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TAKING STOCK OF 1964 

December 27, 196§' 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

A year ago this month President Johnson described 1963 as the most prosperous year 

in our history. If so, 1963 1s record was short-lived. The year just past added 

an extra layer of frosting to the cake. The Gross National Product, the key 

index of our economic well-being moved up during the year at a comfortable rate 

of some 4%, its steepest rate of climb in the past dozen years. At the year's 

end all the major indicators of the stock market were at, or near, all time 

highs; indicating not onzy record corporate profits, but that the financial 

co ·ty was confident that our good fortune would last well into 1965. ow, 

prosperity is always welcome - but it became increasingzy clear during the year 

that or good fo rtune, though widespread, was no universal. A million American 

families , one in every five, supported themselves an income o less than 

3,000 a year. Our econo c growth created 1,500, 00 new jobs durin 1964, stil 

4,000,000 ericans were unemployed - 510 of our total labor force. There as a 

comfortable America njoying all the decencies, and there was a disadv ta ed 

eric; grey tenements, cold water flats, endemic unemployment, children who 

aver three squ re meals a wee~; c ildren who receive no ore tan the eq iv-

alent of t ird-grade education. 

s 1 reported to ave said that t e poor shall always be among yo. sed 
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amenities, stagnation, a destruction of motivation. If we wish to confront the 

prob l em of poverty in the midst of abundance, we must attack directly the 

social blight and the cultural disadvantage which it breeds. Our schools must, 

in many cases, take the place of parents, if only to provide the light and 

heat in which a child may study. The community must provide job re-training 

for the manual laborer who has been displaced by automation, and, in many cases, 

provi de basic courses in literacy and reading skills . There must be vocational 

idance and counseling advice as to availabl e medical and psychiatric services . 

The famili es of the other America must have broader horizons . Children and 

ad lts must be int roduced to the world of learning and the world o books; to 

such a simpl e thing as dequate speech, so that they can make their houghts 

and their requests or emplo ent understood . e must broaden their horizons . 

They must be he ped i to the American dre • 

During 196 , the Congress began to recognize ne d . Late in the summer the 

conomic Opportuni t ies Act, t e so-cal ed War ill, w passed. t 

it is not yet a war on poverty - perhaps it is best escribed as ask rmish 

·t pove t . Neither Congress nor he dminis t ation h s made it clear that it 

is ·1 n to invest he huge urns of money and the adequate npo e, to 

ccomplish th t sk. If tis job is to b done, or entire tax structure wil 

h v to b re oriente. e ro ession 1 s il wil have to be devised and 

men d women t r ind t great cot. econ tant cop ins o t e thin-lip ed 

and 

V 

hop 

lo 

I 

t 0 

s , t ose w oh non ctthe i pl 1k o h ndness, wil 

0 mt ut do • t t i ob t o b e only 

d pry t 

ry · h t it 

0 t 

t 

, n 

cl r 

o pove ty i 

d, p io · t o 

t 

t o 

t on' 

urg n ie 

lie • 

or 

r ent 

an piec o c 

......... , ..... ni tr tion. 

oft ' reat oci y, 1 t 

r ly n in1 tr t on 

n 



- 3 -

taken office with the public so uncertain as to its basic point of view. This is 

largely due to the nature of the past election. Senator Goldwater may have 

voiced many of the hesitancies and the frustrations, many of the prejudices and 

much of the belligerency of some Americans. He failed, utterly, to suggest 

alternative choices. There was no debate. 'I'he election campaign lacked a focus . 

The President was able to slip through on the issue of prosperity. No one wanted 

to rock the boat and claim f or himself the mantle of President Kennedy 1s phil­

osophy. This was unfortunate . A democracy requires this quadrennial exercise 

in self-awareness, a regular updating of its thinking. However success_ul, an 

Administration must be challenged to justify its policies and to make clear its 

program. This justification simply did not take place . 

The election campaign of 1964 had one otl er unfortunate effect. It seriously 

weakened our t~o -party system of gover env . 

man who was a nority choice within their o 

_ Republicans chose to run a 

t and the election carnage 

is well own . Today, the Republican p rty controls less than one seat in our 

in the Congress , and only 17 of 50 governor 1s chairs . They lost control o I 

to-thirds o the state leg· tu.res - in man of which they had beens fe ly 

entrenched. ith the Federal Courts enforcin state-wide re-apportionment t eir 

loss s wil b otill gre ter. ow n ton requires lo oppo ition. T'ne 

·nority part tr 1 ea eriou deba e to the basic ass pt ons of the 

Ex cutive. On thi a can a concensus be evolved - only in this y ar 

th u me so th t e the people can listen to the problems nd 1 our 

coll ctiv nd. 
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ther 1 11 ttle indication that th Republican rty as l arn 

on o t 1 c o itizenship. After the election, there~ much talk 

o zi r -appraisal; but, as far as I have been able to se, this 

- ppr l as deteriorated into a hunt tor the scalp of th c airman 

p bllc tional Committee. The Republican Party unfortunat I 



- 4 -

to include a heavy percentage of heavy contributors who would rather be doctrin­

arily consistent than politically effective. I am afraid that tl::e Grand Old 

Party is suffering from an aggravated case of hardening of the arteries and 

unless there is a seriorninjection of youth and of vigor and of a new seriousness 

and an w sense of national purpose, I would not be at all surprised if in the 

next four years or in the next decade, at least, a new second party would emerge 

on the American scene. Democracy requires it. The people will see to it. If 

the minority party as it is now constituted continues to default on its res­

ponsibilities, a new opposition will be created. 

The campai of 1964 introduced a new term into our vocabulary - back-lash . 

Back- lash ras a creation of the pollsters, and, by the way, a lin istic 

monstrosity. It ·s a e phenis coined o describe the prejudiced hite an who 

i prepared to go against an political par y ic seem to give opportunity 

to the e ro. Back-lash bee ,e popular we Gove or all.ace o labama c -

pai ned in isconsin, Indiana and Maryland , lackin every important 

ere ential for a esidential candidate except his racial demagoguery, received 

a sizeable vote. Fortunately, when the chips were down, when Americ knew it 

s voti or a c did te, and not simply voting peeve back-lash vanished, but 

not b or it ad two erious side-ef ects. It mislead the Republican Party as 

to its camp trate to th confusion of the Republican Party and it cause 

on w te con sions rather than on egro progr ss. lo 

So 

s to concent 

o t ymbol o e civil ri ts struggle duri 1964 was the image o 

r ort r it rvi hit housewi eon a city toop and list n1 to her 

y bout h 1bil1 ty of a egro family moving into the neighborhood. 

i 1 upo our own uncertaintie and ambivalence in the area of race, 

or , ot on~ b caus it gav to these uncertainties a dignity which 
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they did not deserve, but because it caused us to overlook some major progress 

in the area of civil rights. 

During 1964 the 24th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States became 

law - an amendment which prohibits the Poll Tax. In 1964, the President of the 

United States, signed an executive order ordering the various departments of 

our government to cut off funds to any agency, to any state, to any building 

contractor, to any hospital, to any school which discriminates in its policies, 

or admissions, or residence, or sale. If prejudice was to remain, it was to 

become an expensive luxury. Early in 1964, you will recall, the Civil Ri hts 

people took to the streets, and their voice was heard. By late summer Congress 

had finally freed President Kenedy's Civil Rights Bill from dilatory committees 

and it was passed. No one could, for any reason, be re used residence in a hotel 

or a seat in a restaurant simply because o hi color. The United States Govern-

en could take action a a.inst unions which barred egroes from their membership. 

The United States Government would initiate action against votin registrar who 

had separate racial requirements for the enrollment of egro and of the white. 

Few of us have recog zed the importance of this Civil Rights Bill. In my humble 

opinion, it marks a ., tershed in our legal development. When the Supreme Court 

t con titutionality o the public accommodations title of this Act late 

i t , th Court, in feet, subordinated property rights to human r hts. 

Co t co o realize that property laws had, in effect, been a shield 

rop tote inh rited pat rns of prejudice within the community. A man 

co to th o who stood before the registration desk, 'i you don't get 

o o r , I' 11 c 11 th police and have you arrested for trespassi • ' Today 

lie b 1ne t be public . In effect, the Courts have moved the law over 

o i o cane; th have opened up th protection and force o the law 

o t o , to th di tr ss d and to the push d out. In ef ect, w can 
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now have a ci vi l rights struggle of Americans for American decency - rather 

than a racial revolution which must beat down the I.aw and use the heavy club 

of civil disobedience t o ef fect its ends. When President Johnson signed the 

Civil Rights Act he said; "this Act is intended not to divide but to end 

di visfon, " and, in m humble opinion, the Act oes f ar towards making possible 

the dream of a united and f ree America. 

Thee has been progress in the area of civil rights during 1964 but that is not 

to say that the civi l r i ghts st ruggle is won. It has hardly begun. Washington 

has acted . Cleve and has barely s t irred. There has been liness and there has 

been violence and t ere will be further violence, I am afraid. But the law has 

wung to the side of the pet itioner, of the man in need. Human rights take 

precedence over pr oper y ri hts. America will emerge rom this period of turmoil 

and of confusion. 

There was gliness in the racia p ct ure d • 19(54. One picture recurs: t he 

sc ne is a ·ssissippi cou:r.t roo. ~on de la Beckwit is to be tried f or the 

r er o CP or ganizer, ed er Evers. The court seeks to impanel a jury. 

prosec tor turns to a pr ospective juror: 'do you believe that it is a crim 

• si s1 p or ite t o kill a e ro?' '1h j ror is silent. '!he judge 

l ...... ~ ... lw' o er to the prosec or and say , ' at di the juror say'l' ' ot bing, ju e, 

' try:L to e up n • ' 

te n o e part o Amer caw r tryi to make p their n s 

i n ct , _ . ..., o color, thro out th world had mad up 

t t it a no lon er going to be the dominant orce in our 

Iner i ly, r ce h b co the crucial di vi ion in international a air , 

r d ov r loo t i to our own hurt. rly in th year Chou En Iai 

to d 70, 000, 000 llow-Chin at the So iet Communist Party was seeki 

ric c ord in order to dominat the world. Tmagln th 

r o t 1 charge ot conspiracy. Somehow t e two gr at opposi fore 
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of the world are meeting clandestinely in order to dominate the world. To 

dominate whom? The colored man. The man of color. Only a racial paranoia 

could imagine that such a conspiracy could, in fact, exist. Yet, Chou En Lai 

spent the better part of the year traveling in Indonesia, in Egypt and A~eria, 

and peddling exactly this racist theory. I have long believed that race lies 

at the very base of Sino-Soviet split - tj:iough that split is historically ex­

plainable as a battle over the wind-swept center plateau of Asia. There is 

battle also for spheres of influence in India and Southeast Asia; but the venom 

with which it is bein fought - a venom hardly mellowed by a shared ideology -

can be explained only on the basis of the racial division. 

Race placed a major and unfortunate part in our world's af airs during 1964. 

rly in the year, race was the dynamite cap which exploded the 'Yankee Go ome' 

mobs in Panama. Race was certainly at the basis o t e char es ma.de so forcefully 

and with so much overstatement int e Unit tions last month a ainst the 

Unit d States and Be ium because o the Co oar-lift . 

y re the dark nat on 

a man of color. Is it 

of Afr ca o opposed to • Tshombe? e i, after all, 

cau e he was the ront man to Belgian minin intere ts 

n Kat a ew years o? ardly. lallY rican leaders were in earlier 

colonial gove nm nts. ere is the reason. en Tshombe came back to power in 
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o t year, once the United Nations troops had been removed rom the 

olidi id hi pow r by hiring mercenaries . Whom did he hire? ite. 
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t nation? o the Union of outh Africa and rom Southern 
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United States suggested a mercy airli t. Later in the spring there was an up­

rising of a fanatic sect in Kenya and Uganda; there was great bloodshed, and 

no one in the United States suggested a mercy airlift. Throughout the year 

there was bloodshed and blood-letting between the various tribes of the little 

nation of Ru.rundi, between pygmy and giant, and no one in the United States 

suggested a mercy airlift. Over the past few years there has been vast blood­

letting in the Congo and no one suggested an airlift. Only when there were 

white host es, only when white men's lives were in danger, did the United 

States bestir itself for an airlift. Now we know the decencies o our own 

for ign policy. We lmow our foreign aid program. We know how we ave been 

the basic inancial supporter of the United Nations. We know the tens of 

thousands o ac ts of mercy for which in vidual ericans and organizations 

have been responsible . The black n sees onzy, tat in our eyes a whites ·n 

seems to be worth ore than ab ck one . B ev • Chou En Lai, • asser, 

d • Ben Bel ah an the ot ers ho exploit t s racist line are making t e 

mot of this ch re. 

oda , en C"nou speaks, es eaks with added authority. This year 

ina xpl.ode nuclear device and joine the so-called nuclear club. er 

vo c ll b heard, not only becaus of the vast population which is hers, 

b t b 0 h power now joined to these n bers . it t a Asia exp1 ion, 

0 pr t n ion o our past polic were wiped o t. e were prou a y ar 

0 n in r , ter y ar of p tient con erence, a li ·t d t st ban 

tr t . 0 t 1 tr ty 1 er p of paper. Chine nuclear ash is in 

ir, nc llou wi l oon be. ow lo wil it be befor y oslavia, 

don join cl b c ance of olocau tial w r are now 

gh r. e h v al.mo t twenty y are sine t en 0 he cond 

0 r 1 tt rs b tw n t two gr at pow rs. n 

0 , t r a real opportunity to organi z the in trum n-

0 or or r. 0 Y, tt r re far or complic te. Tn ru 
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of political life is towards a decentralization of power . In the West, France 

is walliin alone. China walks her own way in the East . The ATO nations are 

increasingly restive under our strategic leadership . The Warsaw-pact nations 

are increasingly restive under Russian leadership . Multi -national nuclear 

power will increase this al ng away . The world seems to have returned to 

the condition of 1910 and 1930 - Conueries o bickering, quarrelin nations , 

each seeking its individual greed . The world has ew, if any, instrumen~alities 

which can band th se nations together, and the nations pay little more than lip 

service to those that exist . We missed a olden opportunity these last twenty 

years . T'ne Cold ar was a costly political indu ence or both t U. S. and 

the U. S. S. R. The task now 11 be in initely re di fie t, and, rankly, 

I h v not heard of an of the great leaders o our orld insisting th t 

peace i the sen ial ne d d hat is na on repared to ive up this 

n th o its p ero tive other nations o si ·1ar in order to 

str n then the United tions on an o her inst ntality of peace . Those 

0 do pa d many ni h mare durin • d centr 

tio o po er and e rsome power int e and of un table nations an rratic 

o h 
• e sa a ro n lack o control over events on th rt o 

t St ts 0 t o 1 et Uni on . Lit le Roumani a chal en d h 

za-

Sovi on t ec o c polici and r fuse to go wit t Soviet equiv -

th Co r et . Kru C e co l not o d t e lory that was tal:tn' • 

C on t b C an he 11. re was a i lar C n ov t e 

tr 0 C • o-c l d ee will not dance to our tun I I 

, hv not awn the cons quenc 0 thi do n ton r -

t 1 til t e ot in our y in I do- ina. 

t co tour Indo- Chin e milit ry t ro 

b 1 • o valid r on to rush 1 ter t 

c d e mill tary tre to pull 1 t ott. I know ot no 
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other American military undertaking which, from the beginning, was so obtusely 

and inadequately handled. No one made it clear to the American people why we 

envolved ourselves in Southeast Asia. We have no traditional interests there. 

We certainly did not move into South Yiet Nam to protect democracy and freedom. 

Ngo Diem was a.n absolutist. 111s rule was autocratic. Su.re:cy- we did not go 

into South Tiet Nam in order to protect the free-enterpriee system. South Viet 

Nam's economy is feudal - was and is feudal. What then? I have always suspected 

that we went into South Viet Nam because of a geography lesson which the erst­

while Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, gave to the American people a 

dozen years ago . . e pulled down, as it were, a map in his of ice - a map on 

w ich all the Connnu.nist states had been colored in red . He drew a line around 

these states and said : ' thus far shall the come and no further , all that is 

outside this line, we will protect .' There were no equivocations - no ifs , 

ands, or buts , no quail cation a 0 to the kind o overrunent, the qualit 01 

the econom , the will of the people involved. would protect everyt ing out-

side this circle from : atev r e claimed was Co~u ... u. ... ist whether t e people 

envolved wi led it o not . e ent into Sou h Viet am to draw 11 es on our 

maps he results are patently clear. e generals of the outh ietname~e 

a have to d us point bank. 'We want no more of your domination.' 'Call 

b ck your pro-counsels; t South Viet am ind its own political d stin .' 

h d iti is on t e wall . e iet Con is outnumbered five to one - b t 

t Ye on t e major victories . There were, in 1964, ive governmental 

h -up in Saigon and no one has been able to gain the upport of the ietnamese 

o 1 . dwri ti i on the wall . I have long urged publicly the 

u r 

t To 
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th s entire area. I urge it now and I urge it before it i too 

esi ent Johnson is at the apogee of his power . 1th this stre th 

11-out in stride. Potential McCarthy will howl and there will 
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be cries of treason, the usual thing, but I believe that the .American people 

are mature enough to under stand that the price of escalating the war is not 

worth the prize - that we would have to commit our entire army to jungle 

warfare in the most i mpassable t errain in the world in order to conquer this 

nation, and that even i f we could conquer it, we can not possess it. The 

countryside supports the Viet Cong . A conquered nation sooner or later rebels. 

If we take the easy way out , or what t he war-hawks tell us is the easy way out, 

and unleash our atomic weapons, what of our own homes? The prize is not worth 

the price . The longer t he President waits the more lives are lost needlessly. 

The lo er we wait, the more difficult a pull-out will be, the st ronger the 

cries of the reactionar ies , the great er their appeal to an American people which 

has never known defeat - which does not yet understand t he strict limitat i ons 

o our power . 

ineteen sixty- four, f riend , was a f at ye r. ineteen sixty-four was a year 

in ich our homes were not i mmediately t hreatened. Though our prof essional 

armies • ere involved in Sout heast Asia, t here seemed to be peace. Yet , 196 

w s anythi but a carefree year. iolence seemed to be its dominant el ent . 

read o b oodshed and blood-letting in Cyprus, the Congo, Kenya, Uganda, 

T-~~ani , Z zibar, Sout i et am, in Iaos, Indonesia, Malaysia, in ingapore, 

u 

oi 

1 , 

0 

0 

, nezu la, and on o r s t reets. The exhaustive report of t he arr n 

ion on t ssassinati on of President Kennedy, was, in a we.y, s bollc o 

. 11 oder c olarship it was erudite and ext ensive, but , I 

tr h e read this entire report, when all t he acts are known 

o little more ow to control the patholo and the violence hich 

d th t 1 our dilema. 

l 5. llv in a world of many ware. We tive in world ot 

• e live in a orld w ere many p ople r 1 nd 
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ruled by megalomaniacs and demagogues. We live in a world which is grasping and 

greedy. We live in a world which is not at peace with its prejudices; nor at 

peace with its own decency. For all our knowledge, we have not yet learned to 

control human pathology and human violence. We write about it, but, frankly, 

we do pathetical little about it, and that is our challenge. As the new 

year dawns we can do no better than to re-dedicate ourselves to the building 

of w oleness . Let us begin in our own homes, in the raising of children in 

love and decency. Let us begin in our cities in the war against poverty and 

blight and sq alor . Let us begin in our national policy and work towards a 

policy beyond the stockpiling o.r arms to an understanding of our nation's, 

and every nation ' s responsibility, co-existence; the building of brides 

and world order. 

ineteen sixt - four was a sobering year, but we are alive. 

e pra that t e d.nd God who ives us this new y ar will 

A new year dawns . 

ve u the stren th 

to meet its c alle es an to live uring he n 

citizenship. 

year with a finer degree of 
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