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I ltll•J• lt.111 '- NII• 1lr .retellt,c a folk lei•• popilar Witll 011r 

J■1pl•• II ••'1• "1"- \Ila 1.e,..-.., cd.'7 ot Bela. 111111 la ta •• 11i■1-• 

S\ 18 'Ut.e t,a ad.- into llld.ell an ffft•eJ.•• •tork b&pp1■1II to 11ri111 

.... ........ 1,. 0. .. , a ..... 11 .. ·- to ■•la ft~ Iba ......... 

•allaN wre •laf•nt• tbe -~ tCJW, ulll pill■lf111 tlle Wn, 

fl.11£11•• llela Mll·ao weltll • • , "'- aep 1114 .1U' 111• ptbencl, ud 

• lawn oouell wu 1 11i'Ltei,' ootrftMd le .. ft.N a plu ~o proMOt tlle 

Wiri+.rfe .tooct 8Up'17. J\ 1l'U lee~•• ta\•~ aa, n ■a, .ud old.lei wu 

to le •-~ ta ..-. •'7 ea Ille •ltr nlla. le OM ,ru u...,tec1. 

the cd.11, waa 1111pt;!ed ot ew17 li,tng penon tat \11111 NmpU'U •· N 

tullJ ....... 
. 

.. ••• ,.. ..... ..... ., 111111• \lie people .... .,. pro 

Illa , tlae kffi7Ud · mrt■ rll, ... , ul \lie M9i41111alell1• 

••••aw ..a a ,S.U -• .lfd · a Id.a· •• left whole, nor a Nllar int.ao~. 

.... .. Ma N 1· _. f-- tJla\ ~ WJ'J 8'°"8 '- '.Nft .............. , ...... , ... 
le.la•• fate ad1••••r11 u isponaa, lea1on. la ,_ •• haw 10111 

all u,11,•- 10111• t.llt ..._.... •Id-' .. vu,_..· ud nfllen. •• 
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OD tb1• holie•t ot dqa I would rn:lnd 70ll tbat, it, 1a OU' fait.11 ill 

God - in tbe One Gocl· wbo ia the moral pereonalit.7 of our uniY•r•• - nSob 

alw liY•• wnilla and wlidi\1' to all of av oownal aotirtt:l••• to all 

ot oar deteue apnoie•, to all of our c:lY:lc inatitutiou. •• need to 

en; 1RI • at 1-, tbe 1n■1 ener.11 and ettort in our ■earoh tor God and tor 

NliliOIII Smip\ tut• expend in planni111 brotherhood tunotiona ml 

eharit7 oampaipa. 
-· 

God 1e the t~undl:'1.on on wb:lob all •1•• re■ta •. Be 1a tm •oun• ot 
Judaiam'• n.kli4'J' and. ot it.a ■oral to~, :·:' ;. Jfti•ll Of\W11Jd.t7 whiob 1a 

- ,•.•' I ' 

aot, st.eeped in religious belief 18 a 1kM.b wit.bout, a heart. It 1• an 
'~· 

empt, lit•l•• shell, an anachronia whioh baa no legiti•te rea.._ to 

Rniw. Jtllli■h lite -■t aaain tocu on religi011• conceru and on our 

penonal aearch tor God and tor ■piritual undentamt1.n1. •• lll81', leU'D 

epia \be natal iapo ot taking God into our heal"U. 

Boa doe• Mn 00■1 t,c, sod? ••n COIII t,o Ood in Jl&n1' wv• • A poea 

Wri\ten bJ' a philoaopbar alld t.eacber ot 118Clinal Spain, lolomo11 11m 

Oabirol, t.eetiti•• ot wqs which I, too, ·ha•e 'been led t,o beliew in God. 

"!bNe \binp ooup:lnd t,optber in aine ei-• \o brin& the naeabrwe 

• ot God ewr 'before • • ad I poa••• Ul• u • fai tbt1&l n'kla••••. !IV' 

bNWIUi, 0b God, ~- 11boae · •aka I call flv' .m■ J \be earth whoa• h1ato17 

NOalla le 11110 .... • IION thu I UIJ and tM ••1np of V bean when 

l loek ct.ep WiVlin.• · 

!lie paad•i- u4 1Pleador ot our world alld ot oar md.wne baw lecl 

4 t,o aomoll'l. .... locl ... ., baw beoOIIII ~itiw t.o t.he ueible 

p.-■•••• el God 1't •••"1111 tb• •pitucle UICI ol'derq •1 e\17 ot tM 

1p1r••• 1lllo bu p111l •'· ta. 'YUUle■• w cell tM ■q, dotted m.:Ua 
• • .. • ! 

ti 
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uoountable wonders - worlde lar&er aiid perhaps more beautiful than our 
.. . 

own ••panted bl diatanc•• •• cannot measure, and not felt awed and bnwhlecl, 

and not felt that aoae all-wiae bein& bad ao planned it. %·~•tam alft78 in 

awe of t,he beaut7 ot our world. I staa! in awe ot the gloriea or the auuet, 

of the surs,1-na ot the tidee, of the profuae coloring ot the forest. When 

I••• auoh beaut7 I cannot but reverentl.7 acknowl•di• a master band. 

I am awed b1 the over-whelllin& dimensions ot our world, by the ex

pandin& infinity which 11 our uninrae, b7 the span ot t,be heanna am 

~ the sweep of the earth and sea. When I take these proportiona to heart 

I cannot but reverently atfirm the a.11-powertul who alone created it. 

I am a•ed by the precision with which each part tits into the larger 
, 

wbole - lJ7 the orderlineas of the stars in their heave~ course• and b.r 

the symmetry of the minute particle■ ot the . atom. Bach goes its appointed 

wq and pertorma its appointed task. Each is a necessaq part of the 

\otal. whole. The worlda which astronon~r and physics have made known to 

•n ala me humble be.tore le who so ...,le it. It is u the Psalmist ••• 

long qo, "To1ether tbe Heavens declared the glory of God and the f'innament 

renals Bia handiwork". 

One of the dit:t1cul ties maD1' ot ua have in bec<'wd III aware of Goel 18 
' 

that there 1• too little ot silence and of quiet; t,oo little opportunit7 

tor obsenation and tor con'8111plation 1n our 11•••• We live ■o treneticall.7 

t11a, •• do not. take the tiae to appreciate or· underet,nKJ th& world about 

ua. Earth and •Jr.r ea.at, oJUl' u a t,aken-to~p-antecl backdrop to our da1l7 

to find Ood •• mat learn to di■1111ap oun_el Tee troa these worldly 

pn oeoupatlou. •• _.t, learn t.o olllern ta. world ab011t. ua with 

UMI to lu ■••n1J11. 
J 

When God •poke t.o •o•• rr. the bllrn1DI ••h, Be 
J 

1 
. I 

-~~-

. , 



- 4 -

ordered His areat leader to take off his shoes before he approached tor 

he was about to atep on holy ground. The whole earth is holy grouoo and 

we need to periodically strip ourselves ot work-week habits and of 

cu1to11ar7 practices if' we are to realize the God invested nature ot all 

that lies bef'ore ua. 

The beauty- and order ot natu.re is opeu tor all to see. It is a 

matter of cultiv·atiD& and trairlini our minds. We must learn to respond 

to the presence of true btu1.ut1·• When the great Cathedral of Florence 

was being built, the 11&Sons discarded every piece of marble whose grain 

and shape did not meet their arbitrary specifications. The stone was 

thrown into the waste heap. It too~ the trained eye of a great artist 

to realise that the irre&Ular shape and lines of one of these stones 

could be fashioned into a statue beyond compare. It took a Michael--

..... 10 to turn a bit ot discarded marble into the world-famous statue 

ot David. 'fraiaina our eyes to be a•are of nature's grandeur is simply 

a matter ot practice - or learnin& not to be so wrapped up in our Olll1 

thouihta that we have no time for the wo1·ld about us. It ia important 

that we eo train ourselvea tor only when we pauae and consider the grandeur 

and the order and the ma.jest~ ot all that 1a beyond ourselves, the riddle 

or the spheres and the riddle or the atom - :the might. 01" the spheres and 

the miaht o! the atom - the orderliness o! the spheres and the orderliness 

ot the ataa - only then will we sense that 1 our world is not a product ot 

ohance and t.bat, ita inwioate precision hu been ordered b7 a power that 
I 

1a all-wiae and who bu miaht ber~ild.'··our {•gination. 
I Oabirol pointed to a aeoond •Bl b7 •hi~h aen have been brought to 

' 
know God - the etuq of the Book ot Life the obaenation of the wa71 

ot •n, Look closely at the livin& - obuer e the miracle of life - the 



miracle of. con~cionce . Wri.t"'h tr ~ • rth of now life and you will ss nse its 

mystery - you will senne the Ood who made it be. Look cloaoly at nature and 

7ou will see marvelous orderllness. There is no animal, howe; er humble, who 

hae not some necessary part to play in nature's plan. Each species has 

learned to live cooperatively and has developed the necessary skills tor 

survival. 

Lo 1: .~t ma1 - look closely - and become aware of the glorious saga 

ot is slow and tcrtuous but none-the-less ascended progress rrom beast to 

man - from animality to humanity. I ea.n only wonder at man's pro~·en capacity 

to. tr:F ""Sf'.!e:rid '1imself'. The a) ha~ -re....,_ai!!ed -n a c. The sup_p osedly ape-like 

man has beco:ne thinker anct r.rcnhct and a::~·:, i .st r-.i nd craftsman. He has learned ... .I. 

to work cooperatively, to love undelfishly, to live cre~tively, to think 

dee::, thought a ~nd rte~ E: ven man _,f ed to unr&.vel some of nature ts mysteriet:. 

I cannot bu.t boJ.teve that all t h~ s ~.t3 s o p anned - ple.nnacl by a master mind. 
aid 

Look a.t man and observe the many ~cts of sacr i ficial l ove, of/freely 

offered. Observe the help and the comfort which men extend to others in the 

cause of mankind. At Duch moments, in c,uch m.r?n, you ·will see a hrief fl.:1ming 

0£ the divine spark w1:iich is in each of us. You will become conscious of 

the potentiality wlth wtich Gcd has filled us. You will become conscious 

ot the God who asks only that we fulfill ourselves. 

Is it not then as ,':1!:i a c; ent Rabbi once put it - that if you woulr 

find Qod you must look for the toot-prints of the sons of men and there you 

will tind ample testimony of .his being. 

No,r there is a thlrd way - an inner way. The witness that we ourselves 

afford. We can see Ood if we look closely at ourselves - 3t the intricate 

and wonderful constructions or our bodies, at the miraculous capacity ot 

ou.r minds, at the manifold levels or our emotions. These are the gifts ot 
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a juat and kind God. We sense also aen we look within, the promptings of 

our God. It is He, we feel, who commands us to be careful always of the 

dianity of our person. It is He who bids us to mind our moral obligations. 

It ia Be who would have us develop strength of" character. It is He who has 

planted within us our ability to give and to receive love and our f~eling 

ot kinship with men of good will everywhere. When we looJ within we cannot 

but feel that we somehow reflect the God who made us - the God who implanted 

in us a spark of his own divinity. 

When I .consider all that I am and all that I can be, 1 cannot help 

but sens,e that this is so because some wise and powerful being so willed it. 

Is this not what the prophet Elijah discovered when seeking to find Uod't' 

Be found him not in the powerful winds, nor in the shattering earth-quake, 

nor in the all-consuming fire, nor in any other manifestation of nature 1s 

power,* * but only in the voice of great stillness. 

We must look within and when we do we will learn not only much about ourselves 

ba.t much about our God. Truly, as the Psalmist says, "O Lord, I am wonderously 
I 

made - a test~nony of Thy being." 
,, I 

lien come to God in mariy ways, mystic and realist, poet and propil~t. 

Bach will make his own way to 1God1and each Wi.11 find God in another of nia 
( 

manifestations. GAd is everyJl'here and we, each ot us, will see Him t,nro-1.1.gh 
' I 
I I 

another of His ·. creations. Bf the God that we see. is oir - whole and 

indiviaable - ihough we may j~e Him in hie many aspects we DD1St always 

remember his unity. 
I 

God 1B oilli i'id ReA 

~ ) 
\ 

' -ltOaiaaion of Hebre-.-· 1 
t' ,· 

/ I 

the aoral personality of our universe. 
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That God is good is suggested to us by one of our most familia,.Bible stories. 

Koses, like every man who has ever lived, was anxious to know more about God 

and finally, W(j are told, asked God directly to reveal himself. God's 

answer is interesting. He tells Yc""es to go up on t a , ountain, t --:! hide 

his face in the cleft of a rock, to turn his back on 2ny display uf His 

magnificence, and only 'Nhile ·,{oses n s so turned away God ,spoke to him wcrds 

litiicr. contain all that ife can, I belie Ve, ever k:-icw of God. 

"I am," He said, "I run existence - I am the Lord, merciful a,nd gracious, 

long suffering., ev0r true, abundant in goodnoss e_nd in truth. n S ch i • 

our God. He is the universe and more. He is wholly concerned witli t,hi;:; 

wel:i.'are of rnan. 

who has placed in us a sy,:;1.rk u :, His 0wn Di.vi:Gity. A spark -rh icl·. perm.its us 

to thlnl: and to plan and tc baild .. -_nd to fulfill our tale:-its and He i~ the 

aummons so to d 0 , 

I believe that only as "iie affirH su,~h a God due;j L~1(· conf~:.si0n .,L.:Lch 

we call life take on any meaning. ?~tan, c :tvilization, beauty, creativity, 

love, even war and evil - all tbo:t, \'f h..-:v~ and a .. :e, can b~ under stc .,1/' cnly 

in the context of a power &rea ter tl~n o ~ r own -iho has ~i ·0r J.S l • ft f ,r a 

purpose and who will see th. ... :t our best efforts are not expended ir~ vaiu. 

Yem Kippur is the heart of our religious year. God. i3 the be 2r·t 

of our faith. Let us during this period of prayer again 1., .- k~ .; ·Lr G d to 

heart. 

\ 
J 



• 

The hour of ,., , j ,, memorial is at)fuand. A flood of fugitive images rise up. 

For a brief moment the fact of death is forgotten-those we loved are near and 

real.This memorial hour as a uniquelt haunting qualtiy-bitter-sweet.We 

welcome the memories-we are saddened that they can not remain.Our eyes 

both smile and tear. Our lives are less lonely only more so. 

I cherish a few lines by Louis Untermeyer as uniquely appropriate to tthis 

moment: 

IQegrEl~gog~ tft~~r~ri~~sa!May 
The tiniest brooks thatdscarcely flow E~ernaiiy will come an go 
There is no kind of death to kill 
the sands that lie so meek and still ••. 
But man is great and wise and strong 
and so he dies. 

G9nsi ao• fer a 11'71111M:: Md1oe pa a Pe■ t:ier .au d 10tbq:v, who 
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Yom Kippu.r sermon - Children's service - 1961 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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These are thos!~ remember.-'The 

were -.rJ e 

re the to us are 

An~ bein , si nificant 

to remajn with us 

They ard as vital 

orleaped time and s pace 

for such as the 0 e the·re is no deat . 

to-day as ever. They are a part ot us 

and when we too pa~s on, and with us, the immedia te sphere of their influence 
/ 

ten their mem y ble·nds into tha t of all past humanity, of all w o have 

lived uprip;htly, by noble standards, seekin to serve their God. ·.' itr.. 
, 

all t t ose who form man's historical memory-- whose combined,., votce aver 

inspires men to a better day and challen es and every mortal 

to take part in t he buildin. a better 

TheBe then are the 

will never really die. But what o 

well portrayed by Mnttew Armold 

those whose memory 

What of those men so 

and 

Some men e y about 
Here an there - ea t and drink, 

and love and h? te, 
~at r a ~s squan er, are raised 

t, are hurled in the aust, 
.ri vi ni; blindly, achievin -"' nothing 

nd then they die- perish 
nnd nd> one asks who or what they have been. 

·ho lead lives of little si~niftcance to those about them, am 

ie exert no furthur 1nfluence upon those still alive-
// 

~or such men and women surely the ;rave is t he f1nal, ultimate end- For them 

no hope but that they shall be swallowed up by unrememberi n time 

and forgot ten. . .a~ . 
•\)A.,,~.._-~ u.,J ~~.....-.""""""""""'~~n 
.Xhi sz~eed not be our lot. We bear wi tr us t t e key d)o our o\tm immort-

ality. WP can so live that thou~h our bodies perish and return to dust, our 

spirits live on in the eternal realm of si nificance. This is the challen e 

and the hope of our .,, ein~. It requires not that we achieve world-wi . e fame 
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or be ~r the few whose na es a re on every lip; but only that we live so 

that those about us will c herish our love an be pro · d of our actions. e 

need but seek t& help others, l avis c r e and comapnionship upan them, seek 

thetr betterment and their welfare, challen e t hem to espouse worthy causes 

&nd to fulfill their flfnest talen t s- In so doin we will h veintertwined 

our beini; with the rs- and when e die- as all men must- our memory will 
• 

continue to i nfl uence t eir acti ns a . d de~isions, our example w111 continue 
'T',) ~ ~ A-1L 

to ~nsp1re them, an our love will forever susta i n t hem>-lf · we 11=-ve f'or o=the-~ 

f-ellew1"'~ I tiaa-e~1 i;b st&nd:arda .t he - we cart face dea.t h without fear- assured 

that our memory will b e for blessin~ , sure t ha t we too vill be f ound wotthy 

of s harin~ the ~antle of immor tality . 

1-eor o;e ~liot s ensed much cf this wen she wrote t e s e line s with whic 

I close: 

Oh, ma y I .oin t he choir invisi l e 

Of those immorta l dead who liv • again 

In mine s made better b y their ~resences; live 

In pulses stirred to generosity, 

In a_eeds of darino; rectl tude, in scorn 

Of atl@rable aims that end with se _f, 

In thou -hts sublime .that pierce the nj ~ht like stars 

And with their mild persistence urge men's search 

To vaster issues. 
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