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One of the reasons for this is the development of printing, the dissemination
of information, the exchange of ideas between men who are able to use and to
grasp these new ideas and to put them to better use for our own benefit.

Net only was the exchange of ideas made possible between all men but T
believe that the development of printing made it possible for the age of the
common man, for the age of the great democracies of owr world to come about,
You know in medieval, ancient times knowledge was a carefully guarded secret.
Knowledge is power, and the guilds and the various professions, the various
priest groups, carefully kept secret and guarded their Imowledge about their
professions and about their trades. It was not available for all so that any
who had mmy partioular talents or ambitions in this line might avail themself
of this perticular cecupation. But with the development of printing, all
this was swept aside, Any man who wanted to read of the techniques of the
philosophers, of the art of the '*11::1-1:. of the vole of the priest amd of
theology, of the art even of the tool-maker and the elothier; could come and
read if he %48 able and he had talent; he could set his hands and his mind
to this particular occupation. So the able of the, so-called, lower classes
began to compete successfully, economically, with these privileged orders
and as they rose in the social scale they demanded that all the political
barriers which Wweze interpcsed between the nobility, between the merchant
guilds, and between themselwas be done away with. We got the revolutions
which made it poasible for our modern type of social democracies to come
into being.

Knowledge is power, Some of the great hepoes of the modern world have
been those who made it possible for the printed book to be transmitted to all
men even when the vested authorities were against it, Think what it meant
té the men of the new age who could now have their views broadcast broadly.
When the rebels of ancient times felt the dnjustice of some decree, they could
speak directly to as many hearers as they could gather in the forum or in some
hall, or if they could gather enough disciples, they could put these disciples
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building = each differemt, each a different type of a work. I remember being
absolutely transfixed. Where could I Begin? What could I ever hope to
accomplish against this vast mass of information, of books, of literature,
which the world placed before me. We are almost deluged by this avalancha of
books = buried underneath it = incapable of seeing how we can even begin to
sort out for ourselves the worthwhile and the worthless and finding same way
of reading that which wlll be of benefit and of enjoyment to us, We are
plagued almost with too many books., We have learned the truth of the Biblical
mn-.ut;ﬁf the making of books there 1is no end.” We almost wish that merny of
these titles might remain manuseripts locked sway safely, never to see the
1ight of day.

Now what has been our answer to this avelanche of books. Some of us
have been concerned with increasing our reading speeds I Jmow schools where
the young schelars are graded on how many pages they can read in the course
of an hour, I know of many adults whe have enrolled 4in special classes designed
to teach them the art of speed reading., Because of this emphasis on speed, I
think we are in danger of becoming a generation of hot-rod readers. The hot-
rod driver keeps his eyes dead center on the road. He is <oncermed only with
the speed with which he can go from his point of origin to his destination.
He knows nothing of the beauty of the countryside through which he is passing,.
Thlﬂmnlongthmﬁdtm;]mﬁl‘bhrtnhim The brock coursing
underneath the bridge that he iz crossing is just a disturbance as far as his
driving is econcerned, We are concerned only with the speed of reading. We
have become hot-rod readers, and all of the landscape with which a book abouriis,
the magnificence of detail, the beauty of style and of idiem, the clarity and
decisiveness of description escapes us, All we try and do is to read the
opening sentence and see how quickly we can get to the coneluding one, and
hope that at ldast along the way we have learned enough of the names of the
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characters and the story line to be able to disouss it at the next coektail
party we attend, James Russell Lowell once described such a reader as a
reading machine, alwayes wound up and going, He has mastered all the knowledge
that it is not wort.h.fg:..wing. Our tradition calls them #

* = donkeys laden with books -~ literary jackasses = people
who have read hundreds upon hundreds of volumes to know what has been said
but who haven't an iota of understanding of how it was said, who have little
feeling for the style, for the nuances, for the shadings, for the deseriptions,
for all that goes into separating the artless in literature from the art in
literature.- the great book and the good book from the worthless book and the
meaningless beok. Hot=rod reading spoils great literature for us. You could
not plok up a Thomas Mann, or a Frand Karka, or a Tolstol and attempt to
read it by simply glancing down whatever vords lup_pm to be in the center of
the page. You would have no understanding whatscever of the rich symbolism
with which these books abound, the shadings of characters which they so
beauti fully portray few.us, You would have forgotten it is not so much what
is said but that it is how it is said which makes for the good book - good
literatures

8imilarly, perhaps more importantly, most books of & certain type
cannot be read by hot-rod reading. You cannot read philosophy, you cannot
read your professional journals where-yewmusi-be~eoncerned-widh every
defgdde you cannot read science, you cannot read poetry with hot-rod reading.
This is a type of literature which must be chewed as a cow chews its cud -
over and over and over again to be understood, to be appreciated,

Several months ago a college freshman came back to the Temple and
proudly announced to me that he had managed to read througn Plato's Republie
in two hours and T could not help but remember the chairman of the department
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