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TD TRAGEDY OF VI:m' NAM 

Sunday, February 21, 1965 

The Temple 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

The United States has stumbled and backed up into our third Asian war in 

twenty-five years. We first came into Southeast Asia as part of our military 

operations against the Japanese. At the end of the Second World War we left. 

The United States never has had vital poll tical, economical or mill tary interests 

in this far-away part of the world. The Cold War brought us back to Southeast 

Asia at the end of the Second World War. A Nationalist front was organized in 

Indo China for the purpose of driving out the French colonial regime. The 

Communists took a maJor role in this liberation drive. In 1953 Secretary of 

State, John Foster Dulles, noticing the presence of these Communists and con­

cerned that the French were falling into inevitable defeat, was most eager 

that the United States involve itself militariq to bail out the French. Bia 

rationalization then was the now familiar dominoe theory, which rema1ns the 

major expressed Justification of United States coDID:l.tment till this day. Accord­

ing to this theory, any nation which is communist subverts and weakens the nations 

arowid its borders. Ther tore, an iron ring IIIWlt be drawn around the Sino Soviet 

bloc, and the tree world must be prepared to abort invasion or insurgency or 

ubversion wherever these may appear. Dill.lea argued that it Indo China were to 

go Commmistic, B\mna.1 Malaysia and the Philippines would be serious~ thr•tened. 

In testimony b f'ore a Congressional Conmf ttee last week, Seer tary MacXamara 

r p ted thi Ju tif'ication al.moat word tor word. On th surface ot it the 

domino theory seems simple and selt-evident. Untortunately, it ia not ao. 

t to global military intervention. Wherever revolution roil.a 

d Commun:! Bta are found among the revolutionaries, which a1111:1111,U11 everywhere, 

st intrude to stabilize th gav rnment. In the tirat place we Jeck the 
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financial wherewithal and the military power to stabilize all the governments 

of Asia, Africa, and Iatin .America, wherever our world is in tumult and contusion. 

Then, too, the dominoe theory puts us in opposition to our own aid. We become 

the support of the bayonets and the tanks of the governments of the privileged 

and hated who for centuries have dominated the peasansta and the laborers and 

t he illiterate, all those who now cJamor for their place in the sun. The longer 

we support these greedy and privileged regimes, the more violent will the 

r evolution be and the more dominant the place of disciplined Communist cadres 

in t he inevitable revolution. In a paradoxic way, our determination to stablize 

non-communist or anti-communist governments has contributed to Communist strength 

in the emerging nations. And so it is that toll.owing out the illogic ot this 

dominoe theory we have supported the Ba.tistas, the Tshombes, the Diems and it 

has not availed us. 

In 1953 Mr. Dull.es was not able to eft ct his policy tor Indo China. Public 

opinion would have none ot it. We had just extricated ourselves from deep Korean 

mud and were not about to reinvolve ourselves in another Asian JDOrass. In 195~ 

Rus ia and Great Britain effected a hard-nosed and realistic compromise to the 

Indo-Chinese situation at Geneva. Ieos was federated. Caabodia was treed. 

Viet was divided between a large~ COPIDUD:fst government in Ia.Doi and an anti-

c0m1mu:L1st government in Saigon. Mr. Dill.lea, ostentatious~, would not participate 

in th Geneva Conterence. would not be 11uJ 11 ed. w1 th such negotiations. e 

d termin d that though one line bad been broached, a new line could be drawn. 

th Vi t was to be the ant1-oOllfflJD1 st state - a · showcase ot freedom in 

o th t i a. To this end I>oJJ•~ created the South F.aet Asia Treaty Organi.za­

tio d the pa.per guarantees ot this organ1~ation, the guarantee ot our 

o concern, around the gove:rmuent of Ngo Diem. e saw to it that large amounts 

o rican or ign aid v re poured into this nail country. It• prosperity was 
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to shine into the bleakness of the communist world and advertise to Asians the 

advantages of belonging to the fre,edom side. 

From 1954 to 1959 progress of an economic order did take pl.ace in South 

Viet Nam and much was made in our press and by our Presidents of the so-called 

South Viet Namese "success story." South Viet Nam was proof of the virtue of 

belonging to our side. In fact, our aid only masked temporarily the bitterness 

and the restlessness of a troubled and divided people. Those who rul.ed in Saigon 

had not been popularly elected. They bad taken over during a power vacuum. 

They were representatives of the Mandarin class who,for centuries, had enjoyed 

the advantages, the monopolies and the tax farming of South East Asia. Ngo Diem 

was an autocrat. The press was censored. Political opponents were Jailed. Students 

were curbed. Buddhists were repressed, even though Catholics were in the minority. 

The tribes peopl.e and the hills peopl.e who control 6o-70'/o of the land of South 

Viet and who have always been viewed as racially inferior by the Saigonese 

continued to be condemned and continued to long for a freer and better day. Finally, 

in 1959 bitterness led to revolt. The Viet Cong came into being and took to 

guerrilla insurrection. Our economic aid became military aid. Our foreign aid 

advisors became military observors. As attacks and aid multiplied the support of 

the Saigon Regime became a priority of our foreign policy. 

By 1961 the situation had deteriorated to the point where radical remedies 

were r quired. A new policy was announced. We would establish wall.a and armed 

h l t t trategic points. A scientific passification of the countryside 

would b begun. e were told much about the way in which the British had pacified 

i. s to b our example. President Kennedy ordered 201 000 American 

o p ial ore into South Viet Nam to organize this pacification. We 

r ...... ,........... t they ould be home in six months. Victory waa easy, and it 

,.... ...... 
0

• Six months b came a year; a year became two. Defeat followed 

o bombing took place not in isolated hamlets, but in the heart ot 



·, 

- 4 -

Saigon. Our mill tary billets and our mill tary airfields became the targets. 

These pa.st weeks a final ingredient has been added to this whole bloody mess. 

We have - what is the word? - escalated the war. It is a nice of way of saying 

that we have followed the old law of "an eye for an eye." We have decided to 

bomb north of the 17th parallel. We have decided to interdict suppzy lines in 

Laos and Cambodia. We have escalated the war and the war has escalated on us. 

The great powers of the world have been drawn into it. Our actions in South 

Viet Nam draw us to the brink. 

This must be said, our South Vietnamese commitment has never been 

popular yet it has been taken by leaders of both parties. Viet Nam is not a 

partisan issue. This, in itself, is surprising. From the first, intervention 

aroused lit tle enthusiasm. As each President conmitted us to economic aid, then 

to military aid and then into military action, he had to back and to fill and to 

qualify. We have stumbled backward somehow into this war. In our history no 

war has been so little widerstood by the American people. Never has a government 

- and this goes back over the last twelve years - never bas our government been 

so unwilling to allow t he nation to debate priorities, to suggest alternatives 

and to arrive at a consensus. There has been a great deal of new - management 

and even of downright deceit emanating from Washington. It has been unwise and, 

wore, unnecessary. Just two years ago the head of our u. S. Information Agency, 

• Carl Rowan, said some very fooli~h things about, what he called, the right 

of the people not to know. For a long time the Administration tried to deny 

th t Di was anything but th very, very model of a modern Asian democrat. For 

long tim w wer told tla t all would be well - this mill tary operation or 

ot r ould quick~ solve the issue. And so after twelve years of involvement, 

rican met today and discuss iet Nam the question we still ask each 

oh 1 th l entary question - why are we there! 
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Why are we in Viet Nam? The government answers we want to negotiate. Fine, 

but first what was and is the rationale for this entire action? Why are we in 

South Viet Nam in the first place? Self-preservation is a legitimate undertaking 

of national policy. Are we in South Viet Nam to preserve the nation? In May of 

la.st year, in a speech which was subsequent~ released by the State Department 

as an authorative definition, Secretary MacNamara made the following categorical 

statement: "Our National interests do not require that Viet Nam serve as a 

Western base or as a member of the Western alliance." A few North Vietnamese 

Pl' boats and a puny and archaic air force do not threaten our shipping lanes or 

our shoreline. Self-preservation is not the issue in South Viet Nam. Wl:a t is? 

Several years ago in a speech before the Economic Club in Detroit, 

Undersecretary Ball gave this explanation of our involvement: "Viet Nam," he said, 

"is one of the world's danger spots where valiant people are struggling to defend 

the freedom of a weak people but a valiant people tar across the world from 

insurgency and subversion." So reads the text. The official expJanation of the 

text is this. Mr. Ho Chi Minh, head of the North Vietnamese, vas never happy 

with the partition of Indo Cnina. Minh proclaimed the reunification of Yiet lam 

a a first order of Borth ietnam-eae business much as our own West German ally 

ha proclaimed the reunification ot Germany as its first order of business. Ho 

Chi Minh is eager for power and tor a sounder economy. '!he Korth has the indua try 

n the South has the rice. 'lhe workers of the North need the excess food 

production ot the South to balance out the economy. In the ear~ months of 1959 

o Cbi Minh determined to peed up the reunification ot let Nam and he began to 

rmit the passage of material and manpower througbJungle trails to the iet Cong. 

Apparently he had first hoped that the Saigon government would fall under ita 

own weight. It was an unpopular reii,■1 - autocratic and r ther pur1tan1cal 

d gr edy. It waa a sav•rumen+, ot the teudal tev. e telt that it would aoon 

all in on ot those endnd,: revolutio which ■veep over th11 part ot tbe vorl4. 
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This might have been the case but our aid shored up Diem. 

Ho Chi Minh gave history a nudge and the Viet Cong muscle. 

He did not fall. So 

The Tiet Cong 

turned to terror. There was murder and ravage and brutality of' an unconsciable 

order. Matters went from bad to worse. Saigon was not able to defend its town, 

its f armers, its people, and asked for our help and we, who have so much, we were 

willing to help out. And we are giving still. Tiet Nam is one of the world's 

danger spots, so goes our philosophy - where a valiant people are struggling 

to defend t heir freedom. We Americans are assisting them in their struggle. 

On first r eading, Secretary Ball's argument seems clear and compelling and there 

is truth i n it. North Viet Nam has supplied men and materials to the Viet Cong. 

Even though some of us, unfortunatezy, have come to suspect all that is said in 

Washington on this i ssue, we cannot suspect the definite statements made by the 

International Controls Commission. In 1962 this neutral commission brought out 

a report which specificall,y accused the North ietnamese of interfering and 

meddling in South Viet Nam. 

Ba.11 ' s case seems to be made. But unfort unatel,y, life does not n t nearly 

into logical phrases . There is insurgency. There is subversion. '!here is 

conmunist plot i n South iet Nam, but all of this is inextricably bound up 

in a bitter, fundamenta l and partially insolubke civil war. Bo one knows the 

percentag of the Nor t h Vietnamese personnel in the iet Cong. Or, if they 

o, it ha not been released. But this much is certain, the Viet Cong took 

o i l on their own. They represent a revolt of the muses against the 

pr1 leg d, a r volt of the peasant against the tax fanaer; a revolt of the 

t nt again t the censor' a revolt ot the hill peoples against segregation. 

country ide ha provided the Tiet Cong intol'IIILtion and men and hiding --

11 t gu rri la band needs to operate. The countryeide spawned th iet 

Co • h1ngton t ried f or a long time to deny this truth, but then those 

t uici pyr of protesting llludi t monks through a 11.aring light behind 

0 Cade . W 

ir rot t in th 

an to hear the chant ot student dancing and inging 

tre ts. W began to k ouraelTea hov i it that northern 
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infiltrators can receive so much indigineous sup9ort? .. emember this too : 

the division of -Tiet • am is not new . In the 18th and 19th century there 

w s a erlin wall «?cross the n f row mid le of 7iet am within miles of 

today ' s demarcc1tion line . For two centuries before Fr ench rule , anoi and 

ai on were separate governments --each with its own nar row and selfish 

political ends. 1 e had become i nvolved in a nation which was not only 

suffering attack from without bu which nas sufferin:.> class war and olitical 

revoluti n m. thin . Indeed no one as yet k ows whether it was the exj stence 

of t} e iet Con ., hie, led to th :orth Vietnamese action, or whether the 

rorth jet ame se brou
0

h , the Vi t Con=1' into the field b rom:Lses of sup ort . 

h ve in·erf red I an c s0 , we have interfer i a local civil war . 

in tion 1he et e overnment is not r ponsive to he JO ul r n.11 n 

where the ~av rnment can11 ot m s 11 the v or, the weal h or t ·11 of 

its po le to fi ht for ha we call freed o . h ve no wa. of o in 

hether the iet ams ar v li or not . .L e ·e hero ad cow rs 

in all n tions b t no 0 le willi 1 sacri ices its oun m n unles e.-

i s ill is uni ed b some beloved pur OS • vouth iet rune e e 

. no um e • nive~ ns h ve turn bro h r gai st bro her . s 

bi ter, u 1 futi pi C f busi s • nd Q lo } i in r - nic e 

SOU"bbl COl in s - a n South e am • s pol: ical n e no. C 

ev lut • oe no fol Ovi i s inevi co 
' 

·l h ent 0 ' s 

h 1 • co ers 11 e t n' ·11 n u outh .i na 

overnme o e er a a • 

ow a·a e 0 h. ? ree eorie h e ee offer • • 

I . t first . he fir theo 1 th • 
J C • ve an1 u 

0 OU t b h n . li a d h r ha~ 5 r e ernrln 
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t.h t a reventi ve war mus be fought before Chin;;' ful y controls her nuclear 

arsenal. 11 of our ci ctions are seen as sjnister and clandestine . Un-

fortunately, the silence of our own 6ov rnment !7ives am"'lunition tot ose 

who peddle the the or: of industrial beli[:ere.ncy . It j s inaccurate . rile 

have backed into t · is w~r . ".Te have stumbl d into it . ~ e have not been 

guided bv unseen but deliberate hands . 

The second exol2nation, nd this is offered b some of otu· best mili tDrv 

minds--holds t_at we over-committed ourselves in outheast sia . here are 

some t j n .)s the t msn must learn to lt e wit . .. e c [lnot c1i1oid death . e 

c nno st ve off 11 isease . It my not be to our likinry th~ ou beast 

Si" m o co ur1ist , but we lack the m n· o 1er, [ln ·he su 1 to effect 

other end . 

esse ti lly 

eneral c.rthur r-ue a dozen ears a o th w are 

seapo er an tha ~ he c .oic o terr in in S the st sia 

ii ts our su eriorit , 

use of our nucle r rsen 1. 

e elicate b 

rfo ce war 

C b man to m~ . n for ever m n h 

d to k e t. ere he A ia S C pu hu 

t nother housa1d fr le sex ns • 

red 

f ~e cold w r limi the 

outhe s 

we have t 

or a 

thr 

si is jun 1 

t j o th fi 1 

' 
m ybe 

o, 

.., 

Churc .. ·ned thjs oint effec iv 1 : he el hant i e h 1hal .. X J. C nno 

from h s a or he e 1 fro h r , but, i i lso tr e h t e r 

h e or h e le C riv t 1e ele h nt fr his . le • t Jun acce 

hi cold- lo ed • li r C C 1 l, . 0 a b ie e i o be tr e . 

b lie h h Unit t s over-co d i e f • OU h e ia. 

u n s w ..... we he ? en ral C } r w 0 n • 

0 n 1 k 0 
' 

n e he d. he t 

n tion oul . lie in 1 n ve b 1 • ef h w ca 1 s lve re d 

u r rob . b l • e s i 1 b l ha anks 
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and forei n i can resole to our likin all the comolex anci political 

roblems of the a e . It sim)l can ot be don . Fr ance pour d 3~0 , 000 men 

into Indo- hina . Frc1nce spent ne third of its total nctional bu1.. get 

fruitlessly . y? Pecau e the .1ge is behin us when me. mu ... t bend t eir 

backs before the royal will . Bao ai was an anachronis • Te have poure 

our tre sure i to outh iet ram for twelve yeErc ou, a1 re h V 1ot been 

able to sustain l o Jiem . TTh ? ecau c:- e the n )e of the dnri. is over . . 

s.: h s outfrown feudal ism . Te us some1ow f : nd ways 0 cce ti il rev-

olutio1 a1 ot 1 ce our ho )e a d fait in a vanis1e ad u la ented as . .. 

or in policr o ht not be an archeo- o·.;c 1 science . 

f co rse, here is no )oint i r- kin , over the co 1 exce. t th hoe 

t s ehow w li 1 1 rn 1 sso a recog ize in L i. ica n 

fric h· e nee li n ourselv 0 ess it t u er riv·· le 

the un er-nou ished , e revolu for of t eir 

fumblin s for 11 f heir st m lin ;, a1 1 of t e ·r lirt tions 

ith the • 

no 1. JJV r, 0 e s o be a ree h • some C ice ·11 ve 

0 m • se s r e red t e ine ,he 1 ern iv or to 

u lie t C ic • e nee • u re i 0 s Ou p C • 

ft r f ct . I a r t s eon els ' s 
. ·ti' i e . :i 5 

. atio d de 
. th h of le s f 0 on n om 

. c ret li . i . t cl •s io 
0 or • or 101 0 or n r er 

0 0 e toot or t oth . I r • 
t • u ·1 

b 1 d ro • 0 ·1 fe C C 

0 b 1 h 0 eri l t h sin ov - • i 

b 1 r s lie • I e of i . 
l. ' 

n 0 rld 0 S · - illi r e • e Con C sin 

d 

, 
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fps ness of S uthec t. si and int t eh s of ou h 1.rit..tnarne e o-enerals 

h ,ake their deci~j ns bL the 1 w of narrow Jolitical c~lculations . 

T'he tt ck ism de . Hanoi or ai on retclir e . 'T'he 2ttack is escalc;t,d . 

"e shell a co st 1 oosition north of the 17t1 oar J.lel or an neric~n S)ccirl 

force billet is rttccked i ni on . USC. i . 1d C a l'c ew th 1. led ·es 

of friends .i} and ilitary sup 1ort to Jorth Tiet ·;'.m n the iet Con-:; . 

1 e, of course , do the sa e with v h tcver ov rnme t exists in ai .-on . 

it e b. little Tie n'"'mese p· sions f orce the great ewers of t e uorl to 

the bri k . ask m elf: Is control oft, i littl la of 17 million 

') r·v ll. '-1 1, 1il 3 tn· ,._ 
Cl' v·o r 12 r 130 niillion America .. 

ea • is is r cice le ... t • m' t.e i ven b"' Secretar"' ar~ in 

es mo befo e 1 st week - he n be of ea in e case of a . 

a 1-out nucle ar . mu t b e tlin • .:. t he sam urder s 

eq "'t. n. 0 d w nvJ rm 

I re ou . I a r • OU 1 d • r ~ 'o o e b 1 k • 

e e d a 0 i • r C S 0 ri t . ur en 0 1 

is 0 f i rovi ion . 1e resi ent e u ite ta js el cte to 

1 d h h s ot led . tea he a 1·mi h"ms lf 0 rr 1 m • li a 

cis· • I l of o si ·1 r X . p e i e I our n . 
1 l 

rin ch a 
' 

resi en J t ni ec t e "thh 

i 0 ""tic or 0 1 m p r 1 by th. s C • 

n 'nform d on i n un a i n ic 

0 tim er 1 0 ecj sio s . to 0 • 

h e C tr need th t ,. 1 1 r -• . 

n 
. h • need to 0 

b . • i nific"' 1 h l. n n r 0 

0 t n , U, t i 1 1 h V 
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arrjved a a osition of strength . ~he h rd truth is that there can b~ no 

victory in South Viet Jam . ven if the i t Cong were to be defeated -

,nd the indicat.io s are now that they have achieve at least a I ti 1 

victory - even if the 1 iet Cono- were to be defec1ted nd our men were to be 

secure in the se ts of Jower in ai 0 on, our men would be nti- meric n . 

hey would have to be . ecall hes eeches of Genera lb n ~ust six week 

a o, an ho he d ed this nation n our ro-counsels nd our milit ry 

o nation likes to take orders fror other . o 1 ion liles to 

feel beholden . o na ion likes to acce tr soons·bility for its on -ony . 

t 

I 

s a m ·.1 • r,1 b se, as a militar ally - ha ve1 

is lot to the est . 

s - outh , i t 

I tro bl d bi ose who sa th we i 1 e oti te but onl f om 

o i io of str th a o 1 on our o er • heh rd trutn i h t e 

il ev r have o il h i am . i lte1 ior o ives 

i Con re r sens he vol 0 he a a·ns t e arin . 

th oic of e e i h cen i ,h i t enth . 

h d r t i t t n ck t e nd 0 he cloc • 

h a e n . h t V r h. n i 0 r n 

. do . nc ? h e is rd tr ha 4 i is t is: i the 0 uni 1 

ill i e C 0 r v n • C 0 i OS ur il on 0 le ho 

e h 0 he fr e • dv 

s r do 0 0 th i n e he r 

hi . 1 bur h V h' on i 0 ? 1 

io . 1 t C 0 C r 

0 0 or • 

h ubl 
. t 1 r 0 0 0 0 

h . . . h 1 0 0 r C 1 • 0 1 

0 

e 
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dolescent concern with a mirror? The world is ruled b; calclllating m n . 

he~, know full well that men of • ower sometimes overestim,,te their cc1oacit 1• 
~ 

- t/ 

If a ~ia.nt oower mus with raw from a comMittment , these calculatin, en are 

not so naive as t assume that that c untr has been bled of a 1 is ewer . 

r . Kruschev srowed in the Cuban missile crisis that a. giant power c An 

retreat from a nosjtion once taken . he hard trut L remai s th t for all of 

0 1i ht we cannot impose our wil~ . Internati nal o stinanc r is the sure 
• 

wey to he fallout shelter. 

Somehow we must take a ste ck lon th power roa ir or er ht 

we d the world m~ t l'e a ste or t 10 forward alon the ro . to se .. 1 d 

worl ; 0rder . Insofar as our '.)overn ent. h:- made its oosi t _· on cle r j 

see s be this : we i sist upon he surr nd r of e iet Con J· D he 

with rD al of the orth ie namese i fil r tor . ce tis is ac ieved , 

we ·11 ego i te t e ·thdr 1 of ou tro s . h we in n 0 

prosecu e hew wi h ever c ci y in o 1 . t first blus li 

seems dece ro os 1 . t . . ? 
:t . he ie Con. include infil r tors . 

C n we the o urren,er? ill the urr n r? Chi a -na uss 

to 

has 

eal· of orth e a, are co i e tot e·r lives . he i 

s e vie ry . i 1 i s rren r C n b d of r vol 

Vietna es surrende to h r 0 th i n le e? h t oft e r ive 

ore iI r surr n r is 0 i OS our ·11 vi t sec . on 

bris busi s t firi s a . • ha n • 0 C:t 

1 C in li e i ce rec r h 0 n 

s rn n r se n S 0 ets or , or , ui li • 

ce . he orl ne s C • r n V n e i 

0 1 1oul no be ver ... m jo • , us 

he 1 • ns th enev Confe C l ful . 
J_ n t 

, 0 

Con 

OU h 

• 

. 
vi r 

e n 

L. 

e ') 
• 

-c . l. 

on 

. h'n 
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neutralist arrangement s for I nda-China . Accor din to London, .. ussia already 

has indicated her desire t o convene a similar conference . " 6 need peace . 

The world needs peace. South Viet J. arn can be , but need not be , the dynamite 

cap which expl odes t he f i nel holacaust . I call upon the resi ent of the 

United States to make clear to the America people and to the world our 

willingness to neg ot i ate now and our ·willingness to enter into hard bargainino­

with all parti .s concerned with a view to the stabiljty and regress of t he 

rea . I call u::>on the Jreside nt to i form t he mcrican people that t .ere 

can be 1 o victory i South Viet am . ~e should hc>.rbor no illusions. .~e 

must ne otiate now nd negotiation never leads to victory. he more treasure 

we pour in , the more t~ old stars hang in mothers ' windows, t h more men are 

wounded , he lon·er the si u t in remains exacerbated, t he shriller the 

le 1s scr . Frustr in le s to belliaer ncy. Belli erenc leads t o 

er tic , an r c in. If he Pre ident del st n th nati n i to his 

confidence, hem~, fi nd i han stied when e tone ot·ate. o i tions 

no c n be presented to e rica eople a usef fun~t·on of our 

n tj on 1 olic. • ~ an i Con ess have rgued his for man rs . 1 d, 

ot e n otia ions 

re 

• 0 ? 

o ace 

hr 

h r 

e e n sellout 

• 

r c ic 1 

r lw 

oli ic 1 sol 

s prac ical nd 

he JJneric m pe o le a 

ins the o t h i e n mese i -

e cef 1 s lu ions . her is 

0 it of a n • tern t ional confer nee ot unlik I nev . here· 

po 1bi. 

r 

of nc of these n tins h were sin~ ors o he 1 S4 

nc . h r even be n a su s io of he eutr liz in 

r from t e ssions nd h e sinns f ,h C 1 
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fearful that they may lose face and if none of the leaders of the great 

nations are fearful that they ma.: be let out of office . I am certain that 

we will negotiate in South Viet 4 am . Today , a year from now. Tho knows , 

but it will come . egotiation is the onl y solution . I only pray that we 

will attempt negotiations now and not tardi ly; now , before the d ngers 

mount; now, before th2t benighted nation is made to suffer a more brutnl 

agony than it has yet known; ow before another lif is lost . en . 
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Our nat ional inter e sts do not require that Viet Nam Serve a a Western base or as a 

member of the We st rn alliance. 

Viet Nam I one of the world ' s danger spots where a valiant people are struggling to 

defend their freedom. e Amer i cans a re •u■ggttaguaxutKJUixtactsxtna-.. assisting 

them in their struggle, 
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