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'T'U:; V G - 'IES OF LI 

The Temple 
A r jl 4, 1965 

Rabbi aniel Jeremy Silver 

'rhere are times , good friends, whj_ch try even the hearty so 1 of a 

rabbi . I went to bed 1 st nig_;ht , much as you i d , in the eager expectet • on 

of an intellectual tr6at t:bis vnorning . Pt about one o 'clock m phcne 

rc::in , it was ~mbassador albraith c 1 lin~ from l'l'lah, , ebr ska . hcid 

bee speakin at he lJ--iiversit_r i Lj_ coln, nd he h • Sr') nt 11 bet er 

~ art of t'1e Aft rnoc a d the eveni l7 t the , .ir'Jort in nc ho w j ch as 

fo - boun al fo -p 1· n 
"" . o lanes h8d t le~ off anc no1e had 1 n ed . 

ane he just flo1- over . H wac-: t' er ere . 

su es ed t the mass dor tat e mi ht i t 1e • xt " is ctur r. 

bu he id th end i1 en e t SJe ro es c. t t • e ed 

e 1i th us . . s s his esl • 1b i t.,e w ·11 b 

n co un· c--:tio d n w d o om· lectur I w· 11 e che l d . 

n m nti e , wh does a raobi 0 t one- thirt in t e nor e, 

st-- . 
J.n om !l b n she of a r 0 his k 

' 
l 0 i hat wha eve 

hes to will e an i - clim ic . el t - t . rt th m r i orro , or , 

0 UZZ. ,h s r n ments f h • 'o er 00 h ' 

C' r hie 0 eci h I s 0 is or .... • 

n he of r, . 

. 
e i t 0" our e we co cros int in 

f f he Te n h f 11 h 1·a t 
. 

• .... r • e 

0 C n jm r C 0 n iq i w· ill f. , 
h th w e . ' 

C r i r·n 0 f 10n 1 f s n, ,on 

C e 



: othine is left , really , of the i tuc1l a1 the rites of this most 

ancient of the \few Year ' s Da rs of our pe e. le. Perha .. s only this -- he 

nineteenth chapter of the Book of iTumbers wi 1 be read in our s n gor:rues 

much as it r,.as read lo ' millenj 3. go . If you read your J ible cs most of 

us read, hot -rodding your eyes down the page, ou may p ss over the ~ ine 

teenth vhaJtcr of the Fourth 3ook wlt1out 1oticing it . It seems to oe 

nothin => more thar another of those heavily stylized and overly dctc:i l ed 

acco ~1ts of how sacrifices were conducted i 1 cu1cient Israel . · e h ve Jl O 

S"'crifices , no, fr ukly , we h ve lit t le interest in he te e niques of th 

templ~ s~nctuary , but if you read the Sible as olr sages read it , with 

att tion and with some u ncer 

ninete nth c], oter of t.' e ... ook of 

or the text , ou i ll fi d thot ,his 

ri e· s j_ o:ie of the 10 t intrigui. 

of the hole Bibl --for i co tains 

eve b J n blc ,o unrevel . 

my ter .: a ster which o one h~s 

T 'he in veent e· of he nok .bcrs 1e r ... old t e 

es r~ g ~ ed ei r s s2cr C • 'T'his ed eif r 

,, s t., b 0 holocaus , t 1 c /1c:.:rr d n J • ndere th 

e r e w r e t,o br toO' + ~r the c -: h a err r e: ou si e 

of hes c u ... r. 1 C OU h e C om t 01 I r 1 , 

1 ce ,he mound on cl o+, • 1hj ~ s C . " . 
J. 1C l ,,S 0 e t 0 

I em f Ira • V rt: o vjous 
' 

me Jc 

w s ymbol • c r a hrou , I) 0 1 • I i 

. j 
. c nt of h t te i h w l 0 e 

0 m t Th n h ' . le i rusal er bro h 
' 

h el ct rifice , nd • h or n r 

b ore h. h i s • e p ce s 0 h she lder e of 

h m 1 d C ri u 1 t his ffec • " n pl C • ' 



u on thee I place th s::.ns of nzy house , U)on t 1 e I ol ace the sins of he 

w ole hout'.'.'ehold of 2: rael . 11 Then this anirr.al , this ca egoat , tl c z2z 1 , 

was driven out of the Sa ctuary, out f the ~2t s of Jerusalem, into the 

wilderness, to e.s.th . Presu.mabl~· it bore Ji. th it t e -·uilt for which the 

eoole o the Dc1 · of .tonernent h ~d m de their re)enta . ce . 

hese two ncibnt prqctices Are similar in origin d slmil· r in 

ur o e, • ut the s~cri .ice of the red heifer inclu~es a rrge eleme~t of 

ar dox- . Th ou • t is a s "crifice t.1at is to cleanse t,· oe o .... e , - -Y wl o 

h sacr "fice and t 1ose who offer jt ~ d iho true: the mou of 

us· , • de f j s ash s ere ~ clean . How doe Q n 1 c. .1, e 

S ~ J. ·c ~Je ,1 n· 11 '11 
d. • , ' {;' d s t' C , tn ash , m ke uncl an? 

at i s t.e ri ·1 t r.at no o.e ha u ~ vc 1 • 

t·... dsest of o .. cestor , n uolo on , 

h of the e Jnd a , C d ot un t ·s ~s s "ge i the ible; 

e ed i our : 11 .ow m ch o r om i-ds- om fall . o 

of hi ?t . 
I fj his ... teriou C r of th Bibl to b ... sie; on • 

b e a r a t·o s er . ic a 0 , V 
' 

r, 0 • 

0 , crif"c out of Ir t 0 t OU 1d s < o . av 

r r fo 5 n f t in • I th te ' 

. n"fic C 0 ol·c . lie t·o I m .,... 
• ... 

of r r _ ·at·o • d to f 1 ha 5 C is th m'"'t 

0 o r 0 "'h ·1 soc r t ve eleto of u e 

' d st r ze a d C f 1 res rve sec t ill oon 

i our po • 
. 

e C ic th r if r 0 t 

. . . 

s • 

1 0 i h·t t l· 0 nd ter inac- ·s to +, orl of C18 ce--

p t h h . re 1 s 
. n'fic t C -- V --



beyond our co,nprehension • fnr beyond our uttermost power to understan • 

·yster r :is art of the very nature of bein~ . 'T'he u trL si,., le orf;anisms 

w1-- ich can neither be wei~hed 1or measured . here Are el ments in the 

s iri u 1 lie of man which c nnot be located ore ,osed or scalpele . 

For each myster:,- we u r vel, anot}1er te 1 , steries are revealed t r us . 

he world i s sim 1 not created c'ccordin ·-- to our Cc..te6ori s of thou ht . 

he orld is ere ted accord:i. 6 to far t 1ore f dament l and . j stic 

wi sdo . ~. ould , ou 1· ow ~od? eco~ j:ze this eleme t of stery? .,fould 

you ow God? Look out into he uorlci about ou and see Iis er :iati ve 

mi ht· is over ihich c ot b circu scri' ed b, eve tale:t 1hich the 

human mind possesses . "His thoubhts 

not or as. Jus t as the t~av . s re 

nd ~i thou 

e not our tlou~ht, d 1 i 

. er tha t e rth, r His 

~ ... , an our thou ht ·" 

verv o ce-i - ~-, ile , so. e ne will re ere e reli j ou vie of 

scientis s. he r . re in s ed 0 kno i ... t 0 "'O t . fron iers 

of um n k ledr e l r. t eir f ith or i d f it .. . h d u -

t ce o ese s e. s ha h t · s is lUC s 0 I . 

s h V f ·t e -r e li 1 f . h or no e . lves • 0 

f il ' h walls of a s ct a ho. , ot ers u w k 

e 0 C ve t r o p il so h . 

f er 11 b t e·r inter ts or p 0 re n . 

C of u h 0 ie t 0 e i ivit piritu l • 0 

ho t C l"vi re . co e ack r.:, 1 ether h ve ,. 
l. 0 

' 
. t·c r f r h ak of st , of h cl of he iz , 

0 1 its . nif C nc 
' 

of· V S of i r tl sn s, 

0 h i r - l siv o h al d r t nd"n • 



"Oh, Lord , how shall I find Thee? 
Hi ,h and hidden is Thy pl ~ce . tvhere 
sh.ill I not find Thee , 1A hose Glory 
fills all s ace . "The F. eavens declare 
the lory of God , and the earth revcaleth 

Hj s handiwork ." 

;"yster y l eads to awe . _ we leads to the Creator God . ~ystery leads to 

a. second teachint, • !',l'ys ter y l G ds us to an understanding of God ' s Law; this 

Law -- the Comm andments, the tradi tion . ou and I are not o l v me mb er s of 

a rather ;.i rrogA t ge eration, but we delight t o t ' ink of ourselves as 

competent , as de ci sion m ker s . hen judgment needs t o be made , we like 

to believ thct we lay the s . eleton of the problem b re b fore us and brin 

to mind all its os sibili t i es md ramifications . TThen 11 is ne tl. laid 

out , e will m"ke a rational deci sion . But if we are ho est with ourselves, 

we c n hro l i ht onl o fr ment of the robl m. There .., e ways 

imoonder bles t 

le intuit . • e ho 

unknown , h- t w ich eludes human rasn . e stumbl e . 

• h se ,h r ter-ms ·n hich we ake t he fund -

ment 1 human ecisions. 

hen we r 

consist • .Lhe 

esc nts e ne 1 

g1 don, bu 

of Socr 

er n 

e e n tor d 

u o th m 

0 t oor 

l 

0 , 1 used to liev 'ht we ew i ht th od 

good wa s a w i ch our oar nts h"'d s • s a ol-

h the 0 \- s t -- t w ich o friends e r rou 

e b c I e we wer 0 0 er so c rt in . " e h rd 

er co iz d t a hum . d C uld punch ho 
. 

mi in 

h· ch defi s vi rt • 0 0 • 

e s ch ho told u that h d wa that w ic s rved 

0 t n h a d of ir n wi l - hat ve t econ e nee 

r n t s· ole. 

ich i rove 

0 r·ned h s 1 

ere uxle 

he u nic 

w o tol s 

1·t 1 . of the r ce . 

th ic br u u 



the emergence of the proletari t , a0 ain withou thou6ht to its consequence 

in the life of other individuals . e read John Dewe , w o told us that the 

good was that which oermitted the integratjon of a human bei. a int 

society. e rea.d nd we friund many of these views contradictory a 1d moc:-t of 

them confusin~ anci we re cog ized th . t the simolest .1orc 1 ecis:i ons of life 

are themselves confusin . '"oral decisions are at best t~nta.tive . 1 e ca .ot 

be sure. Remember the s1--iock th~t first d • when you w ke into a great 

uni versi tJ librar;y and SQ the ran e uoon ran ---;e of volumes re esenti r1 
0 

the eccumulated tis om of the human r ce . Yous ood in mute humiljt, and 

you rGco nized that were you to s ·e tr- rest of our lifer adj g, you 

could ot evei'l climb the foot ills of this int l lectu 1 . ountc1j n . or 

even b"' k t at yo com )leted a hun r-- .. ,oul 

cct"lo -ue . .. . n is c _able, sur 1 . an c e li hte1 , trul; but be~ond 

h e ime er of h~ w ich e er kno , r i v stness w ic 

i unknown ncert ~ • n, con sinr. . f . us 

he fra. e rk f • ow n d t e ? n er ,s of e r ve 

n he s ful. C 0 o ic .1 oro e o ou h ·us l y 0 

1 V ere t. 1 

w . • T c n 1 t ro i . ut 

h e 

Cc S 

re d 

is he ef'ni ·o of l vi tuous 

u his oric 1 

1 e hurnbl h v 

h t t o e h 

ed t 

o 1 f h 

lov 

h opin ss n h ve i ve s h 

d 

W C h OS 0 C 1) 

e h v civ"liz h h s w o ro tl a 

r ur h f h f" ·1 , r in d th b of el io~ in tt 

C un nd t of n a uish u • 

b f ve? he th usevul veri i s d . 
r r C ever in 

0 1 f , t h soli 0 0 "ch e C b "ld 

11 s. 



. ystery the!l ca:i lead us to God and to the :.,ood . Finally, rrwstery 

leads us to an underst nding of our voe tion a a p ople . " hy are we Jews? 

ecause we were born J ws . Why should we re. ain Jews? Be cause we have a 

certain prirle in family an tradjtion . ut wh t use ha the world of a 

Jewish elem nt? ,re re, .fte all , a small minori t. o some twe ty - odd 

milljons in the world numberinz in the severf.ll billions . In the scale of 

power and in the scale of po.., ulation , we he dly count . 1 Jhat use has the world 

of Jews? gain, I cannot ~ive ou a l o, · cal , fully rational answer , ut then 

Jewi h history, and indeed _11 human histor , does not fit neatl into the 

c te orie s of reason . ·here is alwa, s he unexplained . History cannot 

qui e explain 1h given people resents civiliz tic 

, is it th t th s v a erin • ra eans w o were our ncestors av 0 he 

worl ~ he v;s·on of th o e a d the o e Law, an th one bro herhood 

of h ni ? er the b t e biol g·sts h t ir conte ... 1 rariec? 

1 • he science of hat da • see ed . r V th t re 1ere v:... ible 

d f r- eac1 i i fer nc s bet ,e . he races. OU coul see dif er ces 

i the colorin of the s i , i he -,ro-wt 0 t air , i the st t r of 

t,.... be opl • s e cl ssifi d tl e tribes s, s e1 '" tical , ,he , 

0 d he iff r nee e r .ce a d e di ference .. be cl S...i • 

h fr 1 as cult· e tlem • t e slave , s ra bl , coniiv 
' 

, 

d chi r n er 0 is re d bee • th r te t oft 

b·o d ci ti of 
' 

ri to 1 
' 

kne ha t r ar 

l s r br 0 he aw . H l ed at sl ves s h 0 s, 

h h r or 1 • 0 e r ' he bre r ets h 

, 

ocl V w not 1 o e ath h not one ere e l?' 

r 0 hr , r n ic o ilo her , e hie· , 

? 1 . e i no r ce a • I kee n 5 n""l • tic 11 



sonhisticated as Plato ' s and yet oses , al most c mi l l encom earlier , had 

argued th, t there must be onl y one law for the horne bor and for the 

stran er . Plato insisted on a la1 of l c:: rg freedom f or the phj_losopher

king, and a restrictive law for the slave a d the olebeian . .~er e 1e oetter 

theologians? 'T'he nost c?cadernic and erudi e theologiAns of the D cient tim s 

were the oriests of ~ esooota~'lia a.nc E rpt , the pries s of • a.r uk a of 

on- 0 e . mhe ,ere learnec . mhe· kne1 the inherite wis om of the r. ce , 

et t .e: 1ere ev r able t bre k throu ,h h comolicated o 1 rtheis of 

their or 1 to a vision of the unity of the world ,gnd of the on ss 01 r' od . 

Ho1 sh 11 we ex lain then the unique ifts t civiliz ,tjo:1 of or 

peo: le? ,an. h ve off red xpla tio • ome h&v our con-

tr'bution to civilization c be u derstood in t.er s of our " il erness 

livi " • he ilder s ' h d ert , is -j itl a. ·s· no 

• 11 • ni d od. •.e e • ma ic pe 
' 

ent from loc tool c 

a d e c e t know t 1 a l eople re e s tia.11 r similar . r he is 

de sim jus . i h des r 1 for all 1 t , ho sh r ice • '- ne 0 • 

e e ol -·.n h our 0 le "lo ~e . 0 • t e e.1- thou "'nd edoui ri of 

ant· qui y broke thro h 1th • sm, brok ·ou h h s V - r t ards 

oft . 1 and e t • ich is inscrib d 
. "bl ? aici n 0 C e V 0 0 . 

er ·s s i r • ere is er· t t e se lne 0 

t e n to Cri s . 
1 i d i 

' 
01 

' 
r 

hislJ r n ef ne of the om 1 hi or 
' 

t e e s 

h 
. 

C i hi,;,t s te C b d hen 0 r • 1no 0 • 

. e 0 a: i ' it hat .. -het oize p e, l. • 0 p 

. . e io1 . i t I ri r C 1 en C e r 0 u v-

ol n· f r 0 C f e 0 0 

. t t i "V ent • C t l r h l. ,, 0 0 e 0 m 



• 

form tive and i m)ort,:nt thinkers : D1 . ~reud , T'rrl ·arx, Ad T)r . .:..ii st in. 

ht of o role toria:y? Hav we ot scmet i ng to teac the \ orl cibout the 

wa. 7 to live in densly oo la .ed urban soci eties - the co ce t of welfc:re 

c re end of thew lfare stat . ve we not sometbi g to te ch th world of 

the virtue of leAr1in ad th- value of eduction? H ve e not s0Methi1g 

to teach the world about the reason blen ss o hope? Isr 1 was c~nde ed . 

Is a 1 was ---assed . Isr~el as decimo.ted c J I'"·ra 1 was r or . In a wor d 

which is as violent a.no as confused as our own, do we "ot staid to men of 

good will t e world over as the li vin ;., proof that if you will i t , ther is 

aw y . h 1ords e erzl ' ... i 0 de cencr c~n triurn ho er red . eece 

ca r;umoh o~er violenc . Jus ic c rium h ov r cruelty . ,an c£ et 

h ve • :s vision of eaceful , o ere , o:>en c _ free s ciet . i ow ·11 e 

uccee? .g i 1e h bl acce t t e ystery . 

t . is 00 the l .. i 0 m te m t i. 1~ of it eve. in wee 
' 

.. . 

0 ·s 0 the OI l i , . a· 0 ces or e t is er full f 

t e b . ... ? 11, a ew r is A e l. l l. 0 0 • 

ne r co ro t cer '"'int • ·e re fill • t 1 f d va 

r • are UC .. h . ):i r n. h t e ili n e , w do 

li to ... r 0 r VO or 0 dve t e e he re , i in tha 

. not i e in tl e e ,. ic is li he • ew a r l. 0 • 

1 of P""O e he 1 e r rh eve . ore . writ '"Il dar are f es 

cl • C be re t r . C l us 0 cle rer 

ci i 0 le ora 1 0 e e. Co nt -- he 0 h 

0 i of co n 0 r er C 1 u to 

of our o oric ). ion, a r li ious pl , C 

h 
. f C r C • 




















