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.abbi ~ aniel Jeremy Si 1 ver 

I am afrai that the most that can bes id of lif is t ct it is a ruao 

and uncert~in enterorise . nd so , it is not sur risi. g that men are forever 

im gining ore st ely ansi ns for their diellinrr . To live is to dream . 

Fron Pl to 1 s ohil so~her •s eoublic , to the Utooi~ island of Sir hor.i.s 

1oorE::. , o our conter.iporar vision of . more bun en com u • ty capsuled i 

the Pr siden •s im g o the Gr at oc·et- - he lier~ ur of h 

our 01· ic~1 thou ht nd our philosoph h ve ee enr·ched by 

orld , 

visio s 1~ did . 

T ere y asis n f C or t .:.. e opes or re h y sheer ... 

f nt s ? t tes i to bili to fab . jll io 0 0 C ous , 
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ni s h arde of ,d - . U pi: • It a ree 

1 le s • w a a se here ev r w d n w 

0 

1 e 0 le s sa • sfj • n n n , er t il d V 

' 
d 

co t he rb. ·1 d 
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sentry ui th a brandished sword at the g te th t one mi
0
ht re- enter . 'l'he 

gates of n radise were locked shut . It i as if the garde11 h'"'d n ver bee . 

ov , of course, here was o '1 rde!l of ...!Iden . ,,., e st r is co structed out 

of the lanP-uaF,e of myth . Yet it is dravm out of . an ' s ex ericnce . 

is den hut the dimly remembered , secure delights of childhood? Uhat is 

, en but innocence outgrown thtt can never be recaptured . Eden is 11 thrt 

is i •. licit in the sie;' with which we rep at 1-r . chaw 1 s wellk o 

th y t! is t c c ,·c c.d to be w sted on the youn 0 • 

ear all born int Ede or so it seems , in retrospect . 

inevit ly so. 

ohr Ee , 

nowl d • u 

. s v e r ow we e t , as did .dam and e, of the tree of 

eyes are 01. en d . ~le se de !'It· . • e r.lotice ai . e ot t e 

er i ous Dthemat·cs o lif ow some i youn , t hat the ood are no 

are ted a w exi from e , . he 

ol d ore exneri ced w b con the 1 co or ~bl lie 
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of urgent lon~in ·s - in ubs entic1l - un1· al . Do ot depend in your lives 

on some bol . of li~htnin ~ out of the blue - on niracle . Life must be 

1 • ved 'Within the terrr.s of tn.e ,ossibl . 'e c mot cha L., our s c.::in . le 

c nnot exchange our sex . ~t e cannot chan e the facts of our birth . ~le 

cai ot .ultiuly the reach of our t ~le t . T e muc•t l errn to live with the 

worl as it is . 1 e ust learn to live with our elve as we are . 

Jou, it is natural to re m. very man daydre 1"1S of nurse y world , 

ret it is not wise to lin .,er high in fai tale heaven . If we do each 

rol onge des?~ir . • ach exQ rience ~lu ~ s us de per i1to 

remorse . rr ere are o streets th ..... t e )oved wlth :·olrl . Our str0et a 

l:i. ,tere ""n refu e - l aden . In the rec:il worl<i all .. eo le c:.:re 1 ot like our 

rents - swe t and l ovincr n easonable . People e quixotic . ach 1as 

his o di sposj tion a d each ha his ov a bi • n . m e re 1 1orl is o r 

1orld . e oug:t ot s p n for ur elve o le of s c f j ne fa 10 , h t i 

estro. a our bili 

an exc·te et, c 

to jo th t wL.ich e r h v . Fort re is color 

ender s whi c... c (.ln b rs i th er an 0 1. 

i h 1 d th.:. ·sdom i1 ti .rase : 

le s ere of ha s i 0 bilit to ccept Ci C st ce . ou do ot 

need o be ob 1 e!"lte o make ,. C n ribut· 0 he 0 - oi pro res 

or h ce. OU s d i 0 bus.:.ne s OU con uct self with 

honor . 0 so d • 1 in 0 heme , our 1 V an t C i chi l re 

r • 0 d 0 ci ic jn a 0 me n 

s r n t t C • 

0 e 1 lis Wh" • reud once c d the lull . 
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. ht, here all the l ljne this lif i 0 -

ho ot un r us l use n wh re 11 frustr . of life 0 J. 
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turn into olde success . ,!e all drec>m - to live is to drec' . ut , we 

can t live in our dre ms . DreAmin_ , we estroy such ha J .J i s as can be 

ours . For ou dreams lcece our 81nb i tion too hj gh . ur dreams C< US us 

to live b. a st n ar which we c nriot achi ve . Our dreams drain fro'Tl us 

the jo:,. in everyda, thin -rs . ou do not have to sit in a se t of ower in 

order to 1·ve usefull.7 . o do not need t h2ve assed wealth or be 

resident of a ~iant corporation i order to be secure . et , if you re 

n -ed y sue a fantasy , if it ives ou no eace - ther is 1 0 pe ce . 

~ ou h s never enou~h . ou do not l.L ed the beaut of . Ve us i or r to 

lo IT d and o know lov • ut is an inr,er 6 r ce of a human bein at 

eace ... i th him ... • 

con ·ur . 
10 of beaut 

t, if OU ure C 

;hat pe ce can be ,. 

with o 1 ol scent 
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lad and to build u on it a rorrdse equal to the blessing . Patriarchs came 

to the Holy Land and they p~stured their flocks there and cc=in.ped there . 

The left th l .... nd only when the, had been driven off b, drought or b/ f -mine 

and the netjd to seek pasture elsewhere; but always they retur11ed . ,J were 

forceabl:y rc:strained from the 1 nd by our nslaveinent i 

denrived of the lad for man· ce.turies . Then came the , 

E,_ ,pt . We were -~ • 

assover nd 1 od's 

deliverance . The came I.oses who led the oeoole back to the very g te of 

nroznise . It has often been in our history, as j t was under Joshu . J gain 

and a air. we have 9ioneered the lanr1 . As it was unjer the Jud __ .,es an nder 

Kin~s , a ain and 8e;aj n we have built hi ,h its cities . -r!e have tilled its 

f rm~ an its vi e·ards . , e have cared fo it wealt~ . 'here were tim s 

w en we were driven off he lac _. , but alwa. s -1e kc t clo ... e the dre;. , 

the lad ec~o ed . sin or own -enera jo t e 1 nd r ached ou to us end 

drew us back . e r newe ,h a • ·1e ~e ui] i • 

5 

h r ar me cynics W O S T that th r-- " band n .ooe, .A 11 e .10 

,er H re" is i scribed ov r ,h ·ch a of irt • hr u s vi i n o 

he o : se . Land 0 i 1 r-,u that life is ome hi or b r r , 

i fie I n er ri • here are ho:'Jes th;it do come tru • here a e rea s 

that c n b re' l:i.zed . I 1a .,ak for 1 vears of ne s w deri 0 

come to the ro e T n • _t ake c t ie o um un er n to 

b i hi c • vj izat • o , but the dist ere, ci ili b 

o is c!') 

Ho1 0 h p fo 2 rom lan is f C f Jh • I i 

n im l C • e r 0 ar ise e re of ort ·t , 

hin • bl • ·e re m of he r mis n e VO 

s 0 e e 1·n science n seek . h·n h s of 0\ m r 

inc f h r a w ·ch lI" b 's ec·s· 0 • 
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everyone is created ufter our imagined image . , ~e c rec.m of ,he Promi ed Land 

when we dream of building the welfare of t1ie home, when we establish ju tice 

within the social life . Paradise is an ethereal -olace . The Proini ed Lan 

is this ol ce. 

We wish we pra , we dream of a certain sco e of our skills . ~Je wisr, , 

we ray, we drea1. for a certai lace of res ect in our community . It is 

good to dream - if we rein in these dreams within the rea m of the oossible . 

'T e are m ant t hPve a vi sic s .1 ndid oward whi ch we guide and focus our 

gra.d dream e oble, but too 0Tand a drea , enf ebles . Too 

rand drea, become an iJ. • n ss, a mA.ni2 . It destrovs lif E; . 
< 

_ t d oms our 

efforts before we undertak them . e become like Ic ru of Gr k ege d . 

ou remembP.r the au w o built htmself crude win ·s of 
\ 

fl to • ax in order t 

the sun. e rose a few r· .:.les and the· the he t of t.h atmo here b n 

he a a e lu ed e i1 o the ea. a . d am ed o be 

constructe of the s uf of 1·r . e e c e w.:.th·n th<~ e ch of our 

i h'n t acts of our circum ces . r e c no ha 

e A e. 9 C o e o our el e ~t tal ts e ct·d no i hr • u 
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upon it a societ 1 which w s etched i decencv :nd full of justice o d of 

freedom . Canan is just another land until you ma<e it a holy land - ~ 

land which re lects in its instituti ns anc its citize s God ' s law, di vine 

way, a ~00dly life . You have been too busy bei1~ busy . You hrve been too 

busy. ining the wealth of the ecrth , takin~ i ta es an to ls , join the 

rofj of ·our • cra.fts, eatin th harvest, of our fi elds . , is .:.s ot t}e 

f1 1 oro j se 0 thi la d . Thi lad le. p j ven to . ou for holy )ur• o .... e ; 

to love t.ne c-ood ., to establish jus+ice in the ,ate 
u to err dicate t e in-

ju tice of class an of cast; and what did . ou do? ou becam i d 1 ,.ent . 

Luxur, • t r d some of . ou into vul ,ur s . Indole c m de gra sho 19e s of 

o hers of you . Prosperity erverted you . ~his lad became ·ust 

nlace . 

ot r 

e romised is irml o spiritu l fun tins . 

o a c~.e- to his r le L direct e i J a mat er·a1 o 1 and 

ac ievi it . For h is s ccess? lha s ce i OU if we h v what 

h"v t r ish the or d c 1 s succes hB in el, u in th process 

our o name or we have uste a our ave so 

r a ra, from o f i i th t e ar a .:.en us . 

d w 

h t i h l U 

of h r mise 

t 

Pro i d 

Soci 

0 

n • 

i is ot est~ lished • fie d m 

un ert ins i t e 

pl h et ou 

o t of ,.. r 

o d m . In d, 

a 

o rin s 

e 

tc or pres 

J hnson ' 

b t 

h vir ue 

i e? 

vi io of t 

a f t 

co 

r i oft • b ic visio • i i re 1· t·c vi ·o . h 0 , 

0 1 l b a to r vie o all . h k 0 1 d 

b n o rovide f r al . , 0 C i 8 

C r to ro 1 e e uc in an h r ·nin, 1 i , 



the recreatj n and the ecency which is the birthri ht of eve .r man . overty 

ca be i r ~·cated . IlLiteracv c n be era5ed . 
t 

he ancient div· sinns of 

cl ss n race ca•1 be over co., e . The Great S c • et , is a realizable ream . 

It falls v • tro n the C c: te~or nf the Pr mi sed Len . ut is it en ouf"'h . 

•Jhet will we have if we erase _p overty, if we te r dow~ he s ur1s , if ever 

m n li ... s o )ortunit. ond ever. m n ex:iloits that or )ortuni fnr selfish 

adv n ? Is ~cl was ever ore rs erous t h un er sue~ ki ·s s O i 

n hab , m< never ore cine . he oeo .. le turn :>d aw y from the 1.10 of 

hei f ve -1 t became a ir , . .-e w. ich dre the, 1 on to be ever .,. er 

7 lutton~ reed . Indol ence led t .. jdlen ss . e i ure le 0 vice . 

ree y V s io of Pro i d L le he dyst n f t. eo:Jl n 

exi e . 1en look 0 t • 1is ac U..:> l a of 0 so .... i 1es i' 

he ·te t s . et h a r e :re ve m ,.,n er re C e V ec w 

0 0 rt "f r r· al • i t or cons ructi ose . • 

i h s eel' • --r 0 r b t ·l 

C ve ... C 5 0 0 wa ? 0 
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person o a not her color into responsj bi ... i t ,. . rnhe £-: ~re ,, ' e c.-reless , en . 

. g ner2 ion wbich h~., r-;one to see in th .. s nrc of new t} ~ !. s nd xcite uent 

which se }rs o ;' i 1 dul ·e.1ce , l8i tiure , a o 1ortunit to liv off t 
' 

of lrnr1, which V ill no return to the 1 d which has :i1ren the l s m en , 

... s in.~_.le reoa~rment o tbeir strcncrt 1 nd wisdom . I s e ~..1.ll h u op e 

now - 01bEf,..,re t e a tle ha ueen won , v 1 efo·e it has be jo'n·, 

and I c k y~ lf if we htve the or~l stu f tr c ea ·e decenc the 're t 

...,ociet y . " o u t _ h n wl10 a e t r;; . .... e i ,.,i0 • " h~ t th pro .... 10 

tol l'1Cient :rsrael j_ e et t s rornj_n~. I O W n h:.. th.. v r in , 

t e Pror i ed ut th he oromis coul.l slj p e s • 1y f om ra • 

rt ffiAD .2tj ()0 ill ret b, hear i .. he s r ts of e unle ... c '0 1 n 

h'"te he ev·1 , u. le s you 1 to lov he < od , OU l · rn to 

Ji. ' 1 ju ... t ic , . n ,J our , rt, s , nlesc- OU re to e t, .{ h s a u 

nsj . 
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