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Rabbi ·•,•j~ ). /erea;r SilYer 
) ~:,.:~1') 

Every- holiday bu an •••• The eneay of Yom lippur is pride. ,. Row, ~t 
. , 

:: bu pride to do with tho•• ■■gn.1.tioent, wall written prayers of our litur17, ar 
.. . . . : ,. 
t • 

J;_.1 • 

1 with. ~•t• ablaf of magnificent minor-ka;yed melody which we have heard, or with 
' • f, • ' 

the. nte. ot tasting? Si11pl7 th11 -- these prqers have no meaning unless they 
. . '• 

" • , . 
. .-e ~ . pr.9era, unleas they upren that which is deep within. And ~the muaic . ' 



.. i' 

alla..d to enter the cathedral .tor ~• ocrcnation there vas on• ritual which he 
~ ~~':-_..o;.~' .• •• I 

/' W., .ptrt,roe allipd to undertalll~ • .• ._ he and bia oortage approached the gates 
• , . i, I • 

-.d_. ~ha iron 1atea looked to them, and the Blllperor was .obUi9d._ to go 

. betCN the ·1•te• and pull at the door latch to 8WllllOD the canon attendant and to 

.. _Gr7 out, •I, I the Emperor Pram. Joaeph ot all Auatria-Bungary, demand admittance.• 
~\• ~ ~ - ' ,.·. 
➔• 

•• The penon vu to rep~, "We d() :not know the Emperor of all . Austria-Hungary. Who 
. . , . 

ie it who. desires adldttanoe,. And again the Emperor pulled at the· latch, and 
,. 

j(•-ain; ~ - "• obliged to aall ou~, ."I, rranz Joseph, I demand admitt~.• And 
' ,-1 • • • i'· -· •. /' .- ·., }r 

-~- .. , -~: ~ .• ~ • "-," • t t, "!!" :·, i!~·-· ~ ' t 

f -Jl caae the aoswerj "We do ~ -Jm;~ Franz Joseph. Who is it who ~aanda 
, J, ~ •. "q 1 ' ._,,.:t ., ... >- ·~ 1<;.•t,.i.': -'.,. 

•' ~~t~~. A -third time the ·-E~;~F pulled at the cord . --~ cried o~t, but tbi• 
': :. :;:· ;· .• ;• ~. '.: . '· ;: ;.. ,,, .\ ;. :_ .•· .;, • :, 

, ti.a .. b:ta VQ'rda wre of a ditterent_ ·~911e, "I, I, a sinner, _. request ~ .ittanoe. 11 
.' ~- ,• •. ~- ~ ' • ,j_ '·;'.' • t 

' . ' ' ~ . /~•. ~ -~ , -· ,, . . .. ~ ' '{' • >. ;<• ·, ·;;· 

. ~~ .:an~,:. "Enter, sinner. Th_~ ::;.~ - lmown to us." The purpose of •• ritual 
t • ;, ·, •: :·_ ~ • ;r J ,• • ,: ~ i ;~;;, j:\t :i ' • \ . •, \ I~ 

~1J•: sttlf-e~.dent. Here was a m"-P.;~~ *hom the power of life and de•t~ over some 
/ ·, • /-" ":~· .;/: '£ ·: .' :·· .: ,}' ~-.. _;\:-:;,- _/;~ ;t . ~ . \, 

< •~rt·: .Sl:11 ... • ·ot subject• vu to· .• l>Jl'. ·invested that very aorn:l.ng.. The ,future of 
'i' :-,· ·.•. );•,t\i:{.~: };~ ;.·,,~. '.·'./ ,' • •. - . ;•, , .. ,· J 
r bl.• ·: pa:f.ll}a'\ would rest entirely _uptill~ ~• shoulders, and onlt a man .wh~JJas con-
t . { ~ •. .. ~ - ; ' ·, ~: . \.· •. ~ : ,_· ';_ • , .. ',· • ~ · ' ~ 1:· i'. 

. •. ; .. -,s.1~:_fJt -~• lillitatiODB, ot ~ ,t . . ff~ltiee, ot his folly,_ vho vas v:l)J.ing to 
• . ~Jr.:~.:.; ~ • = ~if{if::k{} . , .... . : _1 ·-:;3 

• F)l{'.11te1c1. ~ ,to reum and to ad-:~ only auch a aan could_ .. -1.u,dge and ~ireot the 
', -~ ·:: ;' :'.. { ·:: ; .: ... ~ ·;. :!)j•;::-:/ ;.·~: ,;; ·.; • • • • . . j 

j;Jdntplc:m.· ~;t~ cmpueion and with, ~ .07 and with understanding .•. : . ~e,. r,i(te vas 
• .. • .. ; ~;r>1 ~-;'./ft i·::.·! :·.: / i, r \ •.. ;- , • ... . '.· • 
*- ~,:-•~~•-· _ .. , ,,·1111111&■ underatandab~:, ._ arad it vu well and beautitull7:. ~~~ceived. 
F • ,. ' -~ . ' . . ,. ?- --~ .t,/ ,i· /,\., ' I ;' _: '. '. ,•· -~ '; 

~:,~,:. ),-9~ ~era in what apirit ~~ ;'.·'.--rar designate spoke these •~~"• Did he 
f:fJ :/ ·{ ' :, · , :~,j~_;(J i'. i::'.{ • :, l , • i ;i 

:· ;r~~~ ~hinJc ot himNlt, that ~ .&, ot his glory as a ~innert Wh~~- the 
: ) .it L? .'. i •. . •· . ·· .;-. : ; .. • : r ~ l,, 1.- :0 •': ~ {~ 

frts~e\~
1 

.a,t.,,. Jienna rang -vith hil: ~PN.1~• oould he have the ... ;; .,/
1 

~ ". ,,:;.; -~ ·.J.isten to 
: ' / .:, .. ; ); ·:\ :;; ~- ~ ... ',; . • . '. ;. 'i- ~i .,, _.' ' : •.• • ~ ... :: .t;t;j 
f:~~~"-''.ift.\hl~'' ~aal.l Yoice vi thin ~~·.•. •Thou art but a ·man, ~o ~•· .. : ;~ough 
f • • t ;, 'r,' ~~• •' •.~ ~ ,;: 1~ ~:\·)• -J .f., IJ,.·}: .. ;~ t , • • l \\ : 

1

): 

S; ~ " ~-• ·king, thou art ■ortal. ~f.'11-~~ thou be Emperor thou are. ~ ,~f error, 
t·":~ • ·:.· .~ - \ :.·.1 ·~-~·r~-- t /i ,1 • , ¥ ": ', /, .,. -~-,• ,._. • ~~ -.~. i,;~ 1 · ,. 4:·· ,_ .. 

:_· ~~fl~,~•: .. '". Indeed, if one pici., ·~ --~• chapter book ot the' oano~ .otr ,;the 
~:,t ,;_} ~::, ,:· {• .•, ;.•:.? ~/• . :,.; .. ; ·; • '·, • .:, : I .' •.• /,; 

--~•~~'..:~ St. Stephen one vU.l ~¥, appoa.te the dea~cn ot ~ ot the 
:• • • "1 i•: ~~- ~ ~• 4!:';,~ •• .f • ·/ !• ll 'i •. ,\ • ... ~ •:, 1 

r car~aticna,-· ot an lliperor the■e w-- b7 a piou prelates "Would tha~ the heart 
(: <-,•' < . :. . './:, _-::_, ·:;·(; . . ; 
,~ ,tu~ llhioh the wth bat~-•• " • 
. I• 
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Many of us, I am afraid, undertake the Yom Kippur in much the spirit in 

which the Emperors of Austria muDt hav0 undertaken thi perf 111 ': J. r. 1 -· te . :'1un 

we are full of the surge of youth, nushed with success, ~3urrounded by friends 

who are full of respect, when the world paints a most glamorous portrait of us 

we ha'l'O no patience, no patience indeed, with a ore oarcfull ,, delin ted 
oJ 

picture which saows the wrinkles of age, the sago of weakaes~, the lines of 

ineffectuality. We want to be told that we are beyond the ordinar , somethin 

more than the average, when we are full of ride. Je are e 1Ycy of h1unili ty, 

empty of thrtt contrition which enables ud to s e that this litanv of success 

speaks of us, of our failings, of otu· comµro 1isec, and of' our faults. The 

pompous egocentric must always remain a spectator at his oim Yom Kippur-. For 

surely the confession speaks of :Jo eone else. It is nobly intended, but it 

speaks not of his life. His life is of total~ other proportion. 

Pride is the enemy of Yem Kip?ur, and equally, prido is thee e. of faith. 

An eighteenth century Hasid was once asked by his disciple where God wells. He 

might have answered, "God dwells everywhere, f' or God dwells in the beautJ- of 

nature, for God dwells in the history of human progress, for God dwells in the. 

spark of divinity that is in every man." But his answer was otherwise: "God 

dwells wherever man lets Him in.n And there is truth to this answer, for we 

come to belief not solely or even primarily through the lo~ic of a philosopher, 

through premise and conclusion. We come to belief and faith by confronting the 

illimitable expanse of the universe, the mystery of life, the miracle of love, by 

confronting the fact that we are mortal, small, and that our universe is large, 

that our power j_s limited, that we are surrounded by unlimited power, tha.t our 

talents are God-given, given by Someone beyond ourselves. ie live in a world or 

wonder, and when we stand in fascination ann awe before that world, then faith 

moves within us. The awe, fascination, and w, nder are the seeds of faith. 

God dwells wherever man lets Him in and the man who is full of hin elf has 
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no roan for God. One man looks at his ran ily and he s aye, "How fortunate I run. 

How fortunate I am to be surrounded by such love.• And hem ditates n the 

miracle of love and on the mystery of life and instinctively, directly he comes 

to God. A other man looks at his family and he says, "How fortunate they are. 

How fortunate they are that I run their protect or and provider." And his s~c-■gkt 

thoughts de cribe a narrow circle of which he is hub and center and they can 

never extend eyond that circl • H con.fnonts in life only himself, he begins 

and ends with himself. One man looks at his talents and blesses God for those 

talent .• H l o ks ( t hi station and he blesses the training of his parents, 

the understanding of teachers, the healing of physicians, unnamed strangers who 

brought, in uo b in, by their s ~crifice the fre dom and the prosperity and the 

social oroer which le en j s. , no ·h r , c l ooks a_ t talents and prides him-

self upon hav·.n , disciplin d the ~a tal .nt s . o look~ at his station and he 

prides h • self on bein ~ lf- ade, '' All tr ~ I have, all that I am I achieged 

for myoelf." His t oughts begin' and end w· t h himself. told of the 

British Prime Minister Disraeli th t the thing of which he was most proud in 

life was that he was a self-made man, and the critics of his character added, 

that he worshipped his maker. When we are filled with self-adulation we have 

no inclina-t,ion to bow before God and praise Him for the world. When we are full 

of our8elves we are empty of God, for we can see only our handiwork, our achieve-
glories 

• rnent, our 0 lory. The far vaster/ achievements of God pale into insi6l'}ificence 1n 

the background -- we have no ey s for to see them. And we do not see them. We 

are amazed and we womer only at our sel~es, indeed the pride has beco e the 

dominant element of our personality and we raise ourselves on a pedest al and 

cry out of our own divinity. 

I think this observation, t ct pride is the enemy of faith~ ould help us 

understand much of the dimension of faith in our own day. Social critics and 

social historians have pointed t o .h fact that our faith is ye n lar e {and 
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I am speaking broadly x aw of ,, the faith of this generation) that our faith is, by 

and large, lukewarm, tepid, uncertain and unsure. We affiliate reachinglyJ we 

congregc e at.tenti vely; ~-e listen respectfully; we believe by and lar e th t 

faith is o d thin and ue send ur childr n to schools to learn faith. But 

sonehow in our own l i ves many of u. C<nnot nl r f t a secure faith, a strong, 

fait, n faith which ·1ves us ower and comfort, cour~pe . And why so? 

Uh s? i ... our fsi.th lukewarm and uncertain-Z Are we militantly atheistic? 

N , ce:r·tainl 1 h, • is not the dime ion f our \;.ge . This s an a e f religious 

ro iv 1. Pre \e ·nd~ff_erent to faith? No, ·1f we were indifferent to faith we 

would not join the -communions and the churches and the synagogues. And we do 

join. Why, t he , are re certa:L. ·n our f . • th? The usual answer has been that 

the co tent of our modern learni 6 has undermined and sapped the foundations of 

faith . As we all know, there has en a revolution of learning in the last one 

hundred years. Almost all the old axioms of the sciences of physics and or 

biolo , of philosopey, psycholo have been perforce discarded and replaced by 

new discoveries, and it is daid that these new discoveries undermine all that 

was once sacred and belief. Well, I do not believe so. Faith, belief in God is 

no mo e creditable or disproven today than in any century heretofore. Indeed, 

the ship of faith sails on as serenely in the sea of modern knowledge as it did 

i n an ancient ocean of wisdom. Now, it is true that the modern science baa 

scraped from the keel of our ship of fai_th many a barnacle of superstition. It 

is no longer possible for men to believe that Adam was ere ted on the sixth day, 

.-specially, or that there was a flood which covered the world for forty days and 

fort nights, or that God has invested in 8Jl7 one communion or church infallible 

1mowledge in matters which are specific and which are spiritual and which are 

philosophic. Biology and physics and history teach us otherwise. But the 

ancients, the more brilliant of them, knew long ago that much that we now chal

lenge in the name or science was only myth legend, morality myth, not intended 

as science, as literally true, but intended to teach the auditor a lesson of l f. 
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Where does faith begin? Faith begins with wonder, and is our world any 

less full of wonder? Indeed, those who work at the outposts of knowledge, who 

approach the unknown, who search with their tiny flashlights to br"n light into 

those dnrk recesses, these are the men u o e men of faith today. These are the 

men who sense the freshness and th fore of tlc worl without , the world over 

which we h ve no control, h world YJ..thln which we live, the world whose 

djmensions defy description, the world of God, whose glory we can hardly describe 

ev·en i 1 measure f a broken fra~srnent. No, it is not the content of our modern 

knowledge which has widermined the substance of our faith. We have perforce 

reformed some of the orthodoxies, but faith remains strong and secure. 

What, then, has happened? For surely our faith is wicertain. I think 

this is )h· answer. Man looks toduy at t heaven. An for whet does he look? 

The silver trail of satellite or echo, coursing round our world. Man looks at 

his world. For what does he look? Yor. hi~h, towering cities, for giant industry, 

for bridges spanning the wide rivers. Wl"t:rcver man looks he looks • :toti• evidence 

of his own handiwork. For we are a pro· ... d uge, and we have reason to be proud. 

No age heretofore hes achieved as greatly in engineering, technological terms. 

We re proud of . ur accomplisl'Jnents. But our acconplishments have caused us to 

loose perspective. Look to the heavens and see who has created these -- this is 

an age-old question. But what heavens are we looking at? The limited heavens 

surrounded by the satellites and sputniks? or the heaven which is infinitely 

expanding, which is surrounded and contained only in God? And what are you 

looking tor on the earth? The harmony of sky and soil and sea and air which 

creates life and permits life, the beauty of the landscape, or evidence of the 

tev drirts upon drifts which man ir few thousand years has been able to build 

upon this landscape. You must sec both, but you must see both in perspective. 

You must see not only our human handiwork but the background of all of our human 

activity as the handiwork of God. And once our generat·on sees and recognizes 

this, then I firmly believe ours will be a generation of certain faith. For 
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pride is the enemy of God, whether it be the pride oft.he individual or the 

pr:i.de of the race, only a race or an individual humble enough to see himself in 

true perspective cin com to God, accept God, and live by His l aw. 

Pride is the enemy of Yom Kippur -- prid i s the enemy of God -- pride is 

the enemy of man. Pride destroys lov . n- , • i 1 ve but a haring of life's 

b.eauty? • What does a belov d say? "My ilo ed i s min an l am mv beloved's•" <, 

Bu what d es the prideful man say? "Love is a conquest. Love is a domination. 

M bel ved • min • n But ho ca 1 never say, "I a nzy belo red' s ." Love is a 

rejoicing • n m1other's beauty. What does the prideful man rejoice in? Truly in 

the beauty of his beloved, but why? Because she is b ~autiful, or because he can 

dangle her beauty before his friends? ~ o, pride is t he enem of love because 

pr· de destr . s sensi ti vi ty, our a ili ty t o uhar , and 1 ave can not long survive 

whon men and women lack the c•acity t o share life's beauties. Pride is the 

enemy of friendship. How lon _ can you sust ain friendship with however brilliant 

and witty a man if that man only asks our audience and your attention to 

gratif his own vanity? You are @l obj(. ct to him though he is a man to you. He 

wans your applause, your ·ppro ation. He will not listen o ,_ our criticism, 

nor to y0ur reason. He waits you for selfish reasons, and once you cease to 

rfltif,., his whim he will pass you over r or some one who lmows better how to 

),,rflJ1tter and how to ratify his will. Pride destr ~s love, pride destroys 

fl-iendship, and pride destroys c mpassion. Compassion -- those tender shoots 

wr ich go o t from us and permit us to relate to all in the world about us. Ot 

wh tis c mpassion born? Of our wn recognition that wear frail, th t we have 

moments of folly, that there but by the grace ot God go I. That is compassion, 

and when we see another falter along the way ot lite, instinctively we hold out 

a supporting arm, we are eager to tender our support. But what now of the 

prideful man? He cannot say, "There but by tho grace of Goo go I", because he 

does not believe it. He has overcane his -weaknesses, he has disciplined his • 
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talents, he has sen to overcoming the finnncinl and eMotional insecurities of 

lif' e. Why cannot u? Why must he have pathy with human veakne~ 1 he asks. 

He has not known the overturn of an eco orr 1 tho tumult of war over which no 

individual man can h ve control. He walk alone in pride s if he is a god. As 

you remnmber from rour stories of the Greek p-od::i , t. ey are not rone to be com

passio1Rte of en. 

Pr:ide e·t,oys , an ride des ro s friends P, an ride destroys tOV, . 

C - p s ion, a~ely ri e destroys ... l h. self. Fo ,1hat is life? Is 
UtG 

lif . oroad . • g~-way, ooth d easy? ~~· 
• s a. dangerous at alon a narrow 

precipice. Yavm g on bot sides of life are d ath, disease, suffering, financial 

r verses and l s , m ex ect d inval • ic • I n life we need supp rt. We need to 

be t1ed m~ y r ope t family and friend, o t} t if we slip others will 

shore us up and ull us t d~ safety. The man f )ride walks alone.. One y ne he 

cuts the ropes w ich bind him to is fellow me, an when an ill wind blows 

t lirou: h his life and he trips there is n ne to pick him up. He fn.11s fin lly 

1own into th abyss fr001 which the:;:•c is no return. 

Pride ·_s t e enemy f man and if.ride is the enemy· of God. What are the · 

enemies of pride? Well, self-respect is the enemy of ride. Self-respect and 

pricte are the two opposite d of a single strand of emoti n. Pr· e boasts; self-

respect is delj.berate in jud ent. Pride strutu; self-r spect alks modestly and 

humbl • Pride is th , center of a 11arrow world of is own cr~: .. tion and he oannot 

see beyond this world of his own iMagination; self-respect is the one of two and 

1t halt billion ci tiz,ens of this world, he is a part of God's uni verse, he fails 

to see that he is the god of any universe. The man of self-respect contemns 

vanity in another, and he Yorks dili ;)ently to exterpate and to root it out trom 

himself. The man of self-respect wc. lks with dignity and without his head held 

high in the air. Be walks conscious of his t lents, but without presuming th t 

his talents are or his own creation or that t y are of an higher qegree th n 

those of m:iny in the wrld about him. Tho man of dignity is consoi us of his 
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responsi ilities. The man of pride is conscious ooly o. his rosponsibilit to 

himself. 

d the enemy of pride 13 Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur can be likened to a reat 

syr.iphony. Like any great symphony it has rn ny moods and many movements of one 

central theme that occurs and reoccnrs. An<l wh t is that theme? "For we are not 

so ... rosumptuous and stiffnecked as t sa before Thee that w are wholly righteous 

and hav not sin ed, but verily we have si nned; we have sinned, we have trans

gressed, we have done perversely." Th theme of Ynm Kippur is man's limitations, 

man's urnani y, his mortality, his fr ilty, that one of us is as erfect or as 

,ood as we res me ourselves to be, th t all of us in the course of my ear fail, 

and make mi taker, cormiit errors, commit sins, that all of us might be a better 

human being than we aro at this h ur • thl.. nc. is destructive of pride, is it not? 

For what is pride but a sealing off o the soul fr m c iticism -- self criticism 

or the criticism of another? Ps cholo 
t. 

has ,. ascribed t s the i tricat defense 

mechanisms by which we cro~te a z0ne of silence out oilr of person-

ality. We refuse to admit truth to be truth when it is a truth we do not 'sh to 

hear. 

Through this long day of prayer, can we help but hear the truth? "For we 

are not so presumptuous nor stiffnech.-ed as to say before Thee that we are wholly 

righteous, that we have not sinned, for v rily we have sinned, we have trans

gressed, we have done perversely." 

Amen 
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