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or BIICSS AID CONAJtm 

A Pl'• 1Aamkah 1er11an 111111ffwcl by1 the .. hlatary ot . the Jlaooabee■ 
811111 by Ute . reeently relewd reo••· ·ot . oar lorean . iri•••• ot nr. 

Sundlr, Deo•b.er lS, 19S7 

'1'BI tiMP1& 

Rabbi Daniel Jere.,,,. Silftr 

I haw always been partiaularq impreaNd by the beauty ot that corner of 

The T1 l(4e 1n wlrloh stand■ our nr 11rv1oe al.con. The three tawring portrait■ 

111d the stained glue vhioh ■ur11oant thia Mllorial are boldly executed and eye­

oatohing. Th• Book ot DNd• ia an -•inl record of devotional and patriotic ••rn.ce 

. to oar lllDd. illloet eight hundred 7oang Tnple 11811 and vaaan aer,ed our ooant17 

chir1DC the s..-. World War. Their duties and their deeds are reccmled 1n tbie book 

ot mtatrlal. X htrA allf&78 toand that it 11 a salutary and apiritul ilDroiN to 

bJ' -~ ........ ·• were acbieftd1 and the blood md the tear■ ~ vbidh .• wre 
,; ' • ,r • f { •:Ii' • 1 ,. :;" . ~ /; • , :• 

••ta~to-,1~:~:::,~ -~ J··•~-■• w target, • belflldle the oblf.iou and tlae 'duties vhioh 

Nat llf ~ ~ ;':~-• ot a floe• c~ '.,.\t/~ To pa• betan thia a1ooN 1i to 
:: .... :/: ,:.,.,: } ~: :, . : / •. '!, ·: ; • '. ' ~ ·\ 

r11111 tlw r11l11 ·-air deep senae ot oblig•tt•,· th• dutie■ that w Olll8 to thoN1·:;,tio ban 
f: . " ;; . ' ; .. ~. ' ,.· ' . ' ; . . ' .; : . 

. •••• aur "'-••·t, bl••nnc• po■aible. ·Illa abarity 11hioh w are ubd to ii•~:. the 
. ;, : . ; ... ,, ,._ ;, • ~- '.( . ·, :, .~ :· . ~· • ' :· ._;" •• ;;, .; 

1ood Olll- 11d:oh; w are uked to oh• ,,a, ··aa u l)D,t7 Hnioe vbloh w are •"iJced to 
: • :· J ' • ~ • "' f • ' • • 

. ' . ,. .. 
. q •. ' • 

te~ ,,;.-&ll the•· beo- the ea■ier ~ -- ~ f:lnd ... way to 11■111N11, to rtptellber 
t: !, •: l ,. : ' • ; •• • / ~ ' 'r' J\ p ,. •, 'I ~ ;_•, ~~ 

that ,,f.•• baab\e debtor• ot pnerati_. of: dedicated •n and vOMD 1fhiO bet..._ u 
. 7-·-· • • I "• 

1 ~ ·1 . ~ ' ' ... 
. . .. ' '• . . i ' t 

atood a t,he,_:tGNfrcl'lt in the tipt Ill t• bm,m treed• and aohiew~ ml 1u.ned tor 

u all.~ -.,:~ .. at that . b1-aS.q 1ddoh la aura~ Who an the ti d beNN who an 

• II 111-,&W in •• alceftt 0n tba left; mare1t th• Chapel doar atami• ••• 

'•· 

in I1r•l, awl'D of t-, ■vana ot tOlll, a MD •belond b7 .. 
~ ,, 

b11 o . • UfS.oar • ot ·Id.I· people. lleH• 1■ th• hao vho led tba t1ni Gut ot 
I • 
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lgy~. , • . is the hero vho led the tribe• aaroas the Jordan into the Premised Land. 

But 1n the. ·n.rat deoade• ot the conquest ot Palestine all vaa not euiq atta:Jned by 

th• J-. Here and there they wre able to establish scattered aettlementa. There 
. . 

•• at beat a loON oantiguration otJ'evia)l tribes bound together by a loyalty to one 
l , 

faith. ftlellft~ terrib~• plague inteated tbe J'ev.1.ah cClllllllDity. The Bible 1·1nn• it to 

a plap.e .. ot _ loouau, tor eaoh year at l,a-veat time wandering bands ot desert Bedouin■, 

Nid1111ite■, voald oroaa the Jordan, infest,_ the country, pillage the cropa, apoil the 

citiaa, oan, ott oaptiTea. The econ,cmic lite ot Israel vaa brought to a standstill. 
' 

There vu danger that thia •all, inaubatantial Jewish canmunity llight collapse ot ita 
... 

on ~~t. And fOI' aeven 7eara theae raids continued. Por seven year• the Arab 

bmda 1nt,ated the land and ravished the people and the countryaida. And just · as it 
~ ,, . 

appeared that Israel wuld collap• th:l.a haro, thia Gideon, aroN and rallied the 

aoattes-1 ~• .of Jen, dispirited thouib they wre to battle, met the"·' ·IIJl.delnitea in 
. . . J 

open ~t, ■battered their hosts, puraued tha aoroaa the Jordan, deed■•~. their ff 
fleeing troop■, : and brought .• great deliYerance unto our people. Ir it had not been 

. . 

for th•N fl.otorie■' Ier•l would not haTa been ••tabllahad. Juda:l.• would have died 

a-b--1nl, and that land in which the prophet■ would teach and the aagaa preach and 

the pa~na a1ng their 1..--i•hable meileapa ot faith in God would never have cane 

into bciag. f fh• oentral tip.re 1ri thi■ ~lnrate ot J'eviah hereea 11 that ot Sason, 
'·" ,.' .· ~ . . 
a d--.t ■L<Xll .. , a un of unbelieTable phyaioal prCMta■, a man who was called tree 

behind h:I.• p1.,· to :lead the •wpa[.of: :Jllt-1.agatn into oOlllbat. Several generationa 
' . . 

after Oideon, ·Iarael vu httlw eatabliahed. They had a republic ot J'niati tribes, 

the land· bad been pioneered and vu aalti~ated. But than a new threat ar~ from the 
' . . 

.t " 

wat. UnNlm 
. ' \ ; . 

· wre diapoaileaNd from. their anoeatral hcaa. They wre forced to Nek new land• in 

vld.ob to liw~ .And tiret th••• PhiliiitiDI■ ••Bht to inteat and innat the regions 

.-Olllld ~~ Illa,. thON 16rtile grain fta .·ao. moh ■Olllht after b7 all the peoples ot 
' . ~· ' • 

th• mar!· eut. But the Jlight ot the autal of the Ille, the ■ipt ~ the Pharoaha, 



. . 

was too much tor these hordes, and though army after army ot Philistines was thrown 

against the great cities of Egypt they could not prevail. The Philistine chiefs had 

to look elsewhere for a new country. Their eyes turned upon the coastlands of the 

eastern Mediterranean, upon Palestine. They began their operations around Des Gaza, 

and methodically, tcrcibl.y, ferociously they pushed ever inward, they compressed the 

Jeviah people back towards the Jordan. The might or their armour could hardly be con­

tained, The first band• ot the Jewish army which were sent agaiBst them were defeated 

in battle. And just when it seemed t.Qatnagain Israel• e star was about to set forever, 

just when it seemed that this new enemy would overrun the land and overwhelm the people 

and bring th• into perpetual, ete:.-!'llat·· •r'V:'.tude, Samson arose, and by unbelievable 
' teats ot phy-aiaal prowess set an example far the people, kindled their will to survive, 

rallied the scattered Jewish armies, blwtted the Philistine attack and ultimately 
I 

cont,ned it. And again deliverance was bnught for our people and again out of 

cataatrop~e hope vu bom. f The third_ figure is that ot Judah. Judah. the Maccabee, 

■oat f•i]4ar to us perhaps of all of these three because hi~ name is imperishably 

associated vi.th our Chanukah holiday. We must go down in history many centuries. In 

the third and second eenturies before the camnon era, the 11111all Jewish connunity of 

Palestine vu not a tree state. It was a vassal of the lel'Qid Greek-Syrian empire. , . . 

You will remellber that the gemral.a of Alexander the Great after his death divided up 

hie vast world conquests. Sel~s got tor himself what we call Greater Syri_a, 
... 

roughly Lebanon, Syria, the Tigris- Euphratesvalley and Palestine. For a century and 
J 

a bal t the Java ware under the rule or these kings. They had no freedom. They were 

aubjeot to terrible taxation. But at least their treedan ot worship, their-treedca 

ot faith~ allowed to th•• The Temple was kept open, prieata wre peJ'llitted to 

1>1Di.ter at the altar of God, the Levites praised God in song and in verse. And as 

long u tt 11daa ot faith was permitted the Jeva, the Jen though unhappy with their 

lot wre not restive with their fate. And then suddenly, in the year 16G: before the 

oe1111on era, the CJUrNDt Selukid king, Antiochus lpiphanes, decided that all the sane-
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tuariea under his _oormrol must be rededicated to his patron god., known to us only as 

leus 01.ympeis. His will vaa immediately obeyed. Soldiers established in the sacred 

sanctuary in Jerusalem an idol, an unbelievable · abcmination to the Jewish people, an 

idol of this Zeus Olymptus. They desecrated the altar. Pagan priests sang pagan 

hymns where once the one God vas worshipped in truth and in purity. The Jewish people 

could not stomach this affront to all that vas dear and sacred to them. It violated 

the second or their Ten Commandments, that no image must be set up in a sanctuary nor 

served nor bowed down unto. And under the leadership of Mattathias, prieat of Modin, 

under the leadership of his five sons of whom the most famous is that general and 

soldier without peer, Judah the Maccabee, the Jews rose up against these Syrian over­

lords and in three years manageq. to destroy their might, to tree the city ot Jerusalem, 

to repu.rify the sanctuary and to rededicate it to the service of God. Again in the 

moment when the holocaust of destruction was imminent Jewish valor, Jewish ocw-age, 

was able to bring ligh'· ·· ·.,~stead of darlmess. 

Consider these Jewish heroes. Consider all the great heroes,. known and nameless, 

who have cane after them. And I think that you will understand something of the 

secret of Jewish survival. We have survived as a people because somehow, by some 

mystique, w have always been able to BUJIIDlon from within ourselves at the crucial 

moments of our ~ men of courage, men of valor, men ot dedication who were able 

to throw themselves into .the breach, to stop the thrust ot the toe and to bring 

deliverance un·t:,o Israel. Some men fought on the battlefield, some men tought by an 

·intrepid resolution to maintain the sanctities or Jewish life. But however they 

fought, the long line of Israel's history was made possible because of the long, 

unbroken, continuous line of Jewish heroes who rose up for us and served us and 

.brought us unto, this day. Any vision, any ideal, any way ot life, 81J1"thing that ve 

hold to be sanctified, emu-ad and precious, can be passed on to the next generation 

only . it it can camnand the sacrificing support of the present generatim. If we 

want to keep a torch burning bright then we must tend its name zealously and sedu-



lously and see to it that it is passed on unextinguished to the next runner in the 

endless passing of the generations. To have i'ai th, to have a vision, to be willing 

to sacrifice for that faith and for that vision - this is the secret of survival. 

~ Our rabbis illustrated this truth· with an apt Midrash. They said that when God saw 

Adam and Eve driven out of the Garden of Eden, Ha lmew that they were in for a 

difficult time. Life would no longer be easy for them. And to make progress possible, 

to make it possible for them to attain the good life He gave them two rich gifts. In 

the one hand He placed the Torah - a vision, an ideal, a way of lif'e, a dedication to 

certain basic fundamental principles. In the other He put the sword - the means of 

achieving these principles. We must always be prepared to defend the right, but we 

must be conscious and aware that we are de.fending that which is right. A peop)a.AmiOh 

is conscious that it bears these two gifts ·together, bound together in one interwoven 

unity, is a people which will create nobility, courage, md find its heroes. It ia 

as it the nobleness of a cause brings out the nobility of a person's charac~r. Israel 

aurvi:v~d because its heroes were conscious not that they were fighting against certain 

enemies only - oh, they knew who their enemies were - but they survived because they 

ware fighting tor certain basic principles. Freedom to worship God. The freedom tor 
• - and 

all aen to live under a condition of :aq&1a1ity,/of liberty. Equal justice before the 

law. These and human brotherhood, tolerance, freedan ot speech, freedom of vcrship, 

freedom ot assembly - these were Israel's sacred ideals. It was not just one nation 

fighting .tor survival against another nation whose ideals and purposes and values 

hardly differed one iota from the other. It was because Judaism was dedicated to 

certain fundamental. human affirmations, divinely given, affirmations which Israel 

was conaci011a could not be submerged by tyranny and overwhelmed by the oppressor, 

Taluea which must be kept alive and kept bright and given to the succeeding gener­

ations. We muat know in the struggles ot lite not only the nature of our enemies, 

but the nature ot the values ve are dedicated to seirve. A people, a country, a group 
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which is 1U1aware of these basic values to which it is dedicated, which is unconscious 

of the reasons for which it is struggling, is not struggling nobly or courageously. 

I have had occasion to read rec~ntly a tragic docwnent. It is the official 

record canpiled by the D~partment or the Arm::f of the behavior of the seven thousand, 
. . 

one hundred and ninety American service-men who were captured by the COffllllUDiata 

durinP.: the Korean War and interned by- them. in prison camps. This document vu of 
j 

particular . interest to me. It was not only that· I had been given the privilege ot 

serving as a ·Chaplain during that war and in that particular area of struggle, but 

it was also because it was my privilege to be present in August and September of 1953 

at Panmunjon in Korea when the ~eturn and release or American service personnel which 

we now call Operation Big Svi tch was taking place. I still remember the long, dusty 

lines of American ambulances weaving their serpentine way between the Communist prison 

stockades and our own hastily assembled repatriation tents. I remember the battery of 

photographers and newsmen, the sacks or mail, the wll-vishing telegrams which awaited. 

I remember the medical care, the food which was prepared ror these men who for the 

first time, some or them, in upwards of three years were now standing on freedan'a 

soil. But I remember also observing even then that beside each man there walked a 

tight~lipped Intelligence Officer. Amazingly complete records were being taken of 

the history of these men under Comunist rule. I remember that many of rq friends 

who .~re psychiatrists had been dispatched to remain with these men and study them 

now that they were again tree. I remember the shock w:t th which all of us heard the 

news that some twenty-one American young men preferred to remain under Communist 

control rather than return to their families and to their country. We knew that 

something was wrong, and this newly released report or t~e Army tells us what took 

place. It seems that a large scale break-down of merale and discipline took place 

among our men under Canmunist control. The records are sad to read. You see in the 

lines an American sergeant who cold-bloodedly and callously toased two or his wounded 

compatriots out into the snow to die. You read time attar time of American able-bodied 
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young men marching back from the front lines to the camps, who refused to pause along 

the way to lend a hand to some wounded soldier who could not go the w~ alone. You 

read of food snatched by the able from the· vealc. You read of American prisoners con­

teasing talsely against their fellow-Americana to the Communists. You read ot an 

appallingly large number or men who signed propl6ganda leaflets and spoke on the enemy 
. People's Republic 

radio prop"5ganda for the "peace-loving/I ■r■ ot China" and against the "war-mongering 

capitalistic nation ot America". Within four days of the first involvement ot our 

troops in lorea, an American army officer was on the North Korean radio spewing forth 

such nonsenee. A sad tale of cowardice, wilfullness, venality. It makes saddening 

reading. Sane of us had an indication that all was not right in the p,n8on camps much 

' 
earlier in the war. We lmev that a large number of our personnel had appeared on 

• ~L✓ 

the Communist radio and were broadcasting back prop,eganda messages to ~merica. We 

knew also that some of the first returnees, individually repatriated at moments in 

the combat, had come back indoctrinated with Canmunist ideology. At first we were 

tempted to ascribe this to brain-washing, that terrible instrument ot tarture whereby 

through "truth drugs" or physical or psychological pressures the will of an individual 

is broken, hia character is destroyed and he ·becomes completely subordinated and 

subservient to the will of another. We knew that the CoDIIIIUllists had used such brain­

washing against their political prisoners and we knew also that the Horth Koreans and 

the Chinese had never signed the Geneva Conventim governing the cmtrol of prisoners 

ot war and so could not be expected to live up to this humane document. And so we 

asaumed, hopefully, that this was the oaaJ~ Unfortunately it ia not. Unfortunate~ 

the page after page ot this army document. t.ells us that brain-washing was not prac­

ticed against these troops - that one out of every three of our troops collaborated 

with the en8JIIY despite the lack of pressure brought upon him, that one out ot seven 

ot our teoopa committed acts that could be called treasonable against our government 

without physlcal pressures being exerted upon th•• Oh, they did not live ideal livea. 

Lite was crude, it was simple, it was elemental. They lacked the diet and the medical 
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care which we would give even to our rural sections of our country. But it you read 

the novel Andersonville, the prisoners who were treated there, the Union prisoners, 

controlled there by the Southern Army, were much Jw,k■c worse treated than many of the 

mlUl captured during the Korean War, and those of our servicemen who were captured by 

the Japanese in World War Two had a life indescribably, immeasurably more difficult 

than was the life of the prisoner of war in Korea. No pressures beyond that which 

might normally be expected seem to have been applied to these men. Yet this terrible 

record - a record never before developed in our history. We have had prisoners ot 

war captured in every combat in which we have been engaged, but always these men have 

been loyal and grimly heroic and patriotic to the nth degree. Always they have come 

back to the her~s I welcome which they deserved. This is the first occasion in all 

of the United States' history that a significant group of prisoners of •11;1' have turned 

collaborationist, that discipline has broken down in their camps, that they have 

refused to obey the orders of their superior and have in no vay canported themselves 

patriotically' and as men. To point up the contrast, we must read of the record of the 

some four hundred more Turkish prisoners c~ptured by the North Koreans and the Chinese. 

What a record - what a proud record it makes. Hot a single one or these soldiers ever 

signed a leaflet or spoke on the enel111' radio. Discipline never broke down in their 

camps. Whenever a man was wounded among them two of their able-bodied troops ,nmt vilm 

him to the hospital., nursed him around the clock till he was well. There was even 

apportionment and rationing or food in their camps. The same pressures, psychological 

and physical, were meted out to them as to our troops. But there is not a single known 

instance in which these troops were disloyal or weak or oollaborationiet. Hot a 

single inatance, where in our case mere than one out of three collaborated. They 

tailed - tailed us. On the basis ot this sad report the Army makes several rec:om.­

mendations. In the first place it saya that its own military training and the raising 

of our youth must be toughened. They found an unexpected softness among our young 

men. They found that they- were unprepared to cope with living out in the open. They 
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were trained to be people ot a nation sporting the high•st standard of living known 

in our world. They were told that they were the best equipped troops ever sent into 

the field. But when this equipnent was suddenly taken away from them they lacked the 

ingenuity, the ability, to fend for themselves and survive. And the Arrrry s~a that 

they are going to make plans to toughen up the training, to prepare these men the 

better to adapt themselves to primitive conditions. The second reconnendation which 

the Army m~es is this1 up till now they had made no preparation among these men as 

to the standards or their actions when captured. They had preferred to concentrate 

on training them to be soldiers. They had assumed that the eventuality of capture 

vaald never take place, and when it did, if' it did, the men would simply adapt them­

selves to the new situation. How the Army proposes, in its basic training, to acquaint 

the men with the standards or action, conduct, which will be expected of them i.f and 

when they are captured. But it is the final recommendation which intrigued me and 

impressed me the most. The Army hopes that every American tamily, every American 

clergyman and teacher, will help to acquaint the young people o.f our country with two 

things - first ot all with the difference in the Conmunist philosophy or life and our . 

own, am aecondl.1, to acquaint our young men and wanen again with old-fashioned 

morality, and those are the report's exact words• to give them a .firm love or the 

right and an abiding distaste ot the wrong. And I suggest here MN-- the Army is 

discovering again the wisdan of the Midraah to which I referred earlier, that to be 

prepared tor the battles of lite you must not only have the sword clasped firmly in 

one hand, but you must have certain basic principles, a faith, certain affirmations 

about lite ti~ in your other hand, in your heart, in your being. You must know not 

only the ·enemy against which you are .fi~ting, but the principles which you are 

defending, tor which you are willing to sacrifice yourself. There is a le~son here that 

£ .i*ahl1I ·pray. our politicians and our statesmen ;,a&t \alee to heart. Our American men 

have proven their strength and their courage on f'Vf'ry battle-field in every var in 
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which they have fought. "When our cause was just., then conquer we must". There is 

no question here or the basic willingness and ability of our young people to acquit 

themselves courageously and heroically and bravezy on the battlefields of life. What 

is in question here is whether they are made aware of the reasons tor which they must 

be willing to stake their lives and gamble their destiny. And these reasons in the 

Korean War in its earliest stages were certainly not made clear to us. Recall, 1:t 

you will, the spirit of that time. We became involved in a boundary dispute over an 

arbitrarily drawn line half the world away. We became involved almost before we knew 

it - only latterly did the United Nations lend a certain moral position to our involve­

ment. And at no time in the early stages of this fight was our government able to 

enunciate as Wilson had done in his lour¥f.ree•~, and as Roosevelt had done in the 

Atlantic Charter - at no time in the early etages of this campaign was our govemment 

able to make crystal-clear to us a rePJ.izat,:1.~.n or the principles for which our young 
, , 

men were fightingJ only later, as the war developed, did the rationale of this ccmbat 

come to the tare. And it is interesting to note that the largest proportion of 

collaborationists, or weak men, came among those who were captured in the first oon­

fused, chaotic months of fi~ting - men who did not know why they were in Korea, for 

when they were fighting, and tor what· 'they were fighting. Every canpromise -Klich we 

make with moral principle weakens our-moral fiber. Every time we canprtXld.se human 

decency tor oil or human dignity for baaes, every time we cmpaot with nations whose 

basic philosophy ie anathema to every principle which we religiously affirm, the 

young people or our nation are the mare confused. The spring fran which nows their 

strength, their willingness to serve :taithtully and patriotically thoir naticm, is 

dried up, and I am afraid that unless we make again crystal-clear the principl,a for 

which !merlca stands and by which ·America lives we can build :tor ourselves the 
f ' 

mightia'a~ arsenals ot 1'lissiles and o:t modern weapons of war ever assembled, · ·but in 

the end it will not avail us i:t our young men and young vomen have not the de:bermin­

atian, the courage, the will, to shoulder these weapons, God forbid; when necessary 
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take them with them into combat. This, I think, is the lesson in this Army report. 

It is an old lesson, but a lesson that I am afraid America has all too often forgotten 

in the last tew years. "Not by might, not by power alone, but by My spirit, saith the 

Lord, shall man prevail." 

Amen 
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