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8o•11bat ■are than a oentury ago the noted Br.I. ti•h author and ■ooial aritio, 

Th••• Ceqle, publiabed a aerie• ot short •••11' entitled. •On Beroe• and Bero 

Woratd..p•. The purpoae of th•• article■••• a •DPl• one. Carlyle propoaed to 

undwaoere the unique illportanoe to h1111811 ciYilisatian ot the creatift indin.dual. 

Be felt that bietary oannot be ezpladned ■illpq u a oantatinatian of impersonal 

fer••• We cannot Ullderatand the ..... at ot world ~houabt without 1mdarstanding 

the oontrilnaU.an ot that um.qa pm.u Sooratea. lloh■ •d unleaabed a nw 11>rld 

and a new ,-rlcl pauw in an area wld.oh had been ~- and a■leep. 8hakt111peare 

tuld. ... cl t~ •1l1•h 1•.,_P into• a toal. ot beaut7 and great olas■ic tara, but 
. . . 

bet.. bi■ dtr it had be• ~~aply another ot the papul.ar talk-languages ot our 

wrlcl •. Ille Nb1 ■_. the tabrio ot varld hi■to17 bear■ indelibly imprinted upon it 

ta ■Irk ol a111 ot &llliu, ot theN raN incUftdWlla who give to whatever diaciplim 

t.heSr 1111111 u ocnoerMd 111th new diMllaian and nn -direot1cn. I reocnillnd the 

raread:la1 ot Carqle'• ••••• to 7•• tou will find tbe■ Gl'allld with intal'll&tion, ., 

you will f1lld tie■ a clel.ilbt u tar u it■ ■tyle i■ canoemed. But ■an illpcrtant 

I thSnk t.hat 1• 11111 t1nd thn a be•lVly oorrectiw to ■Oll8 of CNr aoclern pbilo-
. 

aopld.e■ ot lite. Ve liw 1n an ... "1!1oh t.mda to diaoomat. thl indindual. It i■ 

the 1111■1, not the ■aa, that i■ •Pl'•••l.1' illport,as. Variau■ eoonOlld.c thaariea, not 

th• leut ot tha thoN ot tha oOIIINDiat■, .tell u• that m 1• a pri•anv ot T&■t 

•••••='• tone• 1fhioh he an neither llitlgate nar control. llan thq picture auoh 

1,111 tbe pr~t• ot tho•• .anoleat ONek dr••• who, ha11 llUOh be llight rail 
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811d.Dlt hi• fate, could neither change it nor prevent vhatewr the stars had in 

non ~ -~. Many- philoaaphies, especially the philoa~••. ot history, tho• 

ptd.loaopbiea which originate vith Regel, tell us that aan ia a sport ot the vast 

toroea ·ot lite. He neither ■akltfJ hi•· future nor controls his dest~. ·Various 
' 

hiltcrio lore• ot growth and dec-.r,· ·ot challenge and response, much similar to 

those popularized recentq by Mr. Arnold Tomb••, these are the tore•• which 

gowrn lite and not the individual vill and talents of the individual man. And 

the nucent acienoe of sociology has made us all aware ot the impcrtanoa which 

the group plays 1n the developme11t ot civilisation. All these thing■, then, have 

made us conacioua ot the group, of the class·, of the naticm, and not ot the 

nngle lone man ot apirit, man of craativit7. I auppo• that it is extremely 

UJderataidable that ve have cultivated in ou.r da7 and age these philoaophiea ot 

the aw.· We live in an ap which baa •en an •~loaion of 110rld population. We 

h.,. been mowd, each of ua, further and further &I!§ fran the center• ot power 

and ot cleoiaian. We liw in an age ot new •aienoe, new technology, and tev ot ua 

haft •atered the intraaaci•• of thi• nn age, ot thia new thought. rev ot u■ 

feel wholly canticlent to u1ce the neceaaar;y social and political. and econoad.c 

cleoinon• and ••t the future which nov taoes us. lilt• baa beCOJll8 intinit•~ 

aan OC11Plex. The deoi■ion• 11hioh • IIUat make haw bec0118 at the a- tiae 

inftnitely ■ore orucial and final·. . It w ..ice a lliatake wa ma, haw no aecond 

chanoe. It 1• euy then to •• why ■an has tried to rationalise hie feeling• of 

trutration and of inNourit7. c.rt.a,n.17 it ia euier fer the ego to feel that 

w in no way can change our tutve, tor it we fNl thu1, • o•aooept 11hatewr 

defeat mt vhateftl' trutratian lite hold• in atore. 

There ia only one trCNbl• with all ot thaN thearie1. Thay find ab■oluteq 

no ftbatantiation in lite. Carqle quote• for ua chapter and wr•• ot 111811 of 

rare geniu 11110 changed th• whale path ot hmtan hiatory, the whole direction ot 

the _.Olltb ot m111a ciY.llisatian. V. cannot den:, th••• taota, and w cannot 

Ull7 the •-an HDN that tell• u that in our own lite w are not maricnettea, 
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puppet■, ~ at the end ot a string, our every action controlled and manipulated 

by aClllt: •-n hand. lav we know that w make our lives, we make .our future. Whether 

w 1t0rk er _.. indolent, vhetller n a&Cr'itice or are saltish, whether we are inditter-
.. . 

ent io the decieiana ot politics which face our canmunity or whether we concern our

aelwa and are educated about them - theae decisions which each of us individually 

taoe, which no man or powar makes fol us - the·se decisions mold our future. They 

mold the future of our families, and to a very great sense our indirldual decisions 

taken in the large mold the tuture or mankind. 

Carlyle, then, speaks a lesson spoken centuries be.tore him, in our own Bible. 

In the Book ot Deuteronomy you will tind a challenge to man which needs no camaentary, 

only conmdtment. •See, I have set before you", God aay1, •this day 1;te and the good, 

death and the evil. Choose lite, that ye aay live.• · The power ot lite , hope, these 

are in the· hands ot man," in the hands ot the indin.dual. man. Our Bible begins not 
✓ 

vi th philosophy. Our Bible does not begin vi th theology- or vi th law. It begins with 

hiatcr.,, it begin• with biograptv", v:lth the tales ot Abraham and ot the Patriarchs, 

ot Moaea, ot Aaron, ot nijah, and of the Prophets, of that whole generation ot men 

llho tcrpd Judaia and who gaft lite and tleah and a tuture to what might otherwise 

haft been a pa]Jid and insubstantial doctrine. These are the men whose stamp ia 

.illprinted 1D eftl'Y act ot vorahip vhioh w aanotity, in every holiday which we cele

brate, 1n enry moral Talue which va gain from our tradition. They gave it to us. 

Tb.7 t~•- in the world, they spoke it to their age, they wrote ot it in tha1r 

hoq boob, and w are t~eir heir■• Judaism, like Carlyle, insist• on the importance 

ot the ereatiw peraonalit7. We differ from Carlyle, however, in thie - Carlyle 

thought . only ot the •n ot relmovn, ot unique geniua and unique ability. Be spoke 

in the long line ot tradition ot •n vho haw drunk deeply from the fountain ot 

Greek philoaopbJ' and lmavledp, ot all tho•• generations ot thinker• who have 

~nld.ated that there are a011e who JIUllt be ruled, and sane vho are tit to rule. He 

ukea a Nparation in bia own mind betwen the mua, the ordinary, the canaille, 

and the ariatoarat, the noble, the man ot unique powar• and talents. Judaism is 



quite other • . Judaism is the history ot a slave people, of a people from the most 

hl.Dllble and ordinary of origins, slaves, aerts, desert nomads. It is the grand and 

magnificent tale of a people who despite their origins were able to find the 

spiritual grandeur which coursed about them in the world, Pnd speak it that all men 

might hear. Judaism thinks ot the greatness in the ordinary man. Carlyle thinks 

that the ordinary man cannot be great. Judaism speaks that every man having been 

created in the image ot God, that each of us is in his own ~ potentially but little 

lover than the angels.Judaism gave the world the gospel ot danocracy, and Carlyle, 

despite his tnsistence an the value ot the individual, gave to fascism aid and 

We ditfer from Carlyle also in this, and perhaps this point ot view derives 

from lfhat I have just add. Re-read the book of Carlyle, re-read his biographies. 

~ ~11 not find a single woman set down therein. In all the ages ot world history, 

trom all et the acts of greatness and of heroism which hs.ve been_ pertar11•d, Carlyle 

could not tind a single woman varthy to be set down and inscribed on his pages. 

And the same is strangely true of the biographer or the ---•k and Roman world, 

Plutarch. He gives us some att-venty lives in his biography, the lives of seventy 

or the viaest and most relmowned and the most heroic and noble ot all ot Rome and 

Greece, ot all of the ancient wm-ld. lot a single woman is worthy to be inscribed 

on his .pages. Open instead the frontispiece ot your Bible. Look down•its table of 

contents. You will see that twenty-two books bear the title ot their principle 

protagonist. Two of these, the Book of Ruth· and the Book of Esther, bear the title 

ot women, bear the title or their own heroine. Ror is this a bit ot male gallantry, 

for certainly the beauteous Esther, vho vu wi~ing to put her lite, her security, 

her poaition in jeopardy for the sake of her people is worthy ot being entitledJ 

and surely the gentle and gracious Ruth, who personifies and epitmises all that is 

loving and loyal and lovely in human character, surely this heroine too deserves 

the honor ot her history being titled by the name. The Bible gives us a Ml 
portrait gall9J7 ot w~n of strength, of women of character, of heroic a>men. The 
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Bible did not set apart any class or any sex and say that these are ordinary people, 

cofflfflm people, people in which you will not find nolrili ty. They t ound nobility 

among the COlftfflon man, they found nobility among the women ot Israel. And as I re

read the stories ot the noble women in our Bible I was struck by one tact. These 

are not women who live in a closed, separate vcrld recipes and coiffures and dresses 

and the like. These are w0111•n ot strength, women or action, women who live in a 

world not unlike our own in which they take their place when necessary in the 

political arena and in the market place and anong all the affairs of mankind. These 

are vanen or strength. 

The first story in our Bible is a table, it is a myth. We know it wall - the 

story ot Adam and Eve 1n· the Garden or Eden. I ask you who is the stronger willed 

of the t.wo. Is it not Eve, who . bedevils her husband to acc~de to her wish and to 

sin against God? Is it _not she who makes him acc0111plice to her acts? Turn a rev 

pages more, to the st,ary of the first mother iil Israel, Sarah, wite ot Abraham. 

Sarah was so strong willed that she was able to force her husband to drive away trca 

his tent Hagar, his second vite, though our Bible tells us this matter was _extremely 

grieYoua tor him to do. fortunately the strength of will exhibited by these mothers 

of Israel was often put to better UH than bedevilling their husbands. Think of 

Miriam. Think of Miriam, sister of Moses. Think of her on the day vhen the Jews 

wre about to leave Egypt. The host w.a ualllbled. Baggage was packed. The caaels 

wre ready to be led into the desert, and there vas that awful moment ot indecision 

which always canes before a people actually take• the first step into its tuture. 

And here our Bible portrays to us Miri• passing to and fro among the host ot Israel, 

encouraging, giving spirit, giving hope, encouraging the people to narch contidentq 

with their God into the desert. And when the Jews have succeaatully croeNd the Red 

Sea it is Miriam who is chosen· to sing the great scng ot triumphant liberation to 

God. Think ot Deborah, judge of Israel, a matriarch or the tribe or Ephraim. She 

' lived some hundred years or so after the Jews had begun their invasion of Canaan. 

She lived at a time when the many cities of the Jews in Canaan were surrounded and 
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often attacked by enemy hosts. For twenty years now the Canaanite king Sise~a had 

attacked tirst cme city and then the next. All Israel was weak, all Israel was 

wounded, and there was none in Israel, no man in Israel who was willing to bear arms 

and dare in open combat the hosts ot this bandit lcing Sisera. It required a wanan -

the spirit and the will of a WOlllan - to toroe the Jews to be courageous, to force 

a certain Barach, General of the tribes ot Israel, ~o summon his hosts. And only 

llhen she had praniaed Barach that sho wuld go into battle vi th him, only then did 

the hosts or Israel march off and throw ott in battle the yoke ot twenty years ot 

oppression and tyranny. 

rarael owes much to women of strength, women ot action. They CMI much to a 

certain prophetess Hulda. She lived in the early part ot the aeventh century before 

the camnon era. She was undoubtedly one or the major tcrces behind what we know as 

the Dauteronornic Revolution, or Refarmatim, It vas a refarmatim ot Judai.• which 

drove out from our midst m8lJ7 of the pagan practices which over the age• had seeped 

in. A woman, Athalia, albeit not a good wcnan, was tar a time queen ot all Israel. 

Israel's vmen wre neither giddy' ·nor tllghty nor shy. They wre willing in the 

home, in their communitie.s, to march alcngside of their husbanqs. But fortunately -

fortunately the vanen or Israel never forgot that they were - whatever their oppor

tunities in the larger life - they wre ea1entially wanen, vivas,. and mothers. When 

Lemuel in the las~ chapter ot the Book ot Proverbs paints that glorious picture ot 

the Jewish woman -which you heard sung this mcrning it is not as prophetess and not 
. ' . 

as judge and not as warrior that he c0111111ends her., but he commends the wbman who 

"looks well to the ways of her household". He cOJ1111ends the woman whose "children 

raise up and call,l her blessed". He commends the mother. Be camnanda the wife. 

And it is as mothers of Israel, both literally and ayni>oll.c•llt, that Sarah and 

Rachel and Rebecca are known and beloved to ua. And it ia as a aurrogate mother 

that really Miriam gains her tame as she watches over the canoe cradle ot the little 

boy Moses tossing in the Kile and as she nurses the growing lad Moses in the pal.ace 

of the Egyptian Pharoah. And perhaps the woman Hannah, mother or the great judge 
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Samuel, stands and typifies all that ia great in these mothers of Isreal in her acta 

ot self-denial and of renwiciation for her God and for her son. It is aa a mother 

the woman ot Iarael reaches her fine~ hcur. And strangely it is as a mother that 

the vanen of Israel 1101t control and affect the destiny or ow- people. For it ia a 

■other who makes, in a very real senae, the visions which are her sons' or her 

daughters•, the character which is her sons• or her daughters•, the set ot values 

and or standards which are theirs. She it is in the cradle, in the crib, in the 

early formative stages· which Freud has so underscored in importance to us - it ia 

she who makes the molders or the future what they will be, in a ve-ry real sense 

males them strong or weak, gives them the visions or the selfishness to make tomor11ow 

a thing ot glory or an hour of frustrated despair. 

And so if we were to write postscript this day to the essays ot Mr. Carlyle, 

ve would agree with him that each or us in a very real aenae, within the limits ot 

our common mortality, controls our destiny and molds our future. And w would pra, 

that those women who are blessed with motherhood tind in their hearts courage, 

dedication, understanding and vision sufficient tor their offspring to mold that 

future of which now we only dNam and pray. 

Amen. 
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