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WAR ANT) THE ALTERNATIVES TO HAR 

A Chanukah Sermon 

THE TEMPIE 
necember 18, 1960 

Rabbi Daniel Jere19 Sil wi~ 

Sometimes a single incident throws into bold relief' a na.tion ts frnma 

0£ mi11d. This year, at their annual convention, ~he /Daughters of the /lmerican 

Revolution voted a citation to WerneJ' von Braun, ex•~Nazi master scientist, 

chief orgapizer of the unmanned roclcet attack on London dur:t.ng 1,1orld War II, 

now head of the United S·ta.tes Army missile development at the Redstone Jl.rsenal. 

Th~se ladies voted this honor t,o V'on Braun, to use their 01rm words·., 1t:in respect 

t ·o his signif'icant s-piritual contribution to American l:lf'e· .. r, 

l\Ta smile at their maladroit• choice of language. Yet I wonder if all 

of us have not been guilty of oonru~ing our military scien·tists with our 

national saviours, and if we have not come to believe that our si~le rt1ost 

significant contribution to world peace was our program of military _prepara-

• tion. Surely, it has been axiomatic in American policy that peace can be 

secured only by vigorous and energetic defense progt-ams" In the last decada 

our nation has spent ·over five hundred billion dollars for armament and 

defense. The great deb@.tes ot the past decade have been military debates 

concerning the nn:ttication or the armed force■, the priority of funds between 

manned and unmanned military ~trwlants, J:imited war strategy as against 

global deterence. The sigm.ticant White Papers of the last decade have dealt 

with quest10D8 ot m1J1t&r7 strategy - the Cm-diner Repcrt, the Gaither 

RepartJ even the reoent repcrt ot the Cmm:lsaion on Rational Purpose reveals 

mare concern 111th m1J,tary st.rategr met our defense posture than with programs 
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of peaceo Its defense proposals are specific and fortlu··iglrt:, its pe ca 

proposals vague and highly qualified. 

The key policy term of the past decade has been "deterence O -~ ""J"e na:we 

been told, and wa told ourselves, that to threaten Russia ·with a rain of 

holocaustial. death is to preclude Soviet military adventuring and hence to 

secure peaceo So we have armed ourselves to the teeth, and armed our allies, 

and armed our would-be allies, and even armed some 0£ the most mendacious and. 

mif:lchief-making adventurers of the world •- all in the name of containment .. ,,.,c, 

all in the name of deterence -- all in the hope of creating a balar1c0 of 

terror so frightening in j.ts proportions that no nation will dare step beyond 

the bounds of international propriety. 

Now, reasonable men cannot question reasonable strength. But surely, 

reasonable men must question such a single-level policy,. Rearmament is 

essentially negative. It makes no contribution toward the sst,ablishmc➔nt of 

international law and international government. It does not reduce tlJ:-mament,. 

Indeed, a reasonable man, viewing the htstory of Americnn policy dur:lng t.he 

last decade or so, can but make this assessment: that it has been singl0°• 

minded, concerned with war, not peace. The f'dw attemp·,'is wa have made toNax"d 

disarmament, arms control, a strengthening of the United Nations, and the 

settlement of international disputes have been half-hearted, occasional, and 

tentative, and, because they have lacked vigor, frustrating and self-d0featingo 

All Americans were shocked Friday last to read or a tragic air 

collision aver the city of Rew York. In that collision a hWldred and thirty•"' 

five lives were lost. Already the public and its press are demm1ding that 

the various Federal aviation agencies and the airlines devote more man hours 

and more monies to the improvement and the refinement of techniques of air­

p-ound safety. If atomic war were to break out, experts tell us that we can 
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They tell us further th.at by the conclus:t on o.i• s .t.l':t ' l :J :1-·'• -Je :- ·l ex c cf· 

eight, hundred m:llli.on ca.su8J.ties. Tl't .. e~.c:) f"1· rrurJ!.: (°"' _...,. . 0 ~ ..:i, 

r epresent the sober testimony of General Jam~;n N G· vi n t. e • o:.-, ... e a -1 u. ··~ Goi, • 

m:iti;ee o General Gavin i s an officer of impecccl>le r-=iput. ·15 s "I! .t 

r e search and development for the United States Ax·1 j't; E:tght hw1rred 1d .. J .. l'. 

caaual ties in an atomic war represents the destructi or of ei· :i. :· z:;,:ci o .... ~ 

Surely o:i.-1e would c-ntpect tha.t a nation fa.cad witn such a c anr:;e" .: o,1J.c 1- a.ve 

invested at leflst as many man hours and at, leas-G ·13 1uc m nsy ... t.n~ 

prevention of the tragedy of war as in t.he prevent6ion of a.n occasion, a:h:• 

tragedy. J3ut the absurdity, t,_he insanity of our CUJ.:~ent. pos:ttlon is t.'1.: s~ 

1-re have invested less brain power, less man po1'rer .,: and l esG moniac-;; in r o.._:;:."' i'.1m·~ 

for peace than in prog1~ams for air safety; we arc ~.nVt'1st:i.ag less 1.no11-ec·· &-i • 

loss man power and there is less money and less m-- 11 power p,.:·og:p ... ~· mmed ~zid 

blueprinted for the future. We continue suicidall;y' to pres,1.me that., • _. ded by 

Lady Luck and good fortune, we wi.11 somehow muddle tb..1."ough the d;;;1:nge.t a t ha:t. 

beset usol 

Today t-1ar itself is an absurdity. War i n r;,t,onric t.erm .. , :l.s an :inse.nj:t:; 

Surely reasonable men facing such a war would best·1 r t hemsel vc~s to px·0vent •• ·t 

But mark you this wll. There are two Federa.1 agencies deal i ng wit.h air· 

safety. There is no Federal agency dealing solely w:ith pea.err, Our ,.~tomic 

Energy Commission has spent mill j ons of dollars i n the la.st f' our yaa:r·s to 

f'ind f'aul.t with Russian detection proposals; no governmental agency has pent 

a like amount to investigate and develop more accui .. ate detection instrument s" 

The ndlitary has invested billions of public relati.ons dollars to f e.shi on a 

language of atomic euphemisms, a language of 'clean bombs 1 , e1i.mi"i:.ed uar w, 

designed to make us forget that any atomic weapon in our pos session is neither 
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more nor less than an indiscriminate agent of mass murder~ On the othe~ hand 

no United States agen~J has been organized to tel l the American peopJ o t he 

simple truth -- that war is insanity, that war itself is defeat , t hat wo need 

concre·l~e far reaching policies beyond deterence $ No a gency i s o gc-1.nizect to 

investJ gateJ to pl an .... 't,o blueprint., to propose to o~"''.:J'.ani e sue ~ proposal Cl 

So haphazard arE our plans for peace that when t he Russians at, Geneva s·irp is 

ingly accepted eertain of our own arms control. ·provis: ons we were fo1 < .. ed to 

deny these very proposals -- they were meant as propaganda. No one beli eved 

the Ru~;sians wonld t uke them seriously .. 

Indeed , c·o haphazard has been our planning f or peace t hat in my firm 

opinion the stro/~gast position the Russians could t.ake for t hei r 0·~1n selfish 

benefit would be t o dis arm and to demobilize unilateral l y ... 'E"or we have no 

blueprint to guida the change over from a defense economy to a domestic 

econo~ ~ How wiJ l we absorb our exc·ess productive capaci ty? How it<rill the 

alrea,.Jy si1ollen r-anks of the unemployed absorb t he wor kers no l onger needed 

in defense indust:i•ies and the soldiers demobilized f r om t he mi lit ary? How 

w:l.11 our budget, ad.apt :_t,self to reduced taJCes and long term federal domestic 

bpending programs'? In any event the change from defense to domestic ec onomi es 

would seriously t aic our economic strength -- without an adequate blueprint 

such a chBnge might be convulsive. 

Now, I do not see such a peace as imminent . Bu·t surely i t would be 

tragic, would it not, if within the ranks of labor and of business and of 

finance there is an unexpressed but real fear of peace, such a fear as would 

forestall our actively carrying out any tangible programs designed to relieve 

world tensions. No nation can work toward ends which it fears - - and I 

suspect that though latent and silent many Americans now rejoi cing i n our 

defense economy of abundance tear peace. 
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not 

ago there ~.sre t1Io atomic poi.ars .. 

ment. If \-!0 do so., as surely ·a:s lugh~& f ollous c y Rusuiti ulll count6r by 

gi vine atomic tiZe&pons to the satall:tto nations nr:d to the F,.aPt Geman govoi,n­

mont. Then we vlll have vested the pout:?r of plmig-:lnr, the t-Jorld into atomic 

holocaust in a European cr.ntinant which has nevt-::1» been able to orgenize peace 
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years, has made such a re-evaluation .. 

University, Mr. Kannmi had this to say: 
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might.., trl th good conscie 1ca, really truce a st :,.,··.. ···1.~ • : n 1. e ·1ot j,1s·\ tho 

net1onal inte~osts of indiv:idual governments bi.·~ rc;_½-h :: t.hr,, i11ter0st,s o.., 

civilization: the question . ?f ._ war, and the ato;:,1 ,~d t.l c ot .si· w pons of 

mass destruction. 

"I am airTare that tho institution of war has al -Tays reprenanted 

dilemmas far Christian thought to which no fully satic•fa.ctory ansuar has ever 
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been offered. I havo, in the past, found mys l.f' tu1ab1e t.o go along wit . o 

Quakers in t.he1.r insist(~nce on a sweeping re uncia~.io:n of po~or as a fa ·to~· :_ 1 

internnt1.onf'I,. affeirs 0 I do not see the revl.ity of o clo , • a d:i. s · inct • ox H 

they dr,w b tueen dome .. ")tic affairs and internn.tional c.:.£f .r.rs d> 'rhe Cortrn-. nic .. •· • 

have inte1., &tion.r~ implic tiona J and that in' ern t.io al Y s c v :l ( re,·. --;..,i 

:i.mplicati ons tr:-.Jeryt.:tne: o I am unable therefm e to accept, he vi<.=shl vl11.c1 

conc.0mr1s coe. ciol.1 o . the :~nternational spher but .e.. olt!r~t2~:- it w·· thin n· t.i 

;'But. that ]i!e cannot rule out fores com.pl.e,..ely in inter·· at.i ntl aff i! s 

de.as not seem tt) me to consti tuta a i~e.son for ba:i.ng inctifforent, to tha ways 

in which force is · appl.: ed -- to the moral implications of t- e:.:a.poI1s and thair 

u.ees 4, It is true '~hat all distinctions among wel).pons frOir, the moral stEuid 

point are :rel&t.:l va und ,1rbi trary.. Gunpovder H s once vieuad '1i th a hcr.crm· 1ot 

much less, I suppose, than are a.tome explosives today. But :ho is to say 

that rt:1lative distinctions are not meaningful? I cannot help feeling that the 

weapon of indiscrirn .. . nate mc1ss destruction goes fa:.(·the1» t.ha:'1 anything tho 

Christian ethic can pi--op-srly ac·cepte The older. u -~pons it after all, were 

discrim:Lns.te :tn the sense that they had at lea.st a direct coher·o11t x elatio 1~hip 

to political aims., They Here seen as a means of coercing people directly into 

doing things an en.my government 'Wished them to do: e-va.cuating t..3rritory, 

desistinf; from given objectives, accepting a given political al?.°"uhOl"'ityo A 

diatirietior1 was still generally drawn, furthe1:~mor.n., prio.r' t.o Wm-ld War I at 

leaat, betueen. the armed f orca and the ci vil:lan popvJ.~tion of' a hostile 

country. Efforts w~re mt-1da to see that military action tttas dirac~ed onJ.y 

against thosa 1r1ho themselves had weapons in thei? hands .rmd offer d :e113a:\.st.. ca. 

The lnw of wz.r did not .. o t, permit the punishment e:f whole eoplee ru3 a )'llea.1 ~~ 
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of' blac , i1 agai.nst. go c.rrnn2nt . 

weapons of m~ ss destruction . ., So .1. or t hti t, mat. G , 
of Horld v-.r iix II .,._ i en it was :LSed for ~ ea b om :h..g .. 

fer Buch things as t · e cmbi .. g of D4' esd n and 

o , .. 1 the t ~ 

did mrb-

t 

Nag&sc~ki and H:Lroshima, 1\me. : cans went b y nd ·wi t t. :l'' ' C J . 0 ' •. \. r.."'.> c1·• -'r tci<' 1 , :, I.> ,., . • 1.,. :o .LC, v u. .... 

of Christ ,i&"' c onscie 1co Ghould ha=0 aJJ .. .. ,:-ed 

,._ hu· n• ·s , T"J. tr\ \., ~.. ,! \ .. \ti 

I think it should be our aim to do nothi· p o .. : ,·,n, any 

rnili tary encounter.. Ii' t re m~ist defend our n o:1e~ . .J et L 

as we cm1 :l.n t ho a.ii·ect sense , but let us have no p -.rt, i... 1 " d ng mil-:..on,,;,, f 

women and childr.en and noncombatants hostag-ss for • ,he D • ha i x- o': t ~18 i1,, oan 

governments .. 

nrt w:i.ll be said to rne: This me ru."'ls defeut. T o t h:i.s I cm c~ l., · rtr ly: 

I am skeptj_cal of tha meaning of ,..victory 1 and v def at. · i n thei r r alatio1 tu 

modern w~-ir bet~eon groat cou .. 'l'ltries. To riiy i:tlnd t.he : s tl -::r i -tsel f ';) 

any case it seoms to me that there are times i/J1u s h a: e Do choice hut t o 

fallow the dictates of our conscience, to J-.hrow 01. ""Sal·· es 

not to ask too many quostions.n 

r'u."'. Kennan., like so mnny of us, has c cr.1.e to tho co cl~ s •. n 1v Aa ~ i ~ ":" 

itself 5..s the uJ:timate defeat ., nut one w 

In 

realist, this statesman, who can find no mo:-·e p=ac i e • bl u.cpr:l.nt, for tlt ~ 

future than "to fol.low the dicta·cea of ou.-r cons ci<:. ce, t o 'thr ow oursol v E on 

God re mercy, ctnd not to ask too many quest,ionse n 

own illustons that we cannot see any alte~native to var than Hto throir our­

selves on God I s mercy n.."ld not ask too many questions"? I think not, There 

are alternatives to war o There are ways that, man C8.l"1 achieve poaca if he has 
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nc.d 

ihero • 

indolent .. 

ia th t risko 

can deli 1o;cat0ly blueprint that future 1·1hich hold[:; 

which we have spoken. I should lika to seo, on January next~ our ne~ 

administrs.t5.on pi"oclaim a unilatei."'al moratorium on ~11 thern1on.ucla~ ~u=!pon 

r abric&tion. No more building or atom bombs, of hyarcgen bombs, of cobatt 
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