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Has high linng, attected our high standards? 

THE TIMPLI 

Nowmber 2, 1958 

.Sina•_ the dawn ot reacrdecl hiate17 ti. •Y.1.1 ot pow"7 hu been the aoat 

peraiating and pttrn1o1ou bl~t ta afteot the boct, polit1e. I speak ot that 

baek-bre•lda)I, apir1t-bNek:ln1, h~• ~ which bu been the lot of moat 

ot tlloa 1lbo UN toil• and labored. The lible abNrwl that all the dqa of 

the PNI' w _.. "11 dar■ • -o'Nl'iihllant 1■ a hapele■a taat ot niatenoe. 

!~,ot.h!n1 tbn 19 adft,,DtapOll8 aan be deriftd fr• it - an the contr~, it i■ 
. 

dt:padi111, ewn ■ore it 11 abruting and dehm,snising. It oarrod•• m•• dilm-tJ' . 
aad redll- Ida to 1'Vldl1ty. It oarrocle• aan•• vil1 and reduoe• it to WMl•-4'■• 

It caw 11111 111n•• geDtll'oai'7 ot ■pirit. _It taroe■ upon hill a lit• ot pun~ 

111ft.lib ad■el • •~RI• It l• u it nob a poar MD wre a lidng clHd am. 11• 

lit• hu lbllll et tb■ bript oGlar• ,_ >•sa ot •ijMutaDq wbioh ane DIida 1• 1 ••• 

Sv'-
to auta1a a tall and 1atilt,in1 ainenN. Tllf.1 1 i 2 ii r,o••t-7 .. WldJ ii···-

. 
hu 1111a tH J.d ot ■oat •• vho haw MU liftd. loon•io hinariaaa ab••u• 

po...S.lltrnrct.. fbq baw baen bGl'll !no owrartM11d haae■• n.f haw been 11urturecl 

•••It want. fhaJ' haw been Ni ... .-.111, tha VCll'at of poa11ble 11 Ying oondi tiona. 

!-., lulw UWNI oRt \bail' liw■ GidtMld, teraed into OYeNa■rt1an and iato a 

Pl•aat,... araw • \be npidit7 and bJ th• aned of other aa. It ii no v-.er 
,F_ 

U.n t,bn • IIINlen\ INollff ot •• 9c4l" vu aowcl to ob,_.,. that •r ld cm• put .... 
all lllil ..U. of . tbe 1111'W 1Dto Cll'MI p• - a NNll•t and •• 21 1nti/i •• ._ •Til of . 
J,OUW'f -• tlle ._. pall ....... • ... tt. nil of ~ ....,. --iab all 
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the others. It is only in canparatively recent times, within the last century er 

so and within the mere advanced nations of the Western world that the working man, 

the laboring man, the farmer, baa tor the first time been able to look at life 

vith t1fJ7 ccnfidence, ~!• g;i; • er It ••~=•11 • Por the first time in world 

hiatcr,- our modern age has been able to provide the worker with a decent wage, 

decant varking conditions, decent hours ot employment, decent shelter tor bis 

t and tor himself. And this accomplishment is Jlldi-1:)' one of the climactic 

achievements of Western man. The ordering of our econanic society where we have 

in a sense reduoad the extremes ot wealth and want far the first time in history 

■eparates our lite and our society in a vary dramatic way frC111 almost all political 

ordere and econam.c orders which have Pl'"8ded us. And when we are prone to bemoan 

~:;:,es. our fate, ve ought to ponder well the observation ot Lord , the noted British 

ecanadat, who ephuized that national prosperity is a relatively modern phencnena 

and who underscored tor .. the modern man the blessedness of his birth at this time 

in vcrld · hiatcrr. Our probleu, howwr dit:ticult, permit of sane solution. The 
~-' 'I CD 

probl•a ot the sert, of the slaw, ot the ' , permit 41 no eel.atl1n" And 

often theN poor, dmm-trodden souls welccaed the grave •~ a •••, as the first 

refreshing rest tran a lite ot hopele■a toil. In a sense this accomplishment by 

Weatem IND vindioatea ~ Hebraic ethic. The Hebrew spirit was nevar at peace 

nth a varlet ot econanio inequality. Oar prophets thundered C I Wt agaiist the 
. . 

miBWNt ,and abuse of wealth and power 'by those who wre fortunate enough to be ■o 

dawred. kiff Jewish society in every age haa attempted to mi ti gate the extreme• 

ot pelt, ot atn.uenoe, of miserr and ·of ,powrt)r and ot lack. You know atrangeq 

• wre one of the tev great world theolo&l•• or philoaoph1•• 1ibich never aide 

peace with social and aoonomic ~1ial1'f:r. Conaicler tor a aaaent the religion• • 

of Ind1a, m~• and Buddhima. Canaider their ft111.ted and Yauiltecl theology. 
r . 

• I . ~ ~ . 
And yet .1'81lember that they were quite prepared to sanction the 11 1t#M1rtton, the 

arb:t.'tNry' atratitioation ot class and of caste and to jutifr the assumption by the 

tw of all PCMtr, all •alth, all leinre and all 1UXID'7• And remember that in 
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these Eastern theologies it was resignaticili, not social revolution, that wu 

preached. Consider the philosophies of Greece. Consider even the Utopian logic 

or a Plato, and remeMber well that the mass man, the labor i ng man, thr; slave, was 

considered by him rabble, wlgar, a living tool. &j the better classes had the 

respcneibility t_ providing this laborer with his shelter and with his food, but in 

no way could this member of the lower classes achieve for himself his rightful 

ae:W t J1•1 rt•n place in God's sun. To Plato it was inconceivable that any 

social order be achieved which gave to all men equality of opportunity 311d a fair 

measure of life I s veal th and of life's blessings. Consider Christianity in its 
I 

most classic formulation. Remember that they felt that the poor will always be 
.... ,, 1 ,.J 

among us, t• this world will alw~s remain a vale of tears, that we must render 
,. 

unto Caesar those things which belong to Caesar, that we must make our peace, as 

it were, with social inequality because it cannot be eradicated, it cannot be 

changed, that man's true achievement of equality will cane not in this world but 

in the next. Consider even those men ot our own dq or of the last century who 

are c·onsidered to be the classic economists of the Western world, men of the stamp 

of Adam Smith and Ricardo and I and Spencer. Remember that these men 

too felt that a better econanic ordering of society could not be achieved. The 

poftrty of the lower classes was a datum of social experience which could never 

be eradicated because or the COIIIJ)4'titin nature of the market, because or the 

tendenoe of our warld to overpopulate itself, and because of the innate cupidity 

ot man. It is no wonder that such a social critic as Carlysle vas wont to 

expresa his thoughts about these classic econanista by labeling them "the respec­

table professors or the dismal science". Only Judaism was never willing to 

sanction, to rationalize, to accept a philosophy, a social order llf which pel'llitted 

of social inequality. Our prophets thundered against the abuse or wealth. Our 

teachers refused to sanction any social order which did not concem itself with 

ameliorating and mitigating want and need and poverty wherever it exists. Thc7 

retuaed to sanction aiv or those arbitrary convent.ions of class or caste by which 
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the wealthy and the powerful have sought to lend a certain aura ot sanctity to 

the rights which they have arrogated t,a _thu alcao. Judaism refused o to 

accept the rationalization of so many of the wealthy even in our own day - that 

their wealth is due to superior talents, to determination, to a willingness to 

labor and to exert themselves, and that the poverty of the poor is due entirely 

to their profiigacy and to their indolence. Wealth, Jewish tradition tells us, 

is a matter of luck, of birth, as a as of hard work, and the lower classes 

have no monopoly upon profiigacy and indolence. Jewish society insisted that 

charity mitigate poverty, that a free plll,li~ school otter a measure of democratic 

opportunity to all members of the community, and it insisted that a social and 

democratic philosophy be preached int he synagogue in eveey age -- a philosopey 

which commamed the rich to be stewards or their wealth, not to abuse their 

privilege, to concern themselves with the ·well-being ot the whole community, 

and to treat the poor, not patronizingly, but liitn re~ct. And as ve read the 

history of our Jewish oarmuni ties -- tour thousand years of our history -- and 

c~are it to the history ot so many other communities of our world, ve are 

struck by one salient characteristic, and that is that our canmunity - our Jewish 

community - has tnovn leas of artificial social stratificatim and less or the 

inequality or great wealth surmounting great poverty than &I\Y or the other 

' 
comnnmities which our world has known. The achiewment by Western man of an age 

or relative prosperity is then a vindication of the realism of the Hebraic ethic. 

It is also a vindication of the appeal of the Hebrew ethic, tar in large measure 

our present achievement is due eaii ■ ,Jo, - ttJ:iDM ,ac:hn12ffa1t the spirit ot Hebrew 

prophecy vaa ,.,t,ae,d by Jew and non-Jew in every age in every clime. It 

infected them, it enthused them, it enabled them to commit themaelve• to social 

causes and to achieve the world which we now enjar. .And our modern world causes 

us to 1'emember that our job is not yet done. The poor are still among us even 

in our own land, and when we consider the larger world we are reminded that in 

the vast hinte:rlands of Asia and ot Africa end ot the Near East and of our own 
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temptations which in poorer times the average citizen waa not :alas a i end did not 

have to meet. We all know the observation made by Benjamin Franklin two centuriea 

ago, when he wrote in his "Poor Richard's Almanac" "Success has ruined many a 

man." And to look at our society, our affluent society, is to recognize the 

aptness or Franklin's observation. For each of us has been friendly with good 

people, decent people., who when they have acheived some modicum ot prestige or 

of fame or of wealth, suddenly developed an inflated ego, an unbecoming arrogance. 

They suddenly assumed that their success had boen entirely due to their own 

efforts. They suddenly forgot their friends, their social responsibilities, and 
who~ 

began to live a,< ingrown and perhaps pleasure-seeking life. Once the appetite 

has been whetted by material things, all too often the appetite is an insatiable 

I 
~~ . ' 

one, and a•••• is undertaken with macy similarly insatiable neighbors ill llbible 

ostentation, 1aa ibi.rlsittl o:AUsui,AYrSlt t,ba Ma1Qg:J . _:t}l&,.e11111rld. We have all of 

us seen men and women to whom wealth was most unbecoming. U w look at our 

world with candor I think we will admit that we have seen in our society an 

unbecoming grasping qualit7. Our world is the wealthiest world that mallkind hu 

ever known, but the institutions which support this world have not been sponsored 

by the citizens of the attluent society in a wa:y commensurate with their •atnuence. 

We have spent one hundred times as much on ourselves, on our leisure and on1 our 

luxury, than we have spent on all the institutions of medicine and of education 

and of culture and of recreation and or religion and of welfare which support tho 

body politic. And certainly in this, the week in which our United Fund' tailed 

in Cleveland, we can understand that atfiuence in the highest order does not 

necessarily lead to an increased generosity of spirit. Certainly the goal of 

our United Campaign was not an overwhelming goal tar the Ddllion and one halt 

citizens of greater Cleveland. Certainly the need was of paramount importance. 

And yet we failed -- failed to achieve even a minimal level or gising. We have 

spent tens of thousands ot dollars on ourselves, on our trips, on our homes, on 

our care, and va give in tens of dollars, hundreds of dollars. 'l'he c011lparison 
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is not in our tavor. 

The atfiuent society has affected our homes in many ways. It has made our 

homes economically more secure. It has vitiated tho necessity of making marriage 

a matter ot economic adjustment. We base it now on what it should be based, on 

love and attraction, and yet consider this and consider this well; that in 1890 

ninety-three out or every one hundred marriages was lasting and binding until 

death did the couple part. In 1955 sixty-five out of every one hundred marriages 

laste~ until death. And the sociologists are telling us ttat at the present 

rate or growth in 1970 only fifty out of every one hundred marriages has aiv 

chance of stability. The affluent society has given especially to the woman in 

our home a great deal ot tree time and of leisure which she did not have before. 

Free from maey of the back-breaking tasks of r~ raising and home making she 

is able to spend more time with her children and mo;re time in self-tultillmant, 

in civic service, in volunteer organizations, in engaging 1n all types of 

educational. and cultural activity. .And many of our young mothers have so spent 

their tree time. Many haw realized how dowered and blessed they are canpared 

to the back-breaking, time cansuming efforts of their grandmothers. And yet 

m&l'J1' ot our young mothers have towtd the card tables and the bars at their clubs 

the most attractive ot leisure time recreation. Alcoholism has in the last 

decade alone in Cleveland increased by eighty-eight percent among our women. 

Many ot these young wcnen are unable to tind time fran their pastime to spend 

with their children. Many a professional ot our social welfare agencies has 

told me that surprisingl.1' in this day and age sane children tran good homea are 

coming to the agencies, troubled by what they call •starvation tor affection!, in 

need of. love. Their mothers especially have ma.de pastime into vooaticna and 

tcrgotten the primary concerns of their lives. 

The arnuent society has also deeply affected the growth of our children. 

It has made it possible on the one hand for us to present to them a rich variety 

or educational and travel and cultural experiences. The world of our children 



-8-

is a much vaster, broader world than was the world or their grandparents. It 

has made it possible tor us to increase the extent of their education. We no 

longer need to prematurely abort their training because or econanic necessity. 

We vant tor our children a childhood tree ot strain, full ot pleasure. And yet 

the atnuent society has been a society which has showered upon these children 

all matter ot material possession. The atnuent society has been insistent upon 

exposing these young people to adult social and sexual recreation long before 

they are prepared tor the adult world. And we have made, in our .society, adoles­

cence into a much more traumatic experience than biology alone would demand that 

it be. What, after all, can a young girl look forward to in her college years it 

already in her junior high school she has been exposed to night-long prcms and 

knows ot no curtew-Z And what will a young lad have as a sense ot new adventure if 

at siateen he owns a car and an unlimited allewaDoe and is allowed to come in at 

all times ot the night? In a sense our very concern with the wllbeing of our 

children has caused us to overwhelm the■ with too maiv- things and to destroy what 

is so precious among the young - their sense of perspective and balance which 

alone permits the■ to grow and to grow healthil7. One ot the aaddelft and most 

incongruous sights in our society is to see young couples establish themselves in 
when they are not 

the early years or their marriage ill most pretentious homes,/ !~Qx■,o4UA even 

a earning enough tor the bread and the salt which appears on the table. What 

values can we expect such overindulged young people to have established! They 

are surrounded by a world or things, not by a world ot goals, and it is not at 

all surprising that the generosity ot spirit, the charitableness ot the parents 

is Tery seldom refiected in a similar generosity of spirit and charitablenesa 

•ong the children. The children live in an unreal world of things, a world 

which their parents have 'built up tor them. I am reminded of this tamillll!rbut 

apt i't0r7 of a wealthy senior citizen who was much troubled ot mind. Re consulted 

every doctor and every psychologist and every psychiatrist in his canmunity without 

much relief. Finally he came to the rabbi and he told the rabbi of his troubles. 
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The rabbi ad'V'ised this man to go to the window ot hi• study and to rtell him to 

CS.acrB>•· to hilt the scene tliat he eav outside on the atreet. The un otiaernd 

and :r&parted that he saw Mn, waaen, busy at their work, shopkeeper.a 1n their 

atcre1, chilttren on their. way to aohool. And then tne rabbi told this man to 

turn to the mirrcr which was hanging on the wall of hia study and lto tell! him 

what be observed in the min-or, and of. course this walt~ man obaerftd Ollq 

hiallelt. ind the rabbi cuwnted to this man, !':You see what a aillple thin sheet 

et eilwr does when it is placed on a sheet of glass. When the glass ia without 

the eilver you can see the open wcr.ld about you. When the glass baa been sllwr.ed 

1:t- beccmee a mil'rcr. You can see only your ovn reflection and your CMl image." 

And so -.e17 often our society~ b7 putting a thin sheet of ailwr about our yowig 

J>'ople, deatro,a tar them the rl1ion of the I.-ger. vcrld with it■ tulfillment■ 

and it• struggle• and ita probleu and its tenaiona and it■ opp~uniti••• It 

fONMta th911 to think of thinga, not of goal■, to VV.tl') about poa■easiona, not of 

lit• plau. This i■ not a heillth7 •~te far thn. As I considttN\'l the pr.oblems 

~ an ·atnuent society l vu nainded ot a very- beautitul short pr-ayer which 

.,._.. in the Book of Pronrbs in oar Bible. It reads• thus.a 

IIOh, Lord, gin • not wealth or ponrt7. Feed me this day with 
my daily bread, for it I be tilled, I may be moved to sq, 1Who . 
u God?•, and it I be poor, l ■q tie ■Oftd to steal and so Pl'<'­
tane the name or God." 

Wealth,.- .thia ancient teacher 110 wll '>bservea, so often pervert• the perspective 
, 

with which we nev life. We forget, our health, our conacience, our talent is a 

gift of God, not a creation of our ovn. We forget that we would not be born into 

this age of plemy had not hlD'ldreda upan thouaanda upan milliona ot •n in ages 

past strugled to make our ci'ri.lisation and our science ahd our aoonomic order 

what it hu oeen, what it is todq. We tal'pt that we could not :lift ■llidat the 

pleasure and th• 1~ with which we 11:ve were it not for the thouaanda who 

labcred dilipntl.7 and detend nedq and devoteclq to bring the goods vhioh we use 

in our hoae• into our hemes and the p011se1sion11 vbioh we enjoy into the market 

they can be purchased. 
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If our age needs aey- philosophy to guide it through its own affluence to 

greater achievements, it would be sane understanding of the need far humility, 

for recognizing that affiuence alone does not testify to our worth-whileness, 

that unless we are willing to dedicate ourselves to all manner of social· concern 

our affluence will not remain long with us. Wealth permits, my friends, a 

generous hand. It permits man to be kindly to his neighbor, to help the man in 

need. Leisure, which is a by-product of an affiuent society, permits 11an the 

opportunity to serve in all manner of civic responsibility, on all types ot worthwhile 

Boards and institutions, in all areas of volunteer service. It permits us to work 

tor our bread and also to serve our fellow citizens. And these are our rich 
it 

blessings and rich opportunities, and/we would live well and llappily in the 

affiuent society then we must undertake to fulfil these larger responsibilities 

which affiuence poses upon us. We must learn not to be overly absorbed with 

material possessions and we must learn to be vho]J.y abaorbed with the ministry ot 

service which atfiuence permits. Ro age has been so rich in opportunity and 

potential as our age. We should not be unworthy of the obligations which this 

imposes. And I would close by reading to yol! a prayer from our p•ayer book which 

in so many ways sums up all that I have been saying, and which I would commenl to 

your hearts and to your minds as a guide sufficient for an age ot aftluance. 

•o Lord, though we are prone to seek tavors for ourselves alone, 
yet when we come into Thy pres9n.~e we are lifted above petty 
thoughts of selt. We become ashamed of our littleness, and we 
are made to feel that we can worship Thee in holiness only as we 
serve our brothers in 10'V8. How much we owe to the labors ot 
our brotherst Day by day they dig far away trom the sun that ve 
may be warm, enlist in outposts of peril that we mq be secure, 
and brave the terrors of the unknown tor truths that shed light 
on our vq. lumberleas gifts and blessings have been laid in our 
cradles as our birthright. Let us then, 0 Lord, be just and 
great-hearted in our dealings with our tallow men, sharing with them 
the fruit of our canmon labor, acknowledging before Thee that we are 
but stevarda of whatever ve possess. Help us to be among those who 
are willing to sacrifice that others mq not hunger, who dare to be 
bearen of light in the dark loneliness of stricken lives, who 
etruggle and ewn bleed tar the triwnph of righteouanea1 among men. 
So mq we be co-vcrkers with Thee in the building of Thy kingdom 
which has been our vision and goal throughout the age••" 




