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AS OTHERS SEE US 

The Image of America in the World's Eye 

THE TEMPLE 
March 6, 1960 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

#59 

An angry wave of anti-American protest surged through the Japanese islands 

in the SJ>ring of 1954, while the Americans were conducting the first atomic bomb 

tests in th~. South Pacific. Japan had a b,etter reason than ,131.lY other nation to 

know the devastating portend of these teats. And then radioactive contamination 

intense. Tiaily demonstrations took place in front of the American embassy and 

our American '.Armed Forces Far Eastern Command. All over the islands, in the 

smal.lest hamlet and the largest city, the walls were defaced with those ideographs 

which spelled out "Yankee, go home". 

I remember asking, that Spring, a Japanese newspaper correspondent why it 

was ~hat when North Korea had invaded South Korea, a crime certainly in .degree, 

in magnitude, in character far different from that of which the Ameri
1
cans were 

being accused, wey there had been no similar outcry or national indignation. His 

answer I shall never forget. It was simple and it was direct. He said, "True. 

But then, we expect better of you." A competent teacher grades the exceptional 

st~dent more strictly than he does the ~verage sohol. • Men of good will through-
' , -~ \ I ,. 

outout our world grade and judge the United States more sever.,, than almost any 

o~her nation. And this severe judgment implies a compliment, for we :ire a nation 
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f ound~d on ~iberty and on the prino:i:pl~ of the ilalienable rights of in~i vi dual 

m,en, and we have in history attempted to make our foreign po"7cy a renex of 
!, ' ~ 

these ele!J'l9ntary to us domestic first principles. And all in all we na~e not 
~ ~ ,: ~ :~ l 

l)een unwo:rt.by ot these principle~ and the world knows our record. The world 

., .. have seldom harbored ¼aggressive designs against our rieigliqors, that 
'' 

we nave been among the most enthusiastic proponents of the United N~tio~s and the 

consort and cooperation or the world family, that we have been anything but • 

vindictive to our erstwhile enemies, that we spent freely and selflessly large 
( 

sums of money to rehabilitate the devastated eQonomies of Europe, and that we are 

even now ~nding equally staggering sums of money to develop the so-called 

under-devel~d nations of our globe. 

All in all, the American international record hae been one surprisingly 

idealistic and unselfish, and the WOX'ld well knows thia. And so it is that when 

we are untrue to these principles the world sappointed, and their 

disappointment is far greater th would saw signs of pure selfish 

power politics among any oth~r nat1'on. Why was it, after all, that our Vice

President was so roundly jeered and attacked two years ago during his trip to 

Latin Am:erica1 Was it not largely because he represented a nation which had 

preached good neighborliness, which had practiced good neighborliness, but which, 

during the last decade or so, had forgotten the elementary requirements of 

friendship -- concern, mutual copperation, and respect. Was it not that during 

the last decade or so we had spoken publicly time and again of human rights, but 

that in private conversa;ion with the diplomats of these nations we had insisted 
1 

upon• special commercial privilege; We spoke of economic cooperation, and we 

insisted upon military bases and military alliances. And so Mr. 

whirlwind~ These nations expected better of us. We had not lived up to their 

expectations. And why was Mr. Eisenhower so well received during his last trip? 

Was it not that he voiced these expectations -- that he said to these people 

quite s,imply and quite directly, "Your hopes in us are not misplaced. We will 



abidl· b7 ov ideal.a. We vill CCllltl to you in an uneel.tiah way. We will cooperate 
: ' 

tar the adTantqe1 of held.apheric security and the economic progress of all naticns 
~- : 
1 in tbie heid.ephere.• 

viahe• to understand the rising tide of anti-American sentiment 
I • ~ • b ~ ' . I 

throuahmit our world, I think we have only to concentrate on this simple equation. 

Since· the· end of the Second World War the nations or the world have expected mare 

of the United States than ve have .shown and evidenced. It is all right tor a 

ClenluJt or a France or an England to play oil politics. This is expected. His

tari.oell7. it hu always been so. But it somehow was difficult for the nations of 

• · vcrld to :•deratand an America which played this oil diplcaacy. We hml never 

~ 10 in the past. Thq could not understand why ve needed to do so in the 

preNDt. In the 1920• America had been the prime ■owr of world plans tor 

dl.....,..ni. In the 19SOa the United States was the most militarily proccupied 

natl~ ill t~• vm-lci, and the vcrld ·could not balance, in its own mind, these two 

iiAIP•• In European politic• it is co11111onplace to aee strange international. bad

teµan,: .b~ until the end of the Seccnd World War the United States had seldom 

•ooe~ ~• ot c-c,mea.d.enoe. But now, all of a audden, the world saw the 
. . 

••.,, •~otaal• of the United Stat.. married politicall;y to 801118 of the moat 
y 

• • _ ~ varld deapot,•. And the world eav, and the varld wondered, and the 

varld .wa• di•.wointed • 

. Tl:- -,rld, -., trienda, strap.gel)' ,~u a higher eatimate of our national 

. our faith in first 'imd fllDd• ta1 principle• than ve ~•l vea .. ~. . ; 

•• t-o ~ :. I had 1tr1kin1 ccmt:li'iiaUon of tbia recentq u I read a series 

ot ...... Mll9'J • • , . ooll•oted in a l;l.ttle book entitled, •.A• Otltera See U•" • These 

PJ'apagendiatic p • They wre not uaembled or asked tor by 

• state Departaent nar our ottioe ot Intcrmation. Rather, they 

, Pl'03eot :lnitiated by Proteaacr Prans Joseph ot Princetcn University, 
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who has been studying the national i mn ~s of various nations i n the ndnds of the 

world's people. He asked only one t hing of his correspondents, that t hey be 

utterly honest in their appraisal of the United States. Now, I ave no way of 

knowing how. representative these t went y views are of world opinion or even of the 

opinion of the nation which each of the correspondents represent s . Strikingly, 

there is no representative her of Ru ia or China or of any of the satellite 

nations. Presumably, it was believed t hat the would preach and be propagandis

tic rather than personal and honest. But if I were to sum up f or you, to 

synthesize for you in a single sentence the basic emphas~s of this book, it 

would. be a surprising one. For this book exudes confidence in the American 

character. These men are thrilled by the American experiment. These. ~n state, 

t4ae., 'and time again, that America stands for something unique; something special, 

s_omethin.g Yondertul in the family . of ~at ions. And reading this book, B.11 American 

jaded by hie ~lessings, an American who sometimes takes for granted the ·boons of 

dW9moor&ey and· liberty and freedom is given pause. How easily we acce·pt :a 

g~v~"111'lent of laws rather than a government of men. How quick we are· to carp and 

to critic~~~ when some piece of legj.slation does not go as we might wis~ it to 
/ 

go, vben, s~· man is elected to public office whom we deem unvortey. Here we 
r fj t~ • , I '-1 ••. 

~ •◄' • i' 

read a Turk, ·an Iraqui, who are 8JRazed at the American political experiment. 
... . : . 

T~'1en-e: ie not a government of law:s, but a government or men, and they know, they 
I•· 

know th, •~•nt ot the American blessing. Here we read als o of men vho ·do not 
1, • 

.. ~ 

t-1ce our · 8~~,:tial. progress for gran:ted.. We are given to criticize busina~s 
' ' 'I • 

gi_-~ti811l1 ; 1·abor abuses, a lugubrious tax structure. Day in and day out •e find 
J ' •. ,· ·. 

re~ to complain and to criticise. But these men aee the overwhelming accom-
. ' 

,»..nt, and these men are enthuaiaetic about our American social progress, and 
' • 

• •• ! 

t _h!t7 ~di us quite correctly that no nation in the history ot the world has 
\ 
t • f 

DINn taJ,le to give so J11Uch econanically or socially to its citizens. As one Near 
j 

_aerver puts it quite simply in this book: "In my country we simply 
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hope and pry th t by 1975 we will have achieved for our citizenry th t level ot 

social progress vhich America ha achieved already in 1910." And the do not 

take our educational and our cult.uril institutions for granted. How often i he 

last ~vo year we have seen criticism heaped upon criticism of our system of 

public educ t • on. Admirals and st esme and businessmen have become experts i n 

pedaa-ogy, d t ey have prescrib~d fr every ill, real or ~aginar, of the 

American school ys em, and we hc .. ve i port lost co fidenc in th~t system. They 

have told u that th Russian system, the G rman system, th E glish system s 

superior t ours. B t here in thi book we have the English corre o dent, 

Professor De is Brogan, remindin us that the American public school system is 

the mos t s cc_esoful educational xperiment i n t,he history of the world i _n molding 

character an_d citizenship, _ and that the American school system has been able to 

8f
1
td:eve one pur .. ose which has not been achi.ev d by an:, other system of education, 

i 

and that is to weld the intellectual d the citizen into a single c·omp-act whole, 

to avoid the creation of a single intellectual self-conscious elite who ~feel 
. . ' 

thems~lves above, beyond, who require -t.hnt they be oatered to by the rest of the 
. . 

cj.tizens. 
' . ,, . { 

And what of our universities·? We~ somehow presume that they are' Werior. 
'·• 

··i 

We know that time and again they are given to intellectual faddism, ·but· ·-the Swiss 

correspondent in this book quite c9rrectly reminds us that whatever be t ·heir 
'. J -':' I ' 

lapses of ·judgment or of curricui~~ the American university system ts -~he only 
: ••~ I 

' . ' one. in th,.! world which is more concerned with tomorrow than with yesterdq, and 
• .., I ~ 

1:t is. the only system in the world where knowledge must be wedded to understanding, 

wpere the amassing of facts must be paralleled by a growth of c_ritical. judgment, 

wµere examinations are not simply a regurgitation or the teachers' views but ust 

reflect- in part the views of the individual scholare And so, point fter pit 

~hich we are iven to criticize, whic we are given to take for granted, assumes 

a trash a o ct. We are proud of our rosper·t n America, b ,, y ow, yo and 
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I tend o be apolog tic about, to take it or granted. It' a part of the richness 

of 

virgi , 

Anerican contin nt. Our forefathers were fortunate enough to find her 

tapped na ural resources. But the Frenchman d the Itali U1.te 

correctl ., r emind us in this ook t at America's weal th is Arn rica• s er tion, 

that it is • large mea ur a refi x not of luck, but of American industry, of 

Amerio dili ence, of Am rican eter ination and American car ctr, and tat we 

are on f the busiest and the mot d tr ind people on the f ce of the earth. 

And wear prone also to say that th - r t her uitabl distri ution of wealt in 

our society is a prod ot of he excessi e weol.th of o society, seven percent 

of the population of th world enjoyin ifty percent of the wealth of the world. 

Well, c~espondents who come fr m nations which once cormrolled equal roportions 

of t e world's wealth -- the Spaniard and the Italian and the Frenchman -- remind 

us t at their ci vilizationa were t a le to achieve such an equality o • distri- • 

bution, ad that the An~rican cit~zen _is one of the few in the world who assumes 

it as a matter of first principle that he must oe generous a1d great-hearted, and 

that the man who possesses wealth is not nece sarily a man w o muot be respected, 

that there are no intrinsic class lines between "have" and "have not". And they 

talk time and again in wonderment that here alone of all the free nation of the 

world th re is no political division between capitalist and worker, between the 

All that I have been aying - all of this extre ly high valuation of our 

Americnn way of life, of our Amorican character, of our Am rican determination -

can be synthesized by the views of a Turkish professor of economics, Professor 

Omar Salal Sarak, who, writing in this book says simply& 

And now tho third question I have raiseda the relative 
positions of material and spiritual. interests in the American 
society. While formerly the fine arts were much less regarded 
in the United States than in other countries, it appears that 
they are now receiving growing attention, a trend that has 
probably been furthered by t.he large increase in incomess in 
fad:, material and aesthetic interests are not utually e:xlusive, 
rather they ,u-e to a large ".Jegree interdependent. Intore~t in 
the social and natural sciences has always been stron in Americ, 
and here she has great achievements to her credit. Furthermore, 
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( a • hi • r rise 11 Am ric 1 ) f t t crmo , Am i a o a 
strongly r ligious, and have a vcr pronounced hilant rop· c pi.bit. 
In allegedly less materialistic co tri s one oft fi ds a certai 
indifference towards th lot of oth r c untrymcn, b tin America e 
is s truck by the gr at i nt r est 1J opl t ke in h condi i on" o.f 
t hors. Many persona devote m ch of their time nnd e er ...., o chnrit~p 

anc' to act· vi ti aimed at ~ ro i ding s or bett rm nt t 
commu~ity, their country, r h ity as a whole. Larg na .ons 
ar ., m d fo c o l , r arch, mu ~, ch • ches , hos .. it, . .l .. , nnd 

• similar projects, in the co n ry itself 1:.nd broa . lnt nl the 
rich ut also h- low r-i c ome gro ps n v r t r if y w ,n it comes 
to help. Some drives f or humanitarian purposes are fi a ced mainly 
by the mall contributions colle t ed fr o1 the general opul tio . 

s) v1a t in pol. tics most of w' at i I 1 awar (h co tin 
attrib ted to idealistic 
nevertheless I think t hat pu 

ov rnment policy in Americ 

s as an 0cono io b c~uround, 
ly mo~ 1 otivations have infl 

t a larger extent thnn abroad. 

t, 
enced 

In short, material welfare i s urobably more str n 1y ap ciat ed 
i America than in other count ries, ~ ut this in o wv implies a 
e;reater selfishness. Rat er, th re are indications that ther 
generally less selfishness i n th Unit d States . 

American policy has to a larg · extent t an abroad been motivated by purely 

• moral considerations. And an Italian newspap r editor, who ad st died here in 

his youth and had returned to Ital7, sums up t he theme of this whole book when 

he says quite simply, "The secret of American success is the American oral 

heritage, Th ~y are proud of that heritage, a heritage which we sometimes t hink 

unsophisticated or naive and equally sometimes take for granted." 

Where do they fault America? ~Jhat are our failin gs in their eyes? The 

answer c an be quite imply made. We fail in their eyes when wa ar able to 

abide by our first principles. Domestically we £ail when they see evidence in 

our country of racial discrimination. Nineteen oft e twent y ess~s mentioned .. 

Li tle Rock and all that conjury of ideas whic Little Rock implies. The only 

essay which avoids any mention of this is by an editor f'rom South Africa. They 

are concerned -- concerned that a nation whose laws are color blind, whose 

tradition are traditions of equality, whould not have been able to eradic te 

bJ this moment in its history all evidence of color barrier. Ad t writ r 

adl'lit quite freely and openly th t at home, .:.n their own nati o s, th r ar 

barriers of class and caste and r ce, ut they uay equally that Amerio here must 
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t,ake the lead. We have pioneered a new social experiment. It is up to us to 

find the ways and the means to integrate our population in terms ot housing, in 

terms of schooling, in terms of hiring, in terms of transportation. The Indian 

public servant, Mr. A. D. Oerwala, says this quite simplyi 

The Negro still remains in many ways a second-class citizen, even 
in-regions where full political rights have long been conceded to hi~. 

In .other areas his position is worse, though the highest legal pro- J 

nouncements have consistently gone in his favor over the last few 
years. In any ordinary country (notice the words) -- in any ordinary 
country the situation of the Negro vis-a-vis the rest ot the popula
tion would perhaps be understandable, though of course it could never 

be juatified. But in the oldest democracy in the world, dedicated to 
the proposition that all men are created equal, the thought cannot be 

avoided that after all these years this problem ought to have been 
solved. 

When we are an ordinary nation, then they find fault. They find fault with 

us politically when our system of government under law breaks down. All twenty 

of these .eas~s refer to the McCarthy episode, the government by slander t ·o 

justice, by innuendo and insinuation, to that attempt of a small minority ot 

super-patriots to impose their will, their wish and their whim upon the American 

polity. And each was amazed that the American democratic tradition was not 

atrong enough immediately to overwhelm these demagogues, to push them out of the 

path, to say "We will have no truck llith you". The Canadian professor ot 

political science, Mr. Jamee , a,-s this quite -.limply1 

r 

A second cause of anti-American feeling in Canada in recent years 
has been the malaise of MoCarthyiS111. Great as its effect was in 

Western Europe, I believe it was even more disturbing in Canada. Moat 
Europeans, prevented by distance and a shortage of foreign exchaitge 
trom ·oonducting investigations at firsthand, necessarily relied on the 
image o£ America that fO'Wld its way· across the Atlantic, often blurred 

and distorted in transmission, Canadians, however, had in colllltlees 
ways the q,portunity for more intimate assessment. We knew better 
than most that beneath the frothy vaporings there lny the vast reser-

1 voir of American opinion, deep and decent. .And when our closer 
scrutiny disclosed the extent to which the pollution had spread across 
the great republic, our sense ot shock vas all the greater for having 

been born of better knowledge. With mounting dismq we came to tear 
that America's capacity for leadership vas being atrophied b7 a 
frightening national paranoia that no institution or individual seemed 
able or willing to cure. When the movement of which Senator McCarthy 
vu cauae or syli>ol lost ita manentum, our relief was as great as our 

previous concern. 



Americnn leadership, a country that is anything but ordinary·, t se the 

measure of judgment against which .American action is weighed. A d • ;t nternationally, 

internationally these men and women find fault accordi to what one of the 

correspondents called "America's ov rwhelming preoccupation with 1 tern tional 

security". One of them observed that "in the last decade and a halt Americans 
' 

have made the false philosophic equ tion betwe n anti-Communism and moral 

righteousness". They have t,ried to make a saint out of many of the world's most 

despicable despots and demagogu s. Ti1 and again .America a soil d her skirts 

with marriages of convenience with nations, with indivi ual, with dictators with 

whom she should not have even been in conversation. This they found to be 

destructive of faith in American moral leaders} ip. They had loolted to an America 

strong, yes, but avid for peace, avid to forge the bonds or cooperatfon between 

nations. And looking about them i this world, these people had found an .America 

avid for what? For international security, military security against Oommunima, 

to weld not economic alliances but T'lilitary alliances, seekj_ng not. world 

cooperation but s. division or the world into two great entities varri.nQ cold ar 

hot against one another. And these men were here frankly disappointed. 

I have tried to give you a sense of the mood of this book, a mood which in 

~ - opinion is a good and calculated refiection of world opinion, a mood which 

Americans ought to take to heart if we would understand vey we have not been able 

to weld true friendship in the world and why our friends so often turn around 

and laughed and jeered at us when the immediate need for which thq entered into 

alliance with us has disappeared. 

Now let me preach a very short sermon. 
. 

What do these men expect of ues? Is it really an,thing but what w expect 

ourselves? We have been told from many- quarters in American lite in the last 

.decade that we are like all other nations, that it is not beneath American 

dignity to plq power politics, that we ought not to worry t t we must enter 
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into alliance with individuals whan we would certainly not invite to our dinner 

tables. W have been told time d t ime agai t hat are di . ~ people. Our 

oolumni ts have told s this. Men in our St t e Dep t me t h v e p s zed · t. 

The milit ary c rtai ly has been full of it . Th wold re j ects i t. In our he ts 

of hearts reject it t oo. We are d. ff re t. We are different cause our 

moral he t -a is one which will ot p rmit u t o m tt r r convenience, 

compr omise and coo at i o with evil. d 1 hav n w wat d , u a d I, for a 

decade a.nd a half t h s aoca od ti ns , this d l itary preoccupat · on, t is inability 

or America to n ume the moral leadership f Arn lr i ca because we were ot willing 

to pay the price of moral l eadership. And assessing it, can ~ aay that it has 

made us more secure? that it has achieved the very ends f which i t was 

designed? Ho. Quite the contrary. We have alienated our .friends, and those who 

are now allied to us we know are allies of convenience and not ot conviction. 

What then remains for us to do? It seems that the way is clear. Domesti

cally, ve must move forward to complete the unfinished business of democracy. 

We must eradicate .tran the American picture all evidence of discrimination based 

on c·olor or class or creed. On February 2nd of this year, students from the 

North Carolina Agrlculture and Technical School began a sit-down strike in 

Greensboro, North Carolina. As you know, these strikes have spread throughout 

the , South. They are the vocal, verbal, visible protest of the young Southern 

Negro that t hey will not accept 8ll1' longer second or third rate citizenship that 

has been allotted to them. These students who took part in this first sit-down 

str:i.ke wrote a letter which every American ought to read. It was addressed to 

the A~torney Genenal of the State of North Carolina, and it said quite simpl.71 

Por the past few years, you have strongly advocated the use ot the 
"no trespass law" on the part or business establislnents involved in 
our activities. It is highly evident that you have railed to realize 
the devastatina ef fe ct t his could have on the state of North Carolina. 

It is a known :fact that i dustry t nds t o hy awq from thos areas 
where there is aacial unrest • . 

And here is t he heart of the matters 
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We would like to make i clear th t this mnse ov- . n s n 
begun to bring economic suffering to the state but to brin , to the 
realization of the citizens of North Carolina th,t t N oes, Yho 
are also citizens of North Carolina, can no longer remain quiet and 
conplacent and continue to accept sue gross njusti f t 
who desire to see no chan e in old customs and traditions solely 
for the nurpose of . rsonal nin r b c use of 1e warped ides 
wh oh have been instilled in th minds of many so-called responsible 
citiz s. 

As lo '.) as North o S uth, Ea .... t or We t, the Negro., tl Pu rto R. can, the 

tr~ tory worker, the Cath lie, J is discrimi ated a ai st i business, in 

dustry, in ho sing, in tr nsportat on, in onvo i ce, s l on s n1.r business 

incomplete, and o lo , ·so t .s clear. Only s w succeed in er$dicating# in 

leveling thee barriers, only then will e succe din raising again the estimation 

of America in tho eyes of the world. And politically -- politically the atmosphere 

of Senator McCart}ir has been miti~ated but has certainly ot disappeared. It is 

still true that descent is looked askance upon, that there is little free debate 

in the public arena of crucial national issue. You will r~c 11 tat ust last 

mont our Air Force w s foun t ave issued a manual attaoldn 0 ta N·tional 

Council' of Churches of Christ in America, the largest body of liberal Christian 

denominations as having been intiltered by the CoDD"nwiists. And h st e Air Force 

ever rescinded this statement? It has said simply that it has called in the 

manual and it has not punished those who wrote it. It has not punished itself tor 

having had t e temerity, the audacity to conduct this CBmpai of vil:.fication. 

Rather it has said in elf justification that of the irst one t ousand letter• 

received, nine hundred and twenty supported the charges, as thoueh t.his was an;y 

proof of their truth or any justification for an agency of government to issua 

slander against any American individual or institution. 

The atmosphere of political coersion is still with us, and it is a tragedy 

that the statem nt of ur Americanism must com.a from thos attacked, it did in 

this case, from Dr. Harold Blake, Coadjator Bi hop f t e Pr sbyt i Church, 

writing simplya 
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In lib rty w ave a right to know t . tr , t e 
rightness of public policy for ourselves. The critic is not a 
co urdst b cau h s criti c. Descent i no disloyal y. 
Indeed, it may be the highest form of loyalt7. 

Un 11 our government evidences this essential Americ n f ·th i its every 

activity, s long is the busin ~ of d ocracy imc mplete, and so lo B will the 

image of America in the eyes of h world be marred. 

And what of our international relatioas ? Th w rld .s taken heart, in the 

last year and a half, as our Presid nt has spok n in a new term, no longer in the 

voice or the power-politician, - voic or Br:tnksmanship, or containment, no 

longer preoccupied solely with n"tional -curity, but with the vc,ice which the 

voic which the world delights t hear, a voice which does not compromise 

essential needs in .American security, but a voice de:bernd.ned to exploit every 

avenue or economic and political cooperation. And the world has been enheartened. 

For the world also knows that line of Genesis, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, 

but the hands are the hands of Esau." The voice is often a beautiful, an 

enheartening voice, but the hands are often dirty and grasping and self-seeking. 

Until America finds the w~s of translating into every area of J>olitical decisim, 

until our State Department finds the ways of showing, on the level of day to day 

aotiv1.ty, that it abides and agrees with our President (and I must, say that it has 

not aa yet), unless the American political syste11r turns and begins to assert its 

every energy as our President seys it will for the achievement of the objective ot 

peace, ao long will the image of America be marred throu ho t our world. 

The world thinks better or us than we do ourselves. It is a tragedy that we 

need to bo reminded by foreign ob ervers of the uniqueness, of h . value, of the 

correctness, of the truth, of the idealism of nur American tradltion. W can be 

grateful r r havin been remind d, and wnt will we return to th world in answer? 

Will it not be a simple answer? "As you expect better of us, so we pl dge better 

ot ourselves." 



An1 no~ the third ouesticn I have raised: the relative positions of 

material ann spiritual interests i ~ erican society. 1·lhile formerly the fine 

arts were much less regarded in the United StAtes th~n in other countries, it 

appears th:::it they nre now receiving p,rowing attention, a trend that has probably 

been furthered by the large increase in incomes; in fact, material ar.0 aesthetic 
~ ~ 1 

interests ~re not mutually exclu s ive) bat are to~ l~rge degree interdependent. 

Interest in the social and natural science~ has always heen strong in America., • 
I , ,11..v · l (. ~ 
~ )l. µA, . and here she hrt s g~e~t achievements to h~r credit. Furthermo~e, Americans are 

strongly religious, and have a very pronounced philanthropic spirit. In allegedly 

less m;:iterialistic countries one often finds a cert.:--1 in indifference towards the lot 

of other countrymen, but in America one is struck by the great interest people 

t ake in the conditions of others. }~tny persons devote much of their time and 

energy to charity and to activities nimed at providing some betterment to their 

community, their country, or humanity as a whole. Large dcnations are made for 

schools, research, museums, churches, hospit~ls , and s i milar projects, in the 

country itself and abroad. Not only the rich but also the lower-income groups 

4re never thrifty when it comes to help. Some drives for humanitarian purposes 

are financed mainly by the sm~ll contributions collected from the general 

population. 
~ u i:-CU 

I am aware"' that in politics most of uh~t is attributed to idealistic motives 

has an economic background, ~ nevertheless I think that purely moral movivations 

have influencec government policy in America ~o a l4rger extent than abroad, ·~ 

a- exemf.)lified by ~vocxh ow W½:1:.,on. 

In short, material welfare is probnbly more stroncly appreciated in America 
~ th~n in other countries, but this in no WAY implies ale-o greater selfishness. 

Rather, there are indications thrt t there is generally less selfishness in the 

United States. 



A second cause of anti-American feeling in Canada in recent years has been 

the malaise of McCarthyism. Great as its effect was in Western Europe, I believe 

it was even more disturbing in Canada. Most Europeans, prevented by distance and 

a shortage of foreign exchan?e from conducting investigations at firsthand, 

necessarily relied on the image of America that found its way across the Atlantic, 

often blurred and distorted in transmission. Canadians, however, had in countless 

ways the opportunity for more intimate assessment. We knew better than most that 

beneath the frothy vaporings there lay the vast reservoir of American opini on, 

deep and decent. And when our closer scrutiny disclosed the extent to which the 

pollution had spread across the great republic, our sense of shock was all the 

greater for having been born of better lmowledge. With mounting dismay we came 

to fear that America's capacity for leadership was being atrophied by a frightening 

national paranoia that no institution or individual seemed able or willing to cure. 

When the movement of which Senator McCarthy was cause or symbol lost its momentum, 

our relief was as great as our previous concern. l'ho moet uid<i&pread outburst of 
~ 

popul"tft indignation against the United States within liTfl:flg memocy was caused by 

the reapp~ai9t!'nee of these un-Ameri can acti¥itiee ia t he tre.~i• episode of the 

Norman af I' ail,. 

1Jf rtbay _Ma_r ..... ch:.::......:4...,,_1=--9'-.::16c:0:.__ __ 

B,uubay March 6, 1960 
IDqnse wqo iu1ssrb awag tqis wrrk 
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RALEIGH, N. c., Feb. 15 (UPI) 

Negro students at North Carolina A & T College who originated the sit-down 

demonstrations in Greensboro drafted an open letter today to State Attorney General 

Malcolm Seawell. It said in part: 

"For the past few J:;;s, you have strongly advocated the use of the 'no . . 
1 ft 

trespass law• on the part of the business establishments involved.~ tis highly 

evident that you have failed to realize the ~••b devastating effect this could 

have on the state of North Carolina, and afflJher s tate'S--loclit"ed nere in the Settib&. 

"It is a known fact that industry tends to shy away from those areas where 

there is racial unrest. 
/ I ::(,./_ ~ .. I I.. ~, . ; I .. ', d.) • 

"We would like to make it clear that this mass movement was not begun to 

bring econanic suffering to the state but to bring to the realization of the 

citizens of North Carolina that the Negroes, who are also citizens of NorihCarolina, 

can no longer remain quiet and complacent and continue to accept such gross 

injustice from those who desire to see no change in old customs and traditions 

solely for the purpose of personal gain or because of the warped ideas which have 

been instilled in the minds of many responsible citizens." 
I\ 

' I 

,,, 



In liberty we have a right to know the truth, to judge 

the rightness of public policy for ourselves. The 

critic is not a commun.L st because he . critic. l.S a 

~ Decent is not ~ I 
disloyalty. It lJlB.Y be the highest form of 

loyalty. 



The Negro still remains in many w~ys a second-class citizen, even in~ regions 

where full pol\tical rights have lon~ been conceded to him. In other areas his 

position is worse, though the highest legal pronouncements have consistently 
. ( I:) ,/) 

gone in his favor over the last few years. In any ordinary countrYJ, the 

situation of the Negro vis-'-vis the rest of the population would perhaps be 

understandable, though of course it could never be justified. But in the 

oldest democracy in the worlrl, dedicated to the proposition that all men are 

created eaual, the thought cannot be avoided thnt qfter all 

problem ought to have been solved. 
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