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CHMA IDES 

February S, 1965 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

They tell me t.h~t 8 bull fight is a grand and glorious 

spectacle, and I must confess th&t I lack the stomach for it. 

Mr. Hemingway, notwithstanding. Death is too routine a fact 

to be made into a spectacle, and besides it defends frankly 

my sportsmanship instinct, for the bull has no chance. The 

matador may risk injury and even death, but gored or no the 

bull is slaughtered. 

This is the story of~ bull fight. Like every corrida 

this tale is therefore fundamentally shabby, but romantically 

set. In Spain, in that wonderful vacation land known as the 

Costa De Sol, in sunny Barcelona, in the hi and splendiferous 

audience chambers of the Royal Palace. Its a typically Spanjsh 

story, in thc:.t it has the emotional texture of a bull fight, only 

here the bull is a man . Historians labeled this event, 11 The Dis­

putation of Barcelona." A disputation is one of those wonderfully 

bland words which historians delight in, because it gives them the 

sense of being dispassionate and scientific. But it gives to us 

the illusion of two rather equally balonced adversaries. Two knights 

entering a list, with similar weapons and similar armors. Here are 

two knights, where the controvertionalists are a learned rabbi, a 
'T'hey 

learned monk. It would seem ~t· first glance to be equally equipped 

for this debate of religious issues, but in this case the odds have 



- 2 -

rigged, and the method of fi~hting has been so described, so 

that one must win, and one must lose. Each could be presumed 

to be intellectually competent, but this was not like our cur­

rently popular dialogues which exhume so much good will and 

a sense of virtue. The rabbi was here not on his own cognizance 

but for one reason only, because his audience had been demanded, 

by the one man in Spain whose orders could not be denied. His 

Most Catholic Majesty, King James the First of Aragon. 

~The Ecumenical spirit of seven hundred years in~e future. 

This corrida was arranged, contri-.ed to diiplay the. skill of 

the matador, as are all bull fights. The matador in this camp 

was a black-robed monk, a member of the Mendicant Order of the 

Dominicans. Now there is a sporting streak in the Spanish charac-
was 

t.er, or so I am told. The bull is brought into this ring, and he 

was not drugged. The rabbi's testimony was unlike that which we 

have beeome accustomed to from the Communist Purge Trials, where 

a very confused defendant confesses and recants. Later the 

Catholic Inquisition would develop the ceremonial confession 

and would make it a feature of the auto-da-fe, but in 1263 the 

Papal Inquisition was relatively new,and relatively unused. 

It has been authorized only a scant quarter of a century before 

and it was not the arm of the church which was in evidence here. 

The inquisition was designed to deal with relaxing Catholics, 

those who were born into the faith and baptized into the faith, 
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who turned away from it, and the bull in our case was a Jew. 

And therefore beyond even the far reaches of the inquisitor. 

So the bull was free to toss his horns as best he could, but 

was ordered to remember that he was a bull, and not the matador. 

The rabbi could dwell upon wisdom and make careful answers, but 

he could not question. He could charge at the cape, but could not 

himself display the cape. He could defend Judaism, but not challenge 

Christianity. He could elaborate the answers, but no chance the 

subject. All of Spain was eager to see one thing and one thing only. 

How skillfully the monk matador could control the rabbi, the bull, 

before he impaled him on the fatal sword. 

Now I am told that a top-rated matador demands a bull that will 

test his mettle . In this case the matador dem0nded the most compe­

tent, finest scholar amon~ the r abbis . The man 1 s name ~onastrug 

.da Porta, better known as Nachmanide s .; Moses, the son of Nachman. 

N8chmanides was sixty-nine years of age at the time of this a ony. 
the , 

He was not only the dean, but most revered of all of Spains scholars, 
Now for most of us, I'm afraid, 
NGw··:.r.ar't.fu'Ost0<5f·c.{m~~-='-I1'm;(xfraid, Nachm nides name was one of those 

that ~e memorized way back when, for our Confirmation exam and had 

pushed back into the bric-a-brac of half-forgotten facts. He de­

serves a better fate. He was not only one of our finest scholars, 

but he was one of the most decent, gentle and wise of the generations . 

A child prodigy, by the age of 16, he had written and published a 
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competent Talmudic work. A steady man, high in his 70 1s, he composed 

one of the classic commentaries on the Torah, which is still read by 

all of us with profit. For most of his 76 ye·ars , Nachmanides earned 

his bread as a physician, his fame as a jurist and a scholar ; he 

was revered for his piety and his wisdom . He was a mystic --by th~t 

I mean he was tr ained as a ohilosppher , but he felt himself close 

to the heavens, and in his pr ayer and in his devotion an in his 

heart and in his head, reached up toward the heavens . He was a 

poet . And literature to this day, contains many of his beautiful 

And he was a preacher. By the way, an unusual 

quality for a r abbi of that time . He was an enthusiast. He was 

an encourager of Spanish Je1..rry during the fifty years of his active 

rn: nistry . : achmanides , Moses ben Nachman. 

Let me introduce you to the j mpressario--the man 1ho Arr an~d 

this corrida. the Sul Hurok of the d~y . I seo.rched, I must confess 

for the name of a Spanish imuressario, but I couldn't find one. So 

you 111 have to excuse me for thes breaking of the metaphor. The 

impressario was an 86 year old veneran of the religious wars, by 

the name of Raymond de Pennaforte. Raymond was a man of unusual 

strength and deep and abiding conviction. He lived to be 99 years 

of age, and history books tell us that in his 99th year he was up 

and down the highways of Spain. A true indefatigue.ble soldier of 

Christ. Raymond was a monk. Now we associate the monk with a simple 
busy in 

man of prayer or as with a si i ple f anner /,/ the field. But Raymond 



- 5 -

was a feudal monk, in a feud ell age. He had been the master .·eneral 

of the large and powerful Dominican Order, and he was at this time 

the PriestConfess or of the King. He was, in brief, politician, states­

man and ~i~ije of the church. The Dominicans were at this time a 

relatively new order, which had come into being within the last. half 

century, to whip heresy and to speed the church's mission, and they 

did this with zeal. So much so, that they were knovm among their 

fellow Catholics, and among other Catholic orders by the far from 

flatterin title of Dominique Huntis (?), which means the Hunting 

Dogs of the Lord. 

The Dominicans had charged of the newly formed Papal Inquisitiono 

They were to write a bloody and sorry history with this charee. 

One of their most significan achievements has been to 
0
ain permission 

from James to introduce the apparatus of the inquisition into Aragon. 

Directly responsible to Rome, they were often at loggerheads with 

the local cardinals and bishops who resented interference in provincial 

authority. And as I shall try to show you lcl.ter on., this conflict within 

the church played an important part in our history. The Dominicans 

organized this particular bull fight to display their skills, to claim 

unique competence in winning souls to Christ. It was as if they would 
the way 

say., "Here is the most learned Jew, and here is one of our specially 

trained monks can humble him., bring him to his knees. Here is our 

skill--you need us because you can 1t begin to do the work ordered by 

-- ---------·- ------
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the Pope, without us." The Dominicans ordered this corrj da, and they 

provided from among their number, the matador. A word is t.hen necessary, 

about them. From t he thirteenth century was their century. The 

thirteenth century was the age of the church militant. The age of 

all pwerful popes who could humble the most important of the emperors. 

The age of popes who conceived themselves, not only as the vicars of 
se 

Christ, but as Caesar . And the Dominicans, the black-robed men, were 

their missionaries, and their messengers, and their military. The 

Dominicans had come into being during the Albigensian Crusade. The 

Albigensian Crusade took place in the last dec ade of the twelfth 

century, and t he first decade of the thirteenth century . A number 
had 

of heretic groups, by church definition, aave grown up in the Provos 
Preached 

and in the sunny shores of the 1editarrane n, :PP~ests-ef all manner 
type of 

of piety and sought their ovm spiritual definit ion • .And among other 

things, these groups, attacked the I)omp and the worldliness of Rome . 

And the~gwere a tc an~al to the church. And the Pope ordered a Crus ade, 

to erase these people, to defend the inte g-rity of t he Catholic world . 

Norman kni ghts fran the north of France were only too eager to come 

down and to dispossess the southern lords who protected these heresiots. 

The Dominicans went in wi t h t hem to mop up-to erase--to see to it that 
1h l \-+~ 

the vine of heresy spread no further . -Further"1'ears of bloo,cd and plunder 

effectively destroyed the growth of, what must be seen as, early Protestant­

ism, in southern France. Then the Dominicans turned their atte ntion to 
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Spain. And there was much need in Spain of their services. For this 

was a Spain which was half Arab anc half C tholic. This was a Spain 
been 

which had declared a crusadmng territory. You may reMe ner, that 

when the Arabs first burst out so explosively from the Saudia-Arabian 

Peninsula, they conquered almost the~ entire ran~e of the ~editerranean 

shore. All of the Near Epst--all of North Africa, Spain, the southern 

coast of France, good parts of Italy, Jugo-Slavia, Greece, the Mediterra.nian 

Islands, a Turkey, and so on. And they main ained th ir control of 

these territories, well into the twelfth century. And then the little 

Christian kingdoms, ~ragon and Castile, and avarre began to make 
n inroads against a feudal lrab aristocracy. And he tenth-elevr':,h century 

the northern tier of Spain W3S reqonquered. In the middle of the 13th 

ce~tury, the southern areas of Sain were 
of 

rely reconquered. Between 

1235 and 1250 the still famous cities Seville, Cordova, alencia 8nd 

the island of Majorca fell to h C"'tholics. The Muslims were pushed 

out and soon exiled. But they left behind a rich culture--they left 

behind an inte lectual culture, compared to which the Catholic world 
and 

was rude, semi-literate; and many of those who came as soldjsrs of 

the Lord, Christ, were attracted by this culture, and many were at­

tracted to -,{.f.., its ideas. There was need of the censure--there was 

need of those who punched? pushed? down heresy--there was need of 

the preacher, there was need, in short, of the Dominican. 

When the Catholics be an to controlt the large areas of Spain, 

the Catholic world was divided largely into two widely disparaged 
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groups. There was a small para-military class above, And ths re was 

a large peasant clnss, illiterate, below. There was no one to perform 
civil 

the cleric functions, the service functions, there was no middle class--

a few craftsmen. The Huslins ha.d performed these functions, and they 

were tolerated for a while 2nd then they were driven out . The Jews, 

our ancestors, continued to perform many of these fun tions, Rnd in­

deed, they were encouraged to come into the areas which -r/lili had 

been vacated and were now depopulated. This, in brief, was the era 

during which the Spanish Jewish popul2tion ac ually incre ased in 

number and increased in influence. 

Now, Raymond de Pennaforte, the riaster eneral of the Dom inc ans 

was a skillful missionary, and by that I meRn, that he h&d recognized 

early on, that the rude, half-literate Christin monk was no match, 

for Muslim or Jew who was trained in A~is otle and Plato and nn the 

richness of ancient lore. So he determined to train his ovm Mind 

into the richness of ancient civilization. And thouRh his monks were 

no more successful in their conv8rsion, if thetr conversion sermons 

were preached in .Arabic, than WR9R they had been when they QaQ-~Q~R 

pre ctched in Latin. 
• ? passing . 

He did perform in Passic (?), a 8I'eat service, 

for which we are all in his debt. To create a stream of language 

centers, at which Arabic and Hebrew were taught. And to these 
were brought 

centers the great books ~f the ancient world. Ander here many 

of them were transl~ted l~i~ fbr the first time, into Latin, into 

Hebrew, into the languages which were understood in Europeo And 
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so by a strange and devious route Galle, Hippocrates, Democrates, Platio, 

Socrates, Aristotle--a wealth of ancient wisdom came to the West . 

We think of Greek culture as having past sort of immediately by osmosis, 

throughout Europe, but that was not the case. When Greece and Rome 

fell Europe went into the Dark Ages. And the lec1.rninE of Europe was 
into 

translated into Greeki Syriat, Syriat into Arabic, and then centuries 

later from Arabic into Latin ftnd Hebrew. We knew Aristotle until the 

last century, at the fifth removed, it was only in the l ast century 

when the explosion of le arning and the new learning that we recovered 

the ori~inal works. 

The Jews then remained as a very necessary and jmportant class in 

Spain, but they remained under thumbs of these Dominicans, the missionaries 

that were eager for their souls, eager to win them from the darkness into 

the light. The Disrutation of Barcelona was designed to be a case 
which 

history of how to g o about developing the arguments that would be most 

attractive to Jews--which would win them over to the Christian world. 

The Dominicans, the missionaries of Christ had made f2mous the focus 

of their operations--that the Jews were the people upon whom their 

operatlons were primarily focused. Now how did they go about this. 

The ancient forms of missionary activity were well-known. the ancient 

advertising campaign went something like this way: 

Jews,you believe in the Bible don't you? Of course. Well, Jew 

isn•t it said in your Bible that a virgin shall conceive and shall 

bear a child? Isn•t it said in your Bible that a sheep shall go 
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forth from the seed of Jesse-Z And isn1t it said in yotir Bible, 

11By Thou, Bethlehem, out of thee shall come one unto me? One ..., 

that is to be ruler of Israel? Check it out, Jew. You've seen 

it yourself. And isn 1t it obvious that all these thin s were 

fulfilled in Christ Jesus." 

Now this advertising cc.mpaiQ.11 is as old as the gospels themselves . 

Because the gospels rewrote the biography of Jesus to conform to ancient 

biblical prophecy. In Mark we read that Jesus was born in Nazareth . 

In later gospels we re?.d that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Why? To 

conform to the very pro~hecies of the Micah which I re ~d to you. 
Me 

come one unto tRQe, that is "By thou, B~thlehem, out of thee, 

( '3 to be ruler in Israel." 
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The Case of the Despised Faith -­
Nachmanides 

February 5, 1965 
Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Friends - After that lovely and pointedly brief introduction, all I can say 

is that I truly hope that you do not know all that there is to know me. It 1 s a 

pleasure to be leading off in this our Ninth Annual Adult Seminar. I could remember 

the little meeting in~, office when the idea for these seminars was first born. 

Looking about me tonight, there are a number of you who have not ~issed a session. 

I think perhaps, after our tenth year, we ought t J have a little graduation. Ne 've 

covered a lot of subjects together in this period of time. 

This evening, I'm to take you back in history 702 years. History has a virtue 

all its own, It's pleasant to delve back into the past, know what was done and 

why to learn how it is that a civilization which is ours, and a faith which is 

ours, came into being and developed. History also ought to have some relevance to 

our situation and I'm going to suggest to you that the virtue of this particular 

lies largely in what it can tell us about the a~e old ways and the age 

old follies of missions and missionaries and of those who believed that all the 

world can be twisted to one particular point o.f view. Now they tell me that a 

bull fight is a grand and glorious spectacle and I must confess that I lack the 

stomach for it. Mr. Hemingway not withstanding. Death is too routine a fact to 

be made into a spectacle and t esides, it offends frankly, riv sportsmanship instinct 

for the bull has no chance. The matador may risk injury and even death, but gore 

or no, the bull is slaughtered. 

This is a story of a bull fight. Like every , this tale is therefore 

fundamentally shabby but romantically set. In Spain, in that wonderful vacation 

land known as , in sunny Barcelona, in the high and 

splendiferous audience chambers of the royal palace. It's a typically Spanish 
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story too, in that it has the emotional texture of a bull fight . Only here, the 

bull is . a man . The story is labeled as "The Disputation of Barcelona" . Disputation 

is one of those wonderfully bland words which historians delight because it ~ives 

them the sense of being dispassi nate and scientific. But it gives to us th8 illusion 

of two rather equally balanced adver aries. Tw knights entering the lists, the 

similar weapons and similar arms. Here are two kni
0
hts that contravers lists a .e 

a learned rabbi and a learned monk. It would seem at first glance to l- e equally 

equipped for this debate of religi us issues but in this case the odds have been 

rigged and the method of fighting has been so , e scri t ec so hat one mu LI 1 Iir a 

one must lose. Each could be presumed intellectually competent but this was not 

like our currently popular dialo6ues which exude so much good wi 1 and a sense of 

virtue. The rabbi was here not on his own cognizance but for one reason only . 
. 

Because his audience had been der.1ande by the one man i.:.1 Spain whose order could 

not be denied. His most Catholic majesty King James I of • The cumenical 

spirit was seven hundred years in t he future. This was arranged and 

contrived to displa~ the skill of the matador, are all bull fi hts . The M3tador 

in this cast was a black robed monk. member of he 11.fendickan order of the 

Dominican .. ~w there is a sportin0 treak i n the Spanish , or so I am told . 

The bull was brouaht into this ring and hP vas not drucged . The rab .i's testi~ony 

was unlike that hich we have become accustome to from corrunu1ist urged trials where 

a wearily confused defendant confesses and recants. Later the catholic inquisition 

would develop the ceremonial confession and would make it a feature of the 

But in 1263 the people in posit ion was still relatively new and relatively unused. 

It had been authorized only a scant quarter of a century before and it w snot the 

arm of the church which is in evidence here. The inquisition was designed to deal 

with relaxing catholics. Those who had been born in the faith, had been baptized 

into the faith who turned away from it and the bull in our case was a Jew, and 

therefore even beyond the far reach of the inquisitor. So the bull here was free 

• 

to toss his horns as best he could but he was ordered to remember that he was a bull, 

and not the matador. The rabbi could draw upon his wisdom and make a careful answer 
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lut he cotld not question. He could charge at the cape but could not himself 

dtsplay the ca:pe. He could defend Judaism but not challenge Christian·ty. He 

could elaborate his answers but hot change the ubject. All of Spain was eager 

to see one thing and one thing only - how skillfully the monk matador could con r 1 

the rabbi, the bull before he inhaled mim on the fatal sword. 

rJow, I am told that a top rated ma tad or demands a bull t h!3. t will test his 

metal. In this case the matador de anded the most competent, finest scholar among 

Spain's rabbis. The man's name , brtt r known as Nachmanides , 11oses the 

son of -achman. achmanides was sixty-nine years of age at th time of this agony. 

He was not only the dean but the most tevered of all of ··pains scholars. ! ow for 

most of us, I'm afraid that Nachmanides's name is one of those that we memorize 

way back then for our confirmation exam and have pushed back into the brick-a-back 

of half forgotten facts. He deserves a better fate for he was not only one of our 

finest schol~rs but he was one of the most decent, ~entle and 1ise of the gener Btions. 

Child prodigy - by the a 0 e of sixteen he had writte and published a co mpPtent 

Talmudic work. A steady man - high in the seventies he composed one of the classic 

com.~entaries on the Torah, which is still read b_ all of us with pride. For most 

of his seventy-six years, Nachmanides earned his bread as a physician, his fame 

as a jurist and a scholar and he was re~ered for his oiety and his wisdom. He was 

a rrzy-stic and by that I mean that he-ms trained as a phi losopher 1 ut he felt hims lf 

close to the heavens and in .is prayer and in his devotion, his heart and his head 

reached up towards the heavens. He was a roet liturgy to this day 

contains many of his beautiful hymns to God. And he was a preacher which by the way 

was an unusual quality for a rabbi of that time, He was an enthusiast - he was the 

encourager of Spanish Jewry during the fifty years of his active ministry. Nachmanides, 

Moses had been • 

Let me introduce you to the impresario, the man ho arranged this , 
the of his day. I searched, I must confess, in the books for the 

name of a Spanish impresario and I couldn't find one. So you have to excuse me for 
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this breaking of the metaphor. The impresario was an eighty-six ye r old veteran 

of the religious wars, by the name of P~ymond . Raymond was a man 

of unusual strength and of deep and abiding conviction. He lived to be ninety-

nine years of age. History books tell us thctt in his ninety-ninth year he was up 

and down the highwa~s of Sp•in, a true indefatigable soldier of Christ. Raymond 

was a monk. Now we associate the monk with a simple rran of prayer or with a simple 

farmer busy in the fields but Raymond was a feudal monk, in a feudal age. He had 

been the master general of the large and powerful dominican order and he was at 

this time, the priest confe ,.) sor of the king. He was indeed a pol itician, statesman 

and prinee of the church. The Bominicians were at this tir:1.e a relatively new order 

which had come into being within the last half century, to ,Nhip heresy and to speed 

the church's mission and they did this with zeal. So much so that they were known 

among their fellow catholics, among other catholic orders by the far from flatterine 

title of , which means the hunting dogs of the Lord. The Dominicians 

had charge of the newly formed papal inquisition. They were to write a bloody and 

sorry history with this charge. One of Raymond s mo st significant achi ,· vements 

had been to ain permmssion from James to introduce the appara t us of the inquisition, 

. Directly responsible to Rome, they were often at with 

the local cardinals and bishops who resented interference i n provincial affairs. As 

I shall try to show you later ·on, this conflict within the church plays an important 

part in our history. The Dominicians organized this particular bull fight to display 

their skill - to claim unique competence in winning souls to Christ. It was as if 

they would say 'here is the most learned Jew and here is the way one of our specially 

trained monks can humble him, bring him to his knees'. Here's . You need 

us because you can't begin to do the work ordered by the pope without us. The 

Dominicians ordered this and they provided, from among their number, the 

!mltador. A word is then necessary about them, but a thirteenth century was their 

century. Thirteenth century was the age or the church militant. The age of all 

powerful popes who could humble the most important of the emperors. The age of popes 
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who can see themselves not only as vicars af Christ but as Caesar. The Dominicians, 

theee black robed men were their missionaries and their messengers and their military . 

The Dominicians had come into being during the Crusade. The 

Crusade took place in the last decade of the twelfth centuryand the first decades 

of the thirteenth century. A number of herited groups, by church definition, had 

grown up , and the sunny shores of the Mediterranean and preached 

all manner of piety and sought their own type of spiritual definition and among other 

things, these groups attacked the pomp and the worldljness of Rome. They were a 

scandal to the church. The pope ordered a crusade to erase these people - to defend 

the integrity of the catholic world. Normanites from the north of France were only 

too eager to come down and to disposess the southern lords who protected these 

and the Dominicians went in with them to mop up and to erase. To see 

to it that the vine and heresy spread no further. Thirty years of blood and of 

r lunder .a:fb:Etww effectively destroyed growth of what must be seen as an early 

protestantism in southern France. Then the Dominicians turned their attention to 

Spain and there was much need in Spain of their services. For this was a Spain 

which was half Arab and half catholic. This was a Spain which had been declared 

a crusading territory. You may remember that when the Arabs first burst out so 

explosively from the Saudi Arabian peninsula, they conquered almost the entire range 

of the 1l"editerranean shore. All of the near east, all of north Africa, Spain, the 

southern coast of France, good parts of Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, the f.J!editerranean 

islands, Turkey etc. They maintained their control of these territories well into 

the twelfth century. Then the little Christian kingdoms Aragon, Castile, Nevare, 

began to make inroads against a feudal Arab aristocracy. In the tenth and eleventh 

century the northern tier of Spain was reconquered. In the miadle of the thirteenth 

century, the southern areas of Spain were largely reconquered. Between 1235 and 

1250 the still famous cities of Seville and Cordoba and Valencia and the islands of 

fell to the catholic. The Muslems were pushed out, soon exiled but they 

left behind a rich culture. They left behind an intellectual culture compared to 
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which the catholic world was rude and semi-literate . .11fan.,v of those who came as 

soldiers of the Lord, Christ, were attr~cted by this cult re and many nere attracted 

to its ideas. There was need of a censor, there was need of those down 

heresy. There was need of a preacher. 1here wa need in short, of the Dominician. 

lfuen the catholics began to control l ctr e areas of Spain, the catholic world 

was divided large ly into two widely disparate grolps. To.ere was a small . ara-Tllilitary 

noLle class a~ove and there was the large peasant class, i lliterate, belo . There 

was no one to perform the cleric functions, the civil service functions - there was 

no middle class ±E and few craftsmen. The us lens had perfor::ned these functL ns 

and they ·were tolerated for awhile and then they were driven out. The Jews, our 

ancestors, continued to perform many of these futj.ctions, and indeed, they were 

encouraged to come j_nto the r; e areas which had been 1racated and were now depo· ulated . 

This in brief, was an era durin~ which the Spanish Jewish population actually 

increased in number and increased in influence. iow Raytjond I said to pen a thou ~ht, 

the master general of Dominicians was a skillful m sionary. By that I mean that 

he had recognized early on that the rude , half-lit rate Christian monk was no match 

for r~fuslem or Jew who was trained on Aristotle and Plato and on the r • chness of the 

ancient lord . And so, he determined t o train his own monks into the richness of 

ancient civiliza tion. Though his monks were no more successful if their conversion 

sermons were preached in Arabic than they had been when they preached · n Latin . He 

did perform in passing, a great service for wlich ne are all in his debt. For he 

created a string of language centers at which Arabic and Hebrew were taught and to 

these centers ere brought the great books of the ancient orld and here many of them 

were translated for the firat time into Latin, into Hebrew, into langua~es which were 

understood in Europe. So by a strange and devious route , , 

Plato, , Aristotle - the wealth of ancient wisdom came to the west. e 

think of Greek culture as having passed sort of irnrnediately y osmosis throu-rhout 

Europe but that was not the case. en recent Rome fell, Europe went to the Dark AgE£ . 

The learning of Europe was translated from Greek to Syriak, from into Arabic 

... 
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and then centuries later, from Arabic into Latin and Hebrew. e kne AriRtotle 

untich the last century at the fifth remove, ad it was only in the 1 t cent ry 

with the explosion of 1 arning and ner learning that we reco er~d the original works. 

'T'he Jews then renained as a very necessary and ir11portant class in Spain . But 

t ey re1 ained under the thum of the""'e Dominicians, th8c::e missionaries , who 1 • 1ere 

eacer for their s uls , ea__;er to win them . ro1n the dar -:ne:ss into the lir:ht . ~ 

The disputation at arcelona was desi~ned to be a ca~e hic::tory on ho t0 ".YO abo t .., 

develop ·ng the arguments ~hich w•uld be most a racted to Je~s - rhich would ,i. 

the~ over to the Chr· stian world . The Dominici3ns, the missiona~i~s or C½ri t, 

had made Spain the focus of their operation a , J p 'V rere J.E..J 

heir operations 1 ere primarily foe .s8d. 1
1
0w ow id they go about this? The 

ancient forms of miss · onar) activity 1ere 1Ne1 r.ow::1 . The r.nci•~ .. 1t advertising 

cafli. aign y nt c::ometh • n:-i- this way - Jew, you e lieve in the Bible, don't you? ,·rell , 

f ··- 11 J s ' t i· t sa 1· o co rs e . . : e , e~ , . 0 Eible that a vir 0 in sha 1 c0 ceive and 

shall ear a child and is 't is said L. rour ible that a shoot shall 0 oforth from 

the see f and isn't it said in yo~r i le, t~ou rethlehem ofit of 

thee sha:i.l co:ne one .IDl.lm unto me , o e t hat is to uler of Israel . Check it out , J 1 . 

You 'll see that it's so. nd isn't it obvio s that all these thin ere fullfilled 

in Christ Jesus . Now this advertising campa i n is as ol ac the ·ospels t _emselves 

ecause t he gospels rewrote the biography of Jesus to conform to ancient biblical 

prophecy . In dark we read that Jesus ·was born in azareth . In the later gos els 

we read that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. ~fur - t conform t o the very pror hecy 

fro 1~ichael which I read to you " thoJ Be thlehem, o t oft e shall come 

one unto me that is to be ruler in I,rael" . 0 ecite enough of thee t xts to a simL e 

person and e be ins to f ';el that there must be so neth • l\_, to it . T.J_s approac' was 

thirteen hundre years old an noY ev n the im lest Jew ~new that the rord "vir ·in" 

was a :r istranslation - knew that the shoot that was to co 

refere to the house of avid and espccia D to 

out of the seed of 

an not at all to 

the Christ ad knew that in the matt r o the birthplace of Jesus , the e, Testament 

contradicted himself. So when the monks c&rr.e nith this old cam ai~n, th y were 
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scoffed at and they were easily answered and they went away empty handed. ayriond 

and his Dominicians were not satisfied and they put their heads together and they 

brainstormed each other, the thirteenth century fashion and they came u with a new 

sales pitch. Now what was their pitch? Their pitch was this. Instead of tr .. ing 

to prove th virtue of Christianity, the Jews from the Bible, i would prove the 

virtue of Christianity of the Je "IS fro~ ra binnical li tera .ure. 1 ~e even know who 

was the account exec of this advertising campaign. He 1'las a p · ous tnonk and a 

learned monk and a linguist by the name of Haymond Martinez. He lived at this 

time, he as a disciple of a, ond , he had been tau~ht ebrew and Arab · c , 

probatly by converter Jews and I[uslerns and he spent a lifetime i.n the library. 

And ·hat did he do in this library - he sought out all those stray textc in the 

literature which would seem to agree in attituce with Christian posit· Jn. He 

published t ese. Called one book "A Muzzle for the Jews". It's what you call 

this passionate literature. He called another "A naggar" against the heart of the 

moor and of the Jew • These books had a long history of Raymond 

• You can still find his material sited by Hebrew Christians societies in 

our day and age. fuat he did was this. He would read a midrush, and he wo ld find 

in the :1idrash, statements that God is all wise and all knowing an immortal. You 
that 

Jews have agreed .:tmcllXJ£ God is a trinity. He has three virtures and what he did, 

he drew together all of this material XEm in easily indexed form and all miss· naries 

have blessed his name ev r si.nce. Now, we're a bookish people, you and I - we love 

books and we 've a passion for them and w 're also people. e can't et 

rid of books. Nhat does a Jew do with a book he's thro eh ith. Unless 

or some organization has a book sale, you're caught. It goPs up in the attic, aybe 

your grandchild will read it someday, you know. ~Vhat do you do with old books. 

The ancient Jews had the same problem. They had in every Synagogue, a closet room. 

A man wrote a good book and it was much used and the bindinb began to fall apart, 

the book was put in this room. A man wrote a poor book, nobody used it, it s imply 

disintegrated and fell into tatters, it went into this room. They were called 
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- places where things were hidden and we found one or t wo of thee 

and we found all manner of brilliant literature and all manner of rubt i sh, 

trash in them. You may have read some of in t hi s past ~ eek in the 

Saturday Review. Professor Davidson from the Jewish Theological Seminary who has 

been making a life study of the of thirteenth century 

and he's finally put ton-ether a book of some 50 pages called 

1Nhat 1 s this great Hebrew volume all about? How to win a horse r ace. I t's a book 

of ~agic. All kinds of incantation which are guaranteed to cure the gout, to get 

rid of a mother-in-law whom we don't like, how to drive away the bi l l col~ector 
drive away the bill colJectorf 

Nould you like to know how to . You go to the seventh el l of the ci t y , you 

take water seven times from the well, you pour it seven times on t he gr ound and 

you recite a certain incantation. Guaranteed. We Jews kept it. It 

• 

was in a book and you can't throw away a book. Wel l , what am I saying . I'm saying 

simply this - that you can find in the byways of Jewish literature all manner of 

fancy. Even in the Talmud you'll find old wives' tales, patent medicine r ecipes, 

all matter of trivial and this man was able t o f ind flamboyantly 

exercises, he was able to find all kinds of materials which s t=- emed t o point t o t he 

, 

~act that there were certain. areas in which Judaism and Christianity were coneruent . 

Here you have the new sales pitch. It went something like this - Jew, you believe 

in the Talmud, don't you. the simple Jew would answer "of course. That's nzy- basic 

law". Well, then Jew, I can site you the chapter and verse that it says in the Talmud 

that once upon a time a Jew was plowing the field, and his cow t egan to low • 

And an Arab was passing by and he said "Jew, untie your cow, untie your plow, for 

the Temple has been destroyed". And the Jew untied his cow and he untied his plow 

and the cow lowed again. The same Arab turned to the Jew and said "Jew, tie up 

your cow, tie up your plow for the kssiah has been born". There you have it, Jew. 

Your own Talmud tells you that the Messiah has already come. !vho' s a 11essiah? It's 

obvious. The Christ Jesus. Now you repeat such illustrations often enough and a 

simple person is going to believe that there's something to it. The Talmud says it, 
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you know. Rabc is have been quoting lines from the Talmud t congregat·ons the 1 ~t 

century again and again and again and I bet there 's no nne in the congregation 

that's ever looked it up. The same thing here. If they had looked it up they 

would have found that this story is not in the Ta lmud. It's in the Midrush. The 

1fidrush is many collections of sermon outlaws - s er non topics which rabbis of 

Persia and Babylon and Turkey and ◄ gypt, preached twelve hundred , fifteen hundred 

and more years ago. There's no logidal development to these sermons. Simply a 

series of ideas which in , sometimes a text is very di~ficult for 
deemed 

us to understand. Never has this iJidrash been D]g)Qifa t o be doctrinaly responsible. 

Anything could go into it. Any flgght of fancy that you'd want. So first of all, 

this story was in the ~idrash. And then since no Jew bothered to look it up, 

no Jew bothered to read how the story was actually concluded because after the Jew 

had tied up his cow and retied the plow, hw turned to the Arab and he said "' atis 

the Messiah's name?" According to the r idrash the Arab said "His name is Coriforter." 

And the Jew says to the Arab "And who was his father?" The Arab said "His father is 

Hezekiah". Well, obviously, whatever this teller of tall tales :-neant, this rabbi 

of fi f teen hundred years ago he was not refering to Jesus, the son of Joseph, and 

he ~was not refering to some Mesiah born immaculately. Hezekiah was the last of the 

great king~ of the 

within the 

line and he was making sone comment about the continuity 

family of expectation. We don't know quite what he 

had in mind and yet if we look back to the text as it has come down to us, w~ see 
a 

a few thingsthat we can understand. First of all, it's all part of comment, as i-.r 

so much of Jewish life and in the Bible. The lines from the Book of 

Lamentations, series of poems, a bewailing the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. The 

line reads, "Because the comforter is far from me, even he that should refrPsh my 

s oul."• The comment which is obviously being made of the text is fault in 

illustrations seems inappropriate. Comment which is obvious being made is that 

the function of the Messiah is to be comforter. This comment is probably being 

made in opposition to some who said that the function of the Messiah was to be 



conquerer. There was a tradition in Jewish life that the Messiah was essentially 

he who would reconquer the Holy Land and free it from Arab or from Greek or from 

Roman domination. During the revolt, believed that 

was actually the Messiah. Why? Because he seemed for a whi le t o have whipped the 

Roman troops and to have freed Israel for Israeli rule. No, th (:) Messiah this man 

-]l 

is saying, he is not the conquerer, he is the comforter. He who will bring private 

peace, consolation, to Israel. But whatever the man meant, he ~as a Persian, fifteen 

hundred years ago, we have on ly the to~ic, the line he was commenting on in the 

illustration. Whatever he meant, it's not part of the dogma of Jewish life. Yet, 

~ymond learned to use this kind of material to use it ef: ectively to save Jewish 

souls. 

There you have, now the bull and the impressario. Let me introduce you now to 

the man who occupies the royal box. , the sixty year old 

royal James I, his most catholic majesty King of Araba. James is an interesting 

person. He was an excellent king and he doubled and tripled the land of Araba. 

He was a fierce warrior - came to the throne at the age of five, at the age of ten 

he appeared in his first battle and he led his troops, at the age of ten, so the 

story goes, to victory against a group of noblemen who opp sed him. He was much 

married, much unfaithful, quite a tippler, quite a lover of th troubadour and the 

verse and he kept one of the most famous libertine courts that Euro pe has ever known. 

That this man stould be in the royal box of a theological debate, almost passes 

understanding. Now, ~ames had need of Jews. He had need of them because he needed 
profit 

the middle class and he had~ of the Jew. 'i he king in the medieval world 

owned the Jew and that all the taxes of the Jew, all £he profit from his business 

were taxed into the royal treasuey-. They weren't disbursed into EplY other feudal 

pocket. He had reasons to protect the Jew. Why then did James order a Jew, the 

most eevered Jew of his day, to arpear as the bull, in such an intellectual bull 

fight. Furthermore, there is a tradition that James was a friend of Nachmanides. 

We do lmow that a number of Jews were important o ' ficials of James's court and we 
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believe that Nachmanides had access to this court and had, indeed, spoken before 

the king many times. There's a line in our Book of Prov~rbs which presidential 

advisers and professional generally tend to overlook. It gos 

something like this - 1zy- son, fear then the Lord and the King and meddle not with 

them that are given to change. Friendship doesn't mean very much to a man who is 

saddled with state responsibilities. There are always questions of policy which 

outweigh friendship. Let us remember that James was a catholi_c l<ing. He was a 

catholic king who was the recipent of many a kindness and many a service from the 

Pope. His arlT{Y was filled with crusading knights who had been brou
0
ht down in 

their by papal decree. He was a catholic king in a century in 

which the church militant was the dominant and most powerfu . O!"' C P in Europ. 

1 i02 t l .t , he could deny but he couldn't disobey. What the pope willed, he had 

to at least outwardly conform to. In twelve hundred and fifteen, at a Vatican 

now unlike the one which we have just seen, the church decreed that all Jews must 

wear a distinguishing yellow badge. The church decreed that there must be a 

complete social apartheid, a separatiJn be tween catholic and Je v. The Jewish 
physician 
:l'fEXXti~R could no longer tend the catholic patient. The catholic maid could no 

longer serve in a Jewish household. On certain days of the year between Good 

Friday and Easter Sunday the Jew was not even allowed to appear in the public 

streets. In the thirteenth century the church became determined that the Jew 

shall be seen and known for his abjectness. He had refused the light, refused 

the good tidings and no~ he was to be the wandering Jew, the pariah, the outclass, 

the debased. Let none who have seen the light, trap it, with those of the under­

world. This was set policy and the Church had the powe~ and the determination 

to affect. Now, generally, because of his need for Jews, because he lived in a 

far more open and literate society than did the Pope in Rome, generally James 

simply disobeyed and paid little atten-,~ ion to Roman dec rees. He 

them, he did not enforce them. There were times when reason of state forced 

his hand and this was one. The Dominicians wer~ reporting to IV, 
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the Pope, of James's indifference. James was threatened with exco:nmunLcation. 

He was and was brought to heel and I presume that James felt that it was a matter 

of little moment. If a rabbi was demeaned and disgraced, it didn't affect his 

pocket book and it was a way of taking the pressure off of his political neck. 

So, having worked out with the Dominicians before, the results of the 

was announced, he ordered Nachmandise to appear. He saw to it that this atte t 

to show up the ignorance and the lack of validity of the Jewish position would not 

in any way affect the economic position of the Jew which might affect his own pocket. 

And so he said to the Dominicians this - You may have your bull fight. Yo may have 

Nachmanides. I will a ttenti but you may not demand of me in the p ass ion of the moment 

that the Jew be exiled. You may not demand of me that I proclaim a certain day 

on which all Jews must be baptized and if they fa'l to be baptized, out they go 

from the land. You may not demand of me a special head tax against all Jews to the 

benefit of the State. What you may demand, and what I will grant you is the 

opportunity to go into the Synagogues of the Jew on any Sabbath that you wish, 

as often as you wish and preach to him and I will order their attendance. What 

you may ·demand of me is that the Jews bring to you their books. You may research 

these and erase from them any reference which you find blasphemous to the catholic 

faith. You may not do that which affects my- exchequer or rrry power. Half a lost is 

better than none - the Dominicians agreed to this and it was on the se terms that 

came to occupy the royal box. 

Now for the rratador. a monk. To the catholic, a hero. 

He had seen the light. To the Jew, a , a convict, one who had been 

raised a Jew but had converted and left the faith. And worse than this 

was a man who used what skills he had against his family and the people of his birt~1. 

Through the long centuries, no one has hurt the Jews more than • 

We've a long and unhappy list of weak intellectuals who have left us and earned their 

livelihocl)d by us. They've earned their livelihood by charactureing us 

and we have them still today. was a man in his fifties who 
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1as ldter to distin uish himself as the Dominician who ot the ascent of ling Louis 

IX of France, to forde all Jews in the kingdom to ~ear thP black badge. Like all 

thPse renegade intellectuals, he was a man vho needed to glorify himself. He 

thirsted to be in the center of the areaa. He thirsted for the matador's role. 

'What was his program? He would prove conclusively that within Jewish tradition 

and ascented 
that Judaism agreed X1JXllXDl'JlUf to the fundamental teachings of Christianity. 

was a learned and capable man and he set up a magnificently 

conceived intellectual trap. He decided to concentrate on the word Messiah. 

We've already talked about it • The word mesiah appears first in 

the Bible simply to describe the king of Israel, it means the anoi ~ed one. Oil 

was poured on the head of the f ·rst kings of Israel as a sign of their ascension 

o r office. It's still done in England today, you can still see the sym olic 

of this practice. The king received the ascent, the power, and became 

the messiah. Later with the end of the Divinic Dynasty the word messiah came to 

represent the hope. He who would be the resporer of the rightful line of Israel's 

king. And in time messiah came to be the deliverer, he who would bring about our 

salvation. How was this salvation to be achieved? Here there was great disagree ent 

in our text. The established position was simple. The messiah was to be the man 

who would push out foreign rulers from the holy land and re-establish it as a Jewish 

state. But most embroidered, and far more, messiah became a man of super natural 

power. Wonders would be performed by him. He would achieve this independence 

through God's miraculous intervention. We still see the lingering embers of this 

old theological debate in our own day when a number of the:aa :12 extremely pious 

of the when refused to cooperate in the upbuilding of 

Zion because it was not done through the miraculous intervention of God's messiah. 

Now knew that he could find within Jewish tradition, texts 

which would show (A) that the messiah had already been born, because there was an 

old tradition that all miracles had been born before the 

creation of the world and tored there by God for the right moment. He knew also 
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that he could find texts in the Jewish tradition which ould show th, t the messiah 

was given super natural powers. He was the God in man. The God incarnate, some hat 

like the Christ. So he ordered that the debate deal only with these two topics, (a) 

that the messiah had already come, (b) that the messiah would be something more than 

an ordinary mortal. , the messiah had come, the mess i ah was the son of 

God, messiah was the Christ. The rules of the debate '!ere simple. Nachmanides was 

to have absolute freedom of speech but he was not allowed to interject new topics, 

he was not allowed to deviate from these two positions. He could only explain as 

t est he could, whatever sentences wished to throw out at him. All right. 

We come to the debate itself. We know the ecact date, the t hirtietp: of July, twelve 

hundred and sixty-three, nine o'clock in the morning, the king 's palace, the great 

audience chamber. Present - one Jew, Nachmanides, the entire court, as many as 

were there at the time, most of the high clergymen in the land, the Dominicians in 

their numbers, Raymond , their master general and the motador. 

Nachmanides walked in erectly and bore himself with dignity, the perfunctory oh yeses 

and here yes, this court is in session - were duly spoken. The matador came struttirg 
with 
:tk:e Spanish pride into the room and he announced that he wouldprove that Christ was 

indeed foreseen in the Jewish tradition that imxJalx the rabbis had t elieved in him. 

Now, Nachm.anides was a man of some courage. Instead of sitting back and letting the 

proof develop he interjected . He said "hold on a ·moment. Hold on. 

I've heard you say before, in public orations, that the rabbis agree that the 

Christ has already been. I want to ask you a question. If he's already been here 

how is it that the rabbis remain faithful to the tradition? I will agree with you, 

we believe :iJu:x.ii the Talmud to be doctrinally effective. If the Talmud proves that 

Christianity is indeed the true religion, wl,Jr is it the rabbis didn(t convert. 

lYhy did they remain Jews?. 

Nachmanides and he didn't an 

s a shrewd man on his feet. He heard 

had prepar d text. He knew no one was 

listening. Everyone agreed with min that room o he simply paid no attention 

to the man and he began to 

seemed to show that Judai • liJaalq h 1 
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jected the very story which I have already told you about, the cow and the farmer 
Arab 

and the~. Here Nachmanides again screwed up his courage and he interrupted 

and he said "'Whoa, wait a minute. Here's a story that you've told me". He gave 

the explan.1tions, the commentary which I've already given you and he said "wait 

a min i_ te. ~•hat does this story really say? It says that the messiah was born 

when? After the destruction of the Temple. Your messiah was born beforeth year 

70 when the temple was destroyed and he died before the year seventy when the Te~ple 

was destroyed1 by your own testimony. your messiah, is not". And that's 

as far as he got because there was in the room, a legal officer. His name was 

, he was a king's • He said "fuoops. Y· u're out 

of order. We're t-king testimony now only on the point, whether or not the messiah 

has actually been born. Nachmanides learned then and there what so many people have 

learned when they have testified before star chamber proceedings and bef ore our 

house Unamerican Activities Committee, and places like that - that the truth isn't 

always what men seek. That men seek to make their bit and speak what thn wish to 

hear. Nachmanides continued to play the puppet, the managed man with what dignity 

he could. There was no pause for lunch. The debate lasted late into the afternoon 

but it was clear from about the third hour that the king had an idea bouncin r ack 

and forth in his head. Now the king was no theologian and when kings enter into areas 

of theology - watch out. Finally the king couldn't contain himself any longer, he 

interrupted and said "Halt", kings have the right to say it. I want. He said 

" monk, you. You told a story before about a cow and about an Arab 

what was that story?" The monk repeated thP story. And he said "now, you rabbi. 

You gave certain answers here but now answer me. I've got you. I'll fix you. You 

said that the messiah had actua ~_ly been born, according to this story when you 

argued about the Christ, did you not Well, then, he was born in the year in which 

the Temple was destroyed, he would be over a thousand years now. Rabbi, how can a 

man live for a thousand years? You story is obviously and the monk is 

obviously right". The Jew and catholics simply smiled because this was a day in 
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which the Bible was believed and how long had .1ethusael lived? Almo t th thousand 

years and everybody decided that they'd had enoueh for the day, they couldn't take 

the interventi n of the ki gin important matters and they le the matter lie. Court 

was adjourned to be reconvened the nAxt morrow • Today's 

was reconvened in a convent in Ba ·r·celona and it dragged throu,·h another day, very 

much as the first. 1'hen the next day it mst again. Fi.nally on the -r0urth day, the 

court was brought into session and a stran ·· thing- hat"' ened. achmanide aro e, 

it was as i it had all been precept, Nachmanides announced to the court, 11 I canrot 

continue this disputation. I havP been advised not to." This was enoueh to lose 

one's hPad but strangely the king assented and thP clergy ~ade no protest. vbat 

had happAned? It 111 u d seem, that in the intervening da,,rs the local ; s 10· ,"J • 

cardinals 1ad r.-aJe ' i s i .-y· rEsPntation to the king. They said he king, you 

can iot l et this farce continue. They had no concern for the Jew. They ha c cr:irn 

for the· r own prero6~ ti ve. i'fe cannot allow the Domi lican soul to have s ch a -·rea t 

victory. To have so m ch r•ood public relati :;ns . Let' s cring this to a close 

before they demand to control all of church activity in Spain. bo the 

rivaJii.es of the c ur h rought this unfortunate spectacle o a close. 'here's a 

small Latin text which was drawn up by the Lominicians t o tell -v, hat h pp ne n 

this story. In that text it's written that ~chmanides fled town that day, 

to escape with his li e in the rath of the king. The victory had gone to 

The text i not an accurate one for we know+bat the follo ring aturday the king 

and appeared in the ntral Synagogue i Barcelona. preachPd 

to th J q s on w they should a 1 become go 0d catholics. That he king rose up 

to say ·hat a ine speech had just presented and that rachmanides rose 

to ~·ve the fjna enediction and to tell the people that he had not been bested 

in the comba · , that he had not agreed that Christ was the messiah, that he had 

remained true to his faitho Fortunately he spoke in Hebrew and not in , 

and so he escaped with his life. But it is clear that he hllJ.d not run away from his 

responsibility. but that's not the end of our story. Two years later, Nachmanides 

• 
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publishea a memoir in which he told the events of these f Jur days. He was immediat ly 

haule before a court by the Dominicians who accused him of having blasphemed Jess 

and Mary and the Church and th Dominicians and everybody else, in his memoirs. 

achmanides' defense was this. He had said in the memoir nothing that he had not 

spoken in open court and that he had been ordered to 11rite this memoir byte bishop 

of , again an indication that the local clergy were determined not to allow 

the Dominicians to go up and down the breadth of Sain themselves on a 

grPat victory which had in fact not been the victory and certainly not the great 

and total victory which they assumed. The ling ordered Nachmanides toe exiled 

for two yertrs. He ordered that a ~ copies of the book, ~he memoir, be turned. The 

Dominicians weren't satisfied and the Dominicians a ~pealed the decision, ad the 

king who y this time had his fill of clerigs, generally, recinded the entire 

sentence - ... achn.anides was al lowed to go free and apparentl, , not all the bo 0ks were 

burned because we still have Nachmanides record of this tri.al. The story doesn't 

end here. The Dominicians were unhappy and t'ey appealed to Rome. The Pope, 

Clement IV sent a papal bull , appropriately sealed and inwcribed in Latin which 

to the effect that King Janes h~d incurred papal displeasure (a) because he continued 

to sponsor Jews in official position (b) because he tolerated blasphercy in his 

kingdom and (c) specifically because Nachmanides had --iot been punished. i ow we 

do not know the results of this papal bull. We do know that within a year of its 

having been received in Spain, the seventy-two year old Nachmanides had left 

Sp~in and was to be found in the Holy Land. Had he been exiled, had he gone 

voluntarily into exile to spare his community from further religious pressure, we 

do not know. But sure it is, that Nachmanides' long lonely road into exile resaved 

the long lonely road which was to be the Jews during the middle ages. Indeed it 

was seen b•i Jewish historians even then to be prophetic of a six hundred year night­

mare. The turn in the road had been met. Although James could 1[)Q]f:,r soothe his 

Jews, could tell them that thpy were still ih business, that no extra 

taxes had been put on them, that no one was forcing their conversion. It was 

dlear that the Jews could not count on the king to protect their citizenship. 



19 

Beware oft e ruling power. Eeware of princes. It's an age old truei m among our 
t 

people. It was clear and when conditions of state were such that the enforced 

exile of the Jew could be ordered, that the Jew could be ordered out of public 

office, the Jew could be ordered out of the crafts, the Jew could be striYEd of 

his ownership of land, the Jew could be stripped from his right to farm that the 

Jew could be forced into certain marginal economic professions, money lending, 

, banking and finally that a being his, he c0uld be forced to 

follow Nachmanides into the long, long exile. Nachmanides left Spain in twelve 

hundred and sixty-seven. His fellow Jews left Spain in thirteen hundred ninety-

two and in fourteen-nine:jy--two. Tens and hundreds of thousands followed him on 

that lonely road. So this disputation in Barcelona, though itself not of monumental 

historical importance became the symbol, an end of an era, an end of six hundred 

years of constructive civilized Jewish life in Arab and Christian S-a in. It came 

to be the symbol of medieval midnight - that dark, dismal, bloody space in time 

in which our people suffered so much. 

So we end, as we ~egan, as we must always leave, a bull fight sickened by the 

blood and the purposelessness of it all hoping that there may be some day, in which 

mankind will find his pleasure in life and not in death - in human relations, and not 

in human bitterness. 



( 

They tell me that a bull fight is a grand and glorious 
fl'U4' Y'v\ ~ • r\- N"H V' v,.) <. 

spectacle. !"confess that I lack the stomach for it,A Deatn is t o 
&.~\d,. \ d.e I 

routine a fact to be made into a spe?tacle. ~~rie bull has 
'r\5 l n j\J O ~"~~c""t\ I 

no chance. The matador may be in danger, but gore or not, the bull 

is slaugh~er~d. b I 
5 e. ...,. ~ o_-,_ t1 u,~ ,-... ~ ,, ~E , ,,-.(y 

Like every ~a, ~ tale is • shabby ~ but it:=:s 
__ \ ~ .._ • l Va. ~ t \ \ ( ~o S 

romantically set in Spain GR +.lus Costa De ~ol, in sunny Barcelona,-
• ~:t,4. w- -~,~tttc" •"->~ l , ~v-ou~ 
az a• od I &"" 11~ -

in the" audience chambe of the Royal Palace. Its a typically Spanish, -;-c 1 

story in that it has the emotional texture of a bull fight, _onl~ here 
~ 

the bull is a man. Historians hmLlabeleq our spectacle "The Dis-
A ,~ v ,OV\ t a u..')o 

putati on of Barcelona."A A colorless title, rather, one that con-

jures an image of two men pricking each other's arguments with what­

ever debating skill they possess. Disputation implies a certain 
~ 

equality.- two knights entering the lists with similar weapons and 

armor. At Barcelona, in the year 1263 Anno Domine, there was no 

such parity. True
1 

a learned rabbi an:i a learned monk debated matters 

of faith. Each could be presum~~r,~~i;etlnt, but this was not one of 
" 

those currently popular dialogues where exhudes virtue and good will -

the rabbi was here for one reason only - his most Catholic Majesty, 

James I. Aragon, had comnanded it. Today• s Ecumenical spirit lay 
# 

700 years in the future. li.Jit -w;ae thOla my g; ce±;y about •tt••J. time. 
O,Stt.. A., 1l-4-l.- ~~l~ l/., " '"' l ~ ( :..;N)~ 

This corrida was contrived to the aliuazrtage of the matador, a zealous 
/\. 

--- -
black robed monk -- a Mendicanf friar of the Dominican Order. 'J..lhe grou!'!! 

,~ .. 
rules ljmj t • - answer, •ailr..questions pu~ to hi1114-~ ~ - u 

-----aw 



- 2 -

There is a sporting streak in the Spanish character. The bull 

was brought into the ring, but he was not drugged. The Rabbi's testi­

mony was unlike that so often offered during the Comnunist p~ges when 

a weary and confused defendant confesses and recants. Later, the in-
', .;. ~ 

quisition would develop ~•1&e ceremonial confessions and make them a 

feature of the auto-da-f e, but in 1263 the papal inquisition was still 

relatively new at: tt I wePk. It had been authorized only a quarter 

century before, an:l . in fact, was not in evidence here. The inquisi-, 
;.'~ 

tion could deal only with believers who had fallen away. Here - the 

obgect of church stlicitude was a Jew. So the bull was free to toss 
\ ,i-•. ~~ t" 'l E« - () 7 o 

his horns as be st he could but he maat, remember that he was the bull 

an:l not the matador. He could charge at the cape but not himself 

make a pass. The rabbi could draw upon his wisdom and make careful 

answe1j but not question. He could defend Judaism_,. but not challenge 

Christi anity. He could elaborate his answers
1 

but not change the 

subject. All of Spain was eager t o see how skillfully the monk -

~ matador would ,.~. :-no ~ rabbi before ht'1mpaled i,Q;~:- on ~ie 
tr 

' t~r•-•1•2•·--· sword. 



/It Pc "''Wt p s .»e top matador re1ui12es a bull which wi ll test his mettle. 
O,....oie., t 

For this disputati on tAe prize specimen was Mte-, Bonastrug 

da Porta, better known to history as Nachmanides. Sixty-nine 

years of age at the time of this agony, Nachmanides was the 

dean and most revered of Spain's rabbinic scho~~ Nach.manides' 

name, I am afraid,~ --most of li!) lies buried among the bric-a­

brac of forgotten things. He deserves a better fate. He was one 

of the most decent, gentle and wise of the generations. A child 

prodigy, he had produced a respectable Talmudic work before he was 

16. A steady m~n he produced his classic commentary on the Torah 
'7C 

in his 701 s. For most of his 76 years ( 1194-12J}), Nachmanides 

earned his bread as a physician, his fame as a scholar, and rev­

erence by his decency and deep piety. Many rabbis of the age were 
-,w-.~ 

scholars and jurists. Few undertook to preach am to encourage. 
,'\ 

Nachmanides preached. Nachmanides wrote some of the most beautiful 

poetry still used by the Sephardim in their warship. 

Nachmanides was, by predelection, a mystic. His hopes 

and heart soared beyond the world/ upward. Devotions aside, he was 

Ye1y much a part of his world arxi very much the religious leader 

of his day. 

The impressario who brought Nachmanides to this bull 
K ~~,~ 

ring, the Sul Hur01111 of the day, was ~ year old veteran of the 

religious wars, Raymond de Penna.forte. Raymond was a man of un­

usual strength and conviction. He lived to be 99 and aa 11 s ••iJ.l 
vtA £.,.t 't~• 

at 99 q indefatigable soldier of Christ. Raymond was a Monk, but 

" 



-
not an ordinary one. He had been the Master General of the Po ~ tl Jc. 

Jr ge Dominican Order. 

of the Arg~nese king. 

He was at this t:ime the father confessor 
,1"' (Stlt'I',.- / 

He was a Prince of the Church . 
~ 

We think of monks as pious me 1 at prayer or as simple 

men in the fields but these were feudal times an::i these monks were 

feudal monks. The Dominicans were a relatively new order which 
~ l+JO 

had come into being to whip heresy to speed the church missions. 
. I\ 

They did this with zeal. So much so that they came to be known 

among their fellow Christians by the non-flattering title of 
, N 

Domini~, the hunting dogs of the Lord. 

The Dominicans had charge of the newly formed papal 

inquisition. One of Raymond I s significant achievements had been 

the introduction of the inquisition into Spain. Directly responsible 

to Rome, they were often at loggerheads with bishops and cardinals 

who terned to be far more patient and, in any case, did not like /l~M/'• 

meddling. Indeed, I shall try to show that this disgraceful spec-
U/i ~ tacle seems to have been ru 1d by Raymond as a spectacular show 

JktU.. ~,.1 
case to display the spiritual l of Mle Dominicans and to justify 

their authority over other elements within the Church. "Here• s 

:the way we do it ••. 'lHere' s the way we bring the blind, obstinate 

Jews to heel •.. Without our special skills you ordinary clerics 
ll 

can• t begin to do ""'ftW-. work" . 
~~ 

Dominicans -play a roajorf7?.t:e 111 a histery aod, in-

deod, i a much s\11iaequeQt Je~sh ,jis!:5>!:¥--• The Dominicans ordered _§Jt 

this corrida and they provided from among their number, the mat­
--;~"' 

ador. A word about these black robed monks - The 13th century was 

" 



~ 

theu- century,- the age of the militant church, of popes who imagined 

themselves Caesars. The Dominicans were the _messengers, mi.s~ionaries 

oP 
and military.,. Of these ambitious men.Dominic had created the order 

b lo• t ',1.i [ • 
to combat heresy during the Albigensian f I ad.. Southern France 

had been rife with strange theologies and full of criticism of the 

pomp and worldliness of Rome. The popes organized a crusade against 
C..AH\~ TO OA ~ (O,t._c) '$' M ' 

these folk and the nobles who sheltered them. Norman princes,( RI e ~ ,,.,...-

happy to dispossess the Southern nobility and take over their land. 

The Dominicans went in to be sure that the fires of non-orthodox 

belief had been extinguished. The inquisition was their tool, preach-

ing their technique. Once the work in France seemed in hand, the 

Dominicans turned their attention to Spain. 

These years were the years of grand military advance by 

the Catholic kings of Spain agai nst the Moors. Between 1235 and 

125£), Valencia, Sevi lle, Cordova am Majorca f ell into Christian 

hands. There was concern for the souls of the Muslims left behind 
I 

by thel~departing troops. 



~~-" 
J... Many oi ii e scbldiers of Christ were attracted to the high civi-

lizat,ion an:i the rich luxury of the Arabic world. There was 
, IV ~f t>r I r/ 

much need, of the missionary and of the censor a.nd of the heresy 
fl 

hunter - in brief of the Dominican. Raymond was among the most 

energetic and one of the most skillful. It was he who taught 

the Dominicans to be skillful debators. Moslems and Jews had been 

weaned on Greek philosophy. They were accustomed to considerl'~n ~ ,,':: 
.z ~J>G-

Christiani ty a 1-1 and semi-civilized culture. Many of the 
1..._..l f"-ErPU(.~ itl'O 

missionary monks were su:.zr•liri1•2±1 - w:_ich only proved the point. 

The first monks were more zealous than able
1 

and were easily routed. · 

Raymond understood that until his own monks were trained in this 

Arabic civilizat i on, there could be l i ttle success. He established 

a chain of seminaries where priests were taught Arabic and Hebrew. 

It was a good idea but it di.d not .. !,I'o~~e the exoected results~ 

Moslems proved as deaf to Arabic conversion sermons as to those in 

Latin. But in these schools any number of the important and classic 
,.,,.. ... 

texts were translated and bec .. e again a part of..- Western civiliza-

tion. It is one of the interesting sidelights of history that the 

Greek philosophies am the Roman literature came to France and England 

thrice translated, from Greek to Syriac and from Syriac into Arabic 

were expelled, the Church gave up on thei r souls~ 
._ n ,_ 

71Cs.:; 
The Jews remained. They had not chosen sides in this 

Tl.JC LC D 
Catholic Moslem war. The Church was.- eager for Jewish souls. 



The disputation of Barcelona was designed by these 

Dominican academies to show off what they believed to be a 

revolutionary tecr.nique in the missionary field. Before this time 

appeal to Jews had been based, largely, on so called proof, from 
~tF ~\. .. , ttt,tt 

Bibiical prophecy. .. ran something like this: 



The Bible is true, isn't it? 
\ \/A'I 

we c..&.. 'tl~--The Bible says ~ ii 111 11 t "' 

"There a shoot shall go forth from a seed of' Jesse"and again, 

out of' Thee shall come one 

"A Virgin vb.all conceive and bear a child" and again, "By Thou Bethlehem, 
O,,r I 

•••a unto• that is to be ruler of Isreal." 
Ou "T , ~,._,_.t - .DIC .la 

Well then, if' the Bible " says so.,it must be true and it all came to pass-d.,JA/7" it . 
~ 

with Jesus. 

Jew, how can you not believe this? 
ft ,,-12..,. c.~ 

This advertising ~a po#fJD is as old as the New Testament itself. 
t b,~ .... ~,.c. v 

'!he Gospei, rewrite Jeaus,,1 to make it confonn to Biblical prophecy. 

>• Jesus was born in Nazareth. Mark, the earliest Gospel, tells us bict •. 
- ~CJ~ I 

4ffl! ILater Gospels plac~his birth in Bethlehem wae•e Micah had prophesized , ... 
"But Thou Bethlehem, Out of Thee shall one come :f'u1iks1 unto me that is to 

/'t 

be ruler of Isreal." 
tJ r , 

Th@ae sbnlJc,i@6 
h Cl '1' I~ '1J 

YOJJ]d cert:81 P}if bexe hea en 
that ~ 

l,J O'-' r\.. 
each point 

had been raised so often - even the simplest knew how to answer. Ttn 
~ 

\' .,, \l l' 
Virgin was a mis-translation. The shoot of Jesse referred to Zerubabel, 

and on the matter of Bethlehem
1
the New Testament contradicts itself. 

By the 13th century the so-called Biblical pitch had very little consumer 

appeal. Raymond and his disciples recognized this and they devised 

what must be seen as a new advertising cam~gn. The dissertation at .-
I 

Barcelona was, in fact, the unveiling of this campaign to the agenc"'s 
Rf Pt, ~ e • I •-r-: q \J-r" 0 , 

clients. The new sales ,,••• uaa eeeert1 &Jr $1 'fl at • 1 a, r 1 i 

prove Christianity from rabbinic,,rather than from BiblicaJ- materials. 
16'.tJ ~ D•wC? ..... 

How e:>uld tAllf i1 ii tut W shall exarn:I ne their campaign as we exand ne 
~ -Jk ~ "'6) ,> k 

theat disputation, but eaaentiall,1' wllat taay did was to ransack the far 

corners of the rabbinic heritage to find phrases and suggestions which 
• 

l-FT'" ~ .- 'LLCJ t'ir'lA~ ~no,,.. ,ri 
seemed to conform with Christian doctrine. We s:a t 111.o the account 

""/ 
a monk -Ml the name of Raymond 

A11,C,cl'la ,.. , 
~•cut1p~: •• Isa this 

~M&J/11) 
Martinez. ~ ■1ck learned Hebrew probabq troa converted Jen and 



(.U U-1 ._/«. 
he spent a lifetime CM'l6■8 •••>•metaphors and 

IL1..u,-rr>~ , • .,.., 
baa 1•1■s11Jae which 

fit his ?J,rPOse/ Godd bless us, we are a bookish people, but we are also a 

squirrel people. We keep everything. Every sYJUlfogue had a close-t;, chock 
TL--.u w ,--s A. 

full of books and pamphlets, you name it. 'lheee roo_. ¼Ula called ~nezeh. 

If a man wrote a good book and it became tat•ered, it was kept. If he had 

a poor book and it slowly disintegrated, he kept it. We kept everything. 



'"' ' You may have read ""'1.8.st weeks Saturday Review of the discovery b ._ A 

f , M ,r by Professor DAvidson who has been rummaging in the Genizah of the Cairo 

Synanogue. Ih • JI t Dltl!Cl ass& JI JS&& 10 Prom these medieval relics <. 
A\.I ~ 

he has been at1at to put togethe._,. a book of charms and incantations which 

tell you exactly how to win at the races and how to foil the bill collector ... ,. 

en ime I CH UJ •· a I I &a to take water seven times from the seventh 
..-A , ~.-w, r.a, N'r,-

well.t. totally us.eless book obviously, but it was kep After all, c:aa. dC"'ftll 't 
"1t n"' :;t ---- -= , ==-
,. ~11{ rf&s tn the Ml r J. What I'm saying is this: You will find 

all manner of brilliant insight and law in our medieval literature and 
Yau w,'-,'\.. f t" ' 

you w111 also find tfUack remed.1 es and old w1 vea tales wll.l 10 ens broadly 
'A 

accepted and y.ia J?J fdrd responsible doctrine and you will find flamboyant 
• INI, lfO 

I Ni f'i rt y ~ . Judaism has never q&li It 1 11 that its books confonn in 

matters of doctrine. Raymond Martinez traded on this squirrel instinct. 

He spent his days looking hither and yon for sentences and teachings which 
t ~ Att'r'N I .rT- J a AJ I',- ,t,.~ I 114 I. " 

if given a literal reading and sees■t as doctrinal, might aeem to indicate 
A 

that Judaism accepted many of the atti t udes of Christianity. The fruit 

of Raymond's life were two reference works soberly titled "Capistrum Judaeorem" 

(A muzzle for the Jews) and "Pugio Fidei Adversus Mauros et Judiaeo" (The 

Dagger of Faith Against The Jew). ~ the way , you can still findthis material 

cited by those who make a living in the so-called Hebrew-Christian missions] 

'!be new approach went something like this: 

"You believe in the Talmud, don't you?" 

The simple Jew would answer, "of course." 

"Well then, listen to your own book. Let me q:uote you ~ chapter 

and verse." 

"A man was plowing when his cow began lowing. An Arab passed by and said, 

"Jew, untie the cow, untie your plow, for the temple has been destroyed." 

The man untied hi cow an4 his plow and the cow lowed agai'l. lbe Arab 

said to the man, "Tie up your cow, tie Q your plow, tor your Meaaiab baa been 

born. " J ,. ~*•mmaitt you know your own aaor boob and writingat" ~~noi 

)pp, taught that th 



S'11ttt!"/c, 

"You lmow who the Messiah is - - the Christ." 
~ 

Repeat such 
Ii 15 ,, ;, , 

1 £7>- proofs often enough and simple folk, began to shake 

their heads, "There must be something to it." ,c.-.....-f - - ,., 

The Missionary has his hooks well set. 

What's wrong with the argument? 

Fl'i\ ~l\ CJ ~ 
(.._!-JFlrst off,~ sto~ do not appear in Talmud but in the Mid:QOsh 

, ,,, Ma-t..E ,,.."',.,.., N O (t:;~"' b - •l"~>·t1M1• ,, E'-Htf-' 
and the Midl'tsh is Be:Wrlt•e ■e1 s ••rn a collection of sermon-, 7 ideas ,ll;N c:, 

1'ar Cb · 
Interesting, but ueve± bcl:icoed doctrinal. Moreover, the story has a 

conclusion which the Missionary does not quote.After the Arabi has said, 

"Retie your cow, your Messiah has been born," the Jew says, "What is 

his name?" The Arab then answers, "his name is Comforter." The jew 

asks, "What is his father's name?" The Arab answers, "Hezekiah." 
7k 

Whatever messianic fancy ~ teller of tbf s tale6 had in mind, he was 

not referring to ~esus the son of -!gj;-!?P nor to the Christ born 
wA.) I « 

immaculately. reover, the storylh told by some .,.. .. _.e as a bit • 
V, t ~~ 

of folklore• illustratel-~ contention of a 122-•n teacher~ ( /f z t'i' ~ ~ - ,-

- ~,> ,-r the Messiah's role i~essentially that of comforter, he ir the man 
4

~ " ~ 

who salves Isreal 1s wound~t tu~ out as we examine the text further C -~· ·==::;..-

' w o \.._ " r I\... that i$ is an elaboration of a line from the book of lamentations. ,Because the 
/\...._ .. 

Comforter is far from me even he that should refresh my soul. Some speaker 
I 

way back then was suggesting that the tear-filled passages of Iamentation hlli 

\~~ NI ~N~ •~ow• ~\. rt f./J 
wbl It f!Jf despair only of a ~eneration which had seen • temple destroyed, but 

~1\J.: 7~ C, 6W\ ... 
the despair of his genertion which suffered much and ;round ae •sat •• the 

Messiah, long-delayed. 
&-f (1A-tl 0. I ~ ~ 0 t 0'-lt. 0 ea I> 1 ~ 

I can't believe that aa■e Persian preeab~r ,., 11■ 1 ti r:Irr]r sffneti ve 
(' n. s(J..1)1J.J ~ rr ~A£ f'l't _T",tvc.A•l'-f 4i "' 

w-ibh this 1 : 1 z rtntf Fl some 1500 years ago" Perhaps he was. L The M:l.d.dsh 
hl.\ 0 fJ ,-l ~ a • ' 

gives us on~~ topic and • illustration ani I• his argument , , t A ts 
t ,~ 

a difficult piece, fanciful, and obviously ready-made for those who trap 

tor men's souls/ 
1 

Even &El I prize our reverence tor ti Booig-[ must ':; 

that historically we would have been better off if we had learned to . 
-,-p \ -C-t..C-~ 

clean out oow~:...,11i::llC:C=•J5iiiisilli1t:::11■211aobhelve■ wnce in a while. 



\ 

iJ,~ 
,n , t-' <> (. Flf'I ,. '( r - T1'e 

meet the bill ri •1 u l ;aa1111rio let me introduce i"tic either august 
M'.tifft• I\ person in the Il Magnifico, the :run-loving, hot-blooded, much-married 

all-conctuering king of Aragon, Jaaes the First. James the First was a 

hot-blooded man who~ come to the throne at the age of five and who had 
~u<, ' ~ "" b l -~ _go~ r·sb re thwart, all challeng.-,, for a half century~ 

against the ?tbors. 

Known as the 

His court was 
,~5 

Conqueror, --ne had had great success 

rich, and gay with that desparate joy-seeking that comes to men who 
,.r, 

spend one-half their time in battle. Jews were not unknown tfl"' Jame's 
-,\-:~/.? t' 

court and some indee.d had privilageA placew. More than once this / I r 
Catholic king had been reprimanded by Rome for his use of Jews as 

ambassadors, translators and court officials. The Spanish kings of 

the 13th century had need of Jews. Beneath the warrier class there 
' 

was only aemfrjliterate peasantry. The Jews were needed as craftsmen, 
I 

as scribes, ina:=J!o» el 1 OMEV: _of 
Ji '-- \- ~ 

civil se~e undertaking, eaperfr¼ly 
:.:> t\l '<- ~ n t a, ... , p \I---< 1 J... -> 

needed bc:e,,,ee et' 'bhe 1-bors, ~ bed bec~~lled. At times James 

had even advertiaed for ioore Jews to come and settle the recently 

conquered and depopulated lands.. Fritz Baer, our best historian of 
l 

,q n ' ,~ f l v- ~ - .. \• • t \ ) , , , <J \I\ 
our age, bas said this tee tbs lews. 

James the First maintained-eontaets with Jews of- many-walks an4-

counted among his friends not only financiers and other officials, _but 

also physicians and so saintly a personality as Nachmanides. Here is a 
- ------------------· -

quixotic turn or·· attairs, our Cesar is a good friend of the bull. Why 

should such a man who knew Jews nni. ycsi ••em and was friendly with them 

and even advertiz,ed for more, why should such a man order the revered 
.f+-. '-.' u :: L rtl-)<:., (. 

leader of these people into such a& &1t111 1118 1Js1e? There is a line in 
s., ~ f'H-1'.., ' ~ <4 a. t'\ . ..., 

the book ot Jtr<,verbs which presidential advisors and B:IIIID&i ii, aj£Zii5iiag~s I 

forget,to their peril - ''My Son, Fear then the lord and The King and 

Meddle Bot with them that are given to change." .Qn11 aaoa 'benaved 

the11&flve1 )I b e ra■Jliil&lld•'ea. There are always tue■tions of 
w~l<~t\ pn - ., n.\ oi .. s~(r 

11t polic~ For hie day, James was a toi ■IJ■nt sn4 humane man, but he 
an 

vu alao a Catholic king in the century o!J_all powerful militant church. 

I also a Catholic king whose and.ea were being coutantl.1' repleniahed 



-~ · •, .. . t> 11-<' 6~ 
by soldiers ~ the pope. The re-conquest of Spain from Heers had been 

~cJ 
declared a crusade. The church 

I 

\ .,~ (J t.~nv ,-.1~'n 

m111tant -~a<i-rsrne1rnd to segregate and debase 

the Jew. The Iateran Council o~ 1215 had ordered the Jew badge1'frohibited~ 

Christians from using Jewish physicians and Jews from ·using Christian maids 

and nurses ,and had ordered CPtholic kings to remove all Jews from public 
J 

,,..._ l>IS,<.c t e \ 'li>\'...6~ ?l-..: .. ~ 
officew. Ceraa~, James blandly dis 11i6:sed ·bheee rules that did not 

/.-tr' ~• J' titfP· ~ 
suit his purpose, but he had to promulgate them as the law of his land 

" t3 l~j. 

e~:f 1tftft)" 577Pa t eaato11eed. His need for Jewish skills became less 

"~ desparate as his reign wore on mRi Christian craftsmen followed the 
I 

~ t1,,;,:: r,lt-' . ) 

Crusaders over the ~s. These Christian leaders brought with them the 

usual number of anti-semitic charges which have been used so successfully 
V f'l .:" P- ~ '- t h f - j- , , ( ( ~ 

o:a-a llte - ::::Etges to displace our people. In 1241 James began to require 
I\ 

ce11 in business oaths of Jews which were written in a deliberately 

provacative l.anguaae. In 1250 Christian trades people in Saragossa 

left the charge of blood libel. 
A <..A,~ ..... '°''- , 

Now, James was not about to abandon the Jews, but ~ was not a 
~- Ira · , /' ' 

metter of friendship, it,; aaa a Aer of dollars and cents. The Jews 

belonged -~o the crown, the king alone had the power to taJ:i~eir profits 

were ultimately his. But James could not be deaf to the growing economic 
°\h~ 

rivalry and growing insistence of the church. 
O F F- Q l ( 

a sacrificial lamb he was prepared to i-, f Jsak paiee. 

If the church wanted 
I 

Nacbmanides discomf'orture 

would not cost him a cent/ and it might divert the church and the mob from 

other demands. James did not initiate the disputation, this was the work of 

the Dominicans. James probably saw their request as a relatively harml.ess 

one. The spectacle would be a safety valve against further protest. Furthermore, 
/...fl. (.o .Oc> \;If ttJ ~; 1 }-.~ 

he caref'ull.y wor--ked n 1d tb1 n the church llm:l. ts ,., th1 r 1 «+1 oh he was prepared 

'""" ~ <.. ~ '1 ,,.. ~ ~ 1 l J. ( HJ ~ ·~ I\ ,:.\ '"' • 0 • i-Or.,. 1 

to go. Once~victory in the disputation had been made CJ.ear"- they could not ~ ., ,, 

iS J " . ..,-- t. \ call for the ez:f.le of the Jew .J.., they couldnitt insist that ,. all Jews wen not • 

baptizedlf a certain day tr.,. n:at leave the land.key cotl,dn~ insist that 

, . r 1...#! o t1.oe" " ,1C-11.1tea T -- ~ 
the Jew pay th~ a tax tor having i'e1:teil.='ied the disputation e was.., sa·rrar, 

" £.,. ... -:x.:~ 



prepared to issue orders vhich would facilitate the miss6on and censor functions 
- /_--- f~ ~ll.'L "'I\ 
of the Dominicans, and, indeed, within~ week of the end of this :pz:uha the 

j>,:, , -I'! b "-P-~ ,v., c 4 <. • 
Dominicans had g,!:Wed t,be authority to require lbs Jews to assemble in their 

synagogues i~m;qe:r to listen to conversionist sermons. Further, all sacred 
' 

books were to be censored so that any blasphenmus mention of Jesus or Mary 
•bl,'--4) II' 

was erased. -~~re reCJll1red to do t.b1s uea ·tbanreJvea... '8i finally ....__,...-

the 14th book of Ma i~c, ,Pf~' r..,_ Mishneh Torah was to be surrendered and A<. <..., P u .i 

burnt for it was believed to contain malicious and blasphemous reference to Jt..>u . 
,r 

.... . - -
h) f."'"r':. ' ,,,1 , e: --;- t_. 't(A (1" • • 

As an aside1to show you #what t.ld'a cszslabed, let me read to you 

the disturbing passage.f n ,u ,, /v\ •I"'- ~ 
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