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Jerusalem's down/ all certain EZEKIEL 12, 13 

Next morning, the word of the LORD came to me: Man, he said, have 8 9 
not the Israelites, that rebellious people, asked you what you are doing? 
Tell them that these are the words of the Lord Goo : This oracle concerns 10 

the prince in Jerusalem, and all the Israelites therein. a Tell them that you 11 

are a sign to warn them; what you have done will be done to them; they 
will go into exile and captivity. Their prince will shoulder his pack in the 12 

dusk and go through a hole made to let him out, with his face covered so 
that he cannot be seen nor himself see the ground. But I will cast my net 13 
over him, and he will be caught in the meshes. I will bring him to Babylon, 
the land of the Chaldaeans, though he will not see it; and there he will die. 
I will scatter his bodyguard and drive all his squadrons to the four winds; 14 

I will follow them with drawn sword. Then they shall know that I am the 15 
LORD, when I disperse them among the nations and scatter them through 
many lands. But I will leave a few of them who will escape sword, famine, 16 
and pestilence, to tell the whole story of their abominations to the peoples 
among whom they go; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

And the word of the LORD came to me: Man, he said, as you eat you must 17 18 
tremble, and as you drink you must shudder with dread. Say to the com- 19 
mon people, These are the words of the Lord Goo about those who live in 
Jerusalem and about the land of Israel: They will eat with dread and be 
filled with horror as they drink; the land shall be filled with horror because 
it is sated with the violence of all who live there. Inhabited cities shall be 20 

deserted, and the land shall become a waste. Thus you shall know that 
I am the LORD. 

The word of the LORD came to me: Man, he said, what is this proverb 21 22 

current in the land of Israel: ''Time runs on, visions die away'? Say to 23 
them, These are the words of the Lord Goo: I have put an end to this 
proverb; it shall never be heard in Israel again. Say rather to them, The 
time, with all the vision means, is near. There will be no more false visions, 24 

no specious divination among the Israelites, for I, the LORD, will say what 25 
I will, and it shall be done. It shall be put off no longer: in your lifetime, 
you rebellious people, I will speak, I will act. This is the very word of the 
Lord Goo. 

The word of the LORD came to me: Man, he said, the Israelites say that 26 27 
the vision you now see is not to be fulfilled for many years: you are pro
phesying of a time far off. Say to them, These are the words of the Lord 2 8 
Goo: No word of mine shall be delayed; even as I speak it shall be done. 
This is the very word of the Lord Goo. 

The LORD said to me, Man, prophesy of the prophets of Israel; prophesy, 13 1 2 
and say to those who prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear what the LORD 
says : These are the words of the Lord Goo: Oh, the wicked folly of the 3 prophets ! Their inspiration comes from themselves; they have seen no 
vision. Your prophets, Israel, have been like jackals among ruins. They have 4 5 not gone up into the breach to repair the broken wall round the Israelites, 
that they may stand firm in battle on the day of the LORD. Oh, false vision 6 
and lying divination! Oh, those prophets who say, 'It is the very word of 
the LORD', when it is not the LORD who has sent them; yet they expect their 

a therein: prob. rdg.; Heb. among them. 
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DEUTERONOMY 19, 20 God's laws delivered by Moses 

10 all time, then you shall add three more cities of refuge to these three. Let 
no innocent blood be shed in the land which the LORD your God is giving 
you as your patrimony, or blood-guilt will fall on you. 

11 When one man is the enemy of another, and he lies in wait for him, 
attacks him and strikes him a blow so that he dies, and then takes sanctuary 

12 in one of these cities, the elders of his own city shall send to fetch him; tfley 
13 shall hand him over to the next-of-kin, and he shall die. You shall show 

him no mercy, but shall rid Israel of the guilt of innocent blood; then all 
will be well with you. 

14 Do not move your neighbour's boundary stone, fixed by the men of 
foI'I11er times in the patrimony which you shall occupy in the land the LORD 
your God gives you for your possession. 

15 A single witness may not give evidence against a man in the matter of 
any crime or sin which he commits : a charge must be established on the 
evidence of two or of three witnesses. 

16 When a malicious witness comes forward to give false evidence against 
17 a man, and the two disputants stand before the LORD, before the priests 
18 and the judges then in office, if, after careful examination by the judges, 

he be proved to be a false witness giving false evidence against his fellow, 
19 you shall treat him as he intended to treat his fellow, and thus rid your-
20 selves of this wickedness. The rest of the people when they hear of it will 

be afraid: never again will anything as wicked as this be done among you. 
21 You shall show no me.rcy: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 

hand, foot for foot. 

20 WHEN YOU TAKE THE FIELD against an enemy and are faced by horses 
and chariots and an army greater than yours, do not be afraid of them; for 
the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, will be with you. 

2 When you are about to join battle, the priest shall come forward and 

3 address the army in these words: 'Hear, 0 Israel, this day you are joining 
battle with the enemy; do not lose heart, or be afraid, or give way to panic 

4 in face of them; for the LORD your God will go with you to fight your 
s enemy for you and give you the victory.' Then the officers shall address 

the army in these words: 'Any man who has built a new house and has not 
dedicated it shall go back to his house; or he may die in battle and another 

6 man dedicate it. Any man who has planted a vineyard and has not begun 
to use it shall go back home; or he may die in battle and another man use 

1 it. Any man who has pledged himself to take a woman in marriage and has 
not taken her shall go back home; or he may die in battle and another man 

8 take her.' The officers shall further address the army: 'Any man who is 
afraid and has lost heart shall go back home; or his comrades will be dis-

9 couraged as he is.' When these officers have finished addressing the army, 
commanders shall be appointed to lead it. 

10 11 When you advance on a city to attack it, make an offer of peace. If the 
city accepts the offer and opens its gates to you, then all the people in it 

12 shall be put to forced labour and shall serve you. If it does not make peace 
13 with you but offers battle, you shall besiege it, and the LORD your God will 
14 deliver it into your hands. You shall put all its males to the sword, but you 
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EZEKIEL 13, 14 Jerusalem's down/all certain 

7 words to control the event. Is it not a false vision that you prophets have 
seen? Is not your divination a lie? You call it the very word of the LORD, 
but it is not I who have spoken. 

8 These, then, are the words of the Lord Goo: Because your words are 
9 false and your visions a lie, I am against you, says the Lord Goo. I will 

raise my hand against the prophets whose visions are false, whose divina
tions are a lie. They shall have no place in the counsels of my people; they 
shall not be entered in the roll of Israel nor set foot upon its soil. Thus 

10 you shall know that I am the Lord Goo. Rightly, for they have misled my 
people by saying that all is well when all is not well. It is as if they were 

11 building a wall and used whitewash for the daubing. Tell these daubers 
that it will fall; rain will pour down in torrents, and I will send hailstones 

12 hard as rock streaming down and I will unleash a stormy wind. When the 
building falls, men will ask, 'Where is the plaster you should have used?' 

13 So these are the words of the Lord Goo: In my rage I will unleash a stormy 
wind; rain will come in torrents in my anger, hailstones hard as rock in my 

14 fury, until all is destroyed. I will demolish the building which you have 
daubed with whitewash and level it to the ground, so that its foundations 
are laid bare. It shall fall, and you shall be destroyed within it; thus you 

15 shall know that I am the LORD. I will spend my rage on the building and on 
those who daubed it with wash; and people a will say, 'The building is 

16 gone and the men who daubed it are. gone, those prophets of Israel who 
prophesied to Jerusalem, who saw visions of prosperity when there was no 
prosperity.' This is the very word of the Lord Goo. 

a: .,... Now tum, man, to the women of your people who prophesy out of their 
18 own hearts, and prophesy to them. Say to them, These are the words of 

the Lord Goo: I loathe you, you women who hunt men's lives by sewing 
magic bands upon the wrists and putting veils over the heads of persons 
of every age; are you to hunt the lives of my people and keep your own lives 

19 safe? You have violated my sanctity before my people with handfuls of 
barley and scraps of bread. You bring death to those who should not die, 
and life to those who should not live, by lying to this people of mine who 

20 listen to lies. So these are the words of the Lord Goo: I am against your 
magic bands with which you· hunt men's lives for the excitement of it. 
I will tear them from your arms and set those lives at liberty, lives that you 

21 hunt for the excitement of it. I will tear up your long veils and save my 
people from you; you shall no longer have power to hunt them. Thus you 

22 shall know that I am the LORD. You discouraged the righteous man with 
lies, when I meant him no hurt; you so strengthened the wicked that he 

23 would not abandon his evil ways and be saved; and therefore you shall 
never see your false visions again nor practise your divination any more. 
I will rescue my people from your power; and thus you shall know that 
I am the LORD. 

1-t Some of the elders of Israel came to visit me, and while they sat with me 
2 3 the LORD said to me, Man, these people have set their hearts on their idols 

and keep their eyes fixed on the sinful things that cause their downfall. 

4 Am I to let such men consult me? Speak to them and tell them that these 
a Prob. rdg.; Heb. I. 
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God's laws delivered by Moses DEUTERONOMY 18, 19 

~ When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, 9 
,. do not learn to imitate the abominable customs of those other nations. Let 10 

no one be found among you who makes his son or daughter pass through 
fire, no augur or soothsayer or diviner or sorcerer, no one who casts spells 11 

or traffics with ghosts and spirits, and no necromancer. Those who do 12 

these things are abominable to the LoRD, and it is because of these abomin
able practices that the LORD your God is driving them out before you. You 1 3 
shall be whole-hearted in your service of the LORD your God. 

These nations whose place you are taking listen to soothsayers and r4 
augurs, but the LORD your God does not permit you to do this. The LORD 15 
your God will raise up a prophet from among you like myself, and you _.__.. 
shall listen to him. All this follows from your request to the LORD your 16 

God on Horeb on the day of the assembly. There you said, 'Let us not hear 
again the voice of the LORD our God, nor see this great fire again, or we 
shall die.' Then the LORD said to me, 'What they have said is right. I will 17 18 

raise up for them a prophet like you, one of their own race, and I will put 
my words into his mouth. He shall convey all my commands to them, and 19 

if anyone does not listen to the words which he will speak in my name I will 
require satisfaction from him. But the prophet who presumes to utter in 20 

my name what I have not commanded him or who speaks in the name of 
other gods-that prophet shall die.' If you ask yourselves, 'How shall we 21 

recognize a word that the LORD has not uttered?', this is the answer: When 22 

the word spoken by the prophet in the name of the LORD is not fulfilled 
and does not come true, it is not a word spoken by the LORD. The prophet 
has spoken presumptuously; do not hold him a in awe. 

WHEN THE LORD YOUR GOD EXTERMINATES the nations whose land 19 
he is giving you, and you take their place and settle in their cities and 
houses, you shall set apart three cities in the land which he is giving you 2 

to occupy. Divide into three districts the territory which the LORD your 3 

God is giving you as patrimony, and determine where each city shall lie. 
These shall be places in which homicides may take sanctuary. 

This is the kind of homicide who may take sanctuary there and save his 4 . 

life : the man who strikes another without intent and with no previous 
enmity between them; for instance, the man who goes into a wood with s 
his mate to fell trees, and, when cutting a tree, he relaxes his grip on the 

• • axe, b the head glances off the tree, hits the other man and kills him. The 
homicide may take sanctuary in any one of these cities, and his life shall be 
safe. Otherwise, when the dead man's next-of-kin who had the duty of 6 

vengeance pursued him in the heat of passion, he might overtake him if 
the distance were great, and take his life, although the homicide was not 
liable to the death-penalty because there had been no previous enmity on 

► his part. That is why I command you to set apart three cities. 7 

If the LORD your God extends your boundaries, as he swore to your fore- 8 

fathers, and gives you the whole land which he promised to them, because 9 

you keep all the commandments that I am laying down today and carry 
them out by loving the LORD your God and by conforming to his ways for 

0 Or it. h when . . . axe: or as he swings the axe to cut a tree. 
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