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THI DEAD SEA SCROLIS AID THE LIVING RELtGI01'S 

'lhe Temple 
April 28, 1957 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

#11 

'!he Ta'amlreh clan of Ea.st Jordan:fan Bedouins makes a meager living 

from pasturing their flocks in the southern wastelands of Jordan and of 

Palestine. They add to this living by engaging, from time to time when it 

is profitable, in carrying contraband and smuggling goods from one of these 

countries into the other and gaining a price tor bringing their caravan 

from Jordan to Bethlehem or from Bethlehem to Aman. 

Ten years ago this spring, a caravan of these Ta'amireh Bedouin 

arr1 ved in Bethlehem and bj;-ought ~ th .1 t probably the moat um que bit of 

contraband ever carried by Arabs -- tour battered, ancient parchment scroll.a 

-- which they cJa1med to have found in an ancient unJmown cave some place 

on a cliff above the northeast corner ot the Dead Sea. A gentleman., a 

Syrian Christian, by the name of Kalel Biskandar SaJdm, who was their 

intermedi~, their b~ker, whom we would call a fence, in Bethlehem waa 

unwilling to pay them any price ~or the scrolls because Palestine is tilled 

, with traudul.ent antiquities. It is very easy to make a parchment scroll, 

just a hundred years or so old, seem as though it came down from the 
. ' 

hoariest past, and he pa:ld them probably no more than $10.00 for these 

acrolla. He took a chance. He took the chance that perhaps they were 

valuable and that perhaps he migbt be able to pe4dle theae acrolla even if 

they were fraudulent to one ot his contacts in Jerusalem who might aell 

thea to some foreigners, to some tourist,, to scae visitors who would be 
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willing to pay a high price for them, Slld so without haste, several months 

later, on his next trip from Bethlehem to Judah, to Jerusalem, this broker, 

Ka.lel, took with him these four scrolls Slld brought them to the central 

monastery of the SyriSll Catholic church and to its metropoli tSll, a man by 

the name of Samuel. And he hoped that Mar Samuel would buy these scrolls 

from him, that he would be able to make a quick profit from them, because 

he knew that Samuel had many contacts with the pilgrims Slld tourists that 

came to Jerusalem, Slld he felt that Samuel might be able to peddle to one of 

these tourists, for even a better price, one of these scrolls. 

Samuel was unwilling to buy them, as Ka.lel had been at the beginniIJg, 

but apparently after a week or so of haggling Slld bargaining in true mid­

eastern fashion, Ka.lel left them with Mar Samuel for a price of about 

$50.00 .AmericSll. Again, Samuel must have felt that he would be able to make 

a slightly greater amount of money from these scrolls Slld there was again 

the off-chSllce, the million to one chance, that they were truly antiquities. 

Mar Samuel, being a somewhat learned man, decided to find out 

exactly what was the nature of these scrolls, and he begSll to go about 

Jerusalem to various scholars and archeologists and teachers in order to 

try to ascertain what they felt to be the nature and the date of these four 

pieces or scrolls of parchment. One of 1the first men to whom he showed 

these scrolls was Professor Sukenik, then head of the department of archeolOgy 

of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Professor Sukenik looked at these 

scrolls and was unwilling to give the metropolitSll an approximation of their 

date, but he must have felt intuitively to himself that they were truly 

ancient, perhaps as old as two thousSlld or twenty-two hundred years, because 

Professor Sukenik immediately, after he had returned these scrolls to Mar 
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' . Samuel, made a quick trip to Bethlehem and there contacted Kalel and bought 

tram him three scrolls renai Jling out of the group that these Bedouins had 

origl.nal :cy- sold, and he brought these scrolls back to Jerusalem. And atter 

three years of study, he published them with his findings. But we are 

getting ahead of OGr story. 

The -four scrolls which were in the possession ot Mar Samuel were 

then taken to the American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem. '!he 

director and the acting director were not there, but there was a young 

American professor, by the name of John Trever, a man who though he had not 

the ~ompetence of many ot the arcbeologl.sts and historians who tackle these 

scrolls, had at least the presence of mind to photograph as much of them as 

Samuel would allow and to send these photographs to Professor w. A. Albright 

of Jobns Hopkins University, itean ot American archeologlsts. Atter Professor 

Albright had bad several days to •~ne these photographs, he telegraphed 

back to Jerusalem that they were undoubte<Uy from the period between the 
"-

revolt of the Maccabees -in 165 B.C.E. and the tall ot Jerusalem to the 

in 70 ot the coJ111101'\ era. In other words, he felt that these scrolls 

were between 1900 and 2100 years of ase. 

Mar Samuel was elated. Scrolls which he had ~t tor a mere 

$50.00 DOV ~ould ~ be priced., they were ~o valuable. And so he 

eaoa.ped., iulerill.tj;elally., from Jerusalem., becaus~ these scrolls techm ,:­

•~, it they were antiquities, belonged to the govermaent ot the land in 
' • 

which they were found. He brought them to America, where he sought to 
..I 

sell tha, to peddle them,' to some uni vera1 ty or rel1S1ous inati tut1on • 
• 

aat 'becauae Mar Samuel'• authentic tltle to these scrolls vu somewhat in 

doubt, becawie taey real:cy be~ed to the Jordan1en or Palestinian mandate 
. 

P.Y•nmtnt rather than to this Syrian •tropoli tan, DO reputable American 

1ut1 tution wwl4 b'Ul' taea. However., Mar Samuel had gained control ot 

' . 

j. 
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j;hese scroll.8 in those mnths when the British mandator;y government was 

leaving Palestine, when the Israeli defense f'orcea had not yet established 

the State of Iarael, and when the Arab world was pre~11g tor its onal.aught 

in an attempt to drive the Jews into the sea; and so it was a very grave 

issue exactly. which govenmient -- the Br1 ti sh govex·nment, the Israeli 

government, or the Jordan:I an government -- actually OWDed these scrolls, · and 

since Prof'eeaor Sukenik, in bis study at the Hebn,w University, had come 

f'ran his studies to believe that these scrolls were authentic and elated 

:trom the ancient past of' our people, the Israeli government resolved to buy 

the f'our rema:lning scrolls tor itself, and when an advertisement appeared 

in the Wall Street Journal -- probabq the most unique advertisement that 

financial paper bu ever carried -- under the :title Ml.scelJaneoua For Sal!: 

"row Sea Scrolls, Authentically Dat Least 200 Yeara B.c., 

ideal tor some individual or ~ to give to a uni_versity or to a religious 

institution," the Israeli goverument, through an intermediary and financed 

b7 American philanthropists, purchased the tour NID&1 Ding scrolls for the 

Hebrew Um.nraity-, tor itself, and ulti•tely tor deposit in a D1Beum which 

ia to be called 'lhe MuseUJll of' the Book. 

Bow, these seven scrolls are the largeat known acroll.8 to have been 

tound in these Dead Sea caves. - 'Ibey include two copies of the Book ot the 

Pro~t Isaiah; one Ml.'1rul:d.c elucidation ot the sectiona ot the Book of 

Genesis; a -.nua1. ot cllacipl:J.ne which wu •~tl.7 the code and the 

aoutitution, the rulea of a monutic orde!! ot JfN8 who set themaelvea 

■01118Wbat •~ in dqa long ago tram the buic Jevl■h COJIIIIUility., who vent 

. out into the deaert to find there a new birth and a new lite, and to aliait 

. 
there the m4 ot th11 vorlcl which thq telt wu iilD1nentJ a book ot Ule»ka-

pviq pal•• ·and. IJn79n, i,atterilecl atter our ovn m.'blioal 'look of••l•, 
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which was apparently the p~rbook ot this sect; an apocaJ.n,tic co11111entary 

on the !ook of the Prophet Habakkuk, one of the mtnor prophets of our Bible, 

in which the writer who camnents on this text begins to ponder over the end 

of days and over the new world which awaits; and finally the wars of the 

children of ligl)t against the children of darkness -- a scroll which describes 

in great detail the final cataclysm when the forces of evil in this world are 

met by the forces ot good and God finally 1nt~eres to bring about the new day. 

These seven scrolls, all owned now by the Israeli government,represent 

the ma:l.n finds made in the Dead Sea Scrolls, but there are undoubtedcy other 

scrolls, some we do not know anything about, because when Mar Samuel and when 

Kalel and when these Bedouin tribesmen each found that these scrolls were 

valuable, they made amateur archeological ~tions back to the area in 
~ . 

v~ch the scrolls were taund. '!hey ransacked the caves, so much so that 

-"J' of the caves were ransaclted ·beyond ever ho~ of reconstruction, and they 
. . 

tmdoubtedly took for themselves whatever scrolls or fragments of scrolls were 
• 4 

there available to hoard .~em, to hold them until . the price in the inter-
. 

national archeological market would be adequate. We d6 know that Kalel had 
t 

the misfortune ot taking a complete scroll and hiding it in the yard in back ... 

ot bis house, and when he came to .dig this scroll out to seel it to Professor 
~ 

Sultenill, the scroll had so deCOJI.POiled due to the acids in the soil that it 

was damaged ·beyond recognition. Protessor Nelson Glueck, President of the 
. ' ' 

Hebrew Union ·College am:, b1mselt, a aoted a:rcheologl.st who bas lived tor . 
111"1', many- yeara with :th••• tribespeopl.e, feels it is undoubt~ true that 

. , . 
ther •orolls :ln their poaaesaion and that from time to time 

~ Will bring one ~ ·these acrolla ·to sell on the open market. 

these snen or scrolls, then, ve have nothing except 

. . 

.. 
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hundreds upon hundreds ot tragment,u-y bits which were scraped by these 

archeologists from the original cave where the t:l.rst seven scrolls were 

tound and trom a series of nine other caves in the imaediate area, which 

archeological expeditions have uncovered and where other scroll and parch­

ment libraries were :found. • 'Dlese hundreds upon hundreds ot fragments -­

some as little as a centimeter s~e, some ranging to two or three inches 

-- have been taken to the American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem 

and there, in a room of the scrolls; they have been sorted and as much as 

possible they are being pieced together into their original ' place. This 

attempt to piece together these fragments is probably the most gigantic . . 
jigsaw puzzle effort ever undertaken by man. Probab~ the final wprk will 

. 
take decades, if not halt-centuries, but at the end the group of inter-

undoubtedly be able to reconstruct and recombine hundreds of pages of 

script, and our knowledge of what these scrolls contain will be multiplied 

ten, and perhaps, a hundred fold. •. 

What do we know of the scrolls that have a:> far been published and 

photographed and made available? ~ are they so important? Why was the . . 
Israeli government willing to pay a . quarter of a million dollars tor ~our ot 

these scrolls? First of all, their importance lies in that they contain 

many of the Books ot the Bible. 'lhe original seven scrolls -- two of :which 
., 

were books ot the Bible, one a complete edition of the Prophet Isaiah and 

one about a one-third copy ot the Prophet_ 'Isaiah. Among the fragments which 

ao :ru have been pieced together we have tound ■ectl. ona fran .wery other book 
. . ' -. 

ot t.he Bible except the little Book of Esther. Row, why ahould thi ■ be so 
I' • . 

~tt It 1s· impo~t pr.Lmaril,1' because the Heb~ text which . ve read, 
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which is enshrined in our Ark, which is in our printed Hebrew Bibles, was 

tinaiq' edited· by ·a group of gr&11118.11.ana and lexi.co~phers who lived 
. . 

between the seventh and the ninth century of this era :who are known as the 
! • 

Mason.tea. We have no Hebrew text which antedates this Masoretlc edition. 
f • . . 

We pepen4 entirel.1' upon t~a wh:l.ch 'ijley edited. However, the world has had 
~ . .. . . 

• ' .. .. .. f 

:for a long time many Greek t1'.8D9lations and many latin translations ot: the 

Btble which antedate these Muor.l.tes. In 'other words, we have Greek Bibles 
.... f' J jil .,. • -

• . • • t 
• • f. ~ 

·and I.attn Btblea which .are older than our present Hebr8W Bible, and '!lery . . 
I 

• otten these Greek. translations and these I.atin translations <litter in 
: "' I f • • 

• inte~etation, in empbut.s; from the ;text which we have before tis~ @!ld · •• . . . . - . . 
_. , ~ 

many a scholar ~s been vont ·:to substitute sane reading which be preferred 
... ' •• "'" .. f- • \ 

' . 
from o o e ~ek t the Iatin translators for our Hebrew 

. 
text 1m1l1S tliat . d mo 1 IV'e the grammar of the 

. . 
that_ they -~ e--· • ret , _ and tha.t th~ Greek or 

• 
tin reflects a mr 'M6'11iil- es our Hebrew text. 

Well, now that the Books of Isaiah have been studied: c9J11Pletely, • 
I • _. I 

t we hav·e pare nts whicn go back to the second century B. C. and 
• .. f • ' • 4tl- I # i,-

~ch actual 11' antedate ~ any G~eek or · Iatin ~ranslation avai~ble to us, we 
. 

mow that· our Hebrew Bible-is a much more faithtul reproduction ot the .. 
. .. 

ntent ot • • au ~ors ~ one of th ~tors, that· it was 

" 
• the transla~rs ai1d JJOt the Muori tea vho amended the text, who changed the . . . . 

empbe.sis, who rewrote~•• to and.Clttlle:Lr own meaning. In not one maJor 
. 

. case does the script ot th~ Iaa:lab .. ,croll.8 which cane to us trom the Dead 
.. ' ........ 

• ' ,. t .. 

Sea differ fz'oa our Muoritic text. '!here are thirteen .ditterencea which 
. . 

have Nell incorporated into our · Btba from the Dea~ Sea Scroll.a into the . , . . 
I ' ., i • 

revised standard ver11on ot the ~lillh tranaJ.at1on; ID each cue, these . , . 
are not -.101: o adJ&tanl' 1nit tbe,,emeei~ly"the correction of scribal . . 
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mistakes and errors which crept into the text over the years. '!hey neither 

reflect an emendation or reinterpretation of the text. Thus, tor instance, 

in Chapter XXI of the Book ot Isaiah, we read ot a watchman standing on the 

highest tower ot the wall ot his city, looking to see if the enemy troops 

are approaching. Our Bible text reads literall1': ''He cried out -- a lion," 

and then 1 t goes on w1 th the burden ot what he sees. The lion is obviously 

out ot place here, and tor a long time Biblical translators and interpreters 

have known that it must be, the text must read that he cries out "as a lion," 

loudly, torcefu~ as a lion might; and now we know fran the Dead Sea Scrolls 

that the simple dropping of the Hebrew letter "K", the preposition, lost the 

origl.nal meaning ot this text which we found again in the Dead Sea Scrolls, 

and that our Bible ought re~ to read "as a lion -- lt:'aryeh." So we will 

be able to clear up many ot the small ditticul.ties and make clearer our 

readings ot the Bible because ot these Dead Sea finds. Ana pnce the 

western world entirely depends upon the Bible as the basis of both ot its 

great religions, Y,OU can see the great store and the great value which must 

be set by these moat an~ent of Bl.blical manuscripts available to man. 

Now what of the texts which are not Biblical? 'lb.ere are fragmentary 

tuts which gl.ve us Hebrew originals tor some .of the books not included in 

the B:l.ble, some of the books ot the Apocr.ypba which are known to us o~ 

trom Greek or Ia tin trans la ti. ons. 'Iheae w111, of course, also increase our 

appreciation ot that work. 

But what ia most interesting to the western world is that group of 

texts which deal w1 th a - CC'J111111n:f ty ot ucetic Jews set apart trom the 
~ 

normative strain -- the midstream of Jewish lite -- who believed that the 

kingdom ot God was at •d, that the m1l]en1um vu here, and that they must 

separate themselves from the lite-ot the general Jewish ~o,ygpun:lty, go out 
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into the desert, live tblre a life of ablutions, ot baptisms, live there 

a lite ot ~,of religious study, live there a lite which we would call 

J11011Jd sh or piet:tatic, and prepare themaelYea there to be worthy of the aev 

world wh:tch God was about to bring about. llow this sect, not known before to 

history, of courae increases our knowledge ot these centuries at the turn 

~ore the c001DO'l'l era into our era, but they are especially important to the 

western world because they pa:rallel, chronologtcal).Jr and idealog:LcaJ~, the 

growth ot another sect of p:l.etous, apC)COJ.nrtic peoples, of mesaianists, ot 

men who believed that the kingdom ot God was at band and that :man should go 

out from his cities, go out f'rom the routine of his daily life, and by baptism, 

and by prayer prepare himself' tor the kingdom ot God. &,ugb.ly fran the same 

time and rough~ of the aeme spirit as these Dead Sea covemmteers come the 

in anytbj.n g which can give ua insight and understanding into the growth of 

this, the largest religion ot the vest. So striking are the similaritiea 

between these two groups, that JD811Y a scholar has been led to believe that 

the early Christiane took OV"er aJwo~t whole, swallowed aJJPOtat without 

digestion, many of the concepts, J1M1.JQ' of the practices, JllaDY' of the rulea and 

regulations ot this Dead Sea order, and in tact they took over in the 
ot 

reteJJ1ng/the history ot their central hero -- Jena,-- many ot the 

characteristics which were told ot the lite ot the " .. 
I 

~. £ u the .,eacher of ~ghteousness, who was the founder and the leader and hope ot 

the Dead Sea Scrolls peoples. Professor A. DuPont SolllDer ot the Sorbonne, 

■■•m an ex-Catholic priert, in tact believes that the lite ot Jeau1 finda 

its exact pa.rallel in the life ot th11'
1
Jeacher ot tlghteouane11; and that 

the gospel.a colQrecl their retelling ot Jesus' actual lite to make it conform 

with, to make it ~l the lite ot this man who •~t~ lived about a 

h\1Ddred years before Jesus, preached a doctrine ot a new world -- that th11 
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world was about to end, was persecuted for his moral and messianic preachings, 

was put to death eventually, and the sect apparently awaited his return at the 

end of time, when he would sit at the right hand of God and judge with God 

all those who live in this world. Like Jesus, he had his disciples. Like 

Jesus gospels were written about him. Like Jesus he preached that men should 

put aside their wealth, and put aside their goods, and put aside their daily 

worries, and take themset:ves out of the routine of their lives, out into the 

desert, find there a new life, a new way, and prepare themselves there for 

the rebirth into God's great new world. 

Most cautious and conservative scholars, however, point to the fact 

that besides these striking similarities there are very great discrepancies 

between the order of these Dead Sea Scrolls peoples and between the practices 

of the early Christians. In the first place, they point to the fact that 

these Dead Sea Scrolls peoples la1d great emphasis on maintaining the purity 

of the descent through the priestly line. The disciples were nqt only chosen 

from common ordinary people, but among the disciples must always be found 

three who are of the priest group, and we find no such p.rallel in the gospels 

or in the New Testament. mecondly, as we read the gospels of the manual of 

covenant and of discipline of these Dead Sea peoples, we find an emphasis 

on community living -- on li vi~ almost in a monastery as a group set apart 

from the cities, from the hustle and bustle of Judea of that day which we 

also do not find in the Christian gospels which are much more individualistic, 

which preach must more that the individual should set himself apart rather 

than that there should be a group set apart with its own order and with its 

own rule; but you cannot read the manual of discipline of this group and its 

thanksgiving th,mns without recognizing that you are in the same world which 

gave birth to the New Testament -- the words are the same, the concepts are 
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the same, the spiri. t is the same. And because we now have a great deal 

more literature from the period, we can understand the whole movement which 

led to all of these apocalyptic and messianist sects, for we have known for 

a long time that there were many such sects in Judea of that day. Times 

were difficult. '!here was little hope. The independent Jewish state had 

been destroyed. The power and the moral authority of the Saducees who 

ruled Israel was being damaged daily, and denegrated. Rome was about to 

destroy the independence of Israel, and once it had destroyed the indepen­

dence of Israel was about the crush the free spirit of the people. 'Ihe 

people had to look somewhere else than this world for hope, and 

Josephus and Philo, two great historical sources for the period, tell us of 

Essenes and Boethusians, of men who believed, as did these Dead Sea peoples, 

that they must set themselves apart, adopt f'or themselves a more rigid ritual 

practice, that the kingdom of' God was at hand and that they must be prepared 

to enter into it. Our Talmud tells us of two other groups, the " . 

humble men" and of the " -- silent men, 11 who also were unsatisfied 

spiritually and politically and economically with the ·life which they found 

around them and set out to separate themselves wholly from that life and to 

find a new life and a new way within the Jewish tradition. 

Now all these groups represent a response to the troubles and the 

hopes of their day, and as we find out more about each of these groups, we 

will understand more about the catalyst which brought them into being. 

Fortunately, with the Dead Sea Scrolls we know a great deal more about the 

time and we lmow now, for the first time, a great deal about the actual 

11 ving conditions of these peoples, because near the cliff in which the 

cave of the Dead Sea Scrolls was cut, there lay an old what was believed to 

be a Ptoman fortress. It was called the " • ti " 

means only ruin. From time to time archeologists had puttered about this 

ruin, and they believed that it was just another one of the m any garrison 

ti 
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fortresses which the had established. :&it now that above it, in the 

hills, caves had been found with these scrolls within it., it was felt 

necessary to excavate thoroughly this cave, and it was f'ound not to be the 

Roman fortress that it was believed, but rather a monastery -- a monastery 

containing a large community dining hall, a large scriptorium, or library, 

in which the scrolls found in the cave were probably written, large cisterns 

which brought water into the community and which fed the baptismal baths 

into which each of the members of' this community daily bathed, and finally 

the cemetery in wh1 ch those who lived the life of this community • were finally 

buried w1 th all honors. For the first time you can walk into a building and 

feel the spirit as well as read the words. You can walk into the community 

dining ha]J where the people ate two meals a day together -- now, these were 

more than just meals. 'lbese were mystical experiences shared. They ate a 

aacr:l.tice to God, and you can sense here some of the extra meaning which 

the Iast Supper must have had, tor it, too, was a shared sacrifice -- shared 

by the disciples of Jesus. You can walk into the baptismal area of this 

sanctuary, of this monastery, and you can feel there the spirit and the 

hope which must have filled the hearts of those wio came as they poured 

water over their bodies to cleanse it of the evil which they had conmi tted 

and which they sensed within themselves, and as they hoped to find within 

themselves a new cleanness, a new cleanJi~ess, a new birth . .And was it not 

to this very area that John the Baptist and Jesus, himself', came in search 

of baptism, in search of being cleansed and purged of their slns, in search 

ot the new life and the new we:y. And you can walk into the scriptorium or 

the library of this sanctuary and sit at the very stone benches which were 

carved for the scribes and lean over the tables on which they wrote their 

holy texts, and you can :feel there the piety which filled their eyes and 
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their hands as they worked. And you can sense how they must have closed 

their eyes here to the troubles which surrounded them in the outside world, 

and seen in their dreams and their visions the hope and the glory of the 

new life and the world which God would establish, they felt, for them. In 

other words, both visually and in terms of their writings, we understand a 

great deal more of the times and of the spirit which gave birth to Christ-

ianity and which affected many who lived within the Jewish cODIDUDity of that 

'lhese are great finds, but they have been challenged. '!here are 

those who doubt still the antiquity of the scrolls. 'lhere are those who 
, 

are refusing to ad!JD t that there must be a connection between the life 

whtch they found in the monastery below the cliff and through the scripts, 

the teachings, the constitution which was found in the caves above the 

monastery. Dr. Zeitlin of Dropsie College in the United States, a veey, 

very competent scholar -- one of the tew real:cy authoritative minds in the 

history of this whole period -- 1s among those who continue to doubt despite 

the munting archeological evidence that these scrolls, or that the monastery 

itself, must be connected and that these scrolls must be dated from this 

period of ancient Jewish history. He prefers ·a later, medieval date. He 

finds in these scrolls a great deal of reference to the same spirit which 

affected the Karaitic movement -- a dissident Biblicist movement of the 

ninth and tenth centuries. He has asked many leading questions, which it 

must be admitted the scholars who propose this ancient date have not answered 

or not answered fl.ll:cy; and yet I think that when all the evidence is in, we 

~ll probabl.1' have to admit the antiquity of these scrolls and when we do 

ve will find that the reliability ot the Bible, so important to us, has been 

maintained and that we will have gained new insight and understanding into 
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the Judaism which nurtured both Pariseeism, the Judaism of our day, and 

Christianity -- the other great western religion. And it is to be hoped. that 

as understanding of these scrolls increases, the misunderstanding which exists 

between the great reli~ons of the world will decrease, because if these 

, scrolls teach us any- one thing, it is this, that no religion can claim to 

be uniquely true. You will now be able not only to find the ethical parallels 

in the New Testament between the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the . . 
Mount, and the teachings of the Rabbis of his day, but you will be able to 

find in its messianic speculations -- in the whole role which it makes Jesus 

play -- equal parallels to the spirit and to the life and to the teachings 

of at least certain sects within Judaism. And though we will always a(bn1t 

freely that Christianity, in its own point of view, is unique, we will also 

have to admit that it did not bring a new enlightenment to the world but was 

merely a recombination, unique by virtue of the r ecombination, of -.ny of 

the ideas and of the doctrines and of the ethical imperatives which were 

current when it came into being. 

To read the story of the Dead Sea Scrolls is to immerse ourselves 

in'" a great adventure. And I would recODDend to each and every one ot you 

that you would enJoy reading the great amount of literature which baa 

appeared on this subJect, that you would enjoy keeping abreast of the 

discoveries and of the disputes which are published in such non-scholarly 

Journals as Time Magazine, and that you will feel closer and understand 

more of the history ot your people for having ione so. 
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