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April S, 19S8 

labbi Dai.el .IINIV Sil'fttr 

lino• that great dt17 IUID7 oenturiea ago when the Lord, our God broucht 

u Gilt tra11 Wider the yon of Pbaroah with a mighty &r11 and an outatretohed 

hand. Thia S.1 , the ti•, 

the day of our liberation, when ve changed traa an enalawd to a tree people. 

t$ 1a' the day on which I•r•l began its historic destiny, tor thia day ■arks 

tba ~ding topthar of tlw Jevilh ·people, who pren.maly had been a aerie• ot 

Wlllderirig nmnadio tribe a I but who now 1h1Nd a COllllall hiatGl'7 and, a OCIIIICII 

' ' . 
·daati~. There 1• hip ..... in the atOJ7 of tbil Puaowr - the dr•a ot a 

people •h:aoklad and enalaftd, dnaing of treedca, dre•ing of the day when 

Mw1 1IIOU1.d aaaJI not to tm abrill whistle of the tuk-wter•• o•JJ to vork 
~ . 

but ,,,,,,,."l to ti. bright clnn ot: .. t.m d-.r on whioh th-, wen aa•~• ot thm.r 

om acia1. It 11 a dq an 11bioh • · 11■ 1■ber tblN dre•• and tbe• hopes, and 

• NB.._. al~ t.ba •1J111• •SDI•• inll1n!'Mlll• wUl of ti. aan llo11a, the 
• > 

i._•lla: •••• who br011aht bi• p1 ap1e out ot lo,t,. And w re•llber t .m high 

h..- in vbioh be ret1U'D9d to lopt, beanlll Ood • • lli1■1on. W. re~r the 
, . 

... 17 ...,.nanay with vbioh he •t. the Pbaroah and then the ~•tia11 int.o 
~ · · of • . . .. 
_..,_ all/hi• expeotanq ... dUbld by Pharo&h' • Wlldllinane•• to bend to the 
' . ~ .. . , 
w11l ot God. Ve read al■o ot ti.t' ~ of trutratian tunaed into a da, of 

tl'S.aph. V. - the a:oda of the• 1law1 tsw Bo,t, uad w ■- aJlo the 

_....,, t~ ■aber1111 realisall• in wld.oh th-, bepn to -• to reoopi.• 

IIICI tio ••P' the r•ap--~Ml:lti .. , tbl clat,iea, tba ablicatioaa of fl'eeclca. · 
. . 

.., ■- pteat ..U.na, ■rrt lf••t pan• han •• tbrllled "1 tllil •aa• 

ot thl Pu■o,v. !hl7 felt that 1, nquired nnal repr••ntation,· Uaat :l.t, wu 



dr ... , and should be pla,ed upan -thil stage and the screen tor the benefit ot 

all. l Wnk th• rabbi• too •*••· that. ror attar all the lader ■~al in . ~ ' .. 

llld.ola W an· took part last nipt ta really what w would call today •illlprcaptu 
' . 

~t.ater". We, tha tedq, &1.1 a,■a■.t,led, are the aotfra, the partioipant 
0 • -

f.- , • ., .,. 

.,, ~ ' ' \ '' t • ,._ ( 

•wH••• • The lagadah ia our ~c· t.zt. It recount• tor ua the broad outline 
• . ' . . . . ·:· (. • \ ' ' 

ot tm·'htatoi7 ot the lxodu■ • ~ giYH ua a tev t .. ou, well below.d apeechee 

and •anse which we could all recite vlth . tam:111.arity, and it encoarap■ u1 to 

nbelli■h upon, to go beyand the are outline ot the story, to dilate ~OD the 

hiatcry or thia dq, to enjoy to the tull, 911P&tb'isin1 with, ■ baring . the 

emotions ot the enalawd Israel becaaing the tree Jeviah people. Reoent]3 ve 

haw aeen in. America two iaportant attempts to viaualise the atcry ot the 

Pua~er tar a broader audience yet. Remelllber la& year w ■av on the ·ciner•a 
.. 

screen Mr. Ceoil B. DeMille'a "Ten C01111andllenta• in vhich in acnm11ntal saga 

he depicted for us the great world-ahald.n1 ewnta, the lliracle■, th• wander• bJ' 

which Clod brou1ht the children ot ·Israel out ot. l17Pt. Thia past week ·•any ot 

u in ~wland haft been priTilel'td to ■ee another attempt to grapple with and 

to portrq tha emotion• and the h1ato17 ot the Pu■owr story-. The screen ia 

not •o broad, the nap· 1• liw. _ It i• tbe attempt by the noted contniporary­

Pllt•llht llr. Cbriatopbff rr'T to. ••arch out and diaplW the p117ohology, the 
. ' 

111111tr --1- of the aa1n prc,\agm1■t.■ ot the hodu• ■tor,. Be calla hi■ plq 

•tha flrat. Barn•, aid it ia perMI)■ a wi, apt ti• this wek before Paa■onr 

·tor it to be ■tapd bare in Cle19land. What particularq struck • about the 
1 • . 

pla, •The Pir•t Boni• :la a ahai.--. •• Ill-. Pry creates out ot vhole ·cloth. 

Uao■t .all the other aotar■ an tr r 1liar to ua - lloae■, Aaron, N1ria, the 
' 

Pbaroah, the-1&,ptian prin••• vbo rd.Nd Moa• vmn he••• brQ111bt to :lier trca 

\he Illa • but there 1• a 70IIDI aan in the p18J of •Cllil twnt7-odd year•. Ria 
·. . . ' 

••• 1a lhndi. Be 1• ■aid to be the olden and anq ■cm ot lliria. When w 
l 

ftnt - lbendi, • find hill a tidt,-blooded revolutionary, a )"owag JIID· who 1• 



mndll~ accepting the yoke of the taslanaster and burning with desire tor 

that da7 cm 11hich the dice will be turned and he will no longer have to placidly 

.and v.t.thmt challenge accept the· whip ot the slave-driver. Indeed our first 

mNting with Shandi occurs vhen he is fleeing from one ot the slave-drivers whom 

he has challenged , vhaa he baa insulted, who is seeking to beat the will, beat 

the challenge, tram this Hebrew slave. Mow according to Mr. Fry Moses, after he 

had been raised in the palace of the Pharoah, had become the most re)mowned and 

most successful general of all the Egyptian forces. Time after time Moses had 

led the Egyptian armies into battle, he had defended the frontiers, he had 

enlarged the boundaries, and his name had become famous throughout the length 

and breadth of the land of' the Nile as the most renowned ot all the warriors of' 

Pharoah. And this fame ot course lasted until that day when Moses, driving hi-s 

chariot along the banks of the Nile, saw an Egyptian taskmaster beating a Hebrew 

slave and in a fit of anger killed that taskmaster and was for this act sent 

into exile • . The ccene that Mr. Fry sets for us is a day in the court of the 

Pharoah, a day an which Moses, newly commissioned by God to cane to Egypt to 

deliver His people f'rcrn bondage, is about to be recalled by the Pharoah, who 

baa need of hi• military prove•• ·and skill. Moses, then, has two connissiona. 

One i• from Ood, giTen to hill at the burning bush1 "Return to Egypt. Set My 

people fl•••• The other ia of the Pharoah, who wishes to tine Moses, to give 

him again the mantle ot cOIIIIUDder-in-chiet, so that he could defeat the forces 

ot Libya 1'hich were attacking the Egypt of the south. Mow this desire on the 

part ot Pharoah to appoint Moeea u his general redounds to the .benefit ot this 

YOllDI Sbendi, because when Moeee retu.aee iluaediately Pharoah' s ocnnd.eaicn, 
. 

aingle41ndedly determined to car17 ou.t God'• 00llllld.a1ion, Pharoah detel'lllines to 

try- and win Moses• favor by doing wll by hi■ relatiw■ , and ao he appoints the 

Y'Olllll Shendi a leutenant, a miner · ottioer in hie •!'IV, he targ1.we him tor his 

r .. lliou■neaa, and Shandi becaa• on• of Pharoah • s own troop•. And then a 

nrange llltaarpho■ia, a strange -change ot character takes place in Shandi. 
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This hot-blooded revolutionary, this man who cried out against the tyranny and 

the oppression of the Pharoah and of his taslanasters, becomes more Egyptian than 

th_e Fgyptians. He is given rule over sane of the very Hebl'8v slaves among whom 

he toiled building the treasure cities of Pitam and Ramses. Does he show mercy? 

Does his experience as a slave make him mare ldndlely dispose4 to these Hebrews? 

Does he work to ameliorate and to better their condition? Unfortunately not. 

Be is as hard and oppressive and tyrannical a master, a slave-driver, as any 

native-bom Egyptian. He was restive only as long as his own fate was concerned, 

only as long as he was suffering along with the rest. But once his future was 

assured, once ~e had escaped from behind and beneath the whip, he no .longer was 

concerned with the wellbeing nor the welfare nor the future of his Hebrew fathers 

and. brothers. 

Now I said that Mr. Fry drew this character himself - he created it. Shendi 

is not to be found in the Bible, he is not to be found even in later Jewish 

literature. • But t~ose of us who read carefully our Haggadah at the tab_le last 

night will recognize Shend:l.. Remember the s action about the r our sons, the four 

types or human beings who ask the leader of the Seder to tell the story ot the 

P~ssover? In the Bible God commands in four different ways to relate, .to tell, 

the history ot the Exodus. And the rabbis, unwilling to let any word of the 

Bible seem superfiuous, said that each of the minar variations which occur in 

the Biblical text teach us a lesson.:. :a lesson in psychology, a lesson in 
' . 

pedagogy. Each man, they said, should be answered according to his interests, 

accordin·g to his intellect, and according to his understanding. Thus the simple 

eon ·should be given just the boldest, baldest outlines ot the stoey. Bis Jlind 

is · i'ncapable of grasping the nuances, the subtleties involved.· low the via• son, 

the sen ot superior inte~1ence; he should not be retold year attar. year only 

the bald facts, but each year you should introduce him to further levels of the 

atory, further interesting interpretations of the text. While the son who is 

unable to ask should be stimulated and motivated to have interest in the Bible 
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story. And they point to yet a fourth type or human being. This human being 

is not judged by the capacity of his mind but by the quality ot his character. 

He :fs the , the wicked one. And more interesting perhaps than the 

answer which the rabbis tell us we should give to the wicked son is the descrip­

tion, the 111eans of identification, with which they present us so that we can 

single out such a man. Por who is the wicked man? Who is the Sherxli? He, the 

rabbis said, is . He is 

the person who al.W'IJ'S separates his future, his success, his wAJ.being fran the . 

wellbeing of his .family, of his neighborhood, or his conmunity, ot his country. 

The wicked pe:-son is the person whose thoughts are concerned only with himself. 

He does not care the least for your wellbeing, tor your health, tor your safety, 

for your happiness. As long as your needs coincide with his he is ld.th you, 

but once he has achieved his goal and his aim ho wither uses you and discards 

you, or he simply has no further use and conoern with you. The wicked man is 

tho Shandi 0£ Christopher P'r°'J's play. The man who, once he has won safety tor 

_himself, shows not even an ounce of sympathy for those who suffered even as ha 

has suffered. And I would suggest to you on this Passover .morning that there ia 

a great deal of insight, of Jewi.sh insight, irito life expressed and revealed to 

us by the character of Shendi, revealed to us by this important midrash from our 

Haggadah. Because it is a maxim of Jewish ethic that each of us lives in a 

tangled skein and web of personal relationships, and none of us oan seek personal 

success by cutting off ourselves from these relationships, by paying no attention 

to them. We have responsib:!JiLlties to our families, to our parents, to our 

brothers and sisters. We have responsibilities to our friends, to the neighbors 

in our cornrnunit7. We have r'esponsibilities to our fellow citizens in America. 

We have responsibilities to our fellow Jews the world over. We have responsi­

bili.ties to all our fellow men wherever they may eJd.st and whatever they may be 

doing. An:J no philosophy, no theology, whatever its lav and labor, Heitsche and 

existentialist, transcendental - no philosopey of rugged individualism which 
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tells us to forget these responsibilities, not to be limited by them, to seek 

only that which seems important to us - no such individualistic philosophy is 

accepted by Judaism. We have no patience with it. We are concerned always with 
of 

the wellbeing of every man, &-.11 every person with whom we are related and with 

vhom w cane into ·contact. 

The ellinent English divina and poet John Donm said many centuries ago a 

phrase which expresses perhaps as well as any other this Jewish idea. "Ho man•, 

he wrote, •is an island unto himself•" ?lo man can live simply seli'ishly, selt­

oenteredly, w1 thout concern, without a thought, for those among whom he walks 

and he lives. The only person in this world who has a right to be wholly self­

centered is the nurseling, the baby, and as we grow old, as we grow up, education 

teaches us to think more and more of the other person. How each or us, when we 

were young, remembers the battles we had with our parents when we wanted to be 

out playing or watching the television er gossipipg on the telephone rather than 

be doing the tnar1J chores in the household which alone make household living 

pleasurable for all. The vilf'ul child continues to struggle away, to revolt 

against these small chorea and regulations of family living. The foolish parent 

gives in to the wilful child. And as we grow up we begin to see how much we owe 

ot duty, of time, of attention, of charity, of support, of counsel, of helptulneaa, 

to all those with vhan we daily come into contact. This obligation can not be 

escaped. And when we do not accept these obligations, when we single-mindedly 

■et out to, enjoy the luxu.-ries of life, when ve i1ldulge ourselves without any 

thought to the pleasures of others, when we benefit from the richness and the 

peace and the prosperity of this land without giving one iota of ourselves in 

vark and in social service in return, then we are the Shandi of the Christopher 

Pry play and the of the Haggadah. Then we are being wickedness. For 

vickednea■ ia utter self-centeredneaa. Whan you are self-centered you are 

violating the lav and the will of God. 

On the Seder, we eat matzah, the unleavened bread. The matsoh is called in 
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our Haggadah the Bread of Affiiction. It is not tasty. It is not cako. It is 

not rich. It is simply the bread or poverty, the best that these Hebrew slaves 

coli' d do tor themselves, lacking muoh in their enslavement., the rood for sustenance. 

And as we eat., during this P&bsover week, our matzoh, our Bread or Affliction, let 

us remember those who are in need of our help. Not only the poor, the intirm, 

the orphan, the widow, all these to whom we owe the charity of our wealth, but 

aldo all who need the love of our .friendship, the helpfulness or our time, the 

cor.1passion of our person, all those who so easily would find life enriched if we 

would only ·t,ake the time to be with them, to listen to them, to counsel with 

them, to live -with them and to enjoy them but not to use them. Let us on this 

Passover season cast out the se~d of selfishness, the seed of a Shandi that is 

in each of us, and let us each as bast we can strive to live a lite as .full o.f 

helpfuL'rlGS3 to others as we can ~ossibly make it. 

Amen. 
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