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THI SAYINGS a, THI MOTIIDtS 

Tba Te-.J.e 
May 8, 1960 

Rabbi Dint.el Jeray Silwr 
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, .. ,. ; ·becCllia creature• or hab,~1j~~-u ·~- PnloT18 doge, our :~•1>0n~. - con-
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•1 ·L.,' • ·Indeed, I s0111eti•• think '·tti&t our factory civilisation bas· borr.tiwd 
J' ; 

'.°the: te1'11l• ot maaa production and attempted to apply thaN to the parent-child 

!~{~tintUlhiJf. When - haw • child-· illllllediately consult :·the management 
•• 1' I n' , l f l • .,. ' ) 

,experts, the tira of Oeaell and --Spook, and they tell ua how •• are to establiah 

·tti•; production line vbich will t- ·the raw material, ~ baby, and transform 

thie rav material into the finished product, a competent, fine adult. We haYe 

our own tal'lll ot quality control, the v~ous diagnostic tests, the iritellJ.• 

eenae tests, the vocatianal teats which counsellers in the school systems give 
. . 

tar us. We attend executive ■anagement training courses sponsored by child 

'gttidanoe center• and parent-teacher· discussion groupa. We rece1Yti q,1arler1y 

,and semi-annual atate•nta -- reJ)art cards, ttwy•re cal.led - which ·enable ua 

to ·cheok up on the profit and loss, the move111ent and growth ot our child 
, . 
toward becoming the tiniahed product which we expect. 

And when there ia &Olltt breakdown in thi• system, vhen there are dis-
• ·.: ' 

oipline probleu or echool probletns or emotional proble■a we rush to the 

experts; we tinker with a pro09aM of discipline here af there, and we presume 

that all is well. And it it is .not, wll, the experts haTe an expertese of 

peychological j_..on which can always rationalize and explain any tailing, 

and the failure is alv.,.. ours, ·· the parent•• - never the philosophjes, never 
• ' • I 

the aystem, neTer the paychol017 which we presU11ed to be tollOYing. • • 

• • Professor Jacque• , the Terr capable critic of American lite, 
. . 

•. ,· \"' , ... . }· i .:. ~- •. i . , l ·, . .:· • •4d Tery suacinctl7 a tev weks ago that Alnerican parents are suttering fr• 
' ·~ ' ' ' . 
~ , ·, •/ '• ' . . \ 

ji~tere. Rav, parenthood ia always a tralllftatic experience. The Talnrud 

, the h<..artache or raising 

~&-•n·. There 1• no easy wa;y \:o.' ·raise a child. But I believe fimly that 

• in laerl~, beoauae w pre1ur11 • too much, because we presUD1e that our 

,,_:wi,.. • .-. 1nfta1teq plutio - ■el l eeble, that they are clq in the hand■ . . 
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parent-sculptors. Because we assume this we take upon ourselves an added 
' .• 

'responsibility, a respons_ibility we cannot di~'.~harge, a responsibility we 

·oannot discharge because Sod has not covenanted with any mother and father 

that if they invest so much time·, so MUch intolligence, so much tenderness in 

t,~eir child, their child will become a .fine adult. It simply ts not so. It 

is one of the vagaries -- the unfortunate vagaries -- or life which an adult 

must learn to accept. 

The apple does fall sometimes very fnr trCX'l the tree. 

We are standing here on Mothers' nay. The relatinnship or a mother to 

a child is of the most intimate ot· natures, intimate more than that or the 

tather to the child. Why so? Largely because a mother is with the child 

trom waking into sleep. A mother understands inatincti vely, through her 

~timate experience in relationship, the emotional subtleties of her child, 

her child's uniqueness, his personality, that which makes him dif~erent from 

~Tery other child, the reason that 'all the generalizatims ot pedagot;Ues and 

psychologists rail in the immediate instance of raising her child. And knonng ,. 
;;- ', 

\his, she tailors, she chooses, she' adapts the paychology, philosophy, the 

religion of her day tor the be~fit- of her child. 

• Recently, an Aukland, Rew Ze~and newspaper polled a series of mothers 

as to their teachings, their experience in child raising. How are we to 

train our children to steer past the dangers of this day? -- this was the 

question. And the best answer, the answer or every good mothers We must not 

-sttirr their ears with the wad ot our convictions nor tie them to the masts ot 

~ur principles. Each child's soul is a thing apart and must realize 1 tself. 

~o f~c~ it into certain channels, howeTer o-ood, ie to impoverish it and to 

impede its growth. It is ours to teach it to be strong, tn choose the best. 

• ' tt· ie ours ta advise, to warn, to 'guide, and to encourage. We cannot expect 
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to hand 0own our acoumul t d worldly wisdom and to have it acce ed b our 
,. 

young peo le wlt.hout question or without test. We must not stuff their ears 
{ : 

w:l. t;h the wads of our convictions. 

A rat am Lincoln's moth r w:s an indifferent mother. His f ther was 

t ,perRm ntal and autocr tic. T "' td not follow any of he tr ed and true 

philos. _ies of child rearing. 

A ~ oung mother crune to me recentl -nd complained th she ~ .ad f llowed 

ever me.rim of he book -- and b., the ook she meant some family lif manual, 

not the Bible -- she had followed every maxim of the book, ad hr child was 

still sue king his thumb and havin,:~ n:t htmares in his sleep. And each ft:~nd 

every one of us, my friends, Itnou of conscientious, ~ood, inte11· t parents, 

loving parents, dedicated . arents, wh have had children who have exhibited 

none of their fine qualities of c r ccter. 

This eing so, let us at least relax in our arenthood. Let. us a.t least 

cease to have the jitters, to gor0 e ourselves on that plethor of advice and 

counsel which streams into every newspaper -nd magazine, telling s exactly 

the right way to raise our child. In raising a child the important thing is -
not amassin0 knowledge about child psychology but in amassin knowled e about 

zour child, his personality,~ needs, his sensitivities, hia tale ts and his 

limitations. Perhaps I can illustrate this truth in another way. We read 

together this morning from the"~ ines of the Fathers", that wonderful book ot 

good advice, that anthology of rab inic wisdom which is contained in our 

Mishna.h. A teacher was reading in one of our classes the "Sayin~ of the 

Fathers", and she commented on the compactness of the work -- so much in six 

slender chapters, so much wisdom, so much lmowledge, ands much in. 1 ht. And 

from the back of the room, the epic rus, the inevitable skeptic and cvnic in 

every class, piped up, "You lmow, I et if t e ever collect d he sayings or 

the mothers the printing presses would still be running." 
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I cannot deny t n.t ur wom n are vol ubl e , and someti mes rrulous , ut a 

strange f ct ner ,es i f we search out our tradition. Loo k t hr oueh our BibleJ 

l o k throu,?h your Talmud nd . our i drash nd your mus ar 1 • t ,rat u e , the . reat 

et ic .u. l iteratur e of t e Mi dle aes an excise fr om it 11 t c., , . • dactic 

11 terature, A-11 the advice on peda,. '.O _ child rearin . a . ribute to mothers, 

and ou wi l l n t be a le to f i ll s i n l e chapt ~r equal i n 1 ngt o ne 

chapter f t "Sayi ne;s ft e F t her " · 

I ndae , I searched out our Btbl e , an I found onl nine ver es of its 

man , te s of thousands , deal ing ven i ndirectly with a mother' s . eart t heart 

talk wi t h her child, the arched eyebrow and the point ed finger of gui.lt . 

These nine verses emer ge i n the l nst chapter of the Book of Proverbs . T ey 

are attributed t o the mother of a certai n Kin~ Lemuel, who is ot erwise 

unknown to us. A tradition has it that King Lemuel i s none other ,h•· n Kin 
. 

Solomon, th~t t he mother here i s Bat hshe a, an . t hat ·t he occHsi n f or th · o 

mother' s le·~:t,ure on dereliction and o~ duty is thisi 
' 

Solomon m r r i d, r at her 

late i n his life , the beautiful da.ucr,hter of the Egyptian Pharao • He br ought 

her t o Jeru al em, and after the wedding festivities he spent t he ni ght in 

carousal and merriment, and as might be expected, not unnat urally, he slept 

long t he next morning. There was' only one difficulty -- i n th e earl , 

primit,ive days the only key to t he' s anct uary in which the ornine sacrifices 
• > 

( ' J. • 

iand the morning prayers were of ferred ·hung i n the bedchamb r of t he king, and 

non·e was willing to rouse the king from his sleep on this, his wedding night. 

_And so that day the sacrifices went unofferned and the prayers were not 

celeb,rated. It became a matter then of pullic scandal, this alee-ping late ot 
, 

the king, and his mother, as mothers will, not wasti ng the 'opportunity, 

hastened to his side with these words of advice: 



0 my son, ive not t hy stren t h unto women, 
Nor thy ways to th t which de tr yet h kingw. 
It i s not f or kings t o drink wine: 
Nor for princes to sayc 'Where is stron .,, drink? ' 
Lt st they drink, and for et t h t which is decreed, 
And pervert the Justice due any petitioner. 
Leave strong drink for him t hat is mortally 111, 
Leave wine for the bi tter of soul; 
Let t hem dr:i.nk, let t horn f or g ,t their misery 
And remember their poverty no more . 
Rather, 0 kin , open t h t . f or t he dumb, 
In the cause of all sue as are appointed to d s truct:o . 
Open thy mouth, jud e righ , C" l , 
Plead the cause of the pocr and t e noedy. 

- 6 -

Now you will find i n our Bi bl e, my fr iends, many nobl e women, w 1 n of 

great virt ue, women of gr eat cour age , women of pr of ound, s lfless love , a 

Miriam devoting her days to the r otect i on of t he infant Moses , ~ Hanna 

pouring oyt in song her grat itude f or her infant son, a D.9borah encour ing 

·the weak-hearted men of her day to f ight again~t the venging enemy, a. Rut h 

speaking perhaps the greatest words of love and loyalty spoke i n all 

;literature. You will find great women, women of valor, in ur Bibl e . But 

you will not find that these women felt it necessary to set d 1rn1 t 1 j r 

techniques of child raising, their philosophies of child pedagogy and child 
, 

development. 

Why so? Is it that the status. of women was so low i n those pri mitive 

iµ-ies that no one bothered to listen to t hem. Not so. In th beginni ng of 

the Book of Proverbs we read t hat the wise son fs · ctv · s d by i s f at her to 

heed his instruction, but to give ear equally to the teachings of his m_other, 

"for. these are a chaplet of grace around his head and a pendant of beauty 

.around his neck". Is it that the women of those days were i nf erior oeople, 

1tpat they spoke nonsense not worth listening to? Again in t he poem of the 

~anan of valor we read that "she . opens her mouth with wisdom; the law of 

.kindness is alwqs on her tongue•" Our mothers -- t h; . 1others f Israel were, 
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as our con temp or ry others, wo , en of intelli once, wome r ins· ht, w men 

who knew how to raise sons and r aise dau ~tcrs. 

I suspect that the sile ce ft e mot ers i..., due t . nrof nnd nwi ht, 

to understandin . . The woman knew er son. She was aware of he t, tal person-

ality of her daughter. Sh sensed every em tion'1 reacti n her jld. She 

knew her child's limitations and i ca aciti s. Shes ok to ch..i.ld -- to 

the child directly, and what sh sp .k was intim te, in im el r lated to the 
" 

inner secrets of the child's life. H~r words were treasured 
Cl 

her sons 

and by her daughters, but they wer never intended to be enerc. l __ 

standards as to how to raise a child. A f ther must et dolm w . r s. The press 

or business, the necessity f earning a living forces us ou f t . ouse 

':,d11rin·g most of the waking hours ·or o:IJr· children. 
~ I 

Our hopes, our standards, 

\,ur experierice can be communicated t. them only thr uo-h the medium of words -­

the he.~t lo heart talk, the et .,:teal will, the letter. But n:ot so' with the 

·mother. A m'nn may have the highest 's t andards of probity i h.is busin · s·s, but 
i'~ 

;ti-fsi'•son will not see his father ·in h-1.s. business relationships. B'ut ··a ts.on will 

see his mother -- all of her housewifely beauty -- for they are toget ' er, they 
'.. • :• I • ;• :)_. 1 .: • .',,. _.i/-. ), /: 

are one.· A mother teaches charft,y when she is great-hearted to all those in 

her house. ... A mother teaches 1 v1/\by rp. ving love. 
r 

A mother teaches gentleness 
·i; .. ,· . 
v·//"' 

by the· ·quality of her speech. f,. mother teaches understanding ·by· ·th.ei clearness 
. . 
.;or · her sight • . A mother teaches self-discipline by the manner in ·wh· ch :she 

' 
!conducts herself. A mother teaches by example, directly, :f.rnmediately, .. etfec-

• ti vely. ·And more than this -- a· mother knows what must be tau ht to t 'he 
~ • 

:child, ·becRuse a mother knows her child. 

There· is an old Yid.dish proverb to the effect that there is no good 
" . . 

"9·ath ·and no bad mother, and it ·we except those vcmen who bear children but ~o 
. 
. • mother them, I think idld there is a great deal of trut in this proverb, 



beca se the 1other, knowing her child, knows better th 

the or e w t t a chil needo -- to e ushed, to left lon; o 

a1·scipl :i.n .. d str·ctl y , o e iv . i.: tTeat deal f f r edom nd res. n 
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to ... .1 ntile fr .quentl y , or ,o e llow .d o __,o 1 is 01m Wr. • t . c o os d t o 

all the ,1 t al opportun ... t • es nf l if- , or o bA all wed t o s:.,t ovm p c 

of gr u. and f l earn1.ng . Some c. : l dr n nu t. e pushed , o .er I unt not. 

So e c ild.ten must e h -n l ed , o., ers, st n t . S me childre nve er-eat 

gifts, quc. l itie of , nius w i ch mus he develop· , and other .. do n t. And 

this t e mother uniquel kn ws. T ·.s t 

develop i t ... c c ild •. • 
... 

m ther i~ uni uel.. ualified to 

Sil .• ce of t e mothers is born f profound wisdom, anti if we r verse 

is An~ 1 ook to t he in bili ty of th od r n mot . r often ... o tru t her own 

common se e, t e need f or te moder mother to write article after article and 

book after book on how she raises er children and how others should ra.ise 

their children, perhaps we can u.nderst.a.nd this need by understandin . 1 our a e. 

For technoloeY, the autclttobile, labor saving devices,. prosper1.ty have broken 

the age old quarantine which immobilized the woman in her home. T m dern 

woman is a free a.gent; not so her grandmother or her great-grandmother. She 

determines hmt' tter time is to be allocated, whether she will w rk outside the 

home, how much of civic activity she will engage in outside .the home, what 
. . 

social acti~itias will be hers outside the home..' And many modern mothers no 

longer know their children. The r no longer have this intimate relationship 

whicli a_llows them to sense, to know the uniqueness of their child, because you 

cannot accept when your child .is young every bridge, luncheon, and afternoon 

'tea, every golf date, every bowling league matdh, and be vi.th your child when 

your child needs you and know your child as your child needs to be known. 

No one would put our mothers back into their homes. But the pathetic 

urgency with which our mothers are turning to the child experts for guidance 
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testifies, it seems to me , too 1 on truth, the trut th t t Ae no longer 

know their c ildren. They are no lo r one with them. And c ildren 

will grow up to be fine adults des ite neglect, u many ch ldr n ave not 

the emotional balance instincti e . t em. 

e gr \-lS into a competent., adult , rill ~o :li lone, an . nll ot return 

l ve f or lo e not .,i~en, time fr i e nots et. 

If t _ere is ~n seer t o t ra sin of ildren it is tie, not 

technique. It i Jatience, not c . 1 f!:i". It is knowin . ur hild, not 

knowine ,·11 t h~ t the world knows a t child ps chology and child dev lopment. 

It is beine a mother, not an expert. It is being the mother, father of our 

child. 

Where there is love anti whf're there is dev·otion, where there is POod 

.sense and where there is sensitivit there is a _ood parent. ~ever 1 decades 

ago there was a very popular Anne ian ppUos pher and poet, Kahlil Gi ran, who 

said much of what I have been trying to say this morning: 

Y ur children are not your children. 
They are the sons and daughters ,of Lif' s 1 _,ngin 0 for itself. 
They come through you but not from you, 
And though they are with you yet they belong not to you. 

You may give them your love but not your thou6 hts, 
For they have their own thoughts. 
You may house their bodies but not their souls, 
Por their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot 

visit, not even in your dreams. 
You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like y.ou. 
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 

• I 

You are the bows from vhioh your children as living arrows are 
sent forth. 

The Archer sees the mark upon the path ot the infinite, and He bends 
you with His might that Hi.s arrows may go swift and far. 

Let your bending in the Archer's hand be tar gladness; 
Ewn as He loves the ar . tllat flies, so He loves also the 

bow that is stable. 



- 10 -

Be a stable bow to your children. Invest your time and your good sense 

in them. Bo natural, not studied, toward them. Understand them -- their 

needs, the·r personalities, and thei.r hopes. For in such understanding lies 

the secret of being a good parent, the secret of the fulfillmont of the hopes 

and prayers that on such a day ns this each of us carries deep in his own 

heart. 

Amen. 



-a--~~w~h~o~~held a babe against her bosom said, Speak t o us of cni 

ARd he seieb 

Your children are not your children. 

They are the sons and daughters o~ Life's longing for itself. 

They come through you but not from you, 

And though they are with yo yet they "belong not to you. 

You may give them your love but not your thouo-hts, 

For they have their own thoughts. 

You may honse their bodies but not t heir souls, 

For their S(')uls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 1hich yo 1J cannot vi ~i t, l Ot 

even in your dreams. 

You may strive to be like th ,:.m, but seek not to ma 1 e them like you. 

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 

You are the b~ws from which your children as livi ng arrows are sent forth. 

The Archer sees the mark upon the path of the i nfini te, and He bends yoL with 

His might that His arrows may go swift and f ar. 

Let your bending in the Archer's hand be for gladness; 

i'a even as he loves the arrows that .flies, 

so He loves also the bow that is stable. 

C. 



Proverbs 

31 
Wha-t--,-my son«r and wha t, s on 

of my-womb7 

And what, 0 son of my vow-s? 
, l 

Gi strengt h unto 

aomen, 

Nor they ways to that which de­

stroyeth kings . 

r't is not f'ot kinaa, 0 Lemttel, Jt i.s 

not for kings t o drink wine: 

Nor for princes to say: ' ~ ere is 

strong drink?' 

Lest they drink, and for ~et that 

which is decreed, 

And pervert the justice due~ any 

t~at ii 2ffJictQd. 

¼e ~ trong drink ~ him that is . 

read¥ ~e pcrieh, 
t~ -1---r 

ARd wine ~the bitter M\ 

soul; 

Let~ drink, '&R<t f 

And remembe .. 
I 

more. . 
R~, o. ·i1 

Open thfy mduth for the dumb, 

In the cause of all such as are appointed to destructi on. 

Open thV mouth, jud~e righteously, 

~ _. plead the cause of the poor and
1 

needy. 



"How are we to train our children to steer past all the dangers of their hour? 

We must not stu ff their ears with the wads of our convictions, nor tie them to the 

masts of our principles--each child's soul is a thing apart and must realize i tsel f. 

To force it into certain channels, however good, is to impoverish i t at least and 

to impede its growth. It is ours t o teach it to be strong, to choose the best. It 

is ours to advise, to warn, to guide and encourage . We cannot ex ect to hand on our 

accumulated wor~aly wisdom· and have it accepted by our young people withe t question 

or test." 
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