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_____ di to rial 
Features 

7016 EUCLID AVENUE • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44103 • 

Inc. 
December 11, 1967 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Parkway 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Attached is a copy of the script for the "On Location" 
radio progr~ which featured you or your organization. 

Inasmuch as we are able to repeat some of the better 
shows from time to time, we'd like to consider repeating 
this one. 

We realize times change ... but since the show is already 
recorded, we cannot alter the script, except to make a 
small cut if necessary. 

Please initial and return the enclosed postal card if 
the program is all right .to repeat as is. 

JFT/mm 

Sincerely, 

EDITORIAL FEATURES, INC. 

Jerome F. Turk 
President 

881-7822 
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ON LOCATION 

PHOGH /\M II_, ':' '{<) THE TEACHER AT THE TEMPLE 

/\NNCH: • And now ... The Illumi.nat:ln~ Compe.ny invites you to ... listen! 

Gii,Vl•;R: 'l~he rnbbi.nntc is fl atntcment of religious competence. In my family 

we lln. vr. hn<l rn bld. s l n almost ... ln n dire ct line for the la st six generations. 

N/\HH: Hnhbi non tel .. Jeremy Si.lver is a teAcher ... that's the meaning of his 

t.it.lr wl1i <·l1 ,Hnt.inri:u.lnhes him a.s nn expert in Jewish trndition. He is a 

rnbbi here A.i The Temple ... meaning thot he chooses to study the messages of 

the holy men of the past relating them to the problems of the present. His 

mi.[.;r. ion is 1.o nropa.r,ote the search for truth, ~- thirst for good judgment and 

the wi] 1 to do ,~ood. 

MU;. l r.: UP /\ND UNDEH ---------

J\NNCH: On I.oC'ntlon ... t.he sounds ond stories of a. greot city, its skillful 

peop]e nnd i.t.s significant events ... presented by ... The Illumineting Compe.ny. 

MUSIC: UP /\ND OUT 

N/\HH: /\ccordi.np; to the younp;, d.nrk-he.ired. rabbi, The Temple -- built in 1922 

by 11:i.s fflther here a.t the northwestern end of University Circle -- stimulates 

bot. ll pro.yer nnd thou~ht. Under the ByzAntine dome of the banked, 2 ,000-sea.t 

s nnctunry, Reform Jews come from miles around to Friday night Vesper Service, 

fi nbhn1.h worship and Sundoy serv1.ce. Stnndlng or,8itting ... in prayer, in song, 

i.n 11t.tcntlve silence, they face the pulpit in front of the flickering eternal 

l i ~111 .• the cnndle symbolizing the undying trnd.i tion of Israel, They worship 

hr.n,•nth the words of their tradi tlon written e.bove the curtain before the ark 
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cnnt.n i 11 I 111,; l.110 :rnrr-,•d r:r·rol le; of t.hr' fl ve hookn of Moses, co.lled the Torah. 

'l'lle wor-dn, wr1 LLC'n t.n ll~hrew, nre: "IIee.r, 0 Isrn.el, the Lord our God, The 

Lord in One." 

NJ\lU~: '11he f~lory of Israel is the official name of this 117-year old congre-

gntlon led by :Rnbbi Sl1ver. The Temple is the only synAgogue within the city. 

"We hclun,~ hPre bccnuae we coulrln't serve our ?,350 member families or the 

11r• i 1~llh"r l n,~ <'nmmun I t.,y ns well in any other locoti.on," SAYS Ra.bbi Silver of this, 

one of l.!H~ nn t.ion' s lnrgest Jew:lsh congregations. 

M(!tnhers of the con,~rcp;ntion and students from the University Circl<! area. 

of'L0n u~e the TcmpJe Llbrnry with its 15,000 volumes comprising one of the 

f i.nr.nt collections of English lnn,.~unp;e material relating to Jews and Judaism. 

Al 011,~t.d cle i L nre the Museum of Jewish Ri tuel Art and the new Abba Hillel Silver 

M0m,1r·l nl J\rr.h lvr.s contnining the works and recorded sermons of the internationally­

knnwn r,pi rl tual lender and scholar. 

Thin year, J ,J,oo children are enrolled ln the classes taught in the 44 class-

rooms hP.re. 

'J'f1 FH'h 1 n,<~ in t.hc clnssroom, from the pulpi.t., and. in print, Ra.bbl Daniel Jeremy 

~l i l v0 r lln n r.crved here ttt The Temple for eleven years. He is also editor of 

Lhl" CrntruJ. Conference of Americt1n Rribb1' s .Journal, puhl:1 shed quarterly. 

r;ttmulnti.n1; the hcnrte nnd mind::; of those he teaches is his goal. "On what 

f;JT,Vl•:H: Gome rlcnl with the basic themes of Judn.i.sm llS they have evolved over 

U1c lnn,~ f"<'tlt.Hr1e~. Qt.hers beP,ln wlth th~ criti.cnl problems of the day .. . the 

qu0;.l,inns of wor nnd pence, with questions of clvil ri.p;hts, with the questions 
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of· Pov,rty, wi t-.h the ciu~stions of public policy ... end try and judge these 

wi thln the 1 i1~ht of the values of the tred.i tion. 

NJ\HH: In t.hc npocrypho.l Book of Sire.ch, the wise man is called him who 

mc(l I t.n t.0 n on the Lnw of the Most Illgh God. That's the role of the rabbi, the 

t.cnchf'r ... ex<'mplif1.~d by Dnnlel Jeremy Silver ... here in the best location in 

1.1H' not I on. 

CLEJ\RANCE: Hnbbi Dnniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
Unlversity Circle and Silver Porkway 
C]cvelnnd, Ohio 
(791-7755) 
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n Ch.Ud-Pa.1tent Rtl4t.ioM 

t rtatnly tvbell they aN old bet be 1• 

coaai&I d • if be wn an babltual a,rd rer . The fo , 
• 

tbe T1e1 "lloDor ••• " aad ''ftou •belt DO rder" 
• 

ataad aeat to oaa aotbar. 

(taM dllt i lli,•hu 2 ) 

lut tM .. bu WDt furtMr tllaa tbie. It •• DOt tbe •ct alone 

that N lect a NIIH of n,pect tOIJUCI pareat• •• it VU •lao _e 

tba ct • ,-rformsd. Couider tbla wry ~rtaot etate at: 
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n z, tUl ,~~ nae ' ., :, D 
• •• . _,,,, 
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, -:- 1' , • • ' ; • : 

n:~i ~~~~ ~~Y,9 ''1! l~ •~i 9 l 0~:~ ~ iJ~~,~ ,!,~ .oi~•~ u"~ 

~~-~,a~);~ ,o_K .(~~.D.,~- n~,2,~) a;Jnie ••~n~ ~~~~ n~Q' .a ,n, 
~ Y' ' .. - .,. .... - .,. ""\ • ... : • '! ., ., .,. .,,. .. ., •• ,,. 

• a .. ,n.,l J nez:, 
•- • r ·i• 

A •11 -, f..t It.la fatbar OIi fatt.eMd chtckeae and inherit 

bell (u lau r....S), ..S aaotllar •Y Pllt bi• f•t•r to 110rk • . 

-M11 •lght I ... lat.a fatllilr fatt•Md chiobu ud taberlt 11111! 

It oac. happe,ad tbat • ... •••• to tied bta fatbar fatteMd 

• 
cblcke••· ODce ht.a fatbt~ nld to llta: "Ny .oo, vbar• did 
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be feed• hia father OD !attn.ad chicke • b t b4I ri a 11. 
Row 1• lt po1aible that 4 MIi ■llht put bu a her to work 

ba .... 
worktna tn hi.a ■ill, Tha ktaa d•oned ■lll•r• abould b• brou1bt 
to work for hill (for tba kin&). 1111 Mtd t hie tiler): 
-ratblr. 80 ad work ta tt. ■ill 1D -, pl ce (and I vtll 10 

to work fo'f' the kiq). Por it •Y be (that the run vill 
be) ill•treated; tu vhtcb caae let • be tll•tnatecl in place 
of JOII And it .. , be (tbet tba vorlatn will be) b ten; in 
bf.ch caee let • be b .. teo ta.cud of you." In auch en 

inataace, M put• hie faflrier to work lD 11, but ,. ta rit 
Par6di••· 

, Peah, 
tban aa, lillit■ to tlle na~t OM ought to ebow 011e'1 panat1? 

Bir-• la ea l1ltereett111 •tory by WJ of auwer to tbat quaatiOG . 

. . ...... 
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111111 ••lrad labbi Iles ..., far •bola d ODe carry th• principie of 
baaott.aa --•• ,anat•t• J11 npllMs "'Go •1111 ••• vbat o• Gentile 
dW • ia Aela1ral!m• Wwaee Cl I ... Dlal aoa of llttaa. OM ta. tbe 
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but s nc the key (to tha •rchaduc) vaa i-e•till und t 8( 0 

f t r who u aep he would not t o le h , : 

~hid bi , 31a 

Be ia bow another tahbl re9POMed to the qua tioo: 

~,,:an~~~• ~a•, 
., I ;• _., _,,,, '• t" 

, ; D t, ~; 1J'•l 1•Jaa 
• I ., ,- •T 

(ac,:', ,t•v,-rp) 

They a■ked -1bb1 !leuar: -Uow far doe• t principle of hocor o 

father and the:- extend'!" He replied: "lv~n i f t fat r sho.uld 

tak'! • pura• of money end th.row it into the sea 1 

t aoo ehould lltill not reproach him." 

i.e aoo' pr senc • 

(lidduahin, 32r.) 

Tbl labbia W6ra fond of telli~ tori•• which xemplifted i e 1 

b bftt.or toward parent•: · 

• • • • 

~;~•n•" ,on~ ~,n• •''Pi~ C9D~" ~oJ,,, ~~" r.n o,• .~n c~ ~,, ~~,', 
: .. : t ., .. 'f : y • : • ,._, : i • : .,... - - - ... y • : .,.. • • ,: 

t • • • I • 

~ ~~ ne, non •~~ ~,D~ ".,a,D ,n,~ ,,~~ ,~ 1~,l -•n~ ,~,~ ,,g,b ~, 
-, 'T T' •t -, : T ., • u "t' • - •: t : ; 

' 
'~~} l~!!: ,O'l?ff '11~ l~ :1:,;, ·li'?!C." :1'; ~-,~~ .:,~~;'~~ ;n, • D~Z • -,u , 

labbl 'tal'fon • • 110ther once walked in ti. courtyard oo. the Sabbath .. 

wt bllr audal broka. labbi Tarfoa •at and placed hi.a two hand• uod r 

her feet ao tbat •ba valkM on tbla uotll •• 'C'eacbed bar bed. One 1llle 
• 

be bee .. ill. and tM •-• WIit 1D to wiait hill. She aaid tu tbua: 

"Pra, foi- aabbl Tarfon, -, aon, for 11111 &lftl • an uc•••iw IIIOUDt of 

boDor." They ••id to bar: "What clld he do co you!" She told baa of 

J eaid to r: "Bad ba done ao ven a tboueand ti t 

•~111 I ..., M':l\t....d 1 f nf tbP. 

u .. 
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1.ly c ic s r~ ine it bl. Oft u the; aeem tr.,posFi l t i 

,ol e. uppo e, far exmpl your ceiu d confli~ting requests f om 

your par nt•. \; m would you ·ab y? Here 1• bow acme of the ~abbis 

re ponded to hia p o 1 m: 

• • "tt 
, • ' (n~;n:,) ' I D ., ' " a, ,a~,, GM'J IC ,,,~ c,,-,pD I I a,, 

II I r .,. ,. . ,. ., I ' ,- 'f ,,, .,,, 

( ,. , rtl, n t· ., J ) , l .. "1, P w o~~ltn' ,~l.D t ,., ., t 1 9 :ttcl 
• I •• .. ~ •:- . ,_ y • 

• • 
brougbo t the T rah, (where r father eod aotber are 

ct ODld together) the fathal' 1• mentioned f il'tt, except 

in ODI place vt.r• it is atated: "A 111&11 •hall f••r hi• 

1DOtber &Dd father.~ his teache■ us th•t both arc equally 

deaenin1 of tba a,ma re•pect. 

(Ber ahit labbah, 1) 

• ·r : 
l 

lnaofar •• r••pect ie concerned, then, ooe mua respect ho h peren • 

equally. B•t in the caee of a conflict --
, . 

• 

10,ip DnD n,,. ,a•D •J•pwn n,n,. KDM1 O~D 'l'~•M ~01~ 
•• •.• • .. • : • , • - .. . i .. • ; ·.,. T • t • -- • • ! ~ I. • • 

• , ~ ? ~ , i :17? tJ ~. ::i ' ~ ~ ~i .~ ~ 1 ;, ~ ! ':! .._ 1 ,. ~ ~ , ' :i ~ :, ~ ?. ~ ;l ~., ., , ~ n - ~ 

(ac:t<'7 ,l''D "fp) 

rather aaya: ucive ae water, .. tod mother aay1: "Give ae vat r." 

bich oce of them tuuat be obeyed f ir1t"l Put •• ide the hoDOr of your 

mother and fulfill ha honor of your father• becauee botb you and y,,ur 

her are obligated to honor your father. 

(Kidduahln• 3la.) 

What is your reaction to thia teaching? Do you gree with , it7 

How do you re•olve similar conflict• in :our fca111? 

lntereetingly enough, vl\en • altuatiou existed t'h.at poaed • da er 

l.1'1 p . . .. .. . 
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te and hi• father and hia teacMr were held captiv (by non-J -~ , 

he pre ede• hi• teacher (in ba in& i ·anaomed), hia teacher pr cede• hi 

father, •Dd bia IIOtbew.- pncedaa tMII all. 

1 

(Boro,oth• lla) 

ID• ~u flict of 1 yalt •• betwen a fatbar and a eac r t 

1-il I I 
• 

I <t 't 
• f 

'J•a:, ,o,pz:, -.,:,~ 
~ : . ~ .. : 

1 t tned aach viadoa (vbl • I ) 

"L.1...1111-• alva,a before bl• fatber, a inc bo 

r ara oun Ci honor the t ecber. 

'l ', J!l , ~ 
"' I • -

• 

h o is 

(Miabna ltr tuth, :9) 

~ULaaider thia coofltct betva•n • an • o : 

20) .,,1" :a:.', ;,-,Dlt ,., J n i ~, 'J ., , 
-.- ·.-~ ": ~ .. -' • • • • 
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C 

• • e lr.e ialll•l .., ion, for doe 

bl 

W 1111 t• 11111 aat.d: "Wbea 1-

I 1111 ... , aoc 

allCN •." They ••id to bill (to labbi Yt•trael): "Since auch ta 

1 t bar be boa rad tu thi• way.• 

r vi l 

(Yeru1balai h • C • :1) 

d r 

how you • h apply it co the fol lc. .. tn . ,,.._ 1 r • t t n: 
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An aging mother loves to serve lengthy meals to .her grown eon 

every time he visit• ber ad doe• not allow hill to ulp her with 

tlw di M•• Tbe eon 11 diaaayed ~y the tim and effort expended 
• 

by ht.a aotber ill prepari111 for hill, aad voadere wbetber he abould . , 

Nke 1 •• ,ncaunc vulc• to •r• 

What do JOU think ha ouaht co dot 

Can you think of incident• 1a your life wbea there baa ~ea • cotlflict 

betwe n what your parent• and your grand,-rent■ urge you to do'l Vbom 
• 

are you IIOff obligated to obey•· your parent■ or your grandparent•? 

&ei-• 1a vbat tbe labbie teach: 

A man baa• areatar ~ligattoD to honor ht■ father t~ bi• 

graodfatbar. 

(Beraahit labah. 84) 

Vby do you thimr. the &abbt.a aa, that tba parent abould be obeyed 

rather thm tbe gTandpai:nt vbla11 tbl tvo conflict? 

Woar w COM to a flry Nrlou• prob lea. Tbe bib 1 lcal ccas■nd1111111t "Boaor 
\ . 

tllJ fatlllr aad tlly •tllar" la a brtaf ■tat-Gt vbich ta DOt furcblr 

elaborated. TM ttoa 1&1111-.t "lllola ault fear tbe Lord thy God• u al■o 

brLef. Tba teeu .. r 1lbo ••oclataa vltb Jeviab ywt\\ _,.,.mute, who 
• 

attema Jwiah tu 1r c1•pa, abNne• Jevt.ah law, and upbolda Jwi•h 

value.• often llvea in a ltc11 wllllln Ida parent, do not aluln Illa t.At:•r••t 
• 

1D Jud.at... It will eoattaaa occur tbat be ia •••d b7 hi.a panata to . 
perform a tu\c vbt.cb 1a la cealllct with that vhlcb ha beltrNa Cod 

• 

"Boa.or thy fathl-r 1111d clly IIO~ .. r• ad -rlllMI abalt fear tba Lord 
• 
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Elaaaar hen Ha ya ••Y : tt1f a r i 

and at tlw •- tbN (1 hav ) ano bar i t ab to r fon1 1 n 1 c 

nor of -, father and parfora tbe aiuvah, for: I and f t 

obligated to perfona tba llitnu.• l•l bea Jada aa,a: •tf otu • 

avaf.lable to perfom· tba altnah, tbao they abould do ao, ao t 

should obey hie fatbiar'• cc m..S. • 
.. 

• 

't , 
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t 

be 
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l•t"Jtbil\a ~ich JOUT fathl-r aay to JOU, you are obliged o ey .. 

lut if lie ea, to you: ~t . \Ill bow dCNI\ tQ t.do la , • 7ou en s . aot oh 7 
• 
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lest you becoae a apostate. 

(Yalkut, la lei) 

Here la aaotbar atateMat: 

" J, 

,, _,. 
.. 

. We learned: "Tbou shalt feer ta., fatJl,r ad 110t.bar.• It ta 

po11tbl• th&~ bia father aba11 aay to buu "Defile yourMl •• or, "Do 

not npeot.• Should ba obe1 btllt Scriptun, tberefon, atat 1 : --rh 

ahalt fear tbJ fatblr ad aotblr ad GbNne-, conntnd1111t11t1, I amt 

Lord th)- Cod.• Bach ad ew1:7 one of you atcd• under tbe oi>111atton 

to honor•· 

(Yebaoth, 6a) 

lot• can fully, 11..-.Jewr • bolt one l• auppo••d to ..-.ace to • pareat 

in auch a conflict •ltuatloo: 

• 

. 
~ .,,. 
t 

t 

~, .,:i1, 1•~• M•n! ,,n .KtJn1 
- • fff' ~ ,. .. ... .,. • •• 

~D\a •~w ,"~,\n ~,~, ~, -~~; 
•• T ••• T •• I • - T ; --,,, . ' ~n .> ~,,.2 l~n~ . . . -

19,,:IJD) 
.,,n" i,~ ,i,K •~• fJn ~>•~n 

'T i • •• T 'I ' • : -

Va bave a.earm: lf oae'• fatbar traup:9• ... • pnoept oft 

Torab hi should aot a.;· to bill: •ratblr, 7ou ban tr .. an••ecl a pncept 

of the Torah.• Ill eboald ratlllr • .,, "Patblr, doea thla corr••poDd to 

vb.at It • .,. lD tlll Tora1at• An aot tbeN two •t•t••atl tba • ., aatblr 

ba ahoold ..,: ...... •r• fna tba tarala 1tate1 aacla ad eucb.• 

(lanb1drla, Ila) 

••••••••••••••••• 

-
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I Now c~id•r thl fo11owiaa prt't.l•• very c efull How 

you ra1olve tbaa ill tbe llpt of what JOU v• le med abo t the 

Rabbinic attitude• tOIMl"d ch1ld•pareot relation T 
• 

ld 

1. tour f.atlwr doe• not 11ke acme o our fri•Dd•. queatio 

their aoral cbaracter and urge• • JOU to break vtth them~ 

a. Youw hl1h ••hool ·••i•r ··- ,. •o dul1d co tak plao OD 

lriday at.pt. . Your father auae•t:• that you 10 on tho ground• t 

1.a an iaportat eq,erience in tbe life of • teeaqer and that tber• • 

ua, othar Sabbaths tut you c•n obaerw, ~rea the dance 111 • occur 

oaly oDOee 

3. Your aother i• cleaiag tba boua• and wube• you to belp be • 

But :,our friend 11 eerlou1ly ill ad you wiw plaaaiD1 to vuit be • 

f••ltna that girl• do aot ••d extenaiv.a • 

■bould look for• job. __. ewatuallJ~llllffJ. 

■tateaeGta.•oticmed ta tbi1 broc..,n help to r••olve thtt .ooflic? 

S, You live in huuylvaaia and have J111t become aixteea year• 

old. You uk your pareata for perau1ion .to obtain • driver'• 1 ceaH. 
1 

Your fatbe1' feeli very atronaly that you aN atill too youq to driv 

• car, de1pite vbat Pennql•aiala law IMla to •"1 Gil tbll .. tter. 

mother f vora your coMMlertns the isaue carefully and aakin p yo . 

OWD Iliad. .. 

6 .. Your parent• hfte planeecl a proar• of after-achool activitt•• 

for rou which will c:oulat of: pUDO le11ou 011 Nond•Y, dance l•••oo• 

, 
activltta• w111 enable 1CN to bee,.. • "well rounded• t .. aapl', t a yo 

will Jit bett•~ 1Dto tbe teenage aociety. You have llll1ted a t • 

t reaa~ taa once you are fini1hed with 1ch0 l omewo 

C 1 Hbe tud f C OC .. 

l 
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fJ ' ~·~ l r'J L~R ' 
are not unique Ti. our MIil age, e¥eD :ta• •-.. - .. --- •• ioli•l'l••...-7 are 

ne~ an:l:que o:zae aew tu, •• aey. If you believe that this is so., I invite 

you to pick up the works of Mr. Charles Dickens, to open his novel of 

Oliver Twist, and to read there the escapades of Fagin and of his band 

ot any clas~ical history to read there of the oouncil meetings of 

ancient Athens or ot ancient Alexandria or of ancient Rome and you will . 
see writ large in the pages of that history, the wail and the complaint 
of the city fathers that bands of young people are terrorizing their 
citizens at night bd that 1 t is no longer safe to be abroad after 
dark on the streets. And if you ~till feel that delinquency 1s a 

unique problem ot our~, I invite you to open the pages ot our 
Talmud, to read there the wail of one ot the ancient teachers of our 

people, Eliazer Bar-Yehudat, a sage who complained that 1 t was easier 

to raise an olive tree in the parched, arid, sandy soil of upper 

Gali lee, than it ~ to raise in all of Israel a single strong and 
sturdy and upright son. 

these problems which face us today are recurri d 

They are not ours alone and not 

generation. And so speak today of the probl ch young people 

there are certain elements 

-- but simp~ becaus feel that ra1 a tamicy requires understaild­

ing and that raised in a f'ami ~ re understanding, and . that 

terature ot our people can bring to bear on thee 
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Now, the problems ot raising young peo~-pccur on U!'J' 

and I vould concern myself this morning pri 

associated. There of course, lems pt neglectful parents 

bl.ems ot abnormal parents 

for the moment, lay 

and neglected children. 

and abnormal. children. 

aside. myself principal \.v . 

parents and_ w.l. th young people vho seek to grow, 

desire to become-adult. 

The tirst point that I would like to make taie ••• 1 ng is one 

vbich is taken tram an illustration drawn from our Bible. When the 

children of Israel came to the foot ot Mount Sinai, God propositioned 

them as ~o their willingness to accept ther .14len CoouoautJments. He was 

not willing to put upo~ them the yoke ot obligation to this very 
~ 

:.·· strict and deme.nding 21 1 lav unless they signified tllaiT willingness . . • 
to accept these responsibiUties and abid~ by them. 

, 

th 
I 

tak•P.Jar e·w tss sbcre 11 er iPPR&aD:.t iAdJ.ca:t,Q~ ~ ;eu es -.ta the 

at,:ttfu4e -they sbgnld tdl ta 1'Ceu lerael1 t~ te aeM, 7iiiirvered, 

/IJN S "'i,~~4d J j;) -~ J . We will do and we will listen." Deeds 

are more important than .words -- that we live by our moral principles, 

preach them or mouth them or clothe them in beautiful phrases. 'Jlners 

.,. 
wanting tn 

'tradi -iii, tor aoclaim. 



Bov we are concerned, each of us, as pa.rents, as educators, with 

teaching our young people the morals, the attitudes, the values towards 

lite which we feel to be important. We believe it to be important tor 

them to be honest, to be truthful., to be forthright, to be good, to be 

respectful, to be considerate, to be kind. And we are concerned that 

our schools and that our synagogues and that our homes should teach 

these principles. We enroll our young people in a religious school 

that they ·may be exposed to the. moral tradition ot Jude.1 sm. Our 

schools have adopted courses in civics and in the teachings of 

demo~ratic living in order to expose our young people again to the 

.mandates ot res~nsible c1tizensb1p. And f:lnaJJy, ve in our homes, 

take great pains to discipline our young people as to the way that 

they may go. 

But• sometimes 1111 ii It we neglect the classroom and the 

textbook from vb.ich our yoang people learn the most. They learn by 

_seeing rather than by hearing. Their favorite, and mst effective 

classroom, is the home, and the most ·et;fective textbook is the lines 
& f"" 
1tf qh their parents eda1• ,as 11111 I ■ ■r.m lives. If a child sees his 

parents being strong in purpose, taking an upright position on ooral 

issues, he will respect his pa.rents and be will learn the mee.ningful-
.S1"' A h'ti NT' • ~ 

ness of » 1:se moral poel:\iions If, BMM¥■•s r 1 t ,.,. sees his parents 

mouthing the conventional moralities but practicing the conventional 

immoralities, he will quickly discard the words as meaningless, as 
C. y11t c.A,,'L. A I t\J P •• 

unrealistic, and he will ad:pt a DMeh me1a Jcaetinel am tz•i.headed 

A child who sees his father in private take great pride in the integrity 

of his positions on the matters which ahape our national destiny but 

\. 
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vb& see■ t.tle s £ ••••• in public conform to the atti tu.des ot his 
\ '). 

neighbors or ot his friends will see no particuJ ar virtue in his own 

personal. integri. ty. A young person who hears his mother constant~ 
JI"'( A r;a_ ,4,-J 

backbite and tsns frn■ rant 7 ?1 the ••• ••••• ef her neighbors and 

of .-i- acquaintances, will •••••lit not be willing to trust heraelt in 

friendship end: rail aeb as i!it&I &bo16 BJ EC &JAtf i:l!Ws riliob one 

• - I '111w a1ssslf b~ a.Sa bea: 11-af 'aJft. A young 

person who can induce his pa.rents to sign a false excuse for his 
. £ truancy from his school will e?1■1 ■ 1 1 ll'fc look for ,..a easy way to 

• ~ ~ 

excuse-tns behavior, m? 1 Ld&JS I • 2 •s to shirk and w avoid 
r~r,, 

the respons1b111,'s ~ his own actions. Ityou would train up a child 

in the way that he should go, you must be first willing to o that 

way yourself. 

Now the same classroom in which the child or the young adult 
. 

learns his m>rals is the room in which he learns his manners. I have 

heard it said -abd repeated that this generation is less courteous, 
t.t,\1(2_~ J less reapecttul, less considerate of ~ elders than tae ,.,,J6ous. 

I am not s1.tte that this is so, but if it is, 1-t is because our homes 
• • I~ A-N 0 

have become so unconcerned w1 th privacy, vf!tt t<•s considerate,. M1 th 

~!e~ti p; 1fe "-cW1e»9' ftleb 4 ndf El d I I US Rli dll' •-• It Ji J 1 :11111111& 

our children have no act, no guide from which to guide their own 

actions. A father vho invades the privacy of his son's ro·om and who 

violater the 1ntegr1 ty ot his son's diary cannot expect his son to. 

consider his mouth sealed as to any matter which he hears being 

discussed in the household. A mother who is constantly frustrated 

and bothered by the presence in the home ot some aged relative vho 

voices treeq, open~, her criticism ot tbia person'• conduct and 

. . 
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practices is certai~ not prepar.l.ng for herself a warm and beloved 

old age. A family where the voices are raised freely, loudly, and 

stridently, and where no one is particularly concerned. about the 

language and the vocabulary which punctuates 81)111fs speech, is not a 

family which can expect 1 ts young :a,11.e to be concerned, when outside 
. 

ot the home, with the tone with which they express themselves and 

vi th the languag~ch thEV choose to use towards their friends or 

towards their neighbors. Jp_ msnrea 111 ,a mraJs, ;the exumle 1P1st 

be !t ,ea :la itme aa• la•t.e•• :1:11 can 'be e111eetad af aur JQ?uns ,etJJ!D: 

~1 de tho hOPJC: a 

Ma.Dy 0M • • homes hrue expectfli ~t the schools and the 
"t . 

synagogues ·• ,6 take up the slack in moral education which they., 

somehow, feel they cannot assume,and certa:lncy the temples and the ) p.s.v,~ 
schools are concerned with the moral. edification of: "'[;: ymmg rcn■Jn- E>"t,(.,.C;J 

But !Ere again, unless the parent·s are partners in the work of the 

temple or in the work of the school and are concerned w1 th the values 

which the school is attempting to teach, there can be no hope that 

the child will hold his lessons dearly. A parent who canes to the 

synagogue only to drop his child off to go to school cannot expect 
' that the lessons learned in the classroom will make a lasting 
",. Lf: (r '-' inspiration. A parent who J'Mli£8P attends tee preachi n and the 

teachings of the pulpit cannot expect his child, after all, to attend 

to or to pay attention to or to value high~ the lessons and the 
.. 

teachings which taught in the classrooms or from the pulpit. These 

institutions can be partners with the home in the developnent of the 

child, but they cannot do it alone. ~• aa1araot zstz up Isa oar l eelt 

whi ~ '7 JlO& &J I ue. • 



I 

Bow, I kDov that tats represents -a heavy burden ot respon1i-

b111ty for the parents. I know that our 10ung people demand a high 

standard ot ua. ,Mte: al 1, in a sense I am a half itata!:11'. to the 
'...!::$ 

thiRaen buodri!d t!.JPdl 11111 s 1 r a reM:alaoua afllblllj s_i i ~e 

high Yft]Hftl &Pd the atandarde Kl tb yhi S)a th§ §bl 
( 

ea cbers •nd 

C~e .~b1~-~ ~.:l!z:!!!!!!!¥1! !f .'_ll•~ ·But I also know this -- as 

we do not expect perfection of your yoUDg people, so our young people ..-, 
·reaJJy do not gpec;t,~_rf~tion of us. What thez

2
~act to 1~ re87~ 

more the texture which they sense ln their home or in the school or in 
• 

the SJDSgogue -- the total.configuration which is given and presented 
. . 

M-e~ to them there rather than to any single 'fili•11i of indifference or of 

'hptience or i~tab~l.1.ty. • !wt: 14tmµ110 I ---.q;i! !! [:n1 
. 

m11r1 :,oaaa, 11 lit! ·s.peat om' mm&n ce1»ea, 1a • 1 , :a dards, 

our I"! HCid 1EtiJ& 901 up 11t'8: :1'1tem. 

. . 

in our day and age, 

are required of them. _ all day, every day, und e tensions 

ot child-rearing. ihey_ see~ above a 

possible, but it seems to overwhelm 

they turn to some textbook, to 

educators or psychiatrists. , it is well to 

yond them, and ao 

edification, whatever wledge that DK>dern science can 13 ng to our 

attention: submit to you that 1 t is wrong and that 1 t s 

orget the in~viduality or our own young people and to 

that they can be forced into the norms of some character 

developnent chart. I submit that it ia wrong to alidicate our own 
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n child raising Bild in 

child education. And I 

~~, used 1ntellig~ntl.y the insights of modern science, 

ecame dominated and controlled by them. 

ITatr,-1he second point which I should like to make aa 1'e the 

~p;>ne1b1l1tfss of 1rewlis can be illustrated also by a story from our 
f~,_s\~ 4-.,J/ 

Bib~. It has to do with an e,t:eeeex'ed:s:ccal5 ellmlei •• -..u telfllU(tw rte air 

hR(l ~ do Kltb tbs aJsnlr1ne ba•fati Jacob and Esau. The yoUDg Jacob was ,~r 1l~• ~,.. 
a bright, well-born, ·well-p1ess1 ;ed young man •. He WU· a persQQ of shrewd-

saw to 1 t that the young Jacob had everytlp.ng that his heart desired. She 

aav to 1 t that he vas f'1eed ~ every respons1bi11 ty in the home, in the 

fields, or with the flocks, and he was given his head -- he had nothing but 

leisure. 'lhe young Jacob soon became spoiled and as he was spoiled, he 

became increasingly selfish and self-seeking, and he became the young man 

' who was not above taJd 'lg by deceit from his brother the birthright which 

was not rightfully his, and ta.king by deceit from his father the blessing 

which was not rightfully his. 

Nati, ••••l1PPJeaJ1, 1 r ,,,. •er I a ,,e11ow1aezeey= A ca age sf 

1'f OCJ&JI L; • we ea pevrt; I ll1U 11•, am a11 ••• _.._ , • aa ·10 overindulge 

and.- spoil our young peopleJ ( We tend to relieve them 0£ all .._ chores 

and all t.e responsib111t1es_tp th t e, After all, we can now afford 

the profeaaional sitters and ._ maids and 41M cooks and tM 1'ard me9 ·••••e ·. 
1 r , •• urcs s dMe by; tho Drtrn:s .,,, •• a 1u0 bltc ,,.,,. But it is, 

.. 
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unfortunately,- true that the less the child feels 7es~nsible tor ~e home, 

the less close he feels to the home. And that the more a child feels 

necessary to home, the more ·he feels a partner in the ongoing growth and 

the wellbeing of the home, the closer he will feel to his pa~ents end the 
. . " closer kinship he will feel to the standards which the home tries to teach. 

Aid 221wriw, Q·u- overindulgence· el em so g pecp10, it seellS to 
~(J-!JP4E"~ 11LEar:-,•tllel.lil.J.,.•bmr keep them ,-s children long beyond their llJ 11111l years as 

children. Maey- parents today have told me -- but I want "1113' child to have 

the many opportunities, the many recreations ;vhich I lacked. Many a 

father vho worked every day after school and on the weekends, and many a 

~ther who had her first party dress at sixteen, it seems to me, is somewhat 
f Rr~ot,~ A,()() IJT' °frO a./ 1\--N~~..t . 
O¥e~ ssreel'JUCl •• •• ••a11tatt a r l ••t-UE1 it h!r cMu;e.11re. 

. ~~~~ '!here are two dangers here. The first danger is that they will y 
l I 

- ~"Ti V ('t'lf .S. ~ O ~ W ~t U. ~() 1' ~ ~ t-,~~ ,-., 7 force the young people i~to "cai••·'···· Pl I 6:+.s. bSIFi'DW tbei r lffllti. A 
. 

mother wlle ,, 1 overly concerned at eleven or twelve vi.th partying her 
: .. .. 

4aughter, will destroy some of the freshness with which her daughrer should 

enjoy her years when she is sweet sixteen. A father who gives his child 

a car long before even the hw permits it, will find. that the thrill, beyond 

that of ownership of the ·car, is racing it. And he may find that his child 

is engaged in pastimes of which he would not approve. 

But secondly, just as Rebecca indulged Jacob and ma.de him into a 

selfish young. man, so e£ter_ eur overindulgence of our young people turns 
. ---

them into selft@b i¥PUPa ~ople and into ~elf centered adults. 'lbe differ­

ence between childhood and maturity 1s, it seems to me, the difference 

between one's concern with one's immediate amusement and one's concern with 

one's long range accaDplishments. lhi jiri1ni l>eu.P'l@ I h••· Cfililj \e1 nlli Qt 3 _, , 

J! P SA &£ • Ji 
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Wrt ■ l ee s. Many of our 10lllli people ew :t0;4118 • 1't1 :if ••, lkcJ are 

play:&111(!' at the responsibilities of living, and I submit that this is because 

they have been made to feel that sports, and cars, and dances, and one's 

eajoyments are in and of themselves, and it is only vi.th a second thought 

that they are made to appreciate the importance of .earning one's living 

and of plannipg for one's future and of serving one's community. 

The Babbie had a wonderful piece of advice for any preacher --

_,,__.--,..not be harsh or severe in his judgments of his peopl 

:ve said makes you feel that I hol.d cheap 

Quite to. :the 

w1 th 1 ts young people w1 thout 

ability of these pa.rents to bri 

their young people. Our Rabbis " 
-- that a son is as the kne of his father and wby of all the 

organs of the body, son compared to the knee o his father and the 

answer was that it s th·e knee only which can raise or lo 

....... "._.en have inestimably raised you in the estimat of myself 

and of al of their teachers. You are doing a fine Job, and what 

because sometimes by bringing these matters of moral understan 

light we can see the more clearly the way that we must go. 

I have the feeling that in our day and age we sometimes also over­

estimate the importance of Ame parents. We sometimes put the whole onus 

of responsibility for the weaknesses of their children upon their shoulders. 
NOMJ~~ 

We often say there are no problem children -- only problem parents. ~la I 

woul i al!* 1 * •• ••• •haw 1m! a 1 a rnot, eo. '!here are problem children, and 

there are weak children, and there are children who do not follow tbe 110ral 
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eXNJl!)le ot ·their parents. It is not true that the appl.e does not fall 

:I,Urv. 
a;tWliJJjl:se-• •• the tree. 

. . 

We are all aware of families in which there. 

may be several sons -- one a minister, one a professor, and one a complete 

misfit in life. Wet'.are all aware of the Biblical. stories which tell how 
as 

such sages of our people as Eli and/Samuel, men renowned for their wisdom 

and for their judgment and for thei~ understanding -- each of them had 

sons who followed not their ways, who inclined after thei baser impul.ses 

and were held in contempt by the people. Even the supposed wisest of all 

men, Sol.cmx>D., was not able to keep peace alwiqs in his paJace and lived 

to see his sons rebel against him. 

We 

they vi 

teach our children by moral example, but we cannot assure 

er to abide by 

'!he young J whom we 

met this test a very graphic 

ral.: home and to 

long night 

his base instincts, wrestling w1 not 

this in terms of Ja th an angel of God., wrest 

r God could not overcome him. And so our 

young~ le must wrestle with themselves ·and on their beds at night ~th 

tlfe--- m:>ral ciee,..a,1 021F thiie•tace CB&.ar. / We can sh~v them the way. We can 

live a life which will be a guide to them but they alone, ~n $b2 11a.i1s, 
• 

must find the moral atrength to make the. right deci ,sion. AJJd 'CE! ttdnl:y 
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tt1b~1U~L-J.ae~ns;a.o~t_.s1121111n•1t""•-·•i•*...,,s they 11N must lea,a 1'o de~i~ whether they will 

spend the hours of preparatiai in the writing of a theme or whether they 

will piece the theme together in sections culled from the workdof their 

friends. Tt ,1e they we must decide whether they will follow. the lead of 

those who challenge them to deeds of :foolhardy bravery or whether they 

will be cautious and abide by the strictures and restrictions of their. 

parents. I-t,..._i:t_ th~y lldllo must decide whether they ·have the individuality 

and the strength to believe_ their own beliefs, to think their own thoughts, 

to go their own way, to set their own standards, or whether they will 

aJJov some group of their peers, some group of their friends, to set and 

determine their standards and their conduct tor them. We cannot make 

these decisions for them. We can only hope that they will appreciate the 

rightness of the way we live and we oncy e~: the obligation is yours. 

Be strong enough to accept it. 
WF'i~ 

And A~ij 'II our young people suffer, as do tae parents, from the 

-~erabundance and · tlie overprosperi ty of our age. As the parents sometimes 

tend to overindulge the young people, so I firmly believe our young people 

tend to overindulge ~~mselves. - They want secure freedom. They want all 

the privileges of childhood and none of the responsibilities of adulthood. 

'!hey want to be allowed to live in a world of dances, of parties, and of 

sports, and of games, long after they should ha:ve come into the estate of 

the men who are concerned w1 th colleges and w1 th careers and w1 th standaras 

and with achievements. They pamper themselves much too long, it seems to 

me often today, in their childhood and are unwilling to mature, unwilling 

to l.eave this state behind. 

A Bar Mltzvah, according to our tradition, came at the age of 

• 



I 

I I 

thirteen. •Confirmation in our practice takes place at fourteen., or early 

in the fifteenth year. These are the symbolic acts by which a young person 

greduates into his responsibility, and when our young people achieve this 

estete, when they achieve these service, certainly they should be -·11.ing, 

they should desire to take on also the planning of tomorrow. The child 

thinks of tonight's television. The young adult thinks of tomorro •s 

lessons. 'lhe child thinks of the party .which will feature the weekend. 

'!he young adult sees the weekend as an opportunity to be of service in his 

t'oxmm1ni ty or to spend a few hours With the books planning his life. '!he 

child is concerned only With doing in a slipshod way the assignment of 

tomorrow. The young adult is concerned with what the assignment of tomorrow 

means in his total development. He is concerned with understanding its 

full complexity and its full meaning and he goes far beyond the few questions 

which are asked of him. 

The years of adolescence are not easy years, but they are made th s \..-.A-tu{ ,e ,i. 

s q MM@ if we seek always to overindulge ourselves, if we seek al~ays to 

~r ourselves, if we forget our planning for our innn diate enjoyme ts. 

How, as ·we have seen, it is not eas to b an e.de ... uete pn.rent. It 

is certainly not easy to be an adequate young person. But neither is it 

ic ~ssi ble to be either of these. Where t ere is the will, where there is 

love where there is a sense of purpose, where tlere is concious ess of 

one 's own mora res_ n "bility, the it seems to me noth"n is be o or 

a hievement. Our young people, like their parents, as we see them pass 

thrc~' - o· r scho give us cause fo gre t hope in the t~·-row. Their 

parents have brought out much t ·s fine a d n i t an t r a 

vorking to become capable adult men and women. Certainly as you work vlth 
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the young people and w-1. th their parents today., you see the potentiality of 
\ 

e. bright tomorrow -- the tomorrow which will be filled for these young 

people with the tensions of their own child-raising, the to· rro wilich 

rill be filled by their accomplishments and be fille b r the peace of mind 

• ch they will have brought to their parents. 
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Of all the eople you know, t 

members of your fern.ily And of all t 

,OU probably know b st are be 

people to whc,a you ove debt of 

ratitude, the one o wbom you owe the g~ a st debt a your parent•• 

for hey gave you the moat preeiou~ r,o sesa on ,ou hove•• your life. 

No living being spend1 aa many 1e rs wtd the care of parent• we 

h naan~ do. In no s cie doe 1 take as ong foe- the ch ld to grow P 

ad aasume his place in the adul world a.a in OUT own. 

Tb e ormou length ft ea chi d p • under the guidance and 

protec ion ~ his parent brings obout gr a t'ewald •• eeos"! of mutual 

rea nsibility, an awar neas of lov~ e careful preparation for the future, 

and t . expc,rienee f sharing 4 .timat~ly 1n th lives of other human beings. 

It can clso bt' g about rat ten ions -- for it is often difficult for 

the ch ld to un erst d the wo d oft p ust as it i frequently 

diff1c t t the parent ~o e ter omple tote word o t· c 

N wsp~per hea lines a e i 1i t t h r aulta oft ese ten ions•-

te ag gangs, uelinq~ nc~ dru ad .ic ion. tis not always an easy 

t e~ or a pa ent to und rst8l1d ~ d fulfi 1 his rc•ponsibilitie• towar 

t ~ ch1 d; nor 9 it wny cle r u chil ow he ought to ehave toward 

rent. 

Th Je-ish teenager 11 nR ~nth twenti th entury may often nder 

whether or not hie tradition h s anything to aay about th• relationabip 

f parents to children and children to pareota, and whether or not any 

of the teaching• of the redition may stil . epplicabl to the often 

bewildering complexitiea of pres .. f'1Xlli y life . 

er is a fuYtber aapec to th s ta ion which ia particularly 

vexing to mnny p ople today. The isco Tie• of modern medicine hnve 



- _ ... __ -- ---------- _______ .., _______ - --- ------ - -- - - -. 

•. 2 .. 

}~~~ should an adult sou or -
da~~zI tex- bch:tVc toward e~~d p,i:ir '.I.. n? - hould ~r~nechildren ·behave 

,;;.> 

to • .. "1:i:d gr~ndpar-ents? Is there nnyth{n3 in the r.ee1chings of the tt·:iclition 

tt is ·the purpose of this b_ochf~re to show you that the tradition 

hec a great deal to sny about this ·ery ~ital aspect of human life. 

You henr much these days ab1:1r.1 the ... cs?onsi ility of children to 

pare~ s. Your parents ar~ probably al. ~-.•s ell~.ng you that it is your 

o~_li~ntion and responsibility to r-spect them~ to take care of your youn3er 

.. rothers and Gisters, to go on errcndG for he amily. You probnbly 

b~~C'm~ 1t·1c~ry at tines of hearin,z, O\rer D. d over again, th~t you have a 

'r._ ... r,onsibility" nnd nn "obligation" to your. parents. You mig~t often 

wo .der what sort of responsibility :1nd o ligation your parents have to you. 

he Rab is were very clc~r 01 this po · ~t. Pnrent$ ~re obligate<l to 

, .. e to it _hat their child::..n cccive n1 ec..~cr1t.ion: 

.,, 
• ,.n:.,., J, •,~:l?'l ., J :,, , 0 ..,. ... r ;, , It sn .. ;i t7 ' :J J : j , r, ,~ i?.:>?7 (~ , .... 

ij .;;. {..J 

T' ........ . . . . . . ... •.' y : T • - • . • ' .... , ..... ,. . , . . . I/ , - , 
, . . , • • . 

mal it kno\-m,t.o your children .n<l. ... o yo r chi_c.ren'c childrr-n." 

1 

.. , 0 ':\ t ·°' l ~ )17-1'.fi'• . . .. \ . 

f ' 

Shu ... d. an Aruch,. Yoreh De ... h 

e cuther but upon t e mother 

•· .. ·:rr, 'I..•. 
, 4 I t 

' 

-­l 

• 11' ~IT\ -

J 

.,.. ... · . 

) 
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for the educatiOD of her chil41reo. •• it 1• utd: ''He81:lcaa wr eon 

to ttie ethics of your father and do not fonake thf Torah of your 

mother.' 

( Ct&e r Din 1n Vmf Qhagill I) 

Parente are not only re1pons1ble to see to it that tbelr children 

receive • aood •dacatian; tbay aact aleo aee to it that they receive 

the kind of education tbat v111 equip them to take a proch1ctive place 

in •ociety: 

(IC: a:, 1 1 •w, ,p) 

Rabbi Judah 1ay1: "ADYOG«J who dee, not teach bl• eon a craft may 

be regarded •• if he ia teac.t,1D1 him to eteal." 

(Kiddu•hi.n, 29a) 

But even thi1 waa not r.egardecl by the Rabbi••• being a sufficient 

fulfillment of parental n.1ponaibJ.lity. See1D1 to it that tba child 

recelvea a good acdemic and profeaa1onal training la hardly enough. 

The parent must aleo aee to it that the child receive• moral guidance 

•• well: 

( :l t i 7l , it:> 1 0 ) 

The father ahou.ld be careful to draw hi.a ion away fraa falMhood. 

(Succah, 46b) 

But tbi1 muat not be dona cruelly: 

ac',, • • I 

:u:n "' , n, .-i,:nc:1 0Jil ;,,,a 'J:uc ... ,n-i, :i•e•i1, •,::» , J !l nae ,o~', .... ' -. • - • • ••• " -: ·- • ,. . ., : ' . ' .. . ' T-r -
• • • • • • • , • 

• ni:a:,', • .,,,1:, 1 l:l nac -,~ DtC l ~- • •• 
- ' T' ' • • 

(,"~ '"~ ... "' :1,a•li1JD, D'l', ,s,•) 
It ia t.ba fatbar' • duty to rebuke his eon in order to improve hie 
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••lte bi• older eon. 

(Otaar DiDSII Uainbaaia, I) 

Parent• an al•o n•pouible to ... to it tbat their children are 

adequately prepared to take vbat la probably the •1Dgle moat important 

atep 1n 1 ife: 

~,;~~ •D~ ;ns nK ~•n~~~- ... ,,n,l ➔~ 1•J~ nK K•w~, ~••n ~Kn ~ ' • : • • : • : - : .., • ,...,. ... , - ? • - .,.~ 

flle htber ta napoutltle to a,rry off bu eon• and bia daugbtara, • 

and to clothe hie daughter •• befit• her, and to provide her with • 

dowry. 

(Shulcban Aruch, Oracb CbaJim) 

It abould be pointed out that though aome of tbe•• aourceo are 

taken from medieval Rabbinic literature, they are all based upon the 

teacb1D1• of the R.abbia of the Talmud. ·Thia ia not altogether the caae 

~~t~be next· •tateaeu. During the period of the Talaud, education was 

generally g~ared toward tbe male child. There were a number of vocn9n 

who were aatonlahingly well educated -- but this waa rare. A• was the 

caae with the entire world, from ancient to relatively recent times, formal 

education waa oriented toward the 11Ale children. In this connection, 

• •tatement that reflects • point of view that 1• later than that of the 

llabbinlc Period 1a of c;ouat.derable lntereat: 

.~~~~~ ,\1n~, ~i,.~ ... n,~•n ~,,~ nJn~4 a•n~ ,o~l ni,,,n ~12\1 .. - , : • : -;- • • ,- • • .. ••• i • •• - : .. ,. ' ... : • 9': - • • 

Tbl educatioa of youna atrl• la entruated to tha motlier and aha 

aaat educate tbaa 1D the proper unner ..• to NV, and to cook. Aleo •• 

•ball teach tbaa the quali.ty of IMdeat-.y •• t:hnee t-radftf.oul practice• 

(Otzar Dini.a U•iGbagia, 139) 
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You might bep Chia 1tateaant urefally 1n alDd, becau1e we will 

be returnina to it at the end of thia brochure. 

It ought to be clear enough by now that u far •• the labbie were 

cOGCemed a parent 11 re1pon11ble for the pbyaical, •piritual, intellectual, 

and econoalc.wlfare of hia children -- for every upect of their 

ltvea. Ro parent baa a right to deny thta reaponaibility. 

Obligation, of Children to Parent• 

low let ua ••• bow the Rabbis apelled out the obligation• of the 

.child to the parent. How we fulfill tbeae obligatiou ia clearly dependent 

upon the attitude a child bu toward hie parents. Aaaumiog the 

attitude 11 a positive one, it can take two forms: a Hue of awe 

bordering on fear, and a feeling of reapect . Here ia how tbe Rabbi• 

dlatinguiabed between the two: 

Our ltabbia taught: What la "fear'' aDd what ia "hc.,,;ior'''? 

"Pear" ••• that be (the ion) auat ne ttbar atand 1D 

hla (the father's) place DH elt in bia rlaoe. nor contradict 

hia vorda, nor t t.p tbl ■cal•• aaalaat him ( that 11, if hi• 

fatbar l• in a diapute vitb aothar peraon, hla ion auat not 

•id• vlth hi.a opponant). "BGDor" •au that ha muat atv• 

bill food ad drlak, clotbe aad c.over bill, lead him lD and out. 
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eileat, ju1t u doSa eat and are elleat." In aoch an instance, .. 

he feeda ht• father on fattened cbickena, but be inherit Bell. 

Row ta it poeelble that a man might put bis father to vork tJa 

a aill and inherit Paradi••T It one bappeaed that a man • 

working in hta ■ill. The kiq decreed ■111 r• ebould b brou&ht 

to work for him (for be king). Ba Mid (t hie fat r): 

•rat r, go and work in th• ■ill 1n my place (and I wi 1 go 

to work for the king). For it may be (that the worker• will 

be) ill-treated; in whicb caae let• be ill-treated ill plac 

of you. And it mey be (tbat the worker• will be) beacen; 1D 

which e&N let • be beaten inatead of you." Io auch aa 

iuatance, he puta hie father to work 

Paradiae. 

a 11, but he inherit• 

l■i, Peah, 1) 

An then aay limit• to tbe reepect one ought to •how oae '• parent•? 

&are la an lntenatlna atory by wy of anawr to that qu ation. 

llote that the baro of tba atory la a IIOll•.Jew: 

··• .... 

<•'•" ,t"o,,p) 

!bay ulrad labbl Ila: "Bait far elaauld GM can, tM principle of 

boDol1:9& w'• pare11tat" Ill npli-'s "Go aad - vbat w Gntlle 

clid • ID Aahulan 1 vbo•• M■I vu Dlaa aon of .. ts-. OM tilla tba 
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but •inc• tbe key (to tbl •r~hendtae) va n1tiD1 under tbe bead of hu 

fatbar vbo vaa aleep, be would not trouble bbl.: 

(Kidduahln, 31a) 

Bin la bcw another a.bbl re1ponded to that que1tion: 

They aa)'.ed .ltabbi Eleazar: "How far doea the principle of h<•nor of 

father aml aotbe.:- extend?" He replied: •1v9n if the father should 

take a 1111r1e of money end th!9ow it into the sea.in hi.a •on'• pre,ence, 

the •o.i 1hould Rltill not reproach him." 

(ltidduabin, 32:.) 

The l\~bi:4 were fond of telling atorie• which exemplified l(leal 

behavior t~wara parent•: 

~~• o ~ ,, , p., p p 9 D J"" n :i w :i :i, s n , i n 7 '; " a,, :t,, , 1 ; D, tJ ··., ,rl ; r., at 
s-:• :•: r-1 r•·: • ••-, T:-r :• •: • 

~',';mnn" :a:,, :i,nK .\,pl'1 a,n~n ~ol~J1 :i,n nnac a,o -~nan', n,,~n~ ,, 
: • : ' 'I.. T : T , • I • T-1 : \ • : TY - - - - • T • ; T • ' ,: -. '"" . . . ' . 

·•?:,', :iw, :'ID" i;it, ,1,z,tc ... ,ac,z, "'lh1' ,,l::, ':1 l:11J :t,i'IW ,'l:l ,,!).,t) ,., "' 
• 'T T T' •: ? : T' ., • ,. T ' • •: • ~ :- -

• 
, ~~~ l ~ ~ , 0, ~~~ 'I~~ l ;! :1:y;, ., '-" I'll:" : ,.~ ~ ,~~ • :,~~-~'1 in, K D;f~ :,~~ ~ • 

".,~~~ ~~ ~,,n~ n,DKV ,,~ 
- •• • - T:'f•,• .._ 

Rabbi Tarfon • a 110ther once walked in tba courtyard oa the Sabbath 

and bar aandal broke. Rabbi TarfOII w11t ad placed bi.a tw bmd-. uader 

her feet 10 that aba walked on tbla until 1ba nacbad bar bed. OIIII ti.1111 

he bee- 111, and thl aag a wnt ill to viait hla. Sba ••id to tbllU 

IIJtra, for a.bbl Tarfo111 ll'f aOD 1 for ba atve• • an eac•••lve --~ 

baaor.• Ibey ••Y to bar: "llbat did i. do to youT• Iba told tbell of 



I 

• 

Conflict• in the Rolle 

Family eaaflicta are lnffitable. Often tbay .... illpoeathle to 

•olve. Suppoae, for ex•ple, you received confllctin1 r~•t• from 

your parent•. Whom would you obey? Here 1• bow eome of tbe hbbia 

reapoDded to thia problem: 

• (x , :,::1-, n•t·•-,:i) .1 •',1p11 a:,•.1'711 ,•.1n , "•1ac,,n , •:aac, ,zuc 
• : ·: ., : ·1 • - Y' • • ..,. : • 

Througbout the Torah, (vberewr father and mother are 

mntioned together) the father ia mentioned fir1t, except 

la one place where it ia atateds "A un ahall fear bia 

11Dtber and father.• Thia teaches ua that both are equa!ly 

deaerving of tbe •- respect. 

ca.reabtt Rabbah. 1) 

Inaofar u reapect ta coucera.ed, tblu, one muat reapect both parent• 

equally • . Bat in the cue of a conflict --

.,•?~ ,i:i~~ a~_:i,!~ .:1.~~1 ;,~!, ~,·~~ ,,:ir "!~~ .;I~.~ ,;:1~ "!~ 
(at:&<'1 ,1'12'11,p) 

rather aaya: "Give me water," and mother aaya: IIGive • water." 

Vblch one of them auat be obeyed f irat'l Put ulde tba hollor of your 

aotber ad fulf 111 the honor of your father, becau•• both you and your 

•tber are obligated to honor your father. 

(Kldcluehln, 31a) 

What la your r••tioD to thta teacht111? Do you aane vi.th . i&! 

• Bolf do you neolft 1tallar collfllcta ill your f•ilyT 

latereatt.Daly noup, 11ba1a a altuatloll exiatecl that poNd a daapr 

t.o l.t..fe • anot.llln ..aoEt ot ~ob:, ,... 'Ill~- laeo -es.et.tea: 

;r... 11•2•~ a,;, \a,, ,;a,~ a,1p •~n ,~2•a i2~, 1~3., •1n n~n ~ __ , ., -: -.· .. . •.- -· ,.,, • • • ri ~'f' 

<•ai, ,n,,.,,n) .a'J-_:,', nD,i.P. . . .. , .. 
• • 
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He and his father and his teacher were held captive (by non-Jews), 

he precedes his teacher (in being ransomed), his teacher precedes his 

father, and his mother precedes them all. 

(Horoyoth, 13a) 

In a conflict of loyalties between a father and a teacher, the 

Rabbis taught: 

If the son gained much wisdom (while he sat) before his teacher, 

his teacher comes always before his father, since both he and his 

father are bound to honor the teacher. 

(Mishna Krituth, 6:9) 

Now consider this conflict between a mother and a son: 
• 

20) ;,-,y,1" :o:i, ;,-,t,~ ,,,lni:,.-,', ,,,y ;,',:,.pi :itt:i ',ttY2:>t:J., ,., ,o ir.,r; 
• : - •4• .,- -., .' -,,- ' ' - : ., ~ • -r : • : T 1' '' • : • '.' • 

,~l'n~:,.-, ',~ CM'lg ~2):,,:,nl :,yi ;,niK:,. ·•,~:,.J ,:,. .lM~l il'RW ,'ll ',~yr.,0,3 
• __. • .• , ,• •, t ! : - : • -r r .,, r .., • • ' '• •,' • \ ,, T : • ; 
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The mother of Rabbi Yishmael came and angrily objected to the rabbis. 

She said to them: "Rebuke Yishmael my son, for he does not respect mel 11 

The Rabbis paled with embarrassment and said: ''Does Rabbi Yishmael really 

not respect his parents?" "Just what did he do?" She said: ''When he 

leaves the Beth-Hamidrash I request to wash his feet ••• and he does not 

allow me. 11 They aaid to him (to llabbi Yishmael): "Since such is her will, 

let her be honored in thia way." 

(Yeruahalmi Peah, Ch. 1:1) 

that thia ia a aomewhat at.~ao• atory. ~onaider 

l it t:o t follovlq very real aituation: 



Tit& E.tlc.i.u o& Cl&Ud-PWJ&t R&latiOIU 
- 12 -

I • 

An •Ila& aotbar love• to Mrv• 1 ast_, ••1• to blllr lnMl ■on 

ever, tiM be viait• bar and doe not allow hill to h81p her with 

the diahee. The aoa le duuyed by the tilll ad effort expnded 

by hu aothlr in pnparia1 for bill, and VODder• vbatbar ha abould 

make 1••• frequent vi.alt• to bar. 

What do Jou tbiak be ought to do? 

Can you think of incident• in your life when there bu Neu a conflict 

between what your parent• and your grandparent• urge you to do? Wb011 

an you aore obligated to obey -- your parent• or your graadpareDt1! 

Ban ia vbat the B.abbia teach: 

A~ ba1 a 1reater obligation to honor ia father than hi• 

grandfather. 

(leraahit Rabab, 84) 

Why do you think the llabbia eay that the parent should be obeyed 

rather than the grandparent when the two conflict? 

Now we come to a very aerioue problem. The biblical cCW1■ad•nt "Honor 

thy father and thy mother" i• a brief 1tateaent which 11 not further 

elaborated. The coaaandment "Thou ehalt fear the Lord thy God" 1• alao 

brtef. The teenager who uaociatea with Jewiah youth 1110Vements, who 

attenda Jeviah summer camps, obaervea J wiab 1.,, and uphold• Jewt•h 

value• ofte lives in a home where hi• par~nt• do not abare his intere1t 

in Juda1••• It will aOtDetime• occur that he ia aak.ed by hie parent• to 

perform• taak which 1• in conflict with that which be b•lievea God 

deunda of him. 

-itonor thy f~ther and thy mother" and "Thou shalt fear the Lord 

thy Cod•--, aomatimea be iu direct conflict. Note .b.ov...tba· labbl~ 



reacted to auch a situation: 

• .,,~l~l D~~,,n 0~ ~ 
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Should a rerson matnta~n that tlw honQr of fat~er aud -.iactber auspe~d• 

the Sabbath? The Bible say1 (in th! •~ versa): You shall fear your 

f&ther and mother and obGEn.~e my Sabhath all ~.f you are obligated with 

I\' pect to my honor. 

(Yabamoth, Sb) 

The follo~ing statements pertain to similar conflict• of loyalty: 
. . , ' \.,. nit.y"J i1'tSZ>•' ",0~~ '\l,:.r~o :i~lN tc~~ :~!?lN ~:n,1: l~ i_!?.'!t.,\ ---:-- ... , . . " . , . .. 

f • • • 1nlJ~~ D'~''" K~Nl 'lR~ .~,1~~ nK ~W~Yl ~~G ,,~~ ~ln "'JU T ; • • ~ r-- t- .., : • -; ••• "T' ~ • •• ,., •• , l .,,-- ! ' ·1 _,,,, - • 

'~ ~~ ri,?~ - a,-~~ •i1 ~~ n\b?" ,;p~ c~ ~,!iR n1~~~ T~ •~'0 
.,~~~ ,i~~~ M~n ~~•, o~,n~ 

, T : • ' •• •1 4 • ,, -

Eleazer by\ M<',tya says: "If F.&ther say :"Cet me a drick of water," 

and at th aame time (I have) •~other mitzv~h to perform, I negle~t the 

honor of my fatl~r and peTform the. mit&vah, for I and my father are 

obligated to pe1·~\)rm the mit&;rah." I•i ben Judah says: "If others are 

available to perfc1rm tba aitzva;1, then they abould do ao I ao tbat he 

abould obey hie fathe~•• coaaaad.• 

(Kttduahin, 32a) 
j 

~ :l1 ~,!':I!~~ 1 ~ h ·~~ .,!., 0~ "?~ ; ! i D\ ~ l1~! :l.: !' ;i. ~ ~ ;a 1 ,1:?-i ., ~ 
.;•~n •;• ;; JDwn d~ "M~, n~\lJ~ 

~ ' "I • : • r~ • -1-

lch r 1ay1 to y,ou, ou an obli.pcl co ob•J• 

•at lf • • to you• bow 4CNn to f.do1.• •" you auat o.ot obey ... hi • 
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We learned: ''Thou 1halt fear thy fat.a,r and aotber.," It 1• 

po111ble that hi• father 1ball aay to bill: "Defile your1elf," or, "Do 

not repent.• Should he obey bill? ert° ture, tberwfore, etate1: "rbou. 

shalt fer thy father and aotber and obaerve my commandments, I am the 

Lord thy God.• !ach md every o 

to honor• 

f o 1 &Iida under the obligation 

(Yebamotb, 6a) 

Rote care fully, however, bow one 11 1uppo• d to react to a parent 

in auch a conflict ■ ituation: 

"' .,:S!y ,,:iac :,,:,w ,.,:, .,c,.1n, 
- • T ~ 't' '• •• T • - ' • • f • 

iD1K K',K ,":,,\n ,,:ii ',1 .,:iy 
., T '.' .- ', ~ • - y 1 - 'r 

."M~:, ~» :,,\n~ ~~n~ K,p~" i,~ ~i,K -~M f~M ~l,,n 
' - • - ~ T , • •' T '• • • ; -(ac :KD ,,~,,nlo) • 

We have learned: If 01111 1 1 fatbar trana1ree1ea a precept of the 

Torah he ahould not ••Y to hill: "Patber, you have trausn•••d a precept 

of the Torah." He abould rather ■ay: "Father, doe■ thia correspoad to 

what it 1ay1 ln the TorahtN Are oot these two 1tatement■ the, ... , lather 

ha abould 1ay: "The ver1e fr t Torah atatea ■ucb and aucb." 

(Sanhedrin• 81a) 
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