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April 27, 1992 

Mrs. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Adele, 

In 1993 we will be celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's birth. We 
intend to commemorate this important milestone with a 
series of appropriate events throughout the year 1993, 
involving not only The Temple congregation, but also 
the entire community. 

Dr. Susannah Heschel, who holds the Abba Hillel 
Silver Chair at Case Western Reserve University, has 
graciously agreed to participate in the planning of 
our commemorative events, and she will be with us at 
the first meeting of the planning committee. 

I invite you to be a member of the planning 
committee for the Abba Hillel Silver Centenary Year, 
and I hope that you will be able to accept this 
invitation. The first meeting will be 

At The Temple Branch 
May 13, 1992 

4:30 P.M. 

Unless we hear otherwise from you, we shall 
assume your acceptance. If you do not wish to serve 
on this committee, please call Carole at 791-7755 
before May 9th. 

Warm regards, 

~~i~Bedol 
President 
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May 7, 1992 

Dear Susannah, 

I'm sending you a copy of my response to The Temple president's 
invitation to me to serve on Dad Silver's centennial committee. 
As you can see, I've expressed--as briefly and clearly and fairly 
as possible, I hope--my own reservations about a year-long (or 
even half-year-long) effort at celebration. I've also told her 
that you're going to be able to explain my concerns and speak 
for me, although you have rather different views of the approach 
--and possibility--of more elaborate and ambitious celebrations. 

Wonderful seeing you the other night! Sorry that Patricia and I 
didn't get to the Wednesday night lecture, as both of of us would 
have enjoyed hearing you do your thing! Another time, I trust. 

I'll be in New York til the 17th--call me there, if you want to: 
212/787-7651. 

Love, 
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THE TEMPLE - TIFERETH ISRAEL 

July 22, 1992 8:00 AN at The Te■ple Branch 

SUMMARY NOTES 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER CENTENARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

ATTENDANCE: Sis Gottlieb, Vice-chair; Rabbi Benjamin A. 
Kamin, Adviser; James Reich, Chairman; Ernest 
Siegler, Vice-chair. 

James Reich opened the meeting by relating the circumstances 
of a recent meeting between Mina Kulber and Abba Eban on a 
f11ght from Israel to New York. According to Mina, Eban 
expressed interest in participating in a program honoring 
the memory of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. He planned to be in 
New York the entire month of July and he gave Mina his 
address there. Rabbi Kamin wrote to Eban in New York on 
July 8 to confirm the interest of our congregation in 
engaging him as a featured speaker next spring. No reply 
has been received yet. In discussion it was agreed by all 
present that Abba Eban would be an ideal speaker for a major 
event at the Main Temple honoring Rabbi Silver. His 
eloquence and name recognition would assure a full house, it 
was agreed. His availability and the size of his fee are 
the only question marks. Rabbi Kamin is to try to contact 
him again to determine these points. 

Other possible speakers were discussed, in the event that 
Abba Eban would not be available. The following were 
discussed as suitable possibilities: 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch, Director of World Union for 
Progressive Judaism 

Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk, President of Hebre~ Union 
College 

Mayor Teddy Ko11ek of Jerusalem 
Yitzak Navon, former President of Israel 

The desirability of developing an audio/video presentation 
on the life of Rabbi Silver was discussed. This could be 
done from existing material in the archives and other 
sources. Such a project could have several uses - possible 
showing on one of the local TV stations, use in our 
Religious School, sale of copies to Temple members and other 
interested parties, etc. Natalie Epstein began work on such 
a project a few years ago, but suspended the work when Rabbi 
Dan's illness began. Jim Reich agreed to contact Natalie to 
determine her interest in completing the project. Bud 

rweidenthal and Lee Goldman were mentioned as writers who 
right help with this project. 
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Abba Hillel Silver Centenary Executive Committee 

It was agreed that Dr. Susannah Heschel can serve as an 
important scholarly resource for our programs, and also 
serve as liason to the Case Western Reserve University 
community. It was decided that we should invite her to 
accept the title of Scholar-Advisor to the Silver Centenary 
Committee. Rabbi Kamin was to issue the invitation to her. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 AM. 

Submitted by James M. Reich 

cc: Sherry Gluchov 
Alan Krause 
Adele Silver 
Raphael Silver 
Barbara Goldfarb 
Tom Mendelsohn 
Dr. Susannah Heschel 
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September 11, 1992 

Mr. James M. Reich 
Chairman 

RAPHAIU~ D. SILVER 

600 MADISON AVENUE • 18TH FLOOR 

NEW YORK. NEW YORK I 0022 

(2 1 2, 355-0200 

Abba Hillel Silver Centenary Committee 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Jim: 

Thank you for your letter of August 28, 1992. I was 

pleased to learn that The Temple is planning a 

Centenary event celebrating the 100th anniversary of 

Dad's birth. 

I would be pleased to serve as honorary chairman of 

the Silver Centenary Committee if I could be consulted 

regarding the plans for this proposed event. I am 

concerned, for example, that the date you have 

currently selected, Friday evening May 7, 1993, would 

preclude the participation of other Rabbis and other 

congregations in the Cleveland community in this 

celebration because of conflict with their own Sabbath 

observances. It seems appropriate that a celebration 

of Dad's centenary should allow other congregations in 

Cleveland to participate in the commemoration of Dad's 

life and his rabbinate. 

I look forward to hearing further from you. 

With best regards, 

cc: Alan Krause 
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THE TEMPLE-TIFERETH ISRAEL 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER CENTENARY 

NOVEMBER 11, 1992 

"A Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver" 

SUMMARY NOTES 

ATT~NDANCE: Rabbi Benjamin Alon Kamin, Alan M. Krause, President, James 
M. Reich, Chairman, Sis Gottlieb, Sherry Gluchov, Ernest 
Siegler, Vice-Chairmen, Barbara Goldfarb. 

James Reich opened the discussion by announcing that negotiations for Amb. 
Abba Eban as keynote speaker for the May 16, 1993 event have been 
successfully completed at a fee of $12,500. 

Meeting agendas, a list of proposed dinner guests, and an estimated budget 
were then distributed. 

I. Sunday, May 16, 1993 Event 

1. Additional dinner guests added. Revised copy is attached. 

2. It was suggested that the event have a stated "purpose". The 
committee felt making the Abba Hillel Silver Archives accessible 
to scholars and students would be an excellent use of any net 
proceeds. Other ideas will also be explored. 

3. The dinner,program and lecture will all take place at the Main 
Temple. 

4. There will be no charge for those attending the lecture only. It 
will be free and open to the public. A full-house could mean 
1,900 in attendance. 

5. Special audio and visual effects, as well as the use of special 
displays (ex. large photos, etc.) will be considered as part of 
the evening. 

6. Format of the evening (Program) may include: 

A. Greeting from the Congregation (Welcome) 
Alan M. Krause, President (who introduces) 

Raphael Silver, Honorary Chairman 
Brief Remarks (who introduces) 
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C. James M. Reich, Chairman, Abba Hillel Silver 
Centenary Committee 
Brief Remarks (includes thank you to Vice-Chairs) 
(who introduces) 

D. Rabbi Benjamin Alon Kamin (Senior) Rabbi 
Brief Remarks (who introduces) 

E. Amb. Abba Eban 
Keynote Speaker 

NOTE: Because this is a centenary celebration it was felt that all 
remarks be up-beat and crisp. A funereal atmosphere, created 
by eulogistic comments, is to be avoided. It was also felt a 
robed processional was not appropriate. 

7. Based on the estimated budget the Committee felt $100 per 
person, (Patron) in addition to $500 per person (Benefactor) 
is the best way to price evening. Goal is 200 + dinner guests. 

8. All dinner guests (Benefactors, Patrons and Special Guests) will 
receive reserved, preferred seating and valet parking. 

9. Amb. Eban is expected to attend the dinner and visit with the 
guests. 

10. Benefactors ($500) will also receive a memento of evening. 
(Suggestions include Amb. Eban's latest book, autographed) 

~'~/There has also been a suggestion to place the names 
\Benefactors on a permanent plaque to be hung in the 

11. Still to be Determined: 
Name of May 16th event. 
Assignment of Additional Volunteers: 
Dinner, Program, Invitations, etc. 

ERNEST SIEGLER, Vice-Chairman will Chair Benefactor 
S 1 • ·t ~· o 1.ci a'-ions. 

II .• rch, 1993 - Adult Education Series 

of all 
Archives. 

Dr. Alan Levenson of the Cleveland College of Jewish Studies will 
teach a four part series on Monday evenings starting March 1, 
1993. Classes will be held from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at The 
Temple Branch. This lecture/discussion series is structured 
around Abba Hillel Silver's book "Where Judaism ·Differed." 
Dr. Levenson's fee is $800. 

It was suggested that the T.W.A. or Outreach Committee may be 
interested in funding a portion of this project. Also, suggested 
was T.R.S. Teachers, High School Students, and Confirmation Class 
Students be encouraged to participate. 

SHERRY GLUCHOV, Vice-Chairman will Chair the Adult Education 
Series. 

6 
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III. Bulletin Excerpts Throughout 1993 

IV. 

v. 

Beginning in January, 1993 all Temple Bulletins will contain selected 
excerpts from Abba Hillel Silver's writing. Claudia Fechter, Ellen 
Whitehill and Natalie Epstein are all available to help. 

SIS GOTTLIEB, Vice-Chairman will Chair the Literary Selection 
Committee. 

Additional Centenary Projects 

1. Display case in Branch Foyer curated by Mina Kulber has been 
completed. 

2. At the close of Buber Exhibit, Loggia in The Temple Branch will 
feature Abba Hillel Silver Centenary display. 

3. Literary Club on January 25, 1993 will discuss "Abba Hillel 
Silver: A Profile in American Judaism", by Marc Raphael. 

4. Sunday School will take trips to Main Temple to visit Museum and 
Abba Hillel Silver's study. 

5. Temple Religious School - The study of Abba Hillel Silver is part 
of the 9th and 10th grade curriculum. 

6. Essay Contest suggested - Winner gets prize (Trip to Israel?). 

National and Local Publicity 

1. Reform Judaism Magazine - Article proposed. 

2. Interest in a child's biography of Abba Hillel Silver. 

3. Local coverage in Cleveland Jewish News, Plain Dealer, Sun Press, 
etc. 

4. 

BEG:gzg 

Enc. 
-.il<.. dl ,,__, ,._,..,t, 'I;~..,_,,_~ 

~---;c--,l,~ /.--;,r 
~r- ---
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Abba Eban 

GUESTS OF THE TEMPLE 
A.H.S. CENTENARY DINNER 

REVISED 

Rabbi and Mrs. Benjamin Kamin 
Rabbi Rosette Haim, Mr. Marshall Barron 
Dr. Susannah Heschel 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Mendelsohn 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fechter 
Ms. Alice Licker 
Mrs. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Ms. Sarah Silver cL 
Mr. Jonathpn" Silver 
Mr. ar1d Mr■ . Michael Silver 4 1-1 ~ . w 
Ms. Dina Silver - Mr. Steve Persky 
Ms. Marisa Silver - Mr. Ken Kwapis 
Ms. Claudia Silver - Mr. Dean Wareham 
Mr. H..- . 4("V" 

Additional Guests? (Subject to discussion) 

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Yanowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hoffman 
Mayor and Mrs. Michael White 
Rev. and Mrs. Marvin McMickle 
Bishop Anthony Pilla 
Rabbi and Mrs. David Hachen 
Mayor and Mrs. Harvey Friedman 
President Cleveland Area Board of Rabbis - John ~nd Susan Stone 
President - Orthodox Rabbinic Council 

7 
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May 16, 19 9 3 

A.H.S. CentenalLy Event 
Amb. Abba Eban - Speake.IL 

VARIABLE EXPENSES 

Item 

Executive Club (Jane Bel.6ito) 
VinnelL - Veal OIL Salmon @$32 
Inc. '.6 1 OIL 2 Ho1t.6d'oev1Le.6 

Table Set-up @$5 
Table, Cloth, ChailL.6, CentelL-piece.6 : 

Lab OIL ( S elLv eti ). plu.6 1 7 % • GILatuity @$8 

Wine (Call601tnla) @$4 

TOTAL VARIABLE EXPENSES 

FIXEV EXPENSES 

PILintlng - Invitation.6 (1700) 
and PILogJt.am.6 (2000) 

Speake.IL - Abba Eban 
TILavel, Hotel, Ml.6c. 

Mu.6ical Soloi.6t - at Vinne.lL . 
Valet Pa1Lking (NOW Valet Se1tvice) 
S (l C. UIL,tt. y 

Po.6tage (Fl1L.6t ClM.6) 
Cu.6todlal Sta66 (OvelLtime) 
P1Lopo.6ed Gue.6t.6 [25 pltobable.) 
TOTAL FIXEV EXPENSES 

roT AL EX PENS ES 

VARIABLE 
FIXEV 

1 O O Gue.6t.6 

$ 3,200 

500 

800 

400 

$4,900 

$ 4,800 

12,500 
650 

100 

300 

100 

440 
150 
15 0 

$14,990 

100 Gue.6 t.6 
$ 4,900 

14,990 

150 Gue.6.t.6 

$ 4,800 

150 

1,200 

600 

$1,350 

150 Gue.6t.6 -
$ 1,350 

14,990 

2 0 0 Gue.6t.6 

$ 6,400 

1,000 

1,600 

800 

$9,800 

2 0 0 Gue.6 t.6 
$ 9,800 

14,99Q_ 
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May 1 6, 19 9 3 

A.H.S. Ce.nte.na4y Event 
Amb. Abba Eban - Spe.ake.4 

VARIABLE EXPENSES 

Item 

Exe.c.utive. Club [Jane. Be.l.6ito) 
Vinne.4 - Ve.al o4 Salmon @$32 
I n c. . ' .6 1 o 4 2 f-1 o 4.6 d ' o e. v 4 e..6 

Table. Set-up @$5 
Table., Cloth, Chai4.6, Ce.nte.4-

pi e.c.e..6 

Labo4 (Se.4ve.JL&} plu.6 17% · G4atuity 
@$8 

Wine. (Cali6o4nia) @$4 

TOTAL VARIABLE EXPENSES 

FIXEV EXPENSES 

P4inting - Invitation.6 (7700) 
and P4og4am.6 (2000) 

Spe.a~e.Jt - Abba Eban 
T4ave.l, f-lote.l, Mi.6c.. 

Mu.t>ic.al Soloi.t>t - at Vinne.4 . 
Valet Pa4king (NOW Valet Se.1tvic.e.) 
S e. c. u1t-i.:t y 

Po.t>tage. (Fi4.6t ClM.t>) 
Cu.t>todial Sta66 (Ove.4time.) 
P4opo.t>e.d Gue..t>t.6 [25 p4obable.) 
TOTAL FIXEV EXPENSES 

TOT A L EXP ENS ES 

VARIABLE 
FIXEV 

TOfAL 

100 Gue..6t.6 

$ 3,200 

500 

800 

400 

$4,900 

$ 4,800 

12,500 
650 

100 
300 

100 

440 
150 
15 0 

$14,990 

10 0 Gue..6t.6 
$ 4,900 

14,99~ 
$19,890 

lNCOME (Two di66e.1te.nt a.6.t>umption.6) 

Inc.ome. at $100 601t Pat1ton.6 
Be.ne.6ac.to4.6 at $500 

TOTAL #11 (@$100) 

Inc.ome. at $125 604 Pat4on.6 
Be.ne.6aeto4.6 at $500 

TOTAL H2 (@ $725) 

100 Gue.t>t.6 
$10,000 

• 2 0 

1 o, _o o·o 

$ 2 o, o o·o 

12,500 
20 

10,000 
$22,500 

1 SO Gue..6 t.6 

$ 4,800 

150 

1,200 

600 

$7,350 

1 5 0 Gue..6 t-6 -
$ 1,350 

14,990 
$22,340. 

1 SO Gue..6 t.6 
$15,000 

30 
15,000 

$30,000 

18,1S0 
30 

15,000 
$33,750 

2 0 0 Gue..6t.6 

$ 6,400 

1,000 

1,600 

80 0 

$9,800 

2 0 0 Gue..6 t.6 
$ 9,800 

14,99Q_ 
$24,190 

200 Gue..6t.6 
$20,000 

40 
20,000 

$40,000 

' 2S,000 
40 

20,000 
$45,000 
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ABBA HILLEL SILVER CENTENARY COMMITTEE 
DECEMBER 9, 1992 

"A Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Ral:>bi Abba Hillel Silver" 

SUMMARY NOTES 

Attendance: Marilyn Bedol, Marjorie Brock, Roger Carran, Margo Chaitoff, 
Marian Englander, Don and Tuda Evans, Claudia Fechter, Sherry 
Gluchov, Lee Goldman, Sis Gottlieb, Alan Gross, Irving Kane, 
Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin, William Katz, Marie Ruth Kearns, 
Alan and Karen Krause, Morris Levin, Ruth Mayers, Bobby 
Meisel, Claire Morgenstern, Jim and Bobbi Reich, . Diana 
Rudolph, Esther Saginor, Marcia Schumann, Clare Shaw, Ernest 
Siegler, Adele Silver, Naomi Singer, Louise Sternberg, Fran 
Tramer, Jules Vinney. 

Chairman James Reich opened the meeting by announcing that although it had 
been several months since the last committee meeting, a great deal had 
been accomplished in the interim. The purpose of this meeting was to 
inform the committee of the current status of the various projects of the 
Silver Centenary year, and to solicit ideas and suggestions. 

He then introduced three Vice-Chairmen of the committee and others who 
will be in charge of various Centenary year projects. A summary of each 
of their reports follows: 

Sis Gottlieb - Vice Chairman: She stated that each Temple Bulletin, 
starting January, 1993 and continuing through the year, will contain a 
brief excerpt from Rabbi Silver's writings, sermons, books, etc. A sub
committee has been formed and will have the responsibility of selecting 
the Bulletin excerpts. 

Sherry Gluchov, Vice-Chairman: She announced that an Adult Education 
series would take place at the Branch starting Monday evening, March 1, 
1993, and continue for four consecutive Monday evenings. The 
lecture/discussion series will be structured around Rabbi Silver's book 
"Where Judaism Differed." Professor Alan Levenson, a faculty member of 
the Cleveland College of Jewish Studies, will teach the four sessions, 
which will be from 8 - 10 P.M. each evening. "Where Judaism differed" is 
available from the TWA Gift Shop. The series will be co-sponsored by the 
TWA, TMC, and the Outreach Committee. There will be no charge for the 
series, and it will be open to the entire community. 

Claudia Fechter, Temple Librarian and Museum Director: She reported that 
an exhibit of interesting items from the Abba Hillel Silver Archives will 
be mounted in the Museum cases in the Branch loggia early in 1993. 
Volunteers are needed and welcome to help with this exhibit. The National 
Foundation for Jewish Culture may be interested in sponsoring this as a 
traveling exhibit to other cities. She also called attention to the 
showcase in the Branch lobby containing a number of items from the Silver 
Archives. This exhibit was mounted by Mina Kulber . 
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James Reich then announced that the main event of the Centenary year 
would take place on May 16, 1993 at the Main Temple. Abba Evan will be 
the featured speaker, paying tribute to Rabbi Silver. The program will 
take place in the Silver Sanctuary. A fund raising dinner in the Social 
Hall will precede the program in the Silver Sanctuary. The purpose will 
be to raise funds to cover the expenses of the evening. All profit over 
expenses will be used to fund the preservation, cataloging and duplication 
of the Abba Hillel Silver Archives, so that they can be more easily 
accessed and available to scholars throughout the world. The evening will 
be promoted as a major community event. The Silver family and a number of 
political, communal, and religious leaders from the general community and 
the Jewish community will be invited as guests. We expect to fill the 
Silver Sanctuary to its capacity of 1900. Mr. Reich then introduced - - -

Clare Shaw, Dinner Chairman: She announced that Karen Krause will be a 
co-chair for the dinner. We hope to have 300 or more attendees for the 
dinner. The dinner will be catered, and will be of the finest quality, as 
befits this occasion. There are many aspects to the dinner besides the 
food: invitations, seating arrangements, flowers, music, etc. Many 
volunteers will be needed to help. 

Ernest Siegler, Vice-Chairman: He announced that there will be two levels 
of pricing for the dinner participants. Patrons will pay $100 per person, 
and Benefactors will pay $500 per person. In addition, there will be a 
number of non-paying guests. We hope to have 50 or more benefactors. Some 
committee members felt that a third category of paying guests should be 
established at $250 per person to accommodate those who cannot pay $500, 
but are willing to pay more than $100. By a show of hands, the committee 
approved adding the $250 category. A substantial portion of each payment 
category will be a tax-deductible donation for the payer. 

Lee Goldman, PUblic Relations Director: She has met with Cindy 
Dettelbach, editor of the Cleveland Jewish News to discuss future 
publicity for the Silver Centenary year. She will give us a page on Rabbi 
Silver, consisting of photos and a retrospective piece by Lee. CJN will 
also carry several short items to announce Centenary events as they occur. 
They will also run an advance piece on the Abba Eban evening, and cover 
the event as well. CJN is also willing to run an article on Judaica art 
in The Temple Museum, which was donated or obtained through the efforts of 
Rabbi Silver. The media list will also include the Plain Dealer, Akron 
Beacon-Journal, Sun Newspapers, the News Herald, and any other appropriate 
weeklies. She will also release a story on the Centenary and Abba Evan's 
appearance to the New York Times, all periodicals in the Jewish newspaper 
syndicate, religious magazines, etc. Info about May 16 event will go to 
Growth Association calendar, Northern Ohio Live, Cleveland Magazine. Lee 
will prepare media bits for all major print media. The Temple Bulletin 
will also be heavily used to announce an promote all Centenary events. 

Suggestions from the Committee Members: 

1. Starting with January Temple Bulletins "save the date" reminders for 
May 16. 

2. Develop a special logo to be used in the Bulletin for all Centenary 
events. 
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3. Ask Temple members to send letters of "memories" of Rabbi Silver, to 
be mounted and displayed at May 16 dinner. 

President Alan Krause and Rabbi Kamin both expressed their pleasure 
with the plans already made and the good participation of so many Temple 
members. 

James Reich thanked all for attending, and expressed the hope that 
they will each be active in some phase of the Centenary activities, and 
each attend the May 16 dinner. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 P.M. 
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D 1230 

INTRODUCTION OF F ASB 
RESOLUTION 

(~1s. ESHOO asked and was given per
mission to addreBB the House for 1 
minute and to rev1se and extend her re
marks.) 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, the Finan-
cial Accounting Standards Board. THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
known as FASB, proposed a require- RESTORATION ACT 
me!lt that companies deduct from their (Ms. SHEPHERD asked and was 
profits the value of stock options g1ven permission to address the House 
granted to employees. for 1 minute and revise and extend her 

Although the Board's intent-to im- remarks.) 
prove disclosure of compensation-is Ms. SHEPHERD. Mr. Speaker, for the TRIBUTE TO RABBI ABBA HILLEL 
important, the proposal does nothing past 3 years, our re~igious rights have SILVER 
to im prove current reporting. been under siege . In 1990, a single Su- (Mr. FINGERHUT asked and was 

Instead. it stifles entrepreneurship preme Coutt decision abolished the given permission to address the House . 
Which is what we need and want. standard that protects religious free- for 1 minute and to revise and extend 

Startup companies use stock options dom in this country. Today, I urge my his remarks.) 
to attract talented people who are will- colleagues to vote in favor of the Reli- Mr. FINGERHUT. Mr. Speaker, it is 
lng to both work hard and take a risk. g1ous Freedom Restoration Act in a with .great pride that I rise today to de-; ,-· . 

It allows the secretary", .the recep- bold move to resurrect the first in- liver a tribute :to the late Rabbi Abba • ·: 
tionist, o·r the engineer . to buy options· alienable freedom set forth in the Bill Hillel. Silver. While Rabbi Silver is best , :;;,· • 
Which may only cost 50 cents ·a. share . of Rights: . • - . • . known as one. of the chief archttects.:of •. . .: 

. I 

today, but could be worth S5 or -more Years ·ago, the Pilgrims ca.me to this the State of Js:rael, he was also one of ·> , , 
down the·road. When employees buy' in, country after facing religious persecu- this country's ;great civil' rights advo-, • f• .... :. 
they share ·the resPonsib111ty of the ul- , tt-on in. other parts of the ·world. Simi- cates and Je.wish spiritual leaders. 'f?iil ~, -:!'. • • 

1 tlmate success of their company. ,· larly, members of the Church· of-Jesus week the rabbi's Cleveland synagogue . . i .,,o;. 
Mr. Spe--.ker: to rebuild our ·economy -Christ of the Latter-Day Saints setthld the Temple-T-ifereth Israel Congrega- ••• • • 

we need to both retain small businesees in my home State of Utah in the late tion, concludes a, yearlong celebra.~o_n . • 
and encourage new ones. ·.1800's after encountering discrtmina- of the centenary of his birth. The mM:n -

That is why I am introducing a con- :·uori. tn the East and Midwest. Unfortu- branch of w~at,ts ~ffectionately known 
current reeolution today which ex- .Il;&te-ly, the religious rights (?f other as Silver's Tempi~ is located iri Con- .. _ 
PreBBes Congreee' view that the ac-· groupe like native America?!S and Or- . gressman LOUIS STOKES' district, and· a::. ..... ·· 1 

counting board not adopt the prol)Oea.l.. thodox -Jew~ continue to b~·-sabotaged -• sis~er branch"fs locat~d in ·my district, .-.,-:.:_:, . I 
I urge my· colleagues to join •· me ·1n·~··in,the 3 years following the' Supreme .Ohio's 19th.:Whne,Congre~sman S~~ - -~.'.~ :- ~ ' 

8UPJ>Ort1ng this resolution., • · ·, • -~i_:•: -;.-Court's· decision. Without quick and de~ · '-could ·-not· :stari<i • wfth me today-;· '~e- __ ·:-. :r ~ 
.. • + .. • • .. • • ~ - • :; ' 



, .-.HOIR, -

1,o takAf • , ws• ... --- 1111oc:• to Mutco: Chaalla '° ,.. 1o&.· , .... 

ot•h• How of ,:Mm7. Alt. tnnia. lhe6r «lirector of soo4ra&ka.•~••• • • 

OPtae ~ : te .. ~tern&tionalul•.-,...a.ncf.I~uote: •r1:es ~i~1o. ~- .. ~. ~ 

M)W it aua • • eric:a. ~ ~nSco bu~ ID ta,-rem&tp oompeti- ..- .. UI. WMI -- .._.. 

tG4ay. • • •• and ov tT.S . .mpJoymebt ·iu ·,on1J. ap Fifine 'a. 

~m Lithuania in Abba • _,pereeai, • ~ 

CONTINUE MORATORJUM ON 

NUCtBAR- TBSTINO , . . snv,r fmmfgra.ted~p~rica. ~ - In I~polie. IN. the _Sa.n1Serve 

parents u a 9-y~ d. Follo tn Corp. manuftictane · tee cream and 

the' f'oofatepe of .Clree succeeai gen- ahab machtnN. Exporie-·to Mexico a.c-

ecationa of hie flially, be was drdatnecl . counted !or' SB.000 of buafneaa fn 19lt1 (.Mr. ICOPETSXI a.eked and wu glvea 

a rabbi ill 1916..-ftwo y-.n later; be was and' crew. by 50 percentlut year. • penuiaalon to. addreea the House for 1 

~led at tM Temple in cievelaDjl, , - Mr. Speaker; It 111 clear that we need minute and to revtae and utelld hie re--

which, under llia 4'1-yea.r leadenlrlP. NAFTA becaaae ft wtll cre&te jobs here marks.) • 

grew to become one of the. co11Dtpy's in the United States or Amerlca. Mr. KOPETSKI. Mr. Spea.ker, MA¥ 1& 

le&d!ng synatogues. _ 
la a historic day. A88umJng the Clinton 

A t1rele88 advocate for America's 
administration does n_ot submit lta re,. • 

workers► he helped dra.!t Ohio's nrat THE CREATION OF A DEFICIT port to Congreae outlining tta plan for 

unemployment insurance law and &d- REDUCTION TRUST FOND obta.tn1ng a. comprehensive test ban tn 

viaed .Preaident Herbert Hoover on the (Mr. SCHUMER asked and was given the communJty of nations by thfa 

country's unemployment problems. permtsslon to addrses the House for 1 date-and tt is my understa.nd1ng they 

During the early yea.rs of Nazi power minute a.nd to revise a.nd extend his re- will not submit such & report by thla ~ 

in Germany, while ma.ny American marks.) date-then America will reach & re-- • 

Jewish readers declined to oppose Hit- Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. ~peaker, today I markable milestone. ' • 

ler, Silver helped organize anti-Nut .am ctrcula.ttng, along with my col- That mfleetone ts the realttythat On

boycotta. ma 1941 book, " The WOl'ld leagues, the gentleman rrom Oklahoma the nrBt time sfnce 1944-& period of.4' 

Crisis· and Jewiah Survival," pi-ovtded (Mr. BREWSTERJ. the gentleman from yeare-thts Nation will not have deto

eloquent hope for a Jewish people ra.c:. Texas [Mr. EDWARDS}, the gentlewoman nated a nuclear bomb ln a tun calendar 

ing persecution. As president cif United from California. [Ms. HARMAN], a.nd the year. Because of var1oos reporting re

Palestine Appeal a.nd cochair of the gentleman Crom West Virginia [Mr. qu!rements In current Jaw It wUl be 

United Jewish Appeal. Silver helped WISE), a letter to all of my colleagues impossible to test a nuclear bomb hi 

persuade Congress. President Harry on this side or the s.!ale to join us In calendar year 1993 unleM the repol't hi 

Truman, the British Government, and k1 r, d n it d t1 tru t filed by Ma.y 18. • 

the United Nations that: "Just as there as ng or a e c • re uc on 8 What a historic occulon. For the 

fund. 

is a.n England, a. France. e..nd a. Ger- The idea 18 very stmple. In the rec- first time in 48 ye&r& tbia Nation will 

many, there muat be a land of Israel in onc1lia.tion bill that comes before us. go for a full calendar year without det-

ord6r that the status of the Jewish peo- a.II new taxes, u wen 8.8 entitlement onat 1ng a nuclear bomb. No nuclear ex

ple might be normalized throughout cuts, should go into a trust fund that plosions for 1 year. , 

the world." When the State of Israel must go to denctt reduction. Any new The question this raises for President 

was officially proclaimed on Ma.y 14, spending must come ·out of old spend- Clinton, therefore. ls will he become 

1948, the victory wa.a as much Silver's Ing. In that way we can aseure the known in history 8.8 the Presi~ent who 

a.a it wa.e David Ben-Gurion's or any American people that although, yes, we resumes this Nation's dance with death 

ot.her Zionist leader's. are rats1ng taxes, the money ts going to and start detonating nuclear bombs 

While Ra.bbl Silver influenced United go to the purpose that we all want lt to again? • • • 

States policy to Israel tor years, In the go for, and that 18 de.nett reduction. Wlll President Clinton flip the switch 

Cleveland area we remember Ra.bbl S11- We all know thls well. I believe in and detonate nuclear bombs? What will 

ver for his wisdom a.nd spiritual guid- government. 1 belteve that we have to history say about this flick of the 

ance. A 1953 Llfe ma.gaz.lne profile said 
switch? 

of Silver, " When he preaches, his words increase sperrding and inveStments in l trust the President will gtve this 

come out in orga.n tones." Years later, 0ther areas, but until we get a handle decision the utmost cona1dera.tlon. 

we ca.n still hear the music of hie on the deficit, we are not going to be This is without question one or the 

words. a.nd we can still feel the a.ble to do the kind of spending ths.t most important deciaions be wm make 

strength tha.t they ga.ve to so m!lJly. th!s country needs. as President. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-

leagues to look at our let ter and sign Were he to flip the switch. the chA1n 

on to the def1c1t reduction trust fund . reaction he would begin 1a not limited 

THE CREATION OF JOBS UNDER 
t-0 the nuclear chain,. reaction that. 

NAFTA In that way we can aseure the Amer- unleaaltt!s the single mo1't powertul de-

(Mr. DREIER asked and wa.e given lean people that PreSldent Cllnton!e structive force created by mankind. He 

permisslon to &ddresa the House for l goal or reducing the deflcit will ba.p- wm also e&t off another nuclear chain 

minute and to revise and extend his re.:. pen, and wm happen with' strtct 8nd reaction. Other n-a.tlo~Franc:e (lOU}d 

-rna.rks.) - tough enforcement mecha.nJsms. detonate nuclear -bombe agaio-Rumla 

◄ • •• • Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker; it gives ~---- ceuld again demonstrate lta nuclear 

• • me gre&t pleuure to support Preaiderit □ l:MO . prowees. The Preeident!a ntp o(_ ~u.e 

_ Clinton when he la right . . ~1Y. he ~ • . - . • swlteb could g1ve the ~en Upt , ~ 

right when be aaye we need NAFTA be-. • ALL IS" RIGHT WlTI_I -THE WORµ> • China to d_etonat& • another nuclear 

cawie., NA~A ~11 create; Amer~. (Mr . .RAVENEL asked a.nd w~:~n bomb. What; ,dll- Pakista.n. JDdia. and 

joba. . • • . permiaeton to addremJ ·the House for 1 other nations -with a .nucle&I' capa.bHH,y 

. r.at week a group or WI met'wiUl the minute.) do? ·, 

U.S. Trade Repr-eeentatJve·a.nd my. fet:: Mr~ RAVENEL: · Mr. Speaker, you Today,: thie calendar yeaz, -we-ilaft a 

low4D8eleno, Mickey.Kantor, who a,td ·beard me~ couple or tJmee·Jaat. week world pa.~ in the deton&Llo~-- ~-1aG

th~ we need NAFTA bec:au.a& ·NAFTA criticising thla Houaee• actJoorin try- clear- bomb&. -Will · Prestdent CUDIOn 

will cre&te a. net pJn o! to0,000 -A~- iDC to retire a !Jlentilly Che 11enged em- break . the pauee or_ will he tunl .. ,tie 

# • , -ican jobe,. primarUy 1n the- emall- an11 ·ployee. Ma .. Finne,, .becauee .ah ,could .pa.uee into a ·po11cy or ceHalJon.1 "' • 

I t ; • ---~ medlum-elzed b~area. .. : .,,, • : • ?Ot.-~k.a full day. ·Well<tbe.atory bu_. • Wba.t &_gi:and. peaceful OppoJ'~~ 

_...__ • • • .I would Ulte ·to be ■pec1.Qc-.:- cal-SC&te . a. happy end1q: .La.ta laat. Friday l ·got. , !or our ~•· Pre&iden~ By not acU8I" 

• : _. .· ~ • • ~ber Sal~ 1n -~~aidri,>CA; . ~ ·word _that.Ule Speaker'a ~oe:ha.d told: :fly ·not-· f'!i.w.tJili: "the it~1tcb· .. he M!1c 

• • • _ • ·.Jaqeat. Hiepmio-ownecl -buain-...·in oui' BolJ"Mtley-th&t J'Ulne ·would not be le\ • mu:e b.lstory-. By. not rupplDg • 

r;-a.•.: •State. -fncreaaed ·tllett-· aleli · from · Sl4-. ga. but..'k~"on a.t her'job"&Dd -paid only . 'Bwitch.J.e :.wm-· make ~ -make 1 

• •• • •. mlllton tn 1989. to.sI38~ mlllton ,ii) ·l~. :1'or the -houra ~e. e<ru!d-' w«~: So, · world ~so--:"niucll"•a&f"u... ,He will~~ • 



Contributions to 
Temple Funds 

RABBI BENJAMIN ALON KAMIN 
TRIBUTE FUND 

In appreciation of Rabbi Benjamin A. 
Kamin by Dr. Louis Cantor. 

RICKY LEVINE MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of Caroline Lewis by 
Phyllis and Allan Levine. 
In memory of Dorothy Stutz by 
Rosalyn and Henry Frank. 
In honor of Birth of Benjamin Scott 
Kirshner, Grandson of Marsha and 
Lewis Frauenthal by Phyllis and 
Allan Levine. 
In honor of Birth of Daniel Aaron 
Silver, Grandson of Adele Silver by 
Phyllis and Allan Levine. 

LIBRARY FUND 
In honor of Birth of Daniel Aaron 
Silver, Grandson of Adele Silver by 
Claudia and Richard Fechter. 
In honor Birth of Grandson of 
Marsha and Lewis Frauenthal by 
Claudia and Richard Fechter. 
In honor of Eighty-fifth Birthday of 
Frank Levin by Maxine Levin. 

OUTREACH FUND 
In appreciation of Rabbi Rosette 
Barron Haim by Denise and Alan 
Schiff, Linda and Brad Demsey. 

RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
MEMORIAL FUND 

In honor of Birth of Daniel Aaron 
Silver, Grandson of Adele Silver by 
Bernice and Dr. Jerome Gans, 
Peggy and John Garson. 
In honor of Birth of Daniel Aaron 
Silver, Grandson of Carol and 
Marvin Lader by Peggy and John 
Garson. 

WILBUR ADRIAN STEUER/ 
MANUEL GERDY 
MUSEUM FUND 

In memory of Sheila Lewis by 
Suzette Gerdy and Family. 

SUNSHINE FUND 
Gift: Homer Guren. 

TEMPLE HUNGER FUND 
In memory of Dorothy Jane Gilmore 
by Rosalyn Mason. 
In memory of E. Milton Cohen by 
Marcella Rubin. 
In memory of Esther Lehto by 
Elaine and Joseph Lissauer. 

Temple Hanukiyah on Display at The 
Cleveland Play House 

The Temple-Tifereth Israel is pleased to announce that o~ 
19th century brass Hanukiyah is on display in the art loggia 

of The Cleveland Play House through the festival of Hanukah, 
December 19-27, 1992. 

The Hanukiyah, of Polish origin, was presented to The Temple 
in 1950 by Mr. and Mrs. Hyman J. Alperin in memory of their 
mother, Fanny Spero, in time for display at the dedication of T~e 
Temple Museum. The Hanukiyah is notew~rthy because of _its 
size, standing 6 1/2 feet tall with arms spannmg 4 1/2 feet which 
hold eight candles and their drip pans. The Hanukiyah, topped by 
a large eagle whose wings extend upwards dramatically, is a dec
orative piece worthy of gracing a synagogue. Two lions fl~ the 
main column, three reclining lions pose at the base and beautiful
ly fashioned scroll work with rosettes adorn the entire structure. 
It is curious that there is no attached shamus. 

In memory of Milton Kravitz by 
Elaine and Joseph Lissauer. 
In memory of Robert Sugarman by 
Shirley Sugarman. 
In honor of Birthday of Howard 
Chesler by Helen Jacobson. 
In honor of Children, Grandchildren 
and Great-Grandchildren on 
Hanukah by Florence Hollender. 
In honor of Confirmation of Rachel 
Schermer by William Goldstein. 
In honor of Fortieth Wedding 
Anniversary of Dr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Mitchell by Miriam Shuler. 
In honor of Milestone Birthday of 
Marjorie Brock by Marie Ruth 
Kearns, Leonard Abrams. 
In honor of Wedding Anniversary of 
Faye and Dr. Morris Heller by 
Myrtle and Leo Bamberger. 

MYRON E. WOHL MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY FUND 

In memory of Myron E. Wohl by 
Marilyn and Alan Micohn. 
In honor of Birthday of Jessie Wohl 
by Marilyn and Alan Micohn. 

This menorah has become a favorite of the Greater Cleveland 
community. In 1988, it was loaned to the Children's Museum, in 
1990, it stood as one of the major items at the Sacred Landmarks 
exhibition in the Art Gallery of Cleveland State University and 
this year, it is proudly being displayed at The Cleveland Play 
House. The Temple is pleased to share this rare and handsome 
Hanukiyah with all of the Cleveland community in a spirit of fel
lowship and ecumenism. 

Claudia Z. Fechter 
Director of Temple Museum 

This photograph of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver sta~ding next t? our 
Hanukiyah was taken by the Plain Dealer announcing the opening of 
The Temple Museum of Religious Art in 1950. 
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Temple Young Associates 

Tzedakah Fair 
Sunday, January 24 
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Temple Branch 
Admission Cost: $10. per family 

(All proceeds will be donated to the needy.) 

Please save gently used: 

Clothing for all ages 
Coats and winter clothing accessories 

Toiletries and personal care items (sample sizes only) 
Books, records, cassette tapes 

Tzedakah Fair activities include crafts and cards to send to hospital patients, 
and packaging food and other items donated for the homeless. 

FAMILY CONTEST! 
Design and make your own family Tzedakah box. Boxes will be judged at the 

Tzedakah Fiar and prizes will be awarded. 

Questions Call Co-Chairpersons: Margo Chaitoff at 382-5089 or 
Robyne Habat at 283-9383. 

TRS Students Build Noah's Ark 

(left-righl) Kindergarten students Samantha Synenberg, Danielle Saks and Amanda 
Berman visit Noah's Ark, built by third grade students in free Reich's class. Toys collect
ed from our students were distributed to Jewish children who suffered Hurricane 
Andrew. 
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Temple Family Simchas 
Maza/ Tov to ... 

Marjorie Brock, Lottie Cone, Albert C. 
Eisenberg, Gladys Fine, Judge Adrian 
B. Fink, Esther Givelber, Maurice L. 
Goldstein, Ruth Griff, Evelyn 
Hoffman, Samuel S. Kates, Frank K. 
Levin and Robert L. Zupnik on the 
occasion of their special birthdays. 

Betsy Frauenthal and David Kirshner, 
parents of Benjamin Scott, born 
November 3, 1992. Grandparents are 
Temple members Marsha and Lewis 
Frauenthal. 

The Temple Celebrates 
Jewish Book Month 

Jewish Book Month is promoted by 
The Temple's staff through the formal 
reviewing and circulation of the newest 
books of Jewish importance. This year's 
outstanding selections include: 

The Holocaust Lady 
Ruth Sender 
A remembrance of the Holocaust. 
(Ages 9 and up) 

Jeremy's Dreidel 
Ellie Gellman 
Jeremy makes a special Braille dreidel. 
(Ages 5-10) 

Riches 
Esther Hautzig 
Set in Eastern Europe, a Jewish couple 
seeks ways to spend their retirement. 
(Ages 7-11) 

The Spotted Pony 
Eric Kimmel 
Eight tales for Hanukah. 
(Ages 6-11) 

The Sabbath Lion 
Howard Schwartz and Barbara Rush 
A Sephardic Fairy Tale. 
(Ages 7-10) 

Malkeh and Her Children 
Marjorie Edelson 

Understanding the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Hershel Shanks, ed. 

The Jews of Germany 
Ruth Gay 

The Jews. A Treasury of Art & Literature 
Sharon Keller, ed. 



''With Unshakeable Trust In 
The Victory Of Truth . ... '' 

This excerpt inaugurates our year 
long celebration of the life and lega

cy of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver during 
the centenary year of his birth. As part 
of the observance of the centenary year, 
Temple Bulletin issues throughout 1993 
will contain a brief excerpt from his 
writings, sermons or speeches. A 
Temple committee, chaired by Sis 
Gottlieb, and composed of a number of 
Temple members, has been formed to 
select the various excerpts which will 
be featured. 

The following excerpt is taken from 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's historic 
address before the General As.1embly of 
the United Nations on May 8, 1947 
announcing the proclamation of Israel's 
independence: 

I hope, Mr Chairman, that I have not 
abused your patience and the patience 
of the Representatives of the Unlttd 
Nations here assembled. Permit me to 
conclude with thls observation: The 
Jewish people places great hope upon 
the outcome of tM deliberations of this 
greal body. It has faith in lts collective 
sense of justice and fairness, and ln the 
high ideals which inspire It. Wt art an 
ancient people and though we have 
often, on the long hard road which we 
have travelled, been dlsllliuiontd, wt 
have never been disheanened. We have 
never lost faith in the sovereignty and 
the ultimate triumph of great moral 
principles. In these last tragic years 

Rabbi Kamin (cont.from page eight) 

honoring the White House, but lobbying 
hard for fairness and equality in the more 
basic pockets of American power - the 
school boards, the city councils, the state 
legislatures. Already, I have heard the 
thinly disguised clamoring on the public 
air waves for the renewal of Christmas 
symbols in city schools. "Come on, folks. 
Santa Claus and Christm~ trees are secu
lar symbols," whined a popular drive
time talk show host on Cleveland's 
WWWE Radio two days before 
Thanksgiving even had arrived with its 
unofficial watershed for the increasingly 
testy holiday season. Why should such a 

when the whole household of Israel 
became one great hostelry of pain, wt 
could not have bullt what wt did bldld 
had we not preserved our ~able 
tnut ln the victory of truth. It is In that 
strong faith and hope that we wish to 
cooperate with you In this task which 
you have undertaken. 

Editor's note: Rabbi Silver's entire 
address is available in print at both 
Temple libraries. 

local deejay have any compunction about 
speaking out this way, when the 
Governor of Mississippi just asserted that 

. . . can we Jews really afford to 
let our guard down - just because 
a folksy young man from 
Arkansas scored a brilliant tri
umph at the top? 

America is a Christian country, and not 
even a J udaeo-Christian land? 

Meanwhile, with the frightening re
emergence of pure Nazism in Gennany, 
the dangerous unlocking of internecine 
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Abba Hillel Silver 
Books Available 

A limited number of copies of the 
books written by and about Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver are still available for sale at 
the Temple Women's Association Gift 
Shop at the Branch and through The 
Main Temple's Museum. These books 
are classic treasures for your own 
libraries and to give as gifts. 

Where Judaism Differed 
Abba Hillel Silver 
(Text to be used in the Adult Education 
series at The Temple this winter) 
$10.00 

Therefore Choose Life 
Abba Hillel Silver 
(Selected sermons and addresses Vol. I) 
$20.00 

A Word in Its Season 
Abba Hillel Silver 
(Selected sermons and addresses Vol. II) 
$20.00 

In Time of Harvest 
(Essays in honor of Abba Hillel Silver on 
the occasion of his 70th birthday) 
$10.00 (boxed) 

The World Crisis and Jewish Survival 
Abba Hillel Silver 
(A group of essays) 
$7.50 

A full set of these books can be pur
chased for $50.00 and includes a copy of 
the record "What is Judaism?" 

There are also a set of pamphlets 
available on request 

hatreds in the Balkans, and a generally 
unstable world economy, can we Jews 
really afford to let our guard down - just 
because a folksy young man from 
Arkansas scored a brilliant triumph at the 
top? He is quite likeable, and many of us 
supported him because he appears to be 
genuinely unbigoted, evidently warm
hearted. But, seriously, what does he 
know of our pain, our fears and con
cerns? We wish him well, and we have 
reasons to allow him our trust and good
will. But when the rest of this fickle civi
lization sits aglow with itself, let us shake 
ourselves, rub our eyes, and not be blind
ed by the light ■ 



Contributions to 
Temple Funds 

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
In memory of Dorothy Mares by 
Mabelle Silver. 

RABBI BENJAMIN ALON KAMIN 
TRIBUTE FUND 

In memory of Frieda Singer by 
Marcy and Howard Schreibman, 
Barbara and Amold Schreibman. 
In memory of Mardi Wolf by 
William Wolf. 
In honor of Birth of Benjamin Scott 
Kirshner, by Grandparents, Marsha 
and Lewis Frauenthal. 
In appreciation of Rabbi Benjamin A. 
Kamin by Thomas Hausman. 
Gift: Jane G. and Rabbi Allen S. 
Kaplan. 

SARA R. AND WILBERT J. LEVIN 
SPECIAL PURPOSE FUND 

In memory of Mina Levin by 
Wilbert J. Levin, Constance 
Friedman, Morris Levin. 
In memory of Sara R. Levin on her 
Birthday by Wilbert J. Levin, 
Constance L. Friedman, Morris 
Levin. 
In honor of Birthday of Arnold S. 
Levin by Wilbert J. Levin, 
Constance L. Friedman, Morris 
Levin. 

RICKY LEVINE MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of Dorothy Stutz by 
Diane and Dr. Burt Epstein, 
Marsha and Lewis Frauenthal. 

LIBRARY FUND 
In memory of Frieda Singer by 
Marsha and Lewis Frauenthal. 
In memory of Natalie Neye by Irving 
Kane. 
In honor of Forty-fifth Wedding 
Anniversary of Jeanne and Carl 
Ablon by Suzanne and John Fox. 

CLAIRE F. AND STANLEY W. 
MORGENSTERN MUSIC FUND 

In memory of Ann Martyn by 
Claire F. and Stanley Morgenstern. 
In memory of Frieda Singer by 
Claire F. and Stanley Morgenstern. 
In memory of Herbert Shook by 
Claire F. and Stanley Morgenstern. 
In honor of Recovery of Dr. Chester 
Plotkin by Claire F. and Stanley 
Morgenstern. 

MYRNA JEAN OPPENHEIM 
LIBRARY MEMORIAL FUND 

In memory of Myrna Jean 
Oppenheim by Beth Oppenheim. 

OUTREACH FUND 
In honor of Birth of Benjamin Scott 
Kirshner by Grandparents, Marsha 
and Lewis Frauenthal. 

BETSY JO REICH 
MEMORIAL FUND 

In memory of Betsy Jo Reich by 
Alan Zeilinger. 
In memory of Frieda Singer by 
Marcy and Howard Schreibman. 

FLORENCE SHAPERO 
DANCE AND MUSIC FUND 

In memory of Donna Newmark 
Ingold by Laura Shapero. 

ABBA IULLEL AND VIRGINIA 
SIL VER CHARITABLE AND 
EDUCATIONAL FUND 

In honor of Bar Mitzvah of Michael 
Levine by Mindell Wien. 

WILBUR ADRIAN STEUER/ 
MANUEL GERDY MUSEUM FUND 

In memory of Dorothy Mares by 
Suzette Gerdy. 

TEMPLE HUNGER FUND 
In memory of Barry Garson by 
Mimi and Philip Price. 
In memory of Birdie Mesborer and 
Marc Meshorer by Marilyn and 
Marshall Bedol. 
In memory of Dr. Solomon S. Sogg 
by Sally Sogg. 
In memory of Frieda Singer by Flo, 
Barry, Laura, Lynn and Lisa 
Friedman. 
In memory of Harvey Carl by Phyllis 
Carl. 
In memory of Mardi Wolf by 
Roselyn Davidson, Carolyn and 
Dr. Irving Lieberman. 
In memory of Matilda (Ted) 
Sugarman by Anne and Dr. Edward 
Schwartz. 
In memory of Meyer Bloom by Ruth 
and Herman Rmen. 
In memory of Natalie Neye by 
Michael Butler, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mario Semchuck, Paula Rubin. 
In memory of Phoebe Brenner by 
Anne and Dr. Edward Schwartz. 
In honor of Milestone Birthday of 
Marjorie Brock by Carrol and Dr. 
David Kahn, Lois and Stan Luntz, 
Doris and Robert Miller, Robert 
Kahn, Bobbi and James Reich, 
Eunice and Lester Bamberger, 
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Frances and Harry Arnstine, Elaine 
and Irwin Shifrin, Georgene 
Kravitz, Elizabeth Faulb. 
In honor of Fortieth Birthday of Jane 
Payner by Elaine and Joseph Marg. 
In honor of Fortieth Wedding 
Anniversary of Barbara and Stanley 
Meisel by Joy and Jerry 
Weinberger. 
In honor of Forty-fifth Anniversary of 
Elaine and Martin Greene by Elaine 
and Joseph Marg. 
In honor of Milestone Anniversary of 
Jeanne and Carl Ablon by Joan and 
Richard Adler. 
In honor of Seventy-fifth Birthday of 
Mrs. Ellis Levitov by Elaine and 
Joseph Marg. 
In honor of Wedding Anniversary of 
Fran and Gerry Kerner by Muriel 
and Fred Rivchun. 
In appreciation of Rabbi Rosette 
Barron ff aim by Clarice and Dr. 
Howard Englander. 

TEMPLE SPECIAL FUND 
In memory of Natalie Neye by 
Barbara and Lawrence Edelman, 
Cookie and George Morris, Ellen 
and James Rosenthal. 

Mazal Tov To Our 
Bat Mitzvah 

Sarah Hibshman, daughter of 
Elaine and John Hibshman. 
Bat Mitzvah January 9, 1993. 

Temple Family Slmchas 

Maza/ Tov to ... 

Rita Bergman, Clare Bookbalter, 
Shirley Dickerson, Sydney N. Galvin, 
Dorothy Gans, Frederick D. Rivchun, 
and Pearl Rolf on the occasion of their 
special birthdays. 
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Chairman 
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Rabbi Melbourne Harris 
Associate Rabbi 
The Temple - Tifereth Israel, 1935-1944 

Raphael Silver 
Honorary Chairman 
Abba Hillel Silver Centenary Committee 

Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin 

Ambassador Abba Eban 

Alan M. Krause 
President 
The Temple - Tifereth Israel 

Reverend Thomas Olcott 
Executive Director 
Interchurch Council of Greater Cleveland 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, called the "first citizen of Cleveland" by author 
John Gunther in his book, Inside U.S.A., served with great distinction as 
spiritual leader of the Temple -Tifereth Israel from 1917 until his death in 
1963. 

Born on January 28, 1893 in Lithuania, the son of Rabbi Moses Silver and 
Dinah Silver, Abba Hillel Silver was a man of strength, spirit and stature 

-c whose words and presence influenced world opinion. As leader of one of 
~ 
~ America's largest Reform congregations he embodied an extraordinary 

blend of ancient Jewish wisdom and modern concerns. As fearless political activist and brilliant orator, 
Rabbi Silver championed economic justice, human rights, freedom and brotherhood, international 
reconciliation and peace. 

Rabbi Silver was educated at the University of Cincinnati and the Hebrew Union College. He was 
ordained in 1915 and two years later became rabbi of The Temple -Tifereth Israel, where he served 
for almost a half-century. He also served the American-Jewish community as head of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, the Zionist Organization of America and the American Section of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

One of the early organizers of the anti-Nazi boycott, Rabbi Silver became chairman of the United 
Palestine Appeal in 1939 and later was co-chairman of the United Jewish Appeal. In 1947 he led the 
American Zionist delegation representing American Jewry at the United Nations General Assembly 
and presented the case there for the establishment of the State of Israel. He is credited with 
contributing more than any other American Jew to the establishment of the Jewish state. 

In recognition of his work, many Israeli streets, villages and schools were named in his honor and 
the city of Tel Aviv granted him honorary citizenship. 

During his lifetime Rabbi Silver received honorary degrees and awards from many American 
universities and organizations. His sermons drew thousands to The Temple for weekly services. Rabbi 
Silver published several volumes on history and religion, including Moses and the Original Torah; 
Where Judaism Differed; and Therefore Choose Life. 

Called the preeminent American rabbi for four decades until his death, Rabbi Silver is remembered 
with great affection, admiration and respect by Jews and non-Jews alike. Happily, his memory and 
work live on at Tif ere th Israel - in the Silver Park, the Silver Sanctuary and the Abba Hillel Silver 
Archives. 
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Israeli Statesman and diplomat, Abba Eban was born in Cape Town in 
1915. He specialized in Oriental studies at Cambridge University and 
became well known as a debater in the Zionist youth movement and the 
League of Nations Union. 

Fluent in seven languages including Arabic, Hebrew, Persian and Yiddish, 
Mr. Eban served as a Cambridge lecturer in Arabic and Oriental studies. 

He rose to the rank of major in the British infantry during World War II, 
serving in Cairo and Jerusalem as liason officer between Allied military 

headquarters and the Jewish Agency. His work involved stimulating the Jewish war effort, organizing 
Jewish guerilla troops against the threatened Axis invasion of Palestine from Africa and recruiting 
volunteers for dangerous missions in Europe and the Middle East 

In 1946, at Chaim Weizmann's urging, Eban joined the Political Department of the Jewish Agency 
where he dealt primarily with matters affecting Jewish-Arab relations. In 194 7 he became the Agency's 
liason officer with the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) and, as a member 
of the Jewish delegation, presented the Jewish case at the Palestine debates before the UN General 
Assembly. 

Abba Eban also represented Israel before the Security Council in efforts to secure international 
intervention to stop Arab attacks and obtain a truce. He later argued for Israel's admission to the 
United Nations and served as its chief delegate to that international body from 1949 to 1959. 

From 1950 to 1959 Mr. Eban was Israel's Ambassador to the United States. In 1959 he was elected 
to the Knesset and became a minister without portfolio. He was named Minister of Education and 
Culture in 1960, Deputy Prime Minister in 1963 and Foreign Minister in 1966. In this capacity Mr. 
Eban sought to consolidate lsrael-U.S. relations and to secure association with the European 
Economic Community. 

Following the Six-day War of 1967 Mr. Eban argued Israel's case before the UN Security Council and 
General Assembly against the Arab countries and their Communist supporters. His speeches, heard 
throughout the world, earned him the reputation as one of the UN's finest orators. 

Comfortable in four different milieus - Israel, the United States, Britain and the Arab world - Abba 
Eban is today a sought-after speaker and the author of many books, including his newest, Personal 
Witness: Israel through my Eyes. He also is the narrator of the PBS recently-aired TV series on Israel. 
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In celebration of the 

Abba Hillel Silver ~ntenacy Year 

The Temple~ Tifereth Israel 

cordially invites you to 

A Ga :a Evening 

with guest peak.er 

Ambassador Ablba Eban 

Sunday9 the sixteenth of May 

ineteen hunJ ed and ninety,.three 

The Temple 

Univer ity Circle at Silver Park 

Cleveland.9 Ohio 

5:30 pamo Cocktails and Dinner 

to benefit the Ab a Hillel ii er Archi e 
:00 porno Program 

pre£ rr d program sea ing for inner guests 
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ABBA EBAN: "It is better to find a peaceful settlement at the negotiating table than t<> attempt to settle differences on the be 

Peace po.ssible, Israeli sa~ 
By DARRELL HOLLAND .• 
PLAIN DEALER REPORTER 

CLEVELAND 
The prospects for peace between 

Palestinians and Israel are brighter 
than ever because the two factions 
seek peace through negotiations, • 
an elder statesman of Israeli poli-
tics said here yesterday. . • 

But Abba Eban, who became Is
raeli ambassador to the United Na
tions and the United States in 1948, 
when statehood for. Israel was 
granted by a U.N. vote, said there 
would never be peace as long as· 
Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip are governed by Israeli 
occupying forces. 

Eban, 77, was in Cleveland to 
speak to a celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the birth or the late 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver at the 
Temple near University Circle, a 
congregation Silver served tor 4 7 
years prior to his death in 1963. 

In an interview • before his 
speech, Eban said Silver, more than 
any other American, was the driv
ing force that won approval for the 
modern state of Israel. 

Silver was the head of the Ameri-

can Zionist movement and more in
fluential than any .other Zionist be
cause of the importance ·of the 
United States, Eban said, and also 
because of his scholarship and his 
great oratory skills. 

"I succeeded him as the chief 
spokesman for Israel at the United 
Nations on May 15th, 1948, after Is• 
rael was recognized,". he said. 0 He 
told me that after two years of work 
on behalf of Israel, he was return
ing to Cleveland to continue his 
work there." 

Eban, then a citizen of Britain, 
where he was raised, opted to be
come an Israeli citizen and was the 
first to hold important assignments 
abroad .in the new nation's foreign 
service. • 

He now works mostly as a com
mentator for television programs, 
especially on Israel, but before he 
retired from Israeli politics in 1989, 
he had been minister of foreign af
fairs, deputy prime minister and a 
leader in the Labor Party. 

Eban paid homage to Silver in 
his remarks in the Temple's main 
sanctuary, after a dinner to raise 
money for the Abba Hillel Silver 

• Archives of the Temple. • • 
Speaking . on the prospects for 

peace in the Middle East in the in
terview, Eban .praised the efforts of 
the United States, under former 
President Bush and now under 
President Clinton, in bringing Is
rael and some of her Arab neigh
bors to peace negotiations. 

11It will be a slow. process,'' Eban 
said, 0 but I believe negotiations 
will be successful and that peace 
will be achieved."· 

He compared Israel's occupation 
and rule over Palestinians to the 
Colonial era and said colonialism 
had been rejected. 

"Colonialism does not work any 
more," he said. , 

An interim peace agreement may 
be achieved between Israel and the 
Palestinians that would open the 
door for Palestinians to have auton
omy, or self-government, in a con
federation with Jordan as the first 
step toward a permanent set
tlement, Eban said. 

The Arab nations, he said, "have 
accepted the fact that Israel is not 
destructible after five unsuccesful 
wars to destroy Israel." 

And Eban added. "It 
find a peaceful scttlen 
negotiating table than t, 
settle differences on 
field." 

He said Israelis have , 
mistrust or Arabs bee. 
numerous wars and ~ 
tacks, while Palesti niar, 
because their territory 
by Israel and they have 
vote or control over thci 
nics. 

Eban cautioned it is 
the United States cont: 
ker the peace talks. no 
slow the process seems. 

He said he believes 
died 15 years after I~ 
recognition, would h 
with the current eff or 
peace through a neg, 
tlcment. 

As for the slowness 
css, Eban said Silver ,, 
and he would have not 
solutions to disputes 
deep roots in history b, 
and Arabs. 
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• - . 1~:t:bi~g:~nf:1msi~1:r~t 
time she enters her apartment doori : 
• Rabbi Silver brought her back_~.a l gift from Israel. she said, of a sterli.ng • 

1 silver.; mezuza;. an: ornament Jews 
place on theirdoorposts to affirm· t!le onenessofGod· ·:· .. ,.1,, • ••• _.·..,,•~ •• : .... ':,-. .-·:":-

Thonrian, . ea·~ ~d ·1he·: ~~UZ~l· ii 
stiU • a~ch~ to tJ:le .enifance of hS! ~ 
apartment 1n Shak~ Hetghts, :foll~· .
in~ eustom (?f.her people~ <: .l~:::J l 
. ~ use: of. ·her. fon~memones ·or 

Silver;-Thorman said $he hopes_ slfe· 
can a_ttend a dinner and lecture Sul),: 
day~ to~ ·.honor· • the rabbi --: at--:·th.~ 
Temple.,s social hall, E . .l0Sth,.St: atjQ 
Silver Park. ~- · ,. · -• -..- ., -- : · (~· 

Her· husband, Haro]~-was·~a de
scendant • of one of the~JJrs(~e;Nisn 
settlers in Cleveland more than .'15f 
yeari ago, she said, and sll~ h~ .. beeii 
a ~ei:n._J;>er of the .T~~P~ since 1s;; 
four years after Silver amved there~ 11 

_ "Rabbi Silver was a very nice ~ 
~on and a. brillian~ man,. and: I~ 

• great respect for him. He did. a lot for 
• the J~!h·:~ple, ~·well ~-~~r~: 

she said m an mtemew. . . ··· .. . . . • ,-: .. 
1 ·'J ·even remember wheri he ·used ra 
J bawl me out because I played bridge 
j instead o{ a~nding m~tjngs. of tht 
f ·~a:I'Jle. ~lS~erhood,fl . . Tho~~~ 
! The 100th anniversary of SilveF'i 

birth and his 4 7 years as the spirituai 
leader of the Temple-Tifereth Israel, 
before his death in 1963, will be ob-I served at- a • benefit dinner for the 

, Abba Hillel Silver Archives of the 
i Temple at 5:30 p.m. $unday. . 

SEE SILVEA/2·8 

· J FROM/1·8 · .-:-·-:.:: - .- .·:· . -- -~~· .-: • , ' 

And at 8 p.m., the celebration will 
continue in the Temple's sanctuary, 

Silver and his son, Rabbi Daniel Je- ; 
reiny Silver, who led the·· congrega
tion from 1963 until his death in 

-j 1989. 
Abba Eban, Israel's first ambassa· 

i dor to the United States, will be the 
I-• main speaker. Eban also was a friend 
; of the older Silver's, and both have 
-1 · been honored for their oratory. 
· • · Silver used his ·skillfas a leader in 

• j the·· establishment: ·or . ttie .. modem 
1 state · of Israel and to.: help gain 

• i United Nations recognition of Israel l in 1948. • . t • David N. Myers, 92, a Cleveland 
businessman and another- Temple 
member who ~s .. a· g~: friend -. of ; 
Silver's, remembers when the rabbi . . • , ... - •. PDllilt phdO made his famous and important RABBI ABBA HILLE[ SILVER: speech--on-: behalf of Israel at the : The spiritual leaderof the 
U_nited Nations in 1947-: -.• :. - .• . Temple from 1917 to 1963 will· 

:. ! • "He was among th~ world s great- : be ~honored at a banquet 
~~ - o~to~ I went to ~ew ~ork hop-, Sunday on the 100th : ' ., . mg to a~nd _Rabbi ~1lver_s speech: anniversary of his ·birth~ before the Umted Nations 1n person 
but could not get in. I had to listen to • the ··nation, . a courageous champion . it on radio in my hotel room. He went • of economic J·ustice and the rights . . . before the United Nations without , •• any expectations that Israel would be ! and freedom or all human beings and 

b h. h a great promoter of human brother-recogniied, ut 15 strong speec : hood, international reconciliation turned the tide and they voted to ad- and peace. · mit Israel." • · · • · · Further, said Harris, "Silver was a : That speec~ • added Myers, "was strong spiritual leader. His sermons given on behalf of the freedom a_nd at Temple services often attracted peth. ace oftipeo~~' both in Israel and in . 2,000 people on Sunday morning. o er na ons. · · . ..He was a preacher par excellence • • One of Silver~, • rabbinical associ- • and could lift an audience to heights • ates, .• Rabbi Melborrie, E.: Harris, : of exaltation." . . , worlied at the Temple fro~ 1_935 to tn· ~onal appearance, Harris de\ 1944~ when he .··moved • to ·Toledo,! scribed Silver' as "a big. warm and ; • where he has been a businessman ~ friendly man with large shoulders -~-' and ~olun~~ i~ ~aogues, .. ·;:· ::: •. and a laree head, and 110\\inJ head of : • · ''Ra bbl Silver ·was on, of the gre_at hair - very impressive physically.•• ' orators of his gerie"1tion," said Har- He also often seemed to be austere ris, 89. Harris also said Silver was a·· and stately, Han-is said. "Children at . • . great scholar and · author, a major . the Temple Sunday school looked at · • . force in the development of the so- · him almost like a god. He was so im. cial consciousness of Cleveland and . pressive." 



RAPHAEL D. SILVER 

600 MADISON AVENUE • 1 8TH FLOOR 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

May 18, 1993 

Mrs. Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44120 

Dear Del: 

<21 2) 355-0200 

I am enclosing some copies of my remarks at Dad's 
Centennial. 

We missed you in New York yesterday. We saw most of 
the evening's performance (from the balcony) but got 
tired toward the end and left when the Russian tenor 
came on to sing Yiddish ballads. 

Some of the performances were quite lovely but, as 
always, the operative word for theatrical talent is 
"inexhaustible". 
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CAVALCADE 

--- . ------... _,. _.,. Golden memories of Silver moments 
VIOLET SPEV ACK Columnis 

Eloquence and elegance ... 
~·=- Last Sunday's celebration of the life and legacy of 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, held at The Temple-Tlfereth 
• ~·ismel, University Circle at Silver Parle, was an 

extraordinary happening that inspired and exalted 
. 'J~one. It could be no less than an evening of eloquence 
• - and elegance to honor the occasion of the centenary year of 

the· towering giant of Judaism, gifted orator, brilliant 
• ·1icho1ar and rabbi and respected world le.ader, whose 

liiprint of excellence and abiding influence is still felt 

-.. ~~ ~~io-wall people at the gala reception in the 
• ,~ foyt.r·and at the lavish gourmet dinner for 370 people in 

• ~. the'social hall, where "stories out of shul" and treasw-ed 
~ flowed like mellow wine in lively conversali:ons. 

: •• ~ , ~ ~pie activist and lifetime trustee Ernie. 
~:· •· ··anc1 lifetime b'UStee Jim Reich, chainnan of the 
• ~,, '° cooimiuee, greeted everyone as if it were their 

11~~:ca.11 lm' mitzVa celebrations. Clare Shaw, an • 
• 1- • lifetime trustee and co-chairperson of the event 

.i11i1carenKrause, felt much the same way. She was on a 
• fiWali C!ening. Gracious Adele Silver ~ialized with 
• ~. while her son, Michael, proudly showed photos 
if Lis 6-month-old son, saying, "There is now anolher 

. Diilel Silwr." It seemed like the good old days when • arc 1,900 people, including civic and religious 
• clljn..itaries and community leaders, poured into the 
-rnapificent, awe-inspiring Silver Sanctuary to hear the 

various speakers. The life and singular accomplishments of 
iibi,i Silver unfolded in the spiritually moving invocation 
o(Blsbop Anthony M. Pilla, the lofty words of Cong. 
Erl~ F"mgerbut, and the overflowing memories recoun~ 
with wit, warmth and affection by remarkable 90-year-old 
~bi Melbourne Harris of Toledo, associa&e rabbi at 
~emple from 1935-44. There was an impressive 
,r ·,t. 
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address by the renow~ Amb~dor Abba Eban, 
enhanced with his poetic rhetoric and keen insights, but 
sadly lacking his once golden-voiced delivery. The 
eloquence and heartbeat of the evening, however, dearly 
belonged to Raphael Silver, who spoke fe.elingly ·about 
his late father. With an incredible resemblance to his father 
and to his brother, the late Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, r .. 
Raphael vividly desaibcd his growing-up years with a l ~-

• father he both feared and _loved. He spoke of his father as a · -· 
complex and driven individual who was always on the 
move and who lived for many years "in the cauldron of 
history on· the world stage." Raphael's rccollec~ of 
Friday evenings at home, where Shabbat was traditionally 
observt.d, followed by Hebrew lessons from his strict 
disciplinarian father, were a gem. He also ponrayed 
another side of his father, a proud man who enjoyed life, 
loved a good fight, loved to eat, loved to laugh and adored 
his wife. It was a most revealing and riveting personal 
portrait of the great Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. And there 
wasn't a dry eye in the house! 

i • 

Mystery Solved! 
• • Former CIN president and communal activist Vic 

Gelb, as well as contributing editor Bernice Green, 
idcntiflCd the "mystery" man (in the middle) in the Abba_ 
Eban and Abba Hillel Silver picture in the CJN cover 

. ~ SIOr)', "Abba Hillel Silver: the man behind the legend" 

. .-~ (CJN, May 14). He is Jacques Torzcyner of the World 
Zionist Organization (American section). 

A special exception 
This is regarding reminiscences about Rabbi Abba 

Hillel Silver. 
I was confirmed in 1939 and continued on through the 

high school department of The Temple. 
When Rabbi Silver was our confirmation teacher, he 

pm1thed to us that all 0 isms" were bad. (He was 
referring to communism, fascism, socialism, etc.) One 
of the bright students in the class, Paul Klein, asked 
him about Judaism. He replied, "That's the exception." 

ALAINE CARL GORDON 
Wooster Ohio 

...... . 

. . : .. . 

•. ·" .. . . .. 
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Abba Hillel Silver: 

History, as well as 
people who knew 
him well, reflect 

on what the 
world-famous rabbi 

really was like. 

LEE GOLDMAN Freelance Writer 

0 ne hundred years have passed 
since the birth of Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver in Lithuania, and 

almost 30 years have passed since his 
death. Yet the innuence of this tall, 
wide-shouldered religious leader with 
the dark, piercing eyes and powcrf ul 
voice is still present - in the texts of 
his sermons and books; in his work on 
behalf of Reform Judaism and Israel; in 
the cherished memories of his family, 
friends and congregants; in his prophe
cy about Israel. On November 28, 

COVER 

' ' . 
l • . 

legend 

Emanuel Neumann, Rabbi Silver's 
closest ac;sociate in the political lead
ership of U.S. Zionism, wrote of 
those memorable moments, "One by 
one we left the (UN) hall and drifted 
into the lobby ... I glanced al Silver 
and saw what I had never seen before 
- he wept." 

Could this weeping man be the 
same individual who had so fear
lessly lobbied American presidenLc;, 
Cabinet secretaries, congressional 
leaders, United Nations delegates'! 
The one who had defied popular 
opinion - including Jewish opinion 
- by slating openly that Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt had done nothing 
significant for the Jewish people? 
Who in the '20s had resigned from 
the Cleveland Chamber of Com
merce to protesl its open-shop poli
cies? Could this man, who seemed Lo 
inspire fear and awe, who so cher
ished his privacy, now shed tears in 
public? 

1947, after the United Nations voted to PHOTOttlPINN. TELAVIV Despite his "larger-than-life" per
sona, Abba Hillel Silver's tears 
would not have surprised those who 

traveled with him on Lhis great adventure. During his 
46 years as The Temple's spiritual leader, many came Lo 
know Abba Hillel as warm, generous and caring; a man 
who put his love of family and sense of service lO his 
congregation ahead of the pull of politics. 

create an independent Jewish slate, Abba Hillel Sliver'• oratorical skills were legendary. "When he spoke, 
Rabbi Silver predicted that "days, the world listened " decl•ed David Ben -Gurion. 
months, even years of a ~te struggle (lie) ahead." 

His&ory records Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver as a man of 
towering stature, superior intellect and firm resolve. His 
legendary skills at oratory, which he developed from his 
youth, drew thousands of Jews and non-Jews alike to 
his pulpit at The Temple-Tifercth Israel. They came to 
his synagogue to be stirred by his timely message, dra
matic style and depths (?f knowledge. They rarely left 
disappointed. 

Fired by a fervent commitment to Reform Judaism, 
Abba Hillel Silver was the quinte~ntial rabbi and 
teacher. But another fare burned deep within him which 
he carefully stoked from childhood and pas.,ed on tooth
ers: Zionism, the idea lhal the Jewish people had an in
alienable right to their own homeland. 

His lifelong zeal for Zionism, his core faith in Ju-

daism, and his way with words quickly propelled Rabbi 
Silver into a Jewish leadership role that required him to 
crisscross continents and bridge antagonisms. He 
worked tirelessly for years to build the momentum thal 
carried him, as head of the American Section of the Jew
ish Agency (then the governmental body representing 
the Jews in Palestine) into the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

There, on May 8, 1947, Rabbi Silver presented the 
case for Jewish statehood. Six months later, the world 
learned how well the words of lhis renowned, often con
troversial religious leader had turned the tide of interna
tional opposition. In November, by a vote of 33-13, the 
General Aaembly voted for the cstablishmenl of the 
country we now call Israel. 

Above, poliUcal allies Abba Eben (left) and Rabbi Sliver al• meeUng In the 1940s. 
(Man In Iha middle Is not known.) At right, Virginia and Abba Sliver attend dedication 

ceremonies ■t Kf■r Sliver, the lsr■ell 1ehoof named In lhe r■bbl'I honor. 

:; .. :·.· ... . . . ·: . 

H 
e was, lO many, a giant of a man who could laugh 
uproariously al a Yiddish joke, play gin rummy 
wilh abandon, cat potato latkes with gusto or, 

with jacket flapping, chase his toddler grandchild al a 
Temple picnic. 

Mention Abba Hillel Silver to Gerrie and Bernie 
Abrahams and their eyes instantly misL Seconds later, 
though, they begin to lalk about their beloved daughter 
Wendy, who was only 5-lll, years old when she died 
suddenly. 

It was Thursday, the Abrahamscs recall, Rabbi 

•'. • ... . · ' 
.. ,: • ' 

' . . 
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Photo, taken al UN on May 8, 1947, shows Rabbi Silver (third from right) staling demands of Jewish people 
for a national homeland. Seated to Rabbi Silver's right is Andrei Gromyko. Behind them (L-R) are Dr. 

Emanuel Neumann, Golda Meir and Mosha Sharell. 

Silver's night lo auend the Cleveland Orchestra concert 
"He loved lhe music," Bernie Abrahams explains. But 
Rabbi Silver spent the evening with them, instead, and 
they still remember his consoling presence and 
comf orling words. 

"I'll never forget what he told us when we asked him 
how a beautiful child like our Wendy could be taken 
from us," Abrahams says. "If you look at the word 
LIFE," Rabbi Silver began, "you'll sec it has the word 
IF in it. It reminds us that everything is 'ir; nothing is 
sure in life." 

Gerrie Abrahams also recalls how Abba Hillel Silver 
wept as he officiated at their daughter's funeral service. 
"There was no one like him," she says softly. 

Rabbi Silver's biographer, Marc Lee Raphael, notes 
that while he restricted his hospital visits lo only 
his mosl desperately ill congregants, the rabbi re

ceived hundreds of thank-you notes from Temple 
families. They emphasized Rabbi Silver's "patience, 
compassion and gentleness," Raphael writes. 

They arc a far cry from the trailS associated with Abba 
Hillel Silver by some of the world's most powerful 
leaders - including Presidents Roosevelt and Truman, 
David Ben-Gurion and Chaim Weizmann - who came 
into conflict with some of his views and methods. 
"Different people found him arrogant, overbearing, 
domineering, egotistical, contemptuous," Raphael 
charges. 

Ben-Gurion and Weizmann later mended the fences 
separating them from Rabbi Silver and a few months 
before his death, Ben-Gurion called him "the greatest 
and most courageous Zionist fighter." 

Adele Silver, who was married to his older son, 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver (who died in 1989), found 
her father-in-law lo be wonderfully courteous. No matter 
how busy he was, .. he was always willing to talk about 
(subjects) you wanted lo discuss. always willing lo 
answer your questions." she recalls. 

Furthermore, .. it would never enter his mind to inter
fere:• she says. He made just two requests of her when 
she first joined the Silver family ... They were made 
through Daniel because he was such a courteous man," 
she confides. 

The first request was .. that I should always be on time 
- as a Southerner I had to learn lhal - and (the second) 
lhat I not serve shellfish in my home." 

His death at 70, she adds • .. wu a great loss to all of 
us. We really felt that very keenly. He would have been 
a spectacular grandfather." she exclaims. At the time of 
his death, her older son, Jonathan, was only 6. 

She also feels that Abba Hillel Silver would have 
loolccd forward to teaching his grandchildren Hebrew the 
same way he 1aught his sons when they were young~ 

The rabbi's nuency in Hebrew began before he was 5 
when his father, Rabbi Moses Silver, first tutored him. 
The young Abraham - he changed his name IO Abba 

when he was 20 - soon had a command of spoken 
Hebrew, as well as a legendary sensitivity to Zionism. 

The rabbi passed along his love of Hebrew not only 
to sons Daniel and Raphael, but lo Temple members as 
well. By 1928, 11 years after becoming the rabbi al 
Tifereth Israel - the largest Reform congregation in 
America - every student there was required to learn 
Hebrew. 

Few orators have come close lo matching Rabbi 
Silver's skill al holding and informing an audience. 
.. Silver dazzled with his style, but informed with his 
content," is the way Marc Lee Raphael explains it. 
From his first public political talk, a patriotic address 
..for Jewish boys" on August 17, 1917, at Euclid Beach, 
to the Sunday sermon about John F. Kennedy he never 
delivered (he suffered a fatal heart attack on 
Thanksgiving Day 1963), Rabbi Silver was always 
eloquent, concise and prepared. 

His preparation for an address, whether presented in 
Flushing, N.Y., or Cleveland, Ohio, was always 
meticulous. "His subject was well-researched, 

His legendary skills at oratory, 
developed from his youth, 
drew thousands to his pulpit. 

qualified and illustrated - all that goes into being a good 
communicator," explains Dr. Frances Wolpaw, whose 
doctoral thesis in communications focused on Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver's ideas and his ability to communi-
cate lhem. • 

His was the .. vigorous voice needed to muster public 
opinion behind lhe demand of establishing a Jewish 
state," Wolpaw says. He knew. she adds. that .. he had to 
be understood and the way IO do that was to make his 
presentations very clear. There could be no mistaking 
his purpose." 

A. s for his being .. distant and cool," as some of his 
congregants called him, Wolpaw herself enjoyed a 
vivid demonstration of Silver affection. Once, 

~hen she entered the Oakwood Club, where they were 
both members, Rabbi Silver scooped her up, lifting her 
.. almost IO the ceiling." by way of greeting. "Everyone 
around was amazed he was that demonstn1tive," she 
recalls. 

Journalist Bea Stadtler writes about the time Rabbi 
Silver asked her lO help with the manuscript of his 
book, Where Judaism Differed. ..He sat at an enormous 
desk and I sat in an armchair too large for me, my feet 
dangling," she recalls. 

.. Well, what do you think?" he asked. 

.. Well ... it's all right. but lhe first sentence is loo 
long," she replied. • 

• •• • I • • .. • ... .. : . . . 
I 

' . . 
' ., . . . .. . . 

Rabbi Sliver met often with key U.S. leaders (lop 
to bottom): President Harry S. Truman (left) and 

Or. Emanuel Naumann of the Jewish Agency; 
Vice President Alben W. Barkley (left) and Ohio 

Senator Robert Taft; President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower; Prtsldant John F. Kennedy. 

.. Too long!" he exclaimed, and began reading his text 
aloud. 

In an admittedly small voice, Stadtler answered, 
..When you read it, it doesn't sound so long." 

He laughed, she remembers, and .. went on to other 
things. But later he did shonen the rust scnlencc." 

Awe seems to be the word most people use when 
they recall Abba Hillel Silver. Many children (half
seriously) thought of him as God, perhaps because of 
his height. lhe dramatic ways he used his large hands, 
and his booming voice. 

Clementine C'Clcmmyj Reitman admits she was al
ways in awe of Rabbi Silver, even though he often vis
ited her home socially because her parents, Sylvester 
and Erma Flcsheim, and the Silve,s were good friends. 

.. He seemed like such a giant of a person in every 
See Sliver / 18 

. : •·. ' 
• •, ." .. 

•' ... 
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Raphael ·Silver ·reflects · on<!Jis·11amous father~ . . - ( • • , ;i 
1
·:,··· 

·, 
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R aphael 11Ray" Silver, the second child or Rabbi 
Abba Hillel and Virginia Silver, was born 22 
months after · his brother, Daniel. Unlike his 

grandfather, father or brother, he chose a career in busi
ness instead of the rabbinate. 

T~y Ray Silver is a New York real-estate developer 
and falm producer. His wifo is celebrated film director 
Joan Micklin Silver, who directed "Hester Street." 

Reflecting on his growing-up years, Silver declares, 
"Summers were great." Summertime was when the Sil
ver family would leave Cleveland and head for a collage 

As a father, Abba Hillel was 
warm and loving, says his son. 

by a lake in Maine, or they'd cruise · to Europe. Then 
they could all relax, "especially Dad," who could now 
devote himself fully to his family. 

Silver admits that he was almost a teenager before he 
began lo realize that his father was famous, "more than 
a dad or rabbi," he says. It was when he understood that 
his father actually "played a pretty significant role be
yond Cleveland" that he became interested in Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver's work. 

Yes, it was exciting, he acknowledges, to accompany 
his father when he spoke before tens of thousands or 
people al political rallies. "Those are moments when 
you sec your father as something different," he confides . 
. But those exciting times are matched, he says, by the 

simple ones, like the many hours he sat with his father 
watching ball games.'· .. I ,really cherish ··them,, she re-· 
marks · • ··: · •·- ' :1: ;· • ·, ·,,;,,i:, ~(l~ :f"• • 

• , ',, ,· ., •1~1 ·.',.''\" '-~,•!\· ·~•·; 

As a father, Abba Hillel was ·warm·,and ltivirig/ ~ys 
his son. "Dad enjoyed his kid$ and their foibles, and our 
family. He also had a great sense or humorr .. 

Mediocrity was not a trait he would tolerate, Ray Sil
ver remembers. He wanted simply that his children °do 
their best. My father wanted people to set their own 
goals or desires for themselves." • 

When Silver told his father that he was going lo 
study busin~ at Harvard and not become a rabbi .. He . . 
didn't understand (the decision) but he said it was fine 

SILVER from page 15: 
way," she says. 0 I ~~to death~ be in his com-
pany." • ' .. • •• :: . 

Still, Reitman remembers the rabbi fo~dly. He even 
tutored her personally in his home study al'ler she failed : 
her confirmation test! • • ' • • 

Veteran Jewish leader and philanthropist David N .. 
Myers, his friend for almost 40 years, was .. captivated" 
by the rabbi, he says. "Everything (he) said was gospel 
lo me. I would do anything he commanded - even jump 
off a roof," he says, grinning. 

James Reich, who served as president of The Temple 
~rter ~~bbi Daniel Jeremy Silver succeeded his father as 
its religious leader, realizes today that when Reich was a 
young Temple student, Abba Hillel Silver didn't even 
~now his name. But it didn't matler, Reich maintains. 
ll was Abba Hillel Silver who defined Judaism for me. 

I remember him as a great aeacher, but stern - he 
brooked no nonsense." • 

Perhaps not, but Abba Hillel. Silver did have a great 
sense of humor, as his small circle of close friends 
knew. Included in lhal privileged circle was Rabbi Ar
mond E. Cohen, now distinguished service rabbi or 
Park Synagogue. They we·nt often to the movies to
gether and Rabbi Cohen recalls that they were once 
asked to !eave a theater because they were making too 

• much noise. 11Wc were laughing our heads off" -at a 
Marx Brothers comedy, he recalls. 

E ach Friday at noon, in the old Tasty Shop, located 
at E. I 051h SL and Euclid Ave., the two friends 
would catch up on Cleveland gossip or discuss the 

week's sermons. Rabbi Silver 10melimes gave his col
~gue idea or invalidated a proposed aennon topic. . 

He was a great help IO me," Rabbi Cohen confides. 
.. He wu also very generous. Whatever money Rabbi 
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Abba Hillel and Virginia Silver are accompanied by their handsome 
young sons, Daniel (left) and Raphael at a social event. 

with him." His father also never pressured him to was "an extraordinarily independent person, a lone 
change his mind, he says. · wolf." 

The boys' mother, Virginia, provided the balance for Often the rabbi playoo a political waiting game. "If he 
Abba's ~g9rous schedule, according to .Silver ... She couldn't keep his associates focused, he would withdraw 

. ~med him .down when he got.too ~und up and main- for a period of time until they came to him again for 
lained an ordinary·famUy life,",he 'says. ;Home was a guidance~/ We need you,' they,'d say, and h~'d (Cply, 
~!!'=. •?here ,.Abba : Hillel , Si~y~~· "l~sei:ied his tie· and 'These are the things .we need to geL '" ; • , •. 
IIGI.M.U. . . I' What docs Ray Silver believe were his father's great-

Silver believes his father "had very specific, lifelong est gifts? .. Dad was more than a religious person who 
goals and he would not be deflected from them because wrot.c books and preached about ethics," he replies. 

0

He 
thc;Y might be unpopular or difficult to achieve." De- was one of the truly great orators. He had a phenomenal 
sp11e ~temal conflicts wi~ aaociates _ Rabbi Stephen capacity to move people with his thoughts, foundoo on 
S. Wise, for one - who might cave in under pressure his belief in Judaism. Thal was the base upon which his 
S!lver _remembers his father .. always stayed focused 0 ~ Zionism grew." 
h11 ultimate goal- the need for a Jewish state." If he hadn't been a rabbi, says his son, Abba Hillel 
• • Rabbi Silver "was not a compron:iiser," he says. He Silver would have made a "brilliant trial lawyer." 

• ·,· 

Silver had in his pocket. he would give· to any ap-
• proaching beggar," Rabbi Cohen recalls. • . . 

Other friends knew Abba Hillel Silver's.penchant for 
• card games, espec~lly gin rummy. He'd call Dave My
ers to find out if he was going to New York on a certain 
dale so they could play 11gin" together on the train. 

0 ne of his oldest friends, Sophia Thorman, now 
99, say! tha~ originally Rabbi Silver "didn't 
approve ot gm rummy, but that he changed his 

mind and "ended up a good gin player." • 
Ernest Siegler, who was often at the Silver l~ome, 

knew Rabbi Silver as a "speculalOr" at gin rummy. He 
would ofaen draw a card tha~ the more cautious player 

. would leave, Siegler says, smiling ... But he was a per
fectionist in everything else. He knew if there was a 
piece ~r paper in the back of the sanctuary that hadn't 
been J)lcked up." ' .: • • • • • 

Sophia Thorman likes to talk about the 0 strong dis
cussions" she, her late husband, Harold, and the rabbi 
would have on the old heredity vs. environment contro-

• versy. "He always took the opposite view to mine,~ she 
·notes. .. • 

Small wonder. Debating always interested Abba Hit
: lel Silver. From the. time he was a founding member, al 
• age 11, or the fi!5t Hebrew-speaking club in America, 
the Dr. Herzl Zion Club, through his Hebrew Union 
College and University or Cincinnati days, to his ap
~ before national and inaemational groups, Abba 
Hillel Silver was prepared IO argue his point publicly 
fon:ef'ully and, as hisamy now shows, correctly. ' 

But he would also listen - and encourage - the other 
point of view. Abba Hillel Silver once told his friend 
David Myers, .. I have the greatest personal respect for 
lhe opposite · aide if it is properly prepared and pre
--• 

' ·,• 

f • • I ·1 

I • ,, f •• • • I 

,. ,, '• , . 
' ' 

-~ L.G. 

Doing as he was told 
I read that you were seeking personal reminiscences 

about Abba Hillel Silver. I have one/or your 
collection. 

I was confirmed in 1959, then allended Temple 1/igh 
School/or three years. At that time I was not sure if 
Abba Iii/lei Silver was God, or God was Abba Hillel 
Silver; if not theologically, then as least socially. , 

One wintry day I was waiting for my parents to pick 
me up after Temple High School. The weather was 

·particularly nasty and snowy, so I stood just oUlside the 
side door. Mrs. Silver saw me standing there and invited 
me to wait in the rabbi's office: . 

Just think - to be invited to wait in the rabbi's office! 
A few minutes later, Rabbi Silver entered. After .mme 
polite conversation, he started to put on his coat and 
scarf. " • • 

Mrs. Silver said, "Abba, it is nasty out. Put on your 
galoshes," to which the rabbi replied it was not 
necessary. Mrs. Silver then said, •Abba, it is very nasty 
out. Put on your galoshes." Again, the rabbi replied 
thal it was not necessary. Finally, Mrs. Silver said, 
"Abba, put on your galoshes!" 

Then, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, great, mighty and 
exalted, sat down and put on his galoshes. 

·.' . 
: ' .. 

..... 
.. : • ' 

GEORGE H. DORSEY 
Charlotte, N.C. 



CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

COMMEMORATING THE 100th BIRTHDAY OF RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
May 16th 1993 

It is a high privilege to participate in this commemorative Centennial 
of the birth of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

I served as his assistant and associate for nine years, from 1935 to 1~4. 
They were the best and most rewarding years of my career. To work, side by 
side with a man of his greatness and distinction was indeed the privilege 
of a lifetime. There was 10 years difference in our ages - I was 32 and 
he was 42, when I came to Cleveland. And what a difference in stature and 
intellect! 

My assignment tonight is to relate a few of my personal reminiscences 
of our relationship during those challenging years. 

I first met Rabbi Silver at the Installation Service of Rabbi Leon Feuer, 
in Toledo in 19J4. Rabbi Feuer was Rabbi Silver's first assistant for 
seven years. 

After the Installation Service, all the participants were invited to 
my mother-in-law's apartment for a snack.Having learned of Rabbi Silver's 
favorite food, she prepared potatoe pancakes, and he devoured them with 
great delight and relish. 

Rabbi Silver had to be back in Cleveland for the Sabbath morning service 
the next day, and I had the pleasure of accompaning him on the Mercury 
train at 6:30 in the morning. 

I was scheduled for an interview with the Board of The Temple that same 
noon. I met with the Board at lunch, answered a few questions, and was 
told to step out of the room. Within a few minutes, I was called back 
and advised that I was appointed the assistant rabbi of The Temple. 
I was unsure whether I was elected for my qualifications, or because 
of my mother-law's potatoe pancakes. 

The first year I was in Cleveland, I put on a Chanukah play. It was not 
too exciting nor effective. After the performance, Rabbi Silver called me into 
his office, sat me down in front of him, and calmly said: 

Mel, this is one of the great congregations in America. 
It is one of the most affluent congregations, and money 
is no object. WE 00 NOT TOLERATE MEDIOCRITY! 
If yuu need professional help to put on a play or function, 
hire the best you can get. WE ONLY ACCEPI' PERFECTION:! 

And for the next nine years, whatever we did was PERFECTION. 
That was one of the great lessons I learned from Rabbi Silver, and have 
followed that principle in everything I did thereafter. 

Rabbi Silver was a strict disciplinarian, especially with the Religious School 
and Confirmation. We both taught classes each week, and Discipline was the major 
requirement. The students stood in awe of him, and looked upon him as a God. 

The Confirmation Service always had to be perfection. We worked with each student 
individually, to prepare and polish their speaking parts. Rehearsals were precision. 
And the final performance perfectly timed and executed. 

Likewise, the curriculum of the Religious School was the best in the country. 
We pioneered in the development of new and more effective methods of teaching. 
The Temple was the leader in the field of Jewish Education. 



-2-
-.#- .... 

• '• My relationship with Rabbi Silver was close and intimate. We had lunch together 
frequently at the Park Lane and the Wade Park Manor. These were occasions when 
he would relax and forget the momentous problems of the world. He would tell 
interesting yiddish stories, and I would love to see him chuckle in the telling 
of them. 

When people would come up to our table to greet him, he would always says 
"Vot's the name, please?" Surmizing that he was joking, they would not answer. 
But after they left, he would turn to me and ask their name. For the most pa.rt, 
I usually would know their names. One time, someone came up to the table, and 
after they left, he would ask their name - and this time .I had to confess that 
I didn't know ... and he said, "Boy, you are slipping!" .. 

Rabbi Silver always berated me for allowing people to call me by my first name. 
He felt it was a loss of dignity to get too personal with members of the congregation. 
Insist on being called "Rbbi Harris", he would say, as did all of his assistants 
and associates. 

Thirty years ago, on January 20th, 196), I stood on this pulpit to celebrate 
Rabbi Silver's 70th birthday. It was his 45th year as spiritual leader of this 
congregation. In the evening there was a testimonial dinner in his honor at 
the Sheraton-Cleveland hotel, at which many dignitaries of state and nation 
brot greetings, including the Mayor of Cleveland, the Governor of Ohio, 
U.S. senators, Stephen M. Young and Frank J. Lausche, with the main addresses 
by the Honorable Avraham Harman, ambassador of the State of Israel to the United 
States, and Honorable Anthony J. Celebrezze, U.S. Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare. It was an impressive occasion, and Rabbi Silver was in his glory, 
toasted by all these celebrities for his many achievments and accomplishments' 
as a champion of economic justice, human brotherhood, and international peace. 

Little did we suspect at the time that 10 months later, on Thanksgiving day, · 
November 28th, that his life would be terminated so untimely and without warning. 
It happened a few days after the tragic assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 
Rabbi Silver prepared a lecture on Kennedy, to be delivered the following Sunday 
morning. Unfortunatly, death intervened. The lecture was re~d at a subsequent 
service by Louis N. Seltzer, editor of the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

To know Rabbi Silver as one of the great giants of the Rabbinate, and to have 
listened to him as one of the most eloquent and forceful orators of this 
genEration, was indeed my good fortune. 

But to know him as a friend and colleague was the privilege of my life. 
He was my mentor, my idol, my role model. I cherished every moment of that 
relationship, as I do tonight, sharing with you these personal reminiscences. 

This congregation, the City of Cleveland, Isarael and the World, has lost 
one of the greatest personalities, whose influence and contributions will 
remain forever in the annals of Jewish history, 

ZECHER TZADIC LIVRACHA - May the memory of the righteous be for a blessing~ 

Rabbi Melbourne F. Harris 



J 

REMARKS BY RAPHAEL D. SILVER 

DELIVERED AT THE ABBA HILLEL CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

THE TEMPLE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 

MAY 16, 1993 

My father was 37 years old when I was born. I never knew him 

when he was a young man. He had already been Rabbi at this 

Temple for 13 years when I was born. 

He was already a prominent figure. A brilliant orator and 

religious scholar. Author. Zionist leader, and more. That is 

how the world knew . him. But of course that isn't what I 

remember most about him. 

I remember Friday evenings at home. Shabbas dinner. While Dad 

travelled all the time somehow he almost always managed to get 

back home by Friday in time for vesper services at the Temple 

and Friday dinner at home with his family. A crystal decanter 

of red wine sat on the table. Shabbas candles were lit. Dad 

poured wine into the Shabbas cup and chanted the Kiddush. The 

chalah was cut. The Mozii recited. Dad would be relaxed by 

then. He was home. In the bosom of his family. At peace. He 

always seemed relaxed and happiest at that time. Conversation 

was about ordinary things. 

Saturdays he would prepare his sermon, memorizing as he wrote. 

Study door closed. He wasn't to be disturbed. When he was 



through he would always give my brother Dan and me Hebrew 

lessons. This too was a tradition. He believed -in the 

continuity of experience. He had learned Hebrew from his Dad -

and so on back through the generations. I always hoped Dan 

would be well prepared. He always had the first lesson and I 

prayed that his lesson would go well and leave Dad in a good 

mood by the time it was my turn. 

If you weren't well prepared, he didn't hide his 

disappointment. He would get angry. He could make you 

tremble. If you weren't trying. If you weren't thorough. 

Watch out! The anger didn't last long but you remembered it. 

Later when I travelled with Dad and observed him in action in 

the Zionist political arena I watched that same anger erupt for 

the same reasons. Careless preparation. Wishful thinking. 

Fuzzy logic. Lack of Resolve. Loss of nerve. I watched that 

anger hitched to a massive intellect, wither opposition, raise 

expectations and ·strengthen wills. 

There was something about his presence. I heard many people 

talk about it over the years. I certainly felt it. He evoked a 

sense of respect tinged with awe - for me mingled with love - A 

feeling that you were in the presence of power - of infinite 

determination - of a massive intellect and an even stronger 

will. 
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Dad was an extraordinarily private person. He didn't reveal 

much about himself. He wasn't casual. He didn't confide much. 

I only saw him cry once. And it was on this pulpit. He had 

come home from a trip to Europe toward the end of the war when 

the full weight of the Holocaust had become known. He talked to 

the congregation about what was happening to the Jews of Europe 

and he wept openly and he had to stop for a minute or two to 

pull himself together. 

He made a conscious effort, I think, to control his emotions. 

He wanted to be able to think clearly about complex problems. 

To remain objective. Never emotionally detached, but 

objective. Clear minded, - even about things that affected him 

in a deeply personal way. There was this rock solid quality 

about him. 

When he died in 1963 we found a massive granite boulder - a 

remnant of the time when glaciers covered this part of the 

country - in a forest in Eastern Ohio - and it became his 

tombstone. 

I remember understanding early on that even though he suffered 

defeats and setbacks from time to time, he was unwilling to 

compromise his ideals. He would pull away for a while - wait 

until he was called back because of his unique ability to lead 
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and to inspire - and come back on his own terms with his goals 

and his vision intact. 

He trusted his instincts and his ability totally. He set goals 

for himself, and he expected to achieve them. I can remember 

seeing him angry about failure. Frustrated by setbacks. But 

never despondent. He tried to pass that life affirming positive 

attitude on to my brother and to me. He believed that if you 

persevered you would eventually win out. He was extraordinarily 

ambitious. He loved a good fight. He wasn't worried about 

shaking up people if the cause was just. He enjoyed power. he 

was a consummate risk taker. He had some enemies. He had a lot 

of friends. 

He was a complicated human being. I was aware of all these 

things as I was growing up, and have become more aware of them 

as the years have passed. I like to think I understand him a 

little better now. 

He loved to laugh. He loved to hear a good joke. His laughter 

was infectious. I remember moving a few seats away from him at 

a Marx Brothers movie because he was laughing so hard and I 

couldn't hear the film. 

He loved to eat. He told me he had been skinny once. I never 

really believed it, although there was a photo of him as a young 
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man to prove it. What I do remember is my Mother saying - at 

meals - "now, Abba", and he would give Mother a wide smile and 

invariably say "just a little more, Virginia". 

He really loved my Mother. He adored her. She was smart, 

steadfast. They were totally devoted to one another. He knew 

how fortunate he was to have her. I could feel his love for 

her. She lived in Wheeling where Dad had his first pulpit -

before coming here - and he courted her for years, - driving to 

Wheeling from Cleveland as often as possible - but too shy and 

awkward to propose. I was told that he would spend most of 

every visit talking to my grandfather - until they apparently 

ran out of things to talk about and he finally got up the nerve 

to ask my grandfather for my mother' hand . 

He enjoyed life. He had come a long way from the lower East 

Side of New York. I once asked him to show me where he grew 

up. And as we walked the streets of lower New York, he became 

strangely silent. There must have been a lot of painful 

memories connected .with growing up on these streets. 

He liked creature comforts. A good car. A good cigar before he 

stopped smoking. A little schnapps before dinner. Conservative 

well tailored clothes. He was always quite formal. I don't 

remember seeing him often without a coat, tie and vest. Once in 

the mid 40's when he was working at the U.N. a friend invited 
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all of us to the races. Dad showed up wearing a sport coat, 

grey slacks, an open blue silk shirt and a straw hat. We were 

all in shock. We had no idea where all these clothes came 

from. At the track a man actually came over to Dad and asked 

him what looked good in the third race. Dad loved every second 

of it. 

I often used to think he could have been a great actor, or a 

brilliant trial lawyer, or a captain of industry. He would have 

hated each of those careers. 

The 40's were tumultuous exciting years for him. Really his 

decade. He travelled continuously - working with others to 

patch together the great Zionist coalition - and the domestic 

political machinery that would eventually lead to the u.s, 

recognition of Israel. He seemed always leaving to go 

somewhere. Europe, South America, everywhere in the United 

States. Always on the move. On the phone. On the telegraph. 

On trains. On planes. Strategizing - Manoeuvering - Bitter 

defeats - Small triumphs and ultimately victory. 

It was a difficult decade. The family missed him. We were old 

enough to understand the importance of what he was doing - but 

we missed him. Part of this congregation spun off in opposition 

to his political views and that hurt him deeply. Friday nights 

at home together became less frequent My mother filled in. I 

was the youngest. I think I missed him the most. When I was 
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ten or eleven a teacher asked us in class to talk about our 

parents and I was told that I replied "My mother is the best 

parents a boy ever had". 

But when Dad was home - He was the same father - unchanged by 

fame. Still writing sermons. Still giving my brother and me 

Hebrew lessons. Still pouring Kiddush wine from the crystal 

decanter on Friday nights. 

By 1950 his great work was over. He was home more. He had 

lived for years in the cauldron of history. He seemed to be 

willing to slow down and recharge his batteries. He wrote 

more. Still travelled. Still lectured. Was much honored. 

Award after award came his way. As brilliant an orator as ever, 

he could still thrill and move thousands. I think he became 

more reflective. Dan and I sometimes wondered if he was happy -

now more removed from the limelight. He seemed somewhat less 

communicative. His 60th birthday in 1953 was celebrated 

widely. He had ambivalent feelings about it. He didn't feel he 

was growing old - but the celebrations made him aware that he 

was no longer young. 

He and mother talked about moving to Israel. They bought land 

in Jerusalem. They started to design a home. But he was 

clearly conflicted. Part of him clearly wanted to begin a new 

phase of life. Search out new challenges. Be a part of a 
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society and a country that he had helped bring into existence. 

Part of him wanted to stay put - in a world he knew. In a City 

that was his home place, among the friends he cherished, 

surrounded by familiar things - in a place he felt most secure 

and most at peace with himself. 

And so he continued to write and teach and lecture and work for 

the new State of Israel. He remained a national and an 

international figure and he stayed in Cleveland and in some 

ways, as he moved a bit off the world stage, I think his last 

years were among his finest. 

In November 1963 John Kennedy died. Dad was planning to deliver 

a eulogy for the young president from this pulpit. He admired 

Kennedy whose vision had inspired a generation and revived a 

nations soul. There were many parallels with his own life's 

work. A few days later on Thanksgiving Day he was stricken at 

home with a heart attack. We were about to sit down to dinner. 

The crystal decanter full of red wine was on the table. 

At the hospital he fought to live - but there had been 

irreparable damage and the Doctor took my mother aside and spoke 

to her and my brother and I watched her as she listened 

carefully to what the Doctor had to tell her - and then she said 

simply "Let him go". 
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The decanter full of red wine is empty now - but its crystal 

surface still glistens - still reflects the light. And the 

taste of that wine still lingers in my memory. 

• 
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Dear Adele: 

-

May 19, 1993. 

The 
Sam Davis 
Company, 

Inc. 

That was a wonderful and historic celebration of Abba 
Hillel Silver's Centennial, well planned and executed, except 
for Rabbi Kamin's too long and inappropriate remarks prior to 
his introduction of Abba Eban. It was an exhilarating event 
for me. 

One of the highlights of my week-end was 
Enjoyed the• sumptuous food, and the company, 
and Raphael and Florence and Phil Bernstein. 
for including me in the family. 

your Sunday brunch. 
especially Joan 
Thanks so much 

Enclosed is a copy of my speech, which you reque~ted. It 
does not include the extemp remarks about Dan, Virginia and 
you. Also enclosed is the new address of Jan and Irving Liebow, 
which Florence and Phil wanted. Would you please forward it to 
them. 

So good to share this event with you. Hope to see you soon. 
Fondest regards and best wishes. 

As ever, 

~d/ 
~ Jff¢.Jr\4~ 

P.s./ would love to have a copy of Raphael's ad__. ...... 
V have it. ~--------~ 

My address is1 4343 W. Bancroft St. 
Toledo, Ohio 43615 
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Remarks at Annual Meeting 

T et me begin by being direct: I am 
Lthrilled to be here. I'd like to take a 
few minutes to tell you why. Twelve 
years ago, I left the congregational rab
binate. I wanted to take seriously 
Judaism's exhortation to study more, to 
learn more, to drink deeply from the inex
haustible well of Torah. I wanted the spe
cial intimacies of the classroom; I wanted 
the stimulation of academic life among 
colleagues - from Israel to Wesleyan 
University, to the Cleveland College of 
Jewish Studies. I've been happy and ful
filled with it all. But when Rabbi Kamin 
called in November and asked if I'd be 
interested in returning to the rabbinate for 
a time, I found myself drawn by the chal
lenge and the opportunity. In the imt four 
months while here at 1be Temple, I dis
covered that, while away from the rab
binate, I had missed certain things - the 
power of being an active part of a wor
shipping community; the satisfaction of 
facilitating life cycle events; the thrill of 
playing a role in congregational life; and 
the special promise of the synagogue as 
Judaism's singular institution - the institu
tion that best guarantees the quality, the 
depth, and the survival of the Jewish 
community. 

I am pleased that you have given me 
the opportunity to return to the syna
gogue, while also enabling me to remain 
in my full-time work at another remark
able institution, the Cleveland College of 
Jewish Studies, under the visionary and 
energetic direction of its president, Dr. 
David Ariel. 

But I want to be even more direct and 
concrete because rm not just returning to 
the synagogue in general; I'm joining this 

Rabbi Roger C. Klein 

particular synagogue. Though my family 
and I have been back in Cleveland for 
less than four years, I have heard over 
and over again about the specialness of 
this congregation. In the Im folD' years, I 
have experienced it first-hand: your 
warmth, humanity, dignity, generosity; 
your special history; your dynamic 
future. 

The many people I have had contact 
with through life cycle events, services, 
and in administration have been receptive 
and generous in welcoming me. I'm 
delighted to be a part of this congregation. 

I feel lucky to have the opportunity to 
work closely with two special rabbis -
Rabbi Kamin and Rabbi Haim. From 
both, I feel the power of their warm 
smiles, their infectious enthusiasm, their 
friendship, their dedication to Judaism, 
their loyalty to this Temple. From both, I 
have learned again the power of begin
nings. I feel blessed to call them col
leagues as I know how fortunate you are 
to have them a., your rabbis. 

Finally, I feel fortunate to have the 
opportunity to explore with you the rich-

Family Sabbath 
August20 
7:30 p.m. 

The Branch 

Please join the Rabbis for a warm 
multi-generational Sabbath experience. 

s 

es of our wonderful and profound Jewish 
tradition. We have - you and I - some
thing quite remarkable: a nearly 4,000 
year heritage which breathes with life 
and which breathes life into us. But, we 
must prepare ourselves to uncover its 
riches and to mine its precious contents; 
it will not remain vital unless we keep it 
vital; and if it weakens, we weaken. Let 
us resolve to study together, to worship 
together, to celebrate and to mourn 
together, to be together, to grow together. 
We have a precious heritage; we must 
pass it - and our love for it - to the com
ing generations. 

We have work to do and we have deep 
pleasures to experience; I look forward to 
doing them with you, together. ■ 

Temple Museum 
Needs Information 
About War Heroes 

In preparation for a major Temple 
Museum exhibition to be mounted this 
fall, the Museum staff needs information 
about the twenty-two men of our congre
gation whose names are commemorated 
on our Chapel's stained glass windows. 

H you have any knowledge about their 
families or their U.S. military service, 
please contact Frances Tramer at 
791-7755. 

Temple Family Slmchas 

Maza/ Tov to ... 

Marie Ascherman, Ruthanne Berger, 
Rosalind Braun, Nettie Chavinson, 
Elizabeth Faulb, Dr. Jerome Fisher, 
Marian Friedlander, Marian Garson, 
Ernest Groa, Mina Kulber, Melvin I. 
Lazerick, David N. Myers, Leonard 
Perlick, Betty S. Rosin, Roma C. 
Schachtel, Ruth Schaul, Jane Schiffer, 
Thomas H. Sinks, Janet Smith, Dr. 
Howard A. Steiner, lrvin1 E. Stern, 
Ann Steuer, Sarah Rosen Stillman, 
Pearl Summerfield, Ruth Vinney, 
Charles D. Wallach, Ruth Weinstein 
and E. Richard Weltz on the occasion 
of their special birthdays. 



Remarks by Merrill D. Gross, 
Honorary Life Trustee 

Thank you, Cluck, and thank you my 
friends. I am very pleased and flat

tered to have been asked to join the dis
tinguished group of Honorary Life 
Trustees of The Temple. 

Our Temple has always been an 
important part of my life. Ours was an 
observant family in the reform tradition. 
We observed all of the holidays - the 
major, and the minor holidays, too. My 
mother chaired the Religious School 
Committee and was President of the 
Sisterhood, and of the National Council 
of Jewish Women. The U.S.O. wasn't 
Jewish, but she was chairman of that, 
too. My father served as a trmtee of The 
Temple Board. My brother, Stuart and I 
attended the religious school. We were 
both confirmed by Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver and graduated from The Temple 
High School - no Bar Mitzvahs in those 
days. I was an officer of the old Temple 
Alumni Asmciation. 

Martha and I were married by Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, and joined the 
Temple soon after. Martha served as 
recording secretary of The Temple 
Women's Association and was asked to 
accept the nomination to be the fourth 
vice-president. She turned it down for a 
better offer from the hospital and went on 
to be the president of the Mount Sinai 
Auxiliary, followed by a co-chairman
ship of the Women's Division of 
Federation and as a vice-president and 
life trustee of the Montefiore Board, and 
two terms on The Temple Board. Both of 
our sons were confirmed at The Temple 
- still, no Bar Mitzvahs. 

My own early adult involvement with 
The Temple consisted of three tenns on 
the Board. The first was in 1947, when 
Rabbi Abba suggested that I serve as 
chainnan of the Membership Committee 
- which I did! During the other two 
terms, my activity consisted primarily of 
fund raising and dues collections. I 
became a Fair Share member in 1972. 

During the next two decades my activ
ity in Temple affairs was, at best, spo
radic. My commooity service was chan
neled in other directions, such as the 
Jewish Convalescent Hospital, where I 
served as president for four years and 
was elected an Honorary Trustee for 
Life. 

Evans and Martha had a business lunch 
one day, about The Temple, of course. 
As Martha related later, Cluck was talk
ing about how much he liked playing ten
nis with me, when a glint appeared in his 
eyes - and he said, "Do you think Merrill 
would like to work for The Temple?" 
Martha, dumbfounded, said she had no 
idea but suggested he ask me himself -
and he did. I think I said that I was 
intrigued with the idea and would give it 
some thought. Three months later, after 
several meetings with Chuck and Jim 
Reich and Rabbi Daniel Silver, I 
embarked on a new career at The 
Temple. 

My five years as administrative offi
cer were busy and rewarding and 
enriched my life. I was privileged to 
know and work with great rabbis, and 
with outstanding lay leaders, with 
Temple officers and board members, old 
friends and new. I will always remember 
their warmth and their friendship. 

Three years ago, on June 1st, at the 
140th Annual Temple Meeting, the last 
item on the agenda was: "The Swan Song 
to Menill D. Gross." Everybody said all 
the right things, and I enjoyed every 
minute of it Litde did I think that three 
years later I would be back again, and 
this time, for life. 

The Temple, and all the people in it, 
mean a great deal to me, and I hope to 
continue to be active in service of this 
congregation as long as I am able. Thank 
you again for honoring me. ■ 

Tribute to 
Lois Kuhlman 

by Merrill Gross 

Lois Kuhlman is being honored 
tonight for her twenty years of service to 
The Temple. Many of you know her only 
as the lady who sends your dues state
ments, but in the five years I served as 
administrator of The Temple, I came to 
know her much better than that. She 
plays a very important role in the suc
cessful operation of The Temple. 

During the past twenty years, in addi
tion to working for The Temple, she has 
raised three children single-handedly and 
now has added two lovely grandchildren 
to her family. 

Her co-workers know her as the per
son without whom they would never 
have learned their jobs, and the person 
who, when the computer dies, is the only 
one who can bring it back to life. She's 
the first one in the office in the morning 
and therefore leaves a litde earlier in the 
day, but the ladies in the outer office 
won't let her tum her light off when she 
leaves. They say that they need the secu
rity of thinking she's still there if they 
need her. 

She is a warm, friendly, compassion
ate, loyal, dependable, and hard-working 
lady. She's also a survivor! She ha.,, after 
all, survived five different administrators 
here at The Temple. That in itself is no 
small task. 

Lois, thank you for the last twenty 
years, and I wish we could have twenty 
more. ■ 

Now, back to The Temple. After fifty 
years in business, at age 72, I wu ready 
for retirement. As it happened, Chuck 

(1.-r.) Honorary Ufe Trustees Charles Evans and Merrill Gross. 
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Treasurer's 1993 Annual Report 

This is my first report on Temple opera
J. tions at a Temple Annual Meeting. I 

would like to share with you some basic 
information about The Temple. The 
Temple-Tifereth Israel, "The Glory of 
Israel", was chartered in Cleveland, Ohio 
on July 14, 1850. Article III of the Temple 
Constitution states "the purpose of the 
congregation shall at all times and in all 
events be non-profit and charitable, and 
shall be to provide its members with those 
spiritual, religious, educational and social 
opportunities which will enhance their 
lives as reform Jews." This 1w been our 
goal for one hundred and forty three years. 
In order to carry on this purpose, we oper
ate two buildings, the Main Temple and 
the Temple Branch. The Main Temple, 
built in 1924, is a designated national 
landmark consisting of four unique 
resources: The Silver Sanctuary dedicated 
in 1990 in memory of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver and Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, is 
one of the finest and most beautiful sanc
tuaries in the world; The Temple Museum 
of Religious Art, founded in 1950, is the 
fourth oldest museum of Judaica in the 
United States; The Temple Library, which 
houses the oldest and largest Judaic syna
gogue collection in the United States; and 
the Abba Hillel Silver Af'chives, the most 
internationally significant individual col
lection of papers and memorabilia in this 
part of the world. The Temple Branch, 
built in 1970, houses our Religious 
School, Worship and Lecture Programs, 
Branch Library, and most of our affiliate 
activities. 

Jules Vlnney 

In order to maintain the purpose of our 
congregation, all it takes are people and 
funds. Our Temple records its activities 
in the following funds: 

• The General Operating Fund, con
sisting of dues, Fair Share, rentals, build
ing fund, and investment income is used 
to account for operating expenses of The 
Temple and the unrestricted funds 
financing those operations; 

• The Endowment Fund, instituted 
in the 1950's by Leo Newmark as the 
Foundation Fund which was later made 
part of the Endowment Fund started in 
1982 for shortfalls in operating funds. 
Only the interest income of this fund is to 
be used; 

• The Special Funds are used to 
account for the administtation of certain 
founder restricted funds. Substantially all 
of this fund's balance is restricted in use 
as specified by the donors; The Capital 
Fund accounts for substantially all land, 
buildings, Endowment Funds and all 
other capital assets owned by The 
Temple and is now approximately ten 
million dollars. 

Our budgeted expenses consist of: 
Worship and Enrichment - 34%; 
Religious School - 15%; Buildings and 
Grounds/Maintenance - 23%; and 
Administration and Communications -
28%. As of now, your Temple has stayed 
within its budget. We are now working 
on our 1993-94 budget and will have a 
report by the end of the month of June. 

The Temple was among the first to start 
an Endowment Fund. Today, all non-profit 

(1.-r.) Bob Angart, Assistant Treasurer and Jules Vinney, Treasurer. 
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organizations are finding this type of 
financing a must We must now find addi
tional ways of raising operating funds, 
such as: group life insurance for every new 
and old member, with The Temple~ ben
eficiary; trust funds; charity remainder 
bUsts; and single premium annuities with 
The Temple ~co-beneficiary. 

In closing, I would like to thank the 
many members who pitched in beyond 
the call of duty, our professional staff, 
and our office staff in helping to keep 
The Temple-Tifereth Israel the finest in 
the land. I end with a quote from our 
rabbi, Benjamin A. Kamin: "We look to 
God with our prayers: We look to each 
other to assure that there will be a house 
for these prayers." ■ 

Become a Fair Share 
Member of The Temple 

Throughout its history, The Temple 
has provided for the spiritual, educa

tional, and cultural needs of each genera
tion. The Temple will remain strong only 
so long as our members continue to pro
vide a solid base of financial support. A 
significant portion of our dues income 
comes from the 400 generous Temple 
families who participate in our Fair Share 
Dues Program. These are the members 
who have voluntarily increased their 
annual dues to a level from $1,200 up to 
as high as $5,000. 

We know that you care about the 
future of our Temple and the quality of 
the services that it provides including out
standing religious, educational and cultur
al programming, administered by a staff 
of dedicated rabbis and teachers, a nation
ally recognized museum and library, and 
our growing religious school. Your gener
ous support of our Fair Share Dues 
Program provides additional income to 
The Temple to fund our current operating 
expenses. It enables 1be Temple to assist 
those who are unable to pay basic dues 
and support Cleveland's Soviet 
Resettlement Program as well as various 
community projects through our affiliates. 

Co-Chairpersons of the Fair Share Dues 
Program are Edward Dworkin and Ellen 
and Dr. Bruce Schermer. If you would like 
to become involved as a Fair Share Dues 
member, please contact the co-chairper
sons through The Temple office at 
791-7755. 



Camp and Israel Scholarship Awards Announced 

At the 143rd Annual Meeting of The 
Temple, Rabbi Rosette Barron Haim 

called upon Merrill Gross to present to 
Lindsey Fishleder the Sixth Annual 
Martha and Merrill Gross Camp 
Scholarship A ward. She will be attend
ing Camp Wise in Cleveland. Lindsey, 
who will be entering sixth grade, is the 
daughter of Debbie and Dr. Andrew 
Fishleder. 

Rabbi Haim invited Judy Miller, 
daughter of Edward, and Janet Friedman 
of blessed memory, to present to Jared 
Galvin the Second Annual Janet 
Friedman Camp Scholarship Award He 
will be attending Camp Wise in 
Cleveland. Jared, who will be entering 
fifth grade, is the son of Diane Galvin 
and Jon Galvin. 

On behalf of Jack Mandel, Maria and 
Sam Miller presented Amy Lipton and 
Marcie Wahba with the Eighth Annual 
Lilyan and Jack N. Mandel Israel Travel 
Award. Amy, who was the TEFTY 
President, 1992-93, is a teacher's aid in 
our Religious School. She is the daughter 
of Myra and Dr. Mark Lipton. Marcie, 
who is a Temple Religious School office 
assistant and TEFTY member, is the 
daughter of Helen and Leon Wahba. 

Rabbi Haim called upon Norma and 
Ernie Siegler to present the Norma and 
Ernest Siegler Foundation Scholarship to 
Amy Lipton and Jesse Saginor. Panim 
el Panim, which literally means "Face to 
Face" is a program of the Washington 
Institute of Jewish Leadership and 
Values. The program is designed to 
enhance Jewish high school students' 
awareness of the role of Jews in govern
ment and the issues of Jewish concerns 
facing our nation. Jesse, who will enter 
Michigan State University, is the son of 
Ilene and David Saginor. 

President's Report 
( continued from page one) 

have an enrollment of approximately 700 
students, which is almost twice the num
ber we had five years ago. To accommo
date these numbers, we are currently 
leasing 16 classrooms every Sunday from 
our neighbor, the Cleveland College of 
Jewish Studies. Our dedicated School 
Board, led by Presidents Carole Bookatz 
and Dana Lefkowitz,works closely with 
our religious school administrator, Alice 
Licker and her staff of 60 teachers. This 
past school year saw the introduction of 
several dynamic new programs designed 
to enrich the school experience and to 

Norma and Ernie Siegler were proud to present the Norma and Ernest Siegler 
Foundation Scholarship to Amy Lipton. (l.-r.) Myra Lipton, Norma Siegler, Ernie 
Siegler, Amy Upton, Fran Lipton and Dr. Mark Lipton. 

Maria and Sam Miller were pleased to present the Lilyan and Jack N. Mandel 
Israel Travel Award to Marcie Wahba (center). 

involve the students and their families in 
programs such as the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Retreat, a Tzedakah Fair and a 9th and 
10th grade Mitzvah Volunteer Program. 
These and other school activities help 
create an environment conducive to 
learning and foster the early development 
of commitment to Judaism and a Jewish 
way of life. 

Even as we work to instill in our 
children their own Jewish identity, we 
are confronting the reality of interfaith 
marriage among our young adults. 
Today, interfaith marriage is a fact of 
Jewish life for more than 50% of our 
young people nationally. Out of this chal
lenge was born The Temple's Outreach 
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program, led with great caring and sensi
tivity by Rabbi Hairn, working with com
mittee chairs Elaine Roth and Louise 
Sternberg. Through a wide range of pro
grams, Outreach seeks to welcome those 
who want to investigate Judaism, to 
encourage people to make Jewish choices 
in their lives through community support 
and adult education, to develop infonnal 
programs focusing on the "how-to's" of 
Judaism, and to welcome Jews-by-choice 
as full members of our community. 

Another form of outreach is our 
Soviet Resettlement Program. Under the 
leadership of Alan Englander and 

(continued on page nine) 



President's Report 
(continued from page eight) 

Barbara Kest, we have resettled 10 fami
lies this year and provided them with fur
niture and other household goods, all 
from donations from generous Temple 
members. Hardly a week goes by without 
my receiving copies of letters to our con
gregants thanking them for their contri
butions to this program. We are proud of 
the good adjustment made by these new
comers to Cleveland, as demonstrated by 
the election last year to our Board of 
Trustees of Zina Boltyansky, who arrived 
here only three short years ago. Our good 
work in this field was recognized by 
Jewish Family Services Association, 
which presented The Temple with a com
munity service award for outstanding 
efforts in resettling Soviet families. 

Every year the life of The Temple 
takes on its own unique character and is 
remembered for one special event or hap
pen i ng. This past year will long be 
remembered as the year of the Centenary 
Celebration of the birth of Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver. 1be Centenary Committee, 
chaired by Jim Reich with Raphael Silver 
as Honorary Chairman, selected three 
projects as appropriate means to honor the 
life and work of Rabbi Silver, who led 
our congregation for 46 years. The first 
project, chaired by Sis Gottlieb, was the 
selection and inclusion of excerpts from 
Rabbi Silver's writings and sermons in 
Temple Bulletins throughout 1993. The 
second project, chaired by Sherry 
Gluchov, was the March Adult Education 
Series, which was devoted to the study 
and discussion of one of Rabbi Silver's 
most important books, Where Judaism 
Differed. Claudia Fechter and members of 
The Temple Museum Committee mount
ed interesting and informative exhibits 
from the Abba Hillel Silver Archives at 
both the Main Temple and The Branch, 
and Ruth Mayers mounted a display of 
personal recollections of Rabbi Silver col
lected from fellow congregants. The cul
minating event, ably chaired by Clare 
Shaw, Karen Krause, and Ernie Siegler, 
included a fund-raising dinner in the 
Social Hall followed by a program in the 
Silver Sanctuary. The dinner was attend
ed by 370 Temple members and several 
prominent community dignitaries as 
guests. About $22,500 WU raised to help 
fund the preservation and microfilming 
by the Western Reserve Historical 
Society of the Abba Hillel Silver 
Archives. The archival project is of great 
significance for our Temple, which is the 
repository for 6,000 pounds of documents 
that don't exist anywhere else in the 

world. These documents are of great 
importance to world Jewry, as they cover 
the period when the state of Israel was 
established and they illuminate the lives 
of the leadership of both American and 
world Jewry. The evening program was 
attended by a close to capacity audience 
of 1,700 individuals, and featured the per
sonal and moving reminiscences of Rabbi 
Melbourne Harris and Raphael Silver, as 
well as a keynote address by Ambassador 
Abba Eban, who spoke about his experi
ences with Rabbi Silver during the 1940's 
and their shared efforts to gain United 
Nations approval for the creation of the 
State of Israel. All who attended pro
claimed the event to be the most outstand
ing Temple event of recent decades. 

Past president Marilyn and Marshall 
Bedol co-chaired the 143rd Annual 
Meeting. 

Several other people played important 
roles in our Silver Centenary observance. 
Lee Goldman, our public relations direc
tor, did an outstanding professional job in 
publicizing our events. The Temple 
hostesses and Usher Corps did vital work 
in assuring the smooth functioning of 
every facet of the evening. 

It is, however, the ongoing daily activ
ities that demonstrate the health and well
being of The Temple. The richness of our 
cultural resources is embodied in our 
music program and in our library
museum. The music program, under the 
lay leadership of Stanley Morgenstern 
and the professional direction of Bruce 
Shewitz, has expanded to include Friday 
evening services. The beauty and diversi
ty of the music performed greatly 
enhance our worship services. 

Our library and museum, under the 
professional direction of Claudia Fechter 
continue to expand. The Temple Library 
has added 350 new volumes, 30 periodi
cal subscriptions and an audio tape col
lection featuring Jewish music of all 
types, made possible by the Ernest and 
Norma Siegler Foundation. Well
deserved recognition has been given to 
Claudia, who was recently named 
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National Chair of the Sydney Taylor 
Awards Committee by the American 
Jewish Library Association. This year, 
the museum produ~ed four original 
exhibits, curated in various parts by 
Susan Braham-Koletsky, Maryjane 
Rocker and Amy Kaplan. 

One additional example of our cultural 
richness is our Temple's Literary Club, 
chaired by Belle Garver. This group reg
ularly attracts 35-40 people who meet 
monthly to review books or film·s with a 
Judaic theme. 

The Temple is alive and well and 
flourishing in all areas because so many 
of our members have chosen to involve 
themselves in the myriad of activities car
ried out by our 35 working committees. 
Time does not pennit a full presentation 
of all the good work that is done through
out the year, but here are a few highlights. 

The Temple Brotherhood operates the 
blood drive, under the direction of 
Marvin Kurson and Dr. Brian Berman. 
This is an important activity and one in 
which I participate. There is always a 
great unmet need, and I urge all of you to 
give blood if possible. With the help of 
Howard Levy, the Brotherhood also 
sends Hanukah care packages to our col
lege students. 

The Temple Women's Association, 
led by President Ilene Saginor, has grown 
to over 500 mem hers and continues to 
foster Sisterhood within its ranks. 
Creative programming, the successful 
operation of its Y eladirn Gift Shop, and 
active support of TEFTY, our Senior 
Youth Group, have kept this affiliate 
busy and productive throughout the year. 

Friends and Neighbors enjoyed 
increased attendance at the eight events it 
sponsored under the leadership of Jack 
Zimmerman and Chuck Schaul. 

The Temple Senior Youth Group, led 
by President Amy Lipton, involves 
approximately 42 9th - 12th graders in an 
exciting range of activities. Under the 
guidance of advisor David Saginor, its 
goal is to keep these young people 
involved with Jewish organizations on a 
social and religious basis, and includes 
participation regionally and nationally 
with the Northeast Lakes Federation of 
Temple Youth. This year, the Senior 
Youth Group received the Tikkun Olam 
award from the National Federation of 
Temple Youth for their dedication to 
Social Action in the community. 

The Temple Young Associates, led by 
Presidents Kathy and Terry Ozan and 
Diana and Michael Rudolph, supports The 
Temple by providing family programming 

( continued on page ten) 
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that is religious, educational and commu
nity service oriented. The Temple Young 
Associates hosts major holiday celebra
tions such as Succot, Hanukah, and Purim, 
where the annual carnival attracted over 
600 people. This year, the group spon
sored the first annual Tzedakah Fair where 
families came together to perform such 
activities as packing items for homeless 
shelters, and making get well cards for 
hospital patients. 

These wonderful affiliates, so vibrant 
and alive, share in common a commitment 
to a Jewish way of life through study, cel
ebration, worship and the practice of 
Tzedakah, all centered here in our congre
gation. Their work is multiplied through 
the efforts of our Caring Committee 
chaired by Chuck Schaul and our Hunger 
Fund chaired by Bobbie Meisel. 

None of these activities could have 
taken place without the quiet and often 
unseen efforts of the support groups 
working behind the scenes to sustain the 
basic framework of our Temple: the 
Membership Committee, chaired by 
Marcia Schumann, which enrolled 85 
new members this year; the Leadership 
Development Committee, chaired by 
Joan Gross and Michael Cole; the com
mittees charged with review, evaluation 
and maintenance of our physical plant, 
involving Jules Vinney, Harvey Saks, 
Bill Joseph, Ernie Siegler, Peter Galvin, 
Roger Carran and Barry Miller; the Dues 
Collection Committee, chaired by Naomi 
Singer; the Budget Committee, chaired 
by Bob Angart; the Personnel 
Committee, chaired by Lewis Frauenthal; 
the Nominating Committee, chaired by 
Barry Miller, and the various committees 

which are charged with providing the all 
important financial support that enables 
us to survive and prosper. These commit
tees deal with a variety of issues, ranging 
from dues to endowmen~ to fiscal man
agement and to investment, and are led 
by such stalwarts as Marilyn Bedol, 
Chuck Evans, Merrill Gross, Bill Joseph, 
Keith Libman, Jim Reich, Elliot Ross 
and Naomi Singer. Of special importance 
is the Fair Share Dues Program, chaired 
by Merrill Gross and Ed Dworkin. This 
program, whereby members voluntarily 
contribute dues beyond the basic level, 
seeks annual contributions from between 
$1 JOO and $5,000. I urge each of you to 
consider becoming a Fair Share member 
this year. Your generosity will help 
ensure our ability to meet the spiritual, 
educational and cultural needs of today's 
and tomorrow's members. 

The Temple is alive and well and 
flourishing in all areas because we are 
fortunate to count within the family two 
special groups of individuals. Our 
Temple staff works mightily behind the 
scenes to make sure that our plant facili
ties are maintained, communications both 
with and outside the family are current 
and frequent, the administration runs 
smoothly, the work of our committees is 
supported and our cultural resources are 
preserved and expanded. Special thanks 
to Ellen Whitehill, who publishes our 
bulletin, Alice Licker, who serves as our 
Religious School administrator, and 
Claudia Fechter, who cares for the 
Library and Museum. 

Responsibility for the vision, supervi
sion and implementation of policy rests 
in the hands of our leadership - the 
Executive Committee and Board. It has 
been a great personal pleasure for me to 
work with this outstanding, dedicated and 

The Primary Grades Religious School Choir performed Jewish and Hebrew 
songs at the Annual Meeting. 
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committed group of individuals. The high 
level of their involvement has been 
exemplary, and I have derived great 
strength from their input and their efforts. 
A warm and loving thank you to my fel
low officers, Vice Presidents Roger 
Carran, Keith Libman, Elliot Ross and 
Marcia Schumann, Treasurer Jules 
Vinney, Assistant Treasurer Robert 
Angart, Secretary Bill Joseph, past 
Presidents Marilyn Bedol, Chuck Evans 
and Jim Reich, and at-large members 
Barry Miller, Merrill Gross and Naomi 
Singer, and to all the other members of 
our Board of Trustees. 

On a personal note, I want to thank 
you, the congregation, for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as your president It 
has been a long journey for me. I come 
from a non-observant background and 
was unaffiliated for over 20 years. When 
my father died, my mother suggested I 
join a congregation. I didn't know where 
to begin, but since Rabbi Daniel Jeremy 
Silver had been my friend and golfing 
partner for many years, I joined this tem
ple. I became involved because people 
kept asking me to do things. Each task 
brought me closer in spirit to Judaism 
and the congregation. It has been both a 
learning and a growing experience for me 
and I have met wonderful people and 
made many new friends. I have acquired 
a heartfelt respect of this congregation 
and I am honored to be permitted to 
serve. Thank you. ■ 

Mazal Tov To Our 
Bat Mitzvah 

I 

Halle Safier, daughter of 
Linda and Marc Safier. 

Bat Mitzvah July 24, 1993. 



Temple Blood Drive Success Grateful to Donors 

THE TEMPLE BLOOD DRIVE, which was held on May 17, 1993, was an over
whelming success. Sponsored by The Temple Brotherhood, this year's Blood Drive 

was once again an excellent effort. Dr. Brian Berman, Blood Drive chairperson, and The 
Temple Brotherhood thank all Temple members and friends who volunteered their ser
vices and those who gave blood: 

Barbara J. Appel 
David A. Ba.ichis 
Marc R. Becker 

Dr. Brian W. Berman 
Richard D. Eisenberg 

Marc A. Fishman 
Marilyn I. Garfunkel 

Susan S. Gelfand 
Susan B. Glaser 
Fred W. Helper 

Ari ff.Jaffe 
Donald T. Jelro 

William J. Jones 
Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin 

Craig A. Keams 
Fern L. Kendis 

Eleanor B. Klausner 
Martin J. Kmetz 
Ruth M. Knott 

Alan M. Krause 
Harold R. Krause 
Howard J. Krause 

Clarice Penny E. Lengyel 
Iris H. Levey 
Toby Lew 

Dr. James M. Lieberman 
Donna P. Lipson 
Jason E. Lutsker 

Dr. Douglas B. Mayers 
Josh K. Mayers 
Ruth S. Mayers 
Barry J. Miller 
ERherLMoss 

Anne K. Murtha 
Dr. Dieter H. Myers 

Gary G. Newman 
Leon Rudnick 
Beth Seewald 

Jodi Ann Seewald 
Deborah S. Squires Goeble 

Louise C. Sternberg 
William L. Udey 

FJlen R. Whitehill 
Gene M. Zuckerman 

Help Our Temple Membership Grow 

The Temple Membership Task Force, 
co-chaired by Marjorie Heller and 

Marcia Schumann, has been actively seek
ing and contacting prospective members. 

Many of our Temple members have 
friends and relatives who may have 
delayed affiliating with our Temple simply 
because they have never been asked. The 
Temple Membership Task Force would 
appreciate the opportunity to talk to these 
people. Please share with us the names of 

those people whom you would like us to 
contact, and join us as we watch our 
Temple community grow. 

Temple members may contact Marjorie 
Heller or Marcia Schumann through the 
Temple Branch at 831-3233, or complete 
this form, and mail to: The Temple 
Membership Task Force, The Temple 
Branch, 26000 Shaker Blvd., Beachwood, 
OH44122. 

Temple Member's Name __________________ _ 

Phone Number ______________________ _ 

Prospective Member Narne(s) ________________ _ 

Phone Number _____________________ _ 

Relationship to congregant _________________ _ 
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Soviet Families Need 
Our Help 

The Temple-Tifereth Israel Soviet 
Resettlement Committee is busy wel
coming and assisting newly arriving 
family members of our Soviet Temple 
members. 

Our Soviet families are in need of 
home furnishings in good condition 
(including livingroom furniture, dinettes, 
bedroom furniture and color televisions 
in good working order). 

Please talce a moment to consider the 
vital role you, as a member of our 
Temple family, can play in this impor
tant resettlement process. Call Alan 
Englander or Barbara Kest, co~hairper
son s of the Soviet Resettlement 
Committee through the Temple office, 
831-3233 so that they can schedule a 
visit with you, to see which items are of 
particular use to our Soviet families. Our 
Soviet families are also in need of assis
tance to help defray moving expenses. If 
you are able to help, please call our co
chailpersons. 

A very special thank you to the fol
lowing Temple members and friends 
who have so thoughtfully and gener
ously supported our Soviet Resettle
ment Program: 

Shirley Dembe 
Debra and Dr. Andrew Fishleder 

Ralph O'Brecht 
Blanche and Dr. Louis Rakita 

Ruth and Dr. John Rose 
Judy and Daniel Saltzman 

TEMPLE 
BROTHERHOOD 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
1993-1994 

PRESIDENT 
Barnett N. Bookatz 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Dr. Stuart Kl~man 

Peter Turner 
Chuck Wien 

SECRETARY 
Merle Held 

TREASURER 
Dr. Brian Berman 

IMMEDIA'IE PAST PRESIDENT 
Dr. James Lieberman 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER CENTENARY CELEBRATION 

Raphael Silver, Honorary Chairman of the Abba 
Hillel Silver Centenary Committee, shared his 
personal memories of his father. 

(1.-r.) Lee Goldman, Centenary Committee 
Public Relations Chairperson and Clare Shaw, 
Committee Vice-Chairperson, recite the bless
ing over the bread. 

(1.-r.) A~ass~dor Ab~a Eban, the evening's keynote speaker, in 
conversation with Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin. 
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(1.-r.) Rabbi Melbourne Harris, who served The Temple
Tifereth Israel from 1935-1944, shared his reminiscences 
of Rabbi Silver with James Reich, Chairman of the 
Centenary Committee. 

(1.-r.) Ernie Siegler and Karen Krause, Centenary Committee 
Vice-Chairpersons, recite the Kiddush, joined by Rabbi 
Benjamin A. Kamin. 

Temple members and guests enjoy a gala dinner. 
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Yet Rabbi Silver's role up to lhll point 
wu not be be undcre!limaled. "He rallied 
lhe power of American Jewry, WOllred on 
Ainerlcln policy, and drove a relUCllnl 
Unit.eel SllleS into supportin1 1 pn,poal 

"Oily bJ our 
11paraten111 (Palestlae, ................ 
•r cobesion." 

_ .... ..., ....... , .... ,_. 
b laael'1 • trod," IIOled Eba Ia thll 
dcflDi■c -of llillary, there WII the 
"inleneclioa ol dlll - ad lhll oppor
lullity, llld die saula WII Yk:lorloua." 

Abba HIiiei Silver, reflect.eel the 
apeaker, "didn't suffer fools ,sadly; he 
could be CXJnlelltiom and he ~ercla!cl ad
amp widl power." Yet when he WU 0011· 
fronled with a ailUllion that "lppealecl IO 
bi• ICIIIC of history. he did create I 
harmony.• Ebln Mid be penonally "fell 
tlll&hlnnony.• 

If Sliver WU I 1iant in hil lime, so, 
100 were bl1 equally con1ontiou1 cnn
acmpo,aricl, Chaim Wclzman 111d David 
Ben-Ourion. None, IIOIOd Ellan wryly, got 
11on1 wen with the odlcr. However, when 
Rabbi Silver learned that the only hope or 
President Truman 1greein1 IO lhc partition 
qn,cmen& II)' in the pcnuaivc 11lcn1 or 
Weizaa, Ille rabbi abdicated the spot
lipL "Whoever can brina IIIVlllon lhlll 
brin& it," he c:oradcd. 

Ellan rep'Ctted that Rabbi Silww wu 
not adequalely utilized In the 1950a when 
Israel faced still IIIOlhcr war, u well L~ 
other problems. "A talent so sharply 
honed wu not bein1 bamelscd," he 
llmenlcd. 

Rabbi Benjamin A. Kaia. spiritual 
loader of The Temple, lntlOdllced Abbi 
Eben. Wclcomin& remartl weft made by 
James M. Reich, chliralll ol the Cenlen
.., Commlaee; Bllhop An&hony M. Pilla 
delivered the inWICIUOft; and Rev. 'J1lomat 
Olc:aU pvc the benediction. Cllclyl Davis, 
special_.... IO Mayor Mlc:Mel WIIIIC, 
broltpl pecdnp. 11 did Bric Plnprhut, 
coa..-■n or the 19th Ohio DlstriCL 
Rabbi Melbolnc Harris, _... rabbi 
or TIie Temple from 1935-44, spoke 
vividly or his usocl1lion wl&h Rabbi 
Sllww, and Temple President Alan M . 
1Cmaedelivereddalln&-11a. 




