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school must not only be a classroom for teaching but a classroom of
demoeracy, that the schools must follow an open door policy, and that the
high barriers of smegregation established in the South and the conventional
gerrymandered barriers of segregation established in the North must
disappear, that the American public school become agsin a place where people
of all races, economic classes, oreeds, and the like can rub shoulders and
forget and forgive the prejudices of their parents and of their ancestral
groups.

The growing sophistication of our socliety is then reflected in the
growing sophistication of our publie schools, and this is as it should be,
for none of us would wish our young people to be taught just what we know,
Our world is already the world of the preximate past; the children must be
equipped with the skills and the diseiplines mecessary to meet the challenges
of the world of tomorrow. :

Now, as our soeiety prepares to mest these challenges and debates
the funotion of the public schoel, all areas of public school activity come
into the discussion. Inevitably the area of the religion and the relation
of the church to the classroom comes into debate. And with equal inevita-
bility, this debate concentrates on one of two areas: the first, finanelal,
the second, curricular. The financial discussion has to do with the
division of tax funds raised for school purposes. In America education is
mandatory. BEach of cur several states has a law whish requires attendance
up to a given age in the publie school system. However, sach of cur several
states permits the parent to send his child to some private school, licensed
by the state, which meets all educational requirements. There are today in
America many private schools, military schools, preparatory schools, and
parochiAdl schools. The largest single bloc of these is the Roman Catholie
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