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Nahmanides chaHenges him rever 
Kodtsh, the "Epistle of Holiness," written to a fi . d h s. Iggeret Hariage. 89 "Know " h .. h . ricn on t e subJect of mar-·ec1 , e_ says, t at sexual intercourse is holy and pure when earn on properly in the pr . . 

H • ' oper time and with the proper intentions " e continues: · 

No one should 1 • h · · • . c aim t at it is ugly or unseemly. God forbid' F Intercourse 1s caJJed .. knowing" (G . ) d . . • or II d h en 4 • 1 an not m vam is it ca e t us . Und t d h .f . . • • • ers an t at J manta} intercourse did not ~ake of great holiness, it would not be calJed "knowin . " Th paris not as our Rabb· d G . g e matter • h. G .d I an mde-of blessed memory-supposed m is m e For Th p J d ' h. e erp exe ' where he endorses Aristotle's teac mg that the sense of touch is unworthy. God fj b.d Th 
Greek se~undrel 90 is wrong and his error proceeds fro': ~i: vie~ 
of the umverse. Had he believed that one God created the world h 
would not have slipped into such error. But we who have the Tora: 
~n)d believe that God ~reated all in his wisdom [do not believe that 

e crea~ed anythm~ inherently ugly or unseemly. If we were to 
say that_ Intercourse is repulsive then we blaspheme God who made 
:he genitals ••• Hands can write a Sefer Torah and are then honor
ble and exalted; hands, too, can perform evil deeds and then they 

~re ugly. So the genitals ••• Whatever ugliness there is comes from 
ow a man uses them. AU organs of the body are neutral. the use 

made of them determines whether they are holy or unh 1 
. 0 y . .. 

• 

• Thtftllmc • ~Rais· v·aaa•n that h r heart 
and mind at case and gladdens her. Thus your mind and your intent 
will be in harmony W\th hers. Speak words which arouse her tg 
passion, union, love, desire and eros91 - and words which elicit 

' attitudes of reverence for God, piety and modesty. Tell her of pious 
and good women who gave birth to fine and pure children ... Speak 

• with her words, some of love, some of erotic passion, some of 
piety and reverence . . . 

Never may you force her, for in such union the Divine Presence can
not abide. Your intent is then different from hers, and her mood 
not in accord with yours. Quarrel not with her, nor strike her, 
in connection with this act; as our Sages taught (TB P' sahim 49b) 
"Just as a ]ion tramples and devours and has no shame, so a boorish 
man strikes and copulates and has no shame." Rather win her over 
with words of graciousness and seductiveness ... Hurry not to 
arouse passion until her mood is ready; begin in Jove; let her "sem
ination" 9 2 take place first ... 
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in the affirmative. (He ma· 
uncertain to the qucstionc 
marriage. To this the R . 

Judaism's attitude to sex
they may excite him to pre 
ever, they should be read 
time.) 

The sexual satisfactio· 
for our present" purposes it 
act in the sh'lom bayyit, ti 
That the sexual compone 
state of affairs is attested t( 
Sage on the cessation of s 
of the instrumentality of• 
Midrashic understanding< 
berry shall fail (v'tafer I 
element: the instrument, 
between man and wife. 96 

The attitude to mar 
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The Baraita of The "Three Women" 

Whatever interpretation or application the "act of Er and Onan" may 

find in rabbinic law, the bulk of the voluminous literature of birth control 

legislation in the Responsa bases itself not upon that biblical text but upon 

another pivotal Talmudic one. This is the baraita (literally "outside," referring 

to a text which is not part of the official Mishnah but does derive from Mish

naic times and, therefore, although "outside" that canon, still partakes of 

comparable authority in the Talmud) of shalosh nashim, the baraita of the 

"Three Women." This passage appears, with minor variations, no fewer 

than five times in the Talmud I and once more in the Tosefta. 
2 

It reads as 

follows: 

' 

R. Bebai recited before R. Nahman: Three [categories of} women 

must [or may; see on] use a mokh in marital intercourse: a minor, 

a pregnant woman, and a nursing mother. The minor, because 

[otherwise] she might become pregnant and die. A pregnant woman, 

because [otherwise} she IJli&ht C.- ber f'oltul i-- a sandol. 

'i 

A 1'"'..,.,.."'B •• .. -a , '~~•-- f o wise l she might have to wean 

her child prematurely, and he would die. And what is a minor? 

From the age of eleven years and a day until the age of twelve 

years and a day. One who is under or over this age carries on her 

marital intercourse in the usual manner-so says R. Meir. But the 

!othcrJ Sages say
1
: The one as well as the other carries on her marital 

intercourse in the usual manner, and n1ercy be vouchsafed from 

Heaven, for {Scripture says, (Psalms II6: 6) ], "The_ Lord pre-

scrveth the simple." 3 

.. 

the case, now, of 

chastity is reasonah 

be instituted. 6 The 

R. Judah in this Ta 

mission from slave, 

ganism before mar 

period is necessary. 

he (R. Y osci) hrlir, 
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The ''Act of Er and Onan'' 

When a ministerial committee joined forces with the Planned Parent
hood League in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., in 1952, the Dean ·of Catholic clergy 
for Dutchess County denounced the non-Catholic ministers who supported 
the League, saying: .. This is a point on which Catholic, Protestant, and Jews 
should all be agreed, since it is the Bible which expressly forbids birth con
trol." 1 He was, says the author of the report, referring to the biblical nar
rative (Gen. 38: 7-10) concerning Judah; his two sons, Er and Onan; and 
his daughter-in-law, Tamar: 

Er, Judah's first-born, was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and the 
Lord slew him. And Judah said unto Onan: "Go unto thy brother's • 
wife and perform the levirate duty and raise up offspring for thy 
brother." Now Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; 
and it came to pass, when h~ went in unto his b~other's wife, that 
he would spill [it] on the ground, lest he should give seed for his 
brother. And the thing which he did was evil in the sight of the 
Lord; and He slew him also~ 

1 As quoted in Tht Timt Hos Comt; A Catholic Doctor', Propoldl to End tht Battlt Ovtr Birth 
Control, by John Rock, p. h. 

144 




