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"What your Religious School is 

teaching your child about God" 

RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SIL VER 
will explore this subject and 
answer your questions 
at the 

FIRST SESSION OF THE 

ADUl T RElltl/008 SCHOOl 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 1967 
8:15 P. M. 
LUNTZ AUDITORIUM 

COFFEE HOUR 

Open to parents of children enro I led 
in The Temple Religious School 
and other interested members of 
the congregation. 

Chairman: Mrs. Sanford Bergman 442-9511 

Register (Name) _____________ _ 

for the first session of the Adult Religious School. 

I am interested in the fol lowing subiects for future sessions: 

Check here D if 
interested in car pool Phone No. _____ _ 
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Reel I 
No. 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

March 19, 1961 

RABBI DA.NIEL JEREMY SILVER 

WHAT I HAVE LEARNED FROM YOUR CHILDREN 

A Rabbi Listens 

#73 

Every week-day the last item on my appointment calendar is a teaching , 

hour. This hour with our Confirmation Class or with our pre-Confirmands is one 

of the most challenging and delightful of the day. It is my guarantee that no day 

will be one of unrelieved routii;e. I may find myself, by five o'clock, discussing 

with the class some intricacy of human beh~vior only to be brought up short by the 

statement of oee •- ltiril • 11] et s that the modern science of psycho-a.nalysis was 
l\fi G" IL A. 

founded by a Viennese physician by th~ name of Sigmund F~ud. Or I •ay ee discussi•• 
{tt. '(~ S ~NO ttc:,u(H..C 

ttH!ii libs~ of ~he Temple and ele56r1be to¼f.he- ~oufig peep] e. some.thi £! about ""'Ss1nagogue 

a,eaitieet-ttPe ORap te fi1~ -- when I ask on an examination to name me five b~ ••e 

symbols or objects which are common to all co1regations, t~mpe@B &1ie e,aa~•1r1es -

+ 
ci.e find one person listing these five: Ark, Torah, Eternal Light, Prayer oooks, "t"' c:> 

Dr. Silver. Examinations and class recitations are filled with spoonerisms ;::\nd 

mal8propisms 4nd often with unexpected truths. One of the young people trying to 

explain to me the commandment "Honor thy father and thy mother" wrote: "This 

means your p,qrents brought you into this world 4nd that they are raising you to 

the best of your ability". Another told me that the commandment "Thou shalt not 

commit adultery" means "Do riot do unto others as you would not have them do unto 

you". Still another told me that the Jewi~h concept of God was that God is One, 

the Creator of Man, that all men are brothers and therefore equal in religion, faith 

and greed. Stil l another told me that marriage occurred when two people were 

determined to share together a life-long bandage. 

I 

t 

r 
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But it is not essentially the humor of ~lass-room ~!trrtknx which makes it 

a gratifying experience to the Rabbi. Rather, the class forces you to ~e-think many 

of the points which have become conventional wisdom la•• sou. When I was at college 

I always wondered why the jenior professors delighted to teach Freshman courses. 

After ~11, the knowledge was the most elementary and surely it could ha ve been 

handled by a grsduate assistant, but now I think I know. Graduate students are 

trained, skilled and predictable. The under-graduate, who with a fresh mind is 

grasping and groping his way to some basic understanding of this discipline or that, 

wi 11 often put ~e values 8" t.h8rh ,a; ip:J ine together in unexpected combinations arrl 

his questions will force you to re-think positions which you have always held to 

be axiomatic 1.gi2.f79Ph 

T ._.... t,;J> d ~ Th ~ 
I tl:i sh 1t uas Einstein w.o, when h& tt&s p e pressed why he spent so much 

time LA - ldiig with the neighborhood children, explained: "My students are hobbl~d by 

their respect for me and by their knowledge of mathematics. My students absorb; 

these children ask". ~ "1t of this asking the teacher recognizes what must b e 
A-4"~ 

answered: the lacuna of his own knowledge~ new dimensions of a given position which 

rnust be ex;rn1ined and investigated. p~ Yc,ung people not only ask hut they tell. They 

reveal a great deal about themselves, their feelings, their hopes, their uncertainties. 

You and I, when we engage in discussion, often play a complex intellectual masquerade --
A-N t N7 N S. J f O " 

especially when we are dea.ling with such ,- subject as faith uk1ea ia !'lllt211 aJ.y 

piiv111al. We hide from others our true fe;;_ings, Qill.~._.~P-~:;°:~. IIHtlte, Q11~ ~ 
disbeliefs. 

J 
d1 SWlSS 

ile are afraid of seeming to be f oolishp 001r-s~:k-p(lll■SS:Zl:a1t::' :Zi:al·M~1~--•s:i1 so we 
b .., 't/ L L \J N 1"'-/ 

these ilflJJ@I on a •• iga loso-

plliealJ,- bat w:e wiJ l .,.,. t'tlt ei) 1 eoeetl- e1arctlN ill i.ae- cornrer,et 1 Qn. Not so the 

chi ldren. They lack our pretense. Their egos are not so i~1~'i~t111•■Jcr involved in 

their s11 ••• i11 learning• eoQrten tile children .-lfltl give us a much clearer per-
1\.~ 

spective on life we would otherwiee have, and it is out c,f their honeety that we 
, 
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recognize th9 needs of religious training and religious teaching and religious 

preaching today. For a child in class is honest above all else. 

I p~iz.e the little prayer that was handed in last fall by an eight-year-old. 

He wrote: "Dear God, thank you for all that you heve -~ Please make rny parents 

better people. They simply do not agree wit I want them to agree with rrLe. 

NI 
Please God, don't forget". N0w we woµM -voice our pra.yers ~ibtx & more poetic 

language. We would see to 

that our ~equests were, 

,,. 

~D t the philosophic niceties of prayer were obse~ed, 

so boldly and baldly made but I wonder if we would h~ve 

an equal amount or integrity and candor ( ) in our prayer, as did this 

young child. And out of their honesty with me -- an honesty which I prize, a 

relationship whtch I prize, came the subject that I want to discuss with you this 

; 

morningo 

Each year in our Confirmation Class, we spend a great deal of time discussing 

the essentials of faith -- God, prayer, belief. I explain as much as can be explained 

of the Jewish concept of God and prayer. I tell the young people how Moses was 

revolted by the gross sexuality and the morbidity of E:gyptian paganism; how the 

Jewish people came to the inspired vision of the One Universal God, the God of 

O'P 
synagogue any anthropomorphic 

realize that having only one God implies the brotherhood of all men, the essential 

identity of mankind; how they came to realize that God demands far more than ritual 

in worship -- cease to do evil, learn to do well. This is the heart, the core or 

religious commitment -- to walk humbly, love mercy, to walk with God. 

I tell the young people of some of the medieval philosophizing about God 

and his attributes -- what we can know about God, what forever remains unknown. I 

also find th'lt once I h.9.ve described iLOO defined am historically explained, much 

remains, tor I am a Rabbi, not an historian of religion. I am not concerned so much 



with what men once believed but what these child~en now believe. And so we snend a 

great deal of time in talkin~ over their ph;losnphies -- not as grand, n°' as ordered 

perhaps as those of Philo and Maimonodes and Spinoza, but nevertheless their own. 

Young people always remind me oE butterflies beginning to shake off the r 
aetrieii110 of l1.~ cocoon. 

"-'11.1~-.......u- -.:.r-- l( -f ._ 
They have brought with them about to the ... nd 

fourteenth ang fiftgoetb; a:a the God of the nursery -- Guardian Angel, Avenging <::.: 

Policeman, Doti . Generous Grand"'" This vision of God has begun to wear thin. 

a~d.fip2 )earoiAg, One child was even able to tell me the exact hour and day in which he 

7:00 P.M. It had to do with a telephone call. !Jcpf &hi gebttn~ atrslSlaxttt@ '!tury. 
_ _._t, __ _ 

This young boy was in Junior Hi~h School. He had a paper route aft.a..:lilllDIM-. 

He was also the captain of an intramural basketball team. This particular late fall day, 

~ for some reason or another, ;aie game in 
.....-..-_ ~ 

ay was re-scheduled from the 
f 

Gy■ to an after school hour. It was late in the day, the weather was bad and the 

young boy was unable to bribe or ,..- cajole any other j!¼h§Ster to carry the route for 

him• 10 'in his distress he turned to God and be prayed 1i1 Qr~: "Dear God, please let 

none of my customers complain to the Circulation Manager -- please God, I must play 

in this game -- please let me 
~~-" 

1115 duty this once" . .......Aat1{t 7 :00 P. M., the telephone 

rang and it was the Circulation M~nager; someone had complained and the child began to - -
lose faith. He lost faith, of course, because he believed in~ God w~e waa magician, 

"4,- '4.,J ~ .. , •• , •• .._ 
the an 1f all prayers, fetl a ll&ga pwejtat&J to• 1••• ■ rrsu. ♦n&T~ is 
~W-
imps t ,t that we teach the•• young pepple that this God of the nursery ls not the God 

of Judaism. Our God la one who brings evil aa well•• good; that we must be prepared 

to receive of God and have him take away f a; that we must be prepared to accept the 
~-~~ ,n crueltlea of life and lta lncongrultlea aa aaeh: •• we accept lta love and._. sunshine 

•• 

die ~ult world doea not 
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share the- nurse~. i~ of God whic~ they a~tbemselvee M!fft1pg. 

I asked a class of young people this year to set down for me as honestly as 

they could what they believed about God. I told them that I was not going to grade 

these papers. I asked them especially not to write down what they thou~ht I wanted to 

read. I'd like to share with you three of these paragraphs: 

"This grim world really scares me. Every once in a while I realize the cruelty 

and insensibility of it and that's when t begin to wonder. We can't just be here to 

disagree, fight and eventually blow ourselves to bits. There must be some purnose 

of reason behind us. That is when I think of ~od. This ideal is, in a meagure, a 

crutch to lean on. It gives me some hope for the future. t believe t have outgrown 

the "old man in the sky watching over me" type of feeling though I can't rellly describe 

what has replaced it. Sometimes I can't really accept ~od, sacrilegious as it may seem, 

but I might as well be honest about it -- probably because the abstract concept:bmx 

is over my head. When I look around and see the hatred and ugliness, I don't understand 

how God could allow it. The closest I can come,from my experience, is conscience as that 

part of us which is created in God's image." 

A9!1Panother: "I'm really not sure what I believe about God. I think that 

there must be something -- something larger, better than that. It is within each 

person helping to draw the line between what is right and what is wrong. I cannot admit 

to myself that there is a Supreme Being Whom we call God. I would like to believe this. 

I want to believe that wh•n I do something wrong it is all pre-destined and that there 

is nothing I can do about it but I can•t. However, there must be something beigger than 

science-• guiding light, love, fear in all things. This I do believe. I cannot 

simply state there llvee a God because I ju~t don't know. I don't really fell qualified 

to give an honest opinion. 

• 
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And again: "I h :~ve not yet developed any definite ideas about God and I 

probably won't for a Ion~ time. I feel there is some reason and some kind of logiv in 

life and why men live, hut I am not sayin~ it i~ ~od yet. To me God is a concept which 

is simply accepted by many -- by those who actually study it and then accept it. I feel 

it is accepted only after accepting certain things on faith. I am not ready to say that 

one divine somethin~ created the earth and controls everythin~ in it. There is too much 

to make this unbelievable -- such as the fact that if God doesn't like blood-shed, w~y 

war? If God wants peace, why battle? If God wants unity among men, why segregation? 

I feel that man as a society is much too complex to push off on someth ing man doesn't 

even comprehend. I furthermore think that with advancement will come a totally new 

idea as to what controls us -- arm idea which will be able to be expressed in mathe

matical symbols. I also be l ieve that too many people have looked for an easy out to 

the whole question of life and death and origin and end and have simply attached the 

tag of "God" to it all. Something much more complex , in my opinion, is the answer." 

a.-
Now I prize these papers. I prize them because they reveal J:f) Lr capacity 

for conceptual thinkinR and for self-analysis which i~ rare even in the adult. Rememher 

these are fouteen-year-olds, not collegi~es. Wh~t a tragedy that 00% seheol system 

feeds intellectual pablum to minds such as these w sic 

' i. ~> c~t I prize them even ~e-1'111•■A que 

t~y are symbol!j>represent a questing,a puzzling-out!' a graspin~ for, a. :retntt a of 

ba.f I G 1 sc;aae .pf I Ed 1 J) l 1 IPI , 

in search of values -- and that, 

They are minds in search -- in search of meanin~, 

~ 
after all, ts the t. - ~"" -......... ~~~ 

I do not know how men come to ~od -- ..._ men cnme to God tl:ararrq► tadl'"1dual 

ti- .. ~ ~ 
-- but I do know this, that only those aan who ask and who doubt, only t' a men 

unexpected c•••••1 of Jt{f,L:f;:. dtfftcul't"'/~ 1te conplex~•;i 
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v,/.k.,. ,.., "~ r 
its vagary,~'• uReertetnt)'. ye~ 1£1 purpps1IMZ•••a, the need of man to find meaning --

only such young people and ~uch adults "'iill come to faith. '!JJ.ii.tn the last analysis-~. 
the atheist and the theist, the disbeliever and the believer,are not .,.,.far apart. each 

sri rn!nds in search. The believer knows that he has moments of disbelief; the dis-

believer knows that he has moments of belief. Both~b;t;;i t ps•e and 
.,_ 

both are at war with thQRe 11ba ,ars •omplaisan w _ I ass who simply do not care enough 

to find ethical values i analyze the t!e that thay sq,e lcsdic:g, to be 

unhappy with the society in which they live, .who lack th ees,. «he di I••• ta, 

~i~m~p~e~t~u!!;S!,_~to2._r!:.!_i!\!l!!t !!!!!!b!!
1
!!!!!!9!' -- • lme•. These young people are people in search Ml'1 ~ are 

'""' a healthy antidote for the religionist who finds hi11Self so often today surrounded by 

people who have ceased searching. 

Rabbis and Ministers a .......... ~ xMie-6 ... • • We are surrounded 
; 

by the symbols of success. Thi~ is an era of relig·ous revival. Ro.Jl< of churches and 

synagogues are 2.zeJli~ at a rate faster than the popu l at i on. In a rare display of 

unanimity oi ea• I on, our country pPld• l •21elf '?!I J enrt ng brought God back into our 

pledge of allegiance and iql;Q b,ua:18 imprinted God ➔Uftaloy on our currency. Even in the 
I- ,-t,bJ 

iconoclastic campus, religious emphasis week!!....,RW today highlight; a, collegiate activtr, 

and neo-orthodox and existentialist theologians are packing them in. Not everyone 

understands them but everyone knows that they ought to be listened to. 

Now I do not decry any of this. It is far better for people to be exposed even 

occasionally to religious influence than not to be exposed at all. But as I look about 
~ .... Q,I ~ t'<.. ~ -

me at thgae uh• aw ■II a: syttagogG@i atd - 1• I a I ;g I find a rotarian spirit of sweet 
'1,-

a ~teeableness pt □ ■ tiftg. There is a euphoria. Corporationa are spending their stock-

holders• money to give us large bill-boards• 

vertisements ~n n•t1; n 1rn1••• urging us to go to church, t s. Everyone 

is 1•sreed. God is a good thi,jfaith ia good, it's American, it'• democratic, it'• I •y~ l 

And people come. ~t I do not 

jolnh,,~ey are conforming, 

that they are searching,:Lal lhe; 

but they are not joining and confirming. 

• 
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I think it was Tennyson who said: "There is more faith in honest 

doubt th ·1n in half your creeds." I prize this -• the uncertainty of young 

people -- because this is honest doubt. This is the aate'~ o'r'young people 

seeking to become adult, to heeremc:s 112.e. This is religious search. 

A young man who is in colleRe today came to visit the Temple several 

weeks ago. He spoke to me of an interest in the ministry. I asked him 

to read these pape~s. He read them with interest and then he came to me 

with several of the papers. He said: "How can you confirm these young 

people? Read this." He showed me this paper 'What is God!': 

"Now we are back to the age-old question, but to me, of course, it 

means something different. I have been brought up on respect for Him through 

prayer, all the many morals and standards in a religion which greatly affect 

my life. I believe in living a good moral life as taught by my religion 

and parents, but I think that reli~ion, not Go<l so much, seems to affect 

my 1 if e at present. To me ~od is an abstract word to -thorn we pray and about 

Whom I am not sur.e what I believe, since I haven't spent much time thinking 

about it unto now and I think I can wait before making any type of decislon. 

I believe in the moral codes as wonderful ways in leading a fine life and 

religion is a good teacher, as God to me is something apart. I plan to wait 

so that I can better understand myself before reaching any conclusions about 

Him." 

-& ~ 
This zealous yp1111 rs] f ■ta,nfet wanted to know how 111e could confirm such 

a child. I asked him what he t i-1 ou~ht the essence of religious ·elife was ••• 

of g IISIDQ &@St~h. He said a religionist is one who believes in God. I 

said: "Are you always certain of your religion-• have you never had any 

doubt and questions?" "Certainly, but I have come to ff1 faith''. I ■ aid: 



,. 
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"Were you certain as an adolescent-• always certain?" "No." "-le,..e you 

confirmed?" #Yes." "Is not this child aware of something which is essential 

in religious search? Do we hBve to understand ourselves and our world before 

we can begin to understand God?" "Yes." "Is not this then a religious paper 

of high order?" .:, as•"' 

~~e are never, in Jewish life, commanded to define God, to catechise 
\ 

God, but to search for God. Jewish life has always ba4 IR abbt¥;-t;;, aof 
~ ~ .......... ~ 

cr,ed,giQWM md Jaettl~~. We never ask ~he Confirmand to subscribe his 

signature to a complicated, theosopic definition of God and man. The convert 

jg.to ewx isl ,11 is not asked to pledge....-~ allegeiance to an elaborate litany 

of theology. It is enough that men search. If they search they will find, and 

if they do not find God they will certainly find values wot Cit} · Sf9'1fs; 

worthy of man. ,l pride "":self on the t,e"eat,-· ,e,f..._ ae-~ng- pepple. I pray 

the t a 11 of tts who - AYe1Uttitts·• ms, 

f \ nd meaning. pu.rpoee; 6mt;~~i un 
-----· ...... OOIJllll~'"°""lli~~--.......... --.... -

wh i ch God often obscures 

Himself, the univer.seN'w1, c11,·-,n-- ts oeauty, .its · majesty He so---ot,@n Teeeals 
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Requiem 
LIONEL DAVIDSON 

GoTTENU, Du, they used to say. 
He will help, they used to say. 
Perhaps they said it as they waited for the shower. 
Perhaps they believed it as they trembled in the shower. 
(It was only a jokey shower. 
They dirtied themselves in the shower. 
You dirtied yourself in the shower.) 

Open thou my lips and I will praise 
the loving mercy of thy ways. 

Who made the shower, Gottenu? 
Who n1ade the shower? 

It had happened of course many times before. 
It had happened to them plenty of tin1es before. 
But always it was possible for them before 
to exp1ain it: 
in terms of an act of faith, 
or one of your measured rebukes, 
or some kind of purgative pill. 

He doeth according to his will. (Selah) 
He doeth according to his will. 

What kind of an answer was that? (Selah) 
What kind of an answer was it? 

But this time it was different. 
This time nobody asked. 
(To nearly kill the lot, as a test, a rebuke, a pill 
or some similar incoherence connected with his will?) 
Who could ever believe it? 
Who could bring himself to believe it? 
Who could blaspheme so to believe it? 

Oh guard my tongue from evil 
and my lips from speaking guile. 

So most just stopped believing. 
Most just stopped. 

(Between me und Du, they'd had you 
but wouldn't say so. How could they say so? 
After creating you, the perfect Jew? 
No, they couldn't say so. 
But they knew. All the ones who 
thought about it really knew. 
Kept up observances and forms, perhaps; but knew. 

U1ith this thong to thee I bind me, 
I betroth me, yea I bind me. 

Of our bond, our vow, our due, 
tonight absolve us, Gottenu.) 

LIONEL DAVIDSON is the author of A Long Way to Shiloh, the current best
seller (a mystery novel about archaeology in Israel), The Night of Wenceslas 
and The Rose of Tibet. 

6 

And is it over, the entertain1nent of the ages, 
the perfect entertainment of the ages, 
that had so occupied the finest; 
is it over? One act at least. 
We couldn't sustain the fantasy 
of the invisible hero and his inaudible words 
and are left in saddest intermission. 

And now what shall we say io thee: 
And who can stand in place of thee: 

We can't go on with you now. 
Can't go on. 

(If you' re finished, we 1nust face it 
and we'll have to do without. 
We'll have to do without. We'll have to do. 
We couldn't live on in that way 
and we can't die here in this way 
and we don't yet know of ways excluding you. 
Having made you, we must make you, Gottenu. 

It was evening, it was morning 
and he saw that it was good. 

We must make anew the play now. 
Make anew.) 

We need a stand-in for the true one, for the alien unknown 
that has made what it has made as it has made. 
(The Milky Way and battery hens, 
the dinosaur, carcinogens.) 
No dialogue with that one-how with that? 
But we couldn't do without one so the Teacher drean1ed 

us Du 
and he made you in our in1age and he wrote the play 

for you. 
A tree of life to them that grasp it, 
endless life for them that grasp it. 

But you fluffed your lines and faded, 
oh you faded, Gottenu. 

So now we gather to atone 
for your transgressions with our own. 
(We made you.) 
And our vows shall not be vows. 
And our bonds shall not be bonds. 
And our oaths shall not be oaths. 
(We made you.) 
But our hopes shall be new hopes 
and our dreams shall be new drean1s 
and our lives shall be real lives. 
(We will make you.) 
So we think of you tonight 
as you were before this night, 
our perpetual delight, 
our first-born. 
We will dream you yet again, 
will conceive you yet again. 
But the earlier dream is dreamed now. 
Earlier bonds have been redeemed now. 
Soll er liegen in sein ruh. 
Requiescat in pace, Du. 
Shalom, Shalom, Gottenu. 



February, 1961 
Confirmation- girl 

The only thine; I know, is that there is a God. I am sure ot thia -
when I look around and see nll the things on earth, and when I look at 

the sky and the soa. To be truthful, though, I don't pray and I don't 

think I hnve the feeling about God that I should have. When I say that 

I don't pray, I don't moan not at all, I aean that I only pray about 

twice a month. There are some people that wouldn't Mias Sunday morning 

services tor all the money in the world. I'm just not that kind ot 

parson, I guess, because I'd rather sleep on Sunday ■orninge. 



February, 1961 
Contirmation - bc,y 

To me, Ood ia the unseen Creator of the Universe. It ia His vill 

whnt is right. and wrong. He has the power to create and destroy, to give 

and take avay. Every human being owes Him his reapeot. We should all be 

humble before Hill. 

!Jc attects me in my moral actions. When I teel like laughing at 

someone's errors I then think of haw 1 t would be if I vaa that person. 

When I eel like braggi'lg about something I did I remember I am nothing 

to what God has done. • When I start to boas someone around I remember ve 

should all be humble before God. 



---------

- ~-----------------------~--



-G~ ~.-a_, ----- ~ ~ a_ , 

• ~ , 

~_/4_./44,a_ (YU ~ 
~- F~ ? q /1/MJ~ 

J-_-t-~~~ 
--~~ct_ 

. °-4, ~ -~~ Jl ~ ~ 
, Jl ._....,~ -vru '_ ... ~, s ~ 

~ 

~ ~~ 
) , ... 

~a_~ 

~,~~ 'r 
?t, 0-,rv f , 

d9 ~- i o-rtJ ~ ~ ~ 
~J~~ 
I w PJdds /4_ ,vld .. 
-~ ~ -6~ • z-~ 

• ' I ~J \Vr 

a. 62 ~ a· __ ~_,I k-bk 
I 

r17 



\ I 



C> 



Truthism Freda Levenson 

Very Basic Idea-
To promote knowledge and abolish ignorance, thus solving 

a great deal of major problems. 

The triple route-
I. To live a decent, moral, 11fe 

a. use all knowledge to benefit mankind 
b. don't be superstitious 
c. don't lie, cheat, or steal 
d. don't murder 
e. be charitable 
f.be careful to never \,urt other people~ physically or 

with words 
II. TO Search for Truth~s 
III.To Study previously discovered truth~s 

Holy Books-
any book containing some truth 
1.e.-(Encyclopaedia Britannica, The Handbook of Physics 

and Chemistry, Hammonds World Atlas, etc.) 

Belief in a Devine Being, etc.-
Man is the most nearly-perfect form of life that we know 

of. Until proven otherwise, man should be regarded as a special 
being. As guardian of the world, he should try to make it a bet
ter place to live, using his superior mind. The religion Truthism 
discourages any beliefs in supernatural creatures, or spirits. 
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Confirmation - girl 

I don't actually believe anything about God or His existence. I'm not 

decided on whether there is a God or not. It reelly depends an the mood I'• 

in. I like to believe that there is a God, and that nothing can happen to 

change or destroy Him. I use the word, "Hi•", because moat ot the time when 

I believe that th~re ia a God, I visualize God as a "Him". I picture Him as 

being tall vi.th a vhite beard, a white covering OYer His head, and waring 

white robes. But, as I said, I don't always fully believe that there is a 

God. I can•t always understand why there would be so much pestilence, 

p0'ftrty and destruction in the world it there really was saneone watching 

OTer, which I believe He does. Why do sane people starve, while others haft · 

too much tor their own good? Why would some people have everything and 

others nothing at all? Why would God let these happenings fall on people it 

it isn•t due to their own peneraity? While I enjoy believing that God is 

guarding me and others, I find it hard to believe that He isll But, I 

suppose I shall go on believing, at most times, that there is a God, as so -
many people have in the past, because for e'Yery bad thing that happens, there 

ia usually an equivalent ot good. 
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February, 1961 

Contir11ation - boy 

I have not 7et developed any definite ideas about Ood and probabq von•t 

tor a long ti•. 

I feel there is acme reason and sane kind of logia in lite and vhy man 

11 we but I aa not saying it is God 79t. To me, God i■ a conoept which is 

simply accepted by many and by those vho aotually atudy it and then accept it, 

I feel it ia accepted only atter accepting certain things 011 faith. 

I'm not ready to say that one divine scnething created the earth and 

controls everything on it. There is too JIUCh to make tbia unbelievable, such 

as the tact that it God doesn't like bloodshed, why var? It God vant■ peace, 

vhy v.r( If God wants unity •~ men, ~ •e~egation etc.? 

I feel that ■an aa a society is much too complex to •push otP an 

scmething man doesn~t even canprehend, I turthennore think that with ad

vanoement will come a totally nev idea as to what controls UBJ an idea which 

vill be able to be expreaaed in mathematical symbol■• 

I also believe that too many people haw looked tor an e.uy out to the 

whole question of lite and death and origin and end and haw amply attached 

the tag •God" to it all. Something much more camplex, in rq opinian, ia the 

an8'118r to it all. 
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JLlid be a 

.Jar mlJ' ~ ~llilllll.-U' 

V m God ta; ~ ' ... 
the cen , ·., 

. . . . 
••. ·' . , ' 

. . ! ; .. . · . . : '. ~ • , . . . , • : ••• 

. . -... _.R~der·: .. • •• • < • ' 
.. ·. 

·JHe w~• our pi~e ~~ our ita1 .• , ··:.· : •• 

He walked with u1 beaide 1tlll watiri ... • •• 
.. I 

. . Re wa1 our help in a1ea put 
. ... . . \ . .. • . 

-· . • • 
# , ... 

Cboru1: - ,~ •• •rr 
4

• 

The lengthening 1hadow ·1rowa forml~ 

The lengtbenin1·- 1hadow srowa formle11 
.• . 
. .. . _. . 

Reader:' • .. _ '' • 

Now the day i1 over 
Night i• drawin1 nigh· . 

Shadow• of the evening 1t_eal acro11 the 1ky 

Chorus: · 

He is gone. He is stolen by darkne11 

He is gone, He is stolen. by clarkne11 

Reader: 

Now we must · wonder 
Wa■ He only our dream. 
A dream painted acro11 the sky? 

Chorus:, . 

And in the beginnin1 our fear created him 

And in the be1innin1 our fear created him 

Reader:. 

Did we ere.ate Him in our ima1e? . 

Did we 1urround Him with bo1t1 becau1e 

We were alone? ..... . 
. . ·. ..... 

Cboru1: · 

Our ima1ination1 re1cuecl u1 .f~~ th•-~••P 

Our lma1h1ation1 r11~uecl ~ fro1p ~• 41ip ... • : ·: _. • 

... . . .... , ,._ \ 

. , . ·. · . : · .Reader: . . .. ,_ ... __ ,. • ,., . 

Space ha• 1tret~bed l,eyond , Hbn. ·; ::• :. • 

It la ••rt cold ·here ·· • • • •• . :r··: .- ·, 

And from time there come■ no warmth •. 

Cboru1: 

The-univene i1 too va1t for him 

The univerae i• too va1t for him 

, 

'( } \ . ,' ' ; 

Beyond the 1tan, more ,tan 

Beyond the 1lde1, more 11de1 
Ab~v• our dr:e11111, , mo.-~ :~t~••· • • • 

· • Choru1: · • • 

Heaven is empty 
_Heaven is empty 

Rea~er: 

. . ' 

Only his footsteps remain 
Only stained gla11 and arched hope1 

Only wa■ted steeples and u1ele11 piety 
.. ~ ' .. : 

Cboru1: . ·:' ~ ,· - .. 

There is silence along the fore,t· pa~:. _. .. 

There la 1ilence along the_ forest ·p•tli. '..,-
Reader: • '· •• • -•• : ~':_.\ 

Why i1 there no da.wn T • • ••• 

Why do our dead ·only .die·? / · • •• : _ _. 

Why do our livin1 only livi? • • -·~ ·:,..:= 
• 

. • t •• •• ,. .. _ 1,. : • ·? 
Cboru1: • ·: :. •~ ~ . .-·: ... , .. 

Your God is Dead • •• ~- ~ • 

He died in the darkne• of your lmal•·-
He die.d because he 1r~w tll'fr_b". y~uf 

· dreams of 1alvat\on ;·. : ·, 1 'j,. \~.< 

He died because you h,l~ hi■ ~~ ~ot ,, 
tl1htly · · • • • • .. • • '~-

God l1 Deacl 
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