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'T'he Tern le 
March 21 , 1965 

Rabbi Danjel Jeremy ilver 

1HE 

ionday ight last our resi ent spoke to joint session of the Congress . 

His v ords rar g with a sense of urgency . His deterrr.ination had been s awned 

in the stre ts of elma. His purpose wast secure in fact the right of 11 

mericans t co~e together peacefully and legall to protest i juctic nd 

to eman redress for their grievance . -:onda. r i g t the Pre ident 

articul te the decenc of our atione1 phi o hy . 
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In Selma, in allas Couty and throughout the out_ the white southerner 

hac: had thinfS pretty much his own wa,r . Here the J e o, as the outherner 

puts it so euphemistic ly , knows his place . 'J'he Fifteenth Amendment to our 

Constitution has bee widely nd r outinely disre garded . Lest we for get , 

th5s Amendment r ovides th t no citizen of the United States shall be de rived 

of the right to vote b_ the Unite _ .:, tates, or by any state, bee use of race , 

creed, or condition of previous servitude . 

In Januory of this eAr r . ,ortin Luther ng brouzht th J o aratus 

of his So thern Chris ian eadership Con erence t 0 e ma to or nize a 

voter-re istration carrpai'='n . ,1errces presented hemselves at he r e :, . strar • s 

desk . ·hese officials aw led . 1ey i, ould • en for one hour , perha s two , 

and 1ould recess o ... e or two a olicants ... da . • A s.. cio11s tech 1ical • ty 

coul fow , • t -hich to i va id ate the vot o colo skin . 

he e :ro tool the st est o strate is er·c outra e . 

tr by ficial h s +, "' b officia . le n e s e a 0 0. V ce, 
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of the land. In his meeting wj th Governor allace atur a-;1 a week, the 

nresident reminded the Governor-, that if he truly WE'S concerned with p blic 

order in Alabama, there was a sfrrple remedy . Let th -overnor use the powers 

of his office to redr vS the grievances of his fellow citizen , to sp d u •) 

Kegro re .istration and to 

and his cities would quiet . 

ant ,Je 0 oes the vote and the streets would empty 

,,,he -r .sident meanc business . rwo ays after hiss eech he submit·ed 

to the Con;_;ress a strong Voti g iihts Bill . Fe i dicated that he wante,' 

this bill or a stronger bill, an n wantec this legislati n no; . ..:.s entially 

the Civil ights Bill provi es fo a standard a1d implc registration 

rocedure whic would do awar wit i1 h"; ly echn"c forms an tests . 

J.f local officials continu to d awdl and to fin every s .. ecious re, son to 

emr registration, t er 1 overnment will orcraniz an st f 
0 

tr tion p aces. _he Bill ovi es 0 ce 1 -suit wtl be 

pro 1ib • ted . he South can ot use he f".Our to delay . Fj ally, 

he Federa_ overnme t Ti l u ervi elec . to s th i, h r ss ""' n 

in .. ion nc 0 -r· h fr u does not ·nvcl"d te he e o's VO 'he 
u • 
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ffice to secure th. p ss ,.;e of the Civil .. i :hts Bill of 1964, which 

establishes niform voting regulations . sixth- 2Tade educ ~tion was 

declere a oresu111) jon of lite-iacy--c?J.l tha.t a state could re ... uire of 

anyone who w·shes to re ister . e~e ~ation in publi.c accornod tions , in 

the restaurants, in the hotels nd the motels of the l end was struck down . 

1Io 1 the resi- e t has submi ted the strongest Civil .. i ,hts Bill and he nas 

just, th .... e pr st days, federalized a egrient of tre 1 baria l:ati nal Ju~rd 

to protect those citizens of .. labama wno will m· ch o their C ,. itcl to 

.. eti t • n their .1over or to redre::.. their many grievc.nces . 

It trul.. si ni icant w y the resident I s nergy i. the B:r~a of Civil 

i ts has co~unic t d itself nc~oss th . 1 n . ~o er1 me. have mo ed 

be. ron the pl t • tudes of rothe ho0 ek eJ01. d t e wor s to d e s and to 

c'tizen hip . m lar e .. 1 yer hcv done more th n puclic 1·ly clain 
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"'T.'he real hero of t his struggle is the merican 

.. ~egro . His actions and protests--his courage 

to risk his life--have awalened the conscience 

of this nation . His demonstrations have been 

designed to call attentio1 to injustice , designed 

to provoke change, designed to stir reform . Be 

ha.s called upon us to make good the promise of 

America . ho among us can say that we would h . ve 

made the same progress , were it not for his er

sist.en braverr and his fait!'l in American democracy?" 

So many of us have been sa .. ing "It ' s true . The ~ egro has been dis

criminated against . Since the Civil ar the Tero has suff red ace tur 

as n ou cast. Heh s been denied t e full 

wh 11 f this n ise? , 

hese people para i 

t ese ickets 

around our streets? 

there not q iet r wa to achie e th sam 

undance th tis ~merica , but 
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force to permit the change . n our own city the entle and quiet meetin~~ s 

have placed bo ks in our school, but they have not placed a single Negro 

working man on the Federal ~uildin work force . It is one of the truths in 

the Civil i hts movement that basic legislation has come abou only after 

rolon ed nd protracted public dernonstration . Such demonstration focuses 

the Btte tion of the natio and rallies its will ; and , finally , the ler:isl tors 

resoond . It was the ont ,._ omer r bus boycott of fi ,,e years D0 0 whic .1 f ~ n lly 

struck down Jim Crow practices in ublic transoort .tion . rnhe lunch counter 

demonstr tions in Birmingha two years ag led t o the Civil .i vhts .Act of 

1 64 . 'l'h noise d the parade ad the violence of elna led directly to 

th otinz Righ s .ct which the resident sub itted last weelr . ven in our 

o cit where tre demonstr2 ions have been far less clear in p Jose , who 

of us c n s y that ha.d it not been for these de· .onstrc?tio s we w ul h ve 

bee s active in i rovin the u lit of our cation, in i m rov·n" t 

q li y of or welf ~e erv· ce~ , in seein to · t that ~ vert f n s were 

brou h 0 ci "'" 
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law bee use un er pressure , the law w s enlarged and redefined . Because of 

these raucous demonstratj ons, the .1artin Luther ,. . n:-rs and the philoso hies 

of non-violence are still dominant nd the harsh and violent words of 

alcolm X are minor elements of force . Had it not be 11 for these dm on

strati ns and for their success- -h2d the Jegro movement forward been hemmed 

in behind and before the v r .. foundations of our society would be in jeo ardy . 

"'That I am sayin:;) can be simoly ut : i t high time that we 0
ot off of ou 

high horse . It i.s high time th t re sto Jped complainj n and criticizing 

the noise d thee ..b r ssment of it all and the way this or that is 

or~a ized. It is high time ha we realized the hi h u efuln ss o thee 

demonstratjons , t le st oft ose demonstr tins that are ur ose ul an 

deliber te . 

d it not be n for thes demonstr t·ons how m steos for rd woul 

we. ve ~len? C uld e 1 ok forwar orb io 

of the e :ro wit i meric no portuni ? 

o an meric Al e i : blood streets 

we not e lookin- o~ ard 
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a lon•_ and protracted de onstr tion. In Glevelak d he has not been deorived 

of his ri r;ht to vote but he is deprived of his rieht to emolo rment . He will 

protest and there is every possibility that tomorrow ight and the days 

thereafter , we will be reading black chaotic headlines, and looking at 

pictures of ic>cts who have t own t hemselves aero s the entrances and 

exits of 'T'he Feder2l Buildi11g to h lt construction . Wil l we have the same 

commendation for. everend J acobs and th C locally as we have had for 

Reverend Kina and th ~outhern Christia. Leadershi Confer nee w~ doim in 

Selma'? 

That are they prote..: ting about? rewspapers report th t onl o. e T ,a-o 

journ~y,an i at wor~ on the Fe eral ~roject in the five ma jor building 

unions . Fo three ye now, Civil .i ghts grou. s h r e have rote te u.ni •:>ns 

wlich den e 0 roes the u ion card an ther fo work . ec 11 ha i n th 

sunu r of 1 63 hnd a series of confront tio so r t his issue duri h 

buildi of an ad iti n o t e ublic .u it ~iu . There have been· r 1 

eetinrs be wee e n un:i n an be 1ee.1 the Ci vi . i 0 t 

e over t , bu s bs a ial result has be negli ible . 
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literacy tests in the outh to deny and delay the right . Whom the .egistrar 

does not want toe roll he fails . ho the union does not want to pass , he 

fails. The le o is taking to the str ets to insist that some kind of 

governmental oressure in th form of le~isl tion or of administrative decision 

be brou.~ht to pla. which will insure thGt the clear intent of natio11al policy 

in fact be establisher , end t hat the charecte which is now being played out 

be ended ; a charade in which the ~overnment or ders the employer to hire c y

one . l"f'he emoloyer sa ,s , I rill hire any o 1e , b t I c n onl .. 1 hire tr-ose ho 

h ve ion ccirds , nd the uni ors saJ you can hire en., union man , but there 

is no e~ro who ca ass the test . 

In elma , the foes was on the ri gh to vottJ, and th e of those 

demonstrations as broader than the desire simply t e oll th voters f 

S 1 a . h Civil ights ov ment a ted Federal law which wo d assure 

the e ro the vote. The foe s i Cl S 0 . olo e t . er p oo e 

the demons r tions i ind d 
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If we want peace in our city , if we want quiet in our stre ts , there is a 

simple way: let us redress the grievance bejng protes ed . The fault lies 

not with the .egro . he fault • ies Tith the econol""ic order of t . in
0

s , and 

i f we are concerned with peace and order , if we are concerned with the 

security of our city , if we went t move forw d beyond this shuff'lin.:;, "'n ~ 

this vi ol enc t o a bet ,er co unity , then we ust put the _ressur, upo the 

em'iloyers , upon t.he uni ons t1d uoon the c • ty g el'n nent an b ea the 

d·· criminatory merry- go-ro 

r e 1 gitimat0l y his . 

so that t e :Tegro may ave t ' ose ri>_;hts ·which 

e celebrate, tod y , he Festiva_ cf rurim . urim conriem ra es an 

ncient d l i verBnce . The hj stor: of Purim i a simple one . here as 

pl ot a ainst he Jeu . uce sther w s wjlling to demons rate before the 

,,.ing • n bcht'. f of her o 1oressed p le . She c lied to the ~ • n •1 attentio 

an out r wuich He. an a about to co . it. he co scienc of the .. i rr 

OV • pnrim it is , 11 f us to rev· a 1 ou at i tudes tow d emon-

s r ions i. beh lf of justic . 1 e ou ht ot o conpl ·n, but to~ prove . 

her, r e oi n .le s e. 01 str ion th t ca be overlooked , bu th trust 

of he e de nstrations u t nev e overlooked . he h v made it ib e 

fo e e o t o come c cs r o hi ri h s with·n e frame rork d contc 

C • or 1 of s loo or 1:.r of o r 

to s be o d t e 

Tl ey have 1 de it 

esent rac·a1 tr 
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Rarel in any irne doev an i s sue 1 y ear the seor t eart of J. merica it Plf. ar l"T are 
we me wi ha hallenge , not t o r growth or abt nfance , or our ,~lfarA or our secur,ty 
b t ra her t t1e ?81 ~ G and t ~ purpo es an h meani .g of orb loved na in . 
Th is s1e of eqi1a l right s f or (\-,,e r :i can nee;ro s i s 1.1 cr- n ss i e • 
.And sho~l e efeat o r eve r .r eneny, no s hot ld w do 1'\.., lo our weal th and c onq•l~r the star 
and still be ~neq1al to this is s e,then we will ha e fa 5led as a peo pl e· nd as a nati on 

The real hero o r. i. str le i s he American r.e ro . His ac t o s an protas s , hi co rage to 
ri k his life , have awaken d the con c i cce of th" na ion. His dei,or strati on s have beP 

d o ca 1 attent i on to · n ·ustice , designed to provoke ch e . aesigned t stir ref rm. 
F.e cal d upon u to make good the r oM1 se of America . And who amJr us oan 3ay tha~ we 

ave ade the ~ame progre s were it not f 8r his pers5stent braver, and hi faith in 
r·c n d oc r acy. 
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ABS'fRACT O • ADDRESS DI:LIVEr ED BY 

RABBI DANIEL J.wlill-1¥ SILVER 

Arr T I T ~ vlPLE, surDAY, 1.ARCH 21 

''11IIE PRESIDENT, THE GOVE<J •ro AIJD THE RIGHT TO VOTE" 

1oncla"' ni0ht last, President Johnson I ade it clear the tine s run out 

"'or the unreconstructed American ' s will to have the risht to vote . The 

President has run out o i: patience ·witl the ~lallace I s of the land who co plain ha·c 

street de11 onstrations o.re an intolerabl e attacl: on the public or er . As the 

• I 
resident J?Utl\ Governor Hallace h s only ·o use his ol'ricial po .. ers co redress 

t1e legitimcte grievances or his ne:.:; o Cello , - citizens and the st1eets will be 

quiet . 

The President 's speec was instructive o our n· tion's heie1tene uncer

st nd.in o t .e t c t ics o .... street "' e1 ons ra • o a ., public 11 re 1es . 11:/ho 

amon ur c~n say th 

his ( tl e ne0 1oes) ra 

we oul 1 ve 1 de 

1is i it 1 

e proGress '-."e1·e it not or 

ernocracv • II l e 

spent altoge e--- too I uc ti e co_ lainin o • t1e noisiness n e, b rraszment 

o t1 se rote ts . The si p le rut is, u 

e 1 booJ--~ .:n e public schoo t"' but do ot ut n roes co -;ror,, o e J. eder 1 

Build.in . 

The si nt bre k- ~hro h i~ t..l e lield o civil ri hL,s h e 11 co1 

as r sult o .. prolon e and o "te hero c ... u lie de ons' ation . Street 

d 0 r tion"' re t e ne roe ost e!'\ ecti e oli ic 1 1e n, n , as the 

id nt r mn d , le 1 d le te we • r ore tan s , the 

n C e 0 
. t lave l. e this ro ram e 1 1 n "' 

, t re or ) ssu ed he st bill 0 our soci 1 order . 'o be su e , t er 

b si eP1on ra ion nd t ere ve b e a ra -ta 0 t e ns ble 

on e demons a ors , yet, on the balance these de nstration ave 

r n our de crac and brought us closer to a just soci 1 er der . 
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Tomor:xow our nderst nding o..: the tactic of der..~onstr tion will be tested . 

'L.1e virtual absence o.f negro worl inguen on our F'ederal bui l d.in h s lead the 

ci vi 1 : it; 1 t.s organizations to call :tor public demonstru.tion . 1ere 1: ave been 

ir n .eiable me -~ings on Lhis prob le., but these 1 ee -inGs la e bee1 sin l rl 

devoi OJ. esul t and inall de _onstrations have beer SC.lie ulec Lo orce 

esults . 

In Sell a, a"' issue , s the i -c to ote an the u l t,i1 ate purpose 01 the 

s a de o str cion ·was ·o secure ler·isla ·ion rhich would a1: nvee e -roes 

across c e Sou -1 t ei ri • ts . In Clevel nd l e issue i e· plo :ient and the 

c e resul- 1ere c tr nsce d a ieJ 1 en on one 1 roject . 
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ABSTRACT 0.L1 ADDRESS DELIVERED Y 

RABBI DATIEL JEREMY SILVER 
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