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WlllT BOOIS ARB YOO RIADINO? 

Rabbi Daniel Jererq SilYer 

February- 24, 19S7 

11 

Jun before n cw onto this pulpit this morning, one ot ti. readers 

ot the morning asked •, I though,, a bit hopetull1' whether I waa going \o 

■uggeat title■ th11 morning that we ought not read. Thia ie not ,q purpo••• 

I want to speak of the value of boolal and ot ftluable boon and this discussion 

ot books and of their place in our personal liw• was eugge•ted b)" a 'Yi.sit I 

made la1t week to our Cle-nland llllaewn ot Art. I hope that many ot you haft 

•••n the collection f'rom the libr~ ot Kr. J.P. Mor11n which is being 

featured there this month. It ie a aagnitioent collection. There you ••• 
, 

SOiie ot tbi moat ugniticentl.7 illuatrated manuecript1 eftr created by Jl'.llln. 

There 1• an old twelft.i -century Christian pa.alter done bJ' a piou monk in 

19 

llottte Casino. BOlr 1DAU7 genera-',ions of his d this ·psalter to lead , 

their worship? And •• 7011 look at the beautitdl illuatrat1.on1 on each paga 
' 

you are impre■Nd by the ~•V ana the reverence and 11110 thi artistic 11111 • 

ot tbe man who undoubtedl.7 spent ,-re ot hi1 lite 1n creating this master 

book. Side by aide with this paalter is a be-eilnred, lNt-j-lled loran -

hoq book ot I•lam .. a triuaph of tba art, tbe piet7, and the •kill ot •o• 

Arab scribe. Purtber on in the roe111 ie the first Hebrew Bible eYer PJ9ipted 

ae olear, ••precise,•• legible todq •• it wa1 t1Te centuries ago when 1\ 

wa, firn ■truck. A1 7ou 1il.lk further along, ·y-ou. come to holographa - original 

manu■cript■ by the modern pni118el of our literature .. b7' Browni.n1 and b7 

Poe and l,J' Wordftorth. You••• their pemanabip. Yott ■n · their correction• 
I 

and eraeurea, their preaiiion with their UN ot warda, and 70u teel cloNr 

\ban 7ou ba:n .,... been to the per1onali'\ie■ ot ~-•• p-eat aen. It 11 an 

awesome experience. It 1• a Nffrential experience to enter thi1 dfaplq r,aa. 

It 11 •• it 10'1 an entering one ot the throne rem■ in which the .. niua ot 

the ma1n apiritp-eaidl■ tor 'theN •&r• valuabla boob and tbe7 iliPN•• ,:ou , 



. ' 
with ~tie ulue that •n haft ■et b1 their boolm. Here 7.ou •• the ll&DU8cr1~• -

t 

the paintully, laboriou1q, band-written copi•• of the ~•t books of antiqui"7. 

Thi onl7 link ttiat •• haft with the classic pulu and prophecie1 ot the . . 

l•brn•, with the clasaio philo1opbT ot the Oreea, and tm olaaaio poetry 

of Rome. It •n ot each g9neration bad not ta.lean is upon thlmeelftl the taek 

of 1ittlii1 dOlm and o~g word by word, eentenoe b7 aen\ence, at whate'ftr 

cost ot tilla, tmae claaaioa we would not be able '\o read from thell toda7. 
I 

Tb~nk what role tbaN boo~ ·amn ban bad 1n their civilisation - haw preoiou 

and bow rare the1 were. . 

[' -r.-~ are epoiled b7 the plentitulne■S ot book■• We are apoiW b7 tbl 

tact tbat our hOIII librari• probab:17 contain more Toluu■ than did an7 of 
finest 

tbe/librari•• of &irope during the Kiddle i1N. .l volume then might. con 

a hundnd, t;wo hundred, tin bllndred ti•• what a prinud work ooats tor u,. 

Whan we went to ti. uniftr1itie1, we were told •~t ten" 1hould b'IJ1' and we 

went to the uniwrait7 booknor.e, we houpt them. In olden time• the uniftl'8it7 

•••ion was bepn by a paid lecturer at.nding in front ot tbe cl••• and reading 

to them troll the text which was to be the aubject of thia Nmeater•s work, and 
I 

the alas■ each hl:d to 1it down and to maa hie Olffl cow tor at~. 
often 

So ftl.uable were booka that/it a man lelh even one or two Tolumes to a 

uninr1it7 or to a ■onas~ library, it was considered•• it be bad ur• that 

inatitution a princely lep.ey. For books were rare - rarer than n might 
• I 

i•gine - 10 rare, in tact, that I think t~t it all tbl tolioa and manuacripta 

n■d zsw•a:tpl• an.ilible in •dieftl Europe in tba twelfth and the thirteenth 

centun•• bad been addad '1P, and brought illU one build1n1, tbl7 would n~ 

equal -• ten thouaand TOlum•• which repo•• todaT in oar libr-17. Boon ••re . 

not affilable to all. It 7011 wan4'ed to read, you had 4'o p to \be univer1i"7 

or ■onaner, liWUT and there J'Oll would t:lnd \be book·obained \o 70ur nact1n1 

de1k. It a Nr.U.!D TOlW ... not available in ~ OCMHllbi\7, 1Qll ei'\her bad 

• \o do w1 tboa' or ,ou bad to b1re a ■cribe in ac:■1 dinant ci'7 \0 oow it tor 



, . 
• 

you. It wa• a pioue du'7 incuabent upon en17 Jn 4'o either cow out the 

Bible in h1I litetiae or eln to ban 101111 scribe copy it t him - 10 rare 

ne \bat book which n freely- band mt th11 dq. 
i 1 ' l 

Think :what a ditterencethie made in the l1te ··ot• the ever:,day' man. Booka 

were not • aw.ilable ,o hill. , Tm wealth of tradilion, ot knawlecta., ot pbii~ hr', 
thought of . . • 

and ot art and ot/poet;q in a plq which we take tor granted was al.moat aha • 

to him. He either bad to bl to:J.d it or rarely he had the opportunit7 top 
. 

~o ■OM inatitution· to read it. There was an intelleatual lag in the citiee 

of the ancient world wbiah beggars dea~ption. I remember coming aero■■ , 
, 
'~• I 

onoe, l Mdie'ftl Spanish unuaoriP:'. It waa a mamacript of a book on p~u 

by ti. 1eoond o~ Onek, Ol.len, and in the urgin ot thia manuscript . 
•o• thir'Me~th oentur., Spanieh acholar bad noted - wou.ld that I bad read th18 

book 1eftn 7tar8 ago. I have bMn worldng • on a proof which 
I 

O.len di•cannd tom-teen bundNd 7'&n before I tiipn to lift. It ii inoon-- . . 

ceiwble to•• • IQ that ■oholars t9dq Blight eun lack intormation ot what 

'\ba ' laboratorin ot y-e..Wrdq haw dieconred and unooTered, but fourteen 

hundred 19ar1 often pa■Nd before kna..led19 pa11ed troa one part ot tba 

world to another • 
11-«- . 

8111' Torah n&ndl u an r,er-present rendnd.- of tho•• anoient da7•• 

·It 1• •till wrl"9n bJ bind. 1, ia wri\ten on parchlllnt - copied word tar 

word, pa:intully, and labonou]1'. It take• -,nth■, and aometiml• year1, 

. '° acaplde ad ••• it ia coapletff, it■ value u Nffl'&l hundJted tillld . 
·,bat o~ tbl ~ Bible wllioh we might bq in aiv: booaton. Yet beoauae . 
oar P,~ple eo,Ud ~ld.• Bible in each .-n,\ion u tbq copied the claaeic1 

ot anliqd'Q', ti., are aftilable now to u Qd a ■eint.ain t~• old 97 .. 

,Id.a arebaio-,. - ot wri\illg mr Bible 1n NftNW, in tbanJd'ulnea• tor 

.._ ,s;nr and. h1tllflal11HI of thi11e oopJ'i■tl land ~ppllerl and 1oribM 

ot~. 
!Iii ... ,.u. ot ~ ii .,. '° -- UDD pl&oe :LIi Old.aa. • do 



• 

no~ know tm exact 79ar b~ bJ' tbe tbirtHnth century, the Chine•• bad both . 
a ■ow.ble Qpe ire•• and a limple linotypa •ohine. TM .ilffention ot printing ' . ' 

in tbll wen 11 associated with Bolland and with GeNaDT am with the titteen\h 

een\ury, and a copy of tbe tiret book eTer pftrited - a Bible printtd b7 Joma 

Outenberg in lliSO - 1• aftilable in thia display thil month at our lltlND ot 
Art. 

Wba'\ a radioal chan11 pr1rr'1ng •d• in our way■ ~ lite. I, personally, 

belieft that except tor the denlopnent of the wheel and~ the compaea, there 

bu been no imention enr made b7 man which was both •• beneficial . aDd u 
beneficent. Thi• intellectual 1&1, thia tS. lag in tbe tranat.-.nae ~ 

kna1rltd19 ti-Gil one man .to another, waa almost done_..,. with. What w are 
. . -

~ in our laboratorl•• toda7 will be by tOIIOlTOW, bi nex\,WNk, Jmoifn 

tbrougbon· tbl world. lot onl.T ban :the sc li'Md f'J.aa tbl ilrnntion 

ot printing, mt tba ~-• it take• tor the ..._.. diaoOTerie■, ot 1111r 
' 

knowledga abou.t the world which am-rounds ua, "° percolate down to u ha■ b11n 

. radioall1' d:Sldnished. It took the world al.Jaoat fourteen \o fineen hundred 

7eare ..._ awn to begln to under.stand and a■1ild.late the •l.ninl ot Al"J.notle1• . 
• •Vin ot Lit_.. It took tba world over three hulll:rwd nare to underartand tbl 

t,Japlicatiou ot Oi11l.eo 1 ■ diaoonr1-■• I'\ wok the world .~7 year• n9n 

to becom aare ot tm nature ot tbl theoriu 1'hioh »arwin·•s tzp0unding. 

But nthin a daoade, within ten brief 19ar■, •n cul:t.ured un - ■on eduoa'Md 

111D - bad ~d the eaaentiil tacta of 11nne:ln 1a 11110h more ocaplioatecl 

di■cOftriea. We haft reduced eigliitioantl1' tba ,ma 11; ••• tor men'• id.Ilda 

\o oroa•-,,ollinate ■o tbllt each ot WI 1a 11UOli more••~ mre ot tbi 1111111' 

diaconrie■ ot our world than waa nv tba ••• in prerlou biatOl7 • 

.. haw•• 1, po■llible tor tm proare•• of tba m•n ra_oe ,o pr111ecl a, 
an unpr.eoedlnted p&OI and acholan -u U8 tbat .. haft "917' NUOII '° NliWft 

,1a, ,bl JININ•• ot tba m■en nee in •tter■ Nientitio, ill •t'Mr■ teolmolo.S•l, 

will ptOII .... b tlla nut. WD,... ~D '' dld ill allot pad NOordecl ldn-,. 



one of the reasons for this is the development of printing, the dissemination 

of information, the exchange of ideas between men who are able to use and to 

grasp these new ideas and to put them to better us for our own benefit . 

Not only was the exchange of ideas made possible between all men aut I 

believe that the d velopment of printing made it possible for the age of the 

oonnnon man , for the age of the great democracies of our world to come about~~'. '1 

You know in medieval, ancient times knowled was a carefully guarded secret . 

Knowledge is power, and the guilds and the variou professions, the various 

priest groups , care.fully kept secret and guarded their knowledge about their 

professions and about their trades . It was not available for all so that any 

who had JD11 particular talents or ambitions in this line might avail themself 

of this pa:ticular occupation •. But nth the development of printing, all 

this was swept aside . Any man who wante to read of the techniques of the 

philosophers , of the art~ of the p}iy'Jician, of the 1• le of the priest and of 

theology, of the art even of the,. tool-maker a d the .clothier, could come and 
w~tC 

read if he ~ able and he had talent, he could eet his hands and his mind 

to this particular occupation. So the ab e of the, so-called, lower classes 

began to compete successfully, econo cally, with these privileged orders 

and as they rose in the social scale they demanded that all the political 

barrier s which e nterp0sed betw~en the nobility, between the merchant 

guilds , and between themselves be j9ne away with. We got the revolutions 

which made it possible for our modern type of social democracies to come 

into being. 

Knowledge is power . Some of the great hei,oes of the modern world have 

been those who made it possible for the printed book to be transmitted to all 

men even when the vested authorities were against it . Think what it meant 

to the men of the nma- age who could now have their views broadcast broadly. 

~en the rebels o:f ancient times felt the injustico of some decree , they could 

speak directly to as many hearers as they could gather in the forum or in some 

bal l, or if they co_uld gather enough discipmes, they could put these disciples 



t 
•• 
• 

to work buai.q bJ' band writing out manuaor.lpta and letter• telljng ot their 

grievance■• But hair 11111n7 letter■ can tbi h1mn hand write? Otten, thea 

tn letter• woalcl be impcnmded by' • police. Otten, the police would raid 
I 

• the hall in whicti the man was tr.,ing to speak. But now, with the aouble 

tn,e printing pre••• hundreda upon thouanda ot aopiea ot papnphleta ot dilNn\ 

could be ~ted. :.,~! llbat Tboma• Pl;vne laid on a Sunda7 could b7 tba Pridq ot , ., , ... •"' . 

the next ••k bl read 1n eTery Tillage lhcl hamlet in the thirteen ooloniea • 
. 

llhen llonainr Yoltaire wrote about t.hl 1001&1 order and hie hatred tor it, it 

could be bou:p.t b7 al.moat ~ Frenabain tor a 1011 or leas. It could be taken 
' 

to his home, to· be read there in the ~•07 of his roan. When llart1n Luthllr 

~eached, it was beard thouaand ot nd.la .away and not on~ 1,y' the tn who bad 

the prirllig9, ot coming into hi• chur$ and bearing his Yiewa. Tba pace. ot 

1001.al abanp wa■ rapidly ilioreased beoaUN 1\ ne ~•ible tar •n to read 

the 11 terature ot di■aent, 'titoau• this liMrature could now be ND\ Oil' 
I • 

broadly, and _u tbe7 read, t...,. began \o think. As they thought, thq began 

to bec011e themselne diaatiatied and -to ••• -what plan■ omld be made tor 

righting the wrong. • They began to see bow thq could band \op4'her in thl 

co.'MrniQ" of ~hose ••king a better order in~ aocnety. Once._ 
, 

learned the ■eeret ot belli8nc \optl:er, ot using their power, tba world had 

COIII a lore ...., twardl ~he oreat.1.on ot • more •(l'lal eoc,.ev. 
' 

A■ tlll danlopment ot prinUng •ct. it possible tor the pc>litical barrien 
• ,rr,,rh , 

in ·an equal aoclet7 to be ••t down ao it Mele it po•sible tor tu pd.eatl)" 
. 

ud olerlcal bur1erl to a fr•• aociet7, to be done 8'lf&1' w1 th. Almo■t all 

reli~one ba'ft 8ND ~ speMil ll'OUJ>8, usual)T prien gl'oupe, claim that 

,_. lmau ■01111 apeo:S.a] knowlad.ga, \bat tbily bad ■aae eaoterio in■ig~ 1dO 

1h11 rill ot Oo4. 1Jnal]T \be, uid \hat ,bll Jmowledp wa1 giTen to tblia lit 

,ht •cr•d sdl'ip\uft whiob '.\bl tmnder ot tbl taith W p11t into their banda, 

\bat ale:11 ,11t people all,..d the ,o rel.at \heir ~ to Ood - nlq 

.. 



• 
• 

• 

tba wi'\h a gift ot aonq or a bribe • and unl••• they' tranelated the will ot 

Ood back to tba peopla, GodwOllld .no\ bear their prQ'ere and tbq would not . ' 
• ·f.-.. ,,:t•, .... ,' . ,:. 'l" , i A 

bear Ood'• -anmr1. So alwott alnp 1n antiqui'Q' and in the 111.ddl!e All'•, 

tbaN prien gro~ tried to kNp the aacred scrlpture1, tlMt Bibles ot the 

world, secret. Tbair Olffl J)'U"tiaul.u i,::aorlnoe tid not open to all men. 

• Op~ Jni1h tai th •s the lirst tai th which aao·•ded in breaking 
. . 

open the Bible ttiat it aight be read tor all people. fw• haft alwa~ been 

a faith, u we diecuNd Jut ~'J• baYtt •lnt"• been a faith whioh empbuised 

eduoation and bacauae n did ■o, and beoauN w created a group of interested . . 
11:7•11, 8-l,b:lat ■oholan, "Macber■ who felt ~ inequali"7 and inequi"7 ot 

the cla!M ot \he priest gNUp. About ~ first oentl21'7 ot the c01111on era, 

about two .thouu.nd nar• ago, a p-ea~ revolution wok place in Jewish lite. 

The priest■ bad,. ot old, controlled all .. critic• 1n the temple. The prieria . . 
were in · convol ot all \tie ritual and right■ wldoh bid to do with our Jm.■h 

~ '\ 

lite. The Pbuu•••• th9 Rabbis, broke thia 11onopolt• Thq cla~med tba\ 

the Bible was not tbl acred , prO"finae 'ot this priest group. It was an oi-.n 

territo17, open book, open tor the peruaal am the atUt:17' ot all •n - tbi.t 

thare ia no eaoterio,: .. .know1-d31 in tm Bible which could not be understood b.r 
I • 

whoewr blld tbt abili't7 to eo undar•tand. Tbq said that t~ religious TOoation 

1bollld be om ot choice - not of blood and of heredit7. The ft17: tact that w 
. . 

read tc '\ha Bible publio]1: in OUJ' aynagogue, tbat,,. haYe deftloped in our 

-,nago111•• the C11atom ot reading the Bible conaecuti.,.:q, eo \bat trolil tbl 

beginning of one 79ar to 1\a ccapletion the un who baa been regular in h11 

attendanoe rill maw heard t.bl whole Bible ~d, •• 'Uken to be a liT.1.n1 

t.estimo'V' to \bl tact that the Bible wu an open book - capable ot beinl .. . 
heard or read or nudiecl ar UDC!ernood bJ' &IJ70De who desired ~o ~ ,i. 

t.iat. Aa the Torah•• tabn out. ot it• ark, tbl labbia 1n '• 1,naao..­

•id that ~beN worda •hcnild. be laid aa i pUptt11111 Nltlncler to tbl J..uh 
MK • ,-opl.e that ,_ Bible 1• U1 open .. .., ud that 119 n11a DO ~ ... , IIO people 



. 
• 

.I 

* Thie ie the Torah 

wtdoh Clod ocamanded ua through Kos••• It :ta the inheritance ot the who1-

congrept1on ot lsrael - not, ot the prieet, not ot the lobanim, not of the 
. . . . . 

Lerltea bllt ot all ot Ierael. I ;! " • 
• • 1 

-,• I • • \ 

low in Christianity, 1&7 people had to ~t the availabili'7 of. the 

Bible before thq, too, were able eucceestul}y to rebel •~nst t:13 ty:ranny 

of. a priest group. Ouhnberg1s first edition, the first book ever printed, 

was _a Bible. •t a revolution this Bible brought ab011t tor as copies ot 

the Bible were distribtlted, as the pi1.ce was redlieed 10 that people could ~ 
. 

it and bring it into their homes and read it in \be quiet ot an evening, thq 

~gan to realise the vast d1.f'£erence between the teachings ot the Bible -
' 

of the New Testament and or the Old - and the actions ot tbe church about theli. 

Jeau,tbq toUDd, bad preached a dootrlne ·ot apo tolio pQVert7, of .the apostle,, 
• I ' • 

\ha Nliglou there ought to be otbtr wodn;y men - men who do not reap either 
( . 

wea1"11 or power by their wor~ vocation aa priest•• Yet as tbe7 lookad. 

•~t themaelw1, ttiey saw that the church was both warldq and wealth7. 'Jen•, 

'\be7• t0111nd, bad been a paeifist and he telt that the church and the religioUI 

man ought to )cup a 'bands oft' poliq. as regards the politica:tl dispute■ and 

tba pet,7 biabrinp between nation and nation, and gO'f'erllllent and goverlliil•nt. 
' 

As,_ looked.about :theuelffe, the7 found that their church had a hand in 

na, political qu.rrel tbroughou\ lurope' and even ,r,onaored and maintained a 

• ~teariolial ar■.r• A• tbil7 read through thlt Ha Testament, thq found that 

'\bin ii no •n4'1on there •da ot the Pope or ot the npre•es7, ot RClu, ■o tllil7 

belUl to ask their prien1 and their leaden bow tbl7 colild ju1tif7 their 

I 

ioa ot &ebra 



.. 
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daand• tbat they eubld.t themNlvee to all the theological doctrines wbioh 
lt0111e had, ainoe the da71 of the In Te1+-1.,.11t, derl•ed. .A• they read tu 
Bible, th17 began to question tba relipou order whioh surrounded them. ~ 
reading the Bible, they became Protestant■• The;, rose in protest and a nn 

' religion, a muoh more democratic way ot wora~ping God, was deviaed. Parenthe,._ 
ioally I should add t.bie ... the 110110 world, the world of Islam, is tba only 
world wbioh bas not .:.vwt bad either a relisloua or a political revolution. It 
ia the o~ world which 11 still steeped in •dieval waya where there are 
priest claaae■ and privileged claeaea. It 11 strange to note that no JlohaD1Dedan 

ooumry- baa ever permitted tba printi.ng of tbt Koran, that literacr is not a 

•jor concern ot Arab governments, that leas than one in ten in moat Arab I 

countriea and eaae le• than one in a t.houaand are capable of reading. Hot 
having read, they baq not been disturbed fNm tba ancient ways. Tbe7 haw 
not been able to Ne the inicualit:la• or their poe1,1on, but books ultimateq 
canno\ be alwqa bpt na7 from people. ~ will learn to read, and wban 

'-7 do, a ldgb.t7 reTolution will emu, I believe, that part of the world. 
TbeN are the blea1inp, then, the rich bleasinp which book• have giwn 

•n bu.t there are no bl.easing• without dutie1 and without dangers. We are 
bl••••d with book•• oar daoarac7 and our ft)" ot lite ia •da ,-11ible by 

booa and it \bu 1• n, wan '" to it 1;bat we are newr oenaond or 
pnwnted ff• r .. dtn1 the boon which llip.t be ot benefit to ua. The 

dlatatanbi" ot ~ world baw •l.wa1• deviNd ..,.. ot Ngfmtntillg an•• 
nading, ot re1t.rlaUn1 bl• read1n1, ot l&)'ipg \o h1li ~ thi• thou shalt read 
and \Id.a h dan89l'ou • \Id.a 11 ■ubffreiu, • Thi• thou shal'\ not touch • 
.,_,. dneloped eit.r inde•d, 118'■ ot beolm whieh are bvond the pale whioh 
1, la. Ila~ optD and'° read or. tbq U7 '° lioen■e tbl pub~1bera 10 t,bat, 

~ nll J1i11t M1J' a wbiob are banal.Mi - boob whioh oannot dii'turb man• a 

-t 1• • • ,- "7 to •n•11 in book br.tr-1dn1, ill eradi•\1111 '- p-eat, lit41tn.tun 
\ha ideal.a 

MIi p11, • ,11e litiezratve wbiob HPN•-/uad '\be hope■ ot ae on lrmsuv • 



- 10 -

tba literature suob u the Bible which baa alwqa inapired •n to Nek t~ a 

better lite. Thi diotatore are quite right in attemP'ing to censor booka, to 

liaeliN publi■hing, and to ~ booka, because idea1 are li." greatest eneJD1' 
. 

and only ·u thq succeed in imposing a contornd.:ty ot ideas can they have &DJ' 

hope ot long •1ntain1ng their power. 

We, in our oountey, in the past tn years have ••n that the demagogue• 

and those who would dictate our id.ea■ made their tirn attack against the 
t 

freedom ot libraries. They began b7 •~a let u■ see that ti. librarii■ 

overeeaa have on~ booka which contmn nth \he ~erlcan way or lite and it 
. 

the KcCartb11te• bad been aucceaa.tul there, ti1e7 would have levelled an 

attack against the public libraries in America a■ they did in certain mid­

weatern states and have said that there should be no1ihing on these shelwa 

which might harlli the young mind, which might disturb the mind, which might 

make him teel leas American - leas patriotic .. and it they had succeeded in 
• 

dictating our reading, thqwould have dicta~ed our tho'1ghta and ult1matel1' 

our vote and ultiiaate]1' our 1ra7 ot lite. 

The ~o• or bi:i.ng able to read, tm J>J9ice or having a great variet7 . 

of boob, 11 eternal vigtlance against those who would censor our reading 
reduce 

and 1•1•1111 ·the naber ot booa available to u. 

Reading, today, preNnt• another type of ptobl.ea ~d thi• i■ wi.-t I 
. 

would concern 1178elt with t0U.7. We are, •• it were, delupd with an avalanche 

ol boon. Thfnk ot thia. Last y-ear twelft thousand tiff hundred and eight.J­

one new titles, n• boob, •re pub~•hed µi Anierloa alone. If we had ti. 
. ' 

oapacit7 to read a book a dq, it wmld take .ws tort,7 ~ar• jut to read the 

nan, book• · that came out in tba list twelve monthl. I rem.mber, •• a freabman 

1n oollega, entering Bar,ard'• Wiedener li~ tar the firet tiae. There 
. . 

an 1iwlw noor■ ot boolal in tbat li'br.u,. laoh noor ba■ OYV an acre ot 
' ' 

nackad epaoe. There are anr tour and a halt million volume■ in that one 
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buil ding - each different, each a different type of a work. I remember being 

absolutely transfixed. Where could I Begin? What could I ever hope to 

accompl ish against this vast mass of information, of books , of literature, 

which the world placed before me . We are a]lnost deluged by this avalanche of 

books - buried underneath it - incapable of ~eeing how we can even begin to 
l 

sort out for ourselves the worthwhile and the worthl ss and finding sane way 

of reading that which will be of benefit and of enjoyment to us . We are 

plagued almost with too many books . lwe have learned the truth of the Biblical 

statement 
11 

~~the making of books there is no end.'i e almost wish that many of 
J 

these titles might re in manuscripts locked away safely, never to see the 

light of day. 

Now what baa been our answer to this avalanche of books . Some of us 

have been concerned with increasing our reading speed. I know schools where 

the young scholars are graded on how n:iany pa read in the course 

of an hour. I know of many adults who have enrolled in special classes designed 

to teach them the art of a~ed reading. Because of this emphasis o_n speed, I 

think we are in danger of becoming a generation of" hot.-rod readers . The hot­

r od driver keeps his eyes dead center on the road . He is concerned only with 

the speed with which he can go from his point of origin to his destination. 

He knows nothing of the beauty of the countryside through which he is passing. 

The flowers along the wayside are just a blur to him. The brook coursing 

under neath the bridge that he is crossing is just a disturbance as far as his 

driving is concerned. e are concerned only with the speed of reading. We 

have become hot- rod readers , and all of the land cape with which a book abou.Jiis , 

the magnificence of detail, the beauty of style and of idiom, the clarity and 

decisiveness of description escapes us . All we try and do is to read the 

opening sentence and see how quickly we can get to the concluding one , and 

hope that at Uast along the way e have learned enough of the names of t,he 



- 12 -

characters and the story line to be able to discuss it at the next cocktail 

party we attend. James Russell Lowell once described such a reader as a 

reading machine, always wound up and going . He has mastered all the knowledge 
the 

that it is not worth/knowing. Our tradition calls them* 

* - donkeys laden with books - literary jackasses - paople 

who have read hundreds upon hundreds of volumes to know what has been said 

but who haven't an iota of understanding 0£ how it was "aid, who have little 

.feeling for the style, for the nuances, for the shadings, for the descriptions, 

for all that goes into separating the artless in literature from the ru."t in 

literature.- the great book and the good book from the worthless book and the 

meaningless book. Hot-rod reading spoils great literature for us. You could 

not pick up a Thomas nn, or a Frana Karka, or a Tolstoi and attempt to 

read it by simply glancing down whatever ~ords happen to be in the center of 

the page. You would have no understnnding whats v r of the rich symbolism 

with which these books abouni:l, the shad.in , s of characters which they so 

beautifully portray fe,p,..us. You would have forgotten it is not so much what 

is said but that it is him' it is said which makes for the good. book - good 

literature. 

Similarly, perhaps more importantly, most books of a certain type 

cannot be read by hot-rod reading. You cannot read philosopey, you cannot 

read your professional journals wher 

de~~-~ you cannot read science, you cannot read poetry with hot-rod reading. 

This is a type of lit rature which must be chewed as a cow chews its cud -

over and over and over again to be understood, to be appreciated. 

Several months ago a college freshman came back to the Temple and 

proudly announced to me that he had managed to read through Plato's ReRublic 

in two hours and I could not help but remember the chairman of the department 

ifOmission of Hebrew 
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• 
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ot pbiloaop)v' at the Uniwraity ot Chioago who at the beginning of a course 
' 
~ Plato 1everal year■ ago told ua "You know, I read and re-read the 

. 
Republio tor ten ~ar• before I began to reall.1' understand wba• it is all 

about.• There ia certain literature which muat be read deliberate,7, slowl.1', 

paragraph by paragraph, line by' line - 01111' then will the tullnan of it■ 

thought ••rge to you. Someone once advocated that we read great literature 

aa we read the love-letters which we once received from our aweathear\ ,. - over 

and over and owr agf.in. YQl remember those letters • . F.ach time we read 

them, • f011.nd a new meaning. We read behind the liriee and we understood tbs 

nuances - the subtleties - wl'at was said and what was not said. Cl.L·eat 

literature must be read in this way. It must be read over and over and over 

again in order to understand ~ctly what it was that the author intended to 

oonvey. 

home to me. 

inaugurat&d a program Bible reading, Our hope is thRt by exposing the young 

pe.oP~• to many narrative por • ns of the :i:>ible, , e will develop witihin them 

a love of Bible language anc. of Bib literature. ,'le will make them feel at 

home in the BiblA and that later ill in the lives, the7 will not be afraid to 

pick it up and read trm it. We baw read togei r the Booka of Jonah, Ruth, 

lather, and JDIUV' of the bt•utif'ul narrative portions Genesis. Now I teach 

three or these claese1 each week, In each one ot tbeee c ssee, we go . ever 

the ••• paragraphs. We read them aloud togeilher. You might nk that I 

would bea011111tterl7 bored b)' this con■tant repetition 19t each t__... 

cla•• deah wi._h a text, I tl.nd nn meaning in that '9n. I feel close to 

1,. I underet1Dd it the better and I leave each class with a greater love 

. tor tbl NOt and a p-ea\er appreciation tor the ganiu ot the llllll who tirn 

wrot.a 1t. 

11 
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Shakespeare's, take some beautiful poem of Browning's, or any other piece of 

literature which you particuls.r'.cy love, and resolye to read it once a week for 
' 

the next month - four or . five time11 j_n tha course or several months. I think 
' 

that you will come, at the end or that period, to really app:reoiate this work 

ot art. You will love it the more. You will feel closer to it. Yo'tt T!ill have 
' 

understood it the more completely. The more you turn over a great book., the 

more you will find in it, and that is why it is not so much h°" much you have 

read - how many boo.ks you have completed - but how well you have read and how 
' . 

muoh you hP-ve derived from the books which you have digested • 

. But .lia:i shs.11 ,ve begin? What books shall ·we select? There is, of course, 

no worse guide to 0t1r reading than the best seller liot. Books appear on the . . 

best seller list becai1se they are fadish or sensational, because they have 
' 

appealed to the erotic or the patnoiog1ca1· ~nsti~ots of our age. Today's best . . ~ 

sellers inevitably clog next yenr' a second-hand bookshelves. Mu.ch t,hat is 

worthwhile in our literature never make.~ t.he best ~eller list. We should read 

whatever we .want to read - whatever intrigu8s us - whatever interests us -. . . 

whatever boo~ we think we 111,11 enjoy - vh-:\tever books we ·bh" nk we will learn 
• . benefit • 

san.etH:rng from or gain some:tid:;,z,/from - bnt as , e read, we s ould re!"e~her 
• close 

O!le thing that you can open a book and that you ean also/ft. Many of us ere 

c~mpuleive abmt tinitbing any book that we begin but most books i-" you OI?fn 

tlie:lr first few p,.gea, either tell you I am written well, there i ; s· $t,y1.e 

here, lI have sanething to say or I simply wrote this to produce a book, ·tc be 

paid the author's !'01,8ltiee, to be senaational. We ought to learn to close . 

and put dOlf?l the worthle1s books - the meaningless books. I am eure that we 

wontt be o■traoitsed trom societ7 it we put da,m even the booke which are moat 

COIIIOnl,- diaauased in our afternoon canasta games and evening parti••• 

1-irD to p,a\ don tbt book• which do not appeal to you becauae you will have 
' ' 

to be Jov dim ori.\1.o. You oannot ohooee the book• which appeal to aqy otllff 

PffNll - b1I laaokpallild 1• dUterellt. as.a trat ... ia dUtn-ent. Bl• 1ntven■ 
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are 
are different. You have to be your own critic an books/a t,ype of knowledge 

you cttn le~rn about only b-: op:Jn1.ng the bool" an,i by beginning to read !'rom it. 

The privi ege of openin~ the book is nlf·e the privilege or clo~ing it n .. putting 

it nay but if as you read a book, :rou enjoy it - keep the boek. Put it on 
which 

your shelves. I.earn to make the bocks/Tou h v read nd l~f'rn d aomet~ing froru 

And enjoyed con~tant companions. You will enjoy br eing in them a~in fran 
even 

time tot~ and refreshing yourself with their bet!tuty an !)erhaps/rnore impor\ant, 

your children, as they grow up, will be able to go to sht'!lves filled with books 

which you have enjoyed and derive sol'le enjoyment .from :tt. I o.rten think that 

we ,forget hew much the young people in our homes are culturally eon~it;onad 

to the ~od thingo in the c11l ,ure .. _., ic,1 SU?'rounds us. e mow th:.'lt they are 

culturally condit1 o 1ed by the tele'\'i ·ion, 1y the Jtovie , by the com::.o boo {S, 

but they ;1re also con0··t:1one1 by t c m .nic whict ~ s p:.:iyed on the . ome 

victrol"' and by t~.e b ok'"' 'bich --~~ i, t .e h • le: s . lves and by the pictures 

which sre on the walls or y tir ho e. , 1 t, ,f "L'_t,ire, . hie. 
w111 

,you kee:.:, in your heme 1d.ll be the le 1 :.hich \I ey/t y to attain. If .,hAse . 

yo,mg pao;_)]e go to tl-ir.;j_r ,-~-~nt .- 1 ,, ,10!-::ch-- . ,,e::; ... " f~_r • . J-1.'i· con .Ens~t1.c..1s ,. 
> 

w1 th wlrteh our day abounds llnrl per a s one or two other nert,con books, this 

will be t,he level at which they w:111 gear tl eir reading., but 1£ they go there 

and find more worthwhile things - books wh1 ch open their ey'!s to 1 • ~ ~ -~ 

cf :tire, to new geographies or learning - t,hey will read thes~ book. and lc ·-{rn 

to love them and all their lives they will pick up books or that type and 

road them over. 
~!.-c.~•~ 

I think we ought to begin to ~o irfi;our homes • lost art. 1lost of us 

read to our children that is, we r ad to them as long as they cannot read. 

Ire read to them the wonderful picture books which they so delight to haft 

told to them. But the minute the schools have taught them the alphabet, 

- - - - - - - - ---- ---~ - -
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,,. 1top reading. We DIYW a.-1n reoap\ul'e tbon wonderful ... nte of '-» .. tbernen ' • 

wmn n and oar child and a book are 10111bolr banded to11tber in low. And 
79t the tan that the child baa learned to read dell no:' MID that the child 

I 

ba■ developed a taste tor the good in ~ad~, or that tb■ child i1 aware ot 
what beau"7 1ri ~7la and beauty' in lan['1llge really means. It we would take I 

poau, or riorlea which appeal to the obild but whioh are 79t good literature -. . ' 

■■JlwJANnn;■' well ■ritten literatUN .. and wculd read tbea aloud, the • I 
., 

f 

~ 

child's ear would learn to appreciate beautie1 ot n7le and~ lan~I' and 
' 

all his life, he will return to these books N&d wi'\h bill parent1 with 10ft 
. . and be will look tor booka whioh ha•• tti. •••• ring to ._ - t be 11st 1ound 

to them - the ume flavor to them - as those which he read with ht. father. 

It is a vast sea - this world of books. There is no ke:y to it, no critical 
avenue of approach save the one that we, ourselves, ean develop. We mun 

. . begin by reading, by reading whatever intri~s us, ~ learning to diacriainate 
betwNn the booka which appear to WI utless and tho•• wbioh appear ·"°~ 

. 
~od literatun, and•• ft nad, n will learn to discn■,na'\e. •• will i.arn 
that w do not need to follow alaT.1.11111'. UJ7 man 1 • one hundred beat boon - be 
tbnl what tbjy •7 - bu.t we will laarn also, I think, one ta~\ about the bookl 
ot oar da7. Our age ia uni~ in tbat i" bu~ a .. neration ot p0p11lar1.ser• .9!" 

ot MD and ot 1t'CM■ ftO haw ■ND~ it that tbe prenouq ■oholar].t leftll . 
~ oar umftrai~•• are open w ua, that phJ'aia and anronCIIY and .-....,tic■ 

< 

~ hi•tcil'J". ud arobeoloa and all anu ol n•aroh, are ■ede aw.ilabla '° 1111 ' . . 
in boolal whloh w, ourNlna, aan under■tancl. , Our• ii \he _..., a .. ot 

• t 

■oientitie ~itli.tion ad \mN an bau rendered u a ~at Nrri.oe 1D 
'\bat t• baft m •de aftilable t.o u a aT.eDU ot innp~ and of undernand.1111 

into \bia radiaal~ .., and eftl'-ClbDl,11111'0rld wldeh ftlTound• u and• wOllld 

do well \o •~nt OVNlYU with -· ot , .... boon and to learn mti .... ' 
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than we perhapa a• of what. our science tella u i1 the nature of our world 

: and what our Pff"-holoa, tel11 u :la tba utve of our being and what our 

■ooioloo- -~ us is the nature ot oar nl.at1cm■hipe with otbar peop~, 

aiid.larl.7,, u a Rabbi, I wmld augeit to 70u that, 70U begin to piok up ti. 

pteat popo.larisa'\iona of ltnri■h learning. which have been written in'bi· 1aat 

decade. A good one bas b41en written by om ot ,. member• ot \his cong..-eption • . 
Boob aboa\ Jewieh hietgry-, Jewiah tradition, and Jewiah learning. There are 

an amazing variety- ot these aftilable to 7ou on]i it after service• 700. would 

go back into our libraJ7 and ask )(iaa Leildnd to tell :,:ou about. boob 1n 
' 

' 

whatever field might interest 70u. You mow, we ,.,. are uniqu.el.7 in need ot 

boob. Thia is a society in which Chritttiani ty is, to a sense, t.au~ al 

by the liviug. T~ir holi~ ~e public holidays. Their scripture■ are 

often serialimed in the public press or retold in dramatic form on the ma•• 

Mdii. ot communication. But our tradition., anr uni~• way of lite, tbi . 
for • 

reasons ror our uniql.\enees ar,.1/our distinctiveness are not .public knowladge• 

You can 1ati•~ ,ourselYe1 about their reason. · You oan learn more about 
tm I 

the purpoN ot/contizming ditterenc•• whiohwe inainta,n religiouaq between 

ou.reelves and our neipbora ollq by going to Jewish books and b7, •pend~ng a 
, 

tn hours ot ~ ·lit• _argntna with them, le~ troa thllll, digening what 

tbe7 ban to _,.1/ 
These popular1sati9na are ot gNat 'ftlue. * * 

I wmld ba ••Nllleli to sugplt that YOQ read the pea\ clusio• ot our age -. ' 

bet• Jnf■h or no~ffi:ah .. we are ran a 19neration ot olae1ic reaclen. 
1, 

lit ought to •Hare tba-bookll whio men ban a to be ti. aaae ot 

goqd literature b1i1 we BNII t.o Wan ap which prefer■ \be popilarisation ~ 
t . 
l I 

literature, ba at lent u -read :thea,e. Le'I u learn in dipst tona what 
. . I 

' 

thlN peopla haft to ~. l.eld nctel.J. Mu 1wi••~ and I .. 81JN that ~ 

will enj07 Mle reading. You will fN aon &lift to tbl world &bOllt JW• 
. . . 

Toa will be aon aware et \be ••?fl' bea ,1.e. \hat lt eonui• and JOU will be 

a fuller ud a~~ for .,,A Ulml 11pon ,wr•lt tile opportv.niQ' 

oblip.t:lon o ad.1111 ION 
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