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"0 SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG"
April 27, 1958
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

It seems only yesterday. It was a hot, sultry, mid-May evening ten years ago.
I remember wallking tensely through the mid-town streets of New Yark, never getting
too far away from that electric tele-type board which is displayed on the New York
ﬁul Building. We were waiting impatiently for news of the proclamation of the
Jewish State. Six months peevicusly, in November of 1947, the United Nations
General Assembly had voted that the old British Mandate of Palestine was to be
partioned between Arab and Jew. The British had signalised and signified their
intentions to give up this mandate. The world body had thought it fit and proper to
divide the territory between those two peoples who claimed ancient loyalties and
rights to the land. May lith of 1948 was declared to be the day on which the last
of the British officialdom and police and army would be relieved of their duties in
Palestine, May 15th as the date for the establishment of the provisionsl Jewish
government of the new State of Israsl. Since that day six months previously the
Arab high coomand had time and again flaunted the will of the ﬁnitod Nations.
Their bands of so-called irregular troops had systematically at night pillaged and
plundered the Jewish settlements. The leaders of the Arab lesgus voloed by the
famous Palestine Mufti, white bearded and determined, had announced that they had
no intentions of abiding by the will of the world body, indeed if the Jews had the
temerity to establish their sovereignty over this land voted them by the warld body
they would proclaim a yihad, a holy war, a war of extermination against the Jewish

“sbbtlers, and the Jewish people, man, woman and child, would in a blood bath be
: ' of

driven into the sea. November/ 1947 - May of 1948 - these were anxious months for
the Jewish people. In the evenming of May lith, Israel reached one of its most
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