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AS OTHERS SEE US
The Image of America in the World's Eye

March 6, 1960

Rabbi Dandel Jeremy Silver

An angry wave of anti-American protest surged through the Jm islands
in the Spring of 195k, while the Americans were conducting the first atomic bomb
tests 1n the _Ilmth Pacifie, Japan had a better reascn than any other natiom to
know the devastating portend of these tests. And then radiocactive contamination
was fomnd in the tuna catoh of tht Bpring. Subsequent to this a fishing bost
orew was found to have been -hm hth radigastive fallout, The resgtion was
intense. Mymmﬂh&ﬁmmmatm hnerican embassy and
mhrim!md?mnluﬂ:ﬁmﬂmd. A1l over the Mmd!,iqthu
smallest hamlet and the largest city, the walls were defsced with those idsographs
which spelled out "Yankee, go home". gy

I remember asking, that Spring, & Japanese newspaper correspondent, why 1t
was that when North Korea had invaded South Korea, a crime certainly mmw,
in magnitude, in character flrdiﬂhﬂntirmthntufvhichth&l-'hur were
being accused, why there had been no Similar outory of nstional indignatioa. His
answer I shall never forget. It m 8imple and it was direoct. Eli-ﬂi.d,‘ "'rue.
But then, we expect better of ym_.! A competent teacher grades the exceptional
ntudlntr more strictly than he dm t.h- paverage scholar. Men of good will throughe-
outout our werld grade and judge the United States more sevesB®y than almost any
other nation. And this severe m.upliu a compliment, for we are a nation



tmdﬂ} on liburtr and on the m of the ikalienable rights of
m! md we have in histery at tn make our foreign policy q J
thlnﬂmry to us domestic Hﬂt principles, #And all in ﬂl“ﬂﬁl not
mw of these principles and the world knows our record. m;ﬂa-ld
w ‘EI:IE we have seldom haﬁm‘&msﬂ“ designs against our ‘

we bln been among the most enthusiastio proponents of the United ilﬁf and the

consort and cooperation of the world family, that we have been lwthlng but
vindictive to our erstwhile enemies, that we spent freely and selflessly large

sums of money to rehabilitate the devastated G'LMII of Europe, and that we are
even now spending equally staggering sums of money to develop the so-called
under-developed nations of our globe.

All in all, the American international record hsf been one surprisingly
idealistic and unselfish, and th-'_{ﬁid well knows this. And so it 1s thatl when
we are untrue to these principles the world w disappointed, and their
disappointment is far greater t-hln :I.'n would be if 1t saw signs of pure selfish
power politics among any other netion. Why was it, after all, that our Vice-
President was so roundly jeered and attacked two years ago during hllh':l.p to
Latin America? Was it not largely because he represented a nation which had
preached good neighborliness, which had practiced good neighborliness, but which,
during the last decade or so, had forgotten the slementary requirements of
friendship — concern, mutusl copperation, and respect. Was it not that during
the last decadd or so we had spoken publicly time and again of human rights, but
that in private conversapion with the diplomats of these nations we had irsisted
upon special commercisl privilege. We spoke of economic cooperation, and we
Miud upon military bases and nﬂitu-y alliances. And so Mr, Nixon resped the
whirlwind, These nations expected better of us. We had not lived up to their
expectations. And why was Mr, Eisenhower so well received during his last trip?
Was 1t not that he voiced these expectations -- that he said to these people
quite simply and quite directly, "Your hopes in us are not misplaced. We will
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