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January 27, 1967 

Ma-•. Jame• L. Tuaman 
2399 Edgerton Road 
Cleveland. Ohio 44118 

Dear Mra. Toaman: 

I a gr tef11l to you for yo11r kind letter of Janury Z3, 
and the v · tion to •peak before the Zonta Club of Cleve-
1 nd. I hould be happy to do •o but I mu t add that I 
h ve one req11irement. In liea of honor rium I a•k an 
organl& tion •uch •• your• to m e contr ib11tion of $100 
to the United Ap eal. In thi• way I not only have the 
prlvlleae of appearing before yoa b11t the ple •11re of feelln1 
that my work ha• contrib11ted to the good of the city. 
I hope thi■ req11irement meet• ith your or anls tion'• 
approval and I hope lt will be my privile1• to ■peak before 
yo11 on the 16th of March. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SIL YEil 
DJS:mam 
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February 10, 1967 

rs. Ja ea L. Tugman 
dgert n oad 
nd, hio 1 8 

D r r . Tugman: 

I will be a pleasure to be with you and the 
Club rch 16t . I would suggest aa my 

tit 11 oe l nd av a utur " 

DJ : m 

DC • 

ho 
you ave 

with you on 

S1 rely, 
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nd biogr hy 
tri and I loo 
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"D O E S 

PUBL IC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

presents 

RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
of 

The T emple of Cleveland, Ohio 

THURSDAY - MARCH 16, 1967 

Women's City Club 

12 Noon - Luncheon ($3. 25) 

CLEVEL AND HAVE A FUTURE?" 

dd 

We regard this talk as our outstanding 
public affairs program of the season. 
B~ing a friend to hear Rabbi Silver's 
analysis of the problems which raise the 
question he discusses. 

Rabbi Sil ' s brilliance as a religious 
a nd civic a der is well known. What he 
will have to say will have great signifi
cance for all of us who love Cleveland. 

Share Zonta's anticipation of his message. 

Bring Your Friends 

THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
L na Ebeling Tugman, Chairman 
Sally Bray, Co-Chairman 

v tion B y Monday, March 13th 

- Cu Hr --------------------------------------
Telephone: 241-7640 

r vat ion for Zonta' s Public Affair 
k c h ck payable to Zonta Club 
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Does Cleveland Have a Future? 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver ,,,, ~. ~ .. , •• C) - - -
"'\, I T" ....-w 

In 1920 eight hundred thousand people 11 ved and worked in Cleveland, largely vi thin 

the original city limits. In 1940 Cleveland numbered 1,500,000 individuals who...., sprawled 

across the 104 governing units which comprised Cuyahoga County. 
I 

In 1960 there were three 

million souls within the seven adjacent and economical~ inter-dependent counties ot which 

Cleveland was the industrial heart. By 19&> CJ.1•0 3 s 2d Cleveland will be a sprawling giant 

ot five million persons within a thirteen coW1ty economic region, inter-connec\ed by high

ways, interpenetrated by the same news and intormation media, and dependent on the same 

banking and financial system. 

Cleveland baa a future. Cleveland is not in danger ot becoming a ghoat town. Our 

industrial and financial roots are sound. Cleveland ia a uaeful and convenient location 

tor many ot the nations most important manutacturing and d11tribution 1ervice■. It popu-

lation statitistics and physical sise are the •••ure•nt• n depend on, Cleftland •ee• 

certain to grow trom strength to strength. 

A few ,ears ago a scientist working at the Rocketeller Institute in Rev York City 

allowed various rat populat ions to multiply. He provided adequate tood and liquid but 

d no attempt to i mpr ove the cagea, the living apace. Pora while the rate were able 

to dJust to their increas. After a while they became it• victi•. Pathology spread 

r pidl.y. y became catatonic. Othere vent beaerk. There vere riot•. Mother. vatcbecl 

1------si ly as outsiders at tacked their children mucb u city dweller• •tand aside while 

pur ia an tch d or st ranger 1• mugged. 

t 

Th tion is not whether Cleveland will grow but how will Cleveland grow1 The 

tion i not does Clevel and have a tutu.re but vbat kind ot • tuture are w creating tor 

nt process ot urbanisation 1a Juat beginning to 110ve into high gear and 

h lread1' managed is •taggering. We haft denied ouraelvea the lake •• 

, The air ie polluted, Clean -~~ hJ1"nl:.~= l[:it.-.1\'v: .:.~1 ~): 
co t17aide with gerry built Uftlopaeota an4 haft allowe4 aaD7 areu ot tbe L, _ • 

' . . 

'1, ~ 
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core city to revert to the Jungle and animal violence. There ii little in our recent 

history that would encourage anyone to believe that Cleveland has the vieion or the Yill 

to reverse the present pattern ot deterioration. We are reaping a bitter harve1t of 
\. 

indifference, carelessness and greed. There are tev eigne that we are prepared to buaband 
., - Wl ! 

lttwt;J watt\ ,. 1t11 01!~,t.c"I'" ,,.~ c..o ,.,,.,arr-,e,,.,.r- ' 
f'iiri : gi t,aay our natural numan resource•~ • 

I" 

The rat is far less than a man. We have infinitely more subtle brains and tar 

greater pewer Yi th which to control our environment. B11t brains IIIWlt be uae~ and pover■ 

must be disciplined. There must be a dedication to the coanon good. There mut be a 

willingness to work together and to sacrifice tor the good ot the city. Bo tar ve have 

proven only that we are prepared to 11 ve ott its abundance. 

It the recent past otters any indication of the future, Clevelanders are willing to 

have public and foundation monies apent tor careful plans to provide better houaing, 

quality education, public hygiene, green apacea, •tropolitan government, Attach• tax 

memorandum to these plan• and they are quietq and conftnientq shelved, We want a better 
,-

.,""' city we are not willing to pq the price of aertice. We want a sound encl wholesome 

CODllllunity but we are not willing to move out of the little enclave• of quite stability and 
M-'\t•JT 

special privilege behind which w bave protected ouraelve• ._. the 1peciel depriYetion and 
~ -,.~~lj 

turbulence ot oeNa,n parts ot the connunity. 
r- b , , t..o'-A--c: IN ,(,...c::. ,v r 4,;tft 

bl 

(.. "' '" , j 
We are hypocri tea. We 

I\ 
speak the phraaea of the Allerican clre•. 

w ..... 

F, ~ ' 
We hire expert• to 

print our dreama. We file tbeae bwle print••~ before they reach too deeply into 

our ban accounts, or place a lov cost housing unit in our 1ecludecl 1uburb. Cleveland 

pr t • committees to conai tment•. Cleveland prefer• gentle•nJ.7 inaction to epirifc.ttd 
- llpeak 

ction. Clevelandera preter to be tolerant of each other■ pareiJDOnY rather than/ forth-
..=:?-- 1,l_ /l l 6( t'iy_ Jl ,~ CJ#J 

right/aod trutbtully. (lfrt1 ,.,. bu replaced aao1alt'7 u our 1tandard. of conduct. 

C land hie tor, ia the chronicle of a 1teaq tall traa grace. Our father■ wre 

ot nta, 

in re convenient place•, but tbe IOftl'IUlltnt of Cleftlan4 and tboa• wbo forgecl 
A-Al ~ 

ly biatoey often exhibited a courage and a• cb •he I our pu1iT1t7 

xpo O\U' pretena • 

I • ,, 

, 

• 
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Cleveland vas the first city in the Western Reserve to tax everyone tor the 

schooling ot the indigent. Some ot the tat cows ot the day objected that their hard 

earned profits were supporting the ne'er-do-well. A number ot miniatera roae 1~ their 

congregations and did a little pulpit thwuping and finger pointing. In those days greed 
fb ..__ 

vas still called greed and 1121 i J ice. The citisena voted tor public education 
-- fol/ (4~ / m.> Jl-11 ~ 

and the common~ good. Public education was launched as public policy and that early 

Cleveland set out to create an educational aystem ot a high order. Believe it or not, 

there vas a time when our major work classes, our foreign language courses and teacher 

standards were the envy ot the nation. 

Many ot you graduated from t hese classes and repaid the system by moving to one 

ot the county schools which sprang up to protect your children trom the ignorance ot 

newer arrivals. Perhaps it was inevitable that city f'olks move to the suburb. But 

bow do Clevelanders explain their f i nancial encouragement to the various real estate 

boards and the Chamber of Commerce as year by year these bodies•••••• •he parfi. at 
~ ,~ ,. f2. 

proposed school levies lobbied effectively against school bond issues. Well estab-
w~ ... ""\.. liahed Clevelandara drew dividends f rom the profits ot local industries JIM during the 

ar ye rs brought thousands ot semi-literate inill hand.a into the city. 'l'heae same 

c1t1z ns 

housing 

~ 
vented no part ot the city ' s price tag tor extra services, education, the 

" 1~ t.,..rc-,-r ""f\4" IJ ~ 
hich t required. Between higher taxes and education ...--someone else•• 

child, Cleveland looked to its pocket book. Buildings became obsolete. Librariea die

d tro th element ry schools. Classes grew beyond functional levels. Teachers• 
Q.. ~ IH,~ '{ fl:> ,.:, .,J • "' "°'" rJ " • 

11 in r lation to the suburban syst ems Tbe OlOre established Clevelanders 

beat t ach rs--af'ter all it was t he education ot their children which vas at 

t e. d's one od 1 ducational syst em became a national scandal. 

To b 
1M 

sur not all Clevland sat aside and watched~ tobaggon slide tram grace•• 

pot's ctacl. Some believed i n the toundiq traditions-- a new 

inning 1 bin tt mpt d. There is an exci t i ng new partnership between the achool 

, fo"" .. ~-t1on, then tional government and some small but detenained citizens 

• to tin th t halt t he youngsters in certain area■ of center citJ 

r o ot choo b o 
4- , •• 

u tion and that Hi gh School diploma edqsste,en --. not 
~ I \ 
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certify an adequate twentieth century education. 
~NL./ 

Many gasped. A few got angry and ,.. 
acted. The ~•ab majority agreed that it was folly to spend $5.00 on delinquency and 

. b .i7 c...o"" t C..•, "" A-k>ou T ~ L.~ 6 7"e.L.";:. ,..._ 
crime and only $1.00 on education, but did nothing about it. Projects tor pairing various 

I'\ 

school systems, plans for joint special facilities, projects tor the pooling ot tax 
__ .. ,.. ,-------------

receipts remain stillborn--though they represent the only feasible long term solution 

to our education crisis. 
$" '- I,. f tlo ti MIi"<.. 

Why are tlay not en1a submitted to the voters'l 
• 

that they would be overwhelmingly and resoundingly defeated. Between selt-interest 

and the welfare of someone else's child, Clevelanders vote their narrow interest. 

In the early days Cleveland was a hotbed ot abolition sentiment. Cleveland was 

the Northern tenninus of the underground railroad. Our cellars hid the escaping slaves. 

Our boats ferried them across to the tree soil ot Canada. We were the first major city 
~ 

in the North to elect a negro to A State legislature. We were the tirst maJor Northern 

city to elect a significant nW1ber of negro judges and councilmen. 

How we have fallen trom grace! Sociologists are hard put to tind in the North a 

more segregated city. 95~ ot the negroes ot Cleveland live east ot the Cuyahoga il.ver. 

85i ot the negroes ot Cleveland live in census tracts that are at least 7C1/, negro. 5~ 
,..,.,u. 

of the negroes ot Cleveland live in census tracts that are 95~" Once upon a time Cleve-

land prided it elt on the warmth ot the welcome it extended to all ethnic groups. The 

cultural g rdens in Rocket ller Park stand as a symbol ot that determination. There vu 

no egro g rden There is no Chinese garden. Our welcome stopped abort ot the color 

lin. 

long liv din the center city we saw to it that Cleveland'• sanitation, 

,t d ho in we at• high order. Once we left the city ve no longer cared. 

Ind try ft 1 tt r an dirt in the worker' a back yard.a. Induatry dumped 1 ta 

0 th ity, d at th same ti argued tor tax rellet. Executives expected 
~1aT 

_ _.,.,.. not to pro d services to their employees ... to keep up the parka, 

I titration, the zoo, public aatety,enn the inapection ot the 

and t t ot their talli.liea. Beedle•• to •87 thq wanted no 

,. 

• 
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share of the cost. As long as men could ride downtown to their offices and women 
t.e "'"",. ~ t o their shopping on well paved streets, they remained blind to the tenements and 

,,..._ 

t he s4ualor which was the way ot lite behind the store fronts and along the side roads. 

I ndifferent housing inspection, lax garbage collection, inadequate policing, the 

sp~wni ng of rats were facts of other lives--out ot sight ia out ot mind, /( 

Established Clevelanders began to tight slwn conditions only when the slwns began 

to i ntrude across suburban boundary llnea. A 

The failure of Urban renewal made many Clevelanders slum conscious. Urban renewal 

set the alwns in motion. Land was cleared and no one thought to provide relocation hous

ing. Families needed housing and none was provided. When the rolling slums threatened 

East Cleveland and the Heights, suburbanites suddenly became citizens. We urged public 

housing. We were careful to say, howevar, that public housing should be in the center 
Federally tinanced 

city. Not a single Cleveland suburb has a low cost/housing unit within its borders. We 

were prepared to pay the price ot tixing up the alums as long as the Federal govemment 

paid the major share ot the cost and as long as the poor renaain wb,re they were lheant" 

to be. 

How we have fallen from grace. Cleveland industry hired white men tor white collar 

jobs until the Federal govemment threatened to withdraw lucrative contracts. Little ettort 

was made to upgrade negro workers against the preJudice ot white Job superintendents until 

this became mandat ory under Federal anti-discrimination hiring codes. Clevelandera did not 

concern themselves wit h t he racially excluding practices ot certain building trade unions 

until the government t hreatened to abut down building proJect1 trom which our hotels, our 

r t urants . and our merchants stood to benefit. 
( fllo/114. ;,;. Tr in housing and employment, a new and exol,iRg partnership baa been born between 

I\ 

the poor, the Federal government and a minority ot dedicated citizen■, but the vaet maJority 

ot Cl landers are still determined not to welcome• negro neighbor to their 1treet1 or 

cc pt negro in t hei r ottice or apprentice a negro to their union. ~e Weit aide ot • 
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Cleveland -Fem&ins. more segregated than Birmingham Alabama,- A-Ntl. J 

Once upon a time Cleveland pioneered in the development of responsible end responsive 

city government. In an era when city government was notoriously corrupt--when promoters 
,c,., had their hand~in the city's till--when tract,., companies literally took possession ot 

city streets- -when votes could be bought--when privileged legislation could be ~ought-

when many State houses could be bought, Cleveland found its integrity. 

In 1904 the crusading editor, Lincoln Steffane, published a realistic appraisal of 

city government which he entitled deliberately, 1 The Shame of our Cities~ Steffane spoke 

of Cleveland as the best governed city in America"Perhaps the only well governed city." 

We bad in the Maypr's office a reformed robber baron, Toa Johnson, whose credo was sim

plicity itself: "I know the utility companies are a bunch of thieves and robbers--I was 

one ot them once ." Johnson and his cabinet set out to protect the public welfare from 

the greed ot the few. He rationalized the tax duplicate and assessed the wealthy full 

rates on their property. He saved the lake front from the railroads. He established 

...... "''. ·••-'-fl - -:..~-a municipal light plant which provided power in competition vi.th private men ••tMNrs ,.. 
and established cost figures which produced a measure against-which utility rates could 

1 f- I tt- r-.. rJ ,,., t!' 
be judged. The P••••••a~ spoils system was replaced by a civil service. Within a decade 

~ c~~~ the city had a city manager to carry out the normal executive functions ot a el*I arunini-

stration. 

" I wonder what Lincoln Stetf'an1 would vr1 te about our city- today.. One could hardly 

say th t w re capably governed. Parsimony has kept the wages of city employees ao low 

that they c not afford t o pass up the attractions of private induetry. We lack even the 

of'fic h lp to assemble the necessary reports required to receive Federal assistance 

oni . The r c nt studi es of the Little Hoover COllllliaaion painted• aad picture of dia

nch nt d n truggling Yi.th inadequate tools against the maeeive and mounting problems 

of' t aonununity-. 

I 
.,.,... 

t ting t o b..-llV the Mayor tor the M■1'11■trat1•1 • cl1■int1gration ot our city. 
• 
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Mr. Locher has not been forceful but the fault is not his alone or preeminently. The 

rust is ol d rust. Money is the oil ot government and thia city has been consistently 
, (l u~n 

short changed by the State and straight Jacketed by a penny wise and JIS:PP"\ foolish t. OJ tt l 
~O\~et"",t 

electorate. You can not hire bright young administrators on subaistence wages when ,. 
f/rE/U o .JP 

industry and other cities are ottering them exciting inducements. What ... Jliae police 

asking1 85~ of the average trade union wage. 
f " ". , 1,..< b'"'"' e 
Mr. Locher has 

-~ LL14.V lA" Je -2~ L.~L('<. 1, 6 

It is t empting to blame the Mayor tor the failures ot our city. 
I'\ 

not been i magi native, but neither has the Union Club or the AFL-CIO. For a generation 

the economically powerful have wanted representation without taxation - power not re---sponsible to t he popular will. They have tried to manage public policy by a telephone 

call, by a discrete interview, and through committee meetings. You can not run a city 

from the outside. You are either a citizen or you are not. When this is insisted on 
. . ., 

by the minori'ty'-ot aedicated citizens and 61 ty Wall, Cleveland votea down metropolitan 
.srn- rtr 

government. When t he Mayor suggests a revision in the req\li.rements tor annexation 
A 

referendums--the subur9an mayom rise in united opposition. 

Between shared responsibiltties and special prirtleges, a maJority ot ua preter 

to think only of our own neck. Yet the present govemment by economic enclaYes is not 

only anachronistic but self-defeating. The rot at the core inevitably apreada acroaa 

bound ry lines. The criminal uaea the same streets•• the buaineaa man. 

i 

Cl v land seems determined to retain the present tragaentized political atructure. 

hav vot d down metropolitan govemment deciaively and seem unable to experiaent 

-
in tiv ly with n w govemment al structures. I 

/,- 8 I N Ct 
111111( a sev n- county conniaaion forced on ua by t Pederal goYernnent. I 

h v not n y agerneaa t o explore its poHibilltiea. ;;:: -,a.._.. ..... ~ ..... L....1.-., 

tiona 

t h V t 

hy ically- Cle land ia not a particularly attractift city. In tenu ot the quality 

0 lit h c n r ci t7 Cleveland repreaent• a triuapb ot h1111M callousne••. Our 
0(" 

is arcba c and anachroniatic. The t.1• reckoning 1• at band. The cut ott ot 

"' 

, 

• 

' • 
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urban renewal funds, the shocking revelations ot the u. s. Civil Rights Commission 
,.._ b 'I he:: C e.;v T IL""'- ,/lr-N b li «> u c., &., ~'4 . _ hearings, the quick rise of violence and crime, the Hough riots are symptoms to which u~ou!A-Mr 

A. p 'l' (,.~ 

no one can be blind. 
( 0S -b-.J1 u.-,l: t,? V \ ({ _ 

Is there a solution1 The solution Wa new concept of citizenship--• new sense of 

responsibility. We must look at ourselves in the mirror and see ourselves tor the self

centered and careless citizens that we have been. Blame the Mayor, the Council, the 
bl• ""i'- 1,,/\.o ~ f o u _;,Ill - "~/, b 4,-~ tr / c u,J.Jf. 4;· L.F- F,;.~7 . Establishment, the Police. The hour calls tor anger and action. I, tor one, was delighted 
" 

to see an honest Mayor and an honest citizen leader flare up and speak hard words. Progress 

lags when men spend their lives exchanging courtesies. The city needs a legion of angry 

men - morally indignent men - who will brush aside the endless delays - who will tell 
'Tlr7tf~• their fellow citizens what citizenship is all about - who will act, stand fier11tu1., 

speak out, and do. 

The time ot anger is at hand thou shalt bum out the evil from within thy midst." 

The time ot action is at hand !hou shalt establish righteousness in thy gates." 

• 



ri ID: Th Temple-Tifereth I rael is arranged in two sub-series. Sub-series 

A: vents and Acti itie i arranged alphabetically by vent or synagogue division and 

then chronologicall . ub- ri B: ermons is arranged chronologically. 



Sub- eries A: Events and Activities 




