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MONEY 

Fortune Hunters, Penny Pinchers, 
and Man's Real Needs 

The Temple 
December 13, 1959 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

As you kn~~-rWe post weekly our 
nn ~ • .·., 

opposi~-~ e Te~~"' office. coming to my 

our 

see that you are going 

Money has · its uses. It is their inheritance which permits a Rockefeller 

or a Kennedy to spend a lifetime tree of the responsibiiities of vocation in 

public service. Ask any of the three and a half million currently unemployed 

in America as to the value of monq and they will give you a succinct, direct 

answer. How s·habby life is, how truatrating life is without the essentials 

that money alone can·buy - food, and clothing, and shelter, and medical care. 

J·\Hll~._ ... ._._.~illellap•-=---a..~•~~~;;.&::Mt88&.1llillih-1"11J~ldnciple 
~~!'a-ea.~~.-. ..t 
Jillat the J.ove or money is the root or all evil. 61■ has alwa79 respected 

I\ 

business as a protesaion and bas retuaed to lo upon the market place as a 

compromising area of ~ctivit7. Indeed, betcre the rabbinate bec&11e a separate 

profession DUUV' ot .Mle scholars and Mle -.ea •e• ... -■, .. IIINle engaged in trade 
' 

and comurce in order to lllke a living. 1•1' "-'••'•*• rdn nm • dul of 

POIJll•ty ·p! JtJ l■d b1 -b]y tY r.lll■rt et1 m of wa■Or po11e•11271 :::> Jesus 
' 

ltetwl •••"81 r - tlle-l a 111ts1 et•• •'I al• ■ills t 3 ed he !!I 



woncerped ]eat tbs 1aize1 11 :e _,i:,-- 111! tmm a:.a , fn1$9PY1~ hould preclude any 

~-i11Uj•n1c age. Jud1i111 did ••• •n111 tilll ~••• hope. Judal'!la ila& aJways 

looked to an on-going, L~BSzRA..,.,, ,.g.0I>ti.twUit?.ttfst/8, "ffl!t!, ·recognizing 
~ .. ~ ........... , 

thia, JMdaasm ••■ .tttiwa,e ··iRoa•ed· 't'he.t~e production .ef gaetta, mid the 

exchange of ggodr, a1ul lstte distribution of goods is an essential a bi Hr 

-2-

Li ~,.,' ,~a.J ~ 
activity, and ..,.st the man_ who carries on this activity honorably 61:MMilJ.d be a 

respected m~, ane•th•• every maa ha§ a respADsibiJity tG saiu and tc ftarn 

suflieaaa& to provide..tor.bjs needs .and -~oee O'f ,hie •famiJ.T"ane •~peasible, 

suffered by ninety percent of previous generations where they knew only 

exertion, only insecurity, only an early death--. none of the beauty, none of 

the color, none of the leisure, none of the recreation, none of the opportunity 

of life. 

I speak for a tradition whose Bible says,with all candor, "The feast is 

made far laughter, wine makes glad the life of man, and money answers many 

"Oh, mo 
Though 
How I 

money, money 
._ ...... o thinks thee holy, 

Thou a.__-n , 

When 

It is precisely because money is such a useful commodity that it is such a 
...z:J. U:a;; .,., 

temptation tq pgp. The Bible has as one of its papeet1ag pnd itpctitive 
" . cee:Mlif O that man should avoid all greed, all money-addiction, all over emphasis 

on money which might cause him to seek to achieve it by other than honest 

labor. When Joshua led the troops of Israel into Canaan he ordered that, when 
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the first city was conquered, all the booty of that city was to be consecrated 

to the Lord, taboo to the people. It was to be used for the sanctuary for t he 

worship of God. One of his generals, a man named Achan, saw, ac.a«eing to Ml!' 

Bib~e, a wedge of gold, and a mantle of silver, and many shekels of treasure, 

and he coveted this booty and he violated the taboo, and he took it for his own . 

.4llld God, to teach Israel e. lea tit, not only destroyed Achan but his whole 

family and they are blll'ied in a valley which became kno'tm as the Valley .of 

Troubles, that all who passed this valley might know that God condemns the mAn 

who is greedy, the man who is so involved with money that he does not question 

the means by which he makes his lf'~cocl :?Iii earv ld:r U:.b,5. •ct"8ven t he 

king of Israel was not above castigation when he violated the law of God, for 

God had said, "Thou shalt not take unto thee idols of gold and idols of silver", 

and Ahab, king of Israel, forgot this. Ahab had all the land and all the 

treasure and all the wealth that any man could want. But near one of his 

vinyards there was a small vinyard belonging to a farmer, one Naboth, and by 

some happenstance the vines of Naboth were the most fruitful of all the vines 

in the valley. And Ahab coveted these vines. He made an offer of purchase 

unto Naboth -- a legitimate offer of purchase, but Naboth refused this offer. 

This land was his patrimony, the inheritance of his father. He exnected to 

pass it on to his sons. He did not want to convert land into money, which he 

was afraid he might use, and it would disappear. And the king pouted and was 

sore put by this refusal of a subject to sell to his liege lord, and he 

reported the incident to his wife, Jezebel, a woman who was not known for her 

respect for anything but naked power, and Jezebel ordered two of her courtiers 

to go out and to bring false witness against Naboth, to accuse Naboth of the 

capital crimes of treason and of blasphemy, for she knew that once he was 

executed tor those crimes his land would revert to the crown. And so it came 

pass, but as Ahab hastened from his palace in Samaria to take possession of 
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this vineyard, God ordered Elijah to hasten from the desert to the viney d 

and there to say to Ahab, "vlilt thou kill and also take possession? In the very 

place where the dogs licked the blook of Naboth, there will they lick the blood 

of Ahab." No one was above being castigated and condemned when his love for 

money, his acquisitive instinct became so strong that he violated the law --

that which was just, that which was proper, that which was honorable, and that 

which was right. This is the law of Israel, and it is the law which the prophets 

bespeak time and time again when they condemn those whose whole purpose in life 

is to add house to house and field to field. 

There are some who say that this kind of moral castigation is a bit of 

pomposity on the part of weak men. Nietzche said it: "Every man has his price. 

If you put sufficient temptation before any ,nan, his self-discipline will 

crumble and his avarice, his stupidity, his greed will come to the fore." I 

think it was Voltaire who said that i:h matter of money every man has the same 

religion. And sometimes, as we've read in the past weeks 'Jd. the confessions of 

cupidity and weakness in our newspapers, we might be tempted to agree ·with this 

low estimate of human nature. Indeed, I have heard the Van Dcrens 1rv-i.~~~~n 

0 

.....Er~~j,Jl'i.1ib~inaR-F defend~ time and time again on the grounds that, 

after all, anyone placed in the same position 1ould probably have done the same 

tjii ag. But the point is this -- we would not have done the same thing. You and 

I would have had too much resoect f<»1 z nr 11:ar&gt~.:, for ourselves, f-or om e,~m 

.sense~persoq.,;J. Jdoz:.t.h -fiUld d;isi.il!t,y long to h ve continued living md working 

and taking from the trough of he fraudulent and the "fixed" -- the "payola". 

All of us know of business men who have throim out of their offices valued 

clients when these men insisted that they undertake some illegal :C.;;; sf activity. 

All of us know of the tens and hundreds of young 11.merican boys and girl 1ho 

every day dedicate their live to the professions of teaching and social work 

and nursing and the ministry -- professions jn 1hich a mDn deliberately turns 
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11 • s back to th val es of the rnarket-place, nrofes ion i n whic e dollar i.::J 

har to co e by, anci does not com y often. 11 of us know of men and women 

who have been iven i mp ortant positions of financial trust an during a whole 

lifetime had discharged this t rust honorably and well. :very man does not 

"have his p ice". T ere are rrien of honor , many men , most men. It is u to us 

not to acce t the lov esteem which the cynic would im ose upon human nature, 

and to re uire o ourselves the highest s andard . For P society which ~~es 

its M'Vtlens~A ~ 4;oe~rl'n'ltf c!M \Heich excuses nd exculpates all manner of 

weaknes s i a society v hich will no be governed by the l aw but by greed, am .. 

sabiet;y: aai.i:::;J 1 ! • •2.,bnt a jungle of men seeking and searching and grasping and 

clawing all that can be had at the e~rpense of anyone. 

The Biblical insistence on rectitude und on rightness is an insistence 

which we, in our twentieth century, ought not ea ily to cavt over and to cast 

aside. And we ou ht not to forget that the headlines may belabor time and again 

the confes sion of weakness, for this is perhaps newsworthy. It is not news­

worthy when every day or any day a man abides by what is right and what is 

proper. This wed not read of in our newspapers, but we xu see it in our 

communities and we ought not to forget that we have seen it. 

Recently, I read a learned quarterly which was devoted to the religions 

of contemporary America. There were four articles. The first article dealt 

with Protestant Christianity. The second article dealt with Roman Catholicism, 

the third with Judaism, anct he fourth with Mammoni m, the worship of moneyo 
the western world 

The point of the art ·cle wa.s this: that/ i~ the first society in the 

htstory of the world which has attempted artificially to stimulate the cupidity 

and the greed of men. ~e have a multi-billion dollar industry whose sole and 

single purpose is to convince us that we oueht to buy things which we did not 

know we wanted in the first lace. And the article said that there is an 

inevitable progression or deterioration of values. he more we have, the more 
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we want; the more we want, t he more we must arn; t he ore we must e rn , the 

more time we spend away from our f amilies, away from our e · sure , aw y from our 

cultural interests in the pursuit of money . . he more we must earn, the mor e 

tempted we are to t ake the easy road, the slightly illega],.. +be ti ••f~l road to 

the making of money. And there is some merit t o t he statement made bv this ., 

article, for we have ctl.nning at us every minute of every day all the media of 

communication with one purpose -- to convince us that hapoiness can be bought. 

Sometimes their activities are laughable. I am told t hat one dentifri ce spent 

six million dollars to convince young American girls that if they brush their 

teeth with this particular deodorizing tooth paste they were guaranteed to enjoy 

and recci ve love. And I know that there was a ticular high priced automobile 

which devoted many, _many millions of dollars to convince the American home ovimer 

that if he drove this car he was assured of status in his community and the 

respect of all the members of that community. Now most of us laugh at these 

attempts by the merchandizing industries to convince us that happiness can be 

bought, and yet a.11 of us must agree that there are some striking parallelisms 

between Marmnonism, the love of money -- Marmnon was the Phoenician :god of money -­

and religion as we know it -- theism. The will to nrovide is as basic as the 

will to believe, and like the Christian monk, we know of men who have taken vows 

of abnegation, who have turned away from all the pleasures of life, from 

leisure, from family, from marriage, and devoted themselves with a single-minded 

intensity to serve their God. You know, the money life has a calendar, very 

much like the religious life -- half holidays, Sabbath, and the first and tenth 

of every month, and on the fifteenth of April one grand Yom Kippur, a day of 

awesome stock-taking and reckoninge And the orthodox Ma.mmonist, as his messiah 

1- believes in ~s miracles, tpe miracle of a windfall profit on the stock / 

market -- • Sf I t U;; 4.>f infallible financial adviser. We live in a 

~ 
world which is permeated as no world before ours has by financial, materialistic, 
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mercantile concerns. And thou h \Je isbeliev and laugh at a reat deal of the 

advertising tommyrot which i placed before us, all of us have been affected in 

one w y or another by it. Buy a new gadget f r your home, new ele ctr · cal 

appliance -- it assures the stability of your marria ,e . le must move into a 

certain neighborhood and have a certain number of r ooms · n our house -- only 

then will our child grow up into a fine human being , only then will he have the 

right kind of -friends. nd we go on a com ercial b inge every year at this time 

in which we exculpate all of our guil t feelin s, all of our sense of inadequacy 

in the raising of our children, in our relations with our wives and with our 

parents, by pr esenting them with ever more grand presents, as if the presenta­

tion of this present, these material things will mah'B up for all of our inade­

quacies, all the things xkixk we would have liked to have done but had not 

succeeded in doing. 

We ought to remember this, Jit\X fri SJ?~ -- that happiness can not be bought, 

but unhappiness can be bought. Happiness can not be bought -- that is self­

evident. We cannot buy self respect, we cannot buy love, we cannot buy 

happiness. But unhappiness can be bought, and we see it in those about us. A 

couple comes to nzy- office, happily married for many years. They had children. 

They decided that they ought to change neighborhoods. They ought to undertake 

to buy a larger house, to buy a second car, to buy more expensive furniture, 

richer drapes, better art forms for the house . They over-extend themselves 

financially, and where they enjoyed l ove and happiness and family solidarity in 

the lesser home and the lesser neighborhood, in the bigger home, in the plusher 

neighborhood there is bickering and there is battling and there is tension 

because everyone brings the frustrations of financial pressure. Unhappiness 

can be bought. "I am going to work," the woman told me, "I am going to leave 

my child with a neighbor because I must week because we have purchased too 

much. I must le ave my child and earn a living." Unhappiness, my friends, can 
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be bought . 

Having sai this , we r ecall the 

promised by th god Bacchus ful illmen 

what he asked f or -- the golde touch . 
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reel legend of ing iidas . i as was 

of hi fon et de ire . Your member 

He was promised e olden touch. 

touched a book , and t he book beca e g 1 , n 1i das was eligh ed . He ouched 

hi s cane, his scepter , and the cane an he sceptor became gold , and idas was 

delighted. But then , in his ha.ppines , he touched his son and his son became 

gold , and idas was bereaved o i'ealth i not the answer . The acquisi ion of 

money i s not ,he answer to he ro lems of our lives . "Better i~ a dry morsel 

and quietness therewith than a house full of feasting a d strife . " 1alring 

money , havi ng money, acquiring money sometimes b fnes a sense of loneliness 

besides the many worries of manae ·~g and maint i ing the mon y . o you remember 

the newspaper soubriquet of the so of en un ap ily married Barbara Hutton --

poor little rich girl? I wonder how much appiness Cha les Lindberg received 

from his fame from his oney when it made him he ob j ect of such national 

attention t hat s ome one kidnapped his son . ioney is not the solution to the 

problems which con.front us in l ife , despite the many blessings that money can 

bring into our l i ves . What, t hen, is the key t o human happiness? iell, 

strangely, there is an almost identical ar al lel o the 1 • das story in our 

Bible. The king is named Solanon, not Midas, but in a dream King Soloaon is 

promised by God the fulfillment of any wish which he might care to utter. And 

what does Solomon ask - the wisest of Israel's kings? He asks God, not for 

riches, not tor weal th, not even tor length of life. He asks tor a , ------
an understanding heart. What is an understanding heart? An understaming 

heart is a heart which can make us aware that there are things which need to be 

bought and things which need not to be bought, that human values are more 

important than material things. There is a beloved legend which comes from our 

Midraah and was lmown in every one of the ancient canmunities of Israel. It 
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has been recreated for us by the nineteenth century Yiddish writer, Isaac Loeb 

Peretz. I'd like to read it to you. 

''Once upon a time there lived in Turbin a porter named Tevya. The porter 

was poor beyond description. On a Thursday he was standing in the marketplace, 

his coat-tails rolled up under the robe about his hips, and he was looking 

about for a possible turn of fortWle that would enable him to earn something 

for the Sabbath. But the stores a.11 about him were empty, with nobody going 

in or coming out, with not a single customer in sight who was likely to need 

help in carrying bundles. Tevya lifted up his eyes to heaven with a prayer 

that the Sabbath might pass without sadness and that at least on the Sabbath 

his dear Sarah and the children might be spared the pangs of hunger. In the 

midst of his prayer Tevya felt someone tugging at his coat-tail, and turning 

about, he saw a German, dressed like a forester or a hunter, wearing a hat with 

a feat her and a sweater with green trimmings. And the stranger spoke in pure 

German as follows: 'Listen, Tevya. Seven years of plenty are in store for 

you, seven years of good fortune, success, and golden treasure. You merely 

have to choose when you want these years. If you want, fate can smile upon 

you from this day. You can be in a position to buy up all of Turbin. After 

seven years, however, you will again becane as poor as you are now. But if you 

prefer, the blessings of good fortune can come at the end of your allotted span 

of life and you will leave this world as the wealthiest of persons.' The 

stranger, as later became apparent, was Elijah, the prophet, who always appears 

incognito and was now disguised as a German. But Tevya thought an ordinary 

magician was confronting him and he answered, 'Dear sir, just leave me alone, 

I am the poorest of the poor, I know it. May you be spared such a fate. I 

haven't anything even for the Sabbath. I can't bother to spend time listening 

to your drivel.' The German was, h01ever, persistent, and repeated the same 

words again and again and again, until Tevya began to take the matter seriously. 
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'Well, ff\V' dear sir, if you really mean what you're saying and are not just out 

of your mind, then I must tell you that whenever I face a problem I am accus­

tomed to ask my wife Sarah for her advice, and so, without consulting her I ean 

not give you a definite answer.' 'All right,' said the Gennan. 'It's good to 

talk things over with a wife. Go ahead and ask her.' Tevya again looked about 

on all sides. No prospective customers were in sight, so what could he possibly 

lose? When Sarah saw him coming - it was sunnnertine - she ran out to meet him. 

She was overjoyed, for she thought he was coming home early and was bringing 

her money for the Sabbath. He at once disillusioned her. 'No, dearest. The 

Lord has not yet bestowed any earnings on me. But there did come to me a 

German.• And Tevya then told her the entire story, how the German had foretold 

seven years of plenty, now the German wanted a decision whether they were to 

begin now or before death. What would she advise?. Without much thought, 

Sarah r.eplies, 'Go, dear husband, tell the German that we went the seven good 

years to begin this very second.' 'Why, Sarah,' asked Tevya, astonished, 

•atter seven years we'll be poor again, and to go down the steps of fortune is 

much worse than never to have climbed up those steps.• •Don't worry about the 

remote future, my dear. Let us meanwhile take what we get and let us thank 

the Lord for His blessings from day to day. We need the money now to pay for 

our children's schooling. They have just been sent home. Just look at them, 

-playing over there in the sand. ' These last words were sufficient. Tevya ran 

back to the German, and the seven good years began immediately. Time fiies 

like a winged arrow, and the seven good years sped past. At their end the 

German reappeared to tell Te"97a that in the coming night the gold m ,., the··ground 

would disappear, as well as the gold in the house, and even whatever gold 

Te"7a might have sequestered with other people would disappear. He lef't Tevya 

standing in the marketplace, just as seven years earlier, with the same coat­

tails tucked up under his hips, still looking about for a possible customer. 
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'Listen, Tevya. The seven years are over.• Tevya replied, 'Tell it to my 

wife Sarah, since she was in charge of our wealth throughout the entire seven 

years.' So both Tevya and the German went to the edge or town and to the same 

mud hut in the field. They met Sarah in front of the door. She was as poorly 

dressed as ever, but her face was all smiles. The German repeated his message 

that the seven years were over, and Sarah replied that they had not even begun 

to have had seven good years, that they had never regarded the gold as their 

own, because only what a person earns with his ten fingers was properly his 

own. The wealth that came unsought and without svea.t·· was merely a pledge from 

our dear Lord, deposited with people to hold for the poor. From the gold she 

had taken only the sum necessary to pay for her children's education, to pay 

the doctor far treating them in their illness, and to give to the poor. The 

rest was still untouched. If the Lord, blessed be His name, found a better 

keeper for His gold, let Him take it and turn it over to such a person. Elijah 

the prophet listened until the end of her tale and then disappeared from sight. 

He repeated her words before the heavenly seat of justide, and the court of 

heaven ruled that there was no better keeper here on earth than Sarah, and so 

seven years never came to an end so long as Tevya and his wife Sarah remained 

among the livingU 

That is an understanding heart, a heart that lmows what is required of 

the money that we have and what is not required. A heart that lmows what 

should be spent and what should be saved and what need not be earned. A heart 

which refuses to pressure a husband to greater exertion than is good for his 

health. A heart which refuses to be so involved in the needs of earning a 

liring that it forgets sa responsibilities as father, as husband, as citizen • 
• I am told that the greatest cause for divorce in American today is the woman 

who refuses to give up her profession to make a home for the family and the 

hueband who is so involved in the cares or his business that he has no time to 
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attend to squiring his wife, to raising his children. This is tragic. This is 

the setting ot material need above human need and forgetting that the material 

is important only as it senes the human, only as it serves man. Would that 

God !llight grant to each or us, my friends, that widerstanding heart. Would 

that He might enable us to enjoy all that is meant tor us to be enjoyed, but 

would that He help us to spare ourselves the tragedy ot over-commitment, the 

disease or money addiction, the inability to differentiate between what we 

really need and what is essential to living. Remember the old doggerel from 

depression dqs, "Oh, how I sang the blues because I had no shoes, until, 

walking upon the street, I met a man who had no feet." Oh, that we might be 

granted insight in our day to what is necessary and required and what is 

trivial and vain. The understanding heart -- that is the key to successful 

living in a money age • 
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