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United Church of Christ (Congregational) 
990 State Street, Vermilion, Ohio 44089 

February 12, 1968 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple,£. 105th St. and Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Telephone (216) 967-5212 

Thank you very much for your interest in being 
a preacher for one of the services during our sesquicentennial 
year. We are flexible as to Sunday dates and would be pleased 
to accept any date convenient wi(h you. The following dates 
would probably be best -- _.,. une 30 July 7, or July 14th. After 
that time a Large part of oU~ congregation is away from here. 

Our intent in these services is to discuss issues, 
mov&nents, and ideas facing the church today and in the future. 
Other preachers through the year are listed on the inclosed 
sheet. May I suggest that your sermon be addressed to the 
question of the basis for and possible Limits to Judaic
Christian dialogue? I offer this only as a suggestion and 
we will honor any topic you , choose. 

Thank you v ry much for your kindness in consider
ing this invitation. 

Cordially yours, 

Louis£. Bertoni , Minister 



, 

The Rev. Erston Butterfield, President Ohio Conference 
United Church of Christ 

"The United Church and the Ecumenical Church" 

The Rev. B. Bruce Whittemore, Executive Secretary, 
Greater Cleveland Council 
of churches. 

"The Church and the City" 

The Rev. George Simons Roman Catholic Chaplain 
Lorain County Corrmunity College 

"The Church Amid a New Reformation" 

Mr. Roger Crawford, Associate Director, Lorain County 
Economic Opportunity Committee 

"The Church Amid Racial Crisis" 

The Rev. William Nelson Past President, United Church 
Board for World Ministries 

"The Challenge and Scope of Our Work Abroad" 



, 

Dr. Loul• E. Bertoni 
United Church of Chri•t 
990 State Street 
Vermilion, Ohio 44089 

Dear Dr. Bertoni: 

February 1S, 1968 

I will be happy to participate ln your aeaqulce11tenntal year. 
I can be witb you oa Sunday morntns, June 30tb. 

If it doe• not do too much d•maa• to the lnatltuttonal focu• 
of your ••rlea, I would like to ~ak on "The Loat and l"oand 
Generation. " I would deal wttb tbe queattOD• of value• and of 
commitment. It l• the kind of thln1 I aay to my own people and 
I think it i• neceaaary to be aaid. If tbl• i• not acceptable, 
plea•• do not bealtate to aay ao. 

With all 1ood wl•••• 1 remaia 

Slacerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rd 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

990 STATE STREET 
VERMILION, OHIO 44089 

(CONGREGATIONAL) 

March 26, 1968 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
£. 105th and Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi ~ilver: 

TELEPHONE (216) 967-5212 

I am very pleased that you have so kindly 
consented to preach at our worship service on June 30th 
as part of our sesquicentennial year. The topic you 
suggested - "A Lost and Found Generation" will not be 
outside the focus we have chosen for this occasion. 

It would be helpful for us to have a photograph 
to use in newspaper announcements of the service and also 
a brief biographical sketch for our church newsletter. 
Your choice of scripture readings would also be helpful. 

Once again, thank you for your kindness in 
accepting this invitation. We are Looking forward to 
having you with us. 

Cordial Ly, 

◄ 

Louis£. Bertoni, Minister 

74~161:~~ 0 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

990 STATE STREET 
VERMILION. OHIO 44089 

(CONGREGATIONAL) 

June 19, 1968 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
£. 105th and Si Lver Park Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

TELEPHONE (216) 967-5212 

The congregation is looking forward with anticipation 
to your preaching here on June 30th, at 10:30 a. m. I will 
act as worship Leader and will be responsible for the service, 
except that we usually ask the visiting preacher to pronounce 
the benediction. We can discuss this and any other questions 
you may have about the order of worship just prior to the service. 
We would be pleased to use whatever scripture reading you wish to 
offer in conjunction with your topic. 

The church is located on State Route 60, about four 
blocks south of the center of town. The center of town is the 
second traffic Light past the bridge over Vermilion River. You 
will turn left on Route 60 and follow the route signs. The 
church sits back from the street, on the right side, and there 
is a sign near the street with the name of the church. 

Our usual honorarium is fifty dollars, plus travel and 
will assume this is satisfactory unless we hear from you. 

Sincerely, 

'--- ... 71 ~--·-
Louis£. Bertoni, Minister 



SUNDAY - JUNE 30 

If you take the shoreway from your home it becomes 6 & 20 which is a 

more or less direct route into Vermilion and would bring you to route 60 

where the church is located. But - - - if you take this route you pass 

tho~h Lakewood, Bay Village, Avon Lake, Sheffield Lake, Lorain and Amherst, 

Ohio. These communities all have very slow speed limits, 25 mph up to 35 mph 

until you pass Lorain, Ohio, which is over an hour's drive to that point. 

My suggestion is to rather go south from your home, that is , to get 

from Warrensville Center Road onto route 8 to Alexander Road. Turn right 

onto Alexander Road w (going west) which becomes Pleasant Valley Road. 

Pleasant Valley Road becomes Bagley Road and Bagley Road becomes Berea 

Road. From Berea Road in North Olmsted you pick up the Ohio Turnpike 

which is route 80 and becomes 80&90 and get off at the Elyr,ia interchange #8 

which is route 57. From route 57 turn left onto 25Jf which -'R~axJaua.:,oct"" becomes 
~ temporary 2 

the Ford plant and pick up 6 which takes you over the Vermilion River,lhen 

onto 60. Then follow Rev. Bertoni's instructions in the letter. 

This latter route affords speed limits from 40 mph up to 70 mph on the 

turnpike and I feel you will make much better time, less traffic and -- -
beautiful scenery. 



, . 
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United Church of Christ (Congregational) 
990 State Street, Vermilion, Ohio 44089 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

Telephone ( 216) 967-5212 

July 3, 1968 

Enclosed is a check to cover the honorarium and traveling 
expense for your visit with us on June 30. The congrega
tion was most interested in meeting and hearing you. The 
response to your sermon was enthusiastic. The Sesquicen
tennial Committee is pleased that you were able to parti
cipate in our anniversary year. June 30 was a memorable 
occasion in the life of our church. 

Under separate cover we are returning the photograph we 
received from you for use . 

With all good wishes to you and your congregation, I am 

Cordially yours, 

~IL, • 
Donald Hoffman 
Chairman 
Sesquicentennial Corrrnittee 

DH :dn 
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July 8, 1968 

Reverend Loui• E. Bertoni 
United Church of Chrl•t 
990 State Street 
Vermilion. Ohio 44089 

Dear Dr. Bertoni: 

It wa• a pleaaure being with you and to Join in 
your •••qulcentennial. I enjoyed the monain1 
and I hope that I added •om,1tbln1 to your cele
bration. Plea••• when you come to Cleveland • 
drop by The Temple for lunch •o that we can 
•pend a little time toaetber. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 



' 

• • , 

Mr. Donald Hoffman 
Chairman 
Sesquicentennial Committee 
United Church of Christ 
990 State Street 
Vermillion, Obi 44089 

Dear Mr. Hoff an: 

July 10, 1968 

It was a privilege to participat in the Sesquicentennial 
of the United Church of Christ. I pray for continued growth 
and aucceaa. 

Wltb all good wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely, 

DJS:mgm Daniel Jeremy Silver 



' 

Mr. Donald Hoffman 
Chairman 

July 10, 1968 

Sesquicentennial Committee 
United Church of Christ 
990 State Street 
Vermilion, Ohio 44089 

Dear 1r. Hoffman: 

It waa a privilege to ~rticipate in the Sesquicen
tennial cf the United Church. I pray for your 
continued growth and success. 

With all good wiabea, I remain 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 
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1st Draft 

#203 THE LOST AND FOUND GENERATIO Sur I\.~ 

THE TEMPLE 

Sunday, May 14, 1967 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Marshall McCluen has made himself somewhat of a cultural phenomena 

jLl.;'(?r-+ c-c.. -r ~ Y\J ~ 
with his prophecy about our changing society our systems 

S' am. wt,.. 4-'I 

of communications. His writing is opaque, nomic, and insofar as I understand 
J...._ 

his thesis it is this: That as we have· progressed from an era of type to an 

ee.J:1 =!!1!£~.=~!!!&~i•t•\•·■•ll'll-'-ee.nd to ~ era of filth we have little by little lost the 

distance which separated us from the scene that we observe. It was possible -
~EwS €Vff N TC S - E A- S7I 'L. 

to hear the c-urrcnt il~,g,t or to s-e:~•me shot of the scene and yet remain 
• 

/ tJ D \ 'f- FGrl fr\i "i" 
SQffi@\vhat../a stranger to it. 

/ 
It was part of your world but you were not part 

of it~. It was real, but not t~t real to you. Today, thanks to the -
o!,,tae Telestar satt~lites, news pictures are sent instantaneously across the 

globe. We follow scenes the conclusion of which is not known to those who 

are broadcasting • , and as Mr. A has said, w 

living room; and see our own sons being shot in Vi t Nam. A-nd ... ~ st you 

. J '':~,l 7 A- i -e ,t..1'1'0 1\1 I c.. L \ I IJ .s \ ,,-c t,/4 
feel that this 1s ~ .... -ioJo,Mllll~w.w~,,Thursday this we k I picked up our n wspaper 

and I read a story from LaGrange , Georgia. A moth r and fath r sat v..a. 1. c h.i.mg 

a bat tl seen fr om Vi Nam on t 1 v1s1on wh n sudd nly th tr s on app ar d 

on th screen. They saw him fall a victim of a Vi t C n b ooby trap. 

h- > 

'That's 

Landon,' Mrs. Morrill sobb d, th ir s o n xplod d b fore 

their y s. 

The demilit rized z n , th back alleys of our iti ,! run right through 

the center of our living roon1 . Reality has shatt r d th four walls of our 

prtva y. Will it or not th world is re rt of our liv Non of us can 
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separate himself out draw himself off into some brackish back\TM•s water, 

a1ec e lL o ·nept z I 9ng TJs j hiai8 »y. This intrusion of reality into our lives has 

a profound effect upon us, but especially upon our children. 

Our children are coming alive to this world at 8 or 9. Think back for a 

moment upon your own childhood. Some of you. were born as I was born 

Tk 
in the last years of the 1920 1s. Our first awareness of tfiirs outside world, 

the world outside of our family, came during the depression. Now we kntJw 

about the breadlines and we kl).tfW about the men who were selling apples on 

~ b ~ 
the streets and we knfw about the lockouts and about the violence,.-. e 

went to school each morning, e played in the school yard each afternoon, 

Gur homes were calm. was careful ly k e pt out. The depression 

was of our world but we were not in that world. 
rt--e"~.O 

We wrot;e about the depression 

much as we might have w:ritten about some ancient history, some gre at 
' \\) S..,...,.;>Pt - 1:> w 1-1 ~u l\ '/ ' l rrt•~ 

cataclysmic event of the past, • {ts implications its m anings, 

its incidents, its people , its rrag dy, its glory, 
I 

It took us a long time to realiz that th economtc cycle, th dang rs of 

lN r'Uf 11..,~ t I. 

unemployment, th 
. . 

of the mob, th . 
t, s 

\ (,. 0,., \..1J ,,. j. "\ Q £. N \J o L.t ~ I A (._ ILOt N t) 7 (.., JY'. (.LU QI v)'>-. 
~o 

part of our 1· d. •Th t"echnolo g i al revolu i n tn communications 

I 
has finally and irrevocably d stroyed ~ distanc e which w had as young p ople 

fr o m our world. Our childr n no longer hav it. 

read 

7\..~ucJ... 
I came in! o my adolesinc 

:r p' N N~ r;., G:,~ D IJ ('(' I) p 
about it but it did not becom 

"'-

during th S cond Woid War. 

my war and I did not b ,com -"--

i\.Qe Sf cours , 

a p rt of i • 
....-=.------

I did not sense the maelstrom, th violenc , th m anin , until I w in high 



- 3 -

n-,'1 f Ill ~ D...!a ~ 
school and I saw ~ seniors s1gn1ng up for the draft and being measured for 

( t heir uniforms. My nine-year old has already asked me , dad, if I have to 

go into the service in which branch do I have the least likelihood Wx of being 

That is the differ nee between what was once presumably a secure, 

middle-clas,
1 

home and what we mistakenly believe to be today a secure middle 

class American home. Our children are caught up in the maelstrom of the 

world. The world is theirs./ You and I have read a great deal of late about 
f'i ll:J Y\.i.J"I fl (:,, J c:) I) • fl ~ c - 1'"\ N ~ ,:; I l>J j 

the so-called ..gen~ational gap. Well, I submit NJ-!!!!allu that the generational -- ---begins in the glare of the television tube. e have said that it begins 
• 

the expl4s ion of knowledge. Sttt-e our children are taught with different 

techniques in our schools but if you examine what they know it is not so 

different from what we knew. Their curriculum is not so different than ours 

was. Some have said that the gene rational gap begins in the changing environment 
t " ' '" (. j / ff\ ~ 

the technological revolution, 1rue(' much 
, 1 n ~ v (... • " ~' )"'<=- Q ,- r1 s- 1 t. n ; 4.>t 

has changed, but how much remains the 

same}\ The generational gap 1s a psychological and emotional fact, not a 

technical, not an intellectual fact. If the habits of our young people in a 

lover's lane are somewhat different than they were a g 

I submit li s not in the ill but in the child, /lt in th 

ne ration ago the answer 

fact that the re are - ---certain securities and safeguards for them that wer not availabl but that he 

is insid a diffe rent p e rson than we w r th n. w H is of 

the world. H resents the sh lt ring. H wants to xpe rt nc I to 

( And 

I 

to know, to f 1, to live. As his parents w continu as if nothing 

has chang d. w seek to prot ct, to build high th walls, not wanting our 

children exposed to the uglin ss of the worldt .heir youth is so short -- w 
/!( \ t 

want them to enjoy it. W act as if Humpty Dumpty hadn't fallen off th 

wall, as if w could put th pi ces together again,a.tMI ~ can not. Th< r ts no 
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point 1n beating our breasts and pulling our hair and rationing television to 

Captain Kangarool ~hat the child wants to 
1 F tJ (.) ,- D ~ 0 ,; (\. ~ .g-T I t" "' 

see he will see on the s t next 
/\ 

door. This new world of communications, this new reality is a part of his lifek~t=> 
-1/r' ., 

A part of the life of his peer group. He can not escape it. ~ is the-t point 
A 

l-.a.R\ trying to pot :Femindere on. Because those of use who live as if the 

dLc b " 4P c. t lJ 
world was SHKX what it was a generation ago, devtcl,S-ta-te 

'rPu<dl..!. r;o"" 
• ssipate 

w er 
-h~i energy, try his ability to relate to..ct'fN!~:t-e to the world. 

I had a young person, one of your own, tell me not so long ago, that 

thro"1ghout his childhood he had the sense that he was sitting in the ballroom 

of an ocean liner. He was watching a great gala. Everybody was talking 

brightly and dancing up a storm and everyone knew that the ship was flooding 

and would soon dive under the waves. 
I I • 

He said, MY PA ENTS acted as if 

there was no war , n fusion to life. --- They danced on. .ifMd ~hen I 
I 

fF'f.l l rvi I...( '-J 

asked them pal aiy, help me, help me to join the world, they said, 'we don't 

want you going down to Hough to 

It is too dangerous. ' And when 

A. "~ 
feel they spoke to me of st:+Jdies, -

n.. 
tutor a..ae-- work~as _a recreation specialist. 

rl .l • t t e,. 'fY'\ <> ,¢'"t l ~ 1 z 
I spoke to them my wanting to k-=""• .... and to -~(1,40 

and boolue and hand-me-down knowledge. 

I don't want hand-me-down knowledge, second-hand knowledge. Life isn't a 

spectator sport. I wanted to be a part of th world and my parents pushed 

it away from me. Th y made me feel that what was out there was not only 
l ' /> . ' I I 

•~ • panic, 
I/ 

outwardly bu hat it was something to b e feared . 

. What happ ns to a h ild who is brought up t o f ar th world out the re, outsid 
' , .. 

the four walls of his horn , outsid the green lawns of th suburbs, i 

dangerous, d vilish, u ly world, and unreee mabl e world? What happ ns to 

t hat child? 

Mt+o an ugly world that he never __ . 

and he turns away from 

He turns away from it and deni s it and s ks 

to live within, by drugs, by LSD, experimentation with all the emoti n of lif 
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He turns off the world. He signs off from it and becomes a memb r of the 
\ 

lost gene ration. The vacant stare,1 "e lo<?~s only for the moment, '1h re 1s 

no past, 1Tie re is no future and terrifying. to protect 

•~e , :g;, · children from the ugliness of life we often destroy their ability to relate 

to life as it is. If a child is strong enough and bot that overly sensitive 

that he will not turn the world off, he lacks often b .tause of the inadequate 

training we give him in life, an ability to relate effectively to it. 

How many of these children toda y are Don Quixote 1s
1 

~rusaders with 

a thousand windmills and a thousand enemies to overcome. It matters not 

what slogan is written on the placa is the thing. The protest 

is the all important element. They are angry with life and they strike out 

this way and that always against this world because they have never seen in 

their home an example of a parent who would pick one cause, . one se rv1ce, one -
relationship, one activity and All they have heard is ~ grumbling, 

the complaint against the evils of the world. Oh they have seen an impulsive 

act here and now.-their parents going out to join a crusade, but they have 

heard also the rationalizations for having turned aside, for having turned back. 

Lacking focus, lacking an example from the parent who somehow walked out into 

the confusion, out into the cold world and was not fri ght n d by it and was 

accept d in it, th y lay against it with migh and main. Th y fight th 

s hadows and th n mies, th world it is and the world h y only as sum 1 

to be. And th y waste th ir nergei s, d stroy th youn adulthood of ·ir lif 1 

~ one can not fi ht the world. 

You have to join the human rac even as our childr n hav b n mad 

a part of that race. Many of us ar shaakled by a training that tau ht us 

that lif is something other than living. That life was a round of ating, 
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working, leisure, sleep, Eating, working, leisure, sleept Gi,ting, working, 

leisure, sleep. There were no depths. And the hope? The hope is really 

to turn off l ~fe- - o get out -it the mainstream, out of the hustle and bustle, 

to escape into the green fields and the green forests and the greenness of 

money. 

We lived in an unreal world and often unconsciously out of a mistaken 

kind of love we tried to teach our children that this is the world. 
j, 

It is not. . 

Our children are paying a terrible price for this mistraining. They know 

that the world ts a fearful place. They know that they may be called upon 

to die in their youth. The last fifty years have been years of confusion and 

and cruelty and hate re yond description. They want no part of 

ti 
another ~im/f years made of the same, hey are tired of parents who tell 

( 

them, it's too ugly out there, don't get your hands dirty, don't get in the 

-muck. ) Here is so much I can give you, so many thin gs I can provide for 

you. Stay dut of life . Stay away from the political arena, stay away from 

T I\._ I,)""" 1,/) s l A-
the Peace Corps, stay away from crusades and responsibilities, mind your 

P's and Q's, keep your hands clean and neat and all will be well until on 

day the world will open up and all of us will be sucked into th 

The time it seems to me to r cognize that if we want happy children 

and sue ssful adults, we don't n d any more neat psycholo 1 al r c1p1 s 

on how to raise our children, n at formulae by which to guid th gov rnm ,~ 
of our homes, because our horn 1S no longer th thing, th m dia. -
lS the media th 

/\Jru~ 9. 
e wacve 1s the C nt r of the child's life. If w want happy 

I' 

c hildren let us vreate for them a happy world. If want childr n who know 
I 

how to live and how to feel and how to love and how to mbor and h w to 

think and how to be aware and how to be effective let us thinl and labor 

and dare and go out there and find out what the world is like. 

nts 

D 
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It is time that you and I aiscovered some of the basic themes and 
teachings of our religious tradition. Jewish ethics begins with a simple 
statement that most of us push aside because we don't want to hear it. 

"Woe unto them who are at ease in Zion. " Woe unto them who are at 
ease in Shaker Heights and Pepper Pike and Cleveland Heights and Beachwood, 
South Euclid. Woe unto us who have mistaken leisure and life existenc for 
living. To exist is simply to labor, to eat , to work to do and sleep. To 
live is to dream, to be aware, to feel, and b sensitive to love, to act , to 
react. 

The economists are constantly talking about the great standards of living 

in the United States in this century. I submit to you that the standard of 
'-\.,VI:"(.. I living has remained at a constant low and rather drab. It is • standard 

of existence that has ris n. We have much mo but I don't believe that we 
know much a more about how to live - hat it means to fe l' ~w to throb 
with the thrust of life' ow to accept life for what it is and find adventur 

and meaning and purpose and fulfillment in it. "Woe unto them who ar at ase 
' Zion. ' W o un o us who a r so fat in the soul that we are no long r sensitive 

t o the real world. 
Wo unto those of us who translat to our childr n a dfinition 

of lif \vhich b gins in material things and speak Ul pur ly physical r spons s 
and nds in a pur ly surfac lif . 

Wo unto thos of us who do no know what 
it m ans to za a holy caus , who do not know wha 1 means to dar or to 
disappro what it means to r ach out into th rea-1 .iaxtx:rctk.R and to r a t to th 

world, to share its loves and its f ars and its hop s it failur s and not to b 
f right n d, not to be afraid of it. 

Judaism is a lean spar It is an urg nt thlBg. G out stablish 
right ousness, seek justice, do the right, dar to be among th h r > •, of mankind. 
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"Woe unto them who are at ease in Zion. " Our faith is a wise faith. It 

is a realistic faith. It nows that the problems of the world are many and 

we are not going to 
r ' r"'d ( ( i r 

solve all of them. It is not upon us ak to undo all the 

evils of the past or to remake the world after our own image. Yours is 

not the work to compli~, neither are you a free man to desist from it. We 

know that we can not be Messiahs, any of us, but we also know that the 

wise man walks into life and lives and takes his child along with him. The 

wise man does not deny that life is what it is, rief, and unpredictable. 

There are no promises and there are no gxJDixbe6x guarantees. But if he 

(t. ~ p 6 

refuses to live life as a spectator, he refuses ...Pf> simply l)l!J al ong from 

morning to dusk, he will determine something about his life, the path he 

will follow the priorities which will be his, the feelings which he will dare, 

ije will teach his child to build his soul, not to another human being but to 

life itself, to bare his heart to emotion and to seeing and feeling, the feelings 

wdti:o.bod:mcxwilixdarex and to uncertainty and greatness. 

We speak of a lost generation. The younger generation is lost because 

t heir parents are lost, and if we are lost and they are lost we have simply 

lcs l our grip on reality our hold on the world. wE have slipped out of life. 

W found a neat little place for ourselves, very comfortable, and we work hard 

to maintain that plac <l.fll tha,t which is, however not a part of th world. It is 

out th re. f,be world wh r halfr the people go to bed very night with nothing 
I 

in th ir bellies and in a world where one fourth of th people are not literate, 

\ f 
a world wh re only a push button away from 

I 
' 

1s little world out th r . 
I I , 

' I 

is not lif - it's a drearn, a mirage, and some day 'ee- become a nightmare. 

This 

15 • 

All that I have b n trying to say to you this mornin_gisu~up in a p•em 

written by a young Is ra li, and I conclude with it. 
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As we stand on the edge of a crag, a great 

wind began blowing, 

All drew back disheveled, but I, I grasped the 

sledgehammer, preserved here from a generation 

back, 

Began to strike the rocks, and the wind answered, 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 




