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.And the aona ot the arietocraciea ot these countries vent to school at Oxford and 

9ailbridc• and Ranard and Yale, and they brought back to their fatherlands and 

aothlrlanda the vorka ot Mr. Themas Jetr er son and Mr. Adam Sm:i th and Mr. Karl 
. , ,. 

Marx • .And 1111.uionariea a .. e to these 'countries -- missionaries who were deter-

~ to teach the -- what the ~rmans would have called the "Lumpen proletariat" 

:__ the ma■■ how to read, how to think. Their tastes were developed for better 
' ' 

things. A new age dawned and is dawning slowly upon these countries. And the 

technique of change, politically-, is the revolution, because these Latin and 

South Amerioan countries have no tradition of democratic machinery. A political 

debate ia not resolved at the voting place, but largely by violence. Those 

countries which have a democratic machine largely see these machines used by 

tyrant■, by those who usurp power, to justify the usurpation which has already 

taken place. 

Democracy has not yet developed traditions, it is not yet effective. So 

ohange oan take place only violently, only by force, only t.hrough revolution. 
very • 

We in the United States have the/unfortunate habit of judging diplanatic 

o~•• outside of our borders by' black-and-vhitlll.atandarda. We ]j_ke to think 

ot the■ in terms ot a T.V. Western aerial. There is the easily identifiable 

nllain, the tyrant, cloaked in l>lack, whom we hiss instinctively when he walks 

·co the at~. And there is the equal.17 easily identifiable hero, a man of 

courage, a man ot bravery, a man whose ideals are the same as ours, Md ve 

applaud, and ve shout •bravo" as he valke upon the stage. And then there is the 

violence, the gun-plq, the hero triumphs, and justice and law are brought to 

Dodge City far ever attar. Well, unfortunately, when the hero triU11phs in Latin 

~ioa, it he does triUlll)h in Havana or in Bogata or 1n Caracas or in Buenos 

Aire■, law and peace do not ahrqa OOll8 to thoae cities for ewr after. Bedause 

7011 oan not think of politics in this aonochromatic scale of ood and evil, black 

and white. It is panchromatic. The heroes range tr0111 the extrem of bravery to 
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the extreme of folly, and all in- etween characteristics are merged sanetimes 

into' one man. 

Colombia had a hero-liberator, a Moses, who became the worst tyrant in their 

history. And on t e other hand Peru had tyrant who allowed the will of the 

people to vote him out of office. 

So it is difficult to make easv., universal judgments about, events south of 

our border. We must see these men as heroes and as human beings, men of foibles, 

men of accomplishment, men of failings, men with whom we agree and men with whose 

policies we must sometimes disagree. Because these are the agents of change, and 

Latin America ia trying to cover the road c a ge, the road that took ua four 

hundred years, perhaps f our years, or at most four decades, quickly. And the 

cl ange whic: she is tryin to effect is a violent change and it is often being 

effected in ways with which we can not agree. 

The events 1n Cuba, the events which have been so often headlined in our 

paper in recent months, are a caee in point~ HerA we hAve a traditional Western 
• ' 

'· 

• her~ ·type, Pidel Castro. A y-olmg man, a strong man, a man oouraeeou.a and brave, 
,, 

_and a man dedicated to the principle of freedom for his people.· And the arm band 
. ' 

which his olive-dressed warriors carrfed into battle with them, the .ban which 

;.;ead IIThe Twenty-Sixth ot July•/ 't~ 't~st81'11ent of tbls philosop~ ot &~edom. For 

• on the twenty-sixth ot July in -the year 1953 Fedel Castro, then ,a _young 1~ 

' student, raised in rebellion sane. me ;hundred of his fel10v students against the 
~ . ' , .. · , , r- , 

' \ 

ti%-st excesses of the Batista re·giine, ,and they attacked the police garrison in 

Sant.iago de· Cuba, and the attack was repulsed, and man.r died, and Castro was 

oaug)lt . and imprisoned and tried.· And in an act of gre.at person·a1 bravery this 

ro,mg Castro stood before his aa: . ~, in a court convinced already ·of his 
•'t' • 

and he recited in open court. the whole litaDJ' of Batista's villainies, 
' 

and he accepted without plea his imprisonment, and he was freed from that im-
. . 

pr:laca11ant· only when a general amnesty was granted. He went immediately into 



exile, to persevere, to plan again, to overthrow a man whom h and his fellow 

Cubans telt anew had not only usurped power but had unlertalron n. program ot 

planned police action determined to wip out and suppress all ti-Batista 

thought and feeling and expression in the l nd. Batista v _ eoonomioally perhaps 

.a sound lesder, but his hands were sullied in blood, in the blood of his political 

opponents whom he had one by o silenced, , or murdered. 

In ~cember of 1956 the yo, g Castro landed again in Cuba. He and thirteen 

ot the youne men who landed with him were able to get away safel into the 

fastness of the Sierra Maestra Mountains, and there for three and a half lon 

years he fo ht and he worked and he plnnne and h built for the overthrow of 

the Batista regime which he accomplished just fifteen months ago. Here is a 

hero,· a Washington, a man who personally led his troops into battle, a man who 

drew into himselt all the feelin$!B of Cuba, a desire to break out of the chains 

or their captor and or their tyrants and to win for themselves a new day. And 

this Castro ve can admire without equiYocation. 

But the molt in Cuba is a complex phenomenon. It has not only a philoso-
begin 

phy -'.'9 freedom - a philosoph7 which we, as Jews, who ■+4w:wwge• our history in 

cry tor freedom could well understand - but it has a psychology, and the 

psychology is purit7, and this we find somewhat strange. C:istro is a young man. 

He 1■ only thirty-tour years of age. The average age of the volunteers who 

fought with him throughout these three and a half years was less than nineteen 

years. Strangely, the older people ot Cuba, the fathers or these volunteers, 

nen it they had a tradition or being anti-Batista politically, wre not wlcome . 

into. his hosts. This vas a revolt ot the young against the old, not only of the. 

fl-eedom-loving against the tyrant. 

You remember that when Batista vas overthrown and fied to the Dominican 

Republic Castro hesitated ror many dllJ'S before he advanced upon Havana, the 

capital itself. He did not want to come to H vana. Wh ? Beca se Havana was the 
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city or wickedness, the Sodom and Gemorrah of Cuba. Here it was that the fathers, 

even the democratic fathers had accepted bribery and graft. Here it was th ta 

people's morals were tun-loving r ather than strict. And if you haver ad of the 

revolt 01' Castro you know that his personal i tagrity and the integrity of his 

govermnent has been above reproach, somet ing absolutely Wlique in ,Cuban history, 

that he has tried to turn the Cubans aside from their pleasure loving, fun lovi~, 

indifferent ways nnd awaker them o what he considers to be the characteristics, 

the morai characteristics required of young men and women in the twentieth century. 

The Castro rebellion has something about it or the nature or the decision 

which was made by the Jews when they left Egypt. None of the fathers who lmev 

Egypt were deemed sufficiently strong of mind and of purpose to attempt the 

conquest of the promised land. None of the fathers in Cuba were deemed suffic­

iently dedicated, sufficiently aware o~ the ohallenps, the changes required tor 

the : w age to be worthy of t aking part in and building the new Cuba. There is 

a philosophy there in this revolution and there is a psychology deeply embedded 

1n it. And since it is a revolt of young people •- "The young man see vision_s" -

and the yollllg men are impatient, it is a revolt which is in a hurry, a hurry to 

accomplish its ends. Often in the past great manifestos have been written by 

Cuban leaders, by the and the and others, great manifestos 

which catalogued Cuba's ills and the methods which they proposed to cure these 
then, 

ills, and these manifestos were used at election time, and BIi much like our own 

political platfonns, were filed away for use four years later. Not so with 

Castro's revolution. They knew t~e ills of Cuba - absolute dependence upon one 

crop, sugarJ sixty-one percent oft.eland is sowed in sugar can, orie third of 

the e conotl\Y depends upon the sugar crop. Arty imbalance in the world's sugar 

market devastates t he budget, does devastate the finance or Cuba. T e evils 

were known. Twenty percent of Cuba's arable land was never •••■at smm with any 

crop because most of Cuba's land was owned by a few individuals, many absentee 
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lan lo a indifferent to the wel.ffll' o t 1r p opl , indifi'er • t to. the welfar 

of cir co try. Cuba ad an unf t ate bal ce of trade. She • d to i port 

mr s e exported bee use she roduced raw materials nd ot anufactured 

products. 

A d we see, in the last f:tf e-en m ntha, a gogernment • n . 1 rry, expro-

priating land, developin~ crunpaigns buying C b ood -- "Cuba for the Cubnns" 

-- developing high t riff walls to preve t t he Cubans from s ending their dollars 

and t eir silver abroad, impatient with old way of doing busine .. s, .:n isting 

tha • new schools, nev hospitals, new roads, n · w programs of public works be put 

into etfect. And muc has b en eff cted. Five thousand school buildings in a 

sin 1 year. Thirteen major hospital complexes. Miles upon miles of i,oads. 

Hundreds upon thousands of workers' cooper ·ives and workers' housing.. But much 

oft sh s been done without due regard to accepted practice of business or of 

law. The land has been expropriated with promises of repayment but as yet with 

no actual pledge of repayment. These are the hallmarks of y tmg men in a hurry, 

oung men who sometimes overreach themselves, sometimes oversttep the ounds of 

propriety, sometimes often overstep the bounds of legality. But of young men who 

accomplish and whom perhaps for their accomplishment, we can forgive greatly. 

This is a revolution of young men and of young men in a hurry, young men 

who are impatient. And this impatience causes us the most woITy, because the 

government of Cuba ia today not a democratic government. The overnment of Cuba 

is Fedel Castro. He has been too impatient to relax his control of all aspects 

of the government. He does not want bureaucracy to set in. He does not want 

plans to be shifted from one desk to another without anything being accomplished. 

And his imp tience has arrogated all power to him. As Lord Acton so well has 

reminded generation upon generation of observers, power corrupts. Absolute 

power corrupts absolutely. And there is danger that Caotro may never be willing 

to tum over bit by bit the powers which h has a sumed unto him elt, to allow 

the machine17 ot democracy to teed and to begin to grow and to develop in Cuba. 

... 
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And if this be true, then whatever his accomplishments in all other sph res, he 

will become in time a tyrant like unto the tyrant he deposed, and Cuba's revo­

lution will not be new birth of freedom but simply new indic tion that the 

forces which will inevitably est lish freedom in Cuba are at vork underly what­

ever political situation exists there. 

Now, what can we learn, y u and I, Americans, from Castro's rebellion? We 

can learn many things. We can learn first or all why it is that America is so 

often hated, disliked about our world. Castro has made the United States the 

wti..ipping boy of the revolution. He is a nuont, able speaker. His speeches are 

unendurabljT long for anyone who is not a Cuban, and they turn and return to 

sin le theme, and that is that it is the American economic imperialism which 

brought about Batista, the ills of yesterday, and that Cuba must free itself of 

American grasp, of American control, nd must find its way al.one in the new world. 

Now we ·do not like to be attacked, and if We3 were to recite the litany of our 

accomplishments in Cuba they are many. We have time and agm.n lent Cuba needed 

millions , to prevent her from becoming impossibly entangled in debt. We have sent 

many technicians. We are responsible for having wiped out the yellow fever 

epidemic which annually destroyed and decimated her population. We have supported 

tree elections whenever we could. But equally• equally ve are guilty of many sins 

against Cuba. During the Batista regime, especially during the last seven years 

ot his pover, the American ambassadors to Cuba were wholehearted supporters ot 

Batista. Batista was bringing economic security to Cuba. He was making Cuba a 

tourists' paradise. Never before had the groat American corporations who had so 

ma~ hundreds of millions of dol.lars invested in Cuba -- never before had these 

great corporations enjoyed such stable profits and operating conditions. Indeed, 

Mr. Gardner, one of our ambassadors of this period, was so fulsome in his praise 

that Mr. Batista had to request of the United Slates government th t he tone down 

his comments, thnt he vae in a sense overwh lming Batista wit his pr ise nd 
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.t hi " vas n t, .. t ti1) v 11 wi t ~1 - c · n t emselve. Ne or . c, d rj_n t e 

e van ears o Batista• r e ime did ;rnerioan amb r deer h~ pol itical 

m 1rd r , dcnounco th , ssul1 tion of u merit d, unw rrant ed .· wer. N er no 

duri ~ 1.J t .. e. e years di n An ric ,.·in ass dor sp ak out - p a-· ion of 

a seer t r..rvioe, of t ought c ·tr l, of censorship upon th cuba.ns. And mo t 

unfort t ., of all, durin tis.: r od . i · the name oft e old war we supplied 

B tiata with illions of dollars w rth of arms, and these arms war ever used 

a . ainst a si_ Ble Russian, of cour e , but they did kill many a ar i san of the 

Jul y twe1t·-sixth revolution. 

A e j _c ( had Jr at chunc i Cuba . In 189 we were ceded Cu a in trust for 

her citizens at the end of the Tr t of Paris which concluded the Sp nish-American 

War. O r troops occupied Cuba for three years, am during those years ereat 

advance wer e made i n education d housing and transportation and the establish.­

ment of democratic procedures. Then, at the end of th se thre years, we granted 

freedom and independence to the Cu ans but added what was known as the Platt 

Amendment , which stated that we could interfere in Cuban act viti internally 

whenever t e conditions warranted it. And from 1902 till the 19,30s when President 

Roosevelt withdrew the Platt Amendment, ve often did interfere in the Cuban 

economy and Cuban politics. But never once in that time did we complain against 

the graft which was endemic in the political. system or Cuba. Never once in that 

time did we tell the Cubans, who have a seventy percent rate or illiteracy, "We 

will lend you the monq. Be busy about destroying this illiteracy.• Rather, ve 

interfered in Cuba whenever our economic investments thero were t hr atened by 

uncertainty or government. We could have taught the Cubans how to live in the 

twentieth century. We could have t t ght them how to make democrac work. We 

could have spanked the fingers or t oee who attempted t o usurp power, but instead 

we encour ged them in their usurpati n because strono- ovarrnn.ent me s ood 

business. It is no wonder t hat t 
t).S 

C bar. s l o k skanca up n we in. t e United 
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St tea, wov r ood ost of i te io s i w can l arn o e 

t ing fr the Cub n r v l tion, it i t is1 t ou h w h v strata :, c need all 

about th. orld, anc: t ou0 h we m s ... otect Am ric invi r 

w rld, pre-eminent of all the e uiroments of U ite St t 

hout the 

olicy u t b 

affirmation of what is dearest and mo t e •• ential to s, our love of libert , our 

desire to s e democr tic institutions est 1·s d, ur aiot, up n civil 

rights and upon justice. 

R • • Hart Phill ps, the lon 

recent book made the a observations: 

e , ew Y erk Times corr o d t i . He: vana, in a 

Anti- ric . n imen in Lati Am rica i:J dir •c ly rela d to 
the United States• f ilur t c p rt co r g he es a lis -
m nt 1d ai tena.nc of democr ' cy. Latin .Americans are bewilder d 
b~" t . American foreign pol cy. The e th United Stat s stri vi g 
to stablish d mocracy in dist nt ln_ds, Japan, G rmany, Kore, 
w ile failing to support d mocrncy in Lnti 1 America, where peopl 
are striving for articipatio in their ational affairs. 

For many years t a Unite States has r aogniz d nny dictat r who 
managed to seize a countr 1 Lri t • Al rica. I point out tw 
examples -- Truijillo and Somoz • Botl of thes ere s pported by 
the administrations of Roo_sav l , of Truman, and of Eisenhower. 
Recognition of any government i. L tin America implies ppr el, 
dear: i te anything the United St,· e ~partmant of Stat m:j_ ht ay , < 

and no .Latin American will ever be conv·nced to the contr ry. T 
United States should never r cogn • zo an r 6ov r e t • Lat j n A .1 ric 
which obtains power by force of arms, without re ard to whet .r ~he 
leader is a "dictator" or a "liberator". 

The shameful support to existing dictators in Latin America 
should be withdrawn. No lo.ans should be made to these dictator • 
All shipments of arms and ammunition from the United States hould 
be halted. The dictators should be advised in an open note, made 
public to the world, that the United States looks with disfavor on 
the disregard for human rights in t ooir territories. This policy 
mu.st be maintained regardless of world poll tical situations. It , 
would increase United States• prestige and rlve Latin Arlerican ' 
peopl o confidence that t eir bi neighbor to the north decided at 
last to se to it that democracy came into being bel w the Rio 
Grarrle. 

The decision of he United Sates o send arms and military 
missions was an unfortunate one. The basic idea behind it wa that 
t~ese countries s ould lear o defend themselves and to help the 
United States in time of var. Alt ou 1 excellent in the0171 in 
praotice it became one of the greatest hindrances to friendl.y(re• 
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lations with the ople f L tin Amerio. Thes ~ ~een d 
again and again to op ress and to enslave the people f c oountrie 
that received them. The United St tes ilitary .issiona vein dver­
tently trained the armies nd ~ovies ann a r forceo f c trieo 
only to fight ag ins their . wn peo le, n t for i e e . c, a nd 
Venezuela ~re sad examples f the vils sue pol cy can rod ce. 
J.rrrry, navy and air miosions of the Un ted St ·es sho d immediately 
withdrawn from Latin Amerio.. . The United States s o ld r .. liz t at 
the Latin er o c untrio :1 will not t the pr sent • o tribute 
troops to any war of a major ,cale i w ch the Unit d S t s . be 
involv d. Perh ps., if the ro_ er oli y we e follow d Lat Al"'lericana 
mi ht one day consider any w ~ in w ic t e Uni ed St t w volved 
their war. 

A new ag s co in ;,) tn t e w rl • We see ·t in Afric , Sent east Asia., in 

Latin and Sout America. Its dimensions are nationalism, ind striali~ation., the 

demand f +.he peasantry nd the w rk r for a fair share of the pron rity of hie 

nation, the demands oft e woman f or e ual ri ts, the increase of the rate of 

literacy throughout the world. Power h ve been set 1 moti n which will bring 

the twe .tieth century into these rti s., and these powers, o ce unleashed, can 
I 

never be recalled. Unleashed, t se powers will uns ttle all t es c untriea. 

That is why I speak of these revolutions as panchr matic, s .ade p of many 

colors, 1;ood and bad and indifferent alike. If we, as the Unit d Sta. s are 

concerned, honestly and sincerely concerned with helpina the eoples of the 

world., then we must see to it on the one hand hat we do nothi ~ t ·ncr·ease the 

pressures and the powers of the v sted interests now in authority -- who seek 

only to continue the past and it s. ecial privileges -- an n the other hand we 
not nly 

must encoura e in every way that w c~n, these countries/to progress economically., -

which is Russia's v.teh as well a our mm, but to develop d cratically, which 

is ow own wimh _alone. 

If these countries are to ve freedom and to enjoy it in perpetuity, if 

they are not to cane into the t tieth century aa -- t use the Russin term -­

econanic democracies, &dvanced technological n tione under crne str n an or 

strang men, but !~ the • e trul: to h ve fr edom then e st loo. e he oun 

people ot these nations into "'ur universities and into our citi s an int o~ 
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ho1es, where they can learn by exnmple, by osmosis, the techniq es of .Amerio. 

Then we must stan:1 in thoir -yes ns a nation determinod to help every ~roup which 

seek~ to establish fraedo. We .uut not be too harsh with heir excesses - and 

heir excesses will be many, and thy will give us case for c laint - because 

t hes are yotmg men with a vision. History is mnrchin~ wit the • They have no 

experience as we h v · experienco wit· the r ali ties of da t d r twentieth 

century living. Their mind dreams so etimes beyond -- beyond what is feasible, 

. eyond w at is possible, bcyo1.1d vl at is ri ht. But we must help them o dream, 

and elp them to build. Thist t en, is our challenge, and I am sure that it is a 

challen e which we happily undertc:ke. For it is a challenge to be only one 

thing -- 011.-rs lves. Not econanist,s to the world, not militarists to the world, 

but. the B.dvocate of democracy to our world. 
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is confr p.t-eci with ival i~the ce 

~/' 
,, ,,,. 

of the Rus . an milit~...-c6nspiracy to gai~trol of' the wo~y force. 

Ther s no ct~-t'that our forei olicy at the r~e will be th 

ctetermin:n ,factor in~ c~nt inued existe~sovereign, 

n,ation. Anti-America sentiment • n Latin America is direc tl y related to 

the United States' failure to support and enco 1rage the establishment and 

maintenance of democracy. Latin Americans are bewildered by the American 

foreign policy. They see the United States strivin~ to establish democracy 

in distant lands, stteh as Japan, Germany) . Korea, while failing to support 

democracy in Latin America, where people are striving for participation in 

their national affairs. 

For mapy years the United States has recognized any dictator who 

mamged to seize a country in Latin America. I point out two examples --
~ ~ ~ 

Truijil~o and SomozaT who were supported by the administrati ns of 

Ji!i,,mkl i II fl. Roosevelt, H.r~ Truman, and no~5'Frosid.oat Eisenhower. 

Recognition of any government in Latin America imolies an r val, despite 

anything the United States De-rartrnent of State mi ht say, and no La tin 

American will ever be convinc-ed to the contrary. The United States 

should never recognize any eovernment in Latin America which obtains 

power by force of arms, without regard to whether the leader is a 

"dictator" or a "liberator." nnounce:nent should be made ~e world 

that the policy of 

will be recognized 

be observed wheth 

a _cha. ce to/4oose their ~overnrnent. 

The shameful sup ort to exist·ng dictators in Latin America should be 

withdrawn. No loans should be made to these dicta tors. All shipments of 

arms and amm nition from the United States should be halted. The ictators 

ho Jd be advised in a1 o en note, made u lie t the world, that the 

1: 
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Uni t.ed States l ') C>ks with disfavor on the disregard for human rights in 

their territories. This policy must be a i nta·ned regardless o. 

world political situations. It would increase United States ' pr ,stige 

ffl:tft tlu, pa/,i::-:,f Latin Americal,n/ E\'-i,¥>e tfiem confidence that their 

'_ig neighbor to the north ~ decided at la st to see to it that democracy 

came into being belo~ the Rio Grande. 

The highly touted "economic assi s tance" whi ch the . merican liberals 

state is the answer to Latin-Amer ican problems i s a dangerou~ policy. 

Loans and gifts have created hatred of t he United St~t~s in most of the 

countries of the world. The money is, almost invariably, drained off 

in graft by- the administtation in power. J.,atin-Ameri can countries need 

financial assistance i n developing their r esources. Tvrake no mistake 

about thato However, this assistance should be handled by an Inter­

American Development Bank 'in which all the co ntries are stockholders. 

·"" Loans should be gi:ven only on projects hich h ve bee!'l checked and verified 

by experts as to their cost , usefulness arrl suitability to the country 
/ ' 

in question. Control of the moneys Pnt on t ese pr ojects should be r etained 
/ 

# 

by the bank. There should be no gifts . 

The decision of the United States to s end arms and mi litary m·ssibns 

'N fa"bin 1AlRleRoaA OQ\Hltri&&r was an unfortunate one. The basic idea behind 

it was that these countries should l earn to defend themselves and to help 

the United -States in times of war. Al though excellent in theory, in 

practice it became one of the greates1hindrances to friendly relations 

with the people of ~atin America. These arms have been used again and 
/. (J 

again to oppress and enslave the peopleSof the countries that received 

them. The United States milita ry missions have inadvertently trained 

the armies r/avies and air forces of th ,se countries only to ight 

against their own people4, not a foreign enemy. Cuba and Venezuela 

are sad examples of the evil..Ssuch a 1olicy can produce. Army, navy and 
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air missions of the United States should be immedi ately withdrawn 

from Latin ArnPri ca. ef! icers of thr,se coa11tPiee vQuJd 'b& :is:alned lti ttie 

The United states shoul.. d 

realize t hat the Latin American countries will not at the present time 
. ) 

.,Li ~ ,,,wf..io,>v 
contribute troops to any warvDj_n whlch the United States may be involved. 

Perhaps, if the prmper policy were followed Latin Americans might one 

day consider any war in which the United Sta tes wasjinvolved • their war. 




