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Jt i• If' will that 117 children re■•in u1ociate1 in 117 timber -trade. After 
• ~ tbq a-. to••••~ •Cll.onre arOlllld the oe..tery and repair 
tat~ of tbe 9JDagope. ~ 19' boob Ilene to 1117 unmarried son Ben-
311 lln.· . ,It, otllar ••• and •<liZ-~ haw reoeiwd their ■hare of boob 
-,i1.-r' • 1111Tiecl. 11T vile, - -am liw, ■hauld OOCJ11P7- 117 house by herself, 
'bat tua in a poor -,han pr1: to liw vith her, ao aa not to be loneq. The 
......-1•• ot lldduh and lahd.Uah ahe 1• to pertarm heraelt. She ia to 
baw an equal ■hare 1n the estate v.lth all the other inheritors. 

len.1111in, the eon •ntioned ~ thia will, vu a man vho grew into competen07 u 

a adult. Be had uzv ot the •- ·quli.tie• ot industry- and ot straighttcrvardneaa 

u ~• tathar, and J9't he vu ■<111tbing more than hie father had ever been, tor he 
' . 

wu a un of rare apirit. There vu in hill a low of learning and a low ot people, 
' • 

a bard head conjoined to a aott heart. And this ia the will which Benjam:!n, the son 
I • 

ot ·111eser, lett1 

., ti• 11 ao•dng, and I ■hall 1oon haft the ad'Yantage of returning the 
p1edp I haw reoeiwd trcn ll1ll to vhm all pledges belcmg. Jlan is afraid 
of Ria ble&Nd Dlll8 and ot thl judpant ava:lting him in the next world, but 
I • going without arrr nd.sgirinp., I h&T8 hplicit faith in a merciful God, 
and I• -~ oom'inoed that GOd will onl7. ..te to me strict juatioe, and 
that Bevill deal with • flirth• in aocordanoe vi.th His great mercy and 
loY:!.ftl]dNIM••• 

ill that vu nall.7 Id.De in thi■ vcrld I leaw behind anl7 temporarily, and 
all 11T poa•••:lona which vill _. tall.av • haw never really been mine. 
lleawn 1a -, vita.■■ that I leaw th• beh:Jnd without m7 pang. With regard 
lo -r wal.th I leaw no will, tor ;r aa conT.lnoed that the ... bera ot 111' 
fallllt will either liTe :ln ,. ... and UD:lt7 IIIODI tm•elw• or will divide 
-,, wealth aong the ... lYe■ jutq and Id.th equity. I am convinced t :hat none 
ot t,-~ w:lll hide anything or bep lt ■eONt frOlll the other. It is ·further-

,. • ■ere-, wiah that 1117 ta~ --- that i■ my vite, may she live, my sons and 
- -Mal-in•ln -- to sift • tvioe, that i■ to •• :I ecliately attar ·my defth 
, tbe7 ■ho11ld draw up an eq 1r•l• and jut aaoaant ot -,q _varldl7 poaseaaion1, 

ilr enne, furniture and houebcwl atta.r1, and fran that aount taa ott 
• cW19•wnth pan u 19 peraeael • ilb.._ and diatribute this pal't mong ·the poor 
• tor .. ~~ wltare ot-., aoal. J'rm the reMinder, that is trom ~heh- real 
A:· td-,ltmoe, thq ahoulcl g:lw ·tithe a Noond tiae on their OIIII aocG11Dt, 

• ._ ·.·· ·•tftrS.~1111 \he IICD8J' ••1 the poor ja.at u : I haft alvqa been acaut0111td 
-:_ •• • :bo ~ .·ot: 111' Sw■1, 117 protita; • 19 NTem. My epitaph •~ou'!.d Jae verr 
• • ; -~.- · The iuor.lpt:lon on 117 tellbatone 1hould contain anly Ill' n-, the 
:·· ': · Ll )I ot 117 father, and the - · ·ot _,. death - noth:Jng .... And I be1 ot 

• · llllt .-.lbd 117 •ana-in-1•, do not lM clwn too noh to Tanitie■ or be too 
• . to r,• rioh and pru1,-aa, trr th• billff the Mrobmt, the 11uller 

• # I • ' o ,.r • 
• ! . 

,· z -~NI.I_,. 9h~lclnn to obwrYe the outoa ot distributing al.Ila, of giving 
· _,. >•• OD \he n1t ot the .., ,.._., one-tenth ot their ~otita to charit7. 

: ~ i~ • D ., ... happen tbat tbl buine•• d•• not •how .,,. profit at all, 
• ~ .. · ~ • 1••• U.. ahoald at4_11. gift cbar:lt,- all the aw, fer their loae 
.., \I:-~ a ten fr• God ot ble■Nd na■e. And abOYe an, I beg ilT children 



~ .. - .. .,·_~17 dq, to study' ~ least one page ot the '1.'al.ltud, ~d to :read 
• ., ot thll· book •The BeWJ.mitll ot Wiadam•. Even the WGMn-tolk 

~ an Sundays, on._.,...,., and _on tho holidays. On the day 
• ·~1a _ ~Mr•UT ot 1117 death 119'->rehould study the holy law all day long, 

a.l~t:JNf.i OlltD shoald diatribute: ·~1t,-, and above all charity given in 
llliilll'ill:. • recipient• to -~ - . varea ot the names of the giwrs • . ,, . . \ 

on Maur!ae outdl :rather in wealth, in social poaition. He 

bea-· prallinence • Polish-Jewish cCIIIIIWlity. He amassed a vast 
' 

oneidered a respectable citimen and a respected member ot his 

iut-somehow iri reading ~S.-<wtll ot Maurice, we sense that he never 

becaae •'- the ■an that his father vu. This i■ bis wills 

A~ net be sent to Pans,: ~ 1117 f\lneral 11Ust btt dela:,ed until my son 
~..... . I leaw in trust ten :thoueand pounds to be administered b:, the 
cerllhlliiltf, the yearly income to ):,le dietribut.ed among the poor. I leave 
ariother ten thousand pounds tar endowment of a bed in the new hospital. 
Thie becl ·i• to be called atteti · ••• •• Charity should be distributed on the 

• d9' of-, tunereJ.. Money gitt,; ehould be sent to all the scheola, and 
both i.-,.ra 111d pupil• ehoullf -ttollow m., casket. A Dqan or other learned 
---pi0$9 119ft should be hired ,o recite the Kaddush over me. My tollbetone 
afMe ·t)i, matter that ! • leiiing bi'11nd should be ardered ib•oad. A 

: . oel'tr.ln nil ot mone7 should be deposited with the conmunity and the latter 
: i to undertake the upkeeping· ot 1117 grave and my tanbstone. My business 

llbdl be known after tile n•e .,.of _~avioe, Jr., 1117 son • 
. • :i.. . ~J: . . ~.\. • 

And theft t~ tc,11ows a listing or -tSllaJ(Oiil advice to his son and to the manage-
, Jif., . ,:if' . • . "' 

•nt ot~' hti 'b~lftnesa which we need ~ ~- g& into this morning. 

•. 0,:-1.ii~ Jr., heir of a ft · • • : -une, recipient of the largess of his 
~·,'., ' ·, . J ' • 

• 'j, . • I 

tat ~. . • 1alt of the tour generaU~ (!f vhOlft we have a will, ve need read only .. 

reaU, ·t . .. ~- 1ih1eh hi has left 
. • ' . .... 

t,·WliHret, Ir., am leav.lng thla 81d neither in joy nor in grier, · but 
·• _,.oailt ot its emptiness. I can no longer live because I no longer 
ti_,. lll)'t~ng to do here. I • ·aheo1utel7 useless, because I have qut-

, µ. -~ lite. I have drunk~ ;from the goblet. of litl • I have 
-~ all the jo,land pl•uta• lllotted to•• I have eaten., drunk, 
mil lon,d 1117 till. I have been taught •&IV' things, but I have never 
'NW. • ,_..., h• to 11 ve - on1f how to ...Uow up life. I haw nothing 
iri' ~• varld to keep ae hire, to tie • to it. I have never wanted for 

• _;~. ~that woal.d be of- ftl• 'GIi' wai,t;h to •. I have taklln ewr,thing 
ld.thout care, voff7 or labcr. I haw taken it as it from public 

IIJlllflf - thUII b&Te I t• . b~~.: ttiinp amt people. ill haw · willingly 
• with a fri•Dd'.17 •ile and I haw never had a real friend. I in-

• ft8t fortune and it l,'llli and ·inffeaNd without 1117 help, · .._thout 
~ effort on 117 part. It pn and it grew until it had outgrown me. 
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Frequently my heart wept ~thin me . I was desirous of wantin som -hing, 
of having sanething to do. The doctors ordered me to take long walks , 
to travel, play, take up sane sport. But this was not life, only a 
substitute for life. It was an artificial life, artificial work. I have 
visited many countries but I could call none of them my own. I admired 
niany sights and places but I loved none. I spoke nuentl.y several lan
guages but I cared for none. I have played with words as if they were 
balls. I have changed nations and languages as one changes gloves. The 
whole world was mine, but I was too small and insignificant to grasp it 
and get a hold of it. My arm was too short to embrace :i.t and I could not 
subdue my world. And whatever I could have subdued and acquired I already 
found ready and waiting for me. It had been left to me. Everything had 
been done for me and on my behalf. Everything had been bought for me and 
on my behalf. My weal.th did the rest. 

Everything had been bought for me -- the smile of a friend, the kiss of 
red lips, and even the Kaddiah said for the soul of my father. At the 
utmost I have paid for things but I have never been taught to give and to 
bestow. The trifles, the small things, were too small for me and the big 
things were too big, and I had nothing to live for. 

I am dying because I am barren both in body and in soul, physically and 
mentally. There is nothing in me that can either live or make live. It 
is already long since that I have been alive, for I take no pleasure in 
life and now I am quite disgust ed with it. I have been treated after the 
manner in which a peasant treats a pig. I have been stuffed -- stuffed 
with things since I was a child. 

The arsenic is upon my table. It is a l ast drink which will intoxicate 
me and from which I shall never awake or grow sober. Have I any instruc
tions to leave vi.th regard to my wealth? What for? My fortune has proved 
ffl1' misfortune. Have I to thank anybody? No. I have paid for everything. 
I have paid also for this, my last drink. 

We can sympathize in each case with the feelings of the parent as he watched 

his child, the apple of his eye, grow into canpetent manhood or fail to achieve his 

father's ~ams. We sense the pride of Eliezer, the pride that he had as he 

watched Benjanin assume the responsibilities of business, accept the responsibilities 

of family, discharge the responsibilities of the good citizen, and go even beyond 

that -- begin to evidence traits of mercy and of generosity, of ld.ndlineas and 

gentleness which raisel the saint above the ordinary human bein • We can watch 

the pride of Benjamin as his son Maurice in his turn entered the business, developed 

it, showed himself to be persevering, determined, diligent, understanding, capable, 

and yet we can also see the growing seed of doubt, the doubt i n Benjamin's mind, 

and Ma~ice would understand the really basic lessons which he had sought to teach 

him, lessons about human relationships, l essons not of finance but of f amily, 
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lessons not of aggrandisement but of giging. We can sense also the tort,re, t he 

confusion, the trouble, the disbelief, the doubt in the mind of ~aurice, Sr., as 

he watched hie son, the son to whom he gave so much, grow each day more confused 

by life, become each hour more overwhelmed by life, less capable even ot continuing 

to live. And as we judge each of these relationships, I wonder if -we are not 

moved to make an observation or two about parenthood in general and its obligations 

and its opportunities. 

We are moved most of all by the tragedy of Maurice, Jr. I think each of us 

could read the mind of his father, could see there the self-justification born of 

absolute, utter frustration, "But I gave the boy everything. I moved to Warsaw 

that he might go to the best schools and meet the finest friends. I hired for him 

a tutor to cultivate him, to travel throughout Europe, to expose him to the finest 

in European culture. I bought him the best lllothes, I f'ed him with the best food, 

I provided him with the best medical care. I opened every door of advancement 

that was possible to open for him, every opportunity which a human being can 

enjoy in life I gave him. Why? Why?" And as we read the mind of Maurice, Sr., 

as I read it I was reminded of a scene which took place in lfr1' office as a Naval 

Chaplain some years ago. The seventeen year old son ar a well-to-do San Francisco 

family had enlisted in the Navy by falsifying his age. He had been sent to San 

Diego to the Recruit Training Depot there and was engaged in that training when 

his parents finally discovered his whereabouts. I was asked to arrange an inter

view, and if possible, a reconciliation. I shall never forget that interview. 

The boy stood in my office, silent, creatfallenJ pain was in his eyes. The mother 

wept silently. The father mumbled a greeting under his breath and then his face 

began to suffuse with livid red - with anger. He almost shouted as he called his 

son an "ingrate", and then in exculpation he turned to me and he said, "We gave 

this b07 everything. We sacrificed our vacations so that I could work and make 

more money to buy him a car, to put him in the best schools, so that we could bey 
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a home in the right suburb. We sent hi to the best camps. I joined country 

club so that he would have the advantage of its athletic facilities ands he 

could meet there friends who would be useful to him in life. We gave this boy 

everything -- the best or shelter, the best of care -- everything. How could he 

do this to me? How could he do this to us?• The boy, I remember, slowly raised 

his eyes trom the ground and looked painfully and sorrowfully at his rather, and 

in a whisper that spoke volumes said to his father, "Yes, you gave me everything, 

but FOU never paid any attention to me." I'll never forget those words. They •. 

reminded me that some parents are "check-book" parents. They give their children 

everything -- everything the child might want and ma.iv of the things a child might 

not need -- everything, except themselves. Maurice, Sr. vas a "check-book" parent. 

His child was beautifully, largely provided for. And these "check-book" parents 

are right in one respect. They are right in that they know that a child demands 

a large investment. But not of cash, but of care, not of pelf, but of self. The 

things that we can provide £or our chilnren, the wonderful things, the opportunities, 

these are the ~essert, but a child needs the milk of love and the meat of attention 

if he is to have a healthy' diet, a diet which will permit him to grow. And if his 

diet lacks that substantial food, that spirit-building food, the dessert -

gifts, presents -- these will only make him sickly-. They will not help him to 

grow. 

I know that Benjamin, the father of Maurice, Ir., understood that a parent 

must invest in his child attention, counsel, guidance, love, as well as provide 

him with a good education and many of the finer opportunities of life. Benjamin 

was a good parent. He was a good man, and it almost inevitably follows that a 

good man makes a good parent. He was an understanding man. He lmew the value of 

people. He respected people. He lmew the value of learning and of understanding 

and he respected learning and he showed that in every aspect or his lite. And 
Peretz• little story 

perhaps the most troubling question which JUH■1d1+■txwlo:Jd:a:xiaQc raises is this& 

if Benjamin was such a capable human being and such a fine parent, wey d·a he 

J 
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fail in part7 Why was he unable to transmit that fineness of character, ~hat 

nobility of person which was his, why wash~ incapable of transmitting that extra 

something, that spark which naked a truly fine human being to his . son? Why did 

his son learn only the financial responsibilities of life and was unable to develop 

that moral sensitivity which is the mark of a great man? Why did this parent fail? 

And search as we might ve can find no answer. The answer is simply that the 

question is misdirected. The failure is not in the parent but in the child. The 

failure is not in the emotional moral make up of the father, but in the emotional 
was 

moral make up of the son, of Maurice, Sr., who/simply unable or unwilling or 

incapable or indifferent to these lessons by example which his father set for him. 

Sanetimes we forget that ilxia.KJD!dt the parent only is not responsible for the fate 

of his child. Trace any family tree. You will find in the same generation often 

enough saints and sinners, rogues and righteous men, lalights and knaves coming 

£ran the same roof, coming from the same table, raised by the same parents, gi van 

the same opportunities in life. 

Our age has tended to forget the responsibilities which rest upon the child. 

Unfortunately we have forgotten that most of the way which leads to adulthood the 

child must walk alone. We have sheltered our children fran. their own obligations, 

from a responsibility for their own actions, and in this shelter, in this over

protection we have weakened their will and we have weakened their character. We 

are a sophisticated age, an age which has learned the importance of the social 

sciences, psychology and of psychiatry and sociology, and we have learned that one 

can rationalize and find causes within causes for almost every action and for 

almost every occasion. But we have forgotten that ultimately the responsibility 

tor a person's moral actions rests on the person's will or lack of will, character 

or lack of character, at that moment and at that occasion. Principals will tell 

you that many- of the parents who come into their offices for consultation about 

the d eportmant and the disciplining of a child do not c me to develop with the 
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school, as partners, some program which will enable the child to 1 ,arn and to grow, 

which will teach the child through his mistakes, but they will sit in that office 

and defend the child and find a thousand and one excuses and rationaliz~tions for 

the actions of the child. The child is never guilty. It is the school that is 

too strict. It is a teacher who has prejudices. It is the other people.in the 

group, the gang, who are guilty, not that tShild. And they provide the child a 

hundred and one opportunities to lay the blame for the child's own weaknesses in 

their own laps, and it is not there that it belongs. It belongs on the shoulders 

of the child. A child knows what is right and what is wrong, what is expected of 

hi , \ _1at he is expected not to do, and it is f oily for parents to find excuses 

for their child, to seek his happiness and to forget that his happiness in life 

will depend upon his growth as a person, his understanding of his responsibilities 

as a social human being. Ellezer, father of Benjamin, tnew this lesson well. 

Jewish homes in early nineteenth century mid-Europe were homes of straight-forward 

simple discipline and straight-forward simple love. A child knew what was right. 

He knew what vas wrong. He lmew when he had done wrong. He knew he was to be 

punished and he Ddlli never dreamt that that punishment meant that that ptl'nishment 

meant that the parents withdrew their love from him. There was a simplicity about 

these homes which pennitted a child to understand what was expected of him and to 

grow without becoming tortured and contused and without begirming that torture and 

that confusion which leads to the couch of the psychiatrist. 

Max Lerner has observed that no culture in all history is so anxious over 

its parental responsibiliea as our own·. The University of Chicago conducted an 

interesting study. They found that one-third of all conversation between adults 

under the age of sixty and after business hours had to do with children and the 

problems of child rearing, the questions of philosopey and practice and so on. It 

found further that one-half o ·· all conversation between husband and \rf!fe had to do 

with the children • How it is good that we have a great deal of new infomation in 
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child rearing, but preoccupation with the rearing of our child destroys our own 

effectiveness. Today we are neo-Freudians, tomorrow we are following the school of 

D w E' j I the next day we are following the school of Spock, the next day 

Dr. Spock revises his book. And our child -- where does our child stand? How does 

he learn what is expected of him and what is not expected of him? Common sense 
ever 

bathed in love -- that is still the best rule any parent will/discover through 

raising his child. It is still true, if you look around you. But all too often 

those who are most sophisticated in the new knowledge are those who make the worst 

mistakes in the raising of their own. There is no theory which will ever be devised 

which will be right for every parent and for every child. Of that we can be 

certain. Every parent is different, every family is different, every child is 

different. There is no theory which should stand vetween the child and his parent. 

We should stop seeing our children only through bizarre colored glasses and see 

them as they truly are -- individuals, individual human beings who need something 

fran us as we need something from them and must g1 ve something to them. 

Our age needs to relax, relax in its child-rearing, not take it so seriously. 

Some pretty good children were raised long before books were ever written, long 

before there was a discipline called p97chology, long before there were medical 

people called psychiatrists. I do not disparage this new learning. It is important. 

But I do feel, here in the innermost part ot MY' being, one needs to be free, to feel 

at ease with one • s children. One needs to feel no obligation to overwhelm them 

with financial things simply because other children have these financial advantages. 

And equally one should feel free, unburdened, to provide them with a discipline in 

the home attuned to the latest subtlety of sane modern theory. 

Peretz• story tells us that raising a child does not give us any- guarantee, 

however well-intantioned we may be. No guarantee of the success of our efforts. 

Ro guarantee that the sacrifices that ve make mq not be contemned or prove of 

little use. And yet I am sure that none of us who have been granted the privilege 
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of parenthood would turn aside £ran that privilege for a single instant, whatever 

its obligations, whatever its responsibilities, whatever its dangers. It is still 

the richest, finest, and most blessed privilege which a kind God can dower upon aey 

man and upon any woman. 

Amen. 
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