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It ••• only yeaterday. It wu a hot, eultry, llicl-llay enmng ten ,._.. ago. 

I rnr I f>.tr • 1Mng teueq throuab tba aid-town street• ot lev ?erk, nenr pttina 

too tar mr-, frGII that eleotrio tele-type board wbioh 1• diapl&19d on the In York 

tiaa• Bv1141ng. We wre witing hpatientq tor nm ot the proolaatica of the 
. 

I..S.h 8'ne. Six •·• PN'Yi~, 1n loWllber ot 191'7, the lid. ted lation• 

General All•111bq had 't'Oted that tm old Britieh llmdate ot Pale■tine vu to be 

,arU.••d betwen Arab md Jn. TM ll'iU.ah bad ■ip•l111d and •~111ttiecl their 

int.entl_. to lift 11P tbi• ~• ftil world bCNft had thmgllt it tit and propar to 

di~ U. tKr!.'°'7 bn1IND thON t1ID people■ who ol•Ssnd mi.at loyal.tie• md 

risht■ to \hit lad. - J.kth et i,la8 wu dNlared to be the day on 11bioh tba lut 

ot ta. 11'1.U.lh otftcda\d• ad pelt• and 811V' wauld be N1ie'nd ot thair duti•• :lD 

Pal..U.1 llar 1Sth u the date t• \he enabl.ill1Ja1at, of the prcnS.a:laaal Jev:lah 

lfW• I ■ant f/6 tm llllf It.ate ot In 111.. linoe that da7 aiz FGDth■ pNftOUq the 

Arab bip oc I md had tis■ •d 11111L11 ft.auned the 11111 of tm Vm.tecl latian■• 

Their b.,... of ■o-oelled iffeplar voopa had Qatelletioa.11y at n:lpt pjP'lpcl and 

plwt11ed tba Jtnd.ah aet.tl•en■• ·fbe las._■ ot the Arab leagm Ted.Nd bJ' tbe 

trua:u Palentv Jlaftl, 11bit. b .... d and cll\cr■1Dld, had IIDDGIIIIII~ tbat 1b9J had 

ae • ot abicU.ltl "7 tbe vil1 ol ti. world boclJ, 1Dllaed it tba le1l8 bad th• 

\1 11'J.t.r, t,o eatab11■11 U.11' •uNI•·· Oftl' \bi■ l•lld ....d tbea by the warld boc1J 
....., wxl• proolda a z?••~ a bo1J' wr, a ar ot uwnd.Dllt.ian A1•inn tb• Jftilb 

alMlm_..;, 11111 t,a lnub people, -, --• ud obtld, wo111d 1n a blood bath be • ,16 

tlli.WD s .. tllll --~ lfl'N4WII'/ 1'117 • llq ot 1'k8 - the• wn mn1 ou ■antba tor 

tbe tltlld.• p■ apla. _ Ill thl ewn.1111 fit 11ar l.Jith, I■r•l r■aobed ane r4 1ta ■o■t 
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fateful unrnta ot deed.non. Thia vu the hour ot no return. Isr•l IIU8t be, or 

not be. Iarael. v1ll aooept the threat of the toeman•a steel, or bov before the 

threat ot the tonan'• wrath. 

I bad bee vorld.ng tor a halt year then tor the Jewish Agency tor Palestine. 

Our leader• had been trying in ewey _,. poa■ible to arrange matters without open 

var. Thay had hoped that d1ple11atic owrtures nd.ght secure protective treaties 

tr. the great 110rld pa1Mra 1'hich wonld guarantee the sanctity and the aatet7 ot 

the Jewish state. But w knev on the nening ot May 14th that these owrt.ure• had 

been trutrated, that in this ft)" there vu no hope. Israel would haw to valk 

int~ ite .tcaorrow alone, unaided. We had spent a great deal ot ettort and ot ti.Ile 

and ot ■oney trying to pi-cm.de Israel v.l.th the vhernithal to meet the threat. 

After all, a people needs aore than bare t.lna and br&'ft hearta to •et and tight 

aaunat ■odern arms. Jluch bad been ■ent. lluch nacre vu on the W-1'• But w did 

not know vbethar it vas ntticient. Ve did not know nether I■rael p}v'aioall7 

could braft the .Arab vrath. The •Telling ot that Thursday- night in lew Yark vu 

dan 1n Tel AYiT. The da1111 ot a new era tar Israel or the dam ot ju■t another 

cllr ot fnstratian and trapct;, in tha ap-long Jeviah draaa. So auoh had to be 

wiped 1n tm b•l,m•• Ooa1d •iz mmdred and tift7 thouaand aoula, man, vcnan and 

ob:lld, braw the ,aath of t1ft7 millian •oal• and NWn 1onreign state•? Could a 

peaple w.t.thout arganisatian, vithmt • ar111, 111.thOllt 8.1\Y organised poll• tcroe, 

dare to ■11t 1n opm oCllbat the organised proteaaional troop• ot Nftll pONartul. 

neighbar•t Payohologioalq could the• •ix hundred and fifty thoa.a•d people llho 

had autteNd ao •ftnq :ln 1urope uncllr Bitler, would they again be willing, and 

could th.,- •oli1.an•J1~ put tbair fate in the balanoe, their hard-van Naurit7 on 

the 1,ne, dare to tight again tor txeedca, hope, and a mnr lite? 

1• I nlked the atrena ot In Yark that night, a H81le fr• oar Bible kept 

pu■- ap1n and aaain betare th• llirrar ot -, -Snd. I aaw the deNrt-wa17 ho1ta 

ot the obil.dNn ot Israel uaablecl before llt. Bebo. Tired fr011 the long journey, 

JI08ff1 lh:lte-ba:lred, blllbn 111th oare and vith age, standing on the aomitain-aide 
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slightly abcmt the■• To the West shimmered the last rays of SWl on the Jordan River, 

U¥l to the west ot that lay the Pranise" Land. Moses had brought his people to thia 
' ~ ', 

po!nt. • Be could lead them no further. This vas the end of the ln\Y' tor him. He vaa 

ap-aldng now .wards of val.edictOJT to his people, and ha chose his words caretu.lly. . .. 
• r.' 

•Be strong. Be of good courage. • Be not attrighted by them. The Lord, thy 

God, He it is that goeth with thee. He ldll not fail thee. He will not 

taraake thee.• 

And I remember prqing that night that in Israel that moming people were listening 

in their hearts to this 11 tw+ ancient promise and this ancient prophecy. And then 

I remaaber the newa being nashed on this electrified ticker tape: "The provisicnal 

government ot the State ot Israel announces the establishment ot ite sovereignty 

owr Medinot Yieroel, the Jewish community state ot Palestine." 

I haTe often looked back on this evening. I have often felt that it vu 

fraught with a significance which transcended the hour and which atteoted the whole 

destiny ot our Jetd.eh people. It is I firmly believe that on this night in May ot 

1948 our Je111sh people began its tuture. We are a people or an ancient and time

honored past. Our history ia among the most wnerable and honored known to man. 

We wre born in faith and we haw alway-a been faithful to the great ideals or 

liberty, democracy, equality, justice and human dignity which the priestg and the 

prophets ot Israel thundered f<rth to their people centuries and milleniums ago. 

We have given to the world much more· of culture, of huune discipline than we have 

taken trm it. We have given to the world tar beyond our numbers. Our past is 

one of which we can be proud. 

But in recent years 011r present has been aorely troubled. In recent years 

tl'le steel ot the me117 has been driwn time and again into the quick flash ot our 

body, ve haw been h1rt to the most inner care. ••-••• Our body has become old. 

luaaia, Poland, Lithuania, Hungary, lcrth Africa, Yemen, Free Israel Palestine, 
vaa 

worda, events ao eaa7 to recall, eo bitter to endure. Our whole body :bl sick. 

Our spirit• wre despondent and desperate. Had we as the Jewish people aorne to 
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the last hour ot our destiny? Was the postlude actually being written to the 

aymph0117 that ia Israel? 

What did the establishment of thia State ten years ago mean to us? It Jlleant 

to ua a national bane where our own people according to the dictates of their 

conscience could create and evolve and forge organizatims and institutions in 

consonance with the most ancient and venerated ideals of our people. It meant the 

establishment of a national sanctuary where the dispossessed and the displaced 

among our people could find refuge and a new bane and a new lite and a new hope. 

Arid where those displaced persons of' the world whom the whole wide world could finel 

r.i~ home, no place of refuge would be al.ways welcome, could come and cmld be sustained. 

It meant a new vision - a vision ot a land developed by our own talents and by our 

own energy, by our aveat and by ou.r tears, by free people and new ideas on ancient 

soil and venerated faith. But abon all - above all, the night of May 14th ten 

years ago •ant that our people had tound again its ageless youth - that conti•enoe, 

that fai.th which reaent times had sapped from us again clothed us in majesty and in 

glory. Again w ware a people with a future. Again w were conscious of our 

national. mission and of our national. wcrth. Again as a people va were walking the 

royal hi,#lvay of our ancient and timeless destiny. 

Ten years have accanpliahed much - ten years since 1948. In those ten years -

that brief decade - the new state of Israel has ingathered over one million souls. 

Men and women and children suffering under the lash of oppressors and ot tyrants. 

They have found new shelter, new banes, new jobs, new skills for these people. 

They have cared tor them educationally and medically. They have made them feel 

citizens ot a world in which it was t~ worth the living. It ia hard to imagine 

the ■agnitude ot this achievement. If America, our own beloved land, wre to 

ingest and take in every year tor the naxt decade ten millions ot people, find tor 

them a nev way at lite, wlcome them, make the■ feel at hme, give them productive 

aid.Us, and ingest them into our eooncny - then alone might we umerstand the 

magnitude of the acc0111pliahment which ia Israel's. In the last ten years Israel 



haa doubled its arable cultivable land - agnin an achievement which beggars 

description. It would mean in comparable terms that America would have to make 

verdant the whole of our south-western dust bowl and that we would have to clear 

the Now England countryside fran every rock and every rill which disturbs it &>.d 

prevents cultivation. In ten years production has tripled. Educational facilities 

have been quadrupled. Medical facilities have grown six-told. Any one of these 

accomplishmonts would permit us to say at this hour that the achieve•nts ot the 

state of Israel were heroulea.n. All of those accomplishments in compos - taken 

together - oan only be called miraculous. Proof again if proof be needed that 

ta! t!-1 can moire mountains. Proof again if proof be needed that where there is 

courage and where there is grit the implausible becomes ordinary, the impossible 

becomes commonnlace . .. 

I have indicated to you ll(Y' belief that the establishment of the state of 

Israel ten years ago gave a future to our people. I firmly believe that had it 

not been tor the establishment ot that etate, even that modern Judaism which we 

have been able to create and to fashion here in America would have been .in time 

worn dmm by the diepiritedness arid a. despair which would have seeped here from the 

communities of Europe and or Palestine-where there would have bean no hope and no 

future. We could not have achieved that rejuvinescence of faith which has been a 

feature in the last two or three decades ot Aaerican Jewish life had Isr~el not 

been tor us symbolic, a ~gnal that we as a people were clothed again in purpose, 

in meaning and in hope, a visible symbol as the Bible BI.\Ya, of "the prese,noe ot God 

in the midst or the people". That is why at this hour w sing unto the Lord a nev 
' I 

song - ~ ·song ot faith, a song ot ·assurance, our assurance that Israel has a 
( . 

tanoin-ow and will walk into that tomorrow CCl'ltident17, with purpose, to teach the 

way that is God's way by precept and example to our world. Oh, there will be many 
. .. 

obstacles. The lnemies are ever present. We shall have no illusions on that 

respect. But there is now assurance deep in our hearts that we are strong enough, 



that w are vital enou.gh, that we are self autticient, that 118 with God's help will 

create that tutlD'9 ot peace, prosperity and justice vhich is our dream. And the 

day will 1Urel7 came when 

Amen. 

. •'!'he young lion and the young lamb shall lie down toptlier 

And a y-oung child ehall lead them 

And thq shall no more hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain 

ror such is the will ot God, such will be the way or man." 
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PRAIER FOR THE grATE OF ISRAEL 

Our Father in Heaven, Rock and Redeemer of Israel, bless the State of Israe½ 
the inaugural flowering of' our redemption. Protect her with Thy love. Spread 
over her the tabernacle of Thy peace, and bestow of' Thy light and Thy truth upon 
her leaders, governors and counselors, and endow them with Thy divine counsel. 

0 God, strengthen the hands of the defenders of Israel and lead them to 
triumphant victory. Grant peace to Thy Holy land and tranquility to her inhab
itants. 

We beseech Thee, O God, remember our brethren, the whole household of Israel 
in all the lands of their dispersion. Speedily restore them in dignity to Zion, 
Thy city, and to Jerusalem, the abode of Thy name, as it is written in Thy Holy 
Torah: "If any of thine that are dispersed be in the uttermost parts of heaven, 
from there will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from there will He fetch thee. 
And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, 
and thou shalt possess it: and He will make thee more ·prosperous and numerous 
than thy fathers. And the Lord thy God will circumcise thy heart, and the heart 
of thy offspring, to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest live." 

Unite our hearts to love Thee, to revere Thy name, and to observe the pre
cepts of' Thy Torah. 

"Shine forth in the majesty of Thy powr over all the inhabitants of Thy 
world, that all with life's breath in their nostrils may proclaim: 'The Lord 
God of Israel is King and His dominion ruleth over all.•" 

(Jewish Agency Torah Department, New York) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

OUr God and God of our fathers, our voices rise in humble gratitude unto 
Thee for th~ miracle of the rebirth of Israel which Thou hast wrought in our 
own days. Gladness fills our souls as our brothers in ever mounting numbers 
come to their ancestral home from the lands of oppression. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, for the great mercy Thou hast shown them. Me.y they 
find upon the sacred soil of their homeland ·healing of the wounds of their bodies 
and balm for the anguish of their souls. 

Grant, 0 Lord, that this new Israel will dedicate itself to Thy Torah and 
fashion a community which will become the pattern for all mankind. Make it 
steadfast in the faith that "out of Zion shall go forth the Law and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem." Prosper Zion! Grant it health and strength, courage 
and wisdom, and reverence for Thee -- that Thy Kingdom may be established speedily. 

In celebrating the rebirth of Israel we pray, O Lord, that the whole house 
of Ierael will unite to do Thy will. And, as we seek Thy favor for the welfare 
of the new State, so we invoke Thy blessings upon our country and upon all man
kind. Hasten the day when the vision of Thy prophets will be realized: The Lord 
shall be One and His name shall be One in a world of Universal justice, peace and 
brotherhood. Amen. (Union of American Hebrew Congregations) 

.. 
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Suggested Text ot 

PROOIA~TION FOR ISRAEL '8 TENTH ANNIVERSARY IFAR 

WHEREAS, the State of Israel will celebrate its tenth anniversary year 

beginning April 24, 1958; and 

WHEREAS, the young and flourishing State is completing a decade of 

inspiring progress as a democracy dedicated to the same ideals on which our 

own country was founded; and 

WHEREAS, Israel has remained a stead.fast bastion of the free world in a 

troubled and turbulent area and has shown constant proof' ot friendship and com

munity of interest with the United States, and 

WIIERFAS, it continues to fulfill its great and historic role of providing 

purposeful work, secure homes, and abiding hope to hundreds of thousands of 

refugees from persecution and intolerance; and 

WHEREAS, Israel has made giant strides forward in agriculture and industry, 

with acknowledged and welcome help from the United States, redeeming the desert, 

building new cities, and expanding the horizons of its growing population; and 

WHEREAS, it has kept equal pace in the arts and sciences, making a notable 

contribution to humanity and civilization in these fields, and 

WHERFAS, Israel stands as a noble expression of the high purposes and 

ideals of the Zionist Organization, which brought it into being; and 

WHEREAS, it is a symbol of peace and brotherhood and an exemplar of self

help to the backward nations of the earth, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I 

do hereby proclaim the period from April • 

(Governor of the State of 
(Mayor of the City of 
to , 1958, as Israel's 

Tenth Anniversary (month) (week) (?eriod} in honor of the renascen·c nation of 

Israel, and I bid all our cit;izens join joyfully in its celebration in harmony 

and brotherhood. 

- 5 -
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SOPHIE 1~· ,.,T G GRUNDSTEIN 
BERTHA ROSIN 
FAJ B.ULMER 

PAULINA ADELSO .. , 
IDA ROSENTHAL 
JOHN ANI.'FIELD 
RUTH M. CO IEN 

GORDO! A.HERSTAM 
1.10 TROE • ULLMAN 
JAGO KRONHEI I 
EMIL H.GOTTFRIED 
MAX S. _ P.I~D 
TENNIE 1v.. LITTMAN 
LOUIS S. BING 
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C. RLES QTJff0EPG 
SIDNEY S., vr.EISKOPF 
SEYMOUR GEOFFREY BRENiJAN JR. 
LOUTS M. SCHER 
ZELDA STILLMAN 

CF.ARLES ALLEN HUEB~C.illv~N 
JACOB T. SCHULIST 
ARTHUR EINSTEIN 




