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TWA Bible Studies 
November 3, 1965 

"The End That Never Came" 

This is the last of this year's cycle and we have the students today, 

I have two conm1ents I'd like to make. The first is that ! 'm going to lecture 

a little less at length today in order to ~ive you a chance to ask the questions 

that you've been storing up. Second, some of the comments that I Jan gave you on 

the first lecture, the 23rd Psalm amplified and mcde into a short little book I 

have put together and published - we had originally thou~ht that we would do this 

rather simply and inexpensively and give it to you, but I have "silver" tastes 

and I like to see thines done well. So we put it together in a printed form, so 

we can keep it. The 23rd Psalm is good philosophy, I think I've got some good 

philosophy in hPre, reasonably and tangibly expressed. It's the kind of a book 

you will want to use, take down when you're in the mo ,_d and so instead of being 

abie to give it away to you, as yol,t\president, chairman, etc., hoped - you 

have to buy it and it's available for you at fifty cents. I feel like a shill 

shilling rcy own work but I promised Dorothy I'd take her off the hook and I 

think it's worth all of a dollar. 

The Bo ok of Daniel, rey namesake. The Book of Daniel is perhaps the strangest 

and certcinly the most enigmatic Book in the Bible. It is filled with strange 

deeds and stranger dreams and with equally and uncertain explanations of 

these dreams. Daniel belongs to a literary genre which is la eled Apocalypse. 

This is a loose title for the text which pro ort to reveal the calendar of God's 

ultimate scheduling for mankind. This literature is most familiar to us from 

the Christian lives of John the Baptist and Jesus. These worthies held that the 

current unrest and violence wmich was the prelude to the establishment of Roman 

tyranny in dictatorship, ~ ere but the preludes to God's ultimate intervention in 
,• 

the natural unfolding history. A day of judgement.-as close at hand so prepare 

ye for the Kingdom of God. The recent ~xcavations and discovery of the literature 
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of the Dead Sea Scroll community shows a similiar bias and belief. This literature 

which flourished in the last two centuries B.C.E. and the first two centuries of 

the Common Era assumes first of all that all that will happen in life,it has been 

determined by God. There is a calendar - a five year lan, a ten year plan, a 

twenty year plan. It is written down in heaven. Some, the pious, those who have 

had the mystical illumination, the believers, those of the religious community , 

whatever that community is, can know and make preparation for the end of time. It 

is characterized by prediction, prediction which is couched am in vision, in 

dream, in apparitions, in heavenly voices. Predictions which are usually left 

uninterpreted, or if when they are interpreted are interpreted in such a way that 

you're right, whatever happens. Those of you who read critically the horoscopes 

and our literature and our daily press, those of you who like to browee and 

Nostrodamis or any of the soothsayers and fortune tellers of the ages know how they 

couch their words in such a way, th t black or white, good or bad, life or death, 

they are 99-44/100% right. So it is with this literature. s an example of this 

literature I'd like to read to you from the thirteenth chapter of the Gospel of 

-.iark. Strange text for a rabbi but I want to make two points - first off that 

here we have a very clear example of this kind of literature. I want to sho1 you 

what it is. Secondly, I want you to see how deeply influence Christianity has been 

by this one Book in the Bible and by this kind of literature. You will recognize 

in newspapers from time to time, in the radio programs which you hear on Sunday 

morning, in which men interpret exactly the dating of the end of the times in which 

men find illusions to the cold war, to Russia and to Communist China and America, 

all based on scripture or scriptural interpretation. You will see how this 

kind of i.llusion br-: gins. "As Jesus was leaving the temple, ooe of his disciples 

exclaimed, 11 Look, !faster, what huge stones. u,ok, Master, what find buildings!" 

Jesus said to hin, "Do you see these great bui. 1.dings? No one stone will e left 

upon another, all will be thrown down". And as he sat on the Mount of Olives 

f acing the temple, Jesus was questioned privately by Peter, James, John and Andrew. 
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"Tell us", they said, "when will this ha pen? ~ 1ha t will be the sign when the 

fullfillment of all this is at hand?" Jes1J.s be,an, "Take cc.re than no one misleaus 

you. . ny will come claming rrzy- name and saying , 'I am he 1' and mal'\)r will e 

~isled by them. ,hen you h ar the noise of battle near at hand, and the news of 

battle is fr away, do not be alarmed. buch things are bound to ha t?en, ut the 

end is still to come. For nations will n.ake war upon nation, kin dom upon 

kin~dom; there will b earthqua es in may places, there will be famines· 

when these things , the birth pang with these things, the birth pang 

of the new are bee in. There are always earthquakes, there are always wars and 

there is always the rise and fall of the kingdoms. Jesus goes on, As for you., 

, on your guard. You wi _l be handed over to the courts. You wi.11 be 

in the synagogues. You will be sumironed to appear hef'ore overnors and 

kings on my account, to testify in their presence. But before the end, the gospel 

must be proclaimem to al- nations. ~h n you are arrested and ~.ken away, do not 

worry before hand about what you will say, ~J-ien the time comes, some of th words 

given to ~r0u to say, 1EX will not be you that speak, but the Holy Spirit. Brot t er 

will betray brother toreath and the father his child; children will turn against 

parents and send them to their de~th; all wiil hate you for your all iegance to me; 

but the man who holds out to the end, that man will be saved. Now when you see the 

abomination of desolation ursupin a lace which is not his, and in the ospel 

r~ther interprets - let the reader under stand. Then those who are in Judea must 

take to the hills. If a man is on the roof he must not come down to the house to 

fetch anything o~t. If in a field, he mu, t not turn back for hie cloak. las, 

a woman with child in those days, a~d for those who have children at the breast, 

pray that %mQ{ it may not come in winter. ' o those days will bring distress JOti:.Ek 

such it never has been until now since the beginning of the world which God 

created and never will be again. The Lord will not cut short that time of troubles, 

no living thing could surviveo However for the sake of his own, whom heh s 

chosen, he has cut short the tirr.e. A sudden terrible catastrophe, he must take 

to the fields, take to the desert, escape somehow, find your salvation. But if 
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anyone says to you "look here is the 111Iessiah" or "look there he is" do not believe 

it. Impo~ters will come cla Jmin to L e ~-tessiahs or prophrts. They wi ll produce 

signs and wonders to mislead God's chosen as if such a thing were possible. But 

you be on your guard, I have forwarned you of it all. In those days, after that 

distress, the sun will be dark and the moon will not get the light, the stars will 

come falling from the sky, the celestial powers will be shaken. They will see 

the son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory and he will send 

out the angels and gather his chosen fro~ the f our winds, t o the farthers bounds 

of the earth to the farthest bounds of heaven. I defy anyone to find a point of 

reference in this prorhecy. :hat you are left with is a f eling of a 

end close at hand when all the natural cycles of the universe collapses, when the 

sun is darkened and the moon is extinBuished, when life is swamped, destroyed, 

cindered and when some divine apparitional presence, or spirit, or devi l, or 

Satan or demon appears, and the end of time is at hand. here is the spirit and 

the uncertainity. The lack of precision and the sense of of beint 

doomed of fear, the world of the . ote the emphasis on unnatural 

phenomena, on the near end of time, on God's certai n supernatural salvati ,n. 

These are the classic elements of the , these elements which have played 

significant role in western civilization down almo ·t to ~ur day. e have only to 

think of the sects - those people who from time to time, by their 

calculations of the Bible, become convinced that on L y 12, 1967, at 10!0( in the 

morning, the world will come t o an end and that they exit their comrrunities to a 

place in the Mohave desert or in lower California and live in the caves which 

they find naturally in the ground and practice all matter of rites and 

prayers that somehow they will be purified, redeemed and saved. This of course 

not only means we're who have been influenced by this kind of rite. 

The entire Christian drama rests upon it. hy did Jesus preach? Because he was 

convinced that the end of time was at hand. ;·what did he preach? Leave your 

homes, put away pour wives, close the doors on your business, t urn your back 

even on your children, go out into the desert, be baptized, be purified, be 
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sanctified. Prepare ye for the Kin dom of God is at hand. at is the essence 

of this Christian drama? That the world comes to an end throu h the intervention 

of God and will come to that end and that only the man who has been saved, o ly 

that man will survive. Nor have we in Judaism been free of this element. e 

think of the followers of and all of the false prophets. en 

who proclai1r. the end of time and hov, Jewish co .. uni ties in medieval Euro e 

emptied themselves of their families and some of their bes citizens and who left 

ho.ne, business, children, responsibility to be in the romised land when .:.ndeed 

the Kin dom of God would come. 

More of this . Here I want only to say that played a 

!llajor role in western faith and this is by itself, a reason sufficient to 

emerse ourselves in the Book of Daniel which is the Biblical source .tmlt the 

fountain head of this faith. From Dante and xu the baptist to the 

and of , all these rnystics, 

and have been influenced by Daniel, Now one more word. 

must be firmly distinguished fro m pro hecy. The Hebrew prophets are 

not fortune tellers or ~oothsayers or men who rke predictions particularly. 

Unfortunately prophet has taken in the English language the connotation of a 

soothsayer or a foreteller, and many naively assume that this was the role of 

an Amos or an Isaiah, This misinterpretation was unfortunately compounded by 

the practice of the Christian church to find in the proph tic books of the bible, 

all kinds of illusions, of predictions, to the coming of Jesus. 'he New 'l'estamant 

was only the continuation of the Old. The old promised the new and so they read 

back into these ancient texts all manner of proof that the mission of Jesus had 

been forseen and fortold. The church made prophets out of the , in 

fact there is precious little of prediction in th se books. Forttme telling and 

future telling is an practice of mankind, but the Jewish prophets 

were not among its practit·oners. ~ie owe our word proph t to the Green translator. 

of the Bible who called Amos and Isaiah , the Greek word which means 

thosw who declare the word, those who state the word of God. And the wor , of the 
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lord came unto Amos say ing (Hebrew) and God spoke unto Isaiah 

in this veino The prophets declared God's judgement. If , if Israel 

abided the terms of the fovenant, Israel would enjoy abundance and prosperity. 

If Israel failed to abide the terms of the covenant, Israel would e conquered, 

exiled and destroyed. In prophecy, the cho ·ce is man. If you are ood, you 

survive - if you are evil, you are destroy - or put into more understandA le 

terms, an evil nation is preoccupied with its greed and its ambit ion. 1here's 

no concern with the differences, economic and social differences between caste 

and class. Inevitably within an evil nation there is friction, and there is 

bitterness and domestic unrest. A greedy people is politically a~bitious. 

Inevitably a greedy feople is caught up in the network of international intrigue 

arjd for a small people, this is certain destructi n. Conver~ely, if a nation 

has strong and far seeing citizens, if it is determined to limit the friction 

between classes, to wage war on poverty - if it is determined to give to all an 

adequate education to bring the yeminite and the European citizen into body 

, then it can have domestic peace. If it is not politically 

ambitious, if it does not always want to extend the of its f oreign 

exchan e, if it does not want to give special advantages for its corporati Jns, 

if it does not want to conquor the land of an enenzy-, the~ it can make those 

arrangements which can give it peace. I've always thought that there was somethirg 

of a \alter Heston or a \ alter Lipman in the in the ea~er prophets, except mn 

a much more profound level. ~·hey looked at the soci·l situation and ~t the political 

situation and at the religious moral situation an they ma ,_, e their predictions, 

and made them in the name of God. Even because of what they saw in their day, am 

they prophesied only about their day . Isaiah, who lived around the year 722, 

the northern tribes of Israel were destroyed by the Asyrians, prophecised that 

deatruction, in the same way that prophecised the cost to the nited ~tates 

of our involvement in Indo c;hina . A Jeremiah who lived in the year 586, at the 

time of the exile to :S.b~lon, and came down and destroyed the Isra lite 
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communities, prophecised the destruction of that community. 

:~lter ippman prophecised that in the 19JO's that if Hitler overstepped certain 

boundaries he would bin the world aeainst him and ultimately brin~ a out his own 

destruction. /hen we speak of the Hebrew prophets, it's somethin of a totally 

different nature than the 

a moral judgment on man. 

of which we are soeakinf; today . Prophecy is 

is simply an at tempt to find out the worth 

of an arbitrary God who for his own reasons, according to his own wisdom, has 

determined to bring this human experimentto an end as a bad gestur e in the first 

place, and he will however save a saving remnant, a few, an~ that is the attempt 

of the pious to belong to the :ew who will e saved. In the Book of Dan·e1 , is the 

last Book of our Bible, in point of time . It was written, or compiled and finally 

edited, at least, about the time the re~olt. We 're now down into the 

second century B. C. E .. These are the datesl68 to 165 B.C . •. You know the story 

because it's the story of , t ut politically this is the story . 

Alexander the ~reat conquored all o; the near east in the year 322 or there abouts . 

After his death the generals of Alexander divided the near east between themselves . 

One, , established himself in gypt - one, ' 
established himself in Assyria, another in another in Iran . 

These gene;rals vied among themselves to domina e and control the world . The Jes 
~ere conquered by Alexander , but they made a treaty with his en .rals which allowed 

them to enjoy at least the freedom of their cult . Finally there arose a man, 

, who was the governor , the general , czar, the t~rrrant of Syria , 

,;; ho WhS somethin~ of e mad rrian . He was called a 

glorious one but those of his day called hi~ 

, the mad one . He was a 

, ~rhich means the 

, which means simply the 

, and ambitimus to conquer 

the world and he wasted his strength and the strength of his peo~le in attempting 

to conquer the worl d . ow as the thief called on the thief , there began to be 

rumbling and grumblings back home an this ~e~anded a loyalty of all 

of his citizens and the loyalty oath was a simple one . ~11 they had to do was to 

bow down to , bing his patroi God , d 



pag~ns and idolaters and 

as a matter of great indifference . 

would bo aown to one God or any other rod 

ut to a man who was a Jew, whose second 

coml1a.ndment was T 01.: ~halt not have any other Gods before me - Thou shalt not boi. 

down to them nor serve them this act of loydlty was in fact im ossible . 

ore pious among th Jews and there were Jev i h , I must insist, in this 

day, but the more pious amonE the Jews refused to bov dovm . You know the sto of 

the priests , who slew one of the Jews, who did in fact bow down , and 

revolt broke out and finally after a series of desperate battles and gorilla 

attacks , was established between a successor to 

and the Jews which allowed them at least to reopen the worship of God in the 

temple at Jerusalem, to des ro,/ the statue of which had been set u 

there and go abo~t their business . These rere desperate years . They ere years 

in v1hich the idea of the one God was almost blotted out from the face of the earth. 

At one point , not only was a temple desecrated , the walls of Jerusalem raised, 

Judean exiles from Jerusalen, but a band of had been driven 

entirely out of Palestine and had been cornered in marshPs across the Jordan. '1 hey 

were all that remained of thA pious among our people . LJurin this period of 

time people began to encoura 0 e themselves with the ancient literature . 1.i.hey 

began to remind themselves that theee had been other exiles , and that God had 

never foresaken t heir people and thctt the ancient heros , especially one by D.niel 

by name , had remained faithful and been protected b God , encoura ~ed by God and 

safe guarded by him. Of Daniel and his origin, we know little . 
r lhe name has 

been found in fourteenth and fifteenth century B. C. textw. • e know only that the 

Book of Ezekiel te ls us that Daniel , !Joah and Job :Vere among the righteous of the 

nations of the world . Apparently , there were legends circul ting about a fair and 

wise young man who lived in the early part of the se~ond century before the Com·,on 

Ey.a , the time of , who had refused time and again to bow to the kincr 1 s 

dictates to worship the kinG's God a!j_d who because of his skill or su tly his 

or his powers of interpreting dreams , had somehow won a place of eat 

honor amon :, th people . Let me read with you one of these stories which bega to 



.. 

-9-

circulate. Turn to cha ter 3 of the ook of Daniel. "iJebuchadnezzar the kin 

made a • mage of gold, whose hei. ht was threescore cubits, and the readth 

thereof six cubits· he set it u in the plain of Dura, in the province of bylon. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the kin_ sent to gather to ~ether the satraps, the prefects, 

and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, th sher'ffs, 

and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedicati n oft' e imag 

which ebuchadnezzar the king had set p. Then the satraps , the prefects, nd 

the governor, the judses, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and 

all the rulers of the provinces, were gr thered to ~et her unto the dediration 

of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before Vie 

image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up." When I read this I am reminded of the 

at the ,Jhite House and especially about that one when the 

president invited all ~embers of the literary and the arti tic "Orld and so many 

ade it a point not to attend in protest of Viet ' am policy . 1his is a in a 

co'"1 mand royal performance. "And the herald cried aloud : 'To you it • s comnanded , 

0 peoples, nations, and lan~u es, that at what time ye hear thA s0 1nd of t he horn, 

pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and 

worship the golden image that iebuchadnezzar the king hath set up; and whoo 

falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be case into the midst of 

a burning fiery furnace.• Therefore at that time, when all the peo les heard 

the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, ps ct ltery, and all kinds of music, 

all the peoples, the nati ~ns, and the languages, fell dmvn and worshipped the 

golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up." Doesn't the language have 

offic -i_al ease written all over it. "VVhereforA at that time certain Chaldeans 

came near, and brought accusation against the Jews. They spoke and said to 

Nebuchadnezzar the king:'0 king, live for ever! Thou, 0 king, hast made a decree 

that every man that shall hear the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, 

and bagpipe, and all kincts of music, shall fall down nd worship the golden 

ima e; and whoso falleth not down and worshi peth shall be case into the midst 

of a burning fiery furnace. There are certai Jew ho thou h st a pointed over 



the affairs of the province of bylon , hadrach, Meshach , and Abed-nego; these 

men, 0 kin, have not regarded thee: th y serve not th gods, nor ~orshi the olden 

ima ~e which tPou hast set up.' 

Then ebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury co andc to brin bhadrach, .eshach 

and A ed-nego. Then were these men brought before the king . Nebuchadnezzar 

spoke and said unto them: '1s it true, 0 bhadrach, 1 shach and Abed-nego, that 

ye serve not my gods , nor worship the golden image which I have set up? ~ow if 

ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, 

psaltery, and bagpipe, and all kinds of music , ye fall down and worship the 

irr~ge which I have made (,well); but if ye worship not , ye shall be cast the 

same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is the god that 

shall deliver you out of my hands?' Shadrach, eshach. and Abed-nef o, answered 

and said to the king: 1 0 Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer thee in this 

matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us, He will deliver us 

from the burning fiery furnace , and out of thy hand, 0 king . But if not, be it 

known unto t ree, 0 king, that we will not serve thy god , nor worshir the 
0

olden 

image which thou hast set up.' 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar filled with fury, and the form of his visage was 

changed, against Shadrach, eshach, and Abed-nego; he spoke , and commanded that 

they should heat the furnace seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 

And he collllPAndel certaih mighty men that were in his ar~y to bind Shadrach , 

Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then 

these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, and their roes, and their 

other garments , and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore because t he kin ~'s commandment was peremptory, and the furnace exceeding 

hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, ~eshach and 

Abed-nego. And these thrc~ men, Shadrach, 1eshach and Abed-nego, fell down bound 

into the midst of the tur~ing fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was alarmed, and rose up i~ haste; hes oke 

and said unto his ministers: 'Did not we cast three men bou~d into t ie ~idst 



of the fire?' They answered and said unto the kin~: 'True, 0 king.' He answer d 

and said: 'Lo, I see f our men loose, walkine in the midst o the f ire, and they 

have no hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the boris.' 

Then Nebuch dnezzar came near t o the mo th of the burning fiery furnace; 

he spoke and said:' Shadrach, Meshach, and Ated-nego, ye servants of od lost Hig. , 

come forth, and come hither .' Then Shadrach, ·:teshach, and Abe -nego, came forth 

out of the midst of the fire. And the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, 

and the kin ~ 's ministers, being g thered to ether, saw these men, thrt the fire 

had no power upon their bodies, nor was the 1air of their head singed, neither 

ere their cloaks changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on them. ebuchad­

nezzar spoke and said: ' Flessed be the God of Shadrach, ,.[eshach, and Abed-nego, 

who hath sent His angel, and deliverea Hjs servants that trusted in Him, and have 

«hanged the king 's word, and have yielded their bodies, that they might noL 

serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I make a decree, 

that every people, nati ,_n, and langua e, which speak any thing amiiss against 

the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their 

houses shall be made a dunghill; because there is no other god that is able to 

deliver after this sort.• Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed­

nego, in the province of Babylon . " - ad Go wi l l in~, they lived ha r ily ever 

after. iow this is a story told at a campfire, it's not great literature , it's 

exaggerated, repetitive, rebundant, the words in the Hebrew of this text are 

illiterative, they play on every simple human emotion, but you can see the purpo e 

of the play. ·: at the Jews in 167 a d 166 were sufferin..:> was exactly the same 

kind of hot f iery f urnace heated seven times over, destruction, ruin, pursuit, 

bloody battle, defeat after defe t that had pursued Shadrach, Jeshach and A ed-

nego and Daniel. nd they , and God had protected them in 

this absolutely impossible position, therefore God would protect these. I often 

wonder hos the television people who write the script, the ~ n from Uncle, having 

picked up this story. But in any case, these folk legends circulated and were 

repeated and inheartened the . "~ow who were Shadrach, ,. eshach and 



-12-

Abed-nego? They were folk heros from the time of the Babylonian exile . Youn 

Judeans, who like another youn,, Judean D niel, had been carried awa., · to exile, 

children of nobility who had somehow come to play sic ; __ icant roles in the 

bylonian court . ve do not know if they ever lived, mf if they were simply 

l egendary heros . But thP story is th:; t Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego and 

Daniel, certai ly circulated i.n Judea for a long time . Daniel, the para on 

among these groups was Lhe man whose rluty ~as th~ most comely, he was a para ,on 

of wisdom, the f inest of carried away into thP captivity . Other 

storiPs besides those which are included in the Bible, in the B,) k of Daniel 

circulated a out this yo ung hero . Decause you can r edd Daniel in t he ible and 

probably will not look up the other mat rial, let me read t0 you one of these 

t • l0 t T s or 1. Ps , ca l led the otory of 5usannah and it's one of the most aelic.ihtful 

and very real sense, completes ort story which have come down to us from ancient 

antiquity . 1 1his is another case in which virtue triumphs and the villan is unmasked . 

"There w;,.s a man livin6 in Eabylon whose nam 1as Joakim. And he t L,k ~ i f e 

named Sus nna, a very beautiful woman and one 1Nho f a red God. Her parents 

were ri~hteo s, and had taught their dau~ht~r accordin~ to the la of ~~ses . 

Joakim rvas very rich, and had a spacious garden adjoining his house; and thP Je-v, s 

used to come to hi~ because he was the most honored of them all . 

In that year two elders of the Phe people were appo ~nted as juc es. About 

such judges as these the Lord satd: "Iniquity came forth from Babylon, from 

elders who were judbes, who were sup_ osed to p· overn the people, but sou2:ht only 

after their 0 11, n pocketbooks 11 . These men were frequently at Joakim 1 s house, and 

all who had suits at law came to them . 

.fhen the people departed at noo r , Susanna would go into hep husband ' s 

garden to walk. The two elders used to see her every day, going in and walking 

about , and they betan to desire her . And theJ perverted their minds and turned 

away their eyes from looking to Heaven or remembering righteous judgments . Both 

of these were enflamed with passion for her, but did not tell each other of th 0 ir 

dj~trc~~, for they were ashamed to disclose their lustful desire to possess her . 
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And the watched eagerl · , day after day, to see her. 

They said to each ot er, u1et us go home, for it is mealtime." nd when 

they went out, the"! .. parted from each other . But turnj ng back they met again· and 

when each pre sed the other for the reason , they confessed their lust. nd 

then together they arra ed for a time wh~n they could find her alone. 

Onece, while they ere watchine for an opportune moment, Susanna went in as 

cefore with only two maids, and wished to bathe in the garden , for it ras very 

hot. And no one was thnrc -except the two elders, who had hid themselves and 

were watching her. She said t o her maids, "Bri g r11e oil ar d ointments, and shut 

the garden door~ so thctt I may bathe." The did as she said, shut the garden 

doors, and went out by the side doors to bri g what they had been co "': anded; 

ad they did not see the elders, because they were hidden. 

When the mairlD had gone out, the two elders rose and ran to her, and said: 

"Look, the garden doors are shut, no one sees us, and we are in love with you; 

so give your consent, and lie with us. If you refuse, we will testify against 

you that a youne man was with you, and this was why you sent your maids away. 11 

Susanna sighed deeply, and said, 11 I am hemrued in on every side. For i f I 

do this thing, it is death for me; and if I do not, I shall not escape your 

hands. I choose not to do it and to fall into your hands, rather than to sin 

in the sight of God ." 

Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and the two elders shouted 

against her. And one of them ran and opened the garden doors. When the household 

servants heard the shouting in the garden, they rushed in at the side door to seP 

what had ha ppened to her. And when the elders told their tal~, the servants were 

greatly ashamed, for nothing like this had ever been said about Susanna. 

The next day, when the peo le gathered at the house of her husband Joakim, 

the two elders came, ull of their wicked plot to have Susanna put to death . -

Adultry of course, was a capital crime - They said before the people, "Send for 

Susanna, the daughter of Hilkiah , who is the wife of Joakim. 11 So they -sent for 
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her. And she came, wit her parents, hPr children and her family. 

ow Susa 1na vva s a woman of gr at refinement, and beautiful in appearanc . 

As she was veiled, the wicked men ordered her to be unveiled, that they might 

feast upon her beauty. But her family and friends and all who saw her dis -race, 

wept. 

hen the two elders stood up i 1 tbe midst of the people, and laid their hands 

upon her head - •:hich was like puttir.g your hands upon the Bible to swear that 

you will tell the truth - And she, weeping, l ooked up toward heaven, for her 

heart trusted in the Lord. The elders said, nAs we were walking in the garden 

alone, this woman came in with two maids, shut the garden doors, and dismissed 

the maids. Then a young man, who had heen hidden, came to her and lay ith her . 

~e were in a corner of the garden, and when we saw this wickedness we ran to 

them. We saw them embracing, but we could not hold the man, for he was too stron 

for us, and he opened the doors and dashed out. So we seized this woman and asked 

her who the young man was , but she would not te 1 us. These things we testif;y . 11 

The assembly believed them, because they were elders of the people and 

judges;and they condemned Susanna to death. 

Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and said, 11 'J eternal God, who dost 

discern what is secret, who art aware of a l l thins before they come to be, 

thou knowest that these men have borne false witness against me. And now I .m 

to die! Yet I have done none of the things that they have wickedly invPnted 

against me 111 

The Lord heard her cry. And as she was being led away to be put to death, 

God aroused the holy spirit of a young lad named Daniel; and he cried with a loud 

voicei "I am innocent of the blood of this woman." 

All the people turned to him, and said, WJhat is this that you have said?" 

Taking his stand in the midst of them, he said, "Are you such fools, you sons of 

Israel? Have you condemned a daughter of Israel without examination and j_thout 

learning the facts? Return to the place of judgment. For these men h~ve borne 

false witness against her." 
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hen al l thP. p,oplc returned in haste . .1.-tnd the el ers said to h1m, "Come, 

sit among us and in. orm u , for Goe has 0 i ven you that right." And Da iel 

said to them, "Separate them far from each other, and I will exami e them. 11 

en they were separated from each other, Daniel su . on~d one of them ad 

said to him, "You old relic, your sins have now come home which you have committed 

in the past, ptonouncing Lmjust jud0 me1ts, conde~ning the innocent a· d letting 

the guilty go free . ...Tow then, if you really saw her, te ll me this: Under what ,, 

tree did you see them bPin intimate with each other? 11 He answered, 11 TJnder a 

ma-etic tree." And Daniel said, "Very well ~ You have lied against your own head, 

£or the angel of God has received the sentence from God and soon you will have your 

ow!'l head cut off . " 

Then he put hiffi aside, and commanded the congregation to brin the other . 

And Dailiel said to him, 11You offspring of Canaan and not of Judah, ~eauty has 

deceived you and lust has perverted your heart . This 1s how you have bee dealing 

with daughters of Israel, and they were intimate with you throuP'h fear; but a 

daughter of Judah would not endure your wickednes. Now then, tell me: Under 

what tree did you cater.. then being intimate with each other?" He answered, 

uunder an evergreen oak . 11 nd Da iel said to him, "V~r y well ! You also have 

lied against your own head, for the angel of God is waiting with his sword to 

saw you both in two so that he may destroy you both . " 

The of the story, you can guess, the two men were led out 

and killed because in ancient Israel a man testified falsely a~d was caueht in 

his falsehood , he was convicted of the very crime for which he as trying to 

have another man convicted . Daniel is a folk hero . Daniel is the man of all 

parts . I blush to have his name. About Daniel, they tell one of the great 

rcy-stery stories of ancient times . Nebuchadnezzar was the great king , Daniel was 

one of his ministers . here was a great God 1 n Babylon by the name of Bel . 

Great temples of Eel existed in the cit.Y of , and the priests there 

were proud of the idol of Bel and were proud of Bel ' s tower and they had it 
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booted about that Bel had an a~petite second to no God. The proof - the people 

would bring their sacrifices and their food offerin s all da:r lon and then very 

visibly all the priP. ts would exit fro.n the compound of the ter.iple, close all the 

doors, they ould lock the doors and seal them and the n xt morni ng wh Pn any ody · 

came in, lo and behold the temple was bare, the f ood had i sa npPared. NebucLad­

nezzar, he ing an i mpres sionatle king, and believinb of many God,, b li cvec t ha t 

this was proof that Bel ¥ras the greatest of dll Gods and he sent out an order to 

all t t e and Governor.s, etc. etc. t hat all who came to mu~t 

bow to Bel. Daniel refused and the king in anr,er, ordered Daniel t o be ki l led. 

And Daniel in his virtues says " Vait ~minute.I'll prove to you why I don't 

bow down to el". he King says "You can't prove to me. I've seen hi m night 

after night, the priests leave the compound, the doorR are sealed, they're 

locked, nobody comes in at night and the next morning when w& open the doors, 

el has devoured all the food''• on't get in such a rush - let's 

test it. o tha t day, .Te r- uchadnezzar and Da i el go to the t errple of Bel, and 

they watch the people bring the food and surely al l t he tables in the t ei 1ple 

were filled to overf lowing. hey have all the priests leave the temple, only 

Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar remain and Nebuchadnezzar finally says" ·ow ar e you 

satisfied" Daniel says "I~m satisf ied"and they locked the doors and they sealed 

the door and two sentries are placed at every door and t here's no possir,le 

trickery involved. The next morning briEht and early , Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel 

appear before the bates of the temple and the doors are thrown o en and of courRe 

the tables are empty, Bel has eaten al l his food. Off with his hectd . 1ot so 

fast . King, look dovm at yo ur f eet, and the looked down at thei r· feet and there 

were the tracks of the priests of ~el from the trap door in the f loor t o the table 

and back again. Each night they return t o the temple through a tunnel . Da1iel 

that day had sprinkled cinders 11 over t he marble ·flo or of the temple and so e 

have Hansel and Gretel in the sixth century B.C.E. One of the great early James 

Boni s of all times . I've tried to tell you this story with a bit of humor and bit 
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0 elibe t ly ec s thi is th i 1hi h th ~ r told . h " 

is not t piritu 1 lit r tu.re. This i li er ture hich d pert peo 1 

ed to i p he • 1. J_ h lit r tur , hich i t li t • th fo 

of t p C ild i m n of the oldie1 alone t hi C ire . th heroi of 

i 1 1 ich is '"' dli a Git is hi a e and ecuri y hich is . h artf' . n •• 

in th iogr·ply of D n . 1 . D niel is ot 0 y 

t<? C e er youn7 
' 

ut in th ir t tor, 11 ich I h ven ' t old ro , 

sto r. muc i e a 1 of the 
' 

Daniel i C lled once, Oln m 'I 0 s 

0 e in the 1 r ;_ c, in the ton u of t d in anothe v rs 

e' C d YO'l. rr rn ·ho h nde sta din J_ 11 1 • sions an dr • D n e 

i onet inc- of yo ry uO • D njel ) so 0t"-in o-f• a ve i UP kin of 

pi::.r 0 vhom t ay ve ula f•· d in a ance, in thi~ kin or p C ut who as ' 
1 

fo 1nd V r, often 1.n here in h ncient vor • ~ p r ... on , 1· ved 

t , 
unio n e o er o int r ret r cict "'1 om dr a s . Th r ks vent t 

he 0 c_e of i;jr w nt r cles o • 

ere e orac es an so th ,. r v1ere P.r yo ent in the .L 

D--ni 1 to us as 0 ... , e 1 • s ·ere ten t • r,es ette • s.r .... 

. cians all the astrologers t 11 the '""'lms (· ng n a na .~ . "ere r 0 

uc adnezz • ·o~ stran0 ely we should find that the b' lie 1 h o ~~~.,,_~~~~ 

h h se particu a ttributes because the Bible ad th<? re to the Bi e v ry 

Pc ic in co de in sorcery and ad soothsayin an l:n rea • nf: n 

h nth ook of xodus is the 1 w - Thou shalt not uff r ~ sorcer 

0 e . I in c:- ul 
' 

ou remember, as killed because he insi ted o ·s·tin~ thP 

i c o to find out what ould be the Drl• result of hi 7 

. In the Book of Deuterono we h ve the 1 rgest and mo ~ com 1 t 

de ounceation of this kind of practic, let read it to you ver .. br "efly 

II en thou art come into t.e land which he 

not learn to do after the abonimation o· thee 

God giveth thee, t hou h lt 

tio s. Thou shalt not e fou d 

mo g you that make th hi on or hi du ht r top through the ire, nor 

a yo u th divi tio, sooths yer, r n sorcerer, or 

char er or one th t consults gho t 01 co ult 
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necromancer . or whosoever doeLh these thins is n abomin-tion unto th Lord; 

and because of th se abominations the Lord thy God is driving them out rom efore 

thee . Thou shalt e whole-hearted with the Lord thy God. For these nations, 

that thou art to dis ossess, he rken unto s ,,othsayers, and unto di:riners;but 

as for thee , the Lord thy God hath not suffered so to do . '1 Israel i. • s the one tion 

in antiquity which broke with a black an yet here 

we have Daniel , the folk hero, reveling that 11 that the rabis preached 

about , the people didn ' t actually do . And I can testi y that that's tr e . You 

can talk about many things but between the rightness of yo Jr speech and the 

actions to people , there is a cavern sometimes as wide as YosemitP. ~~.1 1 .... c it 

w; ' ~o.c d JS . Daniel has qualities which the people r vered , feared - ~n 

ability to interpret and an a ri. lity to understand the bl cker side, th~ mysterious 

sides of life and this wfun him great fame . ow this element in thP story of 

Daniel is important because it leads us from the Daniel of th0 f irst six chapters 

of this book , who is the folk h~ro , the man wlo0e faith never breaks , the rran 

who is saved to the aniel of the lnst chap i.. erc- of this Book, who is the man who 

predicts exactly, the end , the cominp judgment, the fin 1 moment of civilization. 

It is on the basis of the earlier skills that the , the element which 

we spoke of at the beginnine is put into the mouths of aniel . To show you the 

transition . Let ' s read parts of chapter 2 but fir t I must draw a picture . 

This is an idol - the head is of gold, the chest and arms are silver, the thi shs 

are brass, one leg is of iron and the other is of clay . Now ima ~e such an i dol . 

This is the idol of which Daniel will speak and he ·will rnake prediction on the 

basis of this idol, a 1.;ery str &nge one . ~ssentially what l'e will say is that 

somebody ' s going to come along and take a rock in Qome s pernatural fashion and 

swing it at the idol and the idol will cr~~ble aud this rock wi .l begin to gro~, 

from the small rock until it becomes a tall • iow that ' s 

and l et ' s see how it's put together . Chapter is a ,great lon::,-

prea!"lble which need not concern us about how Daniel hears the fact the king has 
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had this dr a~. The kine re uses ~'en t tel the rlream. The one who the 

interpreter has to g~t the dream~ d a1~o make the interpr tation . DaniPl comes 

in in verse 31. Here's 'V1hat the king saw in the interpretati.on. "Thou, 0 kinf, 

sawest, and behold a great ima ge . This ima e, which v as mi7hty, and whose 

bri~~tness as surpassing, stood be~or2 hee: ~nd the anp ranee thereof was 

terrible . s for that image, ·ts had was of find .old, its breast and its 

arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bras~, its legs of iron, its feet 

part of iron, and part of clay. Thou sawest till thc:1t a stone was cut out ri thout 

hands , which s1;1ote the image upon its feet that -v: ere of • ron and clay, and broke 

them in pieces . Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver , and the gold , 

broken in pieces together, and beca, 1e like the chaff of the sum-ner threshing­

floors; and the wind carried them away, so that no place was found for the; and 

the stone that smote the image became a gr at mountain, and filled the whole 

eart~. This is the dream; and we ·11 tell the interpretation thereof. 

Thou, 0 king, king of kings, unto whom the Gd o heaven hath given the 

kin dom, the power, and the strengtr, and the lory; and wheresoever the children 

of men, the beasts of the field, and the fowls of the heaven dwell, hath He 

given them into thy hand, and hath made thee to rule over them all· thou art the 

head of gold . Afid after thee shall arise another xinudom in~erior to thee; and 

another third kin dom of brass , which shall bear rule over all the earth. ~ nd 

the fourth kin :dom shall ., e strong as iron; forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces 

and beateth down all things; and as iron that crusheth 11 these, shall it break 

in pieces and crush. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' 

clay, and part of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom; but theres all be i1 it of 

the firmness of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry 

clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so part 

of the kin ·dom shall be strong, and part thereof broken. And whereas thou 

sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves by the seed 

of men; but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron doth not mingle with 
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clay. An in the days of those kin~s sh&ll the God of heaven set up a kin~dom, 

which shall never be destroyed; nor sha 11 t: e ki'lr~dom be left t o another eople • 

it shall break in pieces and consume all these ki ~doms, but it hall stand for 

ever . Forasmuch as t Lou sawest that a stone was cut out of the mountain without 

hands, and that it broke J_n pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, th silver, 

and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass 

heredfter; and the dream is certain, and the interpretaLion thereof sure.'" 

~row if you believe that the interpretation thereof is sure, you 1re a better eeader 

of the text t han I am. -:;bat we have essentially, is a dream projected back into 

history, obviously, in which 1ebuchadnezzar is made t he gneat gol den head, to b9 

followed by another kingdom, less golden, silver - pr obablJ the Persian kin dom, 

t o be followed by another kin rdom, the kingdom of Alexander, less noble anrl ma e 

of 1:ra ss; this kin rd om will be divided between the Egypti2.ns and the Assyrians 

and the Greeks and shall be intermingled, there'll t e inter-marria~e between 

the royal families. Ultimately there is goin to come - stone cut out 

by hand we cannot imagine, can this be the symbol of David and his 

sling- shot, the reestablishment of the kingdom of Judea . This little kingdom, 

by God's hand, now will destroy what remains beginning ith the le s, of the 

great kingdoms of antiquity . The stone will begin to grow of itself and will be 

the kingdom which endureth always . ~hat are the exact kin~doms r ~presented? 

We euess . Surely some such symbolism goes into this apocalypse . This is the 

simplest of all the apocalypse and Da iel is the reason that I chose it but it's 

typical of the kind of literature which we have here . It all depends on your 

starting point , what you read back into the text . / e have apocalypse in many 

areas . te have it in mDQC nursery rhymes, the House that Jack Built - we have 

it in our , then came the butcher that killed the ox, that quenched 

the fire that burned the stick that beat the do that bit the cat that ate the 

ki:ti,Jl!JJ ey father had bought for • 
Each of those persona es or animals represents another kingdom under whom t h& 
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only kid, the poor little kid of Israel suffered and the climax - then f me the 

holy one, blessed be he . God ultimately is the end of time and all of these 

apocalypses comes along and redeems Israel. Now it's time for us to o 

into apocalypse or j ts mystery. ., n have spent their lives on it nd th sum and 

substance is that it's a slippery literature and you can read into it pretty 

much what you wi .l. \'hat I'd like to s gfPSt to you is simply this. There are 

a number of elements in the Brook of Daniel which became asic in medieval rcli.gion. 

The Book of Daniel is the o ly pl;.:ice in the ible in which you find these but 

they are important for any who understand religion. 'i'he first is ang lolo~. 1he 

idea that there are actu-'lly guardian angels, great presences flutterinc about 

in heaven. Gabriel, Samuel, , Michael - angels who are avenging an els 

of patron angels : of nations, the guaruian angels of people. We have in the a gels, 

two things. lirst of all, an explanation of how the holy God , holy other can speak 

in and to man and relate himself to man. The Hebrew word , angel, is 

also the Hebrew word ~essenger. These angels provide a means of com~unic~tion 

between heaven and earth and earth and heaven. Thi_s is the role the holy spirit 

plays in Christian thought. v'e have also in these angels, a reintroduction of 

paganism to Judaism and Christianity. Each n3tion has its own patron ang 1 and 

my patron angel, in t 1is case, is better th~n your God , obvj_o usly. bo you have 

the Gods fighting with each other, even as they did in the Trojan wars and you 

have destroyed through angelology , one of the great benefits of monoethism. You 

have in the ·ook of Daniel, the only reference to physical resurrection. The 

Bible, as you have heard I'm sure contains very lit tle on the question, "What 

happens to me after I die? 11 In most of the Bible there is somethi1g called 

. is a place of shadow, an uncertain place and man 

goes down to when he dies. ow is not , although 

there is something of Haides in it. There is no river in that circulates 

there is no piercing dog at the gates, there is no eternal punishment . Man is 

put into the eart~ and so someho is the earth into which he is put. 
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It's not defined any further . There is not in the Bible, the doctrine of im.~ortality 

of the soul thoueh the body may not survive, the spirit somehow does . This concept 

of immortality in the soul «mes requires the Greek thought that body and soul, 

flesh and spirit were two separate and distinct , a 1 element which the 

Jewish fai.th did not recognize . n lives on, will die with God but how - we 

don't know . (Hebrew) I will not die, but live, but what does it mean? 

The Bible pretty much leaves it open . But the last chapter of Daniel we get an 

entirely new and dramatic concept . Verse 2. "And many of thP.m toa t sleep 

in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 8ome to 

reproaches and everlasting abhorrence . And they that are wise shall shine as 

the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn the many to righteo~sness 

as the stars for eYer and ever . " That's all . Those are the only two somewhat 

lines in the Bible which speak of resurrection . They suggest as we have 

come to know of heaven and hell , but it ' s not explicit . Certainly there is the 

belief here of a awakening . Some world beyond the grave . And as you 

well know, from Daniel's time down to almost our own, the Jew prayed for the 

resurrection of the dead and the pious Jew believed in some form of physical 

resurrection . Now we might philosophize it away . We might speak of it in 

and spiritual terms . He never went so far as to assume that he f ould 

draw the punishment and draw out the promises that God had laid up for the 

wicked and for the righteous . 

believe (Hebrew) 

Dante does not appear in Jewish form, but he did 

I eelieve in the perfect faith (Hebrew) 

and the resurrection of the dead . This is its only biblical support . When modern 

Judaism began to undo the medieval piety we said , look at the balance . A thousand 

years of biblical literature speaks not one wit of resurrection . ' wo vague 

sentences in the last Book of the .bible arid the most unique book of the Bible, 

the one Book of the Bible which is apocalyptic , which has no moral lesson to it, 

which is not essentially Jewish o And so we did away with this rather crude and 

early custom but the medievel world believed it fully and wholly . There is also 
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a word in the Ro nk of Daniel which became very important, the word son of man. 

As you know, this became one of the terms for Jesus. It means ap()arently only 

human being but it was seized on and because it was used in the apocalyptic 

literature it was seized on as one of the cterms, the proof terms, of Jesus . Why 

is Daniel in the Bible? It runs counter to almost every one of our usual 

for biblical literature. I confess that I don't know the answer. I suspect that 

had Daniel not been written so close to the time in which the Bible was finally 

edited, it would not have been included in the Bible. In the first place, all 

the other literature whi ch was apocalyptic, and there was a good deal of it among 

Jewish sects~ of the day, was put in the apocryphal books, in the hidden 

books . But Daniel apparently had won a special place for itself durine the 

revolt and when the Bible ·was edited within 50 years of the 

revolt, it was t oo close to do away with the book which had somehow 

seemed sacred among Jews . And so it's here . So it misled tl1ousands of generatiore. 

But I wonder, there's sometimes a deeper biblical wisdom in the text. For 200 

years now, liberals~ modern men have damned t he Book of Daniel. eit~er 

folk lore, or trivial, or medieval . Yet suddenly we f inci ourselves i n times not 

unlike the IJ!acabean times. We seem to be in the fiery f urnace or we seem to be 

in the lion's den and 1dnu.r we're not quit e sure how it's all going to come out . 

The Book of Daniel is an excell ent reminder, I think, t ha t in frightening times, 

men turn to exces s ive piety. They lose that sense of balance, almost inevitably, 

which ilieads to a reasonable and reasoned lif e. They begin to bui l d up folk heros, 

there's a great danger of the demi-Gods springing into fore. 'I hey take r el igi on 

and they take it from the demand for a certain kine: of holinr- ss, of decency , of 

goodness in life and religion becomes now a means of saving ones self fr om the 

inevitable traeedy which life holds in store. h'he you read some of the leading 

Christian thinkers of the day , German , and you'll ~ind in 

him the very mood of Daniel . I despair of the world, thct t God rill somehow save 

me, the truth of my love of God is not by going into the world and making a fa ri1ily 
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and raisine my children in decency and contributing to the com.unity, my proof 

is somehow withdra ri in~ from the world. Turning away into myself and to rrry God, 

walking the lonely roa d . I wonder too, our young people with all their pa ssionate 

protests, are not in a sense ref l ecting the same mood of extravagance which is 

also inevitabl y present when men who fr om sensible rea sonable times where at least 

we t hink we can manage the difficulties t o a time when we sense the end of days . 

Thus endeth the Book of Daniel. Question - Does the Book of Daniel relate to 
existentialism 

of la st we ek? io. Daniel relates to a faith that believes that all 

t hings in a serj.cse are determined, t he world of history is cominF; to an end, we 

give up . :SXistentialism for its mos t part ref uses t o assume t here's a calendar, 

that there's a predictahle element to the universe. Question - The apocryphal 

book, , is a Greek word and means thinf, s which were hidc:en . These 

books weren I t actually hidden . 'l'hese were books which were written between 

the second century B. C. E. and the first century after the Com on Era . 'fuen the Jews 
would be 

determined what 1'lXE included in the "9ible canon, and what would not be included 

the books which were not included were hidden. Beca use, they said, they were 

excessive . That's why most of the apocalyptic book~, t he books that do al l this 

predicting are in here . There are ueher reasons why books weren't included and 

were hidden . The story of 

are four books of the 

does not appear in the Bible but there 

in the Apocrypha and they were deliberately 

hidden because right after 158 , 155, the the who were the 

established a rule, an independence . Israel was an independent king­

dom for about a hundred years . And then the Romans came . During t :-a t hundred 

years,the 25th , our , was observed as the fourth of July . 

It was a great festivity of independence . i rtien the Romans conquered Palestine -

what would happen to the fourth of July, for instance if we were to lose the 

cold war? The fourth of Julyl I am sure wo ul d be a time when all of our young 

hot heads would get tog,ther and they would plan for a bombing raid on the 

governor of Cleveland's house , or on the com: .issar ' s palace or something of t his 
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kind . The wiser heads o Israel said "Now look. Little Judea, a hundred squa~·e 

miles at most, can' t fight Rome . •e can't go on rehearsing the great history of 

ValleJ Forge and 1776. It builds up false hopes . " o they took these books and 

they hid them for awhile . They weren't quite successful but they hid them . They 

took Chanukah which was originally just a festival of liberation and they made 

into a religious festival for the first time . rl'hey invented the story, you know 

the cruse of oil l that is supposed to have burned for eight days . It never did, 

and it never w~s and nobody vas ever deluded about the fact that this -vas a miracle 

which actually happened, who invented a hundred years after the event in order to 

give a religious interpretation to a political vi.ctory and to twist this from the 

plea to go out and get free to the plea understand that freedom is at most your 

chance to 11 orship God in your way. The men who tried to hide these books were 

correct . Between 68 and 70 of the Common Era , Judea revolted as you know and they 

fought bravely and about 300,000 Jews of a million Jews were slaughtered . The 

end of this revolt that rode from the seacoast to Jerusalem was littered with 

crucifixes . Romans put a crucifix every six feet along the way on both sides of 

the road and just massacred Jew after Jew on each of these crucifixes . 'l'hen the 

Jews weren't satisfied . v1e ·were awfully pugnacious in those days . In 105 the 

Jews on Cypras and and in Greece , revolted . Over a hundred thousand 

Jews were slaughtered in those days . In 135 the Jews in Egypt revolted and there 

were over a hundred fifty thousand of them killed in those days . If you want to 

understand why Christianity took over the world and not Judaism I ' ve often felt 

that here is part of the answer . In 50 years , because of our fool heartiness 

we managed to kill off about 60% of our effective male population. e never had 

a chance . 1Nhat they were trying to do was because it was against 

v,rhich was futile . What I'm saying is - these are books written in Hebrew, 

one or two maybe written originally in Greek which were either not deemed to be 

first in ~erms of literature , deemed to have doctrines which 

were extreme or deemed to have politic~l consequences which were unfortunate . ThP.y 

' 
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are all available, this happens to be an Oxford translation into English . 1here 

are a number of translations which aregood and to add to your confusion, there 

is not only an Apocrypha but there is something called , and 

the is a second collection of books from this same period of 

time which were not included in the Bible for abo11t the same re~son. 

Ques tion - Arc there other characters in which you are essentially not unlike 

Jesus who are written about in this Apocrypha literature? The answer is that there 

are and there aren't. There are a numbGr of men who are written about in the 

literature of the time - toe most famous of those to yo~ ~eing the so­

called Teacher of Righteousness who was the foundin~ head of the community of the 

Dead Sea scroll people. 'lhis was a man who like Jesus believed the end was coming, 

this was a man who like Jesus counciled the people to go out in the desert to get 

ready for the end, this is a man who like Jesus preached that corrunuriism of property 

the lack of concern for one's immediate corrurtunal e~ds, this was a man who believed 

in strict segregation of men and of women, not unlike Jesus, this was a man who 

ra u1er emphasized , again not unlike Jesus and this was a man who 

a pparently died as a martyr to his faith . He's the closest parallel that we have. 

We have also a number of people who were , 
' 

leaders who were also religi ous leaders of the time who prophecized or preached 

the same thing. The closest parallel to Jesus is John the Baptist who was his 

baptizer and he taught the same thing. You must understand what happens . A 

great eastern civilization, though it can be ca lled by many names have ruled the 

near east for a thousand years . Whether we call it Persia or Ba.bylon or Assyria, 

it matters little. This was essentially a near eastern civilization and one which 

permitted a good deal of freedom to its various minorities. 

When Rome came on the scene, Rome was seen tote as something entirely new. 

Rome was , military. Rome was the tyrrant. Rome had no hiitory 

of civilization. Rome came out of the west and not out of the east, out of the 

primitive land not out of the civilizes lands. Rome was aggressive and 
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militarily and rather doctrinal, and orthodox in terms of the very 

primitive Spartan kind of culture. In country after country of the ancient world, 

men arose who said "Our world is at an end. This is ultimate catastrophe. 'l here 

is no hope . vie have no chance except if our liod somehow miraculously intervenes 

to save us" . There was an ancient tralfiition which was not only Jewish but pagan. 

That when the world was created there wo uld be five periods of one thousand years 

ofpeace. Each one less hopeful, less civilized than the one before . 
fifth 

t the end 

of the ii ft, one t ~1 ousand year peri,,d there would be the wars of 

confusion and desolation and destruct.'on, fire and brimstone - tlje atomic bomb . 
then 

, 

And there would be the salvation. Almost all of these prophets, whether they be 

Jewish or or or Eg ptian, whatever they were, played around 

with the same sense of the end of the fifth period . A golden r,eriod , a silwer 

period, a bronze period an iron period, a clay period. These had all been lived 

through and now we were at the final moment, the final gasp . So yes, we do find 

in this literature, at least references to this kind of righteous priest 

1He do find reference to John the Baptist in Jewish literature 

You do find reference to it in a number of prophets who appear in the Greek and 

• 

Roman and Egyptian historical roles , who were not unlike Jesus in their practice . 

Question - Does not the prophet Ezekiel speak of a resurrection? The reference 

is to the valley of dry bones . Ther e is in Ezekiel a chapter in which an 

• 

seems to suddenly come to life . This is not of resurrection of which 

Daniel suggests . This is one miracle at its moment t o prove the power of God. 

It is a miracle not an end of time resurrecti on of the dead . It is of the same 

complexity but it does not lead inevitably to • The second 

questi n - What is Daniel at the time of the second Isaiah? Now, the ques tion 

here is, was Daniel written in the time , or at least compiled there 

or was it compiled during the Babylonian exile which was between 586 and 536 and 

484 . There is in th e Book of~ Isaiah, the teachi.ngs of the original Isaiah, 

that cover the first 39 chapters . hen there are the teachings of a number of 
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prophets, one of whom we call Isaiah , the second Isaiah we don ' t know 

by name , we know that he ' s not the first because he refers to events long after 

the fact , and we know that he lived during the Babylonian exile . So the question 

you ' re asking me is , is Daniel of the period of the exile? . The answer I must 

give you is no , he was not . The legendary historical Daniel was but the Book of 
made 

Daniel is not . This kind of apocalyptif shows it because the apocalypse b:mc 

Nebuchadnezzar the first of the kings . Nebuchadnezzar who was the king of the 

exiles and you could not work this progressi n of five great kin:.doms into that 

historical period . Ve know for instance that after Jebuchadnezzar there was 

and then at the end of the Bab lonian house and 

then the Persians came ~ vvi th Cyrus . We know there was one great 

convulsion but thst 1 s it . So it doesn ' t fit historically into the same period . 

However , there ' s one way in which the question may be accurate . The last cha pter s 

of Isaiah , chapters 58 to 63, were not written by the first Isaiah or the second 

Isaiah but by a third Isai2h . The third Isaiah we believe now was from the period 

of the Baccabees . And if you ask me that question the answer i_s yes , they may 

have been in the same period . Question - This isn't a question so much as it 

is a comment as to the fight they must have had as to what rent into the bible 

and what dian't . The answer is that they must have had terrible fi fhts about 

what went into the 0 ible . Did you ever see a eood Jew that dirln't have them? 

1~~ know some of the reasons they fought about . Esther doesn ' t refer to God at 

all . It ' s also not great literature . FliI Song of Songs is good poetry dnrl 

good love poetry cut you have to interpret it 

something to be ca l led the Bible . Daniel, of course, is compl etelv different 

from anything else in biblical litera t ure . They had fi ghts about other things, 

proverbs for instance . By the time they put Proverbs into the ~ible therP was 
selection 

a f ar better x:mlb:x.tnm of this kind of literature in the Wisdom of Den Sira. 

'Why did they put in Pro~erbs? Probably for no better reason than to associate 

with a name of King bolomon ,., nd Ben Sir a they knew as a friend and something 
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you're going to have to be Shakespc re . 

' ct Pr than your friend even if 

uestion - The Book of Esther is fiction 

and it is atrocious fiction . ~uestion - ··~vhy did I choose thf-• Book of Daniel as 
..... 

my closing one'? For one reason , when+ was doing this, I w nted to reread Daniel . 

As you know , if you have been listening to me over the last six months or yP.ar , an 

element of pessimism has crept into my thinking and I have become "·1ore and more 

burdened by this apocalyptic sense . 1 suppose I want to remind myself when I did 

it that there was no particular purpose in feelin this way because it doesn't 

really lead you to any kind of construction action . I thour,ht ·twas worth doing 

1!"j_th you because I wanted to do two thinps, quite frankly . I wanted to rnake you 

know and realize, which you of course do that not all the Bible is holy . 'his 

isn't a book that you should believe in its every jot and tittle . Last year I 

closed by reading to you some of the stories of , anct I closed by 

reading to yousome of the battlPS between the jud ~es . This year I decided to 

close with this 0ne because until v1e r 0-alize the Bible has all the limitations 

of mortal men and all the 0 reatness that genius among man can prod11ce we 1re not 

going to be able to a -preciate it . You who know that you re surro11nded with all 

kinds of religious cranks who say either that the Bible is true or emphasize one 

element in it, you get on your doo r step literature which proves that the end of 

the wor ld is at hand and we Jews are about to be converted , you l ook close below 

and see quotes from the Book of Daniel in it . I had in a sense , to destroy your 

belief in the Bibl e to confirm your bFlief in the Bible . That ' s what I was trying 

to do . ~t:.esti on - Do Reform J e1 s believe in immortality? Like so many questions 

about Reform Jews I ' d like to answer you, that if you scratch any one of us you 

,.,ill find sh3dincs a~1d differences of opinion . One thing Reform Judaj_sm ha dnne 

is to say there are certain questions which cannot be answered . Nobpdy has ever 

gone and come back . 

about anything else . 

re I ve got enough to worry abo11t right here , let I s not worry 

~uestion - We know enough now about how the New Testament 

was put together . To realize that whatever Jesus may have been to human being , we 
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can see how his story was spun to become wlat j_s k 1 0 n as today. One of thP. vays 

in whi ch this 111as done wns to put him into situations wh-Lch would be exactly like 

t he situations spoken of in the jjible so that you could then ascri be to him what 

the ~ihle did . Some day I'll give that lecture . Today I can onl suggest how it 
ha ppened 




