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PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
THE WE:iTE HOUSE 
WPBHiI~!°GTON, D.C. 

May 19, 1967 

ON BEHALF OF ENTIRE ORGANIZED ZIONIST MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED 

STATES WE EXPRESS OUR DEEP CONCERN OVER RECENT OMINOUS DEVEL

OPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND POSSIBILITIES OF WIDESPREAD 

HOSTILITIES RESULTING Frt M REMOVAL OF UNI'I1ED NATIONS EMERGENCY 

FORCE FROM EGYPTI/.N BORDER WITH ISIWl!L. WE CALL UPON YOU TO 

SPEAK OUT AGAINST ACTS OF TERRvRISM AND SAl OTAGE AGAINST ISRAEL 

COMING FROM ARAB LANDS .fu~D TO AGAIN MAKE KNOWN AMERICAN DETER

MINATION TO STAND j.-:y ITS COM.\1ITMENTS TO SAFEGUARD TERRITORIAL 

INTEGRITY AND SECURITY OF ISRAEL SHOULD SHE BE ATTACKED BY 

NEIGHBORING ARAB STATES. WE RELIEVE THAT SUCH ACTION ON YOUR 

PART WILL HELP REDUCE TENSIONS AND DISCOURAGE POTENTIAL AGGRES

SORS AND THUS HELP INSURE MIDDLE EAST PEACE. RESPECTUFLLY. 

RABBI ISRAEL MILLER 
CHAIR~v!AN 
AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
515 PARK AVENUE • Telephone PL 2-77 45 • NEW YORK N. Y. 10022 

May 22, 1967 

TO: LOCAL ZIONIST COUNCIL LEADERSHIP 

FROM: RABBI ISRAEL MILLER 

Enc. 

The present Middle East crisis calls for a campaign 
of telegrams both from individuals and Jewish organizations 
to the President and to key members of the Senate and House 
in which prompt action is called for by our Government to 
stand by its commitment to protect the territorial integrity 
of Israel. 

The telegrams to the President should also call upon 
him for a public expression that will make it abundantly 
clear to all concerned and to the world that the United 
States intends to honor that commitment. (On May 19 we 
sent the enclosed telegram to the President.) 

The situation affecting Israel's security changes 
from day to day, and it is likely that you will be hearing 
from us again shortly. At this time we are hopeful that 
a major conflagration can be avoided. 

Please keep us informed of your actions. 

=============== CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS =============== 

Amerlc:u lewllla Leaaae f• llnel • Baal Zion • Hade,..b, Women'• Zloallt Orpnlzedon of America • RellslOIII Zloallta 
ofp Ameriea Oadadlaa llapoel llamlznclal Women and Mir.radii Women) • Labor Zionist MoYement (laclucllq Poale Zion, 
..,_., PIOIINI' Woaaea) • Propelllye Zlonllt Leape-Halbomer Helzelr • United Labor Zlonllt Party (Adldut AYodala• 

Poale Zloa) • Ullltld Zloallfl.ReYlllonlltl of America • Zlonllt Orpnlzetlon of America 
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Tbe Unitarian Society of ClevelanJ 

co.Jially invites you to attenJ a 

Testimonial Dinner 

in bonor of 

Tbe ReverenJ anJ .Mrs. Dennis Kuby 

to be beJJ at tbc GranJ Ball Room of tbc 

Sberaton-GlevelanJ Hotel 

on W eclnesJay, tbe fourteentb Jay of June 

nineteen bunJreJ anJ sixty-seven 

at seven-tbirty o' clocl in tbe evening 
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I 
tatement by President 

Spfl"l&l to The New York Times 

' WASHINGTON, JJfay 23-Following is the text of ~ 
1staic1nent on the Mideast made by President Johnson at th, 
'lVhite House today: 

I 

In recent days, tension has 
again arisen along the armis
tice lines between Israel and 
the Arab states. The situa
tion there is a matter of grave 
concern to the whole inter-
national community . . 

We earnestly support all 
efforts, in and outside the 
United Nations and through 
its appropriate organs, in-

\ 
_! 

cluding the Secretary Gener
al, to reduce tensions and to 
restore .stability. The Secr~
tary General has gone to the 
Near East on his mission of 

- peace with the hopes - and \ 
prayers of men of good ·will 
everywhere. 

The Near East links three 
continents. The birthplace of 
civilization and of three of the . 
world's great religions, it is 

, the home of some 60 million 
1 people; and the crossroads ! 

' I between East and West. •. 
The world community has a.

vital interest ln peace and 
stability in the Near East, 

J
1 

p one that has been e~pressed 
primarily through continuing 
United Nations action and as

' sistance over the , past . 20 
: t _ years. . 

The United States, as a. 

.J 
I 
t 

. , 

member o{ the United Na:.. 
Uons, and as a nation dedi- , 
cated to a ·world order based 
on law an!i mutual respect,·. 
has actively supportec;l ef- .. 
forts to· maintain peace i~ :-
the Near East. . •• 

The danger, and it 1s a 
l grave danger, lies in some 

miscalculation . arising from 
a misunderstanding of the ~ 
intentions · and actions ~- of • 
others. ..... ' 

. . 
brought a new and grave di-

, mension to the crisis. The 
United States considers the 
gulf to be an international 
waterw~y and feels that a: 
blockade of Israeli shippin~ 
is illegal and potentially dis~ 
astrous to the cause of peace.i • 
The right of free, innocent 
passage of the international 
waterway is a vital interest 
of the international commun
ity. 

I 

\ 

,· 

r , 

.t • 

3 Elements of Danger 
. The Government of the 

United States is ~eeply con
cerned, in particular, with 
three potentially explosive 
aspects of the present 
confrontation. 

First, we regret that the 
general armistice agreements 
~ave failed to prevent war
like acts from the territory 
of one against another gov-. 
ernment, or against civilians, 
or territory, under control of 
another government. 

Second, we are dismayed 
at the hurried withdrawal of 
the United Nations Emer
gency Force from Gaza and 
Sinai after more than· 10 
years of steadfast and ef f ec
tive service in keeping the 
peace, without action by 
either the General As~embly 
or the Security Council. We 
continue to regard the pres"" 
ence of the United Nations 
in the area as a matter of • 
fundamental importance and 
shall support its continuance 
with all possible vigor. 

Third, we deplore the recent 
bUild-up of military forces 
and believe it a matter of 
urgent importance to reduce 
troop concentrations. The 
sta.tus of sensitive areas, as. 

• the Secretary General empha
sized in his report to the 
Security Council, such as the 

' Gaza Strip and Gulf of Aqaba, 
is a particularly important 
aspect of the situation. 

1 IJ?. this connection, I ,want 
to aad that the purported 

1 closing of the Gulf of Aqaba 
f to Israeli shipping has 

-
--·----·---- -----·-- -· 

U. S~ Seeking Clarification 
The• Government of the 

United States is seeking 
clarification on this point. We 
have urged Secretary General 
Thant to recognize ' the sensi
tivity of the Aqaba question 
and to give it the highest 
priority • in his discussions in 
Cairo. 

, To the _leaders of all the na
tions of the Near East, I wish '. 
to say what three Presidents 
have said before-that the 

1 United States is firmly com
mitted to the support of the 
political independence and ter
ritorial integrity of all the 
nations of the area. 

The United States strongly 
opposes aggression by anyone 
in the area, in any form, overt 

' or clandestine. This has been 
the ·policy of the_ United 
States led by four Presi
dents - President Truman, 
President Eisenhower, Presh 
dent Kennedy, and myself-as 

' well as the policy of both of 
our political parties. The· rec
ord of the actions of the 

• United States over the past 
. 20 years, within and outside 

the United Nations, is very 
c!ear o~ this _point. 

.,. 

\\•ants Friendship \\·1th All 
The United States has con

sistently sought to have good 
relations with all the states 
of the N~ar Easl Regret
tably, this has not alw~y~ 
been possible, but we · are con
,,inced that our differences 
with individual states of the 
area and their differences 
with each other must be 
worked out peacefully and in, 
accO'rdance with accepted in-
ternational practice. _ 

We have always opposed
and we oppose in other parts 
of the world at this moment 

· -the efforts of other nations · 
to resolve their problems with 
their neighbors by aggression •. 
We shall continue to do so •. 
And we appeal to all other 
peace-loving nations to do 
likewise. ; 

We call upon all concerned 
to observe in a spirit of re
straint their solemn responsi
bilities under the Charter of 
the United Nations and the 
~eneral armistice agreements. 
These provide an honorable 
means of preventing hostili
ties until, through the efforts 
of the international commu
r,ity, a peace with justice and 
honor can be achieved. . 

I have been in close con- . 
tact and will 1n the days .
ahead with Ambassador Gold
berg at the United Nations, 
where we are pursuing the 
matter with great vigor, and 
hope the S~curity· Council can 
act effectiv.ely. ' 

/. 

-
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'Text of Soviet's St~tementl 

• ·Following is th~ text of the Soviet G'?vernmcnt's sta~e
nent yesterday on the situ,ation, in, t~e Middle East, ~s dis
·ributed in English by T0:ss, the Soviet press agency. 

A situation giving rise to 
anxiety from the viewpoint pf 
the interests of peace and ~
ternationa1 security has been , 
taking shape in the Near East 
in recent weeks. 

After the armed attack by 
Israeli forces on the territory 
of the Syrian Arab Republic 
on April 7 of this year, Israel's 
ruling circles continued ag
gravating the at1:1os~here ?f 
military psych:>sis m this 
country. 

Leading state_men, includ
ing For ign l\'Iinister Eban, _, 
openly called for large-scale 

·Israeli . "punitive" opera lions 
a"ain,:;t Sy:•ia a~1d the strik
i;cr of "a decisive blow" upon 0 

hr. 
The defense and foreign 

policy commi ltees of the 
Knes,et (Pa_rliament) on May 
9 crran ted • the Government 
po~ers for military opera
tions against Syria. Israeli 
troops moved to the frontiers 
of Syria were alert~d. M~
bilization was proclaimed m 
the country. _ 

Encouragement Seen 
It is quite clear that Israel 

could not act in this way if 
not for the direct and indirect 
encouragement it had for its 
position from certain impe~. 
rialist circles which seek to 
bring back colonial oppres- . 
sion to Arab lands. 

These circles regard Israel 
in the present · conditions as 
the main force against Arab 
count:-ies. which pursue an in-
t1rpcr..de:it n~tlonal policf and 
rrsi t rrc"§Hre from impc_-
ri,dlsm. • 

• 

---

Ic;raeli extremists appc1r
cntly hoped to take S) ria by 
surprise and deal a blow at 
it single-handed. But · they, 
miscalculated. Showing soli
darity with the courageous 
struggle of the Syrian people 
who are upholding their in
dependence and sovereign 
ri~hts, the Arab states-the 
United Arab Republic, Iraq, 
Alg-eria, Yemen, Lebanon, Ku
wait, Sudan and Jordan-de
clared their detern1ination to 

, heln Syria in the event of an 
attack by Israel. 

U.N.' Forces Rec-a lied 
The United Arab Republic, 

honorin!"! its allied commit- . 
rnents for joint defense with 
S>·ria, .took steps to contain 
the aggression. 

Considering that the of . 
r,re ence of United Nations 
troops !n the Gaza area and 

I the Sinai Peninsula would 
,· give Israel in this situation 

advantages for staging a mili-
tary provocation against Arab 
countries, the U.A.R. Govern
ment asked the United Na
tions to pull out its troops 
from this area. 

• A number of Arab · states 
voiced their readiness to place 

: , their armed forces at the dis
posal of the .Joint Arab 

• 

Command to repel ~sraeli ag
gression. 

As is known, the Soviet 
Government warned the Gov
ernment of Israel in connec
tion with the April 7 armed. 
provocation, that it will bear. 
the responsibility for the con-! 
sequences of its aggressive 
policy. It appears that a·. 
reasonable approach has not 
yet triumphed in Tel Aviv. As 
a result, Israel is again to 
blame for a dangerous aggra
vation of tension in the Near 
East. 

Col01iial Ahn Charged 
The question arises: What 

interests does the State of 
Israel serve by pursuing su~h 
a policy? If they calculate m 
Tel Aviv that it will play the 
role of a colonial overseer of 
the imperialist powers ove1 
the peoples of the Arab East 
there is no need to prove thE 
groundlessness of such calcu• 

• lations in this age when the 
peoples of whole contincnu 
have shaken off the fetters ot 
colonial oppression and are 
now building an independent 
life. 

For decades the Soviet 
Union has been giving all-

1 round assistatnce to the peo
ples of Arab countries in their 
just struggle for national ~ib
eration against colonialism 
and for . the advancemen~ of 
their economy. , 

But let no one have any 
doubts about , the fact that 
should anyone try to unleash 
aggression in the Near East, 
he would be met not only 
with the united strength of 
Arab countries but also with 
strong opposition to aggres
sion from the Soviet Union 
and all peace-loving st~.tcs. 

\ 

I 

Oil Monopolies Accused 
It ls t.he firn1 belief of the 

Soviet Government that ~e 
peoples have no interest in 
kindling a military conflict in 
,the Middle East. It is only & 
handful of colonial oil mo
nopolies and their iha.ngers-on 
who can be interested in such 
a conflict. It is only the forces 
of imperialism. with Isra~ 
fallowing in the wake of their 
policy, that can be in~erested 
in it. 

The Soviet Government. 
keeps a close watch on the 
deYclopments in the Near 

'Eac;t. It proceeds from the 
fact that the maintenance of 
peace and security in the area 
directly adjacent t othe So
viet borders meets the vital 
interests of the Soviet peo-
ples. · 

\Vith due account taken of 
,the situation, the Soviet Union 
is doina and will continue ~o 
do eve;'ything in its power to. 
prevent a violation of peace 
and security in 1the Near East 
and safeguard the legitimate 
rights of the peoples. , 

I • 
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