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WINSTO • SPE CER CHURCHILL 

Reflections on Greatness 

The Temple 

Sunday, January 31, 1965 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

One of the truly great men of the age is dead and this past week 

we ave been television spectators at the pomp an circumstance of his can

onization. fuatever judgment future historians may make of the role and 

the achievement of inston Churchill, the popular mind already as raised 

him into the company of the immortal. Future generations of children will 

read his biography. Te teacher will q iz: 'who was inston Churchill?', 

an the child will answer, 'He wa the ime ri.nister who saved gl no 

durin the secon orld ar.' Churchill ad an even ore exalted under

standin of is eetin with des iny. In 1941 urin the bleakest days 

of the ar e said to his eo le: t e b ttl of itain is about to begi 

and o the o tco e oft ·s 

tion. 1 

ader are or n 

t le rests th sur ·val o C istian civiliza-

ily ere ite ,it the bloo, seat and the tear 

of he en~ir people . • urchill, of co e, id not sa e lan sin le-

n e 1 or did alone save stern civilizatio, ut e ave la 

t o e ark ay co ag an a voice. rosed t ete mi a io an 

r i tanc lie i t t e s of lish ch racter. He bro 

t o o r r re cop tence and 1 g in ener ich sp d he 

on n ·ch v t e 1 i th or in r fo 11 ich acco 

it r 0 • 

i 

do 

the 

rld 

Ch chi po e o ta int co ro se n ape se ent ·n t e 

1930' n conv·nc t t t oo n be meek. He s 

ed 
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not a good Christian in the sense that ne did not believe that the ood 

must always turn the other cheek. He was a disciple of preparedness . 

He fe l t t ha t the decent and the civilized, could triumph- if they were 

determined, if they were strong, if they had the will and were prepared to 

sacrifi ce. During those years, those f ateful years for the West, • 

Churchill was a , Hebrew) 

- a voice crying out in the wastelands. His generation h· d eyes that 

would not r ead t he promises of lein Kampf and ears that would not hear 

'Deutschland uber alles" chorused at urenburg . 

Mr . Churchill di d ot come to power until 1940 while Fra ce was 

being overwhel med i n a six week's blitzkreig and when En.> land alone was 

in acti e battle aga inst Hitler. Churchill's role as that of rallier 

and enco ager . BC en i neer, ho ,o i ore ny of . C urc ill' s 

iartime pro ams , sai t at 

ere before him on ~he t a le. 

. Churchill nae the two icropho est at 

is left a 

snipe Corporal ·tier' - o his rig t 'tha 

Te an er spent on th se nicro hot es cros e 

. ill trans • tte i t e f t o his people a 1.ron 

the 

ha "bloo t irsty gutter

eri , Jackel us olini.' 

irwaves. h C ill's 

to th est. His was the 

voice tha nev br oke. slo g s is voice so de hope glan had hope. 

• Joshi uragi the hosts of_ r el . 

). e strong. 

B of ood c a e, Be not is yed. B not affri hte for the rd your 

d he · t h s al , shall fl· . 
e 0 erever 0 o. e no or 81 • 

e h 1 0 on to t he end . h 1 fi ht. n Fr nee. e 1 n the 

n t e C a S 1 t conr· e ce n s 

in the ~ • e hall fen 0 I lan te r t co y be. h 11 

ht o th b ch • e h 1 i 0 t 1 r o d . shall i ..., t 

g h 
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on the fields and in the streets. We shall fight in the hills. Ve shall 

never surrender . And even if - which I do not believe for a moment -

this Island or a large part of it were subj gated and starving - our empire, 

beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British fleet, would carry on 

the struggle until , in God 's good time, a new world vvit all lts po er and 

might, steps forth to the rescue ana the liberation of the old." (HEBREW 

) . 

meas e of - . Churchill's couraee and of his greatness was that 

he never failed to radiate this strengt enin. How often, frustrated in 

o o rn lives, e gush forth in bitterness an self- pity, give vent to our 

an er and turn against t he , orl . How often we break an we stumble . 

. Churchill never broke and he never stu bled. "e shall fight" ran"' 

out tote lish eople d, as i was re ea ed again and agai, it 

stuck spazks j_n th ritish so n t hey wee tren0 thened. D n 

e lo r • e i t e od s vere so de pera t , he C urchill rea aily 

the fr stra ing intel igence re orto that ere r o t to i m· he never 

o ce p blicl ave vent to fear or ismay. His st p, 1 ·s voice ev r 

q ivere. ly t ose ho sa next to im i he bro cast st io heard 

f 

chil 1s lf-s oc n po sc ipt: "es all fi ht. e shall fi t ith 

r ot es . i o all tha e veto fi t ith.' Cur il 1 s 

i 

of 

1 

t rest o i o e et rmination not t o knuckle un r to th 

is ame res son broad ase for e nc • 

tr o n r acco lishm t cro s an extraordinar, lon nd 

chi 1 nun 1 statesman and olitic n. e entere 

h o rli n at the e of 25. Churchill as first ap ointed 

o c b. t n th of 31. re igne hi second ime nistership 
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a full half century later. No other nan in the long history of England 

served his country in so many posts with such distinction over so long 

a period . Churchi l l was a s t atesman of vision and of clear judgment. 

Churchill was a politician who could enter the ro ugh and tumble of an 

election fray , r each out , get votes and get elected. He was more t han 

just a Statesman - he was also a Noble Lauriate in literature. In his 

youth Churchill had been one of the first of that new breed of roving 

war correspondents who went to the far corners of the world to write 

of the emergence of t he emerging peoples and of their struggles for a 

place in the sun . As correspondent, as columnist, as novelist, as one 

of the fine histor ians of our day, Churchill' literary output rivals 

in quantity that of any profes sional n of letters th~ge was fully 

occupied as a stat esman and poli tician his entire life. In style he 

needs take a second sea t t o none. Churchi ll' 1 uage has a majestic 

cadence . • s writi ngs sparkle with a sense of t he dramatic. He knew 

ho 'I to exploit the Ki n,:, ' s glish - in latter years the ueen's English -

to the full ran e of its bea ty an its subtlety. statesman and stylist, 

J • Churchill was also a public orator without peer. It is estimated that 

he av some 25, 000 speeches and every one of the was ,ritten out and 

fully an ace ately co • tted to memory. God had given to .Churchill 

nun sual set of vocal chords. He added to this natural talent strict 

disci line nd iterary craftsmanship hich sculptured the English lan-

e nto finely-honed tool. He trained himself to use is God-giv n 

·n tr nt of his to move eople, to move arliament, to move his ation, 

n imat , t o ov nkind. 

st tes n, stylist, speaker, • Churchill was also one of the 

o t ct nd p re ptive of ilitary strategists. He as the first man 
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to see the possibility of the armored car- the tank. The first tank was 

built in his backyard. He saw to it that it was tried out on the fields 

on the fields of France. In 1913, as First Lord of the Admiralty, ~. 

Churchill suggested what he believed would be the German plan of attack 

against France. He drew battle plans diametrically opposite to those 

hich were reasoned out by England's most famous admirals an generals . 

In 1914 Kaiser fi.lhelm's troops fell one day behind .Churchill's uncanny 

predictions. He was one of the first defenders of air power and a creator 

of England's air force. T ee days before the outbreak of the first orld 

. ar, . Churchill, on is own an without the authority of King or Prime 

·nister ordered a total mobiliz tion of the avy. /hen war broke out 

Enbland's ships ,ere at sea. Scapa Flo did not become Pearl rbor. 

tatesman stylist, speak r strate ist - Churchill was also a 

unday pai ter of ore than ordin ry cop ence. He first set brush to 

canv sin 1915. n lan as at ar . Hews and 1 s secon ranki g 

cabinet o ficer. Yo can i gine ho ch eisure he enjoyed. et in 

that o e~r ithout esson e eveloped is art to sue a point t t 

in ri i t a 1 o 1915 he able to open one- n so er n 

a n me a un erst n t • the critical rece tion as quite ree-

Ch c il 

11 for • 

a on ent l va ity an t e critics 

h chi l to b s tisfie. ore col 

st have 

e said . 

n of 

t po 

i S C 

t 

r no i 1 

n 

ct 

If n 

0 

r • e 

t broad 

e o 

ve said eno to indict I be ieve, 

t hich e ssoci te ith the eep o inter 

is and he ant d to rt of ·t each 

th th . enaiss nee n t enc t 

ert tol him so ethin, e wold ch ck it. h re 

or 0 ich er too rcane or hi n to r 



- 6 -

and to make judgment. There was no professional discipline in which ~. 

Churchill felt he could not gain some competence. Finally, hes ared with 

the Renaissance man that over-enthusiastic zest for life which spills over 

at times into a lust for life . 1 • Churchill ate too much. He drank too 

much . He drank inordinately. He never listened. He was a monologist. He 

needed to be the center of all attention. He dressed deliberately to get 

attention . He was not easy on his friends. I doubt that he had real friends. 

He was not particularly concerned with peoples' sensitivities. Churchill was 

not a saint but he was truly a gigantic man. There will be some who, as 

they rehearse his biography will carefully bleach from it all the restless

ness all of the inordinant drive which the En1lish call "pushiness", all 

of t at intemperate quality v ich was part of the man . re is the pity. 

do not choose our immortals fort eir innocence thou h there is always 

near t and a busy band OJ. rather prissy mora is s 1 ho o about f mic-ating 

nd exp 0 atin the lives of the immortals lest some yo· person be s-

le. y not see e as t.ey ere? A 1 of us need to go to school after 

11 i t e art of livin as nuch as ego to school in the art of readin. 

e mea e of a n's erit is not a life of unbroken rectitude, but the 

c le o is livin, the easure of is maturity an thee tent o sac-

co lis nt. e are not calle pon to mimic or to ape the great, but 

on to v t e et for s a standard of accomplishment hich can e ours. 

r i e o ts. e do not have to follow along their every step. 

o th C urc ·11 as of a etulant sort. As a child he s given to 

t ·~rm-•~ ntr to 1d kin is tutors - he had a long succession of them. 

y n illf'ul. bout the only thing you can say about Churchill's 

·t c n ve so e aid and comfort to the distra ht mother who 

r n el into the principal1s office. 
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Churchill's early life exhibits nothing more than the advantage of 

being born in an aristocratic society at the very top of the privileged class 

and some of the emotional disadvantages of being to purple born . Churchill 

was an undisciplined child. His parents were busy with high society and 

high politics . They had little time for him. He was given his head and he 

o ten lost his hea 1 . He eL1tered Harre as the third from the bottom scholar 

in a large class. en he left Harrow five years later, he had succeeded to 

the point where he was the rock bottom scholar in the school. Only the fact 

tat he was the son of Lord Randolph Churchill, the eldest son of ~ngland's 

second or third Lord, gave the eadmaster the patience to put up with the 

esca es, the bitter wit an the ugliness of this Peck's bad boy. 

He failed the examination for Sen hurst, the est Point of England, 

three times runnin . Only his birth allowed him to take the examination 

that y times . ~en he f inally raduated th u l tinction he received 

a cot ssion in a most undistin uished re iment. e, if any of En 1 n 1s 

eni.or of_ic rs ante any part o him. He used, unabashedly, the contacts, 

ht e oul call the ull, of his fa ·1y to gain a soft billet and the leave 

ces r to take par n 11 of the i-jinks of that age' jet set. He 

to· t not ·n of runnin on to t io ia for the hunt or runnin out to 

I ia for r. olo tch . e n the youn bucks of his a spent f ive months 

n IS oc·a ·r1 t en thy t back to soldierin. en-

of . te to reak Ch c ·11 to th ro tin of 
V r co n 1.cer 

h rr c order 0 d e co t r nded from London. Yo co 1 e 

t 0 t a invite do to B enhe Castle or 

k n r 0 ho i r e: Ch C ill is proo t t 0 t 

ot to C 0 i n o chil • ive th 0 onster his a n 

i 1 co no hr chi l. I mar id that 11 that h chill' 

h 
. t t ·r nth of i nt o th 

0 V 1. e 0 on 
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States, you have certain advantages and people will be a little more 

patient with you, than if you were the son of an ordinary citizen . 

Let us examine this contemporary philosophy of ours . It is really nothing 

more t 11an an abdication of our responsibilities as parent~ . But somehow 

we have been led to believe that if we discipline the child, if we curb 

him, we will thwart his personality and we make it impossible for him 

to be a full blown, full -blooded man. Once our children find the tactical 

advantage this philosophy gives them, we will hear a goot bit from them 

about a concerted conspiracy by school and parent against their egos . 

They justify to us all !?"..anner of ad manners as freedom of expression . 

"e need to work out our perso ality.n God spare them from such per

sonalities . Churchill's youth v as a wild one and Church' 11' s youth stood 

him in bad stead. He had to overco. e his privileges . He ha o real· ze 

hat he was a dandy, a rather seless pe~ o, ef e he ame into him

self. Churchill' youth led hi to make many enewies and some of these 

stood him later on in bad stead. As a young officer he ante to joi 

Lord Kitche e in the rel.:.ef of eneral Gordon at Khartoun. Kite ener 

ha heard of Ch chill, he nted one of the young ma. He re ~e o 

e1lis hi :n his r . Kitche e s over-ruled fro Londo. an nev r 

for rchill. e.ty years later, hen Churc ill as rs Lord 

t ·ralt hi e )ro·ect as attac on t e rdanelle hich he 

tho ht co 

of th a 

d 

0 

or 

h cold 

il 

co 1 

d bre k urkey a y fro t e Central o rs ad sped he end 

Kitche then Co ander-in-Chie o the Army - and his 

ult r· din doo ed h hill's project to failure. Beca e 

Ch c il in h s fortie, as fore ut o of ice e-

n ey lory, ef or he could ac '1ieve eniori ty, before 

hi t plan, 'ch in it elf well devised, iven a fair 
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chanc .. Let no one feel that t he young can exhibit all manner of bad 

manners , s tep on any toes and that they will-be blessed by mankind for it 

or are the better for it. 

At the age of 25 Churchill entered the House of Parliament . His 

name, his fami l y's rank, his own few moments of glory won him election. 

By the age of 26 , Churchill had made himself so disliked by the elders of 

his own par ty , and he had made such a bad name for himself among those 

of his own class, that one day when he rose to speak in Parliament, there 

occurred a scene never before and never after duplicated . Every member of 

the Tor y party, his own, rose nois i ly in his seat and left the room. F.ach 

stopped at the door and brayed like a donkey at this young man who was mak

ing such an ass of hi msel f . Had not nston Churchill been the son of L:>rd 

Randolph Churchill, he would have been doo ed then and there to poli ical 

oblivion . 

Churchill was f ortunate in his birth and hat i ts advantage al

lo ed him a looser te t her tan is granted to most of us, but as he hi 

self came to reali ze , had he been more disciplined and gone to Oxford or 

Cam ride rather than San hurs, he • ht have oved more steadily in 

ritish po itics an not ha a career which oved by fits and starts . 

ithou needles enemies he mi ht have een a le t o end th rst orld 

ar much arlie . I magine the burden that lay on his soul. 

Ho did the o impetuous hurchill grow up? Ho id he become 

n? It is hard to sa. C urchill seems to have matured when e began 

to ook m ition t o a worthwh"le purpose . I think he found himself in 

rr n ind wept hill of orthern India . Churchill was posted to India 

b c th ed skillful 1 ft fo ard on the rlJ\Y ' s polo squad . His 

it tioned 2000 mile to the South of the hill country and it was 
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in the hill country and there alone that military operations were taking 

place . After he had contributed a few goals and drunk a few toasts 

Churchill tired of the life of sore and he went up to N0rth I dia to 

have a shot at the natives - much as he might have gone grouse hunting 

on the kors. He wanted a thrill. He wanted some medals, notoriety, 

nothing more. But in those Indian hills, Churchill recognized the in

vincible military stupidity which seems to be present in every arJitV. He 

was disturbed by military tavtics which exposed the ordinary soldier to 

u.nnece sary danger. He began to write about military strategy. He be

came concerned about the fate of his nation. England's security became 

hi Holv Grail, his religion, the purpose to which he dedicated his life 

and thro h th·s de ication, which as slow-growing an did not come to 

him ful blo n Churc ill becam a man . 

I have often ondered hat it is that makes a man. s a teacher 

I a tired of askin " at are o oing to "o in ife?" and being answered 

I don' t kno ! ' 

don't kno ." 

ih t do you ant ut of life?" "Happiness, maybe - I 

st people - too n people - are born, live, vork and die 

itho t kno i g hy. t gives life purpose an irection? ur ose be-

ins in re tle sne s. Te yo ses was restless. Others dallied about 

h' co rt. oses alked out alone into th fiel sand on one of th se 

chanced to cros a sa istic slave-driver whipping his serabl 

C • ter on t t sam yo ses, no in ex·1e, ecame re tl ss in 

nd h·le h others tended the s eep he walke alone ·nto 

erne • alked into his tho hts. He found on his alk, alone 

in tl ne , he bush that burns but is never consumed - the destiny 

h d 0 b t n er q te reach - that ch ives life meanin - that 

• ch 1 up hort and ke us o on a steady, strai ht a • So t 
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with Churchill. He was restless in the South of India and for no good 

reason he went North. The next year he went to the Soudan. He was 

restless ~ He wanted adventure but again he saw stupidity and again he 

began to think. A year and a half later he was again restless and he 

went out to the Boer , ·ar and again he became concerned with the way in 

which England's security was being managed. The restless young n~n be

came a purposeful adult. How do we move ahead in life? I have often 

cited to you that symbolic direction given by God to Abraham (Hebrew 

) 

"Get you out of your homeland, get you out of your father's home, get 

you out from t e place of your birth;" fvhere shall I go? (Hebrew 

) "Start, I'll 

show you the ay as we o. u Begin. Yo will find the necessary sign 

posts. One job leads to another . One op or unity leas to another . 

. a k o t on the leveland streets n yo ill s dde ly find a urpos -

a responsibilit . n idea-may co e to yo ihich ill change your politics 

or your ray of lif. er ainl yo composure ill be broken. You ill 

nev r find yo futur rea in a book~ out careers by our fireside. 

·re is 1 arn din the living . Life is given direction in the going . 

re tle more tan the stay-at-home. The restles gin the vision. 

I • on t r tles that great en are to be fo d. o ny e are 

r tl s 

t ke or r tne ? 

lent c r ct ristic 

n d r d h s r 

es th extrao inar n from th ordinar? 

o k o s the full pre cri tio, but there ar 

h'ch appear in Churchill' life: ersistance 

ely rt of the tory. 

n tr t 65. C ch·11 fir t ecame Pri e niter of land 

66 n 

1 ho or 

o r rec 11 d to active duty retire to their pipe and to 

nth ar over. Churchill ecame ime nister again 



- 12 -

. 
at the age of 77. Churchi 1 did not understand the eight-hour ay and 

tne five- ay veek. e worked all day most days for 70 years - in office 

and out . His literary output wold rival that of any professional writer . 

fuen he was not wri tins , 1e was speaking . en he was not speaking he 

1as bQildin or painting or brick-laying or at any one of the ny activities 

vhich occu ied his time . 

t the a e of 23 Churchill was a young correspondent posted to the 

Boer ar , His secon ay at the front he was captured and taken to 

etoria, the capital o • the Boers. He nana~ed to escape . He escaped 

alone . hers stayed p • He made his ia • wit reat diff·cul y to a 

neutr 1 por . e was uch acclaimed . ticker- type welcome awaited him 

in Londo . ...ere 

o im honor . 

s a yon ster, 23 years of a e ith a na ion rea to 

t did he do? e en bac t e rar . . e was not satis-

fied. e a not et rea to settle into i ho ors . All hi ctive life 

C urchill ref se ing ~aise to a Lord . His pl ce as i 

in ·ctive olitic . iS was a persis n e ·cation. To hat. 

·on? pet ro·ec ? Yes . I eas case' fro is . 
s. 0 

l. • 

If lad iled as olitic· n, e 0 ld ha e 0 i as a ist . n. ri 

f f il as a hist rian, 0 d have k o ,n as strat ist . If 

a strat gi , oro b ·o av fo hi 0 e rn on or 
... 

n 0 er ex ec ed pl C • urchill as a n of • ar o e 

h or I 
. t e d t ·n of life. drink r . 

0 JO e 0 
e a 

on avish yo 0 a a e co l d V et 
• 

C lif 0 or ro ne a f ly e ected ht 'd le e 

0 0 honor 1 n and 0 0 . h C i 1 

0 ·t on o vi to 1 oh" • h ne 

0 r n 0 h n l'sh ir hi ' 
ble a o-

0 o n tr. H oin to r e hi 0 e t·ny. He 
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going to VvTite his own biography and his o eulo y. He would not ke 

the easy way but his own way. And he as aware of the possible cost . 

If you walk alone, i f you break wit 1 tradition, if you refuse to enter 

your f- ther' s busines --: ; there are rough spots ahead and the road is filled 

vith detours. Churchill lost five elections out of twenty. Ei ~hty ays 

after Churchi ll ' s f amous "V" for Victory sign had become reality, eighty 

short ays aft er the end of the war, he was turned o t of office by the 
t he 0 amble 

itish elec orate. He lm~he v,as taki~g. He knew that he wa s throw-

ing a ay sec ity. e knew that he r ight dissipate his ealth and dis-

s· ate is ra { and diss ipa e is privele e. He chose to do so. So must 

a r n ho reams of darin do. You cannot find greatnes along the ,, ell

ru ted i g ay . You must alk your own way. You ust ake chances. n 

ou u t be r eali t. 0 o st a iost friends are fair-weather . 

One ho admits hat vot er ca be fickle. e V 0 k o~s tha vou for ive .. 

d f get . e ho kno s t a 11 t ho 10 em t honors . 1 ss 

0 stre th doe not imi ish, .. les s yo ind 0 S not im unless you 

. 
C co ti . e 0 a a rea t - ahea • er i ta e a dar th s are 

t 0 ... 

t .. 

ful 

0 

0 

0 

litie 0 th f e ho re" k o 0 the ield of anonyminit • f , 

ho k hist o , ho es in to their 0 ends. How grat -
m s to the fe or th remi d s - do t l e not - .. t e re 

r1so er off t 0 t S 0 itt en ·n the t rs, th t 

r o iron of soci lo or econo c or isto • e are th 

0 0 

C 

d 

t i 

0 

C i 

to 

ill 

th 

r r t fi t for· . I e are pre ar 

te che 

1n 

ill ask o as 

chill a the 

nston 

e n ster 

con orl ar", an a wise teacher will dd, 
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"It was Mr. Churchill and the blood and the sweat and the tears and the 

dedication and the will of his people that saved mgland."A Churchill 

can lead only if a nation will be lead. We can be grateful for the few, 

but we, who are the nation of the peace loving and the justice-seeking; 

we who believe in civilization, we too , must be of the daring . e too 

must be of the persistent. We too must be among those who will walk 

alone, who make their own judgments, who are iiilling to sacrifice privilege 

and convenience and comfort to the shared hopes and bals of mankind . 

Amen . 



" WE SHALL NOT FLAG OR FAIL, WE SHALL GO ON TO THE END, WE SHALL FIGHT IN 

FRANCE, WE SHALL F I GHT ON THE S EA S AND OCEANS, WE SHALL FIGHT WITH 

GROWING CONFIDENCE AND GROW I NG S TRE NGTH IN THE AIR. WE SHALL DEFEND OUR 

ISLAND, WHATEVER THE COST MAY BE, WE SHALL FIGHT ON THE BEACHES, WE SHALL 

FIGHT ON THE LANDING GAOUND S , WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE FIELDS AND IN THE STREETS, 

WE SHALL FIGHT IN THC H I LLS ; WE SHALL NEVER SURRENDER, ANO EVEN IF, WHICH I DO 

NOT BEkXE¥E F OR A MOMENT BE LI EVE , THIS ISLAND OR A LARG E PART OF IT WERE 

SUBJUGATED ANO STARV I NG THEN OUR EMPIRE BEYOND THE SEAS, ARMED ANO 

GUARDED av THE BRITISH FLEE T, WOULD CARRY ON THE STRUGGLE,UNTIL, IN Goo!s 

GOOD TIME THE NEW WORLD WI TH AL L ITS POWER AND MIGHT, STEPS FORTH TO THE 

RESCUE AND THE LtBERAT I ON OF THE OLD." 
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