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1974 ANNUAL REPORT 

CENT~AL FUUD FOR TBADIT!ONAL INSTITUTIONS 

What is CFTI? 

Cleveland's Central Fund for Tr~aitional Institutions is a planned program 
for the perpetuation of trad.iticnal Jewish institutions. Among its primary 
beneficiaries ar.e more than 20,000 yeshiva students in Israel who are pre
paring themselves as rabbis, teachers, a_~d informed laymen. Th':!y also carry 
the message of Torah Judaism to isolated cOJ:imunities where it u~ght not 
otherwise be heard, through outreach p_rograrns of the yeshivas. Home:J for 
the a.c;ed, orphaned, and handicapped in Israel, Europe, and the Un:i.ted States 
are als~ supported. 

Hist~ry .. CFTI was est.ablished thirteen years ago as an organized, economical 
method of soliciting funds from an entire community, with distri

bution of those funds limited to traditional institutions. We acknowledge 
the cooperation and encouragement received from The Jewish Community Federa
tion of Cleveland from the beginning in 1962. We are also grateful f;,r t.:he 
leadership provided by Messrs. Irving I. Stone and H. D. Wilkoff, our. first 
co-chairmen. The pattem they designed has proven successful and is still 
followed. 

Our "once-only'' per year centralized campaign effort was o:ganized 
with the consent and cooperation of the institutions involved. It replaces 
the personal visits of "meshulachim" and elbinates t.he prohilii.tively high 
costs involved in their cocing. It also does away with much mail solicita
tion. Thus, maximll!ll funds reach Ollr beneficiary institutions. 

Grants are based on authenticated information regarding ths size 
and budgetary requir~.ments of the various institutions. We belie,.re that the 
institutions supported are happy with their association here because they now 
have an annual subvention from Cleveland on which they can depend and plan. 
They have also enjoyed increases as we could afford thea throug~ the years. 
The number of institutions has increased from 85 in 1962 to 182 today. 
Subscribers have increased from 53 to 495 in that time. Funds available 
for dis~ribution have increased from $31,000 to $62,000 tod~y. This includes 
an annual grant made available through Federation's budgeting process. 

Appreciation 

We wish to thank our growing ranks of supporters who through the years have 
proven out the soundness of Central Fund's concept. We also express our 
deepest appreciation to the loyal corps of workers--most of whom ara members 
of our Board of Directors--who are the backbone of our efforts. They are 
the key to our success. 

The Future 

We look to the past with sane pride and satisfaction, we look to the future 
with some hope and confidence that CFTI will continue to grow, so that it 
can render maximum help to the increaaing nUJ11ber of traditional institutions. 

Rabbi Louis Engelberg and Samuel Lewis 
Co-Chairmen 
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'D4C .Oberlin 
Oct. 9, 196}1. 

THE MEANING OF ISRAEL 

To live is to dream. Our dreams are made of insubstantial stuff, 

yet they can pick ua up and make our lives over. 

We are dedicating this weekend to Israel. Tomorrow and Sunday we 

will deal with things as they are, what Israel is, what Israel ia accom

plishing, and what the existence of Israel can mean for us. Tonight I 

would paint in a background for you, and I would remind you of the dream 

which created Israel. 

First I must make this point. The original drive to create an 

independent Jewish State was not born of the urgency of settling the 

survivors of a hundred concentration camps. Zionism preceded Hitler by a 

hundred years -- the Russian pogroms by thirty. Those who first settled 

in Israel and those who first expressed the hope of a Jewish State dreamed 
.f ... 6)~< N ~ . of a radical and necessary change in Jewish....._ 

Rather.,.:a., than tell the history of the Zionist Movement, I 

would outline f'or you some of their dreams and hopes. By understanding 

what was expected of Israel, we can appreciate how Israel became as she is. 

Some, as ww shall see, expected Israel to be a center of religious 

renaissance: "For out of Zion shall go f'orth the I.aw, and the word of the 

Iord from Jerusalem." Others saw Israel as the first purely Socialist 

State. By political example, Jewish genius would teach all Europe the 

benefits of .t£e government of the proletariat. To Ben-Gurion a Jewish State 
~(_,) ,a~~cc- 7 0 , 0~1 4 u.f, fl liA' '-4 or. 

meant an e••• t ]le, ethical society~ To Rabbi Herzog a Jewish State 
N • , \." la SO J • f < 11 O • • A ~ ·-P..'-~'\ '~n., ·- f.iowt:;1!,. 7 • 

meant PS tssden to rabbinic law. As is well known,* grd~the Orthodox 
f\ 

rabbinate jurisdiction over marriage, divorce, matters of inheritance, etc. 

Two dreems merged, with noticable friction and understandable compromise. 
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Israel was born of other dreams. An Achad Ha Am expected Israel to 

be a center of intellectual ferment. An A. D. Gordon looked for Israel to 
-(I t..8.4 ,VJ 

!i:I 7 1 zc Jewish life. A disciple of Tolstoy and of Rousseau, he looked to 

the land and to agriculture -- Hechalutz - Avodah. We would be be farmers 

and pioneers. '!be new Jew ofl• ,'> of the land and muscular would become V J 

a hero image to his stoop-shoul.dered and overly bookish coreligionist in 

the Diaspora. Israel was to see the Hebrew University and the Technion, and 

the Canaan1tess-- anti-intellectuals who championed dirty hands and clean 
Af'l '. ,. I>' • t.h t " ~ f"f\, 'f tr\ ~lv\1-4 

hearts. Was the farmer or the engineer or the scholar the true hero? Was 
I\ 

Israel to be a country of cities or of the kibbutz? Men brought many dreams 

to Israel, and each of these 01M dreams touched Israel with something of its 

present color and made the harmony which is Israel's national purpose. 

Let me introduce you. to one of the earliest Zionist dreamers, Moses 

Hess. Born in Bonn, Germany in 1821, his early life was one of traditional 
{. Pt- I\\ CL-AM.ti) - ,C. .\.",o I! fr.) 

Jewish learning followed by a bitter rebellion. Hess~eyes were not opened 
I\ 

so much by the richness of western thought as by the poverty of Europe's 

working cl.ass. Though he rejected his traditional upbringing, the single 

dominant theme t.n Hess' life was a prophetic social conscience. Hess 

became one of the early and classic Socialists. He co-authored with Karl 

Marx and Frederick Engel.s a number of works, and then .he broke with them 

-because he could not accept the Communist Manifest~r a view of life which 

was wholly materialistic and economic. Not every mean• was an acceptable 

technique to achieve the Workers' Revolution. (Indeed, a good section of 

the Communist Manifesto was devoted to an attack on Hess for what Marx 

labeled naive ethical attitudes.) 

Hess was a revolutionary in an age of romantic revolutionaries. 

During the liberal revolt of 1848 in Germany he was an active organizer 
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and pamphleteer, and later the German government put a price on his head. 

Hess was a man of intense comm:l tment. He found himself' at one time in Paris 

and out of money. A street prostitute befriended him and took him in and 

fed him and gave him her last francs to mail in his latest manuscript. Hess, 

ever the romantic, married the prostitute, and strange :to say, they lived 
f 

happy ever after. /What turned this crusader for the working class into a 

Zionist? We do not know. Perhaps it was that Hess recognized tbal; the 
~ 

privileged classes were using anti-Semitism as a deliberate propaganda weapon 

for their selfish ends. Perhaps 1t was no more than his instinctive , 
• --;re ({ , ' 

romantic spirit, which NW the birth of nationalism in Italy and Austria 
,Jt,'(" ON L..'f and Germany. 'lbe early nationalists Manzini and Garibaldi were romantic 

~ ~ 
and liberal figuresr champions of the underprivileged against the privileged. 

" ~ "the poor Jewish worker would find his Justice in Israel. There, 

under the almost magical skies of the Holy Iand, a just economic organization 

of society would evolve. As a romantic, Hess believed there was something 

unique about the Holy land, a happy contagion which would brlng out the best 

of Jewish spirit. Knowing it to be a wilderness, Socialist Hess saw the 

Holy Iand as an empty place in which men could engineer a proper society 
tytM°" 'without having to destroy in cold blood the privileged orders. -It was a 

1,,._, i ti L-:, ~-~ . s '-~ "' "' IJ ~ .., aa.ppy so u on. r 
l ~ ~ ~ ""'° c. .. , \-4, \ ,. 

be the sanctification not only of ' 
man s ind1 Vi dual life 

life. It wastheir aim to furth 

storic mission to 

but also his social 
er the developnent 

it for that harmo 
ny and unity of 11:fe which is 

of mankind and to prepare 

the final aim of social evolution -- a messianic 
state vhich would 

measure up t th 
o e revealed diVine 

- - --
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rs of the knowledge of God were 

people not onl,Y created in antiquity the most sublime religion, which was 

destined to become the common pr±ority of a civilized world, but as human 

society progressed it continually developed it. This mission will last 

until the end of days, until th.e time will come when in the words of our 

prophets the knowledge of our God will fill the world. For the end of days 

of which Judaism prophesied is not,as other people misunderstood it, the -end of the world but rather the accomplishment of historic development and 
-- - ---- . 

the education of humanity • Juda:lsm ii above all a nationality whose 
..... 

histoz-Y, outlasting millenia, goes hand in hand with that of humanity. It 

is a nation which has once been the spiritual instrument of regeneration 

for society and today, a~he rejuvenation of the historic nations is being 

accomplished, Judaism celebrate\. its own resurrection with its cultural 

rebirth. 11 

Jewish life has always held to the piety that the Holy I.and was 

unique. Aliyah means not only in-migration but a going up. Imm:1 gration to 

the Holy I.and was an ascent to a place where one is closer to God. It was 

in the Holy Iand that the Messiah would reveal himself and establish his 

kingdom. '!be uniqueness of the Holy land was a pa.rt of many dreams. 

~ous, Socialist, nat:ona~st, their common element was the prayer for 

a better society. Israel would quicken the Jewish spirit, consequently 

Israel would become the unrivalled moral State. 

Hess was only the first of many thousands of settlers who came to 
,.ta, .. 

Zionism only after they had come to Socialism. These me~elled against ,,., 

_the ghetto~d what they labeled 1;s stifling medievalism) by Joining the .',n,;;i.~ -r0 • 

h.(? f),J tr ~•If b ' op ~ ,1l0-./ i ~a:;- 1 
f'P»Afti± 011•to rne1'1 exe:Y-eir -7there was no rew.,-~ be~•• @mer in eastern 

~(.SW- .. (f1£.1 nb t'14 I llttlf' 
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Europe, so they joined the parties of the proletariat and they accepted the 

,r c. c.ef TG~~ teachings of proletariat leaders that religion was the opiate of the masses 
lt\'V ,T" ~,~ 

and that the clerics were among the enemies of the working class./\ In 

Russia and in Poland the church was joined w1 th the State in a rigid and 

ugly defiance of the simple mandates of Justice. In Germany and in France -~ 
&--,·~ 

the High Church alined- iili••H with the rich and the feudal. Traditional 
A 

~ 

Judaism has, of course, no voice beyond the ghetto walls .. __: traditional 

Judaism was necessari~ quiescent about the economic reform in the larger 
N ., <> t\.. \.. t.>, 

community. Judaism -was faulted by these young revolutionaries for the 
.,,~ nc ~ L.t ""~ l ltt. £-Avn.u--t ...-.,; "' w tt l'-tf ~~-)-.•~ .s" -fllUJ.l-4 tr INJ._i ·l\~'1 ~· - ... w P•• T'-'--11s;" 

~N'l J'/llrM, 4rlme¾o~urch. The ll.angUage of revolution was atheist./ Anti-
/"\ ~AO£ 7£f ~,,_ O.:etl. /-. Qilt;: ~ 

'T"-t-F' /"'Tn-

Semitism 'b111ttt,i.t t.b•r• rs olM,io11&Itea frem th• eeonom1 e lrHB 'be Monism. 

Exposure to the German and Polish working class groups made ~:.;e~f:iz; ~-
,· .,'(l.\i_ I ~ ' 

that anti-Semitism wasas e•oger~~ in Socialist as in Royalist circles, -
the Jewish worker was not welcomed into t he l arger labor organizations, 

-"~ B'-'-'••..a ~ -i Al~ w-~~e, ,tJt'~ 
711

~ 

tllt t Var all of ~ talk about cl.ass, the Jews were declasse. Zionism '1',s,17'\~r 
'f~ ,-....,,,.;;, 

captured the ferment and the restiveness and the angry moral outrage of a 

whole generation of revolutionaries. Such men came to believe fervent~ in 

Israel, but their dream did not include a spiritual rebirth. Indeed, for 

many, Israel must be nonreligious land. The people would return to the 
~ 1'1"'-' w -(lr \ (An; C /.}~ .~ ? (> ' 5. '"'l ~ ~)r¼o 14tt.f>&.··~ 

the forge, :to., a oa:twml. fe1 :tb 1 p lit• er4 ia men end tbey: plough and to 
flrl-:, f E 1'7 "/ 

weu;J o hwe 110 
~f ,•JI\U& I'\ ~-1\:~ 1 t-.--C ( • ~£> , ._- , (S ,◄ <ri -.d'N O ~ W~'-'4 "tlrf'/ 
~eed of thft..,a__ or...ce:Lr fathers. ttA-• ~6~, 

Let me introduce you to a man whose name you probably do not know, 

Ber Borochov. He was born in 1881 in the Ukraine. He died in Kiev in 1917 
U)S:, 

during the first days of the Bolshevik revolution. Borochov was a Marxist;- rfl0.~ Jth,·• ' 

~. 1t'f''-

pol.em1 cist and pamphleteer. His interest in Zionism seems to have been born 

ot no more consequential fact than that he and his fellow Russian revolu

tionaries were never allowed to forget their Jewishness. Borochov's Zionist 
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writings are tortured as he attempts to be consistent. On the one hand, he 

prizes the internationalism of Socialism, and on the other he defends Jewish 
w::: ~ 

nation meld ng. He resolves the dilemma by insisting that Palestine will be 
.._ ,..,... 

sui generis, a clean and new creation of the laboring class. Palestine 

will be settled by the Jewish proletariat, and they will create there a 

pure Socialist State. Borochov 4•s tlri tings are heavy with Marxist jargon, 

but they are important for any who would understand Israel, because ~ w 

-he together w:I. th Yi tzhak ben Zvi, later the President of Israel, 1illci I I Iii 
( ,J ,.,,,,, 1--. 

wrote what became the fundamental document of the Labor Zionist Movement. 
1\ - ,. - ;::: ♦-,r 

The bullt of the leadership of Israel between 1940 and 1960 came from eastern 
A 

Europel came in the second Aliyah of the 19'20 '~ and came with Borochov 's 
rl~ 

dream, an ideal Socialist State. Partnership of the Histradut and the 
{,.,.}.)~ rJ ,-.. -", ,.. T,~ ~B'9 c.72 ~t~n... --.:\-S' Cl~ ~ Ev ~ ,Oa 

Sgciallst grew from this early revolutionary doctrine. latterly, Ben-Gurion 
~ ~M~ 

and others abandoned the dialectic of a class war. 'I.bey "argued that -;iite 

cl.asses never ,. had a chance to become organized in Israel, but they srv■lrr 4~ ~,ri 

e-l 
abandon their vision of a planned economy, of the ownership by the people of 

the natural resource, and of the partnership of the working class in the 

ownership of the factories and plants, -tn wta eh •••• • ii - -------· d. Few of these 

men was able to shake his early and militant antireligious philosophy. I 

remember in nineteen hundred and forty-eight taking Moshe Sharett to tlle I+ 

synagogue in New York the day after the announced establishment of Israel, 

and his remarking to me that this was the first time in a quarter of a 

century that he had set foot inside a congregation. r Strangely, few of these 

Socialist doctrinaires rena:lned impervious to Israel's history as a holy 

land. Ben-aurton, as you know, has a vigorous interest in the Bible and 

takes part in a weekly circle of Bible study. This interest in Israel's 
Pv,.ty 

apiritual roots vu rationalized as, a) historical, and b) as a return to 

r,, r1 t v 1 
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the pure bedrock of our people's experience. Rabbinic Judaism is viewed as 
a perversion and an empty theology. '!he Bible speaks of land, farming, of , 
national vigor, of war, and of the ethical and just community. This is the 
true and the pure source of Israel's national purpose. That the prophets 
spoke in the name of God is an inconvenient fact which is simply overlooked. 

Zionism was born of a restive and revolutionary spirit. The early 
innnigrants were dissatisfied with the ghetto and the ghetto man. 'Ibey 

wanted a new State and a new kind of Jew. How would this new Jew come into 
l, t..l tL.'1 c- g~: t 1>S a -~\ being? A. D. Gordon taught Israel to -U,i;n1, kij s of Reueecai ci«1. t £ . <; "t(,...."t' Hard work On the land would straighten the back and cleanse the heart. The 

r1>-..>~ft.S 
mystical :d t ! of the Holy Land was given by Gordon a practical twist. "By 

the sweat of thy brow this land renews. " Gordon taught a generation of 
Israeli to look on farming and the hardships of the pioneer as a blessing. 
"Son of man, there will come a day when your aons and your daughters will 
dream a dream, a profound dream ••. and your sons and daughters will come 
and seek the interpretation of this dream in the land of their fathers. They 
will seek it with all the power of their heart and with all the strength of 
their hand. Seeking it, they will dig in hidden places. They will do all 
manner of worlt in field and vineyard, and as they work they will grow. And 
they will see what no man before them saw. Then will the Jewish people 
blossom again. 'lben will it live again. Then will it become a nation." 
,l.l) ~ I?. ll', 1 ' C AJ , r-i ',,~ •• ~ ~ "I t( &.,\; ,:_. .,: ,- '1 £..,,,..,'-1,J - 2- - h✓,F>6' ~ V .. ,. H ➔ -A IJ, :>I ,' t Gordon, by personal example and by the mystical and charismatic quality ofa ~ ,, " 

7, ttr-t"' u t.l, N " ~, D-. 'ct - i'>tK\b /l I\S- It n ~" 't () :, I).. ~J.c,_ ~t:-i~c.1Jf\ t l1 his words, taught a generatio~to see hardship as a blessing and as a ~~c~ 
.,. [' .... ,,. ""'-&.ft • .. /'. I D I ~~--... ~.., 'IV purification. 'DI I gl'\u.ny in Israel a profound mistrust of the city ,..'7o 4 ~ and of civilization. It is no matter of chance that ~-Gurion retreats to 

the small wilderness settlement of Sdfker~ 'tbrking the 1ana; building 

simply on the Jand, a pure civilization will evolve. The kibbutz is the 
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maximum of civilization which those who dream of a return to nature 451: 

permit. It is free and unfettered, communal and based on the soil. We 
"' C t- c. , J L.. :,. ./> 4 I 

can find echoes of this fear of the cit~ even in such a western Zionist as 
·\ 

Chaim Weiz.mann. 

Whether prophets will once more arise among the Jews in the near 
future it is difficult to say. But if they choose the way of honest 
and hard and clean living, Q_n the land in settlements built on the 
oµi princiRles, and in cities cleansed of the dross which has been 

l _sometimes mistaken for civilization· if they center their activities 
on gentiin ues, w ev .. ~-~ n n ustry, agriculture, science, literature 
or art, then God will look down benign:cy on His children who after a 
long wandering have come home to serve Him with a psalm on their lips 
and a spade in their hands, reviving their old country and making it a 
center of human civilization. 

The conflict between the land and the laboratory, between the pioneer 
bc,..&C.,,,f!N 1~ "4. It '-..a \2., A,4• '~'-'} 

and the petty bourgeois, between the Sabra and the later settlerA is a basic 
Lf¼n.J.,- t:. 

philosophic gulf which yawns across the landscape of Israeli thought. 
l>Gl-v~. " If some 111u • ·.. • • - - - -• II of a morality become a State, others 

'-~t..t7'1lA'- uc,c.r·u ,-.e, /½A> ,-N'lst. ...eX,utn ... 12:<t1fl.-U-~ 
dreamed of a PH,, lm •t: 1J.111•111• ni ef a J!8\li 1eaHt of iden±J ty. Asher 

Ginsberg -- Achad Ha Am -- was born in 1856 in the Ukraine. He died in 

1927 in Tel Aviv. He received a traditional education, and later educated 

himself in the whole burden of western thought. Achad Ha Am lived and died 

within the Zionist Movement. He attended Zionist Congresses. He was a 

friend and confidante of Weizmann. But he had no real enthusiasm for the 

political program of the Zionist Movement. Achad Ha Am wanted a select and 

self-selecting in-migration. He hoped that in Israel the best and most 

intelligent 



,s.~~'.l of Jews would settle and in, rather more free atmosphere spark a spiritual 
\, t1 ~ L!'(._A renaissance throughout the Diaspora. lbre critic than 01•■•1Natt,:e, Ahad 

Ha-am reiterated the basic hope of a spiritual renatasance, but in a unique 
and agnostic way. Ahad Ha-am had no l>el:l.ef in God. He might be called the 

father of modern reconstructionism, for hw was f'undamentally convinced of the 
unique virtues of what we might l.oosel.y call the Jewish way of life. He did 
not hope for better theology but for a better citizenship and a better sense 

of family solidarity and a more critical philosophic spirit to be born in 

Israel. He saw Israel as a place where a few brave men -- .Ahad Ha-am was 

almost Nietzschean at times -- might find the intellectual way to lead 
l • ') be .~ 

[

~G- -"2-~ tk_ (a_,.._ ..... o ·L. "'Cl#e-Israel back into the mainstream of liumani t,y. la ~--- ... v_., . .,. 4 • ~ • ....; ~ _. .. ,.. ..... .._- 1a 
- -

I'\ ..J:L,. • o. 2 r(D - <a.,... • 0 •• Q 41- (",.c;L. • .. ._.. J r.bst of those who emphasized the aspect of' a cultural renaissance 
~ were rebels against the narrowness of F.a.stern European Judaism. But not all. 

. n _ ... _, t . '71,.• F..lltS Ltt, EP ~, '" ,,~, . .-, There weee a number of men,like the Orthodox mystic Abraham Isaac Kook, who 
/\ looked to Israel for a rebirth and purification of the traditional faith. 

"In the Holy land man's imagination is lucid and clear, clean and pure, 

capable of receiving the revelation of diJdne truth and expressing in life 

the sublime meaning, the ideal of the sovereignty of holiness. There the mind 
is prepared to understand the light of prophecy and to be 11Jumiued by the 
radiance of the holy spirit. An outsider may wonder how can seeming un-

believers be moved by this life force, not merely to nearness tC?., the 

universal God but even towards authentic Jewish life -- to expressing the 
divine cno,,oantbnents concrete:cy in image and idea, in song and deed. But 

this is no mystery to anyone whose heart is deeply at one w1 ~ the soul of 

the Jewish people and who knows its aarvelaus nature. The source of this 

., 

in ----~olt a~ pover is _JIU ___ th_ e_ po_w_e_r_ o __ f _ ~ and the everlasti~_slo_ c __ of ~f~. II Socialist 
L-1~~ .,..t+e- t:>f2'ft1coo~ D'P ~""'Y ~ ~u,t '-nrtA'l" N-"6-- 11'\u~ ~&~ ~ N!Wlodax Jn aba:ced tlle Ueem ~• Zka ii"iliiia, but tllH• Veem bad a 

} .., p .. 1 r-:- ,~ w M,.JS"('- Vll-t"r fu/1,. \1~ ,.,,.-84, '~ .,-, tftl t&F ditf!ereM ftlkt'bmlee aua w .ied.., aa we eeell •e&J tGIIGRfOV,.G tension . 
' -~ -- ,... f,Nl,fi' t2Aall•~,,~ ,,. ,,, .. "°"Y ~I> - Wll~.,.~,Ft,·M a!nt- r••-••e•• ia :\Jae rHOxn leed. f' 
oF A M•u..d~~ r•tth•~cN •Mf~ 



'!here were others who saw in Israel. still another dream, the end of 
_ft • ''"' ~ f d p ? 

the immemorial exile, the end of the dispersion. Herzl came close to having 

this dream. Ben-Gurion certainly has it. Phrased simply, thty longed for 

an end to the Jewish problem, to the Wandering Jew, to the prejudice so 

deeply etched in the Exile. Let me quote to you a paragraph by the rather 

scholarly Zionist Jacob Kl.atzkin: 

Such a life, even if it continues to exist, will represent no more 
than a rootless and restless wandering between two worlds. It will 
cause rent and broken human beings to persist -- individuals diseased 
by ambivalence, consumed by contradictions, and spent by relentless 
inner conflict. What will survive will be a people that is depressed, 
bereft of the soil for healthy growth and with geographical-political 
foundations for real existence, but a people, on the other hand, with 
an exaggerated amount of worldly intellectualism living a false and 
perverted existence by means of surrogates for reality •••• 

Nonetheless, let us not be deceived. We know that such means of 
existence cannot lppg endµre; we know that in the Ga.lut a national life, "'" 

(bereft of a soil on which to live a natural existence} is only artificial. f 

We know that the struggle aga:Jnst assimilation has no chance of vie ry. 
But an era e ween an age a~.A~ n n and a 
time of building. It is our task to delay the end and to slow the 
process of disintegration so that, meanwhile, our people may be rebuilt. 
This is no meaningless procr~tination, for it has a purpose. This 
transitional existence is of significance, precise~ because it is 
transitional. 

~ • . I ,, o f ; " 1 "" 1 ,.; ~ A q ; n 1·M" 

\; / ,' 'lhis dream vu, of course, not shared by American Zionists or by 

~f( ff /most of the Zionia:s from the more liberal countries of 'Western Europe. 

Dr. Silver, for instance, said simply: 

( rv/ 'l ~ 7J9) 
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One important fact must be borne in mind. The majority of the 

Jewish people will live outside of Israel. The idea of the ultimate 

disappearance of the Diaspora may be theoretically held or even Justified. 

It is not practically valid. Assuming that Israel will, in the course of 

time, come to contain three or four million Jews, the majority of the 

Jewish people will nevertheless still reside outside its borders. 

This was the case also during the Seoond Conmonvealth, especially in 

the centuries immediately preceding the destruction in 70. It has been 

estimated that in the closing centuries of the Second CoDDDOnwealth about 

two and one-half' million Jews lived in Palestine and about five and one-half 

million lived outside. There was a considerable dispersion of our people in 

the six centuries before the Cornmol'l Era, which extended from the borders of 

Persia in the east to Spain in the west, and from Ethiopia clear to the 

Black Sea. 

Important centers of Jewish life existed, simultaneously w1 th the 

Jewish State, in Babylon, Egypt, Syria and Asia Minor, in the islands of the 

Mediterranean, in Greece and in Italy. It has been estimated that every 

tenth person living in the P.oman Empire in the first century of' the CoJ11D0n 

Era was a Jew, and every fifth person living in the eastern Mediterranean 

world was a Jew. '!be great dispersion was not always the result of expulsions. 

It was not always involuntary. Jeva emigrated from Palestine for reasons 

also ot trade and co11Derce, of economic opportunities elsewhere, perhaps 

also because of crowded conditions in the homeland. 

What was the relationship of the Jews who lived outside of Palestine 

to the Jewieh Statet They owed no political a]il·egiance to the Jewish State, 

and the Jewish State exercised no political control over them. We have the 

testimony of the Jewiah philosopher, Philo, who lived in Egypt in the first 
. 

century., who writes: 
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No one country can contain the whole Jewish nation, by reason 
of its populousness; on which account they frequent al.l the most 
prosperous and fertile countries of Europe and Asia, whether islands 
or continents, looking indeed upon the hozy city as their metropolis 
in which is erected the sacred temple of the most high God, but 
accounting those regions which have been occupied by their fathers and 
grandfathers and great grandfathers and still more remote ancestors, 
in which they have been born and brought up, as their country. 

The country in which they lived was their country. The existence of a 

Jewish State did not diminish by an iota their loyalty to the countries in 

which they lived and in which they and their children were born. Theirs 

was no dual allegiance. Dual allegiance was never a fact in Jewish 

experience. It is the :frightened and the insecure Jew, the one who is 

generally unhappy about his Jewish lineage vho tried to curry favor with the 

non-Jewish world on the basis of self-effacement and spreads the charge of 

dual allegiance against those fellow Jews who are not so frightened and 

servile. 

'!he Jews who lived outside of Palestine in those days nevertheless 

recognized Palestine as the non-political center of world Jewry, especially 

because it was the center of their religion. It was the Hozy land. In 

Jerusalem was the Temple dedicated to the God of Israel. They were mindful 

of the prophecy: "Out of Zion shall go forth the Iaw, and the word of the 

Iord from Jerusalem." Palestine was their ancestral home and the center of 

Jewish religious worship. '!bey made frequent pilgrimages to Palestine. On 

the festivals of the pi~mage, thousands of Jews from all parts of the 

world poured into Jerusalem. 

It vas a revered custom of Jews everywhere to contribute annual.l1' a 

halt-shekel which at stated periods vu collected and carried to Jerusalem 

as their voluntary contribution tovarda the maintenan,;:e of their central 

religiau 1nat1tut1ona. '?hey helped the nation to defend itaelt when Rome 
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attacked it, and they supported the rebellion of Bar Kochba against Rome in 

the second century when the Jews of Palestine attempted to regain their 

independence. 'Ibey wanted the Jewish State to survive. 

Even after the destruction of the Temple, they continued to recognize 

the authority of the religious and spiritual leaders of Palestine, of the 

Sanhedrin and of the great religious academies, and to send their self

imposed tax for the support of the office of the Nasi and of scholars. The 

Jewish communities in other parts of the world, which later on established 

their own academies and produced their own illustrious religious leaders, 

nevertheless accepted the superior authority of the religious leaders and 

centers in Palestine. 

'!he authority of the patriarchate which existed to the fifth century 

and of the Palestinian academles and their prerogatives in such matters as 

the fixing of the calendar for world Jewry and the ordination of rabbis, was, 

w:L th but occasional exceptions, accepted by all. ~e Jews fully understood 

the importance of maintaining a center, a unifying and organizing center of 

Jewish life, especially after the dessruction both of the State aid the 

Temple. They felt the need of some visible authority to hold them together 

against the forces which threatened to disintegrate them. They knew 

themselves to be and they wished to remain one people, one historic comn1ni ty, 

sharing many likenesses, and cooperating with each other for coDDOn purposes 

and against common enemies. 

Rome destroyed Carthage. It destroyed also the Carthaginian nation. 

PDme destroyed Judea. It could.-not destroy the Jewish nation. It only 

41srupted its political center and added to the dispersion ot the people. 

To ISlDD up: there persisted throughout the centuries the liveliest 

interaction between Pale1tine and the Jen of the Diaspora which vu a boon 
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t9 }x)th and which safeguarded the integrity of the people and the character 

of its faith. When the center in Palestine had become totally disrupted, 

and the Jews of the Diaspora were forced to turn to other centers for 

spiritual guidance -- to Babylonia., Northern Africa, Spain and elsewhere -

they nevertheless kept alive in their strong Messianic faith the hope of 

the return of the nation to Palestine and the restoration of its religious 

center there. 



• _,_ Ji 

Dr. Silver, instead, looked to a renewed Israel as a place for the quicken

ing of our spiritual and emotional energies and for a strengthening and 

hardening of our bodies and of our character. The phrase with which he 

summed it up was, "Israel will become the non-political center of our 

Jewish lives." 

These, then, are the dreams; o~ rather the dreams of some of the 

most articulate of Zionist spokesmen. In less delineated ways these dreams 

were shared by millions. iama 1 1 a .. ••••il:ae as be a kel$ ftmln.. 'lhese 

dreams together catalyzed and inspired the century long political drive 

towards 1948. None of· these dreams have been fulfilled in full or in major 

pa.rt. But each must be understood if we would understand the spirit of 

Israel today. I would add only this footnote. What is the nature of our 

dream for Israel, of the dream of those who contribute to its support but 

whose homes are elsewhere. 

Story 

Haven land 

Hozy land 

Homeland 

I.and of hope 

"And indeed 1 t is the land of hope. " 
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(I I , 1y? IJccausc I 1c J ~,.-s ... now hor1 to cal ttb c; in foe t, it ha, been 
. , 



;1s· < Ltct1 ihat 1·l1cy ·1 ( ul:t c too ,·,·- 11. Tl 11·:, if \'.'C ;1•;s111r<! that there :ire .. 
11illc rni( ion Jc- rs i 1 [· h~ ·.:01 ld, .111 I 111 . i it wo11 d l)., p<Vi <, iblc lo 
'()I() ll i ·1. ~ k n l () I t c·; l d J • ',. 1, i n I\ I l ; i \(; Cr' l y }' ( • r, i I C J (.. w i ':, h ( l1 l( 5. 
lion ,1.·o l <l tc ui1c niq,; h1t 1' tcd p .1 1: f()r ils :.;o l1 1lirm . '1' 1is would 
.,<..: ~m impl~ • i al le. 

On i:hc OL 1 ' ( hanLl, yon ·1 ow I ~\l" to r<Hmt on i.cn i.honsand sclllcrs 
a ye ·H rn 1 c. r J. -i. ii :~ c i 1 <. l 1 rn s la 1 < '<''> i: 11 n I 1 1 i 11 r, '> 10 rt of h n I ~ 1 s l i c. 'l' h c 
T11r ish FO\' :rn n~ni: \,"ottl l t oubll '\S 111, a ·tlt i· •,,~ o!<l i1 nrn i 11ration 
r toctions im n 'diatc y, ~ 1 <. to lh~,i- \\'<' \ ,,,11 t l 1:lvc liUlc objcclion. 
,ror if anyone t 1in!·s t 1c1i: th., Jc\YS c ;1n slf'~d info th~ aud of th ir 
[a thee, he is clcccidn~~ either himsc If or ol hers. L !( ·., hci:,, i the corning 
of Jews so pro1nptly not . l ~1s in tl ~ hi '.· !rni., home of th race, for the 
,·cry r ason thnt it is,thc his tori ... l nm •. , nd it wonld hy no m ans be 
to out" int ":'s t o go thcL ... pr~m:t l11t ·ly. Th, irnrni,!talion of Jews 
:-i,·11i~l ~s ,rn nnhorcd-for ac cssion c f sl t<:n:~fh for the land which is . .. ww :;o r ,.or; in fact, or t 1c r,· 101; ( t lon1nn 11:rnpir !. Beside., llis 
1.fa j ·s ty L ,, I 11la11 has 1ad :;.·c~l l ~n t <':,p< ti ,n c~ t; i'·h l1is Jewish snb· 
·cd \ '.1.nd 1., 1·1 ·been~ n inc t : 1ent 111rn1a ·c'1 to th ~1l1 in tnrn. fhus, 
~ :, ii1 rr C)11 1 ' ' linns 10int to a su c~:;s nl < n ' cnll ... , 11·ot'rk<l • 1., whole •~ l 
t1 ' Lkr j-, ~q•··;} \i;_;C.:n ·ty an l f, 1ici'-ou··ly l c- 1 !-cd. '.l'h., ,tt1, n ial h 'l p 

~
1/h it_ l i· \<; J C\\'5 C:.l ll ~'t vc to furl-,,y is hy . () nc, 11' i l Ct)l1 . • < U-c b C and 
vould serve to ob via '·c many an int '·t1,1I ill fror 1 wl ich Lhc ou1 try is 

,·,· • ·r r t1 
' '1 • t • • • l 1 1 t ll 10w su11.cu1w. c ·11 ., 1,~ar .•,~s c 1c:; 10111s Fr :1 y so ·,c orrc·1cr 

'.\·ith I· 1~ J{..,'.v is 1 c :cstio111 it will smd)' b.; of advan laG,! to all civilized 
l ,'O) . . '.l' 1e ~ ch-cnt of Jews \VO t d 1 lHinG at.out an hnprnvc1ncnt in 
lhe sitn~l lion of the "h istians in the Orient . 

., ut it: is not olcly front this ~ spcct that Zionis1n 1 1ay count upon 
t ,~. 

1 
n x1l· 1y of i: 1c.n~1tio1 1'1. ( ou ~nn v I hat in so .n hn 1 tI, Jc\vish 

ll( 

)tublcn1 h:1 ' come to rnc11 :1 ·nn ily for l"' govcr11mcqt. Hit sid s ll 
,vi h iJ1 ·! ~ \' , it is confi:ont·.d )( h<! • · ... • • • sides 

~ ~~ainst th,., rc'./S it 111; ( c·d CL 1 ·iclctablc economic conscc ucnccs 
( O\Vtl u,.,on its r c1 .l ec111se of the wculiar int1ucnc~ of t 1c cws L 

u) n t 1., )usincss af.:·1 ·, ,, o( l \C world . [,', :--a1npks of '·h<! latter may be 
,. l • 11 • r) ' • r 'l • • ' l ll't 1 1oun< m l uss1a. ul\ t: 11: '",c :;ovu:nmcn t· rnamtaws a n ut:ra a · t ·n( c, 
•. 1(~ Jcv:s fit1d l' 1ctt1J 1\· , ·111tpu) k< <cl b1 l'lw l h b!i') cd ·cr, imc and 
m: 1 rn o nc ·ums or f 1c rc1.·o ut1011~tric •. '/,ioni·· rn, or , ~h- tc p or ·he 
J,, , ·, votli 1

) lo ~l w :1~ Ol l 0( rt(~ ~ 11,11,; '( '1') 4 lt l ·:t ·ao l:t ay c.rlli• 
c11 ti... 7,ioni·rn1 i. si1 1 )ly a p .ac ,1 :1.~<' I' , nd it !.ill' fu~ the 11 s11:1l fate ]t/ 
0 ( _,4acc \l~t:1.,rs, ll l I jn· 1 LI ((.~I [[) :; . '•t I'(. ,'' · • ,') (' 'S !. nut 

1 ) p: t, tu , l tn re 
0( l ~,- :jl{lC(ti~ ·~--~llllhJJl i ·, (Vi 1· 1 .. d,'d ;\~ ) i 11·J 01\( I \0 1/i~n\Ctd·, t \l' C lltl\O• 



'l 
a 1 o ) • l"' lion :uric its own • f nta t·ion v. it· 1 it. r 0\1,·lwrc ;rn I Il 1·c l ~ 

a qn .. ·( n of ~ln e:xo lus of ,tl l lhc Jc, ·s . Tl ost,dw a<•~ abl ~ or rho ,,, 
\\. · \ l) b ~ a sirni atcd \\ i l re 11 • in h ;hi, d ·1 1d b1~ ·lLso, ·d. \Vhc'n /I/ 
onr~ a ::1tisLtctot' a0 rccm'nl i· eo1H 1 .u l vnr·o11'i "'n1'1t1<:ll 

m,·oh·ctl and a s ·s ma re c ;1. 1 1 uera ·t011 1Jcuw ·, 1 • \/I 
l ,) 

on so ~)11:1 in c~ c \ conn ·1 y : <; • n country < cstr s ·o 1~ ~ ri, l of i • 
J c\f. l lnw,, ill I h, .lHl nt ! Jl~ :tot)P ,d? ~)t1np ly by I h, gc dLial <.h cccJ~c \/ 'L 
;ii"i"ul 11 , ltn:11 c ~~ • ;< t of- 111l i •.)1~111ii i ·p1. Thtt.' ·ti~ t iat ,,.,-c undcrs <.lll<.l 
and ~1n 'i .i 1a ·c 11 c soluiio11 of the Jv,;i~ 1 problem. 

1. ll i.1 i h·1 • • . n s; ;d ~i11 c ,11H.l ~v,a in by 1ny fricnc s ~1 cl by rny~c1f . 
. ~! ~ sh·dl \'·.1 '° ~ n) p; it Vi h) L • )C·1t it ~w:1in and ag:1in until '.VC ar 

1111c <"'lS G< cl. <.111 [· ii:· so ~ll 11 O<'CtlSion, w rn Jc1.T: • 1:1r; cm 1c tor;cth "C 
··r01n .,o m~ 1 HH s a '· t L ~ u>o d su 1 11 on or. na ·iona lily, l ... t onr 
)rof,~"s:o \ uf foi , c so Ct11n ly r .pra • xl. .. ~hon1d we not b, ~ ·irrcd by a 
w nin 1ilio 1 of 01 ·1i: c1rnhi \vhcn r ~ ru,1 mbcc t 1at at I· 1i.:; 11onH'11t 

1. 1 1· t I 1 1 l L 1 h~ l11 l)CS oc ( 1 )i1c-;,, < s u11on l 101t. 1 11{ ... <H. our pco 1 cc 1,crn npon 
o lt ,,~ c 11h .'ac? [n i: 1c ~ornitw H)ll( lh w:\vs of oitr <.,;lib(>ral 'ons ~11 cl .> t) 

1.:.: :ons will I y to c isl:1nt ;1L1< :, O'/Cr t1 ... ~c\·cn sc:Vi. Th~r'foic r,1-
• '1' ,; 11t1< nt ~ nd co111[o·t sL)1tld 1-=10 fo·i·l. :,:Otn i·1,is ( 0111·,r -~s. f.d J l, 

• I 1 ' ·1· • 1l • '7 • • ' • I l i, :, 1 0 ~ 1 l OU( W 1cl(. ,l nl~l 1 ( -~ - y t.', • i['•)J,OJ WlHC 1 ',''/c1S .1.111110(\X - , 
lo h; .1 r: ht of 1 .1 ·1 Ct1nia 1 rn:n-v l- U1a t • • is a mofaL Lm f I l. h urn a ni-
' , ci·1n u.\) :,,n.cn t, dirc1-;-ctl i:ov.:~ nl th., lo1vr-r1~arpcd-for r,oal of our 
p 2op!:·· It .·.:~ 'i 1-n. :j·) cm c )CL 1 ,~-i~iblc to 1g1 ore!: 1c spa 'Cn or wrilL .,n 

'' r . 1· • ' • • , r • ., • .-: ill L<'r.111 , O( In< t'/H n·11s wit nn out r: 11 1' • • 1 o'· s r.·1'· l LtlC actions or 
.1c Con °n ) , . Th P) Lhc .... on0rcs. , ,vb ich is hci .dot t 1 to be ru lcr of 

·~ • c. :xu .. :it)n:, ,nnst '10v ,r 1 as a \/is,] nt er. 
·,,,;,1·.1 y, '·h,~ .,Oil[~\ ...... will provic.~ for it·5 O'./n con'·inrn1l1C, s tha t 

.·; c. o no t c.is )Cts,; once ll10(C in Jkclual ~m l ephemera l. Throw,!\ 
i·his .,ol::;r;.: Y,\., ;,r,; 12rcatinu :1n ~• 1.:-,11e1 foe ll c Jewish pcopc su'h 
ns il 1~1.- tlO • poJ')C'>~c(l l~ ~icloforc, an ag ~l cy of w 1ic l it has s ood in 
1 d<;·~n t need . n t <\mse i • oo grca t '·o b~ I ~ct to the a rn 1) i ion or l 1 

ic 
,vhin1 of ·nt i ··( 11:11 ... [t nwst be ckva eel to l 1l; r- ~thn of i. 1c imper onal 
if it i5 lo ·uccc .d. , il<l o tr Co 1GL"C -~ shall 1i ·, forcrc,·, 1 ot only un il 
t 1 r,:c ('n1ption fwm arc- ong sutTcdn~~ i. • '"ccl·C'cl, )ltt aftC't'.vard :l ') 

I l ,..( I l . I • I I • • ' ,· , ' • f • . : . nt: y. \\Ca·, 1'.'r~ m L 11~ H1,l,111 > ~ :it tt, oi: t:111' ticc 1 y • 
Y:hr,\,·11lwcb n .~t ·car? 

1~nt ,· .crcv ,r w .. s wll be, :ind \0\ 1.:cvcc ist 11.d: t 1c • co 11plis un nt 
of our t:l)1' , let our Conr~r ''She ~arn<'? t ~Hld 1i)Hni· clcd, :.1 :~olnu~ of 
v:clf:1 ' to t H"! nnk ppy, of Icfi:1nc~ to u),1 ~, o't h<JIW ( i:o all J .. ·1y. 
Let it c ,1, 11l 1y of 01 c p~t ·t, l ~ reno .111 of \.1hir 1, lhou)1 cc n ih', i 

l 
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