTiell 
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who coned. tted the massacre. . . the Israelis didn't pull the triggers; yet, I 'rn pre

pared to criticize them for even alla-1ing it to happen; but where are the major Chris

tian spokespeople who shculd stand up arrl say: '-nus is not Christian behavior~" 

'Ihe holidays followed close on the Pope's meeting with Arafat and several sennons 

cx:mrented on John Paul's anbracing a terrorist leader whose troops had been kill-

ing Christians as well as JE!Ws and on the moral CCMardice of the Olurch's CX)ntinuing 

unwillingness to rea:,gnize the State of Israel. 

I was interested to know what we said to our oongregations, ha-, we reacted 

to the spiritual disa::mforts of that tine, and whether the angry critical voices 

which made the nf!!WS were representative of our fraternity. 'lb answer these questions 

I analyzed holy day senrons and published ccnments sent to ma by thirty-six ool~ 

leagues. M:>st, I fourrl, had spoken as I had, out of a feeling that war is always 

a tragedy, but that the events of last surrmer had to be p.1t into perspective. ''What

ever Israel's mistakes we must not forget the unremitting seige which Israel has 

en:fured1and that the West Bank and the Palestinian problems are ultimately the re

sult of Arab passions and p::>licies, not Israel's." "Israel does not live in the 

dream world; its world is real. When it sees enemies on all sides of her, it did 

what it felt it had to do, for not only security reasons but for its very life." 

''It's been an una::mfortable sunmer for Jews because of the Lebanese crisis and 

the three-fold decision on the part of Israel to 'restore a central governnent in 

Lebamn, capable of controlling the oountry and its pop.ilation,' 'to guarantee 

Israel's borders fran terrorist and oonventional military threats fran PW bases 

in Iebanon,' 'to arrange for the renoval of all foreign forces fran Ia>an:>n.' '!he 

press and high officials in air government have given the impression that it is 

Israel woo is at fault. Certainly, the loss of innocent lives is to be deeply re

gretted. let the world know that it is the PID woo are the murderers and the 

terrorists, and the Jews cannot ever 'turn the other cheek.' We Jews must starn 

together in our solidarity with Israel, and as for being uncxmfortable when has it 
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not been so to be a Je,,?" 

M:)st of us were disturbed by the Iredia ooverage. A surprising number of ool

leagues had visited the war area during the late surrmer and were able to testify 

fran their own d:>se:rvation how much the destniction had been exaggerated and hCM 

l~ttle had been reported of the hatred :l the Iebanese of the PID. "Israel was 

savaged by the Iredia, by the press and television. The_ young reporters sa,, this 

as another Vietnam, which it was rx:>t! Please make no mistake here as to my mean

ing. There has been enough destruction of property, roore than enough tragic loss 

of life. But any resanblance between what I witnessed there and what nnst of us 

witnessed on our television screens is less than roincidental." Even a strong 

critic of the Begin goverment's policies who was often quoted in the newspapers 

praised Martin Peretz's Lebanon Eyewitness article ("New Republic," August 2) an:l 

added, "I am persuaded that the media was guilty of initial distortion in reports of 

what the Israeli military did in Iebaron. I am persuaded that Israel's soldiers prac

ticed 'tohar ha neshek' - the nnrality of arms with zeal and extreme sensitivity." 

Others said simply: "I tell you, my people, Israel has been maligned." 

OJr' own experienCEs over the surrmer had slnwn that not all the media bias or

iginated in West Beirut. Critics of Israel had their views headlined. Those woo 
offered qualified state!lents had their views distorted, and tlx>se who defended Is

rael fourrl that their views were not reported. "I took .a strorg starrl on the de

fense of Israel and the press did not print anything I said." Another wrote me: 

"I am sending the ser.non itself so you can see hCM distorted the rewspaper report 

is." An:>ther told his COIXJregation: "It happened to me again today. . • • •• ·,- f' 

l!i a na,a, a snip of an interview taken out of context." That was fran the East roast. 

A West coast rabbi reported that "the head of the Federation and I held a news 

oonference. 'I\«> different na-,spapers hcrl two entirely different acex>unts. One 

re!X)rted we agreed with the President' s plan and the other· said we disagreed. One 

misquoted me as sayin:J the PI.D should be represented duri:rvJ peace talks. I called 
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next rrorning for a oorrection. I had specifically said: 'a legitimate representa

tion of the Palestinian people' and I had stressed not the PID." 

Media bias was explained in various ways. "Sane explain it as old-fashioned 

anti-semitism in mcx1ern garb. Others suggest that sare of the press may have been 

bought by Arab oil rroney or by the KGB or by the C.I.A. Robert Slater, Middle 

Fast correspondent for c-Tirre Magazine, 11 clairred that much of the blame goes to 

the Israelis woo were not (X)()perative with the press arrl W during the first two 

weeks of the war. I.et me suggest anotrer reason. It> one likes to feel guilty. 

Since the Sea:>rrl ~rld War decent people have been troubled by the ITalOry of the 

Holocaust. I suggest that the war in I.ebanon gave a strategy to eradicate this un

pleasant, queasy feeling of guilt: ~ victims of the Holocaust are creating another 

Holocaust with other victims. Jews were depicted as acting like Nazis toward Arabs. 

West Beirut was cncpared to the Warsaw Ghetto, and Jews to Nazis o:tClu.itting a Holo

caust against innocent, helpless Palestinians. 'Ihis was so far fran the actual 

facts, so irrational that I suspect its source, too, is irrational. It may have 

been, I suggest, an unconscious ccping way to expunge oneself fran the guilt that 

~s over many decent poople because of the Holocaust." 

Given the media's intense interest in locating and p.lblicizing dissent in the 

Jewish cx:mnunity, IX> critic oould claim to be surprised when the media played up _ 

his ccnments; so the question must be asked; why did tl'X>se who went p.lblic go public? 

A cynic might speak of ego; here was a golden opportunity to make headlines. I 

tern to dismiss this explanation, but I cannot help but worrler abcAlt the oolleague 

who invited television cameras into his sanctuary Kol Nidre night. I also found 

this revealing language in a bulletin article. "Friday afternx>n, erev Shabbat Shuva, 

14 Refonn, Conservative and Orth:xlax rati>is, representing only thenselves (an:l an 

additional 12 of their oolleagues who CX>Uld not be present) gave a press conference. 

we rncde the eleven o'clock news on at least two television stations arxi half a 

oozen rooi.o stations. The press, with the exception of Jim Franklin in the Glci>e, 

• • 
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who alluded to our hastily conceived venture at 'making neWS' has so far let us dovm" 

(italics ~). 

A f6N colleagues have mcrle it their business for many years to voice publically 

their criticism of Israel in the general press. What was unusual about this Fall 

was that a nunber of ex>lleagues woo ha:l rX>t heretofore publically criticized Is

rael felt CXJllpelled to do so. J 7 l J ■• 1 rrn las l' Lisi 3 alsb I UL l!l@ l r • ai l l I 

es11r •••t•l i.j 1J~•---■1.i?•zliJ_.P•: ••llill•?11•.-.i"~·•· ill ..alillla&■l-■liallillillllaa. In Boston and Chicago small groups 

of colleagues met and signed critical statements intended for publication. The 

Cllicago statarent was particularly interesting s.ince it underlined the fact that 

going public was seen by the signators as a significant syml:x:>lic step - ''breaking 

our discipled silence under which we have long stood in relation to Israel." Those 

who signed on agreed to read the statenent to their congregations, and many did. 

'Ihe senrons I read fran this group tended to focus on the issue of a::ming out 

of the closet, going public with criticism of Israel, and I sensed a palpable sense 

of relief that the speaker had finally let himself say \\hat he had felt for a long 

time. "I could IX>t help but think of the many times I had twinJes of rcoral ooncern 

about the direction in which Israel was noving but kept silent, worrying that my 

words oould have been attacked as disloyal to Israel, a traitor to the cause ... 

all of us, all who did not speak, share this guilt because our silence was never 

in the best interests of Israel." "Olr silence has oontributed ta,.,ard Israel's 

present predicament" and "speakiI¥:J out is the beginning of Israel's healing." 'lbe 

skeptic in me suggests that speaking out in Tel Aviv - the massive rally dsnarding 

an investigation of the goverment's role in the events leading to the Chatilla 

killings - might and did represent the beginning of Israel's healing, while speak

ing out in Chicago aCCDnplished little rut to ronvince the media that their ener

getic digging for proof of J6Nish dissent had hit pay dirt. 

Another of the signators explained that he spoke as he did about the militancy 

of the Begin gove 1 t in order to save the loyalties of the American Jew. "Over 

• , 
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the past nonths many of our young people arrl our intellectuals have bea::me alien

ated." It was his hc.pe "that plain talk, noral talk arrl real dialogue will help 

stem the tide of alienation fran Israel and the Jewish people." Again, the skeptic 

in me wonders if these alienated intellectuals and would-be intellectuals were 

in the cc:ngregation to hear .iris plain talk. 

I would describe these cri de cx:>eur_pronouncarents and sernons as exactly 

what they seaned to be: a public unburdening by sane wh:> were sick at heart that 

an Israel they cared deeply about was no longer the gentle state of their dreams 

and that the current Begin governnent slowed few signs of being sensitive to their 

ooncerns. They were distw:bed by what they knew of Israel's hard-nosed occupation 

policies in the West Bank, of the Begin ·. goverrmen~1~s enc:ouragerent of West Bank 

' settlanents, and of a grc:Ming p.lblic attitude in Israel which they felt no longer 

accepted pcwer as a painful necessity but glorified force. 

Others questioned this need to go on the·reoord. "'Ille cxnbiriation of TV, 

radio arrl newspapers have helped distort our nonnal vision and wisdan. It has pro

duced a flcx:xl of solE!lll'l, strident am oonfusing resolutions in the American press 

am in our CMll city, even fran rabbinic rolleagues. The only saving grace is that 

such pronouncanents will not be long ~em:mbered." Another wrote: "'Ibo many Ameri

can Jews were too quick to believe this early media distortion, too swift to pass 

jud~t on Israel. Too many of us, because \ve have an Wlrealistic image of Is

rael, have been too willing to lll1?0se unreasonable standards up:,n her . Too many 

of us, because of our indignation with Israeli p:,liticians, are too ready to vent 

our indignaticn on all Israelis." In a similar view arx>ther, paraphrasing Rein-
\\ 

hold Neibuhr, spoke of the naivete of the early Zicnist myths which failed to 

take into accnmt the essential annrality which governs relaticnships between na-
. ~ tion states. 

It appe]:~\ratttus urgency to go plblic derived in oo snail measure fran 
A 

frustration with the naticnal Jewish organizations am power brokers. 
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One of those who spent a lot of time explaining his need to speak out de

scribed the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations as a mere "fun

nel for the conveying of whatever the line of the Israel goverrrrent at arr:t time 

to the American Jewish camunity." In their approach, he said, "tribal solidarity 

· takes precedence over judicial morality." Another mnplained of "the inmaturity 

and irresponsibility of so many of our American Jewish leaders woo allow Israel to 

call_ all the shots." His proof? 'lbe cancellation of a recent International Confer

ence for Soviet Jem:y schedulErl for Paris because President Mitterarrl waild not 

receive Prime Minister Begin. He did not raise the question of whether kevod ha

nasi was a legitimate concern. I should add that the localization of these 'I 

need to speak out' se:rnons Te the two cities where group meetings had taken place 

and a co-signed pronouncement had been sent to the press made me wonder if sane 

powerful personality hcrl set a tone based on his a-m agenda which others, in the 

heat of a tense situation, picked up and made their a-m. 

Conplaints of this~ shaded over into canplaints that Jewish life was 

too Israel-centered and, presunedly, diminished by that fact. One colleague who 

had avoided all reference to the Middle Fast except for a single paragraph which he 

inserted into his Kol Nidre semon sent me this explanation: "I stuck with my 

original thanes and felt I achieved keeping a perspective on things. I guess sane 

of this reflects my growing fee~RJ that if we becxme so totally Israel-centered in 

our selllOns etc. we are in a sense ass_igning American Judaisn and the synagogue with 

a secx,rx:i place position." One senron described Israel and the diaspora as the 

poles of a single elipse, but quickly added: "The needs of the State of Israel 

necessarily distorted that elipse, that balance." Today "the needs of the diaspora. 

require that the balance be restored." 'lhe overwhelming majority of the sennons 

took a directly ~sed tack and etphasized the iJlix)rtance of oontinued financial 

support of UJA, Bonds, etc., despite any qualms people might have abalt the policies 
of the Begin goverrment, l\:>st: of us accept the thesis that energies directed t.o 

~ 
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benefit Israel and th:>se directed towards oor darestic institutions reenforce eadl 

other, but one man, whose congregation had scheduled between the holidays a United 

Jewish Appeal rally, billboarded this function, but was quick to add, ''We might 

choose to eannark funds to encourage the calls we feel are rrorally rorrect. We 

have not and we shall not turn our backs on Israel, but neither shall we close cur 

mirrls." He then noved on to his major concern: support of his rongregation '$ 

Enclavlnent Fund. 

Two men raised up the fear that Israel's actions would subject the diaspora . 

to violen~. "Many of us feel Israel has met its cbjectives and it ought to take 

steps to create a healing climate rather than have a climate where a JEM will be 

assassinated twenty years fran r'Dll, wal.kiIY:J dcwn the street in Chicago." "Who 

would have believed 35 years ago that every synag0311e in the world would beCXIne a 

little Masada with concern for security and the obvioos presence of security guards." 

M:>st of us had the good sense not to play to the deepest anxieties of our surmer 

soldiers and sunshine patriots: "~re than on~ l have heard American Jews say, 

h.cM car:i the state of Israel do this to us ... let me hasten to assure you the ac

tions of Israel, whether we agree with than or disagree. . .will not increase anti-

.. 

Semitism. It may give anti-semites what we call in HebrE.W a pith:>n-peh, an excuse. • • 

but it will not be the cause . " 

'" One colleague expressed an ecurrenical ooncern: On the issue of the Pales-

tinian Arabs we have bea:xie estranged fran the mainline Olristian gra.ips. • .we 

forget that for years and years these were the greatest supp:>rters of Israel ard 
. 

the struggle of anti-semitism in this oountry; we do mt even talk with them any-

nore;" but, given the ex>nti.nuing irrlifference of many Church organizations to Is

rael's needs am the fact that nost of us cb not share thfN Revisionist ~t:ar4 of • 

the role of the mainline churches in the fa.uxli.rg of Israel, nost did rot voice 

art;f particular longirg for these presumedly lost ties. Cne colleague even described 

"the obscene rntion" of an unnamed Christian clergyman who had suggested that "for 



the pe.ace of the world, Israel may have to disappear." 

Few criticized the invasion of I.ebaoon. Many made a point of saying that 

they hcrl no qualms about the Peace ~"Galilee operation until the IDF was ordered to 

cross the 40 kilaneter line which had been the announced objective. I found only 

two IOOn, both practiced critics, woo cnild find "no justification" for Israel's 

rrove into Iebanon, and one of th~e ackn:Mledged: "I am one of the minority of 

rabbis that believed fran the first day that the war in Le.baron was doaned to be 

a moral and political failure." The other was certain "the invasion was the center 

piece of a carefully cala.ilated CX>nspiracy. Operation Peace For Galilee was, in 

fact, a mask for a Beirut war, the real intent of which was to penetrate Iebanon 

to Beirut, there to root out and destroy the PID in order to facilitate the armex

ation of the West Bank." 

Everyone was heartsick at the oost in human life, but only the two practised 

critics were prepared to load Israel with all the blame: "Their (PID) excesses did 

not provide Israel with the excuse for the tremerrlous devastation caused in Beirut." 

A few echoed Ali>a Eban and were distllrbed that the I.ebaoon incursion was Israel's 

first "optional war, the first use of military IXJWer where the threat was neither 

inmediate nor fX)tentially fatal;" but again, only the practised critics played mili

tary expert arrl cited the ease of t:1-e Israel advance as proof that the PID was really 

not an enemy to be feared. Most reminded their people of the umergrourrl storerocms 

packed with crates of sophisticated wea:EX)ns and of the elegant advanced planes 

arrl missiles of the Syrian Air Force: "The PID did pose a real threat to the Is

raelis." 

Most reoognized that no single or simple judgment cx,uld do justice to the 

cnuplexity of the situation. ''We weep for all the inrX>Oents. Yet, we also kIXJW 

wars may be necessary ard wars always kill." Another wrote: "Everyone was torn 

by the agony of the war in I.ebaoon and its toll in lives lost - Israeli, Lebanese 

and Palestinian. It was the Hebrew poet, Bialik, who once wrote: Fit vengeance 
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for the spilt blood of a child the d~il has not CXITipiled. Bialik was speakin:J 

not only of a Jewish child but of any child - all those innocents mo always suffer 

the rrost fran war. --rhe Bible recounts that the children of Israel were ccmnanded 

to smear the blood of a lamb on the dooqosts of their houses so that the angel of 

death would pass over them. But surely, the rabbinical sages of the Talmud remark, 

the angel of death can distinguish between Jew arrl Egyptian. They ang./er, 'Once 

destruction is unleashed, it cannot distinguish between the wicked and the good.' 

Therein lies the tragic ambiguity of wars. ~et the slaves would have remained 

sla~es, fettered still by their tormentors if there have been no plagues. No rroral 

bcnb has been invented to single out terrorists arrl pass over the civilians. But 

survival is a value in itself and an act of nnr~ity." 

I was not surprised that those who were confident that Israel's military ac-
• 

tivity was W1Warranted painted the Begirf government and the Prime Minister, himself, 

in the blackest of colors; but I was surprised that many wt¥:> scM the canplexity of 

the situation came dCMn just as harshly on the Prirre Minister. One rolleague, in 

effect, identified Begin with the Canaanites, that tiny minority of intellectuals 

who in the pre-State year~ argued _that Israel should be a Hebrew, not a Jewish, 

nation - pagan rather than Torahic. He did not specifically call Begin a Caanite, 

but he oonnected the wellsprings of his policies with the militant rhetoric of that 

group. "Realism am its needs may -explain, am perhaps even justify, the devastat

in:J rollisioo of mstile forces in Iebarx:>n. But let not the Zionist ideal be stilled. 

Let not the thread of Jewish history be severed. At best, let it be a diversion, 

albeit a necessary one, f ran that lon:J, painful . but honorable, saga of the miracle 

of our survival ... We are not Canaanites." Arx:>ther said: "He is rot only rigid, 

but caustic, cantankerous and seaningly unappreciative of America's role in sup-

port of Israel." Another: "I have feared and q>IX)sed Menachem Begin since the 

day of his election as Prime Minister. He is neither a man of peace oor one who 

can understand am see the necessity of regardin:J Israel as a part of world brother

h:lod." Another presented what can only be called a caricature: "Prirre Minister 

. 
' 
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Begin is a disciple of Jabotinsky and the Revisionist roovement in Zionism. Jabotinsky 

preached a fanatic Zionism, an enphasis on p::,wer, and a disdain for rcorality; that 

a man like Menachen Begin, Prime Minister of Israel, that a man like Sharon is De

fense Minister of Israel - this is a rcoral catastrcphe for the Jewish people." Only 

one sernon raised the possibility that we might not be giving the devil his due. 

"Begin doesn't cane across vecy well, especially in these times of g Reagan Adminis

tration. Where we have a group obsessed with matters of style, Begin doesn't relate; 

he doesn't lOC>k gcod on 'IV. He' s too damn long-winded and stubborn. " He went on 

to say that a few reix>rters were willing to recognize that Mr. Begin and Israel have 

been Ul1Ilercifully and unrelievedly battered and have few options left but to batter 

back. I did not find in aI'f;/ semon any reference to Mr. Begin's role at Canp David 

or the pullback fran Sinai or Yarnit. 

Settlarent policies and rontrol methods on the West Bank are real issues and 

ix>sitions opposed to Begin's ix:>licies are not only umerstandable but probably 

sound, but I rould IX>t help wondering to what degree these harsh judgments were no

tivated by differences over :p:>litical philosophy and :p:>litical strategies and hCM 

much by pique and personal frustration. Sane of us have close ties with the leading 

Labor ix:>liticians, kilhutz leaders and intellectuals, and our friends are no longer 

in p::,wer. ''We are res:p:>nsible, " one oolleague said, "for undercutting sane of the 

finest :p:>tential leaders of Israel, sane of the best voices." Another demanded 

the resignation of the Begin governrrent and cried for a new partnership between the 

l~ership of Refonn Judaism, the kilhutz governnent and Israeli intellectuals "in 
" pursuit of a liberal Jewish spiritual revival built on the principles of Refonn Ju-

.. 
daism am Zionism." A ooey idea, but isn't the problan that we IlllSt learn to 

work with those who represent today's Israel? Admittedly, Labor's social dE!TDcratic 

visioo is closer to mainstrean Refonn's mission of Israel teadrlng than the narrower, 

less optimistic, social instinct-of Begin and the Likua,- but -c.b we act wisely when 

we caricature their policies am avoid oonfronting their genuine oonoems? '!heir 

• I 
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version of the old faith may be a bit tough-minded for our taste, but then our 

version of the old faith must seem naively ranantic to many who live under permanent 

seige. 

My am instincts had been to speak fran the heart arrl fran the head. I under

stood Israel's predicament and I was concerned over sane of Israel's actions. Most, 
I found, approached their (X)ngregations much as I had: "We want to be a nation like 

• 
all other nations and we want to be a light untD the nations. We want for Israel 

safety and security, but also a ITEaning beyond survival." Another: "It is the 

oldest of JetJish dilemnas and, at the same time, the most ranarkable of Jewish chal

lenges. Stated by Hillel so many centuries ago: 'If I am not for myself who will 

be for me, but if I am only for reyself, what am I?' Ourselves, but also others. 

Survival, security, b.It survival with a dream arrl a vision. O.rr obligation as sup-
• 

porters of Israel and as sup!X)rters of the Jewish people is to be supporters of 

both the body and the soul, of the muscle ard the vision." Another: ·"I knew that 

for the past 2,000 years, during which we have been the dust under the heel of the 

oppressor, we a::>uld anrounce that rroral stance without reservation because we were 

the oppressed ones. We advocated what someone called 'the morality of p:,werless

ness. I But then we cane to our own lam and to rontrol our own destiny, then, as 

in our own lives when children gro,, up, nnrality, idealism and values CX>nfront 

the real world of power arrl the Jewish people who had not knJwn political power for 

2,000 years nCM hcrl to cane to terms with its own newly won pcMer, no,, had to grapple 

with the words in the Talmud that if one cxmes to kill you, you are entitled to 

kill him first - assuming, of course, that you have the i:o,,er." Another: "We 

Jews pride ourselves that we changed the land of our forefathers to which we returned 

in peace a century ago. We changed it fran a desert to a land in bloan; but the 

land, the burden of a native h:rne, has also changed us. '!his is the price we have had 

to pay jo~ nationhood. Jews ro,, have a militai:y _.force. Jews rrM £ight wars to _ 

protect their o.m. '!hank God we can. '!hank God we are gcxxl at it. Thank God 

we can say, 'never again, ' and have the force aoo the will to persevere - to make 
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it stick." After all, Judaism teaches both "righteousness, righteousness shall you 

pursue" and "Be not righteous overmuch, why should you destroy yourself." 'lb 

nost of us the image of Zion redeaned in justice is a mnpelling image, but justice 

is a goal to reach for, not an inflexible standard which can be awlied in all 

situations. 

Only a very few sernons insisted that principle nust be upheld whatever the 

cirClBllStance: "Either Israel and Jews everywhere are abronnally noral or why be 

Jewish." One such selll'On labeled Lebaron an "insanity" arrl insisted that "the 

brutal destruction of ccmnunities were actions _hardly ·different fran the PIDwhich 

killed sate 100,000 (sic) I.ebanese during the last years." He spoke of the hardening 

of world opinion against Israel and, "by reason of linkage," against world Jewry. 

'Ihe surrmer's events were viewed as prCXlf that "Israel's noral fiber is rotting 

cJMay." His evidence: I.ebanon, yeridah, inflation, the refusal of the refuseniks 

to settle in Israel etc. He spoke not of noral dilemna, but to set matters straight. 

He hcrl it all worked out: Begin must resign, Navan was to be named Prime Minister. 

A cabinet of Israel's best arrl brightest vJOuld be narred. A full investigation 

of the canp affair vJOuld be held and all foreign forces wruld be µilled out of 

Lebaron. Finally, Israel waild reverse vJOrld opinion ''by making amends (sic) with 

African nations who could use their technical skills as they prepare for life in 

the 21st century. 

A number of senoons oontrasted a "wrong" idea of Zionism, a ~ple in search 

of nonnalcy with a "right" idea of Zionism, a state seeking always to align its 

policies to the highest Jewish principles. "'lhe earliest Zionist pioneers came 

to Palestine to found a State unlike any o~r ... There was to be a universal 

benefit to Israel's birth r.; - . "I expect Israel to live by standards higher 

than those of other nations. Not only are the eyes of the \\10rld UJ.X>n Israel: I 

believe that God's eyes are UlX)n her. I refuse to settle for Israel acting juse 

like any other naticn. If that be a dooble starxlard, so be it." "Sane .•. oold 

• 
' 
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that Israel should not be judged by higher standards than other nations, that the 

State of Israel was refounded (sic) mt to be a light unto the nations but to ror

rnalize the Jewish people. . . As Jews we coose not to be nonnal." M:>st who spoke 

this way spoke out of sadness rather than anger because "sane of Israel's idealism 

is being lost as the Arab-Israel struggle drags on." A few find this insistence on 

a double standard nothing but rhetoric: "Reform Judaism has as one of its main doc

trines that Judaism should be a light unto the nations. We should be an exemplary 

people. I long ago relin;iuished that idea. When American Jews developed the sane 

divorce rates; when we produced delirquents, drug addicts and drunkards as every

body else does, I concluded that we Js-,s are just like any other people arrl perhaps 

nore so. To demand of us what no other peoples expect of themselves is to operate 

on a double staroard ... if otrer pa:>ples are entitled to their miscreants so, too, 

are the Jewish people. When we agonize over the Beinlt massacre ... it is because 

hiding ore's eyes in the face of evil is against the Jewish ethic. It is sanething 

Jews shouldn't be doin:J because decent human beings do not turn a!way when evil is 

being perpetrated. " 

If the serrcons offered specific advice it was that Israel be rrore forthcx:mi.ng 

on the autonany issue and restrain, if not actually stop, further settlenent on 

the West Bank. -·-''In Iebarx>n the issue was the great loss of-innocent life and the ---

high cost of winning. In the West Bank it is the Begin goverrment's seening pref

erence to oontirrue military rule and perhaps annexation as opposed to a rrore forth

coning effort to achieve a negotiated peace." Arx:>ther advised: ''Now is the tine 

for Israel to seek peace ... to offer to its Palestinian citizens (sic) sanethil'¥J 

with strength that it could rot offer before rut of weakness ard that is a place 

to call their own." A sensitive hope, rut he treated ~s progran as if it guaran

teed results: "'!here will be no peace until the Palestinians have their place. 

'!be pranise of self-detenninati.on can bring peace~" If histoz:y teaches anything it 

is that the virtue of a p:,lity does rx,t guarantee its victory. '!his semon left the 
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issue at this point, but one of the widely quoted critics was so certain that Pales

tinian self-detennination would bring peace that he favored turning the screws on 

Israel to make it ha~. "President Reagan will have to apply enornous pressure 

on Begin in order to alter the way the governrrent of Israel interprets the concept 

of autonaey laid dCMil in the Cairp David Accords." 

Few ~f those woo prescribed the granting of full autonany to the Palestinians 

ronfronted the question why so many in Israel do not agree with this program which 

apparently seans to many of us both a rroral and achievable solution. Little credit 
· ._",1\osor 

was given to the rooral sensitivity of any in Israel who are members of Peace N:M. ,,_ 

"These leaders (Begin-Sharon) are sup!X)rted by certain changes in the population 

of Israel. 'Ihe clear majority are the Sephardim - eastern Jews who grew up in Arab 

lands . 'Ibey brought an Arab belief in muscle and force. The Arab knows muscle, rot 

equal justice under law. These Se?lardim who did not share the early Zionist ideals 

of socialism, humanitarianism, and equality are the finn supporters of the Prime 

Minister and his policies." 'lbis •offharrled dismissal of the noral sensitivities of 

rrore than half Israel's citizens disturbed rre am I wondered if I read into these 

lines what was not intended. I had mt. He continued: "Israel is not the guardian 

of Jewish values. In many ways America is a better guardian of those values than 

Israel. We are, after all, a mioority and it is the minority that is concerned 

with spality and civil liberties. In addition, Israel is a frontier state strugg

ling for survival with little time to concentrate on ideals. We are citizens of an 

older, far more secure, det0cracy which has had time to focus on ideals necessacy 

for survival. The American Jew is nore likely to take to heart the great spiritual 

am noral teachings of our heritage than his Israeli counte!}>art (italics mine). 

I was troubled by this confident identification of our rooral rhetoric as 

the right way, the Jewish way; but even more so by ~ further cla:im a few oolleagues 

made that" our superior noral outlook is· a · direct benefit of our beiri'J a diaspora 

camunity which is not fully responsible for its own fate. "Judaism and Jews have 
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lived most of our existence without a state and flourished better in this situation 

than as a nation in antiquity or nodernity." I firrl this a strange thesis, indeed, 

for one who reads weekly fran a Bible written and edited by Jews wtx:> lived in a 

sovereign Jewish State. Are we to be forever limited to the zroral vision of the 

powerless? If so, we really have little to offer the world by way of a meaningful 

ethic. 

• 
' 

Another serrcon treated this theme at sorre length. It described: "three great 

and interlocking dangers - rrortal (sic) dangers - that afflict \tJOrld Jewry." The 

second of these dangers turned out to be "th;? danger posed to Jewry by scma of the 

actions of Israel arrl the way an ovei::whelmingly hostile world has interpreted 

these actions." "The last thing our ~rld Deeds is a mini super power that claims 

to be ans-werable only to God." "'Ihe fanatic chauvinisn that rroves the Begin govern

ment to rash actions, ·to extravagant clailrs, and to biting the hand of its one ally" 

have ~ansfo:rmed ''what the word 'Israel' means today even to its friends." "'!here 

was ·a tine when the word 'Israel ' oonveyed an image of scholarship, of agricultural 

miracles, of musical prodiges, of proplE£ies fulfilled." "Today the ~rd 'Israel' 

projects an image of yet another nation state involved in the blood and guts of real 

politik, oo ~rse, but alas, hardly better than arrx other," which leads to this cxn

clusioo: ''We can rx, longer look to Israel as the prirre exanplar of Jewish values 

' and as the prime guarantor of · Jewish survival." 

'Ibis lammt rroved .imnediately to a section entitled "American Jewry, the 

Only lbpe." Its oonclusion: "If Jewry is to sw:vive into the twenty-first cen

tw:y in any meaningful way it will be thrw.gh the strength and detennination of the 

hnerican Jewish ocmmmity." 'lhi.s theme was repeated in his Yan Ki.ppur sentnn: 

''We have created here in America outstanding Jewish universities and ral:binical 

seminaries am worrlerful social service agencies; we have produced an unbelievable 

nunber -of Nobe1-·1aureates~ we predaninate in the nilsical -ana literary a:mrunities. 

As I see it, we are in the midst of a Golden Age here in .Anerica, an age even nore 
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resplendant than the golden ages of Babylonian and Spanish Jewry." American Jf?M-

ry is prosperous, well supplied with institutions, and has many notables to its 

credit, but I was brought short by this encanium because the speaker had begun his 

Rosh Hashanah sennon by naming as the third and 'rrost severely metastasized' of the 

rrortal dangers that confront world Jewry as "the increasing-ly casual and apathetic 

manner in which the vast majority of Jews respond tc? their Jewishness in a secular 

world." Cl:>virusly, all is not well in paradise. Whose fault was this? Incredibly, 

Israel's.• "In the midst of all of this intellectual and social creativity, so 

many American Jews define their Judaism through Israel, and so many Awerican Jewish 

institutions take their cues fran Israel. There is an imnaturity - a lack of respon

sibility in the Arcerican Jewish cx:mrunity - that is frightening to people like ne 

who see American Jewry as the guarantor of Jewish survival." 

As a cnild when my brother airl I rough-housed and broke srnething, my de

fense was to canplain loudly that it was his fault. To blame Israel for American 

Jewry's lack of cultural and spiritual quality seans to me just such a juvenile re

action. Israel has IX>t drained funds fran the synagogue. If you doubt this go 

back and look at Tanple budgets and rati>is ' salaries f ran the 19 20 ' s. We are as 

• well off as we are because of Israel. Israel has not drained funds fran our camu

ni ties' social welfare institutions. Joint U.J.A.-Federation drives exist because 

local agencies firrl it to their advantage to piggy-back on the UJA's appeal. I 

object as much as anyone when a rich m-goodnik is oonored by an Israel-related 

in. _ituticn, but let the synagogue whidl has not done the same cast the first stone. 

I < ·_cry the coarseness arrl macho of sane American Jews, but are Entebbe arxl the 

bars of Tel Aviv to blame or the violence and imulgen::e of our o,m society? 

• f 

One can find evidence of ''militacy triumphalism" in Israel: Kahane, the Gush, 

Sharon; but I warder whether these woo claim that ti Israel's policies reflect 
~c. faith in the gun rather than in Gcxi may not • still fighting our good fight against 
I\ 

the Viet Nam war. There are similarities. Israeli planes regularly streak across 
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neighboring borders. Elected mayors are surcmarily retoVed fran their West Bank 

offices. Jerusalem is willing to use force to gain its objectives, but there are 

significant differences. America was rx>t threatened. Israel is. The PID arrl Syria 

have bcmbed Israel's cities. Unless we deny all rroral sensitivity to all Israelis, 

we must face the fact that the Laoor Party and nost of the thoosand)who protested 

Beg~'s position on a Carrnission of Inquiry'fili !el Aviy]share his view that the 

West Bank settlarents must renain, that Jerusalem must remain united urrler Israeli 

sovereignty, and that the Palestinian ccmnunities on the West Bank cannot be granted 

full sovereignty. 

Co'nplex issues require that we use our powers of imagination as well as our 

capacity of irrlignati.on. "Because of the 35 years spent on sheer survival ... there 

is a growing sense of spartan military nentality. It's one I don't feel cxmfortable 

with, but I can't judge because were I to live there all the ti.me then the nature of 

war would be as mudl a part of my life as the nature of turning on the 'IV for my 

kids to watch Sesame Street." 

What is gained by stereotypiBJ Israel's Sephardic ccmnunity as medieval in 

practice and perspective? I like Sdlirrller's suggestion in his December '82 speedl 

to the UAHC Board that we "de-Ashkenize Refonn·,·Judaism so that we truly becare one 

people;" but to take up his suggestion whole-heartedly would_require that we do rrore 

than reoognize President Navan as a Sephardi or invite Sephardi intellectuals to the 

next CCAR Conference. To de-Ashkenize Refonn Judaism wruld require that we ratOVe 

Hegel, Kant, Marx, the social utopians and ~•s Lib fran our value assunptions. 

It can't be done. I'm not sure it soould be done. But, at least, let's play with 

the idea long erx:>Ugh to admit that our ethical assumptions CMe as nuch to secular 

Western ideologies am to the ilrp:>tency of the diaspora synagogue as to trcrlitional 

Jewish smroes. Our IOOre than oocasicnal. flights of self-righteais oratory do 

little to encx:,urage American Jews to cx:nfront thoughtfully the tried of hard issues -

survival, power arxl Torah - which Israel must sanelx:Jw adjust. One illustraticm 
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of such rhetoric will suffice: "We all accept and support that· Israel was created 

as a Jewish State, in part to give physical security to Jews who were not all<Med 

the luxury (sic) of living elsewhere on earth. That purpose still holds true. . .but 

more than a refuge, Israel must be Jewish . . 'lb be Je.a,ish it must live and act in 

the spirit of Judaism as reflected by our highest ideals and loftiest values. If 

it does mt it has no 100re reason to exist than any other nation arrl can lay ro 

special claim to the allegiance of anyone includii:9 its CMI1 citizens (italics mine). 

We do not have to agree with Begin on many issues - I certainly don't - but 

let's recognize that he's not wrong when he insists that in his part of the world, 

as in ours, peace between nations depends to a large degree on p:Mer and deterrence. 

When one oolleague asserted: "that there are other ways to resolve disputes short 

. 
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of physical violence or war. Judaism insists that we 'can' choose life and mt death. 

Instead of Hillul ha-Shem, JB,1S are required to work for Kiddush ha-Shem. Kiddush 

ha-Shem is conduct which IUI"Sues Shalan, peace;" I famd myself muttering: "Kiddush 

ha-shem is martyrdan and the peace you propose is utopian. 'Ibe Middle East cannot 

expect such a peace. Passions are too high. The people of the region are under

going convulsive eoonanic and social changes. Recngnize that you're talking to a 

congregation wl'x:)se mem:>ers live in a society of laws arrl rights. Israel has to 

survive in a sea of sharks. 

I kept asking myself hCM those wh::> told their oongregations "the prani.se 

of self-detennination (for the Palestinians) will brirg peace," could be so sure 

that what they label legitimate Palestinian rights would, if granted, guarantee 

peace. 'llle Palestinians may have other ideas as to the nature of their legitimate 

rights. Will they be satisfied with an autorx::xey which does J'X)t include the vacating 

of all Israeli settlerents? How can Jews agree that the West Bank be jooenrein? 

Will the Palestinians be satisfied if Jerusalen is not an Arab capital? 

I synpathize with the call for dialogue between Israel and the diaspora. A 

• 
• 



• 

family holds together best when its members speak their minds, krXJW wherein and 

why they disagree, and agree to disagree agreeably; but I don't agree that we haven't 

been speaking to each other. There have been nt.merous oonf erences am oongresses 
• ' 

arrl sore who spoke most of a need to dialogue have been arrong the nost faithful parti

cipants in these meetings. 'lbeir prci>len is not the lack of dialogue but that the Is

raelis, or at least many of then, have mt accepted (listened to) their point of view 

and that they have not been convincro by (listena:l to) positions whidl they fourrl 

unsympathetic. Is that so surprising oonsidering how radically different our situations? 

I sense that the renewed call for dialogue ccrres fran those woo want to 

preach arrl convert, and it is this spirit which seems to lie behiirl the call wade by 

a colleague for a world Jewish Assanbly. Presunedly, in such an assanbly his views 

(our views?) would have strong representation and we wculd not have to depend on 

agencies which do not speak our language. I wmder. Are we so sure that rrost Jews 

share the urgent messianisn which :rootivates some of us? Are we so sure of our oon

gregations? lt>reover, I dOubt that even if we had a sizeable delegation it would be 

any more effective than ARZA has been at the W:>rld Zionist Congress, am~ reason, 

again, would be structural. Om:Israel-related issues rn international Congress of 

Jews will ever have the final say on Israel-related issues. However convinced we are 

abalt what Jerusalem slx>uld or slx>uld not do in regard to the West Bank, our lives 

aren't on the line and our sons aren't in the IDF. Since it would lade authority, Is

rael is, after all, a sovereign state, any such body would be little nore than arnther 

frustratinJ debate fonm. 

A final thought on our responsibility to our congregatioos. '!hey nea:I strength

ening as well as noral guidance, and we need to do a lot of hard ~ prayerful think

ing abalt the percepticn which a few voiced and which, I'm sure, maey felt but 

did not voice, that Israel's acticns may affect/have affected adversely our well-

being here in hnerica. - 'lbere was a good bit of talk abalt the bacbings in Europe 

and sane linked Israel's actions to a rise in anti-semitisn. No one recalled that 

there were barbings in Europe in 1967 ard 1973 when it was the Arabs woo attacked. 
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Will a West Bc3nk settlement em terrorism? I doubt it. Anti-semitism does rot need 

an excuse arrl terrorism has its own maniacal logic. 

Israel isn't always in the right. Begin may not be the best leader Israel 

could have. But, surely, we who are so understanding in our cnunseling must work 

at least as hard to be understanding of the actions of the Jewish State. let's at 

least reCX)(Jmze that in these tragic tiires and in that tough unyielding arena a 
. . 

less messianic, nore prudential and, yes, even nore power-oriented, standard than 

the one we apply to the danestic issues of diaspora life may not only have sane 

merit but sane claim to be called Jewish. As I understand the Jewish approach, it 

rejects the either/or attitude, "either Israel and Jews everywhere are abnonnally 

rroral or why be JcWish" in favor of a both/arrl approach, "take hold of this (the 

vision) but don't leave go of the other (the .i.rt'tferative of survival)." I take 

my CDnclusion fran arother's sermon: "We should walk the extra mile of understandin:J 

for our fella\1 Jews for whan living up to their highest ideals is so much nore 

di.ff icult p" 
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