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lllt tva. be aq9. to our nap and to t.b• pop11lar ncwel, and 7ou v1ll find that 

lt ollronlol• •· aooln, deapq diat.urbed and dlatraot.ed. A• a ~. he propo•N 

\Ii. ud1olne ot faith, tor be aqa that faith ren•ra a un'• confidence. Faitb 

r ......... a un .-.I Jr9JNll'• h1a a tor lit•'• n.Nal••• Faith rel••• in aan 

■UV of bi• lat.eat oapaolU• and preparu h1ll tor aobieveuaent in lite • 

. !be ..... lne Qsa!dlPPIH 1• a ....-1ne ot t.N'UIIOI\Y. It oontaina th• 

aplritaal b1op-apb1• of ■en and vaaen who haYe aooeptecl Dr. Peal•'• aed1o1ne 

and llbo llaw found tbat in tu.th and 1n prq_. theli- 11YN bave denloped a n• . 

cliaene1on. Through talth and prqw tbe7 ba'N beocM happier and aore auco .. atul 

•• and lfGUft. In the luu• ot (p""'91t,f through wb1oh I broned thve waa the 

obron1ol• ot a •hi'• dlttident WOIIUl vbo \brOQgh td.th found a •••na ot projecting 

ber J)8Nlqnallt7 and ot v1nn1ng tor benelt the •oolal approftl of her triendll. 

There vae a at.or, ot a too\ball t■• who Ulroagb prqw - ~P prqer - found the 

wq·to Tictor:,, and alao to a de-,.r •••n1nc ot tbe l"UP spirit and ot the aeanina 
, 

ot •pw\a 11111b1p. r~. tbere vu t.h• biop-aJill' ot a buain••• •n who had been 

bollblecl 1=r t11ll~" ot lnlldeqlaaa,. am who found that prq.- and taitb 1av• hill a 

.., oonn.cs... and .pend.\W bill lo •ooNII 1D ba•ln- and beraoe to aupport his 

te■si, &lld Id.a vlt• in a~ vbicda prwv1"'18i.1' be had been unable to aohine. 

lalr I baft no qu.rre1 ri\b n,.. Peal•'• ent.a.a■l••• fer tu.th. I too believe 

tut Mar ap ra1·c11¥ n••• •plrlt.ual Yal11u and epint.aal 1d•la• I t.oo •ir" with 
•. ·~~,: . ."'- ••;f,'J\'-.~. P•l,i<• • ,, . 

" · .. ,, •• • Dr. Peale tba\ taitb on wol'k woad_.. wit.h om- inner 11TN. J\ oawllelp:'"'1■ to 

ftall a aaob a1111.ed •••• of per~•• 1111dat, the Uaouaand toro• .Uld obataol• 

wld.ola 1_.,111• upon our dalq lite. 1alth ou 11w u• \bat. ll\loll n11ded NM• ot . 

pb'pNe llftll ad.Ill and oo1or t.o oar llY•• •t. NllabOlr l tNl tat, Dr. 

Peale'• ..U..t&• ,_. tal\b ~ no lillita, no 1:NNnd.11. • ap1~?ta 1n one breath 

et taltla u •plrl\ aadiot.ne a.Sot'- rwarda wblob taltb brlnp 1n the Jill'9iaal 

.... ,... tbe t.Ulllbl• IWUU wbiob tu.tb brlnp w ..... ..... 



Conaider h1• tonmla - and I quote - "Hard woric, positive thinking, right 

11T1nc, t.be ~r tr•t■ent of other bml•n being• and the proper kind ot 

prqer llnYI pt, reeulte. • And 1t you take the re■ulte which he cona1deMI 

trail the teet.1aoqy of bi• aagaslne QaWem,ta,., then th•• are reeulta ot a 

•ff'¥ tangible Mture. A W~n who nohinee eocial acceptance. A football 

tNII vbiob aohlnN a ■kein ot viotor.iea. A bu.sine•• aan who ach1n• aucc••• 

in hia oboaen enterprise. I aillp~ oannot accept such an optilliatic Yiw of 

the renlt• ot faith. I do not t"l that it oontoru with the reality ot the 

world •• it tlld.•ta. 

l ea1d thRt l bad brought witb •• to lw York the IPak pt Jpb. And 

u I brovHd tbrougb the 'blop-apld.N and the telltS..oni• ot the 9u141P91tcl 

Ul••lne I thought often ot the tea~ of the h9k gt Jg)a. Job was a 11an 

of dNp uad aoUd taitb. Job vaa a good 1118n. ·Qod bi■••lf says ot Job that 

there vu none like Ida 1n tbe •~ •• righteous. a 11an who tear-1 God and 

••••• tbe ffil. Job wu a un vbo worked diligentl.T. Job vae a u.n who 

:tit ta,,a poa1t1••17• Job wa■ a 111111 vbo pnJ'ed with b1a vbole heart. And as a 

reeult,, 1n a •1nll• dq banrlita ud, otr wit.ft. Job'• catUe, ligh~& icn1ted 

• fire wbiob d•t.ro7ed Job'•· barn and b1e •hMP, and k1lled his sernnta, 

Cbald:1111 robla•• attaoked b1a O&Nftllll and pillaged and deoillated th••• and 

• holfllnc tornado lrnlecl ~ hou•• 1n wblob hi• children were ...Un, and 

bJtoucbt t.h• t.o an unt.iael.7 dNth. And when Job peraiatecl 1n hia taitb, and 

wh•n Job oonU.sued to llve bf' the atandal'de ot right.eoua_wa and jut1oe, when 
. 

Job refuaed to bl.a•pb•• God or to r...-t. to•-- l•• noble •tandard ot action, 

Job b~•lt val attll.o\ed "1th dle•••• Tbe raaklns pain of a dreaded •kin 

ailllant ooureld throup bl•~ and no lonpr allowed Ida a ■oaent ot respite 

or r.U.et. !hi• va• the r-rd wbioh Job reoelved tor bard vork and tor positive 

tldllld.111, wl tor rich\ 11nns. 
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How ot course Job 1• a book or tict.ion. There 1a no earthly counterpart to 

anpieb to vhioh Job had to aublli.t as there is no earthly oaus• tor the trouble• 

which Job und_....t. Ood and a •doubting ThOIUla" ,angel were arguing in Heaven 

concernlns th• nature ot 1111m. Ood bad a high opinion of us. He felt that we 

were oapable ot noble aota, ot acts of d1Binterested eerrice. No •o the 

doubU.ng angel. He telt that no 11an acted but out ot selt-interest.Wlien man did 

that vh1ah •-• propei- and right he did so only to win the approval ot bis 

•oo1et7 beoau•• be telt tbtat he would gain aore by 1t. Ood did not argue theory 

¥1th this angel. inat-.cl he ottered hill a living exaaple, the para1on ot no­

bility in, hie age - Job. Look at ray servant Job. Ia he not a un ot fully 

noble spirit.? le he not a aan or courage. ot uprightn•••• of dNp talth. 

Sure]¥ the a.aaple ot such a un w111. 0 Angel, dtllUUld ot 7ou a 11ore hopeful 

waluaUon and utimate of bullan nature. But the angel ecotted. The •nc•l 

chjded Oocls How la Job 1n any vay a proof of ,-our oontent1on7 Have 7ou not 

wilt. a heels• around JotiT Baa he not been bleeaed vith poeition, with wealth, 

with t .... vitb taa117. vi.th love? Hae bu caurage and his ta1tb ev~r been . . . 

tried? Baa b1a obaraoter ffff been put to the teet? ~ Jo~ is put to the test . . 

Job 1a llade to nrter all~•••• anguiahea. 1n order to vindicate God's 

judp,ent of .. n. • 

Bia troubles are l1teraey t1ct1on. But as is eo otten the case in 

great literaey vorka, there is a good deal ot' real t1'Uth 1aplied in this faction. 

Porth• Book ot Job teach•• us that Ood has never pr0111sed many •IV' "quid pro 

quo• tor 1ood conduct. Lite 1s not a school roc111n which at the end ot the 

tera the good aoholar and t.he diligent atudent 1• rewarded with praises and 

vltb pri•••• Ood ha• n9\fer eigned vi.th an., ot u• • prOllissory note guaran­

t.Mlnc the bearer his· heart.•e dN1re ln return tor reot.1tude and probity and 

allep&noe. We a1ght v1eh 1t were so, butt.he world 1• not ot our uk~ • 
• 



.. 
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The Book ot Job underscores the inecrutability ot lite. Lite is. not a 

)lildtt,emined ■OYe•nt from birt~ to grsn through oClllfartable and predictable 

etage■ • The road ot lite ia tilled with sudden ~oura. It runs C/'fV' rough 

terrain and is beaet with obstacles, with by-patha, and wlth detours. There 1• 

a tragic element to life which frm time to time intrudes upon the hapw routine 

ot our existenoe. For what is tragedy but the unexpected intrusi'3n of unbappina•• 

and ot sorrow am ot loss and of grief upon the normal day to day activit7 of IIUlll? 

Look cloaeq evmi at this ccntortable, antiaeptic wal'ld in which we live and 7011 

v1ll Ne that there 1s bar~ a home and hardq a t•iq vhiob does not bear the 

•can ot the t,ragic element of lite. Here a young mother nurses a child who v1ll. 

newr valk. Here a 7oung widow draws close about her the mantle of 11111cry, 

val~ng loneacnely thr()U8h life warmed only ~ the dim fire ot 10ft. Here a 

father carries on br&ftl;y t ·hougb bia son left hi• houae tu1l ot youth and 1trength 

and will DIINI' there ret,urn. I ne·td not NOite to 70U axaaplea ot this sad litaa, 

of trapd.v. I ~•b anl7 to undareccre, u .Jfj) •ought to underaoore, thd all lite 
. . 

bu tb11 1:ragio elaant. We oupt not ~o look at lite Onq through roae-colored 

11••• and to pre■-11 that each day .will be a happier ocouicn, a ntcre joytul 

appanum.tr than the lat. I\ vlll ldllp~ not be 10. When ve leut expect it, 

lthen w are leut prepared, tragedy nllc• in tbl door. 

Hard vcrk, 117 friend.a, hard .work and rilht, living and positive thil\Jdng . \ 

ai..,.a bring relUl.t■ except vlwn death ilatrude• 1taelt between the prcat.ee and 

th• tul.t11JMmt. 

Bard work, poaitiw th:!¥11&4, Pl'Cl)er pr.,_., alvq1 bring reaulta emapt, 
.·• that 

1lben •--one better plaoed, abler tlml w, ••• tba •sr1a 10ll/w covet. 

What I • •-,1ug, and what Job vu ur1nl, 1• •111Pl1' th.las that though 

the CNt and lt7le ot the prll8nt ot, ta.1th that ve draw ara1nt ua when the BUD ot 
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good tortune •bine• aay not utter, it matters sreatq the aut and at:,le of the 

1anaent of faith which we draw aroand ua vhen the first ill winds at rd.atartune 

blow and havl about ua. The fragile au er garanta, the prweuta of the un vbo 

expeota Ood to reward him tar hie good conduat,will be plucked ott hi■ baok w the 

first blut of the hor-rl1ng winter vind■ of pain and loss. At the WJ7!'1 MC111nt when 

un II08t need■ the aerene cOlllfort; ot faith, hi• mind v:111 be tilled vi~h ~,,ut-t. 

In■tead or finding cmtort, hia soul v.Ul t.lnd ~ bittemeaa. For Ood will 

haw let this ■an down. God will hne gmie back on Ria prcatae. Where there 

ought to be omaolatian and encouragement and remll9d strength there w1ll be onl~ 

a vain nay.1.ng or the fists against an unheeding Heaven,~ the tiitteme•• ot 

trutration. For God will not have · ·llftd up to a prcaise which He neTer •Ida~ and 
' . 

the faith of such a man will not be equal to the danands vbiah pJOe■ 

upon it. 

When w are taaed with ,deatll, when w _.. t,oed vi.th bitter illneaa, vhen 

w are taoed with arv ot the trasi JA11em1 life, vhatffer tait • · cl:a1a la 
. 

•orel.J tried. Cb]i it w bah long •inc• been prepared to Yiev our t«t. th haneatq, 

oaq 1t we haw achiewd a true perapectiTe on oar faith bu our faith .aror hope 
l\ .... ' 

ot ariiri..ng the cba]]enp ot such an hour. JfiJ bad suoh a faith. I.cng before 
' ' . 

the da:, ot hi~ anguish, Jfb knew that it Ood' • bl.easing ehme upon hill it vu not 

beoauae of hi• sterling charaat.r. e that it tartune turned again8t 
''· 

hill 1 t vaa not beoauae ot UV" laok on hi• part. When Jri,' 1 vile, Q"'1"1fflebied 

with her. grief, diatraught, UJU'WrVa.!, turna to Job and criel Cllt to bili, •cur• 
• . 

Ood ad diel• What doe• Job auwer? "Thou epeakeet aa one of the illpla11a VCIIMID. 

What, •hall ve not recei w good at the hand of God and ah&U w not expect al.10 
: 1 

' 

to reoeiw nil?" Job had long since undvatood that thlre IINSt be in 
. 

twilight aa wll u the dawning, that the ,a,■ wr IUD ot good tartune vill be 



vill be replaced by the brutal anova ot winter. "The Lord has glwn. The Lord 

has taken avq. Blessed be the nau _of the Lord." 

The Book ot Job, then, teachea UB many things. It teaches us that we 

ought not to see lite only in itl hopetul oalara. We muat eae lite in all of 

its parts. It teaches us that w ought not to look on good conduat u a meana 

tor achieving tor ouraelTes auacesa or tame ar fortune - that often in lite the 

good 11an fflWlt sutfor and the wicked man seems to proeper. Is there than no 

.reward tar good living, tor good c~duat, tor faith in God? 

Paradoxically JdJ, who moat denies this theaia, most attirms it. When 

Job. wa,a overwhelmed with his griet, three of his fmiliar friends, Eliphaz the 
I . . 

TeNDite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Na-tbite, oaae to caosale him. 

For the seven days of mourning they sat beaide hill 1n ailent ocapanionahip1 

extending the UMpaken word ot S,11Path,- vhioh ••a ao much in the hour of loss. 

And when the .sewn dqs or mourm.ng were c:rter theN thrN good &iends or Job 

tried to c onsol• h1111, to ocntart h1JII by explaining the meaning of his auff ering 

and, by encGUraging him to teel that bis aut.tering would be onq' tar the hour, 
•• J 

t~ in ti• God his redeemer ~ould oame. These men, in brilliant poetic 

clial.c,gue, examined the whole pbiloaophJ of human suttering, and they tried to 
. . 

npbuize to Job that no man is perfect, and that C',od a oa11tillle• punishes oven 

the good man, in order to gift that un paw,e, to maim him rem8111ber that there 

1• al~• room tor im.proftm8Dt, that when 7ou look along the llkein oi~ biator, 

the high living of the wicked ia onl.7 tm preui>le to their tall and the defeat 

ot the good is but the preamble to ttheir triuaph. Job, etrangeq, vould haft 

none ot this c01atort. Ewn thouah· theN •n prom1Hd him the ultimate reduptim 

ot God, Job denies conaiatentq in the dialogue their eaNntial then.a• He 

NtwNta to admit, that bia rate vu in aD7' vq dependent upcn hia action. He 

cllni•• t!wt the TUt owrarching anguish to which m had to submit ia in any vq 



comnensuratc with "-teakness or wickedness on his part. Job simply refuses to adnd t 

that there is any n.aible balance in lite between perfidy and punishment, between 

ael'Yice of Ood and success in li'fing. This Jcm will not admit. 1/hat then? no.a 

this mean that it~ is a toolish virtue to continue to atruggl.c to do the rleht? 

Might not t -he ehest1ng way be better t.hm the hooost way? Might not the self'­

interested way be better than the self'les9 vay? For if God ts unheeding, and it 
-

there is no reward in life tor our good &?eds, ,my then should we penaliu our-
, 

aelves through charity, through graciousnes.s, through gentleness, whan we might be 

teat.hering our ow nests, without thought to ~ need but, our own? Job refuel 

to admit this pbilosop~ which many of the "hero.-philosophers" of mankind he.w 

eepouaed. Job prefers to think that the right is worth the do:S.ng simply because 

it is the right. Job pretai-a to remind ua that tho revard of the good deed is 

the good deed itiselt. We Mnat not look in, the phyeioal warld about us, in the 

world 0£ things, far the reward of man. To tind that reward ve MUat look in the 

inner world, the warld of eaotiona, or oonscienae and ot oharaoter. If we look 

into -thia world w vill ••• and w will Uilderatand the rewards of goodne•s. The 

rward ot the good deed, Job a-,a, 1s the aoeuranoe that w have conducted our • • 

11 wa u warthvh:Ue sona ot God. The reward or the good deed 1o the peace of a1 nd 

that w achieft when w are conacious that w have liwd by manly, decent RandardaJ 

that ve haw acted with ld.ndl1neu ~ with gentleneaa ton.rd• our neighbor•, and 

that ve have in all ways cQIIJ)orted auraelw• u divinely' con.figured h1m1n beinp. 
' . . 

Thi reward of the good deed 1• the inner pew, the innc- Nlt-aaaunnoe vbioh • 

danlop when we are OCl18cioue ot having dona the noble deed. In ■hart, the nvard 

ot the good deed 1• our ovn senae of peracmal vcrthvbUene••• Jfil N78 u •IOh• 

•I vill bold fut to-, inliooenoeJ I vill not dll\r it. 
tv' cODHienae haa no regrets allot ar lite.• 

And when our conacienoe bu no rear.et•, when• haw unreel aunel'N• (and w are 

the harden judge• ot thi•) vtwn w · have aanred OUl'■elw• that our live• haft 



• 

been noble liwa, worthlmile liwa, that w have done all that it vu in our pOIMr 

to do tar others, f..:Jr our God, then it rtattera little whether we live uaidat the 

richneas ot the earth rr in simpler surroumi,igs. It IM'ttere little 'Whether ve 

enjoy the 1hllnesa or health or must struggle against the debility ot illn•e•, tor 

w will have found the secret or true happiness, a aenae ot inner peace vtd.ch v1ll 

be our• whatever our fortune. It will acconxp1111 us in good times, it will abield 

ua in bad timee, 1 t ld 11 be ours always. 

Thie, then, is the burden of Job. He teaches us to look with candor and 

v.lth honesty at lite. Re teaches us not to expect lite to be a contimdng round 

ot ple•eure and of joy, but to remed>er that "man who is born or w011an is fw ot 

daye and full of troubles. He blooms as the flower, and he wither•. He nee• as 

the shadow, and continua• not.." Job ulca ua to build our taith an an honest 

estimation ot the reality ot ~ vorld. Job JWW1m!• ua not to expect Ood to 

return us CJY' dividend for right 11'V'ing or tar taitb. rhat dividend tdll be our■, 

but it 1a of the ■pirit, not t4 the world. It# will be ours because ve will have 

held taat to our innoaence, 'beoau■e our oonacience ld.ll not reproach us all ot 

our dqa. 

Amen. 
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