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Iba •■M11■1nt. "7 ,_ of the .t..-.ltary llld.oh n• OOPIPl'l•• tba lcm.et Union . . 

la tba wt 11Md.e8' of all Jadah Nttl1 IDU 1n lurope. The hlator, ot the 

-'tleala et the Jen in the llllld llbloh 1• nos part of the Scm.et IJD1cm 1a the 

wt tl•pa ot all the biatariea of Jen 1n lurape. In tbe third and tov\b 

oentwie• .,.. ta. a-an Bra, a ell Jenab 00 I _, tie• .... eatabliabed alODI 

the ■hare• et tbl leu o6 Ascw and the Blaot Sea. Thq were part f/6 tbe -~ 

Clletk aid Tlrld.ah ~11 1 1roe and •rahaat C] 1 mi tie• wbioh brmght oat tha t1aber 

and the flan and tba ld.neral• ot t.be auaaian interi.tr and••• th• an1Jabl• to 

tlil 11ec11,•r1Ma 111rld. n. biatory ot aettle■1a\ ot Jew 1n tbi• area 1a can­

naaa, b9' w laobd a p-eat deal of :lntw ntian u to tba polittsal eftld.a and 

aetiTS.tt. 96 tbe dlJ. llbat w do baw i• • illtenaiw pol1 1o ~teratUN diNoted 

aa•lDn tbe ffflll bJ the CNek and~ Onhoct• Cathol1o Chlll'oh centered 1n 

CaananUnapla. I• thi• literatUN, w,111DI aaah of ti. pol,Mdo 11teratun ot the 

-• 1• •ztaa-~ bittar and nvieU.o. !bl,_ an out11ated with all tne• ot 

bad ll&Fll'I. It 1• a wonder that .,, .. wuld belieft tbat auah appeal• would win 

__. t.be """11h people to the •tr. tilth•. But then 1• a reoard ot omatant 

w13S+.aat ld.aaionary actifl.\7 direoted bJ the Chvoh of lysantine againat the Jevilll - • 

• 1 a1\iN in the Blaok ha area t.- th• ftrat ten oentur1•• of Cbrinian •ld.•t-... 

· enoe. 'fban 1• • reaord al•• ot oomtant pnaob1na bJ the abbotta, bT tbe aana, 

bT tba prlena ot tha area to their ooape1at1.ana on Saner Smdq, Cbr1naa■ _,. 

and the 1•- in 11hioh the Jm .... aooaNCI ot alaen all the orllle• pa■11ble to 

■-• The reoord ot tb1• .U-Jftiah pol1,S• la a oannant .. 111 la•:l.an hiata17. 

It 1• ld\t111, and newr in all of the hllt.117 of U. 1111a1an Orthodmt Ohvoh vu 

'-" 111 e l1111d aa, of that tolarmt •11w ad let liw• philoaaplv which eld.n• 
r 
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betw•. ■o Mll1 of the aeot■ in tblt Western vorld. Perhaps part ot thi■ bittemeu 

ND be &trilnsed to a atartling and 1-a■nhat lhOCkl"I Nt-baok which the ,_ ad­

ld.ni■teNd to tha 1111.uionarie■ of the •vue faith•. It you r-llber, and I • au.re 

and fourth centurie1 ot th11 Era, 

'f.l•~•r1..,r .lul,lll'im horct.1 cle■oeaclecl trua the Steppe■ and the vaateland• ot oentral 

A~ apan ~• It en •p1re, and u thl7 approaahed the boundarie1 ot 11hat vu ona• 

the paat liap1N ot •--• llia■icnariea wre sent out, trcm Rcae, tram Antioch, traa 
. . 

CcnatanU.aople, to aonwrt, tbase tribe■-people, and al.moat to a tribe, tbeN 111■-

■ian~•• wre atrwly mooe•~• Al.moat to a tribe, either Ar7an Obrietianit-7 

or Orthod• Cbriatianit7 van the allegianoe ot these barbarians. But in tba Sth and 

6th oent.-1•• an illlpartant tribe nUlllbering IUll7 hundreds ot thau111da ot Buna de■-

oendld fraa the Steppe-land• ot lurape and eetablia~d a thftNlwa in the _..a in 

wbioh tha Yoll• tiwr pour• itaelt ·into th• Black Sea~ Thay oanquared and controlled 

noh ot llhat, i■ todq the Ukr•ine and the Crillla, and thi■ graup, JmOIID aa the 
to 

Kasaan, •trma- to bel.iew, ocu••rwd not/the tilth ot the Crou, nor to the nw 

and ~ fat th ot the Cre■aent, but, to the tat th ot the Tarah. In the year 71'0 

the lap•, tbe ldq of tbaN tribe■, a man naecl Yul•, oannrted to Juda1.•, he 

and the ro,-al. t 11q md the le--• ot all the tri1-■ and all the tribes-people, 

and until tha end ot lusar bi.Ro17, ■cn1t1• 1n the 11th oent1117, they remained 

fait~ and loyal to our tat.th. I• w do not knc,w 1&hat ■ade tbi• con'fttrsion 

poedble. fradition tell• u that the king convened at hi& court a ayapoaiua ot 

leader■ of all of the ta.th■ - an I■lmdc nl.ah, a Catholic prie■t, • Zoroutrian 

prieat and a ltabbi, and the arguaent■ ot the Rabbi wre so cmnnain1 that he and 

b1a people conwrted. lccncad.o and pGlitiaal hi■tarian■ look fa,- other and deeper 

..U..ee; and the, beline that aiw thi• people vu e1tabll■hed in a buffer zone 

Nlul1n tbe \vo p-eat Id li tary pOIMI'■ ot the dq, the Chri■tian ••• IIIP:ln centered 

~ c·onata1n1nop1e and the Ialaio ..,1n oentend 1n Bagdad and nue••~•• it va■ 
DIIIN., ,. ftnd a neutral Nligion in order that tha king llight bargain ■ucoe1■-

~ Nlwm tblN tvo vcrld P•••• But vhateY.- the reaaan, Chri■tian lli■aimU7 



aoti-d.t7 re•i'ftd a ahock:Jng 1etback in an area in which they had not hitherto been 

ohellen .. d, and they nenr torgaft the Jeva tor that setback. They cantinued in the 

lut to look at the Jen always u ·people vho might convert the believer and the non­

beliewr, who 11112'8 cmpeting with the■ actiwly in the missionary field, and they 

attached the Jew tor the• activities. .The Christian Church looked throughout the 

period of lasar dc,n1nat1an tor •an• ot overthrowing thia hated Jewish rule. Every 

tiae a local nobleman sought to rnolt against the Kaghan, they would support him, 

and finally in the 11th century the Church, plus the local lords of net, did succeed 

in overthroll:lng the laszars and destroying their rule. To do so the priests went to 
nperatitioua, 

the poor,/1lliterate farm folk in tha area and cmnnced them or a whole litany of 

lie■ about .the beliefs ot the Jews, the histories ot the Jews, the characteristics 

ot the ,_, the virtues and vices ot the Jeva. They poisoned the minds of the 

people, quite deliberately, quite cx,naciouaq, and this poisoned mind has remained 

a const111t •mg the peuantry and the aerie ot Ruaai:a to our own dq. Xief needed 

the '-• thia new kingdom which supplanted the ltazzars • . They represented the one 

literate ■1roblnt folk on vhail th-, could depend tar all the conmercial and middle­

o1- aotivitiea, but the Church cmtinued ita anti-Jewish and anti-Semitic policy, 

and a nev word vu added in the 79ar lll6 to the language ot the world - a Russian 
it vu 

1IOl'd - the WCll'd •pogr••• It •an• 11de■tructim•, tor/in that year, Baster Sunday, 

incited by Nnam• in their churchea by local priests the mob erupted and attacked 

the Jniah hOM• and aaa■aored the Jewish folk. And fran that year ot lll6 down to 

our own century there ia hardly a decade in which the Russian word "pogrca" has not 

pl-..,ed ita deadliest role against our people. Jeva remained, some Jm, in thia 

kingd0111 ot lief until that kingdom in turn by a new ncnadic barbarian grou.p, the 
to 

llangola, the wry people who .,.pt up/the gates of Vienna in 14S.3 and de■troyed the 

lysantine lapin and almost brought about the destruction ot Christian Europe. . 

Jm reuined in luasia,{ under the llangola, though w know very little &bent them. 

And then in the late lSth and earl.J 16th centuries a nev power began to denlq, 1n 

••••• oenteNd now no lcnger in the south in the Ukraine but centered in the 
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marshlands around what is today Moscow. There the lords of Muscovy began to get 

first a tentative and finally a complete independence of their Mongol overlords 

and began to extend bit by bit their rule - the rule of their Czars - over the 

Russian plains. And Jewish life played an interesting role in the very earliest 

years of the Muscovy rula, a role which we muat understand if we would understand 

the history or the Jewa in Ruasia under the •• and under the Soviets. Russia 
I 

has always had a deep strain of isolationist feeling. It has al.ways wanted to 

wr,p itself in itself and to prevent ideas from the outside world from coursing 

into the lite-blood and into the id.ndll of the Russian people. But in the early 

days of Muscovy there grew up in the capitol city a group of lay noble people who 

became convinced that only if Russia learned the science of the Greeks and the 

mathematics of the Persians and the philosophy ot the Arabs and ot the western 

European, only it they came abreast of the level of knowledge which was possible 

in their day could they establish a auccess.tul ld.ngdan. And these liberallsts or 

Western-minded noblemen, had~ one contact with the West, and that contact was 

through the rev Jewish merchants, who annually would sail in ships from the Low 

Co1D1tries and Germany across the Bal.tic Sea to Lithuania, to the city ot Novgorod, 

and there go overland to Moscow itself. They becane very much en•oured of the 

few Jewish •rchantmen, they represented a higher degree of culture, they were all 

literate, their religion seemed reascnable, their knowledge of Western wqs and 

Western philosophies and Vestern arts vu eagerly sought attar. And there grew up 

in Moscow in those dqs a group ot people vho were todqophiles, eager to meet, to 

contact, to live with the Jewish merchants, to learn all that they could ot Western 

v.,-a. S011l8 even went so tar as to convert to our Jewish tai th. But the tore•• ot 

iaolation, the t orces ot the Church, the forces ot the autocracy in Russia vould 

ba"le nothing ot these Western thoughts and Western war•• They saw tbea as a threat 

to all that they held dear. And thq accused and blamed the Jen tor having sub­

verted the minds ot these noblemen tram traditional. Russian feudal ways and opened 

their minds to such new Western ideas as liberty and justice and freedom and human 



dignity and the like. And if you will, the Church inaugurated a crusade both 

against the noble peoples who had Ren infected by this virus of Western ideas and 

against the Jewish tai th which was the agent ot this infection. The ~rd "Judaisn• 

became equated with the word "subvarsi ve" and it has remained such in the minds ot 

those who autocratically and isolationistical.ly rule Russia vi.th the hope that they 

can seal Russia ott trom all the ideall t liberty and the like which exist in the 

West. The Jew became the subversive. He must be exterpated. He must not be 

s.Jlowed to live among the Russian folk who might be infected unwittingly by the 

knowledge that he brings. And so this todayophile movement was crushed and blotted 

out and the stamp of the anti-Jewish movement which existed through~ut Russian 

Czarist days was set. They were anti-,Jewish because Judaism represented a dangeroua, 

not only theological~ dar ger, but philosophic and political danger. The Jew rep-. 
resented all the id.aals of ~_.. J ~ 7.: ..st.arn world of which we are so proud, and they 

would have no truck with these ideal a. How the easiest course would have been f <r 

the Russian CJ,ars as they e.stabli~hed their pC11er to exile the Jews, to simpq f're~ 

the land of' this contamination, but unfortunately the Russian political structure 

tor them made this iJllposaible. There wre the tew who ruled and the many who ·vere 

ruled, the tew vho wre literate and the many mo wre sunk in abyaamal ignorance 

and illiterac.,. There was no middle class, but the middle clasa white-collar ac-
ot .... 

tivities of government and/burocracy, ot education and of commerce had to be per-

formed and the Jn va1 the only perscm, the only grou.p in Russia, who was capable ot 

performing these functions. And so you find in the 18th century when those tanatic 

Czarinas ruled on the throne that they would one year decide to exile the Jewa, and 
had 

the Jews would no sooner be exiled than they ww■t4n••■ to be called back because 
would 

all Russian business Jaal dra~ to a standstill, could not exist, had it not been tar 

the talents of our people. But Russia vaa dedicated to the proposition that the 

Jews must be isolated, must be kept in separate areu, muat be kept tr011 contact 

with the Christian peuantr:, and the Christian nobility, and it possible a new group 
~ 

IIWlt be educated to t•e the place of the ,.,. in this middle class group, and so 

IUD it poa1ible tar the Jeva to be finally exiled. And then in one or these strange 
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occurrences of hiatcry, the very Russia which was interested in destroying the 

Jewish group and minimizing the number ot Jews who lived within her borders found 

herself because other territorial gairsin the late 18th century, the master ot the 

largest single Jewish population in the world. You remember that in the 1770s and 

the 1790& Austria-Hungary, Prussia and Ruaeia three ti.mas dismembered the kingdan 

ot Poland. How the cenliers of Jewish population in Poland were precisely in those 

eaatern provinces which Ruasia swallowd up 1n her eagerness fer new lands. J. 

million Jews, probably a third to s. fourth ot all the Jews who then lived in Europe, 

became citizens, if you can call it that, of the Rus_sian state. And Russia in the 

17908 was faced with a new and unexpected problem. Her answeri to delimit the Java 

to a narrow, provincial area, the sroa of settlement in these eastern provinces, to 

not allow tne Jew to travel from the Pale of the lettlement as it was called, into 

Russia proper, to take the J-:..~;s ,~:1c. existed in Russia proper who were not essential 

to the government and to r orce them also to 11 w in thi■ Pale of the Settlement. And 

so they drew a line on the map, and they said that hencetcrth all Jws must live in 
. . 

this area, the largest provincial ghetto that the world has ever seen established. 

And the Jews were crolftled into this rather primitive and backward part ot the country. 

There vaa not enough occupation or wealth there to allow every man to be gainfully 

employed. It is estimated that trom the year 1790 to the year 1900 some thirty to 

forty percent of the Jewish population in this area could not find mere subsistance 

living. The 19th century was for the Russian people a troubled time. They knew 

that the autocracy, the dictatorship, ot the Czars based on ruthlessness and 

despotism could not last. Some ot the Czars even attempted reforms of this &7stem, 

but every time that a reform was attempted the depth of the need tor reform was 

revealed and r ew among the ruling class were willing to go tar enough 1n order t o 

establish acme sort ot constitutional monarch1°• During the ear~ years ot the 

centtry there seemed to be some hope that the many restrictions against the JewJ in 

oocupatian, 1n location and the like would be lifted. Jews thronged wherever they 

wre permitted. Sane went to the universities, some were allowed to live finally 



in Petrograd and in Moscow and St. Petersburg. But fer the most part the bulk of 

the Jews continued to live 1n this border area between Poland and Ruaaia in the 

Pale or Settlement, and suf'ter there. But the little bit of toleration which the 

Jews raceived in the first half of the 19th century al.lowed an etfiorescenoe ot 

Jewish culture which is interesting as to the areas into which it developed. In 

the first place there grew up not a desire far a liberalized faith, but a desire to 

Hebr&i.ze the taith. There grew up the Haakalah movement, the Enlightenment movement, 

airong the Jews 1n this Pale of the Settlement. They decided to revert to the 

language of their fathers, to speak Hebrew rather thm Yiddish, to write in Hebrew, 

to express themselves in the pure language of the Bible. They began to research 

Jewish history, to put it on a scientific basis. Thay retained their orthodCJ11, 

but they began to make it a critical study. Now with the genius born of centuries 

ot persecution, thes& people also realized I think that there vaa little hope for 

any permanent solution of the Russian problm. ind so they channeled their political 

activities not so much to a reform of the government which wa■ bearing down on thaa 

but rather towards Israel, towards Zion, towards the reestablishment ot the Jewish 

State. And it is important to remember that the first rebuilders, the first 

pioneers, the first resettlers ot Zion wre Russian Jevs, •mber~ ot the 

members of the movement, young university students who despaired 

of ever achieving in Russia the kind ot political state which was being achieved in 

the West, and who saw in the reeatablishllent of ids a Jewish State in freedom the 

onlJ hope or the people. And the senti•nta which these young people began in the 

1840s and the 1860s have lasted in Israel to this day, and their descendants are 

a11011g the first citizens of Israel in our d&J. Zionism represented to thea the 

hope ot the future, and they were right, because when the Czar Alexander the 2nd 

vu murdered in the year 1880 the torcea ot reacticm. sprang out again in Russia. 

They said, "Look. Look where all your reforms have led you. They have gotten you 

only the desire on the people tcr more rights than w can give the•". And the Java 

of courN wre made the suttenra beyond all others. In the year 1881 in lisbnev 

, 
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and elsewhere pogroma broke out. Par the next forty years these pogroma continued 

intermittentq. In the year 1881, 118 Jevish ccmmuni.ties vere sacked. In the year 

1882, 412. In the year 1883, 61. So goes the rule. In 1882 the Russian gowrnment 

announced a nev series ot regulation• directed against the Jews - the int&11oua May 

lava. These May lava restricted the Pale ot the Settlement even more than it had 

been drawn in the da,s ot the 1790•, and it said that Jews can no longer study in 

our universities and they can no l<Xlger except with special permit live in our 

capitol cities. They must return to the villages, leave the towns. They muat be 

taken out of all gainful occupation and made to live among theaaelves as best they 

can. And the Jews suffered under these Mq laws terribly, and the great aigration 

ot Jews rrcm Russia and westward to our own coun~ began ,4th the 1880a, aa you 

wll knov. In the 1890& there grew up a the intanoua "Black Bwldredl", bands ot 

aristocratic rowdies, who 1111 pillaged am plundered and ldlled at will. Thousands 

upon thousands of our people wre iapaled by their bnJJeta and their lances without 

one succeaatul appeal tar satet:, and Hourit7 to the Russian police. It vaa in these 

infamous years that the Ru11ian llin11ter gave his famous tanmla 

tor the solution to the Jewish problem - "1/3 emigration, 1/3 ccnversion, l/3 star-

vaticn•, and it vaa in those :,ears that , another ot the Russian Ministers, 

acti'Y9ly conspired to aet up the• intaous pcgrcu in city after cit:,, his bape1. 

thereby to make thea Judenrein, to destroy and kilJ the Jeva. His program vu 

fiendish aa that of Bitler himaelt. And ot course the mind or the comnaon ~ople va1 

conatantly being poisoned bJ' priests and m-istoarata alike, and it is no wonder that 

there is a tremendous residue ot anti-Jewish hate among those who have never had a 

chance to lmow any better. Then came the War, and for a mile it •-d that per­

haps the blackness of midnight would be relieved 07 the dawn ot a new dq. The 

.rev, suffered terribly in the lirat Warld War, tor it vu prea1Nly that Pale ot the 

S.ttleaent between Prussia and Poland and Ruaaia which •• the battlefield of the 

var. Thlir c011111UDitiea were caught- wtwen the oppolling armies, and each, when it 

vaa defeated, in it• frustration turned and pillaged the Jewish community. But then 

in 1917 tit1•JJ7 the yoke ot the Czars waa broken. The provi~ional government ot 



Mr. Korensky was fonnad, and the day it was farmed it amounced the lifting of all 

previous restrictions which had troubled the Jewish canmunity. Jews were now tree 

to live ~wheres in Russia, to engage in any occupation they desired, to attend 

any school and the like. For four months, live months, the star of the Jewish 

community seemed on the ascendant, and then &a vs well know a new revolution shook 

Russia. Autocracy, despotism was reimposed upon the Russian people in the form ot 

Bolshevism. How fared the Jews under the Bolsheviks? The Bolsheviks announced in 

a declaration of the rights of the Russian people shortly after they asswaed power, 

that antisemitism was a crime against the State. They too continued to litt all 

the restriction• which had previously existed under the Czars against the Jews. 

There was hope. There was hope thr .. t with the lifting of these restrictions, -with 

the proscribing of antisemitism &s a form of governmental policy the Jew might 

seriously find a place tor hil.ise:..r under tm Russian sun. And even the terrible 

atf lictions of the Javis h commmi ty during the wars ot the 1919 s and 1920s, when 

the White Russians and the lirdgres and the Ukrainian nationalists rose up in 

rebellion against these new Bolshevik lords and to a man accused the Jews or being 

• the instigators o.t the new revolution and wreaked their wrath upon the Jewish 

comnnm.it:,, even despite these terrible ravages ot Jewry, there seened to be hope. 

And in the 19201, it must be said, that the luasian government was consistent in 

not permitting overt antisemitic activity. Ir they found such activity in an 

industrial combina, 1n an agricultural soviet, wherever it might be, they exterpated 

it, they proscribed the •n or man who were tollovJ.ng such a policy. The West INl8 

11uch impressed by this official anti-antisemitism~ and as late as 1939 the Arch­

bishop ot CanterbU17, Hewitt Johnson, the so-called Red Dean, wrote in a book, "The 

eternal problem of the world, the Jewish problem, the Scwiet Union alone has 
are 

solved that problem". But what af the .tacts? We who lived in the West, w Jfft18 

llho lived in the West, knew that when the restricticns against our enjoyaent of 

ecpal citizenship had been lifted we did enjor a great new da:,. We were allowed 

to enter all proteaaianal and political activity and our faith was encouraged, or 
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at least tolerated, along with all other faiths. But we must remember that 

Bolahevi• is baaed on a religious faith ot its own, and that faith is atheistic. 

It holds that all the traditional. religions of the world are subvaraive to the 

laboring man, · that all the traditional religions of the world, so it is clai•d, 

aubnrt his attention from his 1-ediate ecmcmic needs, prevent him ti-an being 

the true soldier of the proletariat that he should be, prevent him fran crying out 

against the many o~easiona and the yoke which surrounds him and which beats him 

don. Russia in 1920 created the League of Militant Atheists and went and began an 

intensive campaign to reeducate the religious in its people, to convince them that 

religim was hokum and a fraud, and they should rather put their trust in econcm.c 

materialism or Conmunism. And this campaign of the Soviets vas wry intelligently' 

~lanned. They aav that the one way u which a religion has of contin1dng itself 
'i:~ 
is it it ia given the opportunity ot educating the young, and so the Soviets very 

wisely ■eparated the school frm the aynagogua, tha school trm the church. And 

they said, "From nov on no religioua leader vill be allowed to tuch the young. Ho 

aynagogue will be allowed to have its own schools. All must be educated secularly 

in school■ which will of course teach the Communist doctrine. But more important 

than this, only it a father wants directly to teach his s<m or his daughter matters 

ot faith can these be taught. Any man 11ho as an official ot a religion preaches or 

prapragatea or teaches that religion ia guilty - guilty of a crime against our new 

State.• And the Jews, recognizing that educaticn has the highest priority in the 

exi1tenoe and the continuance of our people, created in Russia in the 1920• as a 

counter to this threat an underground ayatem ot education - underground Chedera, 

undergrowid Talmud Tc.rahs and underground Yeshivahs - and most ot the religious 

teachers, the Melamud.1Jll1 the Rabbis, became night watchmen. They would get a job 

as the night watchman of sane important public building, and at night th97 would 

wlcane their classes and hold forth. But ot course many vere not being reached and 

all thia vas being carried out aurreptitioualy and I t • I • I in secrecy and at great 

personal danger. And with the rise ot St4in beginning in 1928 and especially in 
. 

the earq 19J)s th18 underground religious education was no longer tolerated. Its 
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teachers wre sought out, exterpated or em.led. The whole system vaa shattered. 

From about 1930-32 to our dq the two million or two and a halt millian Jew• of 

Ruaaia had no way in which to educate in our faith the religion ot the youth. What 

results had this brought about? Oh, the Russians can still point the fact that in 

Moscow and 1n Leningrad and elsewhere there are open synagogues. The Rabbis and 

Jevieh leaders who were able to visit Ruasia in the days 1.mediately after the death 

ot Stalin report that you see there the very ■wc\1 old and the very, very young. 

The youth seems there no more. One man even reported that he was called over by an 

elder ot the community who was much impressed by his visit and he was shown a 13, 14 

year old bay, and very much as an American parent might show oft the lad he uked 

the bay, "Nov show this Rabbi from America what you know." And this 13 and 14 year 

old, who was coooeived to know so much, was barely able to recite the Shema. There 

has then been in Russia, in forty years of Soviet dadnation, a constant attack, 

insidious, covert and overt, against the very life-blood on which Judaism or any 

faith is based. They let the elders continue in their faith, they realise that 

they are tainted, but the you.ng they strip of their faith. They educate in their 

way-a. Now 1n Russia, the Jews presented in the early days ot the Soviet, a very 

difficult econOlllic problem. They had had no gainful employment as such, many of 

them, in the Pale of the Settlement. The skills ot the Jews ware traditional 

mid<ll.e-clasa aldlJa, white collar ek1JJ ■, and a Russia which was concerned with the 

farmer, the agriculturalist and the working class seemed to have little concern, 

inualdiate concern, for the middle class talents ot the Jews. Now maiy Jews, or 

people ot Jewish descent, did find their way into the Burocracy. For many then 

wre years in the 1920s and 19.30s of economic difficulty and straitened circwutances. 

It 11 estimated that in 1920 less than thirty percent ot the Jewa of Russia were 

gainfully employed and in 19.30 less than SO percent. One Russian attempt as a 

. solution of this problem was to make of the Jew a farmer. To this end, many agri­

oultural soviets and artela were created in pioneer areas of the country and Jews 

wre encouraged to settle there and to till the land. Now the Jew when he wants to 
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can become a faraer. The experience of Israel has sha,n that amply. But in 

Russia, under Russian pressure, they resisted this attempt, and though by 19.30 

a quarter of a million Jews were settled on these tarma, the number has since then 

a.trophied and dim:I n1.shed consistently. The experiment or creating farms tor Java 

in Russia has been a disastrous om • Perhaps its moat tanoua attempt was the 

attempt to create in Birobijan a Jewish farm province or settlement, 

perhaps a semi-autonomous settlement. This ""8 part ot the Russian economic solu­

tion to the Jewish problem but it became something much more. We remember that in 

the 1920a Birobijan was seriously set out as answer to the establishment of a 

Jewish State in Palestine. Rather, it was said, let the Jews go to this independent 

Soviet Jewish camnunity in Birobijan which exists at the far end ot Siberia near 

Manchuria. There they can have their treedan. There they can settle in peace. 

And we saw that extreme enameling of the American capitalists, Jewish capitalists, 

financing the establishment of a agriculatural Jewish Soviet :bl near Manchuria 

&imply out ot their hate ot the idea ot the establishment ot a Jewish hme in 

Palestine. Well, this too failed, this attempt at Birobijan, and about all that 

can be said about the economic solution to the Jewish problem in Russia is that the 

Jeva with their usual high rate of literacy have gone into the professions, have 

gone into the sciences, have gone into government, have gone into the bureaucracy 
I 

as much a.a it has been permitted the■ and they erlat there to this day. For this 

emphasis of the Jew upon middle class acti v.ltjea has redounded to his hurt. When 

Stalin came into power he created in Russia more or a nationalistic state than th• 

internationalistic center ot world revolution which Lenin had envisaged. Stal.in 

was concerned with making the Russian people united, strong against possible 

external enemies, and to this end he began to play up all the traditional prejudice■ 

am hatreds and enmities of the Russian people. And there ia a ccmstant purpose 

which can be discerned in Stalin• s activities. From the famous "Purge Trials" of 

19.36 and 19.38 through the "Doctors Trials" and the Slansky trials of 1951 and 52, 

which aims at purging the Russian bureaucracy ot those people of Jewish descent 
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vho still remained there. First the highest echelons or govemment were made 

Judenre1n~ ~e or men or Jewish descent, even though, being Conmnmist, they had 

long since denied any faith in the religion of their fathers. This has been 

constant. We have a classic example in the early '50s ot a purge or Soviet Yiddish 

writers, men impeccabq pro-Stalinist, the men who were purged simply because they 

represented the Jew, and the Jw to the Stalinist, to this new Russim nationalist, 

represented again what he had re~sented • to the Church and to the Csar two and 

three hundred years before. The posaibilit,' ot conlamination through c08lllopolitanin, 

through what he calls international Zionism, lrJ which they mean simply that he 

might, be the agent in which thtl vi!"-18 ~! 1 nt.ernational ideas, of Western ideas of 

liberalism might come and i!lfect the Soviet Union. Unde1~ Stal.in the Jews tared ill. 

He ordered that they must retain in their passport, camnunist and non-caamunist, 

believer and atheist alike, the stamp •Jew". And those who bear this stamp bear 

many discriminations, though these are not spoken ot otticially. And finally, 

tracing the history ot the Jeva in the Soviet Union, thP. s,,v1et Union has al.ways 

been anti-Zionist. As early aa 1913 Stalin spoke of Zionism as an "agency of 

boargi.1:e imperialism•, by which they really mean that Zionism canmands loyalties 

not of ~ econanic nature, and which an economic materialistic state cannot canpre­

h6nd e..~d with which it cannot deal. They have been theoretically consistent in 

their anti-Zionism. Indeed, when thq want to attack a Jew, they don't attack him 

for being Jewish - thie would make them seem nntiaemitic - rather they attack him 

for being an agent or the Zionist or an agent of ~ what they called the "Joint 

Distribution Committee", the agency of relief throughout that part ot the world. 

Zionism was attacked and is attacked and is being attacked, especially now that 

Russia sees a · chance to gain entry into the rich oil fields of the Arab world. But 

let this always be remembered - as a classic exanple of the real.imr, and the ftrac­

ticalism. of the Russian dictatorship, that in 1948, when Israel was being discussed 

betm-e the United Rations, betore there was a Stat,e of Israel, :S.t waa only because 

Russia threw her whole weight behind the establishment or the State, and it was 

cmly becauae llusaia allowed her Czech satellite to send arms to this incipient 



State, that it was possible for Israel to cme into bei~. Then Russia aaw a 

chance to turn the tail of the British lion and make her roar. She r.iade it possible 

tar Israel to cane into being, now she ar~s long and loud against her existence, 

and perhaps it she had her iway she would wipe her ott the map tor an easy sop to 
I' 

throw to the Arab states. •1But then she was not so willing. A dictatm-ship is 
I'' 

concerned with ilanediate advantage, and none of us should judge dictatorship by 

the them-iea that they pr<flaim er the philosophies which they seem to espouse. 
11 . . 
i • 

They are much more hard h,•ded than that. 

How ·what or Russia t~ay? In 1953, with the death or Stalin, it aeemed that 
I • I 
I\ ~ 

-, might be entering into ~ new era. Rabbis were allowed to visit Russia. Jewish 

diplcaats trcm all over the\,vorld vere anled to cane there. The Israelis weN 
i 

allowed to reestablish diplomatic relationships which had been broken off. The 

Israeli youth were allowed to attend the various Youth Congresses which had taken 

place. They even allowed the Rabbi in Moscow to pllbllah a little "luach", a little 

Jewish calendar, the first Jewish religious wcrk to be published in Russia in 

forty years. There seemed to be some hope that Russia might be moving aw~ !ran 

the covert antisemitism which ~ being practiced unler Stalin. But it has not 

materialized. I have betore me, and I would like to read to you, part of a report 

llhich was sent to me a week or two ago, ccmpiled from first hand accounts ot 

Russia by thorough read:1ng of the Russian press as to the state of the Jews 1n the 

Soviets 

"The abandonment and, at least partial, condemnation of Staliniam by the 
new masters or the Soviet Uni011 vaa expected to mark also a change in their 
attitude toward the Jew. These hopes have not materialized. True, the 
Jewish writers who had been aneated and deported were returned, if they 
were still alive, but with no tantare. 

Today there exists an unwritten numerus clausus tar Jews in the administra­
tion and universities. Their applications for appointments are limited. 
One reportedly hears of anti-Semitic insults and excesses in many market­
places, in public transportation, 1n the queues in front ot tood stares, 
of preference for non-Jewish workmen and employees in Soviet taotorie s. 
There is, at any rate, no evidence that the ~ernaent acts to canbat these 
anti-Bemi tic tendencies. It would seem, on the contrary, that the discri­
mination stems tran the heads ot the Soviet Union themselves.• 



.,, 
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And parenthetically, it ie interesti~ that in 19S3 and S4, while Mr. Dmuahev 

and C011p&J\Y wre condemning the many arrars of Stal.1n1a, t~ neftr onoe conde1111ed 

hie anti-Jewish attitude. It was one of his evils llhich they passed over with 

absolute silence. 

"Khrushchev expressed his attitude toward the Jews to a visiting French 
Socialist delegation by e•ing that Jews had been empl07ed in high offices 
1n the Soviet Union because there had not been enough Russian intellectuals, 
bu1J at present there were enough of the latter and, therefore, the JfJV8 

were not now needed. A similq viev was expresaed to a Canadian delegaticn 
in Moeoov by another high r~ Soviet leaders Jews have to make way fer 
tlw local intelligentsia in the various repulllca because the majority 
pc,pulation demands that the adnd.nietratian be iri the hands of perema ot 
its own race and not •in the hands or strangers" •. ·• 

For even the Jew who denied his tai th am sought refuge in the Camnunist Party, evan 

he bears eternally the stig111a of his ancestry. 

•The attitude of Khrushchev toward the Jev aa such is best characterized by 
SOIi& ot the etate•nts which he •de to J. B. Salsberg, a Canadian Jewish 
CGIIDIUDi■tJ they were reproduced in one or the Canadian papers. lhruschev 
said •he had agreed with Stalin that thi Crilllea, vhich was without inhabi­
tants at the end of the war, should not be· set aside as a center for Jewish 
calanisation because, in the e-. I .Jdt var, it would be turned into a theater 
ot war ifainst the Soviet Union." Be also stressed that ot the thousands 
of San.e toiiriata abroad, the three who had not returnee! were J-. A 
anear on the Jews in another respect, was his atateaent :that after the 
'litiiration• of Csernc,i,1,t1, which fa in norlhern Bucorlna, the streets 
were dirtyJ and when the Jewe vere asked why the street• wre not being 
cleaned, they answered that the non-Jewish part of the populaticn which 
took care ot this work, had n..d the ciq. 

•TH• tendenoe to obliterate Jewish identit7 ia renected 1n the reoentq 
1)111,llahed paphlet entitled lational Traditioni ot the PeoJ>l•• ot the Soviet 
t1n1011, in which the heroes iJt Uie !'ovlet were enUJ1&rated aooord!iig f,o their 
nationality. There wre practically all nationalities, awn the moet tin•, 
but no mention -ot JewsJ these were hidden aider •other nationalities••" 

even though a s111d l v report made imnediately after the var listed 379 Jeviab 
ot 

heroes, the third largest number of heroe■ ill any· Soviet Republic. 

•It took the Soviet Government one and a half years to CCII& out with a 
denial ot Jewish persecutim• • • • 

u was the charge that the Soviet had prevented the Jev1 1n the ~al• or the ~tle­

•nt during the ,ears ot Hitler's advance tran retreating into Ruaaia and tindina 

there retup. ~ On DeceJlber 18, 1957, radio Moscow branded such report■ u the worst 

lie■ yet invented against the Soviet system. According t _o this broadCMt, moreover, 
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synagogues are working in the USSl, books of Jewish writers are being 
published, but only in Russian; and the writer Ilya Ehrenburg, the famoua 
Soviet violinist David Oistrakh, the pianist Emil Gil.tels and thousands 
ot other artists are looked up to and respected, and they are Jews." 

"The reaction• 1 this report continues, •to the participation by Israeli youth in 

the Festival or Youth which was held last year is that mare than half of those vho 

aaw tit to entertain these Israeli youth are now today languishing in Siberian 

concentration canps. • 

"It may have been no accident (it continues) that in October, 1957, three 
illlportant Soviet papers published articles on Israel, articles obviouazy 
not intended for consumption outside the Soviet. These articles were 
entitled •The Fables ot the Israeli Liars and Their Victims", allegedly 
based on letters received fror.i Israel. 

These artieJes describe the 'situation' in Israel, explaining that jackels 
besiege -the doorsteps ot settlersJ that there is not sutticient tood or 
wcrkJ that education and medical services are a real terrorJ that irrecon­
cilable enmity reigns betwan Western am Oriental Jews, and so on. One 
paper counseled "Get the word Israel out of your head". The letters carried 
no names and only initials -- the explanation being given that the writers, 
who still 11 ved in Israel, teared t or their satety. • 

Russia has ccntinued in the last five years its attack a1 the Jewish religion as 

auch. It has continued it despite the tact that it has lessened its attack on the 

orthodox religion and on Ialan. In an official publication in 1957, a writer wrote, 

"Judaism cultivates the ideology or the 'exclusiveness• of the Jew. It 
sanctities national. dinrsity and hatred of diaaentera. All rites and 
teetivals of the Jewish religion are calculated with a view to directing 
the believers to the 'Land of their rathera•, to the 'Holy Lam' -- and, 
thue, divert them fran loyalty to the Mother State. Judaism is being used 
by the Jewish bourgeois - nationaliata - the Zionists - in order to prove 
the •unity or the Jewish nation' and to propagate the 'class collaboration• 
of all Jews.• 

It undermines the loyalty ot the Jew to the Soviet Sute. 

What of the future? No one can say that it is bright. Estimates varr that 

tod.,- there are existing in Russia 1,800,000 Ju• and 3,000,000 Java. rev of the 

,_ aotiveq participate in their faith. The Soviet Union has set up its work 

wet ao that observance ot the Sabbath is an 1.Jlpoaaibility. It baa made every 

attanpt to male attendanoe at worship an iapoe1ibili't7. Fev of the young have any 

education in the r a1 th of their f atbera • But aa the virulenoe ot the attack on 

Ziani•, I think, ahova, there must still be in the heart ot many ot these people 
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a realization that Bolshevi• does not represent tor them, certainly perhaps not 

tor Russia, a .final aooeptable anawr. There must be, untrained, deep dCJlffl in 

their hearts, some deep band ot loyalty to their faith and their people. You 

cannot simply eradicate the love of ~od trom a man's heart by der¢.ng hill a know­

ledge or the hiatcry ot his people. A love may be there nevertheless. We do not 

knov what further terrors theae people will have to suffer. They are distinguished 

in their passport as a separate nationality. They are obviou&zy being held up in 

traditional Russian manner as the alien, the stranger, hence the subversive, a man 

who is dangerOWJ. We need to pray tor the safety ot these people. There is very 

little else that we can do tor them. Emigration is not open to th•. The Soviet 

is zealous to win their souls. But as the Psalm which I read to you this morning 

reminds uaa kingdoms and dictatorships are the creation of •n. Men come, and 

men die. nngdoms arise and even Soviets collapse. And there may yet cme a day 

when the rule of God will be established on earth and ve 1411 be reminded onoe 

agai.na Soviets and dictatorships and the like are the works ot men and hence 

t•poral, capable ot coming to their well-merited arid . 
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I I • TH3 ~\'(I SH SCEl:E 

1. The Jeuish Position in General 

{ The abandonment and, vt least !)nrtial, condennation of Stalinism by the neu 

masters of the Soviet Union uns expected to mark also a change in their atti+ 1lde 

toward tho Jet.,/. These hopes have not materialized. Tru.e, the Je,·,ish nri tars 

rrho had been arrested a.nd deported uere returned, if they \1ere still o.li ve, but 

with no fanfare.. 
·. ,Lp) 

1'W"-1
- l There el:ists an unuri tten nwnerus clausus for Je,:,s in the administration 

~b ( ~. '-'., t-tif\t~ /tt \ ... P1.• ._t~'tH t( , C ,l,u,, . lt,ui.-L ::-,,I 
and universities~ One reportedly he~h of anti-Sbmitic insults and excesses in 

I ~~yf:c f 1111
//' , ..._ 

(f}'tflA-v
1
,../ markot places, in public &;, en, in~queues in front of food stores, 01' pre-
J . i~1W►<' ~ 

ference for non-Je·.-:ish uorionen ancl employees~ f _ere is, nt any rate, no evidence 

that the Government acts to combat theA"a'nti-Semitic tendencies. It uould seem, 

on the contrary, that the discrimination stems from the heods of the Soviet Union 

themselves. 

/ Khrushchev expressed his ~ttitude touar d the J ens to a visiting French 

Socialist delegation ~ saying that Je':7s hod been employed in high offices in 

the Soviet Union because there had not been enough Russian intellectuals, but 

at present there ~ere eno\li;h of the latter and, therefore, the Je~s nere not 
:; 

p 'noeded ~,.,,, A similar view \1as e~ressed to a Canadian delegc.tion in 1.;oscot1 by 

another high rc.nking Soviet leader: Je,::a have to mal:e uay for the local intel­
poJ,ulati on 

ligentsia in the various republics because the majori ty /demonds that the admi-
' o rl ''--<4- a:t..,L J.~,tu.,,v 

•;atra~ positi0D1 be in the hands of persons of its onn ruce and not in ,h&t 

of -11 atra.Ili;era. ll l•ime. Fu.rtseva, the top-r~·nkine; rroman in the Soviet Union, con­

firmed that Je·.·• r,ere dismissed from certain-po1i tions in the adminiatr:-.tion be­

cause. they conat1t~ted too high a proportion there. 

/ The atti tu.de of lhru.lhchev to'1ard the Je-. .-, as au.ch is beat characterized by 

aome of the atatementa nhich ha cade to J .]3-.tinlaberg (a Canadian Je,·.•ish Commu-
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"v'b · ~ , 

nist); they ":Tere reproduced in "the· (Canadian) ~tt(and the (l~e\"I York) 
t ' 

Morning Freiheit,, both ColllDlwiist publication~ Khrushchev so.id, i• ~-, 1:nec, he 

had agreed ui th StE:.lin that the Crimea , ,.-:-hich nas •:1i thout inhcbi tan ts at the end 

of the nar, should not be set aside as a center for Jenish colonization becnuse, 

in the event of ,.1ar, 1 t ttould be turned into a theatre of nar against the Soviet ,, 
Union. Re a lso stressed that of the thousands of Soviet tourists abroad, the 

three ·.:ho had not returned '.7ere Je":1s. A smear on the Jens in anothei: respect 
) JJ...i. ' .._ I. v.J 

':lets his statement that after the II li beration11 of Czernoni tz ·'{N~rthern Bucovina) 

the streets 1.1ere dirty;.<nhen the Jens nere asked r:hy the streets nere not being 

cleaned, they ansnered that the non-Jer;ish part of the population ·.-:rhich took cure 

of this ~ork, had fled the city. 

The tendoncy to obli tero.te ~ Je·:.1i sh identity is reflected, .!•J!·, in the 

recently published I,r.mphlet ~ ~ha ifereesov,~i tled i~ntional Trndi tions of the 

Peoples of th!! Soviet Union, in ,1hich the heroes of the Soviet ~n1on t:ere enume­

rated according to their nationality. There uere practically all nctionalities, 
• h 1

' It / l t,1,<-'f \ A.,,i -
even the' l~omii3, 1~iariis, the Kirghiz.) but no mentio,n of Jerrs; they nere hidden 

among "other nationalities." /-ihen the figures were given immediately after the 

\7ar, Jer:s, \'Ii th 379, ro.nked third ( after the Great Russians and Ukrainians, and 

oven before the Byelorussians). 

f It took the Soviet Government one and a half years (..aiaee ~e .XX Ct>ag:.:eR) to 

come out ,.:i th a denio.l of Jerlish persecution. On December 18, 1~57, Radio l\,oscon 

branded such reports as 11 the uou-st lie yet invented against the Socialist system." 

According to this broadcast, moreover, synagogues are norking in the USS~, books 

~k~ - ~~ 
of Jer,ish ·.writers are being published ~a ne ~ in Russian cnl:1); the writer 

Ilya Ehrenb~rg, the famous Soviet violinist David Oiatrakh, the pianist Emil Gilels 

and thousands of other artists. 1oiea~ist1 and tntell&etttal&, WM are looked up to 

and respected,~ti. 



2. Reaction to thg Israel Partieination in \he kfat Youth Festival 

The narmth and affection ~hich Soviet Jeus displayed tonard the Israel dele­

gation to the Uoscon Youth Festival did not pass off vri thout consequences. 

Reports appeared in the press about searches in Janish homes and arrests 

and deportations of many Jaus folloning the departure of the Israel Youth delega­

tion. On the authority of a prisoner recently released from the infamous Vorkuta 

camp, it nas reported that, up to September , , 195?, some 120 Jens had been brought 

there to serve terms of 9 to 1? years. 1-iore than one-half of the arrivals uere 

reportedly ~oscon Jeus \7ho had entertained members of the Israel delegation; the 

rest r,ere Jeus from other local1 ties ,1ho had traveled to Moscon to meet the 

Israelis. The same reports alleged that several thousands Jens had been removed, 

on various pretexts, from their er.,ployment and replaced by non-Jerrs. 

The detention of Hazan, a member of the Israel Embassy, nas an obvious hint 

to the Jens not to associate uith the Israelis. 

The feuilleton by Zasla\1ski ( the \7ell-kno~:,n Je\7ish journalist} in Pravda of 

September 12, 1957 ("Diplomat of the Lilienblum Street" -- the alleged place of 

the black market in Tel .Aviv} nas obviously inspired. Zaslans!d accused Hazan of 

trying to gain the confidence of Soviet citizens end distribute anti-Soviet liter­

ature, in exchunge for the 11dollar. 11 The feuilleton further made reference to 

the alleged black market operations by three other members of the Israel ~mbassy 

(Levanon, ~chat, and Sella) nho nere force~ to leave the Soviet Union tuo years 

ago. jj.? 
/ It may have been no accidanfthat in October, 1957, three 1Jt Soviet 

papers published articles on Israel, articles \'1.bjob n1ra obvious~y in~ended for 
~ ~ ~ l~-"~ 

the consumption ~the Soviet J1w1 ealf. (bn October 15, Komsomolakaya Pravdn 

( 11 ni.a Young COIDIIUlli ■t Truth11 ) printed an article titled}'The Fables of the Israeli 

Liars end Their V1ctim1," ·a1legedl7 baaed on letters received from Israel,. On 

October 20, the trade union paper Trud and ■ome\7hat later the organ of the Soviet 

writer■• the LilftEIU Gazg)te tollOffecl 1uit~Thu.e .utiolee 4eecribe the "situaticn" 
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in Is1·uel, e~~plaining, .1•~•, that jackals bosiege the doorsteps of settlers' 

~ thut there is not euffi~ient food or ,7ork; thut education and medical ser­

vices are a renl terror; that irreconcilable enmity reigns betueen ~estern ~nd 
"( IJ).) t't '" /J It ,._,, C. ~ (_ ~ t. t., e,~ J 

Oriental Je~s, .et,,. One (of the letters quoted in Kom~omolskayn Pr.avna ~urports 

) 

-~ i'A 
to acy: uq.et the rrord Israel out of your hend. 11 Thal>' .letters carry .. no names, 7' 

only initials -- the explanation/ given by the uriter of the article is fear: the 

I nrneli authorities terrorize anyone r:ho uould ,.n. sh to return to his homeland. 

The names of the plt~ces ,.,hence the letters allegedly came must have been given by 

someone ,.-,ho is ap!)arently not familiar ,.-:i th Israel: one such pln.ce is 11~retz 

Israel, u unother 11Kvi butz" ( obviously "I~i bbut z. 11 ) 

J.. The a.tti t~de. toua::.·d the Jeni sh reliei oq 

The permission uhich uao granted to establish a yeshiva and print a restric­

ted number of Hebre~·, prayer boo1J3 is no indication that tho official attitude 

tonard the Je~ish religion has chenged. On September 21, 1957, PrDvda Ukrniny 

published a revie,.1 of o. brochure by T. K. Ki tchko titled II The Jeni sh Heligion, I ts 

Origins and ;ssence, 11 published b·1 the Society for t h e Dissemination of Political 

end Scientific 1nor,ledge tn the Ukrc:inian SSR. 

Ki tchl:o says among other things in his brochurl! ( the translation is not ours): 

Judaism, ~hich distinguishes itself by a special conser­
vatism, has ployed an exceedingly reactionary purt in dis­
tracting uor~:ing Je\is from the revolu.tionary struggle, 
hiding itself becind the banner of the religious and notional 
commonalty of the Jenish People. The hostile attituue of 
tho Jerri sh clergy to the Grct.t October };{evolution is \7ell 
lmo,·,n. Yohveh1 s servants s:preau covnter-revolutionary ca­
lumnies a6a inst the young Soviet State, liod about persecu­
tion of the Je~ish religion and of Jens in general, hit out 
abainst Socialist upbuilding. It should be pointed out as 
not uithout interest that, nhen the 1\oman Pope procl.oimed 
on anti-Goviet "crusade" in 1930. JeTTinh clericals joined 
him readily. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

/ Judaism Pl!ltivates the ideology of the 11exclusiveness" of 
the JeTI~,~sanctifies national diversity ruid hatred of dis­
senters. bll rites nnd festivnls of the Jeuioh religion 
are calculated r1i th a vieu to directing the believers' 
thoia,sak to the "Land of their ?athers, n to the 11Holy Land" -



_{c;-t/1 , 
Ie•ee'l - and, thus, divert them from t the affairs of 
those countries in ,1hich they live~ Judaico is being used 
by the Jer,ish bourgeois-nationalists -- the Zionists --
in ordor to prove the 11 u.nity of the Jo'\1ish nation" and to 
propagate the 11 cluss collaboration" of all Je'\7s. 

To put the finishing touches upon the m.ckedness of Judaism, 1-ir. Ki tclL'to 

claims that the 

ruling classes of Israel have, under the cover of Judaism, 
transformed the .country into a puppet of the iwperinlists; 
they fen hatred agninst the neightoring Arab countries and 
embark on armed provocations. ~ reactionary regime has 
been instituted in the country, and the Janish bourgeoi~ie 
cruelly exploits the '70rking class • 

.. ithiu the conditions of Soviet society, the reactionary 
preachings of Judaism are directed to support chauvinism 
and national narror:ness among the believing Jet7s and to dis­
turb the ,-,ork of CoIDr.1u.ni st edu.cc.tion of those ,-,ho toil in 
the spirit of friendship eI!lOng all peoples. 

4. ~oviet JeTTs in science and the ~rofessions. 

It has been knorrn nnd reported that the Soviet Jer:s occupy, in proportion 

to their numbers, a grent many positions in the scientific field and professions. 

This hc.s co1:1e to the fore once more in connection r,i th the names of the Soviet 

scientists ,1ho ,1ere credited ·::ith contributions to the 11Sputnik. 11 Dr. :3isenstadt, 

uho recently returned (to I arael) fron i-~osco\1, claims that 14 of those named by 

the Soviets are Je·ns. In the list of the scientists published in Pravda there 

are eight uith names nhich sound Jeuish: Tamm, Frank, Landau (nho is regnrded as 

the top scientist), Veksler, ~-~andelstam (he is reported to hnve protested to 

Stalin agninst the 11 Doctors1 Plot" and to hnve been deported), Jcffe, Frum1dn, 

and LanJ.sberg. 

The information concerning the large proportion of JeTTs among those connected 

with the "Sputnik" tallies t7i th the available data on the percentage of J errs among 

the Soviet scientists: in 1955, of the 22J,8?3 scientists in the USSR, 24,62~ 

} 

( 11 per cent) ,1ere Je,;rs. Jens represent a similar percentage in practically all 
I 

l 
fields of Soviet cultural life. For instance, early in 1757, an all-Union Confer- ~ 



-7- . 

ence of Soviet nrtiots took plnca in 1-ioscou; of the 579 delegates 52 (9 per cent) 

·;,era Je•.-.,s. In i•larch. 1957, a conference of Soviet composers rras held in i~osco~1; 

of the 407 delegates. 77 (1, per cent) uere Je~s. There are no recent figures 

on the percentage of Jons omon6 Soviet uriters, but at a conference held in 

Dece~ber, 1954, of 738 delegates, 72 (~.8 per cent) uere Jens. 

5. Cultural life 

The pu.blicntion of Yiddish papers and book$ is still taboo. I nste~d, Hussian 
r.iora 

translc:.tions of some ~-,orl<:s of Je,:i ~h authors e.pp enred and eight/ rrere announced 

for pu.bli ct. t ion i n the last quarter of 1?5 7. 

The only medium uhere Yiddish is ~ernitted are concerts and records. In 

the last f e~1 months concerts tool:: place, .i•.£:•, in iio!3cor, (4 soirees) end Lenin­

grad ( they \1ere given by the Je,_-,ish i-~u.sicnl-Drametic ]nsemble nnd uere repeated 

12 times). In Toshkent (central Asia.), a Je•::i sh drama.tic collective ,1as f ormed 

,,-,·hich has elso given performances in son:e othe r localities. Yic.di~h r ecords 

(20 in nw;iber) ;1ere put on sale in Soviet stores; they are said to enjoy great 

pop ulo.ri ty. 

MARCH 28 llirtbay ________ _ 

t)unllay " 30 

m4nse n•4n passrb away t4ts wrrk 
E. ,,. ... ..._ Fox 
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DAVID J.COHEN 
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