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Sone of the ~st wre of ~story haw been tought over religioua 

la•••• lot only bu Chriatian ,toupt againat Moel•• and Moslem against m nct11, 

-bat. w,ry often taoti•• ad denmdn.tiona within a ad.ngl.e religious tradition 

ha.n· -been at ane •~•• throate. We haft only to re119Jlber that in the first 

t.ha ■■and ,eaz-• of the Ce1111an Ira. ,the ·lear But vu a1aoat omtinu.oual)' conwlaed 

• ,~•- •et to111ht with~!• ■eat over 11bether ar not Jeau vas born 
• ► • • 

~ -'1' -~ . file tiret n.,- oeniwld.e• ot lloaln MiRCll'7 are o-•~•ed by the 
' • • . . ' i 

~t:-~ the Shaite• Dd ... : .. ..:lwa, a blo~ battle O'V9r thJ o~ect 

;.~. iDw-..-nat1• oi the ~.' . And lurape atW to ~ :day ~tains tha 
',I, • ., 

• - • ~¥: battle• ·"'11aen t~· ·Pr--•tant• and the Oathollo.il. -~ ~~orian 
.{, . .. . 
• ~ I l • 

....... :■IClllt ·•d ., •BOif 1• it, tl-•tare, that the Jeva haw: •of· bludgeon-
~ ' (, , · ·. : '.. ' ; •: ' ' • • • • . . ; _, ... '." ',, "i . 
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... ,_. Cffff relipou t • . % ~- that you are -~ -~ft•,• he 
·. : ' ~- ~- .:. : -~ ~ •.• 'i· \ •• '-.. • . •. 

'ett· -- that you haft hacf M:twr ad 8Cll9t1•• aariaam.ous· ·Nligioua 
' ' 

~-• . •-■ it that the• --NJ.• llaft ■topped ■hort of actual ~pitched 
. . . 
'/'· .., 

-~7' .• the ___., ot o~, IIU .__, parte. Part ot the ~ .... i■ that 
. . 

• • ~',, • t; ,, l ' • "' • 

. ;. ~i,ua bad no atro111 rellsleu ~-• 111th a aet ot w■ted inten•ta. When 
~ ~- ! , ' 

A ... ,._ to ..-aldp Clod 111 .... •·•b tnd1 ti.an 1D a alightJT dift.-.nt ftill 
• tt 

• a,_ • I 

Ila,.- · ....... GIit •d t •--- friellda ml t• 1d annemi..._.- •• 
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mH ••• db sl'•-- ..... U to be Ible to 111 .. _,.-iw■ 

bn\.liJII 1d.tla - :---•• Ve bad ·al.wa,• too •a, ,_. .a. tlla 
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. . ~d ~ of the anawr., I ~hink, can be seen u we study the Book ot 
, t

1 

• ._I. I 
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Saol.e~te• vhioh is our eubjeot:· ttii• moming. For there are two p.-amount 
0 

,' ~ • ' 1 ::. • l j. ' I 

' ' 

~aot• about thi• book. The firs~ is. that it is unconventional, that it ex-
j \ • ' :, 

' 

pre••• opiniODB winch are heterodox, almost heretical in nature. And the 

eeaond, that it is pri of our Holy Scripture, part ot the Bible aanen. 

Z.t me illustrate. The Bible is generally optimistic about the future. 

Judaism is optindatic about the future. "And it shall come to pass in the end 

of da,a that the mountain ot the Lord's house shall be established as the top 

,.~ . ,t,ie mountains and shall be &X;~~~d_,..above the hills", concluding, "and they 
/"'{r • / ,•~:. : • - . I ' ' 

shall, beat _t .heir swords into pl~hares . and their spears into pr.m,;ing ,,books. 
" ;· ',; -, ' .. ' ,. 

Natian ._·ahal:1. not wage war against_ p•tion, neither sha]] they make war any more." 
' .. ,. · .. ; •.. : ( . t : ' '· -';; : ' > 

·But ~ :of.:; ·_~he Book ot Eocleaiaete,s:t_ • "The crooked", the Book , of. :Eocle:siastes 
.. : .: • . (i: -~ ~ , • ,: lf~rl; f ·,.,,-'.:.·) . :\ •· '.: ·~ '.f '· .. t ~ 
M•'.•· .•c-,i. not be -made sti-aighti'.:t;,'_~ ,-.. ~wanting can not be ~ :C~~.: 'nlat 
t. •, , -. .:. ..~. i·:.:'J ,_.• _·,. 1.,~;• !! .,I,; \ . • .~• f.,.1 ., • 

- ~ ~J.n ia that vbioh shJ(:~o That which has b~i;,Jo~ ,~i-~• whioh 
~: .. • ' ,: t(: \ L { ·~;. i,: :i,, ·;~i ij1· f ~i: f i \: 1:r.:~ S;~ ·+ :.::: . ''.~\ vtt, t~/ {:: i.~i 
· eba1''. bit.: a•• . There ia -nothtng:J• · •dfJr the sun. 11 ; ; • •• ••••. •. A ;: ·~ ~ 
t '. •. ? x r., .; ::- · _:.:.\.£ 4<:: t,1f.~'. (!- ,t < : ·:· '.:;s •• ·;. 
7:./ .• : :J::~~'. ~ 'JJll,le general.q 1~ at•nJf~~e as regards lit~. : It . exhorts man to 
}~.:-~ ~ t- -~~· ~- .::· ••• ::· .:; •• ,:,1-'i~t;:jf/;fi\~ .. ~._\Jh! t. :. •i • 

1~~-r~ '.•;~ · ... t~ be · doing and to _be ·:...,ij{. in ~he senice. ot God • .. "See,• :r have 
i•. :·,; -::.•.,,.',r ... •~,;~: • • ·j :~ ~-:\ 1 . .-,j ~,_,; ~:~. •::t• .. ~t(tJ;'_t{~: }{,~ 1 

• :: • I ~ 
·1 . • ,~ •, J, •. "~"'-, ~ . ·' , J ·.,.-Si~,. •·1 ,(,! ,~.,,·~J\__,~ , ·r:t ._ . • • .~•~=~.& thia day tM i°1~•~• evil, tM bleaaing ~ ·fhfii ,~se. 

. , .: ::· .:· ~: t:~ t~ Chooae lite, that ~~.~~ live.• Listen to the voice tfif ; E'ocle-
i ;' t1· , ,~ r·,_5_· µ: ;~{ ~; J : . , :: ·_ .. j. ;" .: • .. , . ;·/ •• ; •• •t ., ! 

~f': -what profit hath man ,}~ f~~ the labors wherein be ' i'abOt's· ,under the 
itl f-:~: { • .• f~! ttt~f 'i t~ • • i . -} ;, <:, ,;, ·') ': l 

~..-( .. I .~ 1~ ~trinng after the ~;.z:<. ?=t is vain.• And abowf and beyo~ all 
;:r~· l.i::iti1.:t ,<-~ I .;,. \ ;t: _;:. l •1 

,~ ~ , ,t•·•: i J\ 
~':,).~;'.:- ~ affirms the purpoaefulne_■s, the . meaningfulness ot: lite. :. We all 

. ': ,;~; ';; ~\~ 1:: i. ;_i ',:1}:~•;_: ~: t~~~i.' :;;: ~ ~ • ~· (:,f /· 

~ ;,.~\'·•Nakniticent opening phr'~···trom Eccle■iuteaa 
t.~£. •f7 }·J.?i•· (:· :'1~li•i .. {,}< .· ipd/,.i;,::.•:,:·': .::, 

~ •\~~- •~ ·vanitie■ J all is van'-r~-... ~th the preacmt." • ~ ... ; .. ,, . ; ) 
J ''f .' J l .: • ' " • .:, •· · i•1i\ l· • ';. . 'f ' i -~ ,, 1.· i ·t ' • ' 

i<~.L(i~-{f'o/ broad-tld.nded re·~~ tim could have. incl~~ :~ ;,• book 

u · Seel.•~•~• in its holy Scr:f;p~~·:· The Bible is tor us m~w· a. ·gui.de to 
z'.· ,./),;:f ::,:1/1- \. ·•: , ;,,· , -: ·, . ,., • . , -. ~ .. ·.'. .: ·\. •·. ·~ 
A:~ :~ .than it 1• a guide to:· preoiae and right thinking • . • Credo,:!; doctrine 

~-• · iae111r bNn ■o arucial with \Iii ·•• t ·o cause us to battle over it•. Oh, va•ve 
'. •, 1 • ' • I~ 

'I 
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had olli- battles. Our battles ar mostly ov r rit l +ter • S 
' 

tlead covering at our services? Shall we drive to t o t 3 S ba ? 
·r· •• 

Shall 118 observe one-day or two-day holidays? Shnl.l u an women si , tog t r 
I 

at worship? -Over such issues Jews have battled over th lon centur s, 

battle today, and, if I do not mistal-a t e nat,ure of 

battling till the millenium. 

poo ~l I ey lrlll 

But as regards essential things, Judaism has .av r oen t war • t i 

itself. Por what is the essence of Judaism? Go ' oneness, God' oodness, 

aan•s potentiality and man 1s purpose. A betw en Reform and Orth oc, Caraite 

am . , Pharisee and Sadducee, pri st and prophet, t Jse ic fund 1e tal 

issues have never been points of debate or quarrel. All av acce ted t em. 

The placement of the Book of Ecclesiastes in our Bi le tell s ~ at 

deal about the place ~ our Bible in' our own tradition. We look c, the Bible 

-as spiritually suggestive, rather than as doctrinely- determinative. Th Bible 

does not reveal to ua aey single unified statem.e t of fro.th. Rather it is ~ e 

single-minded search fer faith on the part of the Jewish people. The Bihl is 

not talk literature. It is not the awn and substance, the total of all t e 

literature which the Jews produced from, say, the year 1000 B.C. to the beginning 

of the Canmon Era, but it is the sttit and substance ot a search for faith on the 

:part or our Jewish people. It is the sum and substance of thE work of all who 

. ;-~.ought to find the purpose of man 1.n God •s world, 'Who sou ht to Wlderstand the 

~•t~• O;f. _G~ and the nature or life, and who put down their observation•, their 

tee~gs, their sensations, their prides_, their loyalties, their dedications and 

their devotions. And that is our Bible. 

• Nov, of all the voices with which the Bible speaks, non is more unexpected 

~ · none is mere human than the Book of Eccleaiastea. The Book of Ecclesiastes 

l• the vork ot a dispirited man, a man who is tired of life, a m who •finds lite 

• ,at too 11110h tar hill. If I JUlj be allowed to be sanewhat non-rabbinic for 
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a omont and to us the language of our television advertisers, Eoclesia tes is 

man ho suffers from tired blood. He has loved. He has lost. He has had 
' 

great overwhelming ambitio u and th se have evaporated into the thin air. He 

has had great hopes and expectancies and these have somehow not materialized. 

He wanted happiness, ho wanted beauty, he wanted color, he wanted to feel part 

of the throb, the beat, the heart-beat of life and somehow this has escaped h1m, 

and all he has come to .feel is the imperman nc of li.fe, t he transiency of life, 

t , burdens, t he obligations which life imposes. And all who ave loved and 

lost, all of us who have at times become dismayed by the impermanence of all 

that we build and plan, all of us hav echoed in one way or another the magnifi

cent thoughts and epigrams which fill the BooJ of Ecclesiastes. 

Would you know t he spirit of Ecclesi astes? "So I hated life, because the 

work that is wrought W1der t ~e sun was grievous unto me. ,~For all is vanit y, all 

is a str • ving after wind. If tmd I h ted all my labor wherein I labored under 
,, 

the sun., seeing that I must leave it unto the man that shall be attar me., and 

vho knoweth whether he will be a wise man or a fool, yet will he have ru1e over 

;&11 iv labor wherein I have labored and wherein I have shown Iey"Self wi$e under 

the sun. This also is vanity. There:Core I turned about to cause nzy- ne:art to 

despair concernin all the labo~ ,wperein I have labored m1der the swi, for there 
'' 

·' 

is a man whose labor is with wis~om and with knowledge and with skill, yet to a 

man that hath not labored therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also 

is vanity and a gr/eat evil. For what hath a man of all his labors and of all 

the strivings of his heart wherein he llaboreth under t he sun, for all his days 
' 

'f'Z"e p~ns, and his occupations vexatious, yoa , even in the night his heart 
': ' ' 

:taketh no rest. This also is vanity." 

What. js Ecclesiastes? It iG a short book, a book of twelve chapters. It 

~-s not a consistent, unifie , logically developing whole, rather 1 t is a book of 

.fl>horisms or of epigrams or proverbs. • It reminds me al.ways of the notebooks 
', 
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whi ar kept by ublic peakers and by wri tars into which th y jot from t i 

to time apt phrase whic they have read or heard from another's pen, and well-

conceived ideas which have popped into t eir a· , which they hope to be able 

t us t some later moment. It is a journal, a diary, rather than a well 

t, ou ht t Md well conceived hil sophy. Stylistically, it is brilliant. The 

languag i clear, clear as a belll. Its imma es are imaginat ive. And it is 

urpri i n van in our own day how m ny of the curr nt idioms of o langua e 

were fir st mi ted in the text of the Book of Ecclesiastes. "Eat, drink, and be 

merry." "B ot righteous overmuch." "Of the aki.ng of books ther is no end." 

"It i s strivi after the wind." "Better a live dog than a dead lion." "Two 

are better than one." "Cast thy bread upon the water." Indeed, whenever I 

rer ad the Book of Ecclesiastes I reminded of the experience of that and 

old lady who as finally, late in h life, take to see a production of "Hamlet", 
had 

and when the performance was over she was asked 1at she/thought of the acting, 

ands e r plied, "It was beautiful, I was mov d. But, you lmov, I never 

realized that that man Shakespeare quoted so much." 

As literature, quite apart from its philosopey, Ecclesiastes can stand on 

its own feet with the best that the world has ever produced. Who was Eccles-

astes? The answer is t hat we do not know. The word ecclesiastas is a Greek 

word, and it means simply "the man of books". In the text itself a certain 

Koheleth ia referred to, but besides his name, we know nothin of his nation,ol 

his staticn, or of his genoration. According to a superscri~tion to the Book 

of Ecclesiastes, which is o viousl t he work of a later h ·id, Koheleth was the 
. 

son of David, King in Jerusalem, ad a pious traditio has eq ated Koheleth nth 

Solanon. But ther is no roaso t accept this tradition. It was common in the 

anoienC> world to write anonymously and to ascribe ;your work to some ancient, 

venerated sa~e in the hope that his reputed wisdan. would add substance ad 

impact to your work, an the hope that his popularity would, of course, ad to 

your sales. And from inner textual criticism e know that the lan ua e, the 
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imagery, the philosophy which ia represented in the book represents a period ·n 

Jewish history at least five to ·six hundred years posterior to the age of S lomon. 

But all that we know of Koheleth, of this reputed author of thir work, • he 

vas obviously a cultivated, sophisticated and scholarly man, ad read 

}TI~ch, and seen much, and done much, nd who sometime past the prime "r his life 
':j • 
7 

had sat down to work out the meanin of all that ha had done, to ,;-ive some order 

to all t at he had s en. One th. ught pr occupies this man. One t ou .,ht over

rides all his other reactions to life. And that is his realization of he 

transiency and the impermanence f our exis ence. W are bornJ we must die. We 

laugh; we must cry. We love; w- must l s • We build great fortunesJ w h ve 

prodigals as om sons who waste then. We work our lives to enjoy so e of the 

pleasures and the luxuries of existence, and when we come to that situation i 

life when we can posse.;Js them, ne find ei t er th t we are too feeble to enjoy 

them or that the mere possession does not bring us the happiness which we 
·• 

supposed. This cyclical i ature of life, that birth must be followed by de th, 

that youth must be followed by age, that health must be followed by debility, 

tha.t laughter must be followed by sorrow -- this is the over-..archin philosophy, 

the overarching impact of Ecclesiastes' thought. And so, time and again, he asks 

the basic questiori which we have all asked, all of us as we have seen the -wheal 

-of life turn and turn again. ''What profit hath man of all the labors wherein he 

labors under t he sun?" Why a.re ve born? Hew must we live? What is the purpose 

of our life? And Ecclesiaste tells us that in pis yout e oet out to find thia 

purpose in a way which most youn:; p o le begin. He set out to study. He set 

out to find truth and cortainty in books, in books which represented the quin

tessence, the essence of all that men had learned up to that day of science, ot 

history, of philosophy, of ethics, a11 the studies of man. But he had been 

disappointed, ao has every youn;) m who as over set out to find the purpose of 

life simply in books. He ad not found cert inty. He had not found truth. He 

had found something of tl e facts whic relate which relate tom -- m n's 
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relation to ature -- but h had found nothin, of the ultJ.m e myster .. of lif • 

And so he is moved to observe, "In much wis o ,h re is much vexation. H at 

·1crease- lmovledge i creases sorrow." Th more he had di~c vered about life the 

ore que 0 tions had be n raised nd t ., f wer an~ rs h had • ee satisfied with • 

.A"1d l ou6 he recognized that • n ur ly practical affairs t he wise man is better 

than the fool, h al o rec gnized t at man•s wi dom did not preve t an from 

dying, that an 1s wi om die not prevent man from su£ferin illness, unexpected 

mischance, that • t did not ·top .,_he ·whe ~1 of fortune from movinrr on, and so it 

did n t an ier for him the a.oic question, what is the purpos of life. And, as 

so many before and s·· nc - , his first reaction to this frustration was t..o throw 

over any philosophic co corn. If we cannot know the purpose f our life, why 

bot er our elves? "L t us," he says, "eat, drink and be .nerry." Let us enjoy 

our few d ys. Let us dri vo t,h troubles, drive the worries, drive the queutions 
., 

from our min, immerse urself in pleasure, drown ut the insistent doubts. And 

as he tells us, he built great pleasure mansions, ·· he hired musicians and hand

~naidens, and he had what our youn . people would call a fling. But this, t'bo, did 
'•.-, 

not,, satisfy Koheloth. For soon his tastes became jaded. Soon the friends of 

pleasure be~an to bother him; he saw their essential emptyness and worthlessneSSJ 
' . 

soon time be..,.an to -weigh heavily· on his hands. And where philosophy 12.d not 

gi_ven him an answer to tne purpose f life, he found that pleasure did not afford 
the answer to 

him/a sat:tsfaction, a life-long satisfaction in living. Tnen, quite naturally, 

in a completely human way, he turned to work, to the h stle and bustle of the 

mar~t-place. He turned to work as a kind of therapy. His b dy was lethargic, 

he thought that competition would 81Utrvate it. Bis mind was oppressed, he 

~h.ought that in the competition "i{ith skillful men his mind would be a:eroisad ._ 
,,· 

and alive and he would find an anodyne to his worries. But t~is, too, failed 

him. This, too, failHd him, for h round that his mind ew se ·th worry. 

His 't,>ody' became racked with frustration. H felt all the tn usand and one& 

oontlicta and challenges which every business man must £eel, and this ave him 
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neither ~•o• ot mind nor happiness. And, as he himself says, he came to hate 

life. •Better", he says, "is a single handtul. and quiet therewith, than two 

handfuls with toil and the striving after the winds." Hawing tried all the 

obvious wqs to find the purpose of life, to find pleasure in life, and having 

tailed in each, Ecclesiastes begins to despair. Death becomes more precioUB to 

him than lite. So he says, "I praise the dead more than the living, and he who 

has not been born, more than both, for he who has not been born has not seen 

all the evil which exists under the sun." 

Now, most commentators who try to analyse the Book of Ecclesiastes atop 

here. They think ot Ecclesiastes primarily as the poet of ddspair and dismay. 

They say that he reverts time and again to these basic themes, kawt he plays 
that 

with them, but/he does not go beyond them. I must disagree. Ecclesiastes is 

not only the poet or lite' s ironies, but, as I shall try to show you, he .1a 

teacher of a definite faith, that I call the faith in prudent living. 

About the middle or the b~k, Ecclesiastes ceases to be a canplete cynic. 

It is as if he had looked at himaa~ in a miJTar and said, "Now, young man, 

everything that you have said so tar is true. There is death as the complement 

to lite. There is illness as the collll)le•nt of health. But you must live -

you are, after all, born. You have grown up. You have certain talents. You 

hne certain abilities. What are _you going to do about them? How are you going 

to livef It has not been satisfactory tor you simply to throw tip your hands, to 

raise the questions. You must, samehow, live. How are you going to live? What 

is· the purpose ot your lite?" And you get a new strand of thought coming out ot 

the text of Ecclesiastes. How n·o longer does he despair entirely of: e, but 

now ~e tells us that "a 11 ving dog is better than a dead lion", that he who has 

•till a toehold in life still has hope. Now he tells us that, though wisdom is 

veatioua, it is far better than toll.y. And now he tells us that, though sane or 

the beat laid plans or men often tall short of the mark, "a precious name ie 

better than fine perfume." In short, he now tells us that we must learn to 



.. . . 

expect the unexpected. We must learn not to be hasty and to be rash and to be 

overconfident. But we must live, and he who lives prudentlf, he who ll'Ves 
I ,. '•' 

wisely and understandingly can find a certain measure ot happiness in life. 

"Rejoice, ~ young man, · in thy yo~th, ' and let thy heart cheer thee in the days 

of th7 youth, and walk in the wa,s _. of thy heart, and in the sight ot thine eyes. 
' 

But know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. 

Therefore remove vexation from thy heart, an put away evil from thy nesh, tor 

_childhood and youth are vanity. Remember then thy Creator in the days of th7 

youth, before the evil days come, before the years dr w ni h, when thou shalt 

sa;ya 'I have no pleasure in th~• .•• " 

A third-century of our people, Abba , pictured 

Ecclesiastes as an old man sitting by the side of a highway at the point where 

the roads cane together, and the road bifurcate. Next to the old man is a broad, 

straight highwq as far as the eye can see. To his left~ a gutted, narrow, over

grown road, which seems almost to be impassible. What is the purpose or the old 

man, sitting beside the highwq? ·. To warn the traveller that beyond the limits ot 

his vision the broad highvq becomes the impassible highway, and the gutted, 

overgrown road becomes smooth and wide and easily travelled. He, in short, is 

t,he man wh~ sits and warns us to expect mischance, to plan for the unex,eoted, 

to remember in our youth that there will be middle age and old age, to remember 

that we JJlUst accept the responsibilities tor our decisions, to romeni>er that we 

can ·nQt always count on tomorrow, to remember that first impressions are not 

.alva.ve the best impressions. In short, he epitomizes much ot what psyohologr 

}las been telling us in our own generaticn, that the healthiest man is the man 

vbo lives with a m:1n:1mum of illusions about his own strength and his own 
' -~ . 

'capacities .and his own abilities and that mental health cornea to the man who will 
. 

not be plunged into abject, utter, character-destroying disillusicnme~t! when some 

of his plans fail ot the mark. 
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This is the spirit of Ecclesiastes, and every man who has not planned f r 
.. 

his retirement, and every woman who does not lmow what to do with herself' when 
. . eveey . . 

her children have left the home, and/young man and young wanan who does not sea 

beyond the ten years • of eager expectancy at the close 0£ their schooling, all 

these could read the philosopey of prudence of Ecclesiastes with eat benefit. 

But Ecclesiastes is not a complete philosopher. He has not a complete'.cy' 

adequate analysis of life or modern man. In t 1 first place, Eccl siastes lacks 

courage. He is afraid. He is a tfmid man. He is afraid to take a ch~oe, and 

in l;lfe you must gamble, your st be ·ng to rave the slings and a:rrows, 

sometimes, of the most outrageous .fortune. He is not of the quality of man who 

h.as a great vision and manages to communicate this vision to those about him. 

nd he has no great moral passion. He r minds me always of the individual w o 

sits in the comfort of his living room and bemoans the world about him.· It t lls 

the young person, "Well, don't get too much axe oised in the problems of your 

day. Thay are somewhat beyond you. There is othing that you can really do 

about them. You will be criticized tor tald.ng this position or :that position." 

He is the observer -- the cynical observer - rather than the eager participant. 

And he is wrong. He is the type of man who would say to us, •The poor will alw~s 

be among you. Progress is impossible." But we have seen, you and :t, ·n our own 

day that progress is possible. We have seen the creation of a world in which 

_there can be a su££iciency for all. We have seen the most ancient of evils 

initigated, and some of them destroyed and utterly wiped out. And here, too, in 

his lack of moral assion, he lacks a sufficient philosophy for all of us. 

. And, finally, he lacks the capacity to love. • Ecclesiastes is the only book 

1n the Bible 'Which downgrades women. Some of the most bitter attacks on the 

woman are to be found in hi aphorisms. He was afraid or lo a, afraid of t 

oommitlment, the involvement, the responsibilities which it demands. Andy t 

wh~t• lll0r8 perfect ennoblement in 11.f'e is ther than the love of a inan for his 

vaman,nd of the woman for her man? 



,. 
. .., . -ll-

These aspects, love and moral. passion and courage, these we must fit into 

a lite philosophy to givo it character. and to give it col.or and to ive it 

capacity. And yet all of us can r eed Ecclesiastes vith profit. For .all or us 

are at times senselessly optimistic. All of us are at times over eager, o af'ing 

at the bit. ill of us at times fail to think through logically and clearly the 

results of our canmitments. And when this i v our . ood, then trul..7 I commend the 

Book or Ecclesiastes to you. 



Rejoic~. 0 young man, in thy youth; And let thy heart cheer thee in 

the days or thy youth, And walk in the ways or thy h~art, And in the sight 

of thine eyes; But know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee 

into judgment. Therefore r~move vexation from thy h~art, And put away 

evil from thy flesh; For childhood and youth are vanity. 

Remember then thy Creator in the days of thy youth, Before the evil 

days come, ~e years draw nigh, when thou shalt say: "I have no 

pleasure in them"; Before tbe sun, and th• l1sght. ana the moon, e.na the 

~ are darkened, And the clQ.Uds returR after the Pai~ 

===·· ·-



j 

• 

So I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun was 

grievous unto me; for all is vanity and a striving after wind. 

And I hated all my labour wherein I laboured under the sun, seeing 

that I must leave it unto the man that shall be after me. And who 

knoweth whether he will be a wise man or fool? yet will he have rule over 

all my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I have shown myself wise 

under the suno This also is vanity. Therefore I turned about to cause my 

heart to despair concerning all the labour wherein I had laboured under the 

sun. For there is a man whose labour is 1iith wisdom, and with knowledge, and 

with skill; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it 

for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil. For what hath a 

man of all his labour, and of the striving of his heart, wherein he 

laboureth under the sun? For all his days are pains, and his occupation 

vexation; yea, even in the night his heart taketh no rest. This also 

is vanity. 
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