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surmount and overleap becamse there is no way on earth for us to teach the
profound insights of Judaism into minds which are hardly aware of the problems
of life and the perplexities of living and the questions which every intelligent
adult raises. The most damaging facts in Jewish life today are these: that only
one out of every seventy-five young people is receiving a single hour of
religious training after he has either been Bar Mitvahed or confirmed, that
only one out of two hundred and fifty of our university youth is attending a
single hour class either in his university or in Hillel in the meaning and the
relevance and the importance of Judaism, that only one out of every seven
hundred and fifty of ows young people who are above the university age and
below thirty, that only out nff::::i hundred and fifty of these attends during
thlt!;:m single hour of adult education in the synagogues or temples or
community centers of our land, We are asking Judaism, & mature faith - an
adult faith, to limp along through life in the minds of its believers, of its
parishioners, of its congregants with immature ideas. We are saying to it
your hands are tied as far as teaching your real reasonings, your real philosophy.
You mmst teach superficially. You must teach only the surface - only the
ritual - only the w - only the most superficial ideas which you have to
offer.

This is the greatest challenge which Judaism faces. We must find a way
to drive Judaism home to the adult, When the adult world finds reason for
believing, reason for reading, reason for taking part in adult education forums,
the young people who ape the adult world, who set Eﬁ.‘ ri‘.“mﬂ' by what they
see around them, they too will find their way back. Our Temple has, fortunately,
always been one of the pioneers in this field, Our Temple High School, now
some thirty years old, is one of the standard setting adolescence high schools
of our land, Only some twenty of the five hundred reform congregations in

ar
America have, in that th:l.rl;y/ﬁrind. been able to take our example and put it

into practice. This is but a drop in the bucket - a single pebble of sand on
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the beach, We have to find a way to develop the techniques and the approach
which will interest the adult Jew and a Jew who is a young adult in the meaning
and the importance and the relevance of his faith.

I would like to be able to invite each and every one of you to come through
our school and to see it in operation. I think that you :E be tremendously
impressed by what you find. You will find textbooks which are modern, well-
illustrated, written to the exact reading level of the class, filled with the
best of modern textbook techniques, relevant to the 1ife of the child who is
reading them. TYou will find teachers trained, certified, who know all that is
best and most important to know about classroom management, technique, teaching
method. You will find & cadet teachers' program whereby we are preparing
many of our own young people to step into these classrooms, to know not only
the theory of education but the theory of Juydaism that they may be wholly
prepared to answer the questions which the young pecple ralse. You will find
a disciplined school. You will find a school whose standards are high -
remarkably high - and have been purposefully kept so. But you will also. see
cértain limitations in our ﬁMI. limitations, I think, and this is the
burden of all that T hawe said this morning which are not fault of the school
but the fault or the lack or the want in our society. You will see, first of
all, that we suffer from the urmwillingness or the disinterest of our young
people in matters purely intellectual and purely cultural. The world of the
Talmud - like the world of the classics, of Virgil, and of Plato, and of
Homer - does not interest, does not intrigue the adult world. It cannot be
expected to intrigue the child., Few pecple today are willing to spend the
time to discower the idiomatic secrets, the keys, which will unlock the great
literary treasures of this world., We want everything presented to us in a-
mended texti~ abridged, concise books = and so you will not find in our school,

as you will not find in the public school systems and perhaps even in some of
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