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C1&VILOD - 1962 .. 

!he n.nt ot a Senee ot I11pNas1on8 ot Om- City 

Tbe Taple 
November 11, 1962 

Rabbi Daniel J•'NIV Silver 

It Mr. Gallup and Mr. Roper were to poll Americans on the city 

where they would pretar to situate tb•eal:ves, I doubt that Cleveland 

woal.d get znarv votes; Clewlandera •:mepted, ot course. The next time 
that 7ou V1s~t out ot town, tr., a wrd association test With your 

hosts. Ment~on New York and they vUl answer you the statue ot Liberty, 

the F.mpire State BllUding, Wall street. Mention Wash1ngton and 7011 ;, 

will hear ot the Capitol and the \tlite Rouse and Washington's Monument. 
Mention Chicago and you will hear ot the stockyards, Michigan Avenue; 
Pittsburgh, steel and the Golden Triangle. Then try Cleveland. I'm 

afraid you v.Ul be met by a sheepish silence. 

Cleveland is 1n 1llaJW' ways the best kept secret 1n America. A 
ml.lion and a halt people situated 8CID9 place betwen Pittsburgh and 

Chicago, 1n something called "the best. location 1n the nation." But 
just wh91'8 is it T Cleveland 1• 1n population the eighth largest 

metropolia in the United states. In term ot industrial output we 

rank aeventb. At one time wa out-produced 8D1' of thirt.7-tour or the 

~• ot the Union. Bait yoa wU1 •U'Ch the history books vainq t,o 

ftnd :eterenoe to Cleveland. We haw produced the sineWa of power, 
but• haw not, been a seat, of po11111\t We haw manufactured products, 
ba.t not beadl\n•s. ?011 w1ll. t1nd Clneland ODq 1n statistical appen-

. dlcea 1lbere 'Ulere ia U.ted the number ot tons of pig iron melted down; 
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the number ot tons ot goods traneehipped; the volume ot manufacture 

produced. Our history is a balance sheet. OQr history is almost 

entirely economic. And perhaps it 1a right that it should be so, for 

Cleveland is an economic child, born ot a marriage of convenience 

be·tween Messabi ore arid Appal ach1an coal. Cleveland began as an 

industrial park tor the great cities ot the East, the older citi~s. 

Hera eoal an~ lime and iron could be brought convenientq and mant~ 

tactured and the <PlSt of the furnaces wcru1d not despoil the air and 

the price of the goods would not rise so high as to be prohibi•tivo. 

It was a good marriagat a marriage which was to be fruitful and 

multiplj,. 

Clew:1a.11d is 2 rather new city. Though surveyed in 1796 ~ 

Clavelru1d by the Civil War was still less tha.11 filty thousand in 

population~ but frO'in the end ot the Civil War until around 1930 our 

city gr3w at a rate raster than arq other in ·the United States. 

Number1i-ig 46.ooo at the end or the 11ar. we numbered 930,000 in 19:30. 

The economic roots 1;1ere strong, and they were sound and they tve2.~ 

healthy. Cleveland produced and reproduce~ and 1--eproduced itsalf 

again. But being a ch:i..ld of the industrial revoltuionir Clevoland,. 

lilte so much slse of th1s revolution. was a'Hkward and ungainly o We 

are not an architecturalq distingu1sbed city. We have few quaint# 

streets or broad thoroughfares or magnificent plazas. Oh, i-re hava a 

Public Sqoare, and it is public and square. ~.rst grade art and first 

rate aoademios came lats to Cleftland. It is not. so long ago that cur 

-.gr\1.tlcent Mu.aeum deyoted the largest. part ot its displQ" to sttu:'£ed 

bor•• and med1eval armor. tbinge ot 1nterest to the sons ot iron­

monc•• and llld.tha, but ce~ not the finest product or hwmn 
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hanc:H:work and artistry. Oar universities have naver plqed the role 

1n Cleveland that a Harvard has 1n Boston or a Columbia 1n New York 

City. Cleveland was born out ot economic necessity; Cleveland has 

remained largely a business oommun1ty; Cleveland has supported • 

cultur814' that Whidl the business cClnllUl1ity found nacessaey. 

According to grammatic convention, cities are "she's." We 

might describe \iashington as being a 'Yigorous suffragette, de·ter­

minedq ungracious and unoharld.ng, Nev York as a smartly dressed, h"'"tU.!. 
,-

turned out but cold-etJed sophisticate. We might say that IDs Angeles 

is an emberant bobby-soxsr, arms and legs akimbo, going in all 

direct.ions. But I 1m afraid the onlJ' term to describe Cleveland is 

that she is a middle-aged. house-coated mother, warm and tender bu'(, 

not at all chic, and possessed ot taz.- more common sense than cul·t.1-

vat1on. But, you know, mothers wear well, and Cleveland. though it 

lacks the glamour ot many another center, has a heart and a 1rarmth and 

an e.-,pansive tenderness which destroys much or the cruelty and the 

coldn~ss which is a concomitant of urban living. We may rate 

uninspired 1n terms of architecture, natu.~al beauty or sophistication~ 

but Cleveland has a high rating ot decency. 

Cleveland has navar had a major outbreak of labor violence. 

Cleveland has never had a. major collision or 1•ac1al tension. Cle~aland 

early invested itself' in the business ot education, and its city 

schools have been among the leaders, the pioneers, in the natiOl'l: and 

we have never ccmpromised. there With quality. Cleveland pionaared in 

msey aspeots ot voluntary- social wltare. Our Uniwd Appeal was and 

remains one or the 1::.-ost ettect1w and successful 1'md raising charitable 

organizations in the United states. Cleveland has a. warm heart, indesd, 
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ona mi.@ht sa'3' that the human being 1n Cleveland tends to oe a. ll:ttla 

more hvaian and to live a little more humanely ivben we a.ra f o ed to 

1.t - .for we don't w~ often talk abou:t Cleveland - we tend t o sa:y 

"It's 2 good place il1 which to l1Te. It1 s a good place in l>n-tie t 

raise c·'hildran. It's not exciting. It's 1-iot adventure s It t s not 

vel"'J -cosmopol:i.tan. But it's a good home And it i s. ~ rty, tw 

percent or us liw iu our own homes, the largest percent.age ot hon • 

m.t:iing l.n the couti-try.,, Hore of us live 11, adequate housing -than .. n 

~ oth ~r majc,r city Our wealth has been rather broadi;y divided and 

distri.btttedo Clev,3land is a ci•ty ot surprising affluence. We were 

this rri11t has been enjoyed by a welcome percentage of the popula:t · on 

Cleveland has raced many crises -. the e1~s or labor @ t h 

cr:Lses Jt nationality-,. tne crisis or raoeo As a city or only" 50,000 

a:t the md or the Civil War we had to import the su1ew and muscle >JO.~' 

ou:r pla. 1ts, and from tha·" year till the end or tha Firs·t Wor l d W men 

.tr:>m av.:1ey nationality poured into our city: Gre k v Italla11~ :. !h 

and Ger nan, Pole and Ukrainian. Slovak and Czech, Hungarian and 

Rumanial -- these all came to our citq, and be it said to ·&ha eve1'­

lastii,g credi1, of )ur c.;.ty that theJ' were not turned over to • ha 

ruthles 3 mq:,l.oitation or the robber barons. vie had our robba ... b " 01 a, 

ba . .; the constabulary 1n Cleveland was never tumed over to the Union 

Club. • had 1n Cleveland a group ot civic-minded leaders. men or the 

1m,. me:·1 of the teaching, men of the cloth, citizens all, who spoke up 

and bmtt;m.\am came to Cleveland ear]J' and Without bloodshed - we had 

no Ba.,anet Square riots -- and it came to Clewland 1ntelligentl.yo 

Cleveland can be •8PM!1al'.Qr prowl ot the w:q 1n ldiich it 



traatec. the roreign-n ss or the !oreigne T a gensra.1 patte m.s to 

- 1an 

did net Cleveland est blished national. ty canters Cl6-vel d 

insistid on p:~d unJ.ty :mg proud divers .. J:.,y, d allavJed each ma to 

retain his .- 11 tural hf:. itr;.ge As symbo 0£ • his :- he. e 11ot o , t a 

'.ba.ve ar. unpred.ic-k.able po~ itioal s1 tua.tio . and ·c.llis in ~turn makes 

cit.: m.: .... quev Paopla canuot predict how Clevelc.nders wjl_ v te;) 

be·eause. the • Jld th0 faro 1y trea of a '",..7ldida.ta do not p· ec 1.tr 

:1ow· mar. r vote - he ·y11l1 garner ?1at1onal5 ty blocs hav·e not be-·n uood 

cytdcally~ I give to ;y·ou a stud;y 0£ Clevelana complatad just six 

-mo?rths ~ by t.wo ·t.ra:5.n-d 1n the cauldron of New York politics" A'nong 

'tht3ir o ;;hor p,mditing thoy prophesied th t Cle eland would have 

ea11did,,a ~as ln the las-c. ~) - ec-t.ion were Protestan • and the Damoora ie 

Party cmd:lda.i;e in the P ~ was also a Prot stant~ Cleveland h· s 

eo11sist 3ntly tooled tne JJ3M aomputer0 ~ause Cl.eve· and has vo--ood J.O!' 

men and not £or po:lnts of national origin 

The mothor r\S boen virtuous~ The mother has beei'l kind The 

She bas given us m:-hools and parlc~. and ecrea.tional !ac:Uitias. and 

an econ >mic eJ.imato. She has given us oppor"'G:anity m1d ;youth and 

mar!hood. But I wonder j£ we - it we~ th9 chiJ dren - have bean 

grate.ttt. in measun, o the bounty whieh has bea11 ours. The cycle or 

lite 1n Clevel.&-id , .. a centrU'ugal. The tP..rust of our life is outward, 

a~. 1e have slammed the door on the home picked up ow.• ba,~gage 
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t:alked out wi:thout looking backb 

visit ::o that the grandchildren can be patted and fo11dl d i ha 

ra:11ovec· ourselves ba.::, an.a baggage. Today as ............. .: 

9:xo us aas ooan • .. y_pi* u r every major c 

• -a.is . d ~he !J,9.·,a of U:, s ·rodus to the g!J .... 

Clcsvela 1d tro "• acke·i ~ ~ r.~te Way of sncce "'ul moreh~.n... ing 1 . :t;;, 11 .. -. 
-t,i n,s a .1d mnuseme!'rt.s trf11..5.ch could attract • o th oon er thoso ~, o l i v-

.i.s a ,•1a Ll in Glaveland uite as high and quit as ll!'t nat.rabla " \,h 

wall. wh. ch di:'Tides B rlin. We are toda.v i+i • ns o a divided c:i\y -

one hal > ~all red, iroll housed~ well educated, "r,he other sufferi:ag a 
-----,. 

crisis i..n welfare; ·t.he one half boa.sting the ~ o ast. suburb~..n me◄.. r0 

needing eeonomi.e 0]:'1 m d'leal help. The on glut:t.ed~ .. he ot}J.ex· jm-

povar3.S:. ad. l1le one ouild~ng swimmL,g pools, the othar lacking ,,b. 

funds w.\.th ·which to giva adequate support to th families on rel ef'Q 

Tha vral:. is re;}al and high, although it .. s no·t vi ible. Its bricl:s ru.1e 

psycholt gical. Its moz.'tar is emotion. I remember sittil1g behind a 

lacer a·t a dinner one night who s~id to her cm:1panio11 that, she woul 

like to go to the Art Museum but she was afraid to go there.. 'rhere is 

the fa~~ or enterir.ig the city-, and the rear of: those who live in the 

cit¥ thi~t it they happen to wander through the suburba they mey be 

picked , p and asked by the police to leave. We ·ire not ons ci b ~ 
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two, and we are t1-10 c1:ties wr..ich must st1"'llggla to unde s·,and each tha 

ot.het• 

Mey I remind you that tha word " iv-llization" is etyrri.o 

logically dex .. ivad from "oit,y." It is the ci~r ·wh ch has alwcy-s given 

the ent·rgy:i the vigor0 and the challenge .mich has pertnitted ci ilizn­

tion b "Suburban" means "!@§§ • han urban .. " In Suburb:la the ct .. or 

v1.s1.ts your home; in th city you have the research hospital an t.he 

ti11iain1t .g school" J.n Suburbia you lttlµd lib1"1

• ies vmich prov:i..de he 

best s, ·,llers; 1n t e city you have the l:lbrE;\lcy t-rli.ich provides th sa 

vo1umes and those needed for all brm1che • or research<, In the so.btw;·bs 

you ha:ua roads; in the city you have raili~oads and airplane trans.-. 

portat.i,n and ship:pingo In the suburbs y-ou have leisure; in t,ha city 

you hav J sport.. In the suburbs you hava , ErOOnc1a..-ry- educB:tion; in tne 

city yo.1 hw.e the graduate university. C114' in the city can the cla,h 

of ideals, the clash of men, the arena o~ polit~cs p~oduce great 

oivilization. Tho cl.ty is the ehallanga~ and ultimately the city :-s 

tho eco:1omic future, ror it is the city which nn; st attract ind1lL'~~ry Ci 

It is t 1e city ·whi<,h must attract new plants to our community a ""t is 

the eit..r which mus-'«:, sponsor the overaJ.1 regional plt-umillg witho ·c 

which t~rl.s area becomes c..1-iaos6l A year a.go I was a-t, a meating or the 

United .. .. ppaal, of i•ts DSviaion A. Secretary ·;elebrazze. then runn-" ng 

ror mayor or our c,.ty~ ·was the speaker. He wanted to 1uake the poirr~ 

that he was there not aa a politician run ing for office but out or a 

llre-101 ig dedication and conceri:1 With the values or the United Appealo 

Ha begru i by seying that after all, no one coru.d .raul t him £or appear'J.ng 

hara during election ti..rn.a; there wasnrt a voto~ after all in the wnol 

rocm. J..nd it was tl1ue., Hara ware a cross-section of the busine-:"s 



leader hip or oui• community, a11a not a o e of th m could ote i:1 ~1 e 

elect,ic.,n ·t-1h1ch wou.ld deternnne the mayor of th 1r conmunity Our 

busine: s leadership :nal'"as 5:ts economic de isions quite .. art ~rom the 

polity w1ich uill ulta:1.·c03.¥ be arrected b.v t1ese ec1s::.ons 

thosa ~ho l0ad tha poll'~ otruggle to r:· d c. en 1es o comm:un .. cati-on 

an meu1s of c nsult· -t:/ 01. ~ means of coorc;,:na· 1.on .. 

not onJy g1ee. lat-1 s and a little bit of x~e ... 1 -:lir~ but 

o:i:- the cant9r city~· t eltara? It balongs ·t.o the ce .. 1t1:e:r ci)., ~ n:con 

pay the bill, cent r c.:.:t:-.1" u 0£ course, t, ... e cla sic ·e,raged:t is t.' at 

·the cer.rta1• city~ the pool•t cannot pay the bill .. 

Cleveland today. our Cleveland. n • st rededicate :...tselr t.o its 

ot:ri.1 u.Trl. ty G "'.·Je roust stipulate that ·wa are wi.J.ling~ all oi us. to give 

of our tax dollar £0 • the relief and the wol are of all of ou.r citizens. 

Our re..,oons-lbilities do not si;.op at the bounda.r'IJ lines of Shaker Heights 

01.. Clev9land Heights or Peppa1~ Pike. Th J are eount,y~wide,, And if vre 

ca,wot, tor Va?.':lous reasons establish some· form of m:gently . evde, 

r11Ertropolitan gover.nmGnt, the11 at least let us f:~nd ... he ways of' adjusting 

institut:lon af-t,er ·\nst:3 .. tution so that ·we ha.vo one library system and 

not m.an,r, one 1-aegional planning commission and not ~oning boa1 ds for 

each area, ona so!'las of buildi.'lg ordinances and n r:. a thoustlJ."1.d. 

Cleveland •-- the Cleveland, the one city the eity ·ehich would 

perrnj .. t .~ ha ci--rili.zine o:t our people -- om• c.ity l"equires us. Wa must 

b ·t ~-· i e 1 s -i:t. zensV' We must tear down the walls -·.. the wall or teal'~ the 

uaU of econoniics, \>he wall of arbitrary lines t?!! a map, the ger-.ry­

rr~.o.e"·t~Li. political ~ 11 which saparatos us tr r.. thera - ·which separates 

us !ran ourselves ._; be ause ultimateJ..y r at appens • the c:\:ty 

happens to us I£ the ctty rails 1n its ·welfare program, the ova. spill 
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of del:inquenc~ ~ of cr::.rr.e, of truancy will touch us in our submbs,. It 

1-r.i..ll rGiso our taxes It trl.ll weaken otU1 nationG Ultimately, if our 

cit. fr ils in the education of the illiteracy of" the South 0 we 1.<1ill 

p~y thr- pr:' .. ce'" Ul ti1natoly, if CleveL.1.ncl c-an11ot have a clilnato wt1 • ch 

1ill rt tr· ·..,G, ··10w bu.sines.5 we will not be able to Pc\Y the bills which 

·1ceap UE in th~ snbur, f 1• we live off that which the city produces 

\ fe ru...,e :>na, Cla-veland and suburb~ We are one :r and wo must remain one,., 
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