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the lives of Sardis Jews, their worship, and the relation of the
Jewish community to civil authority under Roman rule®

The synagogue project has involved experts in several disci-
plines, including archaeologists, architects, engineers, epigraph-
ists, numismatists, and conservation experts, plus a large skilled
work force of local excavators, stone carvers, and construction
crews. My role, as an architect, has been to survey, record,
draw, study, interpret, and plan the restoration of the building,
coordinating the contributions of the associated scholars. 1 am
now working on the forthcoming excavation Report which will
give in full detail the results of more than a deeade of work,

Today, Sardis consists of several farming villages at the
edge of a fertile river plain, with cultivated ficlds among the
ancient ruins (fig. 2), It is a strategic site, on a main route
leading from the interior to the sea. In the ancient world it was
a major city, perhaps best known as the capital of the kingdom
of Lydia. The proverbial wealth of Croesus, last king of Lydia
(¢.5680-¢.546 B.C.) and issuer of the world’s first coins of pure
gold, came from gold carried by the river which runs past the
modern village houses.! The city remained an smportant regional
center through Persian, Hellenistic, Roman, and early Byzantine
times. With a population estimated at 100,000 under Roman
rule, it is perhaps the largest ancient city in which substantial
synagogue remains are preserved, As one of the “Seven Churches
of Asia” addressed by the author of the Book of Revelation,
Sardis has long attracted Christian pilgrims and tourists. Though
the city was destroyed periodically by both wature and man, it
was many times rebuilt. However, it never fully recovered after
its destruction by a Sassanid king, Chosroes 11, in 616 A.D.,
declining slowly in importance through the Byzantine and Islamic
periods.

| Preliminary veguris on the excavation and restoration of the Sawila synagogus
have been published sach year in the American Schowls gf (rdeninl Research Bulleiin.
There have been sevarnl other scholatly and general articles sn the synagogue and ita
contents. For & fuller bibliography and for greater detsil on the information and
argumaents given hery, seo! A, I Beager, "The Bullding Hislory of the Sandis Syne-
kogue” American Journal of Archaeology 76 (1972), 426-835: A T Heager, “Tha
Architecture of the Durs and Sardis Synagogues,” The Dwra-Ewropis Symogdgue—
A Re-rvoluntion (18821872}, wd. J, Gutmann (51 In the seri=s Religion and the Arts,
published jointly by the American Academy of Hellgion anel the Society of HibHen)
Literature, 1978}, 79118, fgn. 1018

*A Lydian gold refinery aren was identified during excavatlons in 1968
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Main hall of synagogue, looking toward apse, 1964,
Floor mosaics are covered with earth for protection.
Stones (including inscription in an unknown language)
toppled from a pier of the main hall, 1963,

Removing pier blocks from the main hall, 1963,

Floor mosaic and drmin next to base of pier in the
main hall, 1971,

Inscription in mosaic on floor of the main hall: “Aurel-
ius Alexander, also called Anatolios, citizen of Sardis,
Councilor, gave the mosaic of the third bay.”

Mosaic on floor of synagogue apse, 1963,

Came!(?) head, marble inlay from synagogue wall
decoration.

Pilaster capital with lion from synagogue main hall.
Synagpgue apse and benches. Photo taken from a
balloon,

Synagogue main hall after restoration, looking toward
apse, table, and paired lions, 1973.

Synagogue main hall after restoration, looking toward
entrance wall and pavilion-like shrines, 1973,
Reconstruction of shrine at east end of main hall, 1967.
Shrine at east end of main hall, restored, 1967.

Incised marble plague showing menorah, lulab, shofar.
Two of four stone slabs which supported a reader’s
platform in center of hall, and mosaie inscription read-
ing “Vow of Samog, priest and teacher of wisdom.”
Note the ancient repair to a section of the mosaic.
Marblz slab with menorah, lulah, ethrog (citron), and
inseription within roundel.

Marbl2 menorah from the synagogue, originally with
seven hranches.

Marbl: plaque recording donation of the inlay decora-
tion of the nomophylakion, “the plice that protects
the Law.” Drawing by Elaine Gazda,

Greek inseription on plaque enjoining: “Find, break
open, read, observe.”

Plan and section of road paving at southeast corner
of the synagogue, typical of drawings showing excava-
tion results.
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