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. - . 
!he leooncl of a Serie• of Illpream.on■ of Oar City 

The 1aple 
IOTI T»r 25, 1962 

labbi Daniel JflN'III Silver 

la Ql1;J Jt,,n leti1M lpr Btm1Dt4., With aw misgiving, the editor 

pend.tted the report to be pihliebad. Be upected a deluge of indignant 

■•1l. He noei'ftd not a letter. .lpparentl.J' Cleftlanclers are satisfied that 

oar oity, like one ot Jobnzv. Appl•••'• fUIOU trees, just grew. Yet it we 

look oaretalq at our put, n quiokq di■oover that Cleveland hu a history-. 

Qllite a fetr tW, tine t.b1J1111 c11d, indHd, happen in oar cit7. 

Wq back. $ea, :: Gleftl.and vu the first comunity in the Western lesene 
to tax tor tba aoboolinl ot the children ot the indigent. When acme of the 

tat cow• ot tu cta.T proteatecl that their bard earned profits ahould not be 
Sff#'"t_..:,,:.,-

Ued tor noh a parpoN, the minister• ot Clneland·got up in their pulpits 
• ~ ~ 

• ~ and called a an • ·nn and par•i.Jllcm1' parsiaoJV'. Good and.- schooling bu 

ewr been a part ot the warp and woof ot Clewl.and_llte, and 10 hu a forth

right pal.pit. * ■ C se tla• JW&b SI a,ltDI& be puah wwwg•t!O.eJJi-

n~ op1y (PE lTlllll.sl'I • t tor qral- IE!E&b&-1 

Later an Clenland apoke its llind an the is- ot ala-.-,. The Western 
•. 

leNrte wu a bot-bed of .&boliU Nnt ..... llWt. We were the northern 

tend.ma8 of the.Underground 1a11.,-. Oar cellars hid•~• escaped el.aw,. Om

• • beat■ and oar ••1lor• ferried tll.10 aero•• to tb• tL•• aoU ot Canada. When 

,- Jlba Brola1 o- to Clneland,-e •1·•-·tr1 .w.ltb a boant,y an h1a head, he wu 



• 

~c&iL. A~ • ••vr ..,.,~ ftt."F,'T 
able tot 11 hie horses fa• 2b 11t1d 111h\t Later, when apprehended, he 

appealed to a Clneland lavy'er to conduct his defense. 
e~D Cleveland from the tirst inaisted that all men were equal. t fl 7 J 

••• IN by right tree ,m••· We were the tirst major northern city to send a 
• colored legislator to our state Rouse. Men ot all colors and ot all creeds 

rout1iz!~ have been elect; to local and state-wide authority. From the 

earq dqs ot the nan, to the Smiths and the Pellays and the Coughlins ot 

the Thirties, to the extremists ot our 01111 dq, 'Mia hate mongers have never 
_1'~u:- ~.,~ been able to ommand Ut 'iln ttt■td 1117 I l I ot illlpressive support. We can be 

proud ot this page ot our history. 

And we can be proud ot the golden page which records honesty in 

govermeut and governaental retorm. The last decadelot the nineteenth century 

and the first decade ot the twentieth have been called by historians "the 

nad:lr of oar national disgrace." These were the decades in which business 

had its hand in the public till, in which railroads were swallowing up .. 
unoon~onable •oanta ot public land, in which the traction companies were 

literal.q taking possession ot the streets of our communities, in which votes 

oOllld be bought, couno:llmen could be bought, privileged legislation could be 

boacht; indeed the State llouea themselves were bought and sold. 

In 1904 t.be crusading editor, Lincoln stettana, published a realistic 
. AM~,4 

and accurate ~coant o~ oit7 gove~nt which he called The ShftM ot fur 
Cit\••• Clneland vu the • shining exception. stettans spoke ot Cleveland 

u the beat governed cit7 in America. •Perhaps,• he added, "the oJU1' well 

1overned city.• We had in the Mqor•• ottice a reformed robber baron, Tom 

Johnson, 11boN credo vaa aillplicit7 itself. •I know that the utility 

OOllpaDiea,• he said, •are a bunch ot thieves and robbers - I was one ot the 
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once." Johnson set out to protect the public welfare .from the greed or the 
0 -,4.,,,~ tew. He ordered an investigation ot the tax duplicate, ¥1 wnich he was able 

to show unbelievable inequities. He saved our laketront from the railroads. 

He saved our streets from the traction companies. He established a municipal 

light plant which produced J tz] t ■td power in competition with the private 

monopolies and whose cost figures provided a gauge against which to measure 

.the exorbitant rate demands of the privately owned utilities. Tom Johnson 

began to do awq with the spoils sy-stem by imposing civil service. He 

brought in experts in the various fields of city administration. He set in 

motion a tradition ot reform, of government or the people and for the people 

which has been by and large the norm ever since. I do not mean that all our 

politicians have been saints -- some have been caught with their hands in 
lll~O • the till - others, I am. ·sure, got their hanas out safely -- but by and large 
" _our government has been honest, it has been dedicated to the public welfare, 

and it has bean forthright in its statements to the citizenry. And by and 

large the citizenry has responded by electing to office men who were dedicated 

to the public interest. The demagogue has never had an easy go of it here. 

Oh, yes, Cleveland has a history. It has a history of free speech; of 
AIJJ) public rostrums on the Public Square which an;yone can mount,,. of civic forums 

which deliberately present both sides of volatile unpopular issues. Cleveland 

bas a history; a history of ministers and college professors, of lawyers and 

civic leaders and of social workers Who joined -with labor to win tor the 

worker his just place in the economic sun. Cleveland has a history of mqors 

who ordered •players to remove ~!s.Ne--•• ••mm, Pinkertons whom they had hired 

u str11ce breakers. Cleveland bas a history, and we can be proud of that 

history. 



• 
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N6-' rl'4'til'f ,,a,nort, u ~ 
Untortunately, I have the teeling that we would like to forget our 

~ 

past -- that many or us would prefer to forget the principles and practices 
VA-) 

on which our city • rounded. 
cp The first glorious page or Cleveland's history reveal• a dedication 

to tree public education or high quality. 
iJ ., .,. ''-'-good education to be haq. thanks to the sacrificial integrity or a noble 

A 
lo&,,. ', t c..A. Tl o• ,.) Ill C L.O-, .-ct'(. ,t F O <-J.Js. ~ P ~ ll,I l L t= tv s-rt ~'I. • 

professio~ I ask 11\Y'Selr where are the graduates or our Cleveland 

schools of twenty-tive years ago? ~ and large they have turned their backs 
\ 

on their alma maters, gone out and founded new schools -- less crowded, less 
AL~ r1 oc=fcN ,_;- A~ A PttA i D ' ltE y /\Cl.L 

colorful schools. Where do we tind·-~-~~ese graduatesk..._ Financing campaigns , ~ c 
"'-"'"'sr .,Jtt'O '--- ,eu,11 P 
't1III- the passage of city school levies• grumbling about the high cost or 

NC,c.llllil+•9 Tl+t;A(, ,:IN O F-rto""' 11\J t1 ,,-'ft 
owning property in the city ;f I which "they have fled,=and ff .lJig 

~~-=- ltAU-f" Oc FAu(._TtD bl'f OJ Q 
um,Q, 1gh1 to -lstszt '51qt aet121i 11.....as. Because 0£ cta:i:a £&ilw a sto•wpay 

h ~ I, I, IC! o A m ~>"' ,< 6 F &, l .. ~ , Al 4 • debt of love and or obligation, we have an aaaobz:on:1:nie eitaatisn 1rbieh 

=!&f Jt(tZ •• oe. Thi ecw1011tteelJy a &,etllbwdly eie!'l8i'"Jeei liwe i:R tb~ 
Ii. /ti IOI 'f tvAnP /\ T~ll\fl 

■r•k•• a.-t~. The schools or our center city must not only educate but -de a 
It'°•'')\, c...i~ .,." o S4C.l'9LL)' Jt£t-n.1.vi:'o &..\II~ A4.~.,. -JVTtnc.-'-y ~m,111 c..,"t'f ,, ·~:'-($ -
A major or social reconstruction -- and we tie their hands. There are 
~ . f\ 

Ll 4..)~ fLOOAJ.' forty-plus children in a city class and only twenty plus a raw in the sctio0is 

of our attluent suburbs. More money in the suburbs than in the city; more 
u,u.4r',_'-Y I> f'-.....A IN 

need 1n the city than in the suburbs. The 111 r I ft e lll'ltftie•alzagle, yet we, the 
71lC/'t#f graduates or the city school~ grumble when the obviou~ is presented to us 

that sane i401C aqattal ls a&tlaccl a, fina.ne:IJag Oiit Schools fifti§t 69 derisod, 
l\0£tul ltlt.-,_f ON'-)! £N rtlkr AN • T ,.-11 "l that social need can be met if' the wealth or the a1le county is taxed, 

~ 

AID IA. C.f't 

C.1Tt S.c..,u,04,.Jt Q.ca.1 .. " fZCi- 11\0A.te- ,r...c/le' N~; (.C;:-:U 1ttlt-l\J ~LJ8'10~"'nl C<.AOOlS . ''-H- '<. s; mt omestiou tam+, !.I not &q&ZI! t lthe eha:t!teuge9" sf 1'ha el 16". 
,,..,.,.,~ ""-•- CSE J\-11·•"·•A(St.G" O""'-L IF &.oAe or -r-ttt" 11Bu11of\-.v,e- , F-- ,t1e- .SuBJ~Q...S. 

~N 1 es! m•a ot edngptl• J trn, of •••a;- et.hep £111stc er ca hfst'otwy. ~"" .c. ,P~Nt 0 

~TO 
t ~o,M-n 

&(Tt, 
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At, 1Jtt1 o-Ji\ 1t.ec..on,- or~ 1t,f1> elt'u,wTE?~CP ~We once prided ourselves.,at g~p sympathetic help to the less fortunate, to A ,-., 

the new immigrant, to those of other colors and of other skins. I e:olc you 

t6 -1ead of the5iraglef"football which ha.s ""booM made oI cfur Wli£!•e prcgPrun. 
11'1 I\ '-OtJl\l'MJtlt'r'( W~\'-"- ft-LU:.'T'~ Dt\Jt.."( ~'o7 .• F' /V\l-~cr)\U& SuSS1s ·1~1\1C.€ Can wf'~aim the mantle of chari ty4' .,-- we who insist that artificially drawn 70 ,'t~ I"\ J\' 'C:.A,u·J · \/,~14,o? w~LFI\Wl.r' .__/ -r(l 1j)f: 4'vf$CLJC:.S ~I\\ ()1.)R.._ .5cl(...(l}L • ? municipal lines •st determine who shall pay the burden of welfare. 'What Ltt.S E .s • 

/\ 
Ti,.. E ~y N ti... IAJ()o 1-0 /'tN • W~~ W, ,- 1-t ..S:o.M E lht=,t ~ ll ~ E OF does our present fragmented tax structure insure?_, That the poor must pay ,nw.-M OIU4.-y 

~ ", ~ Ito ti ~ ~t- t ~Cf'L-A,il t,1-0 w poor relief Ma 'ih.-t the wealthy escape that burden. .ARa e• ••• aave "bhe cl! • -=-- a ~ • ¼c(s:•~tlCfUAst>&""9' )?OLl "'"tl<..AL Feo,aAL~ ~ 'TlJ.1 ~E-, fl- (.,.ji' ~ · Hc•at ,~-ct.LIIV~ vl\J ;.,...=,rt,~ c__ (e"'-.l, IVl:. tnaaie anat:ht oniSM ,of a p1:eg1am Bf7oh1t l!ltj•eom1ty NE!lfa:re bemg broken in 
(2._~ ~ 10 • .t-·N., A t_..~.JN 'i1_ ~N~1LLc.Nt, ,tf\J., v1' AB,~ ro o, ~'-'L~ t,,lorte- Tt'lflAJ /H>M 1 ,u1-..· ifl) u: ss ,v tw beoaune th& cits; reel ieg un:der four depressions in rour years, cannot 
,k~ ~€~l~~ ~no~~Af'l-1 

.-pa:, lbs ehene. Even if some temporary political accorrrodation is achieved it 
will not materially change the fundamental cruelty that the richest suburb in 

A~il\."SI the nation truces itself only for ~~s nonexistent welfare needs while the 
T{cL• t

1
~ poverty knowing metropolis 11tte• shouldersthe lion's share of t~e ao.A af 

~•~e~elitt.an ■ eed. 
f t'l\U~~i.,e; 

~ftfC..& 4-L We are guilty of tolerating the growth of a,.c1a:,s 

SG.taaMon such as never has existed before. Why? Because you and I and all 

those who are like us, 4tll bhoao nhw are f:c banabe- a:s we H'e tel L e:abe, have 

for all too many years now turned away from responsibility, built for ourselves 
conveniently isolated and herinetically sealed suburbs and deluded ourselves 

that we can somehow live off the city and take advantage of its cultural and 

economic activities, but bear no responsibility for the slum conditions 

incident on urban life, for the poverty of the displaced worker or the illiteracy 
'iW'"lC..o~lf't:> \111~,'ief ·nt6 F1t1t.m ti~NO>- rtli" /Afe..;_T~P f?::>rt. o ~ Fl'\(.TOn..i~" , which has be&R lilPougat to n.s fren iiRe Soath and •he ec1dur·sbMes. We are at 

fault, we and our prejudices and our smugness! We are at fault -- we who have 

turned away from responsibility -- we who have turned away from a proud history, 
,,, 11;. '"' we who have connived to ..,w penciJlllll lines tlwe~~k our common possessions --

'-' ~r~ Tltl't7 t ttl~ a· ll .tr 7tt1\-'1 lines which establish tttat •it•• e is not one city ~ut fo,rty -- -W.l!t Cleveland I s 
"-

• 
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problems are no longer ours. 

Cleveland's history today is a tale of two cities. In the center city 

ninety-nine percent of those who income is in the lowest tenth percentile of 

our economy live. In the center city fifty percent of the dwellings are 

over forty years of age. In the center city live over ninety percent of 

those on relief. In the suburbs there is wealth. In the suburbs there is 

opportunity. In the suburbs there is abundance. In the suburbs there is a 

blindness, a contagious blindness to responsibility. 

I have in my possession a document written forty years ago last month 

by the Chamber of Commerce. It is called Political Consolidation, Cleveland's 

Most Pressing Need. It was written on the occasion of a proposal to annex 

L~wood and vest Park to the city proper. I would like to read to you two , F I Tja 

paragraphs,ot J±. 

As the commercial development or Cleveland grows, more and more , 
or its citizens are compelled to seek homes in its suburbs with a 
resulting effect on the standard of the citizenship of the city. A 
constantly increasing number of those whose daily work and business 
is in the larger city and whose welfare and prosperity is materially 
affected by the city conditions, find themselves denied a voice in 
determining its p~litics or selecting its government. 

Everyone who lives, works, or who has his business within the 
metropolitan district should be concerned by its social welfare and 
commercial prosperity. To legally deny himself the right of a voice 
in 1he government of the larger unit is a shirking of his responsibility. 
The political unity of the entire metropolitan community is essential 
to the development of its commerce, · its industry, and its social 
activity. 

We are of the opinion that the artificial bo1U1daries existing 
between Lakewood, West Park and Cleveland now serve no good purpose 
and that, where there were doubtless at one ti.me many good reasons 
why these three communities should be separate administrative units, 
the rapid growth of the entire metropolitan area in the last decade 
has removed these reasons and now the colTllTlunities should become one 
politically as they are now one in fact. 

We, therefore, recommend to the voters of West Park, Lakewood and 
Cleveland that they vote "Yes" on the annexation proposals which will 
appear on the ballot at the next general electio,n, November 7th. 
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~ IV V• 
The voters voted "No," as they have voted" 0 11 on every annexation~ every 

-r~~ 
metropolitan government proposal of ~he¥a,st forty years, ad I ask myself 

Wzy. Is it that we do not know the facts, the anachronism of volunteer fire 

departments and of one-man police forces in a metropolitan area; the 

anachronism of a billion dollar cultural center which must be inundated 

every time there is a minor f"lood because ..:.Ure outlying suburbs cannot agree 

on I/IJ/ll joint sewer development; the anachronism of chaotic zoning restrictions 

which destroy every beautification program? Is it that we lack knowledge of 

the facts? Seven .years ago the Metropolitan Commission spent half a million 

dollars developing these facts, publishing the facts, making known the 

obvious, and their proposals were voted down. Are we afraid that a metro-
w,1:11 fvocL.0 .C{; 

politan fonn of government ~ a new tax structure -4ss more costly? It would 

be worth it even so, but the simple truth is that it costs far more to begin 

program, a service program, a sewage program, an 

educational program than it does to enlarge an already well defined system. 
Se:-n.v , c.., ~ 

It has cost us far more to set up local ga,.101.11llltonts than it would have to 
~\_sn,lc., 

extend.iihe city government. What then is the reason? The reason touches 

our psychology. It lies with our fears. It is illustrated by our attempts, 

pathetic though they be, to immunize and isolate ourselves from the roiling 

tensions of the city. Our reason is cowardice, a desire to nee, to be 
JI 6-A I A>~ 1' 

excused from, to build walls against. Against what? Suffering humanity l 
/' 

~c.Aillf." Need l ~ have escaped. We have turned our backs, and no amount of moneys 

given lietsr to charity excuses us of this original and elemental fault in our 

civic character. For forty years the obvious has been known. For forty 

years we~ Clevelander~ have refused to accept elemental right and elemental 

need. 
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Cleveland -- 1962 is a beggar city. Cleveland -- 1962 is a pauper. 

Ninety-five percent of the monies spent on our highway construction have 

come from Federal and State funds. Fifty-three percent of the monies spent 

on welfare have perforce come from other purses than our own. Sixty percent 

of the monies spent for slum clearance and housing redevelopment have come 

from outside the city. 
-Cleveland -- 1962 is a city moving into the future with baby steps, 

and the future is passing us by. Only :in Cleveland do we have an Innerbelt 

which goes halfway- around the city. Only in Cleveland do we have a West Side 

Rapid which goes halfway- to the airport. Only in Cleveland have we razed 

land for new low-cost housing and been unable to raise \-~~g on even half 

of the available land. Only in Cleveland do we have a major downtown renewal 

which after five years is still on the drawing board. It is not the fault 

of the city. It is not the fault of a dishonest administration. • It is not 'the. , - A\)L( u 

~ blind obstinacy on the part of those who have been in control of government --
E. II'• "1 e-A 6 q 76 ,,._ o -I e ft H t"'IU . .i.u:1 Q. CV they have been willin~. It is the fault of a city which has f:rea bit_ .. llii ed, 

divided as to its interests. It is the fault of a city where the press, 

where business, where the men of public life are not of one mind and of one 
heart. -:xr ,s Tit£ f'Ao t..1' I ,:: ,,_ u Tv /fV ,-r f,f ~ , i,,.A N '/ HAU- -tt IJ-Q7 t: P u <12 t!:: ~ 

1 
Jw, v t'tA04' 1tr11 r> ltudfjfb ir'Cleveland has been a city of divided councils .. of halfway 

" j, measuresL , C ; t-~1eh1g e.l'J'PiiiA •• llliGfr;t:,ra; and one by one other communities 
I 

fr' .J ",, .. ~,, have passed us by, built buildings while we have vaea1&t parking lots, esta-
"' 

blished new industry while we complain of the shutting down of outmoded 

plants, established the fundamentals of the future, while we argue where the 

f'uture is to be located. 

Cleveland, nzy- friends, cannot remain a great city unless it soon takes 
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stock of itself, unless we now, ll.Qli, take stock of ourselves. Cleveland 

cannot have greatness if there are forever to be two Clevelands. Cleveland 
WE" ff A t: (... n ·,~c:ttJ. 

cannot be a great city if it¼& ~e ~& a split-level~. some with their 

heads high in the air, some with their feet deep in the gutter. Either we 

are one -- and we admit the serious problems which must be faced and we face 

them -- or we are nothing, because those of us who seek to escape will find 

that there is no escape. Delinquency cannot be kept in the central wards. 

Lack of economic progress will affect us in our pocketbooks. Economically, 
SO(...eAL ~RC-T socially, morally every i.Jldiiin points up one certain truth, that we must 

admit our common problems and solve them in common. 
~ The tragedy of all of this is that it's very hard to~ angry with our 

fellow Clevelanders. Cleveland is a good city of good people. The average 

Clevelander has involved himself deeply in voluntary welfare programs. '::qfe 

h»: u; kntf aePfi, 
I.J t <.AN s~ 

He has some accomplishment to point to. 
A 

(ll.c.ut,f, e>F t..f t~ 01< 11t:p Aff!,- A-<
He can be proud 

of this great University Circle complex which spreads out about us. There is 

nothing like it in our country. But I ask myself is this of the suburb or 

of the city, and I remind myself always that less than one half of one percent 

of the gvaduates of our city schools will be enrolled next year in our cultural 

center universities. I remind myself that so much of what takes place here 

meets the cultural needs of the Heights, not of the depths. It has been 
~~i:,tz& I ) $F Ttlt? designed for the "haves" rather than for the "have-nots." lt i:, a f:tP■i step, =: ::;;•-;..rQll11f"t;::' .f k'C ~t#\i:!,f'l-~~ep. ~;1:":1.!,A~-~ .,.,:;,, ,/~as1 '7u re 

Cleveland stands at the threshhold of a new era. We A8t}8 IF • □ffl:!rance 

,w\{ b to in ,'t I' tbat :iha irl:tt:we i a ours. Cleveland can take a toboggan slide into nat:hid\8111 e~ 
U-JnB lir Cleveland can MTe, as it has in the past, from strength to strength. ake 

no mistake about it, Cleveland will progress only as we recapture the vitality 
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"> 1t.P r ,1 £ r=-, n t- H tt LE w• f\ '( f" A LLd\· 1· \ li t 
of our history, a sense of moral viture, ..r;,i civic passion, •f 1'1&.m: syMpathy 
/)\.~ f\ ~""' ri ~,..s. vo LO ~ t, E f\.. F-1 '--'- -, a-,c: ~, ·L l. . f , ,f-\ eo.__ vv ~ w , '-A. e E ~ tt o(.. c He" ~ r r ...P 

which tnts ever boon sJ:amental ansi---WA.ieh must ba.,el emental. and wbicb I am 
L\11~1:~ a"a'l oott tte- Aa, f'T"Tf\'-'1 AA.ft-"{ ,~flJ-c Ff\ AL Lo,.; e-~ > ,.ic..i=: 

confideM can again enll o on and m@,i,r1 ~Pe•too. 

JJrribay ___ N_o_v_. _2_3_,1_9_62 __ 

t,uubay NOV. 25,1962 

m~nlit _lU~O pali.t1tb away t~ts lllttlt 

MAURICE MASCHKE 
ROLINDA HAYS JOSEPH 
HELEN LEVINE 
JOSEPH FRIEDMAN 
SALLIE GREENFIELD 
SOPHIE MITNICK MIRMAN 
HARRY M. MYERS 
EMIL REISZ 
ANNETTE C. KOBLITZ 
MARKS. BERK 
JAY MILTON THURMAN 
FRANCES A. HARTZ 
DOROTHY GIMP JACOBSON 

1iiiiR7H. KABAT 

.SA-fV\ l</M AN 

lahririta 
MORRIS ELSNER 
ARTHUR FEIBER 
ROSE A. HARTZ 
FANNY GOLDHAMER 
ADELE BERGER 
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c... tJ 

As the commercial development or Cleveland grows, more and more of its 

citizens are compelled to seek homes in its suburbs with a resulting effect 

on the standard of the citizenship of the city. A constantly increasing 

number or those whose daily work and business is in the larger city and whose 

welfare and prosperity is materially affected by the city conditic>ns, find 

themselves denied a voice in determining its politics or selecting its 

government. 

" Everyone who lives, works, or has his business withi~ the metropolitan 

distr.ict--of:::Cleue1•~d should be concerned nits social welfare and commercial 

prosperity. To legally deny himself the right or a voice in the goverurnent 

or the larger unit is a shirking of his responsibility. The political unity 

of the entire metropolitan community is essential to the development of its 

commerce, industry and ' social activity. 

We are of the opinion that the ~rtificial boundaries existing between 

Lakewood, West Park and Cleveland now serve no good purpose and that, where 

there were doubtless at one time many good reasons why these three communities 

should be separate administrative units, the rapid growth of the entire 

metropol~n area in the last decade has removed these reasons and now the 

communities should become one politically as they a.re now one in fact. 

We, therefore, recommend to the voters or West Park, Lakewood and 

Cleveland that they vote "Yestt on the annexation proposals which will appear 

on the ballot at the next ·general election, November 7th. 



-

,,, 

-



\ 

◄ ◄J-



,, 

t 4 



...... ~ • ......... .J ~ 7 ,4. " 

P,aQ d tl t~ 

a 
Q, • .. ' 

J h - & 
~-✓ u 



( 

----..--......... .:.:.:.~. 

I 

J 

( 



( 

, 

·-----------
------------





Reassessment of Dogma 

Obsolescence, however, can't be removed from the systems of people 
unless it is first removed from the minds of people. And so we must 
rethink our inherited beliefs, first, by charging ourselYes with 
comprehensive knowledge of today's conditions; second, by objectively 
resolving that personal dogma which obstructs solutions to human suffering 
needs modification; and finally, by asking ourselves: 

Do we really believe that government p·lanning in the welfare field 
is too socialistic to be tolerated? 

Do we really believe that all welfare problems are the sole 
responsibility of the municipality in which they occur? 

Do we really believe that public services should be second-class 
services? 

Do we really believe that local gover~nts as presently organized 
are capable of handling all the problems that relate to health and 
welfare? 

Do we believe that 'trained professional leaders who 11 ve in the 
suburbs have no responsibility for central city political, educational, 
health and welfare problems? 

Do we believe that real estate ta~es will forever be able to bear 
all of the costs of local government now assigned to them, and that the 
amount of local welfare activity should be restricted to what we can 
finance through prpperty taxes? 

Do we believe that individuals are completely responsible for 
their own welfare? 

Do we believe that the unemployed are entirely to blame for their 
predicament ? 

Do we believe that the Negro is responsible for his present 
condition? 

Do we .believe that adequate educational opportunity is 
currently provided to qualify urban students for the responsibility 
the times deuand of them? 
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Do we believe that serfdom incident to race, lack of skill, family 
origin, ill health, physical handicap, age, illegitimacy, orphancy, or 
widowhood is tolerable merely because it occurs under the aura of 
democracy in a central metropolitan city? 

Well, if we do, then Emerson was right: "The end of the human 
race will be that it will eventually die of civilization." 
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