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GERMANY, ISRAEL AND THE JEWS 

February 28, 1965 

Terez1n was a relocation center of the Nazis, halfway on the 

railroad line--the death camps at Auschwitz. Terezin served to 

guarantee to Auschwitz a steady supply of raw material- -human beings. 

It served alao in public relations purposes for the Nazis . Whenever, 

during the war, a neutral nation might protest on the basis of rumors 

circulated to it of the massive Nazi exterminations, the diplomats 

would be brought to Terezin. "See, ther are no ov ns, no gas chambers 

here. We simply interred the Jews for the duration. What the diplomats 

did not see, the dail7 cattl trains filled .witn ~uman beings, travel-

ling eastward . They were scheduled to c;:amps late at night 

long after these diplomats had been ushered out the gates. 

Between 1942 and 1944, .fifteen :thousand children passed through 

Terezin. There was a school in this camp. Appearances had to be kept 

up at all costs. But no child ever graduated from this school. Yet, 

somehov, scraps of the writings and the colorings of these children 

have survived the war . I would like to read to you this morning a 

bit or verse or one of these martyred inn~ente . 

When a new child comes everything seems strange to 
hia. 
What? On the ground I have to lie? 
Eat black potatoes? 
No, not I. 
I've got to stay, but its dirty here. 
Floor I like, but its dirt I fear. 
And I ' m supposed to sleep on it . 
I'll get all dirt7. 
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Hear the sound of shouting, cries 
And, Oh, oh, so man;, fiies. 
Everyone knows fiiea carry- diseas • 
Ohl Something bit 
Waan•t that a bedbug. 
Here in Terezin life is h 11 
And when I'll go hane again 
I can•t ;yet tell . 

Now, Teddy who wrote this vers wa cind r d in Auachvits in 194). 

He never went home again. But his murderers did. Those who turned on 

the gas tapa--those who ataff'ed o efficiently Germany• a murderously · 

cruel final solution to the Jewish proble , went ho • There many 

of them remain to this dq--happy, proa roua, 

firesides and their b er . 

Conservative estimates plac 

the Nazis in these camps during the sec 
\ 

enjoying their 

ople exterminated by 

half million. The end of. the war, $1 02$ -Oermans were tried and convicted . . . 

by the Allied Courts. Sine that time 5,44, other individuals re tried 

b:, the courts or the Federal German Republic and convicted. Dut many 

of these were entenced to inoredi tabl;y short terms. Typical or the 

mood and of the sentence in which the so-called Nazi war· rl s trials 

have taken place, was the recently completed action against two men, one 

otto Busch, on Herr MonKumq{ ?) • Theae two men were named by Adolph 

Eichman in his trial in Jerusalem, as the organizers and the expediters 

of the deportation and extermination of 435,000 Hungarian Jews. Mr . Busch 

was declared •not guilty• . Mr • . Kumay vaa sentenced to five years in 

jail and he will not have to s rve a single day. He walked out after 
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his conviction a free man., because h had been incarcerated, pending 

trial, the Gennan courts subtracted sufficient ti tor good behavior. 

They let him go tre • 

The good Ger an jud roncerned with good German justice, with 

proper l gality was unwilling to accept the testimony of Adolph 

EichmanJ atter all, he was a known criminal.. And the good German 

judge, concerned w1 th good German justice was also not willing to 

accept the testimony of. the Israeli, Joel Brandt. The Israeli, who 

had tried to engineer with Krumay th famous •Trucks for Jews' deal 

which was atte pted in 1943. Mr. Brandt and other Isr lie, accord

ing to thi judge were t"o emotionally involved in their testimony. 

German justice has been remarkably f o~agging and scandalously 

incongruous in the han . ng of the -.z a. Nineteen hundred 

and sixty-tour, this past 7.ear, twenty-two i c!ividuals .were tried 

under major charges. These twenty-two men stood ac ouaed of b 1ng 

implicated in the death of over half a million men,woman, and children. 

Their aentenoes---tvo were sentenced to life, tour wer sentenced to 

lesa than fifteen years; twelve were sentenced to from three to aix 

years, four were acquitted. · As one irat aBi indignant prosecutor put 

it, ttwe sane~imes rec ive sentences which ount to ten minute in jail 

for every person killed." 

It waa not until 1958, that the o8rman government could be prodded 

to begin a systematic investigation of the azi war crimes. It was 

only in 19SB, the Central Bur au to investigate Nazi war orim s was 
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established and that· the Oennans began to burrow into the very 

complete ar:rl systematic records kept by their gestapo and their 

secret policeJ and not aurpri ingly, in a sense aympolical of this 

whole masquerade . The man who was he d--the senior investigator or 

this legal proceedingt.: against the Nazi war criminals was unmasked 

six weeks ago by the East German government as a tormer head of the 

Hitler Youth. 

A trickle ot men have per!orce come before the ~rman courts , 

and thirtrial have been legally narrow, and their sentences have 

been unconscionably gentle--tantamount to a wrist slap here- -the 

verbal reprimand there . German public opinion has not wanted to. 

have these trials . Th past, Germallf ho 

wants to be forgi venJ ehe wants the orl. 
I 

new Germany, · a new mood--the Hitler era wa 
. . ' 

aberration, that there 

is no carr:y- over, to them today. A r cent poll of· Germans , by the -

respected Wickert Institute , show d that -over seventy percent of the _ 

Oeman people favored an immediate cessa~ ion of th war trials . £'5 
The German Presa sensitive to the tion al aood has been writing 

. articles on the theory on what is called n 

which simply meana, nwe alone are not guilty. We are more sinned 
- - al 

against than einners."' Recently the Nation Zeitu.ng. just a month 

ago, published a long catalogu of British violence, beginning with 

801118 action in the year 609, in which Celtic kings murdered a fev 

nuns. Going through British action in Ireland, South A.frica, the Sulan 



India, including even the bombing of Berlin, Dresden, and Hamburg, 

during the second World War.• W al ne are not guilty. We are ar 

sinned against than sinners . (Oe:rman) 
a 

Now where there is a will •. wh re the gov rnment wants to have a 

popular political platform on which to tand for election, a way 

can always be devised, words can always be found ; a rationaliz tion 

can always be written. And the words in thi caoe were found within 

the Constitution , which remains the ba5ic law 

• 

of the federal republic . And they were found by the Bonn Minister of 

Justice , who by the way is himself an ex-Nazi, and who was disbarred 

for six years at the end of th war for his actions under Hitler . 

And they were found in the provision of itution which said 

that there shall be a ~tat of limitations in twenty years , of 

criminal action. May of 1965~represents the deadline~-tw nty 

years since the end of the wnr . In Herr Erhardt t s w stand 

for election ot September, f6hhis year, we saw here a popular program 
early 

annonced in the fall of 1964, th t May , indeed ,would be the deadlin 

for such action. After May, no more investigations of Nazi cri 

and no prosecutions would be initiated . International furor errupted . 

It is not only among Jews- - the long in Europe •• for all 
I 

Europe was crushed under the iron-nailed boot of the azis . France 

and Holland amiounced that they had li(ted their own statute of limit tions, 

for the a specific crimes , the category of crimes against humanity . 

Poland announced that she was going to conduct. a year- long campaign 



- 6 -

of protest against the West German action. East German lifted its 

own statute ot limitations and threatened to reveal from its own 

archives the record of tens upon hundreds of West German officials, 

whose past histories implicated them during the Nazi period. 

It would appear, as of this moment, that within a week or 

two the West German Parliament will indeed prolong the terminal 

date for Nazi war crim prosecutions. The reason does not lie in 

conscience or in guilt--no great victory has been won or will be 

won for humanity . Germany simply stumbled politically once too 

often. There intervened between last fall and this spring, the 

fiasco, the Bonn-Cairo relationships, the abrogation of the arms 

contract agreement with l&rfU.ll. The oup has simpl7 
I 

become too sticky. Herr Erhardt c ick to this 

one decision. So the trials mll ~o on, s :0w , shoddily, m_e~ing

lessly, and with implausibly injust, unjust sentences . 

I confess that Germany ' s mulish, clum.sy han?ling of this whole 

war crimes episode has revived my suspicions of the new 

German. Oh, I know that the Germans claim to the public press 

that they must be law-abiding, that it was their circumvention of 

the law, which during the Hitler days allowed him to come to power . 

I wish that Germany would in deed, live by its law. But unfortunately 

Germany can bend its law when it finds it expedient to do so. 

It is against German law, and it is against its own Constitution for 

a German National to hire himself out as a mercenary to a foreign 
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power, or as a mercenary scient~st or technician whose sole purpose 

is to build up the militJry machinism of other nations . The existence 

of merman scientists in Cairo, Alexandria, where they are building 

Mr . Nasser •s war machines, jet weaponry, and his missiles, its an 

open secret . Israel has protested their preoence for two years 
there 

or more . The German Constitution forbids their presence in Cairo, 

but the scientists remain, and the \i est oermaey government with its 
I 

concern for the law has has failed to invoke its ow 
a 

law. I confess that I have grave doubts about tae new Germaey. 

Prejudice does not Brase so simplfi, but my concern is not only 

nan-owly Jewish, Ih ve long since i nope that Germaey 

was repentent . German conscience a Germaey 

wanted to realine ea;r 'or-, towards the Jews . 

Germany has yet to recognize the tata or Israel . Germany has yet 
I 

to recall its scientists . Germany was quite willing last month to 

break unilaterally an arms agreement with Israel . Germaey •s con

science is remarkably thick-skinned . It •s good for Germacy--i!s 

good for Germ.ans . If the Jew suffers, so be it . But rqy concern 

is rather with European peac , with the peace of the world. You 

know, we Jews are in a sense the weather vane of mankind • ••• when 

the cold winds blow we are the first to lmow it, to be chilled --

to shiver. Qermany•s actions towards Israel and towards the Jewish 

people, in the past months, have caused us to shiver •• its cold . It 

is time that we called out to the world, to make them realize 
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Moscow, and he is establishing all manner of oolitical and canmerc1al 

and military agreements with the Rus ian satellite states . Herr 

, head of the East German government was to go to Cairo 

to establish some c rcial contacts arxi contracts . Mr. Nasser 

was to welcome him. Mr. Nasser did, ind ed, welcome him. The West 

German government was concerned that involved in this welcome 

would be the recognition of Ea t Germaey . There is a famous Holstein 

Doctrine which holds as a basis foreighn policy of West Germany that 

she must withdraw her counsels and withdraw recognition from any nation 

which in fact does recognize East G rmany . German policy is focused., 

even at the co t of its own economic advantage- -German policy is 

focused to the East-- on which i a labeled re-

unification. Troubled, disturbed , eist~"l9tri1any- appealed to that old 

friend of democracy, offices to. 

adjust the differenc s between Cairo and Bonn. A certain 

ster was sent to Cairo. asser sent an ad to 

politic 1 leverage--he was happy to--yes , he would not officially recognize 

est Germany . I t was easy not to do it., 1.f---1£ the est German Govern

ment would renounce its ar s contract with Israel ., and 1.f---if the 

est German government would agrea never to recognize the State of 

Israel . Of course , Germany was delighted . HeJT Schroeden, th 

German Foreign Minister had never been i favor of the old Adenauer

Ben Gurion Arms Agreement . German interests lie with the mighty-- 1th 
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the, with the large, with the Suez, with the oil . Israel was an 

embarrassment t.hat in which he was 
that 

a technician, in which Germany has always been the expert, ell.led 
which 

out for a breaking Gft tA ties with Israel. Psychology had drawn 

Germany ·to Israel was embarrassed, yes, HelT Schroeden was happy 

to break this contract . Although he was not quite as happy when 

the m.:: l .,_ ( ?) revealed the secret protocol, 

that the West German government had agreed never to recognize the 
• 

St.ate ·or Israel . • This was embarrassing. The west, especially '/..,'t 

those nations in which there i a large Jewish public opinion might 

• not like it. 

So it was announced in Bonn tnat 

treaty, another agreem nt had been scrapped by another German govern

ment . Then Bonn was surprisingly chagrined at the explosion of ~nger 

and the furor which enupted, in fact . After all, we promised them 

blorod money ..• reparations. You could almost hear the councils in 

Bonn, the echo of the old ant.i-.5.em.iJ.iic ~erootype . YoU g1 ve a Jew 

money--what more does he want . Bonn was chagrined that there was 

this xcessi ve anger in Jerusalem. And Bonn was disturbed that a number 
men 

f American Jewish business and others, in an impromptu action, began 

an embargo for their own company ( ?) of further import,d of West Germany 

goods . So, • Germa:qy was disturbed and the world 

was disturbed, because of Germany . 

What is the focus which all this must be aesessed? Simply 
.... 

this--the fires of ambition burn brightly in the Reich. Once upon ... 
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a time in the years immediately at the end of the Second World war, 

under the leadership of Conrad denauer, Germany policy was focused 

to th west. There was talk, as you recall, or a United Europe. 

Germany would be economically and politically _integrated into the 

'est . And the interest or Ftance and of the low countries, in 

peace and in principle, the supposed new interest ot the Ge:nnan 

politician would guarantee that Germany would not again trample 

over the world. But since Mr . Adenauer has left office, the focus 

of German policy has changed. Germany•a eyes are not on the West, 

but on the ast . We have not heard much of this in the United States, 

but Europe knows 1 t and knows 

better part of hia lat press 

a aulle, devoted th 

said thiss "Europe has reason alw ya .t be _darkly suspicious whenever 

Germany sets out in searcn of herself." Under Adenauer Germani olicy 

was focused on a United Europe •• that interest lags. German eyes are 

to the East . And he warned West Germany that re-unification cannot 

take lace except through war. The other nations of Europe were not 

prepared to tolerate the German policy which might pr cipitate w r . 

Now I know that our own government through tour administrations has 

made the re-unification of o·ermany elemental in our foreign policy. 

ith all due respect, the St te Department has not always reveal d th 

word of God and Moses at Mt . Sinai. The re-unification of Germs.iv, yea . 

Some tim . But no one has answered the simple question, the fundamental 

question how is it to be chieved . Can you imagine ·the conmunist world 
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giving up a large block of its territory: to the free en~erprise world? 

Can you imagine the tree enterprise world giving up a large block o! 

our t rritory to the Communist camp? How is re-unification to be 

achieved? By war? nd what is German? What is Oerma~? Maey 

German textbook colors in as German territory large blocks of land 

which the Poles believe belong to them. Hitler believed th · t t e 

legitimate boundaries of Germany were the Baltic, the Mediterrane n, 

and the Atlantic . member of the Parliament rose in Bonn just a 

month ago am reasserted the legitimate claims of Gu-maey to the 
~ 

Sudatenland. Shades of 1936 end 7th at Munich. ~re we to go through ~, 

another decade of G rman claims to the Sar, to Alsace-Lorraine, to 

the Sudaten, to the lfah Corr d , Has it not always 
timate 

been the roe.d to war? R icat o alternate essential 

to a stable Europ • I ad i t at the di vision of Europe, eas.t and 

west through the middle of Germany is artificial, but what boundary 

of Germ8I'J¥ is not artificial? Except perhaps the.boundaries of Europe . 

Or own reaction, the State Department •s reaction to the events of the 

past week shows that we have utterly misinterpreted their imort . OUr 

concern bas been to smooth over the relationships for West Germany 

with Israel, Cairo, Spain, wh rever these relationships are !rayed. 

Our concern has been as always the stability, the security of the 

est German Government . Oemacy is predictablJ anti-Russian. Russia 

has always been the great threat to Germany in Europe over a thousand 
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y ars , and we have made the keystone of our policy in Europ, the 

strengthening and the arming of West Germany, to see that this is 

the great road block to Russian ambition. Well and good, but is 

this answer sufficient? Are we prepar d to continue to give to 

the Bonn Government a blank check to b k up its political ambition. 

We were disturbed by Israel •s anger at Oermany•a action. Mr. Averill 

Harriman wea uprooted from the sands of Palm Beach and precipitously 

jetted over to Tel Aviv--the smooth Israel tempest . Perhaps, perhaps 
of 

·out of this may come some direct arming Israel by the United States. 
there 

Perhaps out of this may come a realization in Washington that the 

only basis of security in the Near East is a p¢litical arrangement 

between Israel, the only democracy in ast and the United 

States, by which we guarantee the bo nd territory of Israel. 
' 

Russia has poured into Nasser•s BrW' a billion dollars worth of 

soohistioated weaponry in the last I ten years. December o! this : l~t 

year, the United Arab Republic and Russia signed the fourth of their 

series of Arms Agreements . Mr. Nasser now has 1,,000 modern heavy 

tanks, more than all the tanks that the allies and the Germans had 

and fought with eavh other in the Afric in the second World War. 

Nasser now has in Egypt the most powerful jet air force outside of 

Europe and of this continent. Nasser has the German scientists 
and 

building him the gcound to ground missiles, the jet weaponry which 

can carry nuclear warheads. Perhaps Washington will come to see 

the deed, to make clear which has so far only been hinted; to make 

explicit what has so far never been written, that our ultimate concern 
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is with freedom to the freeJ with democracy to those who practice it 

and that the American government will not allow this little outpost 

of freedan to be destroyed , crushed, by another dictator . P rhaps 

so--we have yet to see it . 
•a 

Our government responded to Herr Obnechstein, the German Am-

bassador to the United States, visit to the State Department, by 

assuring the State . Department, by assuring Mr . Obnochstein, that 

our government looked with disfavor upon such impromptu boycotts, 

that the boycott was not a normal form of national activity and 

we did not espouse it . Letters and telephonic conmunication was 

begun in Wfshington to those American business people who had begun 

this spontaneous action. 

Well , in all the years that th /trab boycott , against 

any company which did buaine s wi h Isr.ael has been in effect, we, 

' have never been able to get tne St£te Departments similar statement . 
I 

The Arab boycott has never been officialzy condemned, ~d the State 

Department has found ways to c:J.rcumvent its operations in our aid 

program, in our military program, and elsewhere , where it affects 

our policy. The American reaction to the West German-Cairo imbroglio 
the 

was simoly to smooth ~way for an ally that had stumbled madly in 

its international relations . -;, e failed uttlrly to see what the 

German action means--what it re1 resents--the fires which lie behind it . 

We hav failed utterly to recognize that now is the time for a major 

reassessment of our German policy . Are we prepared to go the whole 

hog with Germany? If Germany maneuvers now, will we re- unify? Are 
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we prepared to accept the threat of war - implicit in this policy. 

Some would ss.y , "Rabbi , as a Jew you are understandably passionate . 

Could it not be that your reactions are excessive . That you fail to 

see the new Qermany because your eyes are greyed over by the tires lit 

by the old . " Perhaps . But you know, the world would have been tar 

better of£ if it had listened to 1 s Jews in 1930, in 1931, in 1932- 

we cried out . The world said, "There is a new Oermar.w ·-oermany will 

be satisfied with the Saar . We can do business with them." We Jews 
w 

have had a thousand-year bitter history in and with Germany . '-'l'-o know 
we 

the German soul- ...U...can sense when there is a change in a German heart . 

Survival baa depe ed on it_. and our 

We read the message clearly. 

in sehock . 

or death. This is the work of a twelve-year old who never became· thirteen. 

Today the ghetto knows a different tear . 
Close in its grips . 
Death wields an icy scythe -
An evil sickness spreads i as terror in its wake 
·And th victims of its shadow weep , cry . 
There tather •s heartbeat tells its fright and 
Mothers bend their heads into their hands . 
Now children choke and die with typhus here 
And bitter is taken fro their backs . 
My heart still beats inside nzy- breast 
While friends depart for other worlds . 
Perhaps , its better, who can eay. 
In watching thi , perhaps, its better to die , today . 
But, no, my God , we want to live 
Not watch our numbers melt awey, 
We want to have a better world 
We want to work- -we must not die. 
We-Vant-to have- ~ter ~ 

We want to have a better world . Peace is the fundamental sub
structure, the foundation on which such a world must be built . Peace 

can come only when the f'irea of German ambition have been fully quenched . 
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Put out . The time is now- -before the flame burns high. While 

there are still controls . hile the est decencies •till count . 
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GERMANY, ISRAEL A}ID THE JEWS 

February 28, 1965 
The Temple 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Terezin was a relocation center of the Nazis halfway up the rail

road line to the death camps at Auschwitz. Terezin served to guarantee 

Auschwitz a steady supply of raw material --human beings. Terezin also 

served a public relations purposes for the Nazis. Whenever, during the 

war, a neutral nation might protest, on the basis of rumors, circulated 

to it, the possibility of massive Nazi exterminations its diplomats would 

be brought to Terezin. "See, there are no ovens, no gas chambers here. 

re simply have interred the Jews for the duration." The diplomats did 

not see the daily cattle trains filled with human beings travelling east

ward. These were scheduled to leave the camps late at night long after 

the diplomats had been ushered out the gate. 

Bet een 1942 and 1944, some fifteen tho sa children passed through 

Terezin. There was a school in this camp. App ranees had to be kept up 

at all costs. But no child ever graduated from this school. Yet, someh , 

scrap of the iting and of the colorin of these children have survived 

t e ar. I ould like to read to yo this morning a bit of the verse of 

one of thes martyred innocents. 

en a new child comes everythi se m~ strange 
to him. 
t? On the round I have to lie? 

t bl ck otat ? 
o, not I. 
•v ot to sty, ut it dirty h re. 

y look ·t dirt If ar. 
nd I'm pose to sl on it. 
111 ta 1 irty. 

Hear th of shoutin cri 
n Oh o flies. 

Everyone kno sf ie carry dis a . 
Oh! So eth·n bit me 

sn 1 t that ab b ? 
Ier in Terezin life is hell 

And hen I'll o home again 
I can't t tell. 
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Teddy, who wrote this was cindered in Auschwitz in 1943 . He 

never went home again. But his mur erers did. Those who turned on the 

gas taps, those who staffed so efficiently Ger11 any's urdero sly cruel 

final solution to the Jewish problem, went home. And there may of them 

remain to this day --hap y prosperous burghers enjoying their firestde 

a d t eir er . 

Cone va ve e timates lace the Q~ er of peo le exte inated 

b the 1azis in these cams durin • the second orld Jar at seven and one-

half nillion . t the end of the war, 5,025 Germans were tried and co~-

victed by the 11 · ed o "ts. Since that time 5,445 other in ividuals 

have been tried by the Courts of the ederal German e ubl·c n co victed . 

. ny of these rere sent ce o incredibly slort terms. ·cal of the 

ich t e a-called azi a ~~ rials 

have tak la a completed ac ion i t o o , o e 

0 SCI one H_r ian Krwney. The n e by dol h Eichma 
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German j stice has been foot-dragging and soft-hearted in the 

handling of the Nazi war crimes. Dnring nineteen hundred and sixty-four, 

this past year, twenty-two inct ·viduals were tried 1J.!lder major charges . 

These twenty-two men were implicated in the death of over half a million 

men, women and children. Their sentences: two were sentenced to life, 

four were sentenced to less than fifteen years, twelve were sentenced to 

from three to six years and four were acquitted. As one irate and in

dignant prosecutor put it "we sometimes receive sentences which amount 

to ten minutes in jail for every person killed." 

It as not until 1958 that the Gerw~n government could be prodded 

to be ·in a system ic ·nvesti ation of the Jazi war crimes. It was only 

in 1958 that the Central ~ureau to Investi.a e azi war crimes was es-

ta lished and that the Germans bega to burro into the typically complete 

and systematic records kept by the Gestapo and the SS. o surprisingly, 

and in a macabre sen e ymbolical of this whole masquerade, the senior 

investi a or of this Bureau wa unmasked six weeks ago b the s German 

overn ent as a former head of the Hitl r Youth. 

tr·ckle of en perforce have come befor the German court. 

Their tr· ls ave been le0 ally narro . Their sentences have been un-

con ciona ly gentl - entamoWlt t a wrist slap here a a v rbal repri d 

there er public opinion has not wa ted th se trials. Ger ny insists 

the a is be ·n her. e wants the orld to believe that there is a new 

er ny. Th Hitler era was an a rration. Ther is no car -ov r b tee 

hen nd to ay. A recent poll by the respected ickert In titute hoed 

th ov r eventy ercent of the German peo le favor d an i e iate cessa

tion o the ar tr als. The German Pres sensitive to th nati nal mo 
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has been writing articles about "Gleichberechtigung" which simply means 

"we are not the only guilty." "'Vie are more sinned against than sinners . " 

The National Zeitung, just a month ago, published a long catalogue of 

British violence, beginning with some violence in the year 609 when Celtic 

kings murdered a few nuns and coming down to British action in Ireland, 

South frica, the Sudan, India, including the bombing of Berlin, Dresden, 

and Hamburg, during the second orld far. n ~e are not the only guilty. tt 

e are more sinned against than sinners." 11Gleichberechtigung." Now where 

there is a will ... where a government wants to have a popular political 

latform on which to stand for election, a way can always be devised, words 

can always be fo~nd to do hat a nation wants done. The words in this case 

ere found in the lan uage of the eimar Constitution which remains the 

basic law of the Federal Republic. The way out was found by the Bonn 

finister of Justice, who by the way is him elf an ex-Nazi who was dis-

·rred for six years at the end of the war for his actions under Hitler . 

The ay out as fotmd in a provision of the eiman Constitution which 

established a statute of limitatio s of twenty years for criminal action. 

y of J.965, repr ents th t deadline. It is twenty years since the en 

of th ar . So s Herr Erhardt's stood for election of this year, it wa 

nounced th t as of y none charges against azi criminals ould be 

initi ted. ter y no more investi ations of azi crimes woul be 

un ertaken An int rnatio al ed. Pot only among Jews but 

cro h r adth of 

·1 d oot. ranc 

t o limi tio 

ht he oina 

t r c on 

ur pe all Ero ha en crushed under the iron-

nd Holl nd announced th thy h d lift d th ir o 

in th cri a a ns humanity. Poland anno ced 

con uct year-long campai n of prote ta a t the 

G nany lifted its own ta ute of limitat·ons 
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and threatened to expose from its own archives the record of tens upon 

hW1dreds of est German officials whose past histories implicated them 

with Nazi atrocities. 

It would appear, as of this moment that within a week or two the 

West German Parliament will prolong the terminal date for Nazi war crime 

prosecutions . Their motive does not lie in conscience or in guilt --no 

great victory has been won for humanity. Rather Germany simply has been 

caught in the political soup once too often. There are too many current 

embarrassments to stick to her vanity here. Between last Fall and this 

Spring occurred the fiasco between Bonn and Cairo which led to the abroga

tion of the German arms purchase agreement with Israel. The political 

soup became sticky. Herr Erhardt had to back peddle on this one decision. 

So the trials ill go on, slowly, shoddily, meaninglessly, and with im

plausible and wrist slapping sentences. 

I confess that Germany's mulish and cl y handlin of this whole 

ar crim s episode has revived my suspicions of the ne ermany. Oh, I 

:no that the Germans claim that they must be law-abiding, that it as 

their circumve tion of law and due process during the itler era allo ed 

Hitler to com to power. I wish Germany would live by its law. But un

fo t ately Ger ny still ends ' its law hen it finds it expedient to do 

so. It is ainst German 1 w for a German ational to hire himself out 

a mercenery sci nti tor technician to build up the military machine 

o ano her ation. The presence of German scientists in Cairo and 

Al ndr·a her they are buildin asse 's war machines, jet aponry, 

d ile , is open secret. For two years or more Israel has pr -

ted their presence. The German Consti t 11tion for bids their resence 

·n C • o, ut the scientist remain, and the West German governm nt 1th 
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its vaW1ted concern for the law has failed to invoke its own law. 

I confess that I have grave doubts about a new Germany. The 

wounds are still raw, but my concern is not only narrowly Jewish , I 

have long since given up the hope that Germany is repentent and that 

German conscience had been renewed or that Germany wanted to realine its 

thousand-year bitter history towards the Jew . Germany has yet to recognize 

th State of Israel. Germany has yet to recall its scientists . Germany 

was quite willing last month to break unilaterally an arms agreement with 

Israel . Germany 's conscience is remarkably thick-skinned. If it is good 
the 

for Germany iWright thing to do. If Jews suffer, so be it, so it has 

often been . But my concern is also with European peace, with the peace 

of the world . You lmo, we Jews are in a sense the barometer of mankind . 

en the cold inds blow we are the first to shiver. Germany's actions 

to ards Israel and to ards the Jewish people these past months have caused 

s to hiver . It is time that called out to the world that German 

m ition 1 es. 

has never handle 

Europe. 

arm.any again ants land - the fullness of a power she 

isely. A lively- Germany always has meant death across 

h acts re ell kno and can be briefly stated. Germany has 

en ·nt r std a hav all the nations of the world in the . econo ic po-

t n i l of stern rkets. he erman government as inve ted ome 

70 'llion of loans 'th • asser and has guaranteed the further in-

nt o om JOO llion of eq1ipment and material by its industrial-

r ny ollo s er normal inter-governmental procedures. Our own 

q lly in olved. Germaey is int rested in markets, in the 

z o l, in emergent Africa. This is not surprising - hat is sur-

r i t t s gr ed - this normal international greed can be 
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subordinated to a single passion. Germany has put all of this investment 

in jeopar dy . Why? Out of fear. What is her fear? That the Arab nations, 

especiall y the United Arab Republic, will recognize the legitimacy of the 

F.ast Ger man government. Germany dreams of land to the F,ast far more than 

of arkets i n t he !fiddle East . 

. Nasser , as you well know, has been a favorite of the Soviet 

for many months . He first tried to play East against est -- and for a 

long time now he has played largely with the Fast. He has sponsored a 

socialist rebellion in the Yemen. He is sending technicians and equipping 

the Congolese r ebels i n Central Africa . He is putting pressure on the 

Libyan king to fo r ce us o t of our giant air force base in eeler . He 

is playing the ame of sco, and he is establishin all man er of olitical 

and commercial and ·1itary a~reements with the Russian and with the satel

lite state . Herr Ulbr i cht, head of the East German overnment, was to go t> 

Cairo to establish co ercial contacts and sign commercial contracts . 

asser as to elco e hi m. a ser did elcome im~ Thi seemed natural 

eno h,but ther as panic i n Bonn. The est German government feared that 

this elco e old i l de t he r ec gn tion of Fast ermany. Ther is a 

o-ca le Hol ein Doctrin hi ch holds as a basis of est GerIMn policy 

h t s mu i hdra co ni tion .. rem al! nat • on which r c n • ze s 

Ger n oo icy is C d above all else in the E.ast and on re-

c ion it b d by sser's invitation to Ulbricht, est ermany 

1 to ht old riend o de · cracy Generalissimo Franco, to se his 

ood to a jut the if erence tween Cairo an Bonn. A a sh 

c lo th r de erva s sent o Cairo. NassQr sen ed 

old no t Yes he as llin not to reco nize officially 

h t r n v rnmen ould r nounce its arms contract 
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with Israel and if the West erman government would agree never to 

recognize the State of Israel. Bonn was delighted. Herr chroeder, 

the Foreign fi.nister had never favored the Adenauer-Ben Gurion Arms 

Aa-reement . er n interests lie with the mi hty, with the powerful, 1vi th 

Suez, where there is oil. Israel was at most a political nuisance. Guilt 

had drawn Germany to Israel and Herr Schroeder was happy to be dealin 

in pure polotik . He announced the abrogation of the arms contract. The 

pledge never to recognize Israel was to be a secret protocol. Then the 

1 rquis de erva prematurely revealed the secret pro ·se. By its actions 

Benn had shown bad faith . nother German government had shown its co -

-tempt for intern~tional contracts yet Bonn professed surprise and cha rin 

at the subsequent explosion of worldwide anger and indignation. "After 

all, we have pai the Jews blood oney ••. reparation . What more could you 

ask? You cold almo th ar in Bon the echo of the old anti- e.itic 

s ereotype. Give a Je • o ey--- hat more d e. ,ant? Bonn 

onn was ist 

s cha rined 

that here a 'ex essi n er in Jerusale. 

n er o ... erican J :is b sin ss e nd oh rs in an impro1 u action, 

e an a priva e e b rgo o 1e t Ge • the natter 1 y . Ger. 

di turbed an the orld 

o inter a ·ona o lig ions 

h re of i 

n r di a t 

l ~d r onr a er 

Th r t l 0 r C 11, 

0 C 11 d pol·tic 11 i 

nc n 0 Co tri 

s urbe, becau o Ger ny. Th scrap i g 

r ny had an all too fa iliar rin . 

bri ht . n t e R ich. Once u on i e 

n of con 'o ld ar der the 

er n o ic 'I s focused on the st . 

of a ite ermany old be 

t d • t • he. r 0 

np C nd . 
1 C le n th 

0 o h n o ic· n o l antee tha 0 no 

n r le o r the o d inc • de a e has l ft ffic t 
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the focus is on a united Germany not a united Europe . We have not heard 

much of this in the United States, but urope knows it and knows it well . 

General de Gaulle devoted the better part of his last press conference 

to this specific point ! "Europe has reason always to be darkl y suspicious 

whenever Germany sets out in search of herself . " Under Adenauer German 

policy was focused on a United Europe .• that interest has lag 0 ed . German 

eyes are to the East . The General warned est Germany that re- uni ication 

cannot take place except through war and that the rest of Europe would not 

tolerate a German policy which ·ni ght precipitate war . Now I know that 

our gov rnrnent has made the reunification of Germany an elemental plank 

in our foreign olicy. Vi th all de respect State De artment policy is 

not the revealed word of God to 1bses at 1t . Sinai . The reunification of 

Ger ny, yes . Some time. en it comes about naturally - if an when the 

Cold r is resolved . Can you imagine the com unist world givin up a 

large block of its territory to the free enterpri e world or the ca italist 

orld iving up a large block of our territory to the Communist camp? 

o is reunification to be achi ved? German reunification is implausible 

today. eyond the question o reasonable tactics, there is a q estion 

of territory. at is Germ ny? ny a erman textbook colors in as German 

large blocks of lad hich he Poles believe elong to them. Hitler be-

1·e ed that th l itimate bo daries o ermany ere the Baltic, the 

dit rrane n n the Atlantic. Just a month a o a member of the Parliament 

ro ·n Bonn n res ert d the cl ims of ermany to the Sudetenl nd . 

h d of 1936 nd ich . Are e to o thro h another decade German 

cl ·ms tot r to 1 ac -Lor ine to th udeten, tote olish 

Corr·d t zi? Ha i~ not 0 en the roa o r? R unifica-

t • o t • 1 l E . Th d vi ion of E ope, 
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east and west, through the middle of Germany is artificial, but what 

boundary of Germany is not artificial? 

Our State Department's reaction to the events of the past week 

shows that we have utterly misinterpreted their import. Our concern has 

been to smooth over the relationships of West Germany with Israel and of 

est Germany with Cairo . Our concern is as always the stability and se

curity of the 1 est German Government . Germany is predictably anti-Russian. 

We have made the strengtheni and the arming of est Germany the keystone 

of our policy in Europe. We see Germa r as the essential road block to 

Russian ambition . ell and good, but are we prepared to give Bonn a 

blank check to back up its political a bition? 

~shin ton was disturbed by Israel's angry retaliation to Ger1any's 

action. . Averill Harriman was uprooted from the sands of Palm Beach 

and recipitously jette to Tel Aviv to sooth Israel's temper. Perhaps 

o to~ tis ,ay ~ome some ··rect arming of Isr e by the United State~. 

Perha s out of this ther may come a realization in ashin ton that th 

o 1 ba is o sec ity in the ear East is a political arrang nt bet een 

Israel, th onl emocracy in the ear East 

the boundarie and territo 

nd the United States, by 

of this little lad . hie a.at 

t last ten ears Rs ia has oured into asser's army a bill on ollars 

orth o ophis icated eaponry. In December of is last ear the United 

ep lie a R ~ia si ned the fourth 0 a lon . Arms A re mE!'l ts • ser1. 0 

r no ha 15 ,000 modern h avy tank or han all th t nk sed by 

t 11· the h during the African c . of orld a er n paign ar 

o. r no h d th most o erful j t air ore out 0 E ope and 

of thi cont·nent . a s r has German scientists to b ild rom to roun 

1 n • t 0 arry n cl r arh d . P rhaps ashin"'ton 
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will come to make clear which has so far only been hinted: to make ex

plicit what has so far never been established, that our ultimate concern 

is with freedom and with the free; with democracy and with those who practice 

it. That the American government will not allow this little outpost of 

freedom to be destroyed, crushed, by another dictator. Perhaps so-though 

we have yet to see it. 

Our State Department responded to a visit of the German Ambassador 

with an assurance that our government looked with disfavor upon impromptu 

boycotts. Communication was begun in 1fashington with those business people 

who had initiated this spontaneous action. In all the years that the 

official Arab boycott against any- company- which did business with Israel 

has been in effect, our government has never issued a similar statement. 

The Arab boycott has never been officially congemned. American reaction 

to the West German-Cairo imbroglio was simply to smooth an ally who had 

stumbled badly in the handling of her international relations. We failed 

utterly to see what the German action means --what it represen~s--the 

fires which lie behind it. We have failed utterly to recognize that now 

is the moment for a major reassessment of our German policy. Are we pre

pared to continue to allow Germany the blank check so far tendered? Are 

we prepared to accept the threat of war--implicit in our policy? 

Some would say, "Rabbi, as a Jew you are understandably passionate. 

Could it not be that your reactions are excessive? Could it not be that 

your reactions are excessive? Could it not be that you fail to see the 

new Germany because you cannot forget the old?" Perhaps. But you know, 

the world would have been far better off if it had listened to its Jews 

in 1930, in 1931, in 1932--when we cried out. The world said 11There is a 

new Germany--Germany will be satisfied with the Saar. We can do business 
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with them." We Jews knew better. We have h d a thousand-year bitter 

history in and with Germany. We know the German soul. Survival has de-

pended on it. 

May I end this as I began by reading to you from the literature 

of death. This is the work of a twelve-year old who never became thirteen. 

str uc 

Today the ghetto knows a different fear. 

Close in its grips. 
Death wields an icy scythe -
An evil sickness spreads in terror in its wake 

nd the victims of its shadow weep, cry. 
Their father's heartbeat tells its fright and 

thers bend their heads into their hands. 
ow children du)ke and die with typhus here 

And bitter tax is taken from their bands. 
heart still beats inside rzy breast 

ile friends depart for other worlds. 
erhaps, its better, who can say. 

In watching this, perha s, its etter to die, today. 

B t, n, cry God, we want to live 
1ot atch our numbers melt away, 

e want to have a tter w rld 
e want to "W'Ork--we must not d"e 

ant to have a be ter w rld. 
e o ich such a orld mu t be 

Peace is he fundamentals b
ilt. Peace can come only hen 

the f i res of German am ition have been fully tout. The t· e i no,--

befor e t he fla me burns high. 

o er still co ts. 

ile there are controls. ile estern 
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RESill of RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SILVER'S ADDRESS 

y - ISRAEL AND THE JE\. s II 

Ugly Memories and Ugly Actions 

1e past week• s events have focused t1pon Bonn and Israel. AI. un appy 

record mus t be rehearsed. Bonn has._. fo1e a caaons known 01:ly: tJ tie~, ne rer 
... ltoR. "~~ recognized the state of Isree. Bonn MQ ~gt recalled its scient sts and 

A 

. Nasser's ssile armor . Jow Bo 

has sho a absolute indifference t o Israel's security by a hasty cancellation 

o an arms purchase cont;-act under pressure from EgYI>t. This record. must be 

noted and there mus t be added to it Bonn's ea erness to end thee barrass ent 

o continuing prosecut on o ex- azis for war crimes. e Jewish peopl 

h ve reason to remember Gennan '/ and Ge . any' s present pol cies have not con n ed 

th J sh people that here i new Ge ny-1/But he incident s o t e past week 

t od o 

C . ? iro~ 

all pe ce-lovin peo le. German .. 's ac ions c n be u e -

ss C ro reco iz t e 

or re n :le tion. lb did Boon bow to 
l\ 

s e an governr ent. Si a t h as 

s e o ic , a b "tion h s v 1 ed end t e tie ab o re n c Lon 
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sit no . 

or ent d G 
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to warn t 

t e • 



the into hol caust three ti 
/ ,. 

our 

in the last century. It is time tha 

sorship of ~£ion. would be 

tragic if our affability encouraged further the German dreams, for these could ----turn out to be a ni ghtmare for the entire world. 
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M ~THA R.EZNI CK 

The role of symbol and ritual in religious life is so we have some other 

things to help us believe in God. For the Christians, Jesus is a symbol 

for they believe he is the son of God and the Messiah. They pray to 

Jesus and believe in him. 

We have many Jewish rituals and symbols. They are a part of our life 

because even we sometimes may say we don't believe in them we actually 

do. Such as lighting the candles on Friday ni ht altho we may not do 

this we actually know it is right and we should do it. So, we r eally 

do believe in it . The wine and the blessint over it;the wine is a 

symbol and the blessing over it is an important part of our Jewish lives. 

ven coming to Sabbath School is a ritual. We are learning all the 

Jewish meanings and symbols. Rituals and symbols play a small role in 

my life because I am often thinkinf; of th .m, but they reaJ.ly mean some

thing to me and when I think of them I think of our Jewish life and 

heritage . 

Yes, symbols are im ortant for us to have if we didn't even have a 

Temple, Rabbi, a Pryer Book or any of ur symbols we couldn't 

really have a full complete religion. Th~ help us to believe in 

God and know the anin of our religion. 

Public pra 
he y,s brin 

er : s imoortant to Jews because hen we ray together it 

us closer to God and I sr el. When prayinL to God our 

J wish hp s 
bet er lso. 

ter. 

nd a pi a ions made clearer to us and we can think 
he we sp ak out loud we ex ress urs lves e sjer 1md 




