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THE UNCOMMONMESS OF THE COMMON MAN
A tribute to the memory of Abraham lincoln
Pebruary 9, 1958
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In the early 1940s the important Swedish export-import firm of Mitan
Europische Handels occupied a suite of offices in Stockholm next to that of our
financial attache of the American llbuly Raonl Wallenberg was, at thirty-two
years of age, thomutdhom of this company. Scion of an important
Swedish family, he had been trd.nod and educated in the best schools on the
Continent. His father and his grandfather won for him a place in Swedish
aristoocracy and a great future in thé business vorlq‘m predicted by all for
this bright, agreesble and affable young ma. The American financial attache,
Mr, Olsen, met Racul Wallenberg in the course of their business day. They became
friends. They found that they had interests in common in arts and arwtectm-e,
and they quickly became fast friends. By March of 194k the pendulum of battle

 begun Vokwwing towards the Alldes, Stalingrad and El Alemein and the Battle
of Britain had blunted thw sword of the Nazis and there was sure. hipe that
the day of final reckoning was not far off. But among the problqurlilodby
this turn of events one of the most serious was that of the plight of the cne-
half million Jouscof Sungary. The Hungarian government under Premier Horthy had
besn from the beginning a willing partner of the Axis. But it had not followed
ﬁolaimtainmmput It had not undertaken a campaign of mass
.Mudnlt mm«-mv. Three hundred thousand Jews still
remained in the capitol city of Budapest, several hundred thousand more were
soattered in cities around the countryside. The American and Alliod Jewish
commnities and the Allied govermments feared that in their frustration the

wreth of the Germans and of their Hungarian counterparts would be turned














































































