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TII IIOIO II AMIRICA 

A stwt, ot lilbt• and U1t1•• 

!be Tl ple 
10,11 blr 23, 19,a 

Rabbi Daniel J•• v Silver 

It hu been •aid· t.bat OOlamnl• and oolar are tbl tvo moat Nriou 

obi], .... llbloh tao• the Allerioan people. OeJ'ta1nl7 tbaN two problell• aN 

not 1111Nlatect. ,_. wbat. nooea• oma■ani■t propaganda bu aohieftd 1n tha 

onoe-oolonial natian• ot t.t. world 1a in no ■ all •uan -. to the failure 

of J.111rioa t,o abide wit• pladge of equal. jutio• and equl ripte tor ever, 

oitisen. TM ftat. •3or1t.t ot ti. popalation ot oar ~d 1a todq non-white. 

TM•• peopla are datend.necl no lonpr to danoe t.o tbe tune ot the 11b1te piper. 

TM., d1•111d lndllpencl1aoe, napeot, tor their jade ,ant, the prinlege of Nlt

datendnat,ian in ut.ten ot nat.l•ll daat.1117. TbeT -- •nn the ••t honeet 

ad wll-inttntioned -DI thin - baw good reuon t,o p&11N and to consider 

clelSMrateq u. Nl• ot m1noa ~ tOIIU'da her om o1tisena before 
.., ...... . 

tbey ao•pt tbe ~ and tbl prop•end• and tha a1d and the political 

Ulblt.S.oaa ot lrtr1oa ~. ,_. 11Dfort.1111&teq, tholllh ca am1..t --•ta 

baw lllloh 41DIPfttecl oar raoe relat.im pattan, there 1• nttioient 

nbl'ta•• to•" uar1• t.o Mk• enn the beat intentioned m pam and 

take .took. ~ U.. aad obnm.ole. Tbe lnter1 ■1nt ot oar Japm•-

...S.Oa• 1D PftND oillpa dm1llc tlae laoond world war. TM •zJl• ot the 

Aalfteaa 1'Mltu to 01a'-ot.-U11 n,, qa1ok.\J' tor1ot.t.en NNn&tiona. The aoolal 

ull 110Dlld.o abu1 ot ta. Klxloan •1pa'-7 1111'1cer. n. oalloaa, blartl.e••• . 

aplwd illluU.on of U. Pa.el-to _Rloan oheap labor. And u the \ u:t,\( 



' - pt thia ohronlole tJmte 18 the t.raapet olarion call whiah brine• attention to 

th1• b1a\or., -- tbe oaokling• of Jia Croll, tbe oatenaullng• ot the Southern 

clle11ope, the Oftde raoial obaunni• ot the Wblt• CitiHna CounoU, the •lt 

pniN ot the Nlt at7lecl hero ot Little Rook, We haw cood reason tor Nlt 

reproaoh 1lben w oonaidar the hiat.Ol'J' ot raoe relation• in our 01m ooantry. 

Ron• of u can but understand how it 1• that our Olln record in this field le 

the aoet Nr1ou obataole to the acceptance by otbff nations ot the world ot 

the cloetrine• ot daooraa, and oin.l right.a vb.ioh w try to eepouee and to 

ohaapion. 

TM probl.eu of raoe .relationa haw tba II08t anoient h1ator., ot any 

probllll llld.oh tao•• the Amerloan people. · In 1619 twnty elaw• were sold on 

th• b¼Nk in J ... atcNn ool.OJl7. By' t-~ 7~~,. 162S a oouo1ence-1tr1olcen slaw 
/ • . 

owner bad ft ••d Id.a ftrat lm•an obattel. Frcii that W to tbl• oonftnienoe 

and oallounea• baft warred within the AMl'ioan breut against ou.r conscience . , 
,..,.t •.t.:." ,r:..1• , •· - • 

and oar 1aunr1edge ot thl right. ImirAC the wole ot ~• ~vent.eenth and 

•i&btaanth oentvie• \be al.aw trade vu oarr18d ~t unabated. cargo after 

oargo ot bman 111.tVJ wu brought to our Amerloan ehoree • . Bllt 1n the me · 

period tM Soo~ ~of rrienda, the .Qaakera, and noh redoabtable Puritar, 

■~nlater• u Cot.ton Mat.bar. and John Blliott epoa wt in unmistakable ten.a . 
. 

againat the injut1ce and illlonlity ot h1111an al.awry and undereoONd,_ that in 

the Cbriatian tradition all Mn are equal before God. Th• Constitutional · 

Cmmmt,ion bowed to the nNda ot aoo•odation, ot taporisation, and thq said 

that oni,, thne-n.tt.hll ot the •law• wre to be sranW representation. The 

s,11 ot R1pta of oar eon.tl\utlan apoke oa.t an the tmidulntal ~ruth tbat all 

Mn are _...ted equal and that t-., are end.olMd bJ' their ei.ator with certain 

illallaah\e rlpt•• B.r 1817 the •n ot good vU1 and of oonaoienoe in our 



ltf.t.lon bad nooeedad in banning mr, further ilaportation of slafta, 1n out-

1awinl the al.aw trattio. But 1n the 18201a and 18J01a the tugitiw slave 

lmr• w:re barabeed, and ·1n the Carolina• a slave revolt, an attempt of the . 
al.aw• to v1n tbe1r 011D treedal, WU brutal 17 and bloodily put down. we 

t~ght a Cifl.1 War here 1n A118r1oa to ro~ Ollt the wed ot human enelawment. 

Bat after T1ator,' aon lethargy' •t in, and we quickl.7 allowd the South to 

. elip baok into taldliar patterns of old prejudices and old injusticea. What 

I a aq1ng 18 tbia I America baa alwqa been ooneoioua ot the right. We 

baw lcnOIID that God and tnth bespeak muun equality. We have never argued 

with ti. principle that justice mu.at be color blind. But untortunatei, in 

praotioe • haw equiTOOated and va have temporized and• have allowed our 

needs to acoomodate the aooial. fabric, to undermine fundamental national 

. prinoiplea. B\lt ewn in mamenta ot selt rebuke w are never to forget that 

Amerloa vu ti. first ot the great nations ot the world 1n modern times to 

outlaw tbl ala.Te trade, that alone ot tm great nations ot the world we have 

been willing to tight, brother against brother, for the sake ot those not our 

brothers in tl.eah, but in spirit. That we have succeeded in our Federal 

GOTernllllmt in gaining complete equality ot employ•n•J. and ot aeourity and ot 

job opporl,"111.ty tm- Mn ot all color• ot Itkin and ot all creeds • .American 

progreee m raoe relation• bu been elov. Privation bas continued. Never

theless we ought not to forget that n haft not allowed the rat1onal.1zatiana 

ot the raoial11' prejudiced to become the aanotitied pririciplea ot law or the 

aanctitied teaob1,-• of the oomentional ouatCIU and mores ot the marketpl.aoe. 

WI haft known that which VU right. The pit7 18 that we haft not al.11171 acted 

upon that knowledge. 

IndMd, it 18 ~ in tba South that there ba• not been even a begrudging 



approTal of the doctrine or human equal 1 ty. The last centur., haa •en a 

vut ill1prOV8ment 1n the lot ot all the citizens or our nation, and throughout 

our oountry in matters ot employment, 1n matters or education, in matters 

ot tinanoial prosperity, 1n matters ot recreation, 1n matters ot housing, 

all of Ol11' citisens, blaok and white alike, have moved forward greatly 

towards an.enjoyment ot the .American prosperity. Only in the south hu 

the last century been a century- ot regression rather than or progress. 

Only in the South has the wall of separation between the races been raised 

e'IV•: hlghtJr. For atter the brief and chaotic period ot reconstruction the 

South quickly set about to strip its Negro citizens or their vote and or 

their representation. Through grandfather clauses and literacy teats, 

through the poll tax and through the subterfuge or the aJJ-white Primar.Y, 

the SOuth quickly took awq trom the Negro h1a vote, his right to be 

heard in the form ·ot politics. The South ae1zed upon the "separate but 

equal• formula ot the f!a9l are1n,t Ferguaon decision ot 1896. In order 

to justify not only segregation in the public schools, but the maintenance 

ot the Negr.o in the condition of W.iteraoy, hence of subordination, bJ 

providing him. a aohool qstem which waa not~ separate and minimal but 

separate and miserable. In every area of lite - in public tranapo~tion, 

in recreation, 1n medical care, in houing - Jim crow has been the standard 

bJ vhiah Southern laws haw been fraed tq1d Southern codes hava been 

establiahed. Dr. John Franklin hu •puhliahed a short hiato17 ot racial 

segregation 1n the United states. It 1s published by the .American AoaclemT 

ot Political and Social Scienoe. In this history of segregation he haa 

spoken ot the wall of apartheid v!d.oh has grown and grown high, eepeoially 

in the halt oentur., between 187.5 and 192S, in theae termaa 



-s-

The law had created two worlds, so separate that communication 
between them '.WU almost impossible. Separation bred suspicion and 
hatred, toS'tared rumors and misunderstanding, and created conditions 
that made extreme~ dittioult any steps toward its reduction. Legal 
segregation was so oomplete that a Southern white minister was 
mowd to remark that it •made or our eating and drinking, our b\Ving 
and Nlling, our labor and housing, our rents, our ra1Jroads, our 
orphanages and prisons, our recreations, our very institutions ot 
religion, a problem ot race as well as a problem ot maintenance." 

Yet law was only one part of the D18ohanism keeping the races 
segregated. N~tmar"1~~ devices were amployad to perpetuate segregation 
1n housing, education, and places ot public accommodation even 1n 
comm.unities whore civil rights statutes forbade auoh practices. 
Patriotic, labor, and business organizations kept alive the "Lost 
Cause" and all that it stood tor, including the subordination ot 
the Megro. Separate Bibles tor oath taking in courts or law, 
separate dom-s t~ whites and Negroes. separate elevators and stair
ways, separate toilets existed everywhere, even where the law did 
not require them. Fin~. there was the 1ndividua.l assumption ot 
responsibility for keeping the Negro 1n his place, such as the white 
man who pl.aced a rod across the boat to segregate his Negro fishing 
CCl1lpanion while th97 ate lunch, and the archivist ot a Southern 
atate vho cleared a room of manusoripts, ordered a special k8Y", and 
uaigned an attendant to serve a visiting Negro aoholar who would 
otherwiN have had to use the regular research room, trom which he 
wu not barred by law. • 

By' the midcll.e ot the twentieth century- the pattern ot segre
gation vu as irregular as it was complex. Every conceivable form 
ot eeo,tgation had been evolved, although one would have had to 
Tiait marv places to observe all the variations. The wall of 
aegregation bad beoome so formidable, ao impenetrable, apparent4', 
that the entire wight ot the American tradition ot equality and all 
the strength of the American oonatitutional qatem bad to be brought 
to bear 1n order to make e'V9n the slightest crack in it. 

Untortunate],1'1 history belie'a the claim of those who sq that it lett 

alone the South would haw slowly, gradually achieved a condition ot 

parity-, ot equality- between her peoples. The contrary is true. Stubbornll', 

intraota~ the South has opposed every move intended to give to her Negro 

oitisena their jut place in the American sun. For over twent:, y-eara th-., 

delqed in the courts the attempt■ ot ·s011tharn Negroes to enroll their beat 

yoang people 1n the graduate protesaional school• ot state-supported 

uninraitiee. For twenty y-eara they delqed and th-., procrastinated. For 



fifteen 79ars thq delqed and procrastinated against legislation intended 
~ 

to outlaw Jim crow in interstate transportation. And when the supreme 

Ooart i'iruilly struck down this legislation as unconstitutional, the South 

has turned to suasion and to violence and intimidation in order to nullif7 

in tact what has been negated in law. And when the Supreme Court struck 

down one after another the subterfuges by which the South had disentran

oh1sed its Negro the legislatures and the lawyers of the South combined 

to devise new subterfuges, new legal technicalities in order to prevent 

the Negro from voting. And the ingenuity of these new subterfuges would 

do justice to a much more worthy cause. And when the Supreme Court 

declared in May ot 19 54 that segregation in the school system was 

essential.ly-_unequal and lUljuat, it must be eradicated and done aay with, 

the South has not met this decision with arq desire to achieve it in time, 

to put it into practice, but ·rather with massive resistance and with a 

doctrine ot interposition. Unrortunatel.1', history belies the claim that 
... 

had it not been tor economic pressure and governmental Federal prodding 

the South woald ot 1ta own good will have worked, al.owly perhaps but 

deliberate:cy-, towards the equality or all of her peoples. Senator John 

Fulbright or Arkansas ia lmown as ·an internationally minded statesman. 

He is considered to be broadminded and liberal. He baa full knowledge ot 

the trailt)r and the weakness ot the human being and sepoialJy o~ the 

Southerner with his legacy of prejudice. But untortunateq he hu not the 

aame lmowledge that it ia the ••~tial truth ot life, the human bardan 

upon eaoh ot us to overcome our walmesaea and to seek to better ounelws 

rather than to roil and to remain 1n our prejudice• and in om- hates. 

Senator Fulbright entered a triet ot llllOUf 9Pr1 e• to the supreme court 

llhen the Board ot Education appealed troa Little Rook tor a delq 1n the 



deNgregation order. And I should like to read to you a section from thia 

brief because I beliew that it will show you the despair ot the South -

ot the beat minds in the South -- the all-too-reaey acceptance of their 

own frailty and their unvillingnesa to accept the responsibility ot 

strength rather than ot wakneaa. Senator Fulbright wrote r 

The people of Arkansas endure against a background not without 
oerLain pathological aspects. They are marked in acme ways by a 
strange d18proport1on inherited from the age of slavery. The vbites 
and Nflgl'Oea ot .Arkansas are equaJl7 prisoners ot their environment. 
No one knon what either of them might have been under other oiroum
stanoes. oarta.1n4r, no one ot them has ever been tree with respect 
to racial relationships in the sense that the Vermonter, aq, has 
been bee. Each society is conditicned by the other's presence. 
Each carries a catalog ot things not to be mentioned. Each moves 
through an intricate ritual of evaeions, of make-believe, and 
sa.ppreaaions. In Arkansas one finds a relationship among men without 
counterpart on this ocntinent, except in si,nilar southern states, and 
all this is the legl.01' ot an ancient and melanoho:cy history. 

Under the oircumatances, it is inevitable that there should 
haw coma into being what one might call a soutthern mind. And it is 
a grave error, it N91118 to me, to tail to realize that there is a 
southern mind ••••• 

History tells us that race memories long endure. Thq are 
perpetuated. in ivt,hs, in monuments, and 1n a mother I s luJ laby. They 
are Nntimlntal and emotional and when stirred up, they become 
irrational. • 

1
• are oontronted here with a problem, novel and_ pnpraoedanted 

in the bistorr of our country and extraordin~ oomples. In our 
congenital optillliam, we Americans beliew, or affect to believe, that 
aooial questions ot tha greatest ditticul't7 mq be solved through the 
disoovary and application of a sovereign remedy that '!\~l torever 
dispose ot the problem. Yet all this fiies in the taoe ot hnman 
experience. Thua, tor •xample, a so-called Jewish problem haa 
endured tor more than 2,000 years. The Roman Catholic-Protestant 
problem has sbdl arly endured since the Reformation, and one. might 
add the Isl.am..chrietian problem and the Hindu-M11al1JII probl.eil, among 
marv others, whioh plague various groups of men 1n thia and in other 
oountriea. M:1JJit.m.s ot lives have been sacrificed to thia problem and 
the end 1a not 19t. 

I would suggest, then, that the problem ot aohool integration in 
Arkansas is more JJ.keq - bearing in mind that tleah and blood 1a 
weak and trail -: to yield to the alow oomersion ot the human heart 
than to the remedies ot a more urgent nature. 



Unfortunately, the heart ot the South has been more cynical in its outlook 

than converaioniatic, more self-seeking than conscious or the error ot ita 

wqs~ Unf'ortunately, unprodded the southern heart has not taken awq a 

single brick trom the wall ot separation between the peoples. And no one 

argues with the southern plea ror time. Time is or the essence 1n any 

problem or accomodation between peoples. It is the greatness or our 

country that we have grown into the present national well-being slowly 

through a process or gradual ernoreacence rather than through a series ot 

chaotic, sali-deatroying revolutions. And yet the plea tor time must not 

be allowed to mask a plea for the opportunity to procrastinate. But we 

J1lU8t demand or the southern man·of good will the honesty ot intent, a 

pledge of common purpose. The time will be hii, but he must first evidence 

to us that his pleas tor time are not thi ~cal promptings ot man det.v

mined that, given an opportunity, the, will undermine, they" will sabotage 

the stated purpose or our law and the stated principle of our moral code,, 

This wa must command or them. This we mu.st demand. I pray that there may 

be men of the South who have a heart which is slowly y-ielding to the 

pressures ot conversion. Much bas been made recently ot the development 

1n1he South ot a new temper. Mr. Harry Ashmore, editor tram Little Rook, 

the~ citadel where Faubus bas muttered tort~ his imprecations against 

the .Negro race, bas spoken in his book ai EJ?J,kRb tor plx1e ot the man, 

pressures . which have served in his 1111nd to bring about · a broadening ot 

outlook among the southern whites. He spoke ot the intluenoe ot the 

depression and ot the social vision of thl Nev Deal. He speaks ot the 
' 

H1tlerian var and ot the realisation b., lllaJV' that it we tight injustice 

abroad and racism abroad w cannot tol.-ate injwrtioe and raoiam at hC1118. 

He speaks ot economic. revival ot the South .and ot the arrival there u 



part ot this movement ot new blood trained in a freer climate. He speaks 

ot the broadening aspects ot travel, or military service, ot education 1n 

uniwnitiea beaides those ot southern cities. And he S&y'S that all thia 

baa brought a leavening to the southern spirit, that they are now more 

tolerant, more villing to experiment pragmatically toward8 a condition ot 

racial change. I pray that this may be ao. Certa.1ncy' it must be so it 

the social achievements or the last decade are to have any lasting value. 

For the wall ot segregation in the South nmst be removed and reduced by 

southern handa it 1t is to remain rubble, But unfortunately, in all 

candor I nm.st also say this s that it a new southern mind and southern 

leadership is indeed developing, its most oonapicuous characteristic to 

date has been its utter silence. Possibly the most happy auspice tor the 

future lies 1n the devalopnent ot an activist and dedicated and able Negro 

leadership. These men are determined to win £or their people their 

tundamental rights, and they have determined to win these rights tor their 

people peace~ and legally. The mob chooses the mask of soiled linen. 

These Negro leaders hava choaen to plead their cause publicly in open 

debate, and they stake their future on the educability of all peoples. The 

mob resorts to violence, these men resort to prqer and to moral persuaaian. 

Indeed, I take it to be one of the most miraculous events or the twentieth 

century that, considering the tensions and the hurts that must sear within 

the Negro heart, the leadership of the Negro people has spt.>ken 1n terms ot 

peace and low and accamodation and not 1n terms or violence and outbreak. 

Consider a man of the stature ot Martin lather King, leader of the bus 

bo,cott in Montg011ery. In the yea of that bo,cott his houee was bombed, 

and his church and the churches ot three ot his tallow ministers in the 

city vve bcmbed, Bia lite waa threatened DW\Y times. The saf'ety ot his 
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tamiJ1' was 1n jeopardT. He was oonatantq harassed by midnight telephone 

calla. He was 1Jn.pr1soned from time to time. He was made to suffer a 

thousand da1Jy indjgnities, as were his friends and his co-workers and 

his people. And yet this man and all of the leadership of that movement 

preached a doctrine of Ghandi-lilce, Tolstoian non-vielence. They sought 

to return love tor hate. They accepted abuse with silent · djgnity. In 

all of the yea:r ot the boycott the Negro did not resort in a single 
. .. 

instance to an act ol' mob violence, though God alone lmows how mat\Y 

provocations there mu~ have been. These leaders are keeping the natural 

ot!.t'bursts or their people in check. They are determined to work 1£. possible 

with men of good will throughout our nation for the good of all, and they 

seek their rights in a wq which must ocmmand the respect or all. Listen, 

it you please_, to the statement or nctqey- of Martin Inther King onoe the 

Supreme Court had ruled that segregated seating on the buses ot Mongo•r.r 

was illegal. You will not find in thjs text any trace or vindictiveness, 

aey ot the natural exuberance that the man might reel attar a long and 

di.ttioult and aanetimee bloody struggle has been won. !4-aten to the 

spirit - prot~ gentle, great spirit - or this speech1 

For more than twelva month• now, we, the Negro citizens or 
Montg0JDU7, have been engaged 1n a nonviolent protest against 
injustices and i,r,.d1gnities experienced an city buses. ·ie came to 
see that, in the long run, it is more honorable to walk 1n dignitJ' 
than to ride 1n humiliation. So in a l(Uiat · dignif1ed manner, we 
decided to substitute tired feet tor tired ,ou1s, and walk the streets 
ot Montgomery until the sagging walls of injustice had bean crushed •••• 

Uow our faith seems to have been vindicated. This moming the 
long awaited mandate from. the United states Supreme Court concerning 
bu Ngregation came to Montgcmery. This mandate expresses in terms 
that are crystal clear that segregation in public transportation is 
both legaJ.11' and sociologically invalid •••.• 

I oannot olose without giving just a word ot caution. Our 
experienoe, our growth during thi• put year ot nonviolent proteat 
bu bean nob that we cannot be satisfied with a court "victor,• O'V8r 



• 

-11-

onr llhite brothers. Wa must respond to the decision with an 
undarstandinc ot those vho haw oppressed WI and vi th an appreo1ation . 
ot the nev adjustments that the court order poses ror them. We must 
be able t.o tao• up hanut:q to our own llhort.oQlll,ngs. we mu.at aot in 
such a wq as to make possible a coming together or white people and 
oalored people an the basis or a real harllol\Y' ot interest,, and 
understanding. We seek an integration based on mutual respect. 

'lb18 is the time that we must evince calm dignity and wise 
restraint. Emotion D111St not run wild. Violenoe mu.at not oome from 
aiv or ua, tor it w become viotimize.d with violent intents, we will 
haw walked 1n vain, 111d oar twelve montha ot glorioua dignity will 
be tranatoxme4 into an eve of _gloQey" catastrophe. Aa we go baok to 
the buses let us be loving enough to turn an enmv into a triand. 
We Jl1U8t now move .trom protest to reconciliation. It is m::f firm 
oonviotion that God 1a working 1n Montgoma17. Let all men ot 
goodwill., both Negro and whi.te, continue to .work with Rim. With 
th1a dedication we will be able to emerge from the blaalc and de•olate 
midnight of man's ll'lhumanity to man to the bright and glittering 
dqbreak ot freedom and justice. • 

For auch a '9PNOh to 0011e frm a commanit7 of white violence tor to beepeak 

the heart ot the "interior" eegment of that 00Jnmnit7 must certainly prod 

the man ot good will in the South to again tin<i h1a tongue, to recognize 

that be hu so llUOh more 1n oOlildOn with the great-heartedness and the 

civic spirit. of auch men than he has with the rQlllhneok, semi-literate, 

prejudiced rabble whioh seems now to control and to determine their looal 

politica. I pr,q that man of good wlll tram both peoples will in the 
f 

South tind their ooman bond of o0111111U1lity teellllg and responsibility that 

thq mq work together to not onl.T erad~oate injustice but to eradicate 

that spirit ot violence 'llhioh is incubating nov in the south of our land. 

And I pray tar each and ever., one ot u that ve mq in our Olm heart■ , 1n 

oar own oouammit,y, reoosn1se that man lllU8t be judged not bJ' h1.IJ birth bllt 

bJ' hia worth, tbat man ahould be aooept,ed 1n oar eooiety not on the bui• 

ot h1a color but. cm the bui1 ot b1a oharaoter, that 1D qustiona ot 

ne~borhood, q,aeatioM ot education, qultiou or the triendlhips 111:d.ob 

wa oowt tor our oh1Jdren, in queatioae ot the sooiety whioh we 8U8tain tor 

. I 
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ourselves, questiona ot politics, ot economics, of religion - 1n all the• 

areas we begin to cease to see the color of a man's skin and see again the 

color of a man's heart, the skill or a man1a fingers, the talent of a man•• 

mind. The Negro people is the last of the great sub-cultures polity to 

seek and win ror himself a place in the American sun. He was brutalized 

by the brutality or slavery. His progress bas been retarded by a series 

or legal and de faoto injustices in every aspect and area of his lite. 

Where a member of his group fails to abide by the mores of our sooiet1 

we mu.st in large measure accept.the blame, for it is we liho have consigned 

that man to live in the dim light of the outskirts of our society. And 

when a Negro has achieved greatq and has won r or himself sld l l and pro

fessional ability and has made a contribution to our community or to our 

nation his triumph is single-handed, almost. .le cannot accept the accolade 

of support and or help,for our support bas been niggardly and our help all 

too often has been non-existent. And yet the var:, fact of his achievement 

should testi.fy to us the greatness or the achievement which the Negro 

people, liberated and educated, will bring certainly to our .American wq 

ot lire, ror they will tructi.fy with ideas and enrich with their talents 

every area or our culture in which they are allowed to have their just and 

proper place. The road which we must travel will be a long and tortuous 

road. It will require understanding and conviction and moderation trm all 

parties. Bu.t our goal is an unmistakable goal, and the fruits ot ga.1n1ng 

that goal are unmistakable. And I am firrricy' convinced the American people, 

1n their honest1 of purpose, 1n their-understanding of that which 1a 1110ralJ7 

right, in their fundamental adherence to the buio God-given dictates of 

ln:aman 8Q'IUµi ty, will 1n time achieve together a eooiet7 of true brotherhood 

such u our world has never aeen, auoh as our taith preaches and our God 

oOlll&Dda. 
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Facilities 

The beautiful campus of John Carroll University 

will be the site of The Ohio Catholic Conference 

for Interracial Justice. The University is 

located in University Heights, an eastern suburb 

of Cleveland. All workshops, conferences and 

meetings will be centered in the spacious new 

Student Activities Building. All meals will be 

served in the cafeteria, located in the same 

building. Mass will be celebrated in Gesu 

Church located on the edge of the campus. 

John Carroll University is easily accessible from 

downtown Cleveland by bus, and from all 

principal highways. 

The Conference Banquet, with Jackie Robinson 

as the featured speaker, will take place in the 

Rainbow Room of the Pick-Carter Rote l in 

downtown Cleveland. 

Housing 
One of the interesting aspects of the Conference 

will be the lodging of visitors and delegates in 

"Homes of Hospitality", homes of Clevelanders 

interested in demonstrating Christian interracial 

living in action. All housing assignments will be 

d "f. f' d" b • ma e on a 1rst come - 1rst serve as1s. 

Early registrants will be assigned to a "Home 

of Hospitality" if so desired. All others will be 

assigned to the Pick-Carter Hotel, one of Cleve

land's outstanding downtown hotels. So mail 

your registration card immediately! 
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•. , , ····--.,.....,, •- "It is impossible 

-~ · ' .94« r.r -· •• for any good Catholic 

Costs 
The Conference planning committee made every 

effort to make this the most economical conference 

you've ever attended, without sacrificing quality. 

All the cost details are on the enclosed registra

tion card, check your needs and mail it at once 

... you're on your way to spend a week-end 

you'll never forget! 

not to be on the side and 

in the forefront in the 

struggle for interracial 

justice for all men 
are brothers." 

-Francis Cardinal Spellman 

Ohio Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice 
June 15-16-17, 1962 • Cleveland, Ohio 



The words on the cover of this folder, from an 

address by Cardinal Spellman more than 10 years 

ago, remind us that good Catholics do not have 
a choice of sides in the struggle for interracial 

justice. 

Good Catholics belong on the side of interracial 

justice - - - and in the forefront. 

This is why the first Ohio Catholic Conference 

for Interracial Justice is being held. On June 

15-16-17, some good Catholics and others 
interested in interracial justice are meeting on 

the campus of John Carroll University in 
Cleveland for a weekend of ideas, insights and 

inspiration. 

Theme of the convention will be "The New 

Community". In obedience to the admonition 
• d • ''M Ma • '' l d d contame 10 ater et g1stra we are p e ge 

to a renewed and deeper theology underscoring 

the social teaching of the church with a view 

toward their ultimate application in the everyday 

community interracial situations and to affirm 

publicly the unity of human society. 

Workshops will be conducted on: Intergroup 

Organizations in the New Community, Psychology 

of Race Prejudice, The Negro and the Catholic 

Church, The Racially Changing Parish, Teach

ing Human Relations, Civil Rights, Housing in 

Suburbia and the Central City, Catholic Interra

cial Council Leadership and Programming. 

There will be a Social Action Technique Clinic 

and general meetings at which we will hear 

people who are experts and dedicated in the field 

of human relations and the Catholic lay aposto

late. 

Each day of the convention will begin with our 

participation at Holy Mass in the beautiful and 

grand Gesu Church. 

One of the highlights of the convention will be 

the lodging of visitors and delegates in "The 

Homes of Hospitality" (Cleveland families 
acting as hosts). 

The banquet dedicated to the newly canonized 

St. Martin De Porres will be another highlight 

which will be addressed by Jackie Robinson, a 

nationally known figure in the field of race 
relations. 

Why don't you come? The weekend will be most 

rewarding--Spiritually, Intellectually and Socially. 

Details of the conference-program, costs, hous

ing and such-are on other pages of this folder. 

There's also a registration card. Please fill out 

the card and let us know in advance that you 
. 

are commg. 

Program of Events 
Friday, June 15 

4:00-8:00 P .M. Registration, Student Activities 

Building. 

8:00 P .M. General session, Invocation, Remarks 

by the Chairman and announcements. 

9:30 P .M. Reception. Host: The St. Augustine 

Guild of Cleveland. 

Saturday, June 16 
5:30-9:00 A.M. Masses for attending priests-

Gesu Chapel. 

7:30 A.M. Registration at Information desk. 

8:30 A.M. Holy Mass, sermon-Gesu Church. 

9:30 A.M. Breakfast, Cafeteria. 

10:15 A.M. Opening of Conference. 

Prayer. Welcome, John Carroll University, 

Diocese of Cleveland, City of Cleveland. 

Purpose of Conference, Announcements, Explana

tion of workshops. 

10:45 A.M. Workshops: 

Intergroup Organizations 

Psychology of Race Prejudice 

The Negro and the Catholic Church 

The Racially Changing Parish 

12:30 P.M. Lunch, cafeteria. 

2:00 P .M~ General session, speaker, 

2:30 P .M. Workshops: 

Teaching Human Relations 

Civil Rights Practices in Ohio 

Housing in Suburbia and the Center 

city. 

Special Workshop for CIC leaders. 

3:45 P.M. Break 

4:00-5:30 Workshops continued. 

7:30 P.M. Conference Banquet, Rainbow Room 

Pick-Carter Hotel, principal speaker, 

Jackie Robinson. 

Sunday, June 17 
8:00 A.M. Holy Mass, sermon, Gesu Church. 

9:00 A.M. Breakfast, Cafeteria. R,1,11-r f.oMtCI~ 

~ 10:~ A .M. General session, speJlkerS ELI:, tas,L-l ,,"/fbb,· S,Li,f:~ l ( ,~".~,,ts Ir.I 1. ,-._ 011.S ,--

11:00 A.M. Break. ' 17" 

11:15 A.M. Clinic on Effective Race Relations-

Methods and Techniques. Closing Remarks. 

12:30 P .M. Brunch, cafeteria. 

1:00 P .M. Panel: Your Involvement in the New 

Community. 

3:00 P .M. Tea. 

(All events in the Student Activities 
Building unless otherwise noted) . 
~~-~4-\ 




