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willing to pay & high price for them, and so without kaste, several months
later, on his next trip from Bethlehem to Judsh, to Jerusalem, this broker,
Kalel, took with him these four scrolls and brought them to the central
monastery of the Syrian Catholie church and to its metropolitan, a man by
the name of Smmuel. And he hoped that Mar Samuel wouid buy these scrolls
£ rom him, that he would be able to make a gulck profit from them, because
he knew that Samuel had many contacts with the plilgrims and tourists that
came to Jerusalem, and he felt that Samuel might be able to peddle to cne of
these tourlists, for even a better price, one of these scrolls.

Samiel was unwilling to buy them, as Kalel had been at the beginndng,
but apparently after a week or so of haggling and bargmining in true mid-
eastern fashion, Kalel left them with Mar Samuel for a price of about
$50.00 American. Again, Samuel must have Telt that he would be able to make
& slightly greater amount of money from these scrolls and there vas again
the off-chance, the million to one chance, that they were truly antiquities.

Mar Ssmmel, being a somewhat learned man, decided to find out
exactly vhat was the nature of these scrolls, and he began to go about
Jerusalem to varlois scholars and archeologists and teachers in order <o
tr:rtaumtainwhltthﬂfelttnb&thumtmnnﬂtheda“nfthuu four
pleces or serolls of parchment. One ofiithe first men to whom he showed
these scrolls was Professor Sukenik, then head of the department of archeolOgy
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Professor Sukenik looked at these
serolls and was unwilling to give the metropolitan ar approximation of their
date, but he must have felt intuitively to himself tkat they were truly
ancient, perhaps as old as two thousand or twenty-two hundred years, because

Professor Sukenik immediately, after he had returned these scrolls to Mar
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world was about to end, was persecuted for his moral and messianic preachings,
was put to death eventually, and the sect apparently swaited his return at the
end of time, when he would sit at the right hand of God and judge with God
all those who live in this world. Idike Jesus, he had his disciples. Idke
Jesus gospels were written about him., Iike Jesus he preached that men should
put aside their wealth, and put aside their goods, and put aside their daily
worries, and take themsekves out of the routine of their lives, out into the
desert, find there a new life, a new way, and prepare themselves there for
the rebirth into God's great new world.

Most cautious and conservative scholars, however, point to the fact
that besides these striking similarities there are very great discrepancies
between the order of these Dead Sea Serolls peoples ané between the practices
of the early Christians. In the first place, they point to the fact that
these Dead Sea Scrolls peoples lald great emphasis on maintaining the purity
of the descent through the priestly line. The disciples were not only chosen
from common ordinary people, but among the disciples mist always be found
three who are of the priest group, and we find no such gerallel in the gospels
or in the New Testament. Becondly, &s we read the gospels of the manual of
covenant and of diseipline of these Dead Sea peoples, we find an emphasis
on commnity living -- on living almost in a monastery as a group set apart
from the cities, from the hustle and bustle of Judea of that day which we
also do not find in the Christian gospels which are much more individualistic,
which preach must more that the individual should set himself apart rather
than that there should be a group set apart with its own order and with its
own rule; but you camnot read the manual of discipline of this group and its
thanksgiving thymns without recognizing that you are in the same world which
gave birth to the New Testament -~ the words are the same, the concepts are
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the same, the spirit is the same., And because we now have & great deal

more literature from the period, we can understand the whole movement which
led to all of these apocalyptic and messianist sects, for we have known for
a long time that there were many such sects in Judea of that day. Times
were dlfficult. There was little hope. The independent Jewish state had
been destroyed. The power and the moral authority of the Saducees who

ruled Israesl was being damaged daily, and denegrated. Rome was about %o
destroy the independence of Israel, and once it had destroyed the indepen-
dence of Israel was about the crush the free spirit of the people. The
people had to look somewhere else than this world for hope, and

Josephus and Philo, two great historical sources for the period, tell us of
Essenss and Boethusiamns, of men who believed, as did these Dead Sea pevples,
that they must set themselves apart, adopt for themselves a more rigid ritual
practice, that the kingdom of God was at hand and that they must be prepared
to enter into it. Our Talmud tells us of two other groups, the " --
humble men" and of the " =- silent men," who also were unsatisfied
spiritually and politically and economically with the life which they found
around them and set out to separate themselves wholly from that life and to
find A new life and a new way within the Jewish traditionm.

Now all these groups represent a response to the troubles and the
hopes of their day, and as we find out more about each of these groups, we
will understand more about the catalyst which brought them into being.
Fortunately, with the Dead Sea Scrolls we know a grest deal more about the
time and we know mow, for the first time, & great deel about the actual
living conditions of these peoples, because near the cliff in which the
cave of the Dead Sea Serolls was cut, there lay an old what was believed to
be & Roman fortress. It was called the " o B ?
means only ruin. From time to time archeologists had puttered about this
ruin, and they believed that it was just another one of the m any garrison

. il i it afis i R A





















Wi olacad ma-m.od__.* o oan .-.-uxﬂ:.l.._,.._,"t. £ e E_S)
priw 7 M By ety wca dd bk o ot U P o lli,
g 5].1.1.——.3 - Mﬂw : 2

u-‘. Jn w = &% Al D Lnet pleu liech (2800 \yya— =yg8
m&”&‘?'ﬁﬁw’a’m (s s Il |, W
M g Qi) canfludets Bin Aty T gsldaasf
O -l M—%m Li-ln—h#*.—.- By g% L--a..‘hh
.FMH!M; ‘;\H—w—wﬂq.ﬁnt...\'ﬁkh Q—Mu_--k(._._u.ﬂ.r_.—}iu-m
*Llu ' wha (o M peslin, An plutsr S0 tTu - wss el

M. 6 5 le=4 HM#‘MH‘ M. e T o sy, AME,

a8 B L= J.-uc,.._..“i
dom oo Mq-uﬁmim-t—-m B ety J

- el L'ht
AV o~ @O0 CE, Tha ~o~r el Cal SR aliaem =}

b,
ey, WBa a Tl Asaasde
P SR o - ..raﬂi—‘—»-—--ﬂ”""'. R T e i s















Sore vrnal s il b 0t D ....‘1:.....5 . fl.....-.-r......r.L_..nu_.w
-&L\B\h.‘. Lerrdtnins o or padolaclad

st Dowlifa. of fil My Airradld) v ttan, = dmad el Tlde.  Canthety
E el s _E_Jf.ﬁfprif ctras B P rpssis om (B sacttort=, J..I#{_h._ -~ .&il.l.

Mmaaened bt | W il e Cha | B a0,

prriiek w Gl o b cassfar R comlince B

e :

Pty e it d (B S O Ay e

o dinre Blown “wilis wv Wa gpiahk o e

el e E.ab.mba.r.lo It...rr-nb.:q#r..rfr >
o









