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JUDAISM AND AMERICA 

In 1893, while travelling in the United States, an English jurist 

wrote home•. t■•• •• s : a b:l!oa, : 

or all the differences between the Old World and the New, this is 
perhaps the most salient: half the wars of Europe, half the internal 
troubles that have vexed the European states, from the Monopeysite 
controversies in the Roman empire or the fifth century down to the 
Kulturkampf in the German empire or the nineteenth, have arisen lrrom 
theological differences or from the rival claims or church and state. 
This whole vast chapter or debate and strif'e has remained virtually 
unopened in the United States. 

Mr. Bryce, or course, overstated the case. The early colonies m,11-vigorously 

insisted on religious conformity. Roger Williams and Mary Hutchinson walked 

the forest paths in search or greater freedom. When the first Jewish settlers 

landed at New Amsterdam the initial response or the Governor, Peter Stuyvesant, 

was to petition his home office 1 us t d J a to order a permanent restriction 
against ij;;/~ ~:,-M;£1l.-.-; '"'" 3 

The Jews who have arrived would nearly all like to remain here, 
but learning that they (with their cust~ usury and deceitful 
trading with the Christians) were very repugnant to the inferior 
magistrates, as also to the people having the most affection for you; 
the Deaconry also tearing that owing to their present indigence they 
might become a charge in the coming winter, we have, tor the benefit 
of this weak and newly developing place and the land in general, deemed 
it useful to require them in a friendly way to depart; pray-ing also most 
seriously in this connection, for ourselves as also for the general 
community of your worships, that the deceittul race -- such hateful 
enemies and blasphemers or the name or Christ - be not allowed further 
to infect and trouble this new colony. 

To ears accustomed to the persecutiDns or the European conununity, this 

'°~"'",."T language was ominously familiar. Fortunately, it did not set the nz ±' 

pattern for Jewish lire in the United States. The openness or the land, the rcos,,_,~ 
,. CJ.itf.d. ~ct ..... c-

need for large i,■t&ratMn, the humanitarian and optimistic spirit of the 

·age, and most of' all the inability or any one sect numerically to predominate, ,,,._ 
early on conditioned most Americans to accept as equals._., communicants of 

other religious professions. In the 18th century the American mind was 

captivated and largely captured by the Enlightenment. Reasonable men felt 
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To be elected, politicians need the leverage or a religious label 

and increasingly the more orthodox their religious brand the greater the 

vote value of their affiliation. 

Men or the quality or Thomas Jefferson insisted on the First 

Amendment to the Constitution because or their determination that religion 
k a.st,.:T_ 

b r should never become a ••JS•t or partisan politics. This, too, has 

changed. Religion has insinuated itself into law, and belief has almost 

become a requirement or citizenship. About a decade ago our Pledge or 

Allegiance was enlarged to include the formula, "one nation under God." 

The requirements for immigration to the United States include a statement 

or religious affiliation. For sane time now we have been overprinting our 

money with the motto, "In God We Trust." La.st Fall, in a rare display or 

unanimity, the House or Representatives made known its disapproval or the 
. 

Supreme Court's Hew York Regent's prayer decision by chipping into the marble 

behind the Speaker's chair a pious formula insisting on God's guardianship. 
'\lo'-""~ 

Whatever individual Americans may believe, the p 3 ·; I 1 consensus insists 

that America is a religious natio~0that any interpretation or the 

Consititution that does not favor religion is unacceptable. Significantly, 

it was the bellwether liberal atali th& a 7 I pa s1iaL a4 ••s 1 ,Justice William 
f141r o fJl t.u~ 

Douglas who set out in law this i-1dsr11 Constitutional assumption: 
"I 

We are a religious people whose institutions presuppose a Supreme 
Being. We guarantee the freedom to worship as one chooses. We make 
roan tor a wide variety or beliefs and creeds as the spiritual needs or 
man deem necessary. We sponsor an attitude on the part or the govern
ment that shows no partiality to any· one group and that lets each 
nourish according to the zeal or its adherents and the appeal or its 
dogma. When the state encourages religious instruction or cooperates 
with religious authorities by adjusting the schedule or public events 
to sectarian needs, it follows the best or our traditions. For it then 
respects the religious nature or our people and accommodates the public 
service to their spiritual needs. To hold that it may not would be to 
find in the Constitution a requirement that the government show a 

, callous indifference to religious groups. That would be preferring 
those who believe in no religion over those who do believe. 
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be taken into account in practical affairs. Hence arises the great 
scandal among Protestants, who tax the Catholics with refusing to 
others freedom and even de jure toleration, in all places where they 
are in the majority, while they lay claim to it as a right when they 
are in a minority. We ask Protestants to understand that the Catholic 
Church would betray her trust it she were to proclaim, theoretically 
and practically, that error can have the same rights as truth, espec
ially where the supreme duties and :interest of man are at stake. The 
church cannot blush for her own want or tolerance, as she asserts it 
in principle and applies it in practice. 

On the Continent the disengagement of church and state was achieved 
Ll\ao-t;'ty Sccu~•ur 

--:.aai.13 -••2■1 5 & 7 lg Jr through revolution. '.jll ,evolutions such as the 
A 

French of 17 89 or the Russian or 1917 were mounted by anti-church a t 1 

groups and either established a counter religion or made atheism a tenet or 

revolution. e "1CN 1'40"1 We see this process repeating itself before mrz •r•a in Latin 

America. In the United States Christian bodies accepted their disestablish

ment, but not all were happy abou.t it. In time some communions, notably the 

large pioneer Protestant sects, came to prize and value the wall of separation. 
P fl~ ~yl\i11.4 AN ~u lJ.qj j,f- h.S IZ4rU&f"'JU ~ ~y l'\Ap E So "' • Lt-~ C't t-(,A Cl. ..._; /6'T 

Dr. Dahlberg, J ast week, aade a ¥I il ib:!:mrb statemen'b' in its defense. Even 
/t-(U: V ~'--taf1t,. ,;, IF E Kl~ tJ OJ' ?' 6 rJ a, such bodies s,a1111 e1· reJ.igious tolerance "•• •• •••••• au be klx~ir 

~111] Mi.OR■ bt the non-beli~~;r 
I iltti Major Protestant bodie n the one hand 

l> ,t"' ,J 1 fi f; ~E''-'/ (All ffE' s"' CS ~F insist on the separation or church and state and on the other aae nMJ:l2.ng 
•" c!. fu\o I,~ ~(.Loo ls~,-.e:, 
hJ, .... tM:s 1n arguiilg far the Lord's Pr~er or Bible reading in the public 

T ~" o To l:Ml ,-t l£"t",o u.c. Tot.r~..,,e '7b c..-,A;~ ,, .. ,. schools. The more orthodox and f'undamentalist sects cw ■ t a cs far. Many s~(.J)fci,...r~ ,. 
argue tor a variety or special ravors - tunds for their parochial schools, 

policing for their Blue Lava, public enforcement or their censorship rules, 

tax relief for their church-related enterprises, the #void.ance of local 
I 

gambling ordinances tor their Bingo parties, hb~ital practices conforming 

to their views on birth control, released or dismissed time trom the public 

achoola, and eo on. Where this special pleading will end we cannot now be 
~~~~- ~~ certain. What 11 certain ie that Clll'18'tianity is no longer reticent A 

• f4pUPrJ',Sr_ ~ 
insis~•t.i political~••• .&a on entering the political arena to assure 

itselt ot these favors. 
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ki lf-S -I\ /\IQ. t &. ..._ &,-..~) ~c..:i. 
Most of us grew up in the happy belier that America 111•• s 211a.•mg 

w~ c..~ _, ,, n• a I J:JP1t,.a«, rA1, 
J t, in uai.1h private and personal convictions would be respected aaa :m whioh 

. 
o·► : a !i n . "Jlf' An10 Ale'\° "'no ~ 100 l"W<-t'i p..aov·~ :i h - ;t t £6t£bri=ii ... i _.. "' op rel i.siLOQa ana 11u1aJ ] x 1 nt a grated 

naag).:t1r1e111, schools, Lil csa::a1tb!l::11. Today, in surprising numbers, 

Americans are choosing their suburbs and PTA 1s and swim clubs on the basis 

L-t\l~v or religious a , !&tn , .. We ••.,••• , •• , ... ,, •11:»t:ut•s•• ert ,,. 1ees1 eager 

tg keep some diatance F!7i2Jlar ► ••u•en ft!'•ti:ous azd stnoz cs 

Today legally and actually neighborhood integration is a practical and 

realizable goal. There are raw areas in a city like Cleveland where a Jew 

or a Catholic cannot buy a home or rent an apartment. Paradoxically, the 

density or localized Jewish or Catholic concentration has increased. There 
~ L, 

are fewer non-Jews living among-- in Beechwood than lived next door to our 

fathers on East 105th Street or to our grandfathers on 40th and Woodland. 

Catholics crowd into certain parishes. Protestants escape into undeveloped 
.-... ~ '-U.h .. i-.. f -,:.re,~ • 

pasture land. One sociologist has described American n■•nwr 11bIedD as aJ-.J E-,t\e-P•, -v-.. 

~ 7 voluntaey- triple ghetto. Ilk g81\G¥4I IZ41w: fa too tnste hrlt it 

toou11:=. 9ielllaol!!P"leMs!!lt!!l'IG!RG,.t'-!l~0'f.ur"!!0'!f._ll!,!J liAJ~•!l!"eet!alBIMRm"t• Religious apartheid reaches down into 

our Nursery schools and Boy Scout troops, into our bridge clubs and bowling 

leagues, into our great books courses and hospital volunteer programs. 

Scholars disagree as to the causes ot this social breakup, but one thing is 

certain.- They- are not elementaJJ.y- religious. The dq's are gone when tme 

had to be close enough to the synagogue to walk there on the Sabbath#,'/ 
~£7 ,._{t,.(., IJIE "'"' i-r 

Religion plays a dcninant role in oar social and public lives. Puade ac •11, 
11- f A/tA01t, ~ , 

f4ttenaance at Maas, at 8anu1' moming worship in the Protestant churches, and 

moat •apeol.all1' at 1ridq night Nrri.ces in oar synagogues has dropped both 

relatiftly and quntitati'Nq over th put two decades. Americana muat be 



-7-

G,~-.,"~"'J I bul N&C" •o I ,o -ro ~,h.JA (.~. The drop JS)fg er•, lta:I: worship is not an American religious requirement. 

in attendance has been most marked in the more liberal churches and among 

middle and higher income groups. Thus the more orthodox and fundamental 

churches are becoming more numerous and powerful at the veey time when 
W ~T* AS 'tE'T U141A~rc.rs-~ foL4"l•'-P-L. AN• 

Sou "'" religion is becoming more politically ,saenl ad assertive. ~ •e ~he ~~~.-~ 
" w L.. -l• AMcLt~ &,;,F''-•AlE.

7 

rellaaa• S•■ l "kion? A desire to give some religious training to the 

young. Social conformity. A fear o:r intermarriage. The desirability o! 

church contacts for business and professional reasons. Affiliation has 
i>e-st,tE '"' ~IUW ,""H' rte c.«~"4 (L~tr'-A l/.,J surprisingly little to do with piety. Indeed, t.he chmsh r iea surprisingly 

1 ,~ ll.S •Nltt. 
tangential to the average American,, life. 

"' 
" 

Given these conditions, it is not surprising that religion as a 

moral force has not iept pace with community need. Our aost serious 
• 'r"" fWJ 't c.o ... ' "°'' ~ .:rus 'T 1(.£ domestic proplam is that or race. It has been said that the most segregated 

" Plk DE A ii hour o:r the week is the Sunday hour or prayer. Individual churchmen have ... 
E V--

taken strong moral positions and done yoeman service, but tlt pabbc1n o! 

wt~ In the south there is no instance where a parochial school desegregated itself ,. 
before the local public school. In the north parochial school lines are more 

n,~ .caA,e:.L.~ (Jc.,-_.9, closely drawn than publi°c,.~c~;>~districts. .._..__~~ .a:..." ea,,, _g. ~ --t'•J ~ 

Uh be • Rh~~~ he~a ~on~ ;e!t" ~v:.;ities and 

private schools. But these have long since been, in everything but name, 

secular. With the rare exception of a Brandeis or a Notre Dame, recent 

attempts at religio~ sponsored education on a university or secondary 

level are interior to that ottered by public and secular institutions. In 

ma.D1' northern states Catholic, Lutheran, and Jewish parochial schools 

maintain their accreditation largely because state supervisors think it 

politic to look the other way. 

,.. .... ,, SP C .A --, 
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restricting the free exercise 

• -

(.;=:., o ~ ~ (" -., « I ~ 
The same Newport congregation 

A. 

.,,,. 
, "The government 

of the United Sta s gives to bigotry nos on, to persecution no 

live under its protection 

as good citizens." 

That religious inentitication is an individual privacyi4-elevant 
to citizenship became and remains a recurring theme in .American law and 
conscience However, in recent years religious labels have b••••• an 

1 ~a,m-si■!~-Y poll ti cal 

for the Mayor of New York City biennially campaigns in Dublin, Rome, 

and Tel Aviv. Governor Al Smith was defeated because he was a Catholic, 
C,r tlOM&; President Kennedy gained on 1lpe balance because he was.a Ss+holic. On 

paper there is no religious test for office, but i t is unlikely that an 

agnostic would be nominated tor the Presidency and unthinkable that an 
atheist would be elected. Gme has but to remember the scurrilous 

whispering campaign conducted against Adlai Stevenson in 19§2 on the 

baaia that he wa.a a Unitarian and belonged to a church which denied 

the theology ot the Trinity. Aa an aside te --•• 11 ••• •• -..e 
v0O:t~ea....:J1.ts11z112-,•s ... •slllf1111a .. ,•••l:1!:t-tt!!!'lt••r ... ,.,1, I aust a44 that increasingly the 

1110re orthod.ox this religioua .. .-..:rahi:, the great r i ta vote value. 

Li'beral religion, like liberal litica, ia tocl&y on the receiving end 
'6Mf''l.l'~'t \ ~ii: ~,'f o~ an •ll"••ive »d 1 121 'Is I • Rellgioua o:pen 111.ndeclneaa 1a 

oolla p obapela retuae 
their pulplta leu1•• the .,.t lo17 of the '.l'r1n1ty. 
Prot. tioa .. o vitll the li'beral 



preachings of a John Haynes Holmes and a Ralph SocJnnan. Talay's headlines 

a:>me from the mass revivals of f, Billy G • The long-term implications 

of this religious conservatism are difficult to assess. But this much 

is certain. A resurrected Thomas Jefferson or Abraham Lincoln, con-
--...o.., ._q f nu f. ~ , Y ,., • 

sidering their spiritual beliefs, ae ms: &sec: be elected President of 

the United States in the 1960 1s. 

Religious belief in this era of the Cold War has become almost 

a requirement of good citizenship. About a decade ago our Pledge of 

Allegiance was Amended to include the formula, "one nation, under God." 

Immigration papers require a statement of religious af:f'i liation. Our 

money is overprinted w1 th the motto, "In God We Trust." .Americans 

still insist on the freedom of religious choice, but they are no 

longer certain that they wish to permit the freedom of no religious 
.s~,q"Y ,1., - ~ .. ..,,., ~JT T"--c 

choice. T Ji sgpy pulpit thunders damnation against the unholy 

trinity -- materialists, atheists, and communists. AB Jews, we have 

not been immediately affected by this semi-official religiosity 

except that theSiiuci •• uca1 a tfliztQAI name ts1 bes k••·;glat a few 

N4-6' fr s 1' "•,, ~ A~te 
fearful souls into our membership rolls. But there is an al.most 

I\ 

inevitable next step which ~epresenta a critical danger. If .America is 

a religious nation it is so very easy to say that .America ia a Christian 

nation, eP4 :Saat :tts best Q::.1tI•tw ie ccadsow not I f'l:lll Glrtttm~ I 

am becoming increasingly concerned that an age old European ::;m 
religious establ.i shment seeiu to be asserting itself. 'lbe poll ti cs of 

O'lri ■tian Europe were universally those of a state church. In not a 

single instance did the dominant religious body voluntarily surrender 

its privileged position. European Christianity, and this includes the 
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major Christian movements, lacks any historical commitment to a concept 

~ -
of religious pluralism. ~is equally true of the Anglican Church in 

Great Britain, of the Dutch Reform Church in Holland, or the Catholics 

in southern and eastern Europe. In the United States, Christian bodies 

accepted disestablishment, but not all were happy about it. In time 

some communions, notably the large Methodist and Presbyterian sects, 

came to prize and value the wall of separation. Yet today even such 

bodies are uncertain in their response to programs of released time and 

school Bible reading. Even liberal theologians such as Bishop Pike of 

California seem to be reading the doctrine of separation of church and 

state to mean largely the separation of Catholics from tax advantage. --------------------
The more orthodox and fundamentalist Protestant sects, and the Catholics . 

generally are not at all emba~assed by energetic political special 

pleading. Day after day our newspapers reveal their arguments ,µid 

pressures for a variety of political favors. -- funds for their parochial 

schools, policing for their Blue Laws, public enforcement of their 

censorship rules, tax relief for church-owned business enterprize, 

the voidance of local gambling ordinances for their bingo parties, 

public hospital practices conforming ~o their views on birth control, 

busLtransportation for their parochial achool students, and ao on. 

Where ~- thi■ special pleading will ~n4., we1.cannot know. So tar the 

Federal judiciary hu --pt high the wall ot separation. But thia much 

ia certain -- Allerican Chri■ti&Di ty 1• llO loncer reticent about in■isting 

on political pref reno increuingly Jevi■h arc,upa are being torced 

to 4 tend tra41 tional .Allerican doctrine■ in a way that ■u■t ••• to the 
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Christian major! ty as one of narrow self' interest. In the height of '"'c. 

rather vitriolic public reaction to the Supreme Court's decision 

outlawing the New York State Regents' prayer, the Catholic magazine, 

".America," warned the "provident leaders of .American Judaism" to temper 
fv~l,<. 

the veea1 . ? J ~ N:leaa defense of the Court by Jewish organizations 

on the taeme that "Jews in general will be uniformly blamed for what in 

fact will have been accomplished by a mere handful of mill tants allied 

wi_th an assortm~nt of humanist groups, ethical culturists, Unitarians, 

secularists, and atheists." Anti-Semitism once thrived on our 

foreignness. Now it seems that it will draw its grist from the fact 

that we are too American. Our Jewish organizations which have involved 

themselves in the area of community relations face a difficult road. 
~(t:"p 4~ 

They must choose between statesmanship lilt our Co~stitutional tradition 
6( \0-'(llc,Ml~~ 
and-v&'J.".l.s• strategies which will minimize interreligious tensions. 

I . deplore this demand by religious leaders for preferential 

treatment, 

Ministers ought 

Constitutional but on narrowly religious grounds. 
4l-W- U tOU..S f"'lt!.li:,CA. r-a£ 

ce~;u~~iia. ... llll:l_._.. .... 11¥41 ... ~t it is only in 

America that a modern r 

with,~ established churches, • 

taken place. In countries 
~~p ~~ .. 7-

are Jr lier the very young and 

for old women. Disestablishment JUlll::ll..ut for .American religious life 

that churchmen •wa■i had to listen to ir people and that radical 

changes in liturgy, theology, and church l:tte'OI ......... ettected. If 

the pulpit said, "Dominate,• It a 

:pulpit aought to eatabllah narrow detini tion of the ot God the 

pew inaiatecl on that ch vaa of the greatest good to the 

.-- be aintaine4 ia an era ot privilece4 churohea, hip 

:,reaaure ohurch lobbi •, aD4 cleaiutic tu a4vantap re s1n• to be teated. 
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Most of us grew up in a happy confidence that America was a neighborly 

place, where private and personal convictions would be respected, if not 

made to much about. Today inec 11t1IL-€l:s .Americans are choosing their 

suburbs and Pl'A 's and swim clubs on the basis of religion. There are in 

Cleveland today few areas where a white Jew or a white Catholic cannot buy 

a home or rent an apartment. Paradoxically, the density of Jewish and 

Catholic concentration has tended to increase. 'DEre are fewer non-Jews 

living in Beachwood t~~ved next door to our fathers on Fast l.05th Street 
I"\.. 

or to our grandfathers on 4oth and Woodland. Catholics crowd into certain 

parishes. Protestants escaped into undeveloped pastureland. Religious 

apartheid reaches down into our nursery school.a and Boy Scout troops, into 

ou.r bridge clubs and bowling leagues, into our great books courses and 

hospital volunteer programs. Scholars disagree as to the causes of this 

social breakup, but one thing is certain. Th.et are not elementally 
~ 

religious. '!he days are gone when one had to be close enough to the 

synagogue to walk there on the Sabbath. • paradox, ~ paradox, Ii., most 

ingenious paradox. On the one hand we have religion playing an increasingly 

dollinant 

ma.as, at 

role in our social and public lives, on the other attendance at 

Sunday morning worship o:'sabbath services has dropped both 
;,. 

quantitatively and qual1tativel.y OMS••• J fl • 10 •••••••• .Americans 

auat be churched, but ·need not take part in the life of' the church. This 

atteauation ot the tiaeipline of wor•hi:, is true ot all denominations, but 

it hu Deen 1110at mark in aore lilleral cOJ11DUDions and among the upper middle 
" 

and bip iac ll'OQII, 'Bl• UDitar.l.an-urd.veraaliat wiDI of the Proteatant 

••• •••lilllilWII~~-- the goa~l preaab1 ~, A1J1111 aiJlling, auru au 
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brimstone and hell.fire fundamentalists h 

The results of this turn to the right are difficult to assess, but it 

certainly goes hand in glove with the anti-intellectualism and the fear of 

change which we see all about us. Why do .Americans affiliate? Sociologists 

tell us that the dominant reasons fall in these areas: social conformity, 

fear of intermarriage, the use of church contacts for business and 

professional reasons, burial privileges, and so that the parents can sleep 

Sunday mornings. Affiliation has surprisingly 11 ttle to do w1 th piety. 

Of the one hundred and ten million church-affiliated in America, less than 

one in four hundred is in church on Sunday morning. 

Given these superficial ties, it is not surprising that religion as a 

moral force has not kept pace with our changing communities. Sunday morning 

remains the most segregated hour of the week. Individual churchmen have taken 
. 

strong moral positions in the area of race relations . But in the south 

there is no instance where a parochial school was desegregated before the 

local public schools and in the north parochial school lines are as rf!l,cially 

gerrymandered as some big city public school districts. The overwhelming 

majority of Cleveland's Negroes worship in black churches. The church 

which rema:lned to serve a changing neighborhood is the rare exception. It 
l 

ioe-far easier to build a new building out somewheres and to send an -
occasional Sunday morning collection down to 

iau i►rllD inner city parishes. 
~ ....... - - ....... ,., .... , - ~ t 

'lhe social gospel was once the hall.mark of the American church. The 
' 

.American pulpit conditioned generations to accept the equality of the 
~ ...... ,,..._ ·~-- ~~~ ----~----~~~ - ..-.~,~~ w ....... ,,,-, 1 1uA 

immigrant, the rights ot labor, the disciplines o civil liberty, and the 
.._(.'--'-,,...,.... ~ a- .......... ...,..., /\J . I 

like. ay many congregations and ministers are abandoning the sermon. 
~ .... ..__....... ' ...... 
In all denomina ions the service is becoming more llstic and the sermon I 

..... ..... ~--
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Social gospel was once the hallmark or the American church. The 

American pulpit over a hundred years conditioned generations to accept the 

rights or labor, the equality of' the :unmigrant, the responsibility or civil 

liberty, and the like. But today many congregations and ministers are 

abandoning the ■ermon entire:cy. In all denominations the service is becoming 

more ritualistic and the sermon more theological. There are exceptioIUa A 

£aw great urban pulpits with a long liberal tradition, the magnif'icant 
t~r crusade or Martin Luther King and the Negro churches. ,....More orten than not 

when a pulpit bestirs itself it is to special plead £or parochial education 
Dt\. -r1..e a.l~WT" ~o•,1"o ~e- o,1 S,.,,.J:,""1 

or Sunday closing. Pastoral counselling rather ~han prophetic challenge 
A 

~" () F«-u ~ 
has becane the center 0£ _. ministerial and church activity. 

Cir''""~ 
Where do the Jews and Judaism fit in? The unique ff•••• or American 

Jewish life has been the desperate passion with which Jews and Judaism married 

themselves to the American dream. Individual Jews had little to do with 

the framing 0£ the Constitution. Less than one half' or one percent or the 
. \U'li& 7"c. early colonists were Jewish. But the vocabulary of this document i:• • 11 dted 

hu l , 01 a Biblical. idiom and its spirit ill the quality or Biblical prophecy. 

Amos and Micah were the first to insist "We hold these truths to be self-

evident .•. " ~J.t,c."'-The psychology of' the Constitution is the p I 1 J?e man, 

created in God's image, but little lo•r than the angles. The optimism, the 

dignity, the this-worlcll,ness, and the idealism or the American vision 

instinctively and viscerally appealed to the American Jew. Typically, in 

1820 we tind a Savannah doctor, Jacob De La Motta, speaking this panegyric 

at the dadioation ot the camm.unity•a new synagogues 

In directing oar attention to the privileges and benefits proffered 
to all in this country, and so atrenuousl1' upirated by that palladium 
ot our rights, the Constitution; ware led to torgat those dqs ot 
anarchy and bloodshed, vhioh hu stained the annals ot other tim•• 
Har,, a liberal and tolerant spirit, pervades ew17 individual. Bera, 
unbiased protection, and triandly co-ope~ tion, are alike extended, 
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Without consideration or reference to particular faith. Here, Justice 

presents her scale to public view. and guards its preponderance rran 

the touch or illiberality. Here, a union or friendship and fellowship 

is promoted and encouraged. Here, the light of learning discloses the 

errors that mankind :imperceptibly encounter: and M # s by this light 

they are relieved from the vices and follies, incidental to weak

minded bigotry and blind superstition. It is here, that we are reason

ably to expect the enjoyment or those rewards £or our constancy and 

sufferings, as promised by the word or God, when he declared he would 

not forsake us. 

Love is a wondrous and terrible thing. Ia le,re we find cm ■elves 

b:zt--:P. I' I J esrs , ar tial ••• a1.d J ~g 11nt. Like many young people, giddy in 

£..cs 1" 1-t ,_Sc tr,::' it-I< r;, 

new-found love, the American Jew often i'1 ■1a th•• his sense of perspective, 

" .. 
•he:& booome •••••• 1rioa. Not unlike many newlyweds. :ti.a t&i1021cw2 Jau tended 

, 
""' h ~•I"\.',, 

to scissor all his old ties in favor of his ct111F1• paeo~oii. Recall Dr. De 

La Motta•s concluding sentence, 11It is here that we are reasonably to expect 

the enjoyment of those rewards for our constancy and suffering,s, as promised 

,,..,,..,,1co wi-r'I 1 11c-r- ,~ -AS.~£C,. 

by the word of God •• ·.•-.: Am.erica., became Zion· • . Here the Messianic dream would 
,. •l 

unfold. ..\aa•f • • 11111 •••El•• \h1 t:1 aJttl&LL &SSL!. In 1898 the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations resolved: 

We are llllalterably opposed to political Zionism. Zien was 

a precious possession ot the past. As such it is a holy memory. 

But it is not a hope ot the tuture. America is our Zion. 

l'~li'tttt" ,:, o" It.. a ,o~ 
This psychology explains the prolonged opposition or~ American Jews to 

the patently necessary establishment ot a Jewish state. It explains also 

the isolationi• ot early Amer.l.oan Jevry, where it took a man or rare courage 

to petition his gftlanlMllt to k redre•• trca Turke;r or Russia or wherever 

fellow Jn re .,. ..... per,NC1na.·~It vu inevitable that in the open 81IL 

ot AM i.c•;c.; :a:t: :cfr~';] 411. The ghetto was no more. 

,, _,. 
~ ('/flt.ft{£ ~ ,re,~ ,,c.-

Bastern Nll&n~ . ...... ,.. pat ~bind. In America there vu a nn 
• A 

uUaaUo. Beoau• ot l;•puaionate love tor 

~-4.&C ·- Tf£ .-.) ~-· I.. ,.. /l.lltucwo,u Off' OE°'"O~C-.'/ 

the -:Na ----- .,..:Lall A-... .......... lite 1n the 19th century • 11 • 

' " . 1" 

-
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weau 
All agreed on the necessity of ' ,,.. 

modernizing the faith. Many saw this modernization as the prelude to a - ~ r\Js, ti-<. ~TO ~.., :u." «. £ d ;If ng ot Judaism ~ a new }it 3 American Judeo-Christianilla. l:t 

was not unusual for a lay leader, or even a religious :figure, to break away 

from the comm.unity and found an ethical society or a community church. The 

hardest question with which American Juda.ism wrestled turned on the validity 

of' its own integrity. Neati _. ■m=i:v.;.;ue? Won? d not the pd'.Blic scnoo!t and 

ptWJlc fonrn■ 'ieaeh ncaesuary merallCies. why p~ tll PM.Ga sf 1xcluslveness? 

. Was it not HP•?mnricrs t• JIOPeist .tu 11111g!cnte eepaPoit»i!lft? It took many 
w fr· If- O~o Ul.t-t..1/ years of living and of experience for .American Jews to recognize that the 

A 
/'tlJP best citizen has a private life all his awn~ that he contributes to _:he 

t\OSf' ~G6)~ ~b,.. 11-\.ll common good through his uniqueness and his dignity. In tim~ Jews became 
~ ~ 

reconciled to the philosophy of' cultural pluralism, which is really no more 

than a statement of' reasonable maturity; I maintain my integrity at the 
.J 

very time that I most recognize my obligations to society.///'By the ear~ 
~ I\ I> ,AJT' •'-c.. )..6"'1c:-y~,c, SCA~~ A-tJ' 20th century American Jewish lite by and large recognized that assimilation . " C MIi , 

was not a requirement or citizenship, and that Zionism was not a treasonable 

enterprize. In 191.5 .., .. ,., Q1a l I t I ca Louis Brandeis bespoke the new 

maturity a 

Indeed, loyalty to America demand8 rather that each American Jew 
become a Zionist. For only through the ennobling effect of its strivings 
can we develop tbe beat that is in us and give to this country the tull 
benefit ot our great inheritance. The Jewiah apirit, so long preserve~ 
the character ct.wloped by so man., centuries ot sacritice1 should be 
presernd and deftloped fllrther, so that in America as elNlfhere the 
sans ot th raoe 11181' in the future live llws and do cleecla vorti\T of 
tbair ancestors. 

But ba al an immediate and mo ~n,ssing duty in the 
tonumoe ot iom.• alone ••-- 11i111iaua ot attord~ng e~~~.-etive aid. 
We 1111st prtrte4!0":&lll.r.io aad ov•l trCll dmaoralisatio ch baa to 
SCIII extent;4,1.iwlCU' t 1n --~ww,...a rioan Java. The ee ot this 
daor~.,.. 1 ol • It nlt• in lars• ~- the tact that 1n 
oar l ot libert.y all restraint by llh~ • Jna •re protected m 1r .......... t --• 111a-.,ed d a naa.ration left Without neo••N17 

al •~•~-pm~ 18 it ot 11111117 ol ar wbat tbe only 
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possible remedy is? It i the laborious task or in eating self'-
respect, a task which c be accanplished only estoring the tie 
of' the Jew to the no e past of' his race, and making him rea;Li 
the possibilities a no less glorious fut e. The sole bulw 
against demoral ation is to develop in ch new generation 
in America th sense 0£ nob e obl • That spirit can 
developed those who regard their ople as destined t live and to 
live With bright future. That irit can best be d eloped by 
activel participating in some a:y in furthering th ideals of the 
Jewis renaissance; and this an be done e£f'ect--.~-Y only through 
tur ering the Zionist mo,.1ent. 

By 1917 this congregation had ceased to worship in a sanctuary whose Ark 

held no Torah and whose worship and school held no Hebrew, and typically 1, Y-t- ,e-""' ~ 
~w.>.ro ,lwl~ 

ti:St6H.>~Cllut~ ,tM O '-'. II •~ ~~ found that the public or the congr g on and pulpit became more 

pronounced in measure as the Jewishness 0£ the congregation became more 

visible.f Jewish America-firstism lingered on until the days of Hitler and 

the Second World War. But by the 1920 1s Jewish life had accepted itself. 

A renaissance in cultural and religious activity took place. Seminaries 
c.. 7 t ~ 7.un:1 use I seq r • ass 1t..=:~ . ~" 

flourished. A renewee :interest in religious education, both adult and 
I\ 

elementary, took place. The JeWish ccxnmunity ~~~{a,'1: a truly magnificent 

complex of' welf'are institutions anff ~anc• the greatest voluntary charitable 

enterprize in the history of' man. Synagogues tt!:\1r.Tr.fP and ref'ined excellent 

programs. What remainlJot the ear~ love attair wa~~rdtrrg .... c'6'~tment 

to human and democratic values, ~th Within and without the synagogue. The 
~,.,,,. ,...a,c. •"---

Jewish pulpit has been -..., most consistently liberal platform.Jin the United 
" States. Frca the -• of Wilson through the Nev Deal and into the Fair Deal, 

American Jm haw been in the nngu.ard ot those who struggle to improve 7k~ 
Gb•l'N _, ~ft, 
•· t Ljtx _ nh►z 11,12 t'9nlr! to 1te ,rtucati.1n szd welfae, labvr and 

Jllal I •• tt - • Ooo iMall1' a 701mg Jn ... only the grey ., ••• 1ft 1'he 

.-...i,.tient and threw b~m•elt into the frenzied 

DlnllMm:ta t by and large the t,.nper ot American 

been in t. AN& ot nltare. 
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Jews brought to America a tilne-honored complex or voluntary institutions. 

Every European k,ghjJlah had its committee to visit the sick and dower the 

bride, support the indigent and bury the dead. In America these heyrahs 

became Mt. Sinai, Montefiore, Bellefaire, and the Jewish Family Service 

Association. The kehjJ lab became the Jewish Welfare Federation. The 

concept of a well organized voluntaristic social welfare community struck 
tF u;.1((.- p ()A 

a responsive chord among Americans,.ea.,soisllp ••111 6hr •• v uee en.are an 

inbred distrust of governmental power. In many communities, including our 

own, the city,. welfare federation was copied from the Jewish Community 

Federation and the United Appeal was extrapolated from the Jewish Welfare 

Fund. 

American Jews have shown a singular unwillingness to special-plead •~e..,n 
~c:-,.u. u:so-' fo\, 't '.!f. 
,aaillf -,,1,nJ p ·nf J ,,os, When the Catholic insisted upon public aid for 

parochial schools and while the Protestant toyed with released time, c.tlie 

Jew idealized the public school and trudged in the grey of the evening to 

Hebrew classes. Jews may be ninety or more percent or a given school 

district, but they have not insisted that on Yom Kippur, as on Good Frid~, 

the schools be closed. While Protestants re-write the Blue Laws and the 

Catholic Church c1rculataf the camnunit;y with its Decent Literature 

proposals, the Jews plunged headlong into social welfare and civil liberty. 

Uniqu&cy, the American Jew:lah ocwounity is happiest when its pulpit speaks 

out on eooial ianaa. It the rabbi preaches on politics all is well, but 

" it be labor 1iil ~ religioua theme the congregation aquirma. Here 

• touh tbe Tit.al paraclaz ot oar contaaporary- situation. American Jfftlr1' 

It bu ■ad8 an unparalleled and succeastul 

utabliabed a IIOdarniud and vholq adequate 

IIOdlm'll and adequatel,1' nnanced religioae institutions. 
4 

ot AM, ... rit.111] ]y laz t rel 4 ---1,_.., ... \&.l.,tT~~- d 
vw.,J " ... ~a a • an 

• 
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h,,. ZA 1'? 0c ,., 
Isnski of Michigan State University 19ie the prediction that in a decade 
frlAA.J . t/.\s.'$ is ,...,..o i u~ n>·, ,.:) ·1 c '" mallb!or the Friday evening synagogue services would be empty. Certainly a 

unique feature or contemporary synagogue architecture is the small sanctuary 
,\hf ( \ t~ /t i<-~ and large connecting social hall .c. the removable partition pennits the few 

hundred square feet regularly devoted to worship to balloon out into many 

times its size tor the unusual occasions and the High Holy Days.( Even with 

the post-war growth or synagogue membership, less than 40% or our American 

Jews have any regular affiliation with a congregation.} We have made certain 

strides in the area of religious education. Today perhaps 80% of our 

youngsters receive some religious instruction. But only 7% er ill e attend 

school for a single hour beyond the age of thirteen. It is not a matter or 
;-11 ~~ T ~ t' F f • { ., c. chance that the religious swea or American Jewish life a.Pe inmlature, c.:.. ,rr , 1::. 

M(►r ... -ZA D , ,,., '-'O ;.)- r.., •- ,l P v • o , 
ldi:1,;;11 t iiae~ sw:oess:DzJ ,pnly when they _ are pe;sopal ized and ,.F§dueed to. the 

2 :m:z 

lgwee4; e ••·•• a.1■ 111 .. a:ti:.Grt. / How long will t he grand communal edifices 

which we have erected sustain themselves if the religious heart ceases to 

pump life-giving hlood and OJcy"gen? This is Ya question. I do not know 

the answer. ltlat I do lmow is that Jewish life is unbalanced, highly 

organized but shallow~ educated, labeled but not convinced, homogeneous 

but not pious. Will Jewish lite again come into balance? Great effort is 

being spent in modernizing and improving the quality of our religious 

education. Never 1n the hiator., ot our people has so much attention been 

given to the be t.7 and baokgroand ot worship. Never have rabbis and 

educators pab:u.JL:iL•111K1 

Bllt 7ou oumot inaiat. 

h ..U written and popular definitions and descriptions. 

ti :th. Allarioan J s J1Uat decide, ••' u a1aat 

and Jucla1 w anc1J=ta.a...- is not yet 

/ 
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apparent. ~at will American Judaism contribute to the American wa::, of 

lire? Ir the faith atrophies, very little. We have been good citizens 
.!-0 

because we have been conditioned to be'\,by our tradition. We have been /1;-,i J ..,. -iL~ 

stable elements in the society because our religious tradition taught and 

insisted upon family values and basic decencies. If these weaken and the 

religious element of Jewish life becomes ew• •••e attenuated and the 

personal element vulgar, we will lose our identity and we will lose what 

virtue we have as contributing citizens of a blessed nation. 
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