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M;y ear • 

TO JOHISO 0 

AM.re•• Oiv by Dr. De■1 el J...-.11111111' Silver 

'Dl• '.relr»le 

•'bruary 20, 1966 

oae vh th 

camp or Ian.el aeat out to •PY out cuu.n were Ullllervei by the ya,.a ..... pr.. ac 

ot 'l"IIMlwt DIIIMLa t vaili '!heir t retlec 

1a iheir report. ey Ml 1
11 1• lan4 that •te the i 

thereof.' 

'"l'hia lead. • 

~~IIIU& written 31000 ot l\d, te uother lac I ,EaCln, ot 

better eaeriptioa ot that ev1 couatry ve 110W oall Viet 

I nladt to 10", Mr. Prea1 t oa tllie ahruakea lo 

•1 t 14.q by 1D41tterut to the aacm..T ot wh 

nat1oa pl.qe4 a or role 1 a MtiWIIIIIMo w;"IIAl-..., ao citi& 

or be ailut. 

• 

nat1 

101D' ova 

X. th Btble that you ... I, Mr. P:rea14eat, 4"Jl¥ chert• ere ia -

I 

ta1 thia phn.M: "There 1• 1M1' vht •--•th right to a-.., 'but the 

thereot are the WIQ"• ot cl th. " Yw beli.ve, I k1low, that our policy ot llill tarJ 

iate?"'V tion 1 South V1 t 1a right J you are tl'OU'bl.el, I Jmov, t the 

al• thereot are ~ ot eaoalatioa, • ...,Mn kill, lNrld.Jlg terror 1a 

the night - the ..__._ ot cl.ea • I 1atereta.a &114 I appreoiate JOU!' ur1•t ettort 

to 1ecur political 10luti to tbia tragic 111.litar., ooatzuatat.i • I 

appreciate I WIii.en.,,.....,.. 101D' trut:raU.oa that t.u4ara ot ••P atloa b&w 

DINlrn •t vi th col4 ailAmce. I lieve, Mr. P.ree14eat, that 

...... ,er 1• meuur by hi• &bill t7' to accept trutrati~, ..._ I wvli t 

to you, r, t there 1• noth1 to be p1 _. erb&U the -war. leliffiaa 

u I 4o tbat 11111.tar., 1avolna111:t vu tut 1• aot aa ett tlve p,liq 1a 
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Ill.at Aaia, I vou.14 urge iW aot the eac latio ot coatlict, but pati c, 

reatraiat, reall• • I voul4 aphuize that it there ar :privileged aaactuarlea 

to the rth, the Red River Delta, the c1t1ea ot Haiphoa aa Haaoi; there are 

also pr1v1leg su.ctuar1e• to the South, the ahippi laa ot th South Cb111& 

Sea ua the est~ ot the Sa180Jl Harbor. That it terror striltu to the North 

terror caa eaaily be prea4 to th South. I would. emphuize too that tho 

you have pledg uacoll41 tioul aegotiatio and thoush there ie o reuoa to 

cloubt, u 1-.... ---- I o ot . ubt, the aincerit7 of your proter; 111 ftect you 

ae to be emanding that we vi at the contereace table what we h ve aot bee 

able to via on the battle field - the political integrity of that aati011 called 

South Viet , carv 
/\,JO 

out arbitrari~ by the Gen va Contereace in 1954. er a 
I\ 

gove • t ia Saigon. W pledg that we will re110Ye our troopa to the aea it 

the Viet Ccmg raove their troo}lfl to the north. Bllt I aubldt to you, Sir, ae 

you well kaov, tbat the Viet Coag aot on]¥ 1 lu North VietNuleae inaurgente 

aubveraivea, but South Viet aaa-• rebel.a, ao ot whoa hav fought tor a 

4oae• years u4 more ap.tut vliat th couid r to be a tyrannical, emocratic, 

I tlo not believe, u acme• to believe, tbat. terror will ori about the 

coatereac table. I to believe that natrai t patience may. 

Mr. Prea14 t, you have uk your critic• tor practical 8\IISUtiou. I 

coRtee that I hav aoae. Aa aa hiatoriaa I DOV tbat there are t1 • which are 
tJ 

inauapicioua - wh ... tempera have tnye4 u4 the balance ot power 1• auch that 

neither aid.e 1• prel)&N4 to give aa inch. Bllt th re an alao changes in the ti 

in history. 'lbere are shift• ot the political ell te &lld ahitta in the eco1101dc 

au. political realltiea. I firm 1• coavict1oa that giv• at1141aeaa, 

patieace r•lia.; a political aolution will be tOUM. tor South V1et llaa 

peace will be brought to that benighted God.-toraeku ...... For that la•4 crle■ 

out tor peace. It pleat tiou are overgrow. Ita tieUa are tallow. Ita 

irrigation ditch•• are tro e Wider. Poverty aa tiaeaee are rurpe.at. Death 11 
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the hi ly co pani on. e, o die, c 114ren die. at will 

we have ga1 e4, . Preai et, if aav thia nail land r 

o ly to h ~ r turn broke, perat people to scorch h tter 

p ce? 

"'lh r 1 way th t e th right to , but th _......, ther t 

th way ot eath." I believe th t will b litic l eolutio 1 

South Viet • My co ce 1 t t th t State o ot tr 1 tee 

1 to any other si lar aituatio. Theretore, I hould lik to rais with you, 

Sir, the ation, whether th~ way vhich e th right to you, the way or 

mill tary involvement, ~e of c tai ent 1 , 1 eftect, the right -way? 

It a ems to e that it 1 unreaao hle reapoaae to an irratio 1 tear. 

I label it unreason.able b cause I fi ia my bel.tef that the Uait ta.tea 

lacks the h11man resource o fight a lan vv o Aaiaa ..... I 

e no cJa:1:ma ot bei litary e~t, u giv to uaderatan th t 

the Joint Chi rs ot Staff', our litary expert , di , 1 . act, e ~-Ju -

nt 1 1954, vhen var in South F&at Aai was fir t proposed w1 t 1 the govena­

ment. It v held then that we could not w1 a technological victory aimpJ.¥ 

by putting our planes aa our ahipe 1 to action. Men would have to be put 

into the Jungle , into th riv r valley an 1 to the hill couatry, it vu 

he then by all (except Acl.miral o ) i the highest level of our llilitary, 

th t v lacked th logistic support th power reserve to achieve victory 

un er such conditio a. I sub t that th validity ot this Juclgmeat atill hol4a. 

I believe that our policy of military effort ill South t Asi ia an Wl• 

r aonable respona to u. irrational tear. What 1• the 1rrat1o l tear? It ia 

the almost phobic coacera by -~ in th1a natio that there 1• coatroll.N., 

unified, c1mntl'lg, 1aterutional Cowaia1 at coupiraoy - Worl4 w14.e, ettect1ve 

aimed at the overthrow o all tre people gover•renta. Nov co apS.raoy 
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CoWN!l1at 4ominat1o are part ot the 4octr1 e ot ~ 111.1 •m. Bllt, Sir, there 

ia cloctrine and there 1a reality. u we have•• 1 recat yeare, 

aatioa■ llam, ethnic couciouaneaa ad the coacern ot 1ntiv14ual aatiou within 

the Cowlwa:fat Bloc tor their own political a4vantac hu blunted au. cliaorguizecl 

thie doctrine. There baa been the breakup of Peking Moacov. Our own 

government ha fowad it viaable to giv foreign aid to Coam111111t Yugoalavia 

aa to Commum.at Poland, and ha.a ound 1 t ad.viaable to trade w1 th Corrmm1 st 

Rouman:Ja, Colllmm1 t Hungary, Coln••m1st Y oalavia and with the Soviet Uldon itae • 

'!her are Conm,n1 at subversives in many u.tiona of the world. There are CIA 

agents ia many nationa of the world. '!be era or the Cold War 1 one vhich baa 

made the paramilitary venture iart or the 1 ternational practice or every 

goverwnt. But I wonder it - this tear of a CoJW11■j•t co epirac7 an4 aubveraio 

is tru~ rational fear and auttiaient bu:la to~ our policy? It ia aai that 

ve are in South Viet Nam in order to preve t e eover ot Viet Baa by a 

CoDIIIUJlist government. Our tear aeeme to be that if South Viet Baa become• 

Coaam:lst ~, 'lha1laad will be Ullderm:tned tomorrow, the Ph1111 nee next 

week, Japa.a next montp., an within the year v may be tightiag euaveraio in 

Hawaii aac1 on our own eat Coast. Now I submit to you, Sir, were the vorat to 

come about anc1 a tru]¥ Comaan1at gove:rmnent bed establish in all of South 

Viet Nam, are ve so certain that the government would. have b a 'Willing 

banmna:S 4en and tool tor Peld.ag or Moacow'l Viet t1onall•m tor thousand years 

hae stood 1a the way or Chinese ex.panaim to the South. History reveala that 

the Chinese have never been able to establish ettective hegemony and auzeraiaty 
• I\) ~l(..~ It: , h A-T A' f'.~ _. 

there. Recent eventa tall a as a ar the reasons Ro Chi M111g accepted the 1954 
II\J Hti 

Geneva Conterence and the Iateru.tional Coatrol Co ~ 1aion law\ vu that Coatrol 

Posts were eatabllahe4 alollg hie northern bonier to prevat the incuraioa ot 

Chiaeae asents,.ti,& C tu l 1~ I woad.er too it the r•10• that he bu aot 

au Ir>aecl Chiaeae and.ea w to•• aot lie ia the tact that he t-.n that tho■e 
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who caae to aid will •~ to rule. 

I wo er, Sir, it our policy of military i ter-poaitioa baa not ia effect 

hutea the very aituatio that ve tear? That• 1 CO'Ullteri 

military strength Hanoi bu had. to :tall re more withi 

rican 

e Chi ••• 

ntiou.11et expansionist sphere? 

lea possible 

ether we :ve aot ade Viet tionalis 

1 I 

t year, • President., YO\l said 1 a peech t th Johna Hopld.u University_:. 

"Americans and Asians are dy1 tor a world wh re each people choose its 

OWll pa.th to change. " I believe that there is truth in th1 statement. I believ 

that American policy has, 1 eecl, been illterested in allow1 peoples the 

freedom to eatabliah their ow form of govern.me t. I believe that there 1 truth, 

to the charge that tor a long ti now the North Viet Nwae have be en-

couraging I e revolutio 1 South Viet 

it. Jut I woncler, Sir, if it tru:cy can 

1 if 110t, in effect, ho~ supporting 

precipitated or re41.uire4 tllia musive mill~ r tali tion by our 

!&>re to the poi t, I woader if our twelve y f upport for the D1 

in SaigOA vas a policy clesigaed so that this people might choose its own th to 

change? How doe the eupport of one who op:preaeea suppres e di sent, bow 

doea auch policy, ud it baa been our policy, Jibe with our coD.cern that each 

people may choose its oWJI. pa.th to change? 

I submit, that tor all of ur posture of conceni tor the 1 ter at ot the 

Viet N ese people, to protect., you have put i t ao ofte , th1 br ve 11 ttle 

people in t heir free4o , ~e overricli~ co cern o the UJa1 ted State"-an of 
,~C. Yt,"- ;t l'All.1 114 • JP • ., 

all parti who have i11tJal 91d •• the tragedy of South Viet , has been.._ Tl\.eu<. 
c..c11 r...n,J ~ . 

geopolitical auaasz• tc bl• Cold ar. The Viet :Nwae have utter ,, 
A 

worse because thq bs 11 bectme cheaa pieces 111 the pme ot 1 teraatio l 

politica. Let me try ucl e this poi t. 

Ia 194,5 the victorioua Allied. natioaa t t Potaclaa to orgazd ~ a poatwar 

vorl.4. Ia 191,.5 1 the power vacuum vhich came about id.th the Jape.a•• aurread.er, 
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those Viet Namese who ha4. tor thirty yea.re and more to'Ugbt Pr ch Colom.al rule, 

d vho uri th f'ortie fought Ja e military rul , uni 

Popular Front Governmu.t • There 

were C'4JIIIIIU11sta in th Gover'DllMmt, ther were Soc1aliata in th Gove t, 

there were revolutionaries in the Government, there were Maadarins 1 the 
. 

h •i 
Gover.ament; · even the French puppet 

1914-5, the Democratic Republic o iet 

pl.e4se4 • allegianc . In S pt her, 

proclai its Declar tio or Ia4ependence 

eled 1• language, at le at, e.tte our o • Included in that eclaration 

were these two or three paragraph • "The whole iet i1a1aeae people, aa1 tea. by 

COIIIK>ll purpose, are etermi to ight to the bitter end agaiut uy attempt 

by the French Colonie.list to recov r their couatry. 

at ,"'raaciaco 

have ac vledg the pr1 ciple ot self etermi tioa ud the ualJ ty of 11&tions 

will not refuse to ackaowledge the ind.e~c• of Viet • " &lt that is 

precisely what the great powers :proc~1.wu. to • At Potsdam Stalin sold 

Ho Chi Minh dowa the river. Such 1 th mollolith1c COIIIUlliat conapiracf that 

Russian nationalism preempted &n1' concern tor a popular troat Co.w&ANM&.l.at leader 

far away in South t Asia. Stall 'a coacern was w1 th tern Eu.rope. Th 

British concern wu V:lth Fastern Asia. So a convuieat arrangemeDt was arrived 

at. Stalin gained his treed.om in the ktellite nationa . Viet was 41 \-ided. 

between a Chinese sphere ot influence to the North aad a British sphere or 

influence to the South. The Chinese ud the British were gl.v a maadate to 

restore law and o er in South t Asia. Subae uent]¥, the United Kiiagdom 

i on ot the most ignoble acts of the post war perio4 interpreted the reatorat1on 

of law an order to an the restoration ot the Frech gov rmnent . Newq-eurruderecl 

Japanese troops were ord.ered to torm the Republic'• governmeut bu1141age ud 

barracks and to bold these bu1ld1Jlis ud barracka until Frueh trauport could 
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arrive. Waahington spoke ot u.tional sovereignty and ot the independence ot 

the nations, but made 110 otticial protest. General MacArthur in Tokyo tit.. 

"It there 1s anything that makes my blood boil it ia to see our Allies in 

Indo-China and Java deploying Japanese troops to reconq_uer the little peoples 

we promised to liberate. '1 

In 1945, t e Popular Front Government, a govermnmlt such u will 

inevitably be established by whatever negotiations are now achieved a:t'ter 

twenty yea.re ot bloodshed and horror, could have been, and was,1n fact, a 

reality. But in that year as in every subse').Uent year, the appetites and 

ambitions of the great powers overrode the neede of the Viet Naaeee people. 

French power waa reimposed. Elght years later we ..._ eu4denly discovered 

that this Ho Chi Millh,who bad been sold donw the river by Stalin eight 

years before, was the major aget of Comuniat conspiracy in South East Asia, 

and the United States was supp:,rting the F:reach Colom.al battle to ·:;he tune of 

~ of the cost of that bloody var. In April of 1954 Secretary Dulles checked 

with our Allies 3l\d with the leaders ot Coagrees whether they were willing to 

accept military action aga1ut the Viet Nameae rebels. No pret~nse was made 

then that we were tryi:ng to create a vorld where each people must choose his 

awn path to change. Secretary Dul.lea minced no words: "The impoaitioa on 

South F&et Asia ot the political sy•tem or Co11111a1 -st Ruaaia u4 1 ts CoDIWlist 

Chinese Allies by whatever means wst be a great threat to the whole coJmnu•1ty. 

The United States teela that it cannot posaibl,y be pus1ve]¥ accepted u.d that 

it shoul4 be met by tfa1te4 action." I other words, ve arbitrarily limited the 

options available to the Viet Namese people. If they wanted. a ~ te4 Ii-oat 

government with allot its dangers ve would. not tolerate that choice. It 1"llll 

aga:lnst our own line-drawing policy 1ymbol1zed the• by the South Eut Aaia 

Treaty Organizatio that Secretary Dullea had Juat brcnagb.t iato being. 
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'?he tueat1oaa 'Which ve mu.at ask are two. Was the fear which has motivated 

our policy, and seems to be motivating it to4ay, realistic? Ia the method ot 

llilitary iaterventioa aa ettective way to achieve the ends which we seek? 

Is this tear realiat1c7 I have already 1a41cated., Sir, that I do not 

believe that it is. I will not be backed into the position of eacribing 

Comn1n:J ats as angels. They e not. I despise the authori tariam.am, the lack 
A,lv 

of human dignity! the lack of concern t'or the individ 1 which exieta under 

Jr1U1Y Cownin1et regimes as much aa any other man an probably, as a man or faith, 

more. But I do not believe that by drawing lines aroUDd a co•tagioa, a philosophy 

which you do aot like, you can day ita existence or contain it. Alld. I 4o not 

bellffe that fear of this philosophy ought to be the underl.¥-lng thruat of our 

.American policy. Military intervention to support aati-Coauni•t governments 

is ofien short-aLghted aa4 1el:f'-defeating. This 1• especially true when it 

appliea to governments which exist in the emerg1ag, underdeveloped natioas .. 

ot the world. For ten~. ve auPl)Orted such a ovenamel'lt in South Viet Nam. 

ille goverameni.. of Diem vu autocratic, tyrraaical, 1nwerious and corrupt. Our 

aid Which should have brought about an ecOAomic revolution vaa slowed down ao 

aa to preclude revolution. 'lbere was progress, to be ,ure, but slow, too slow. 

And ,u1ckJ.y our concern tor the protection ot that government lead to vat 

military support of that savermnen.t far exceeding the econom1t: support of the people. 

'Ihoae who were arreated. atr;:i! ta NI 1■t, and impri■oaed tor d.iaeent., were 
1.1r, T1,.,. ti,...:~Mo,i~:. 

arrested. by police tra:t•ed by Americau and armed_,. Ainericui,, and incarcerated 

in jails which bad been built with and made secure by .America». firms. Collluniam 

breed.a where there is wut, were there 18 poverty, Where there 1• fear, where 

thlrre 11 JDisery, where there 1a a tyru.nical govermneat which is aupported by 
-~ -:fh~T 

u American sovenmeat 1lal aati-American:laa becomea a byword of the revolutioa. 

I trust, Sir, that you Wlfierat-av tbat the pre•eat heariaga ot the Senate 

For ip Relatiou Comittee are tar more tben a aiggl1q cr1t11.ue of miatakea 
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which have been e by your Waietratio in the put an t more tha• 

auggution of th11 or that 1ubtle ch•ng• in your po cy today. er, Sir, 

your critics have nJ.a a challage to th tire 1 o our o i policy. 

It 1a our belief, it is certainly belief, lie of 

aupport for gov rm11eJ1·ta which d thwart t e rogrea o ir po le 1 

elf-det ti tha & C policy 

agai in another Viet aa. 

OU e already announced., r, t t ther 1 evi e c of ubv r 1o , ot 

Commun:l t au ¥er ion
1 

in a1""86~ 

o th t coua ry. ou have alre 

apeciaJJy 1 e nor eas rn rovi ce 

tt to Thailand 12, 

peraonn l sever l wing ot our Jet a.ire t. re is 1 

ric mi 11 tary 

rat, near e 

aortheaatern prov1 e, enough to tui within tve ty-four hours an tire 

of an ti-Couuuni et government 

Bl.it it is alao oligarchi l, rep 

electio • It _ aeve 

parliament lected by 

upport 

ive, never e 

co ti tuti to e proinulgate<l. It has ever 

It 1 e 11. - • 

A governm whi 
;=> 

outlaw• labor union • government ch Clos 

cleft by e 

vecy north 

some ev 

thuic e oao c 

t province ,whi 

0 coun ry, wh 

o our a1 be 

• Pr i count which is 

r llglo vi ioaa. '!here are ill those 

po1 ted out the place t aubver ion, 

ar the poorest citise 

and 

Uo e to trickle through · o th • There are, a half 

ill the ~..,, narrow southern end ot the peniuula or Tba~lend, aome flV m.1.lllo 

I o e 1 

af'tairs, e natioa. 

no aay 1 their 

t re are 1 th 
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sr•t urbaa cetera of Pe■g)s:o th provil\cial capi tola, ~ re. Uio 

, who by law, 

are prohibit fro 

We have ever used i 'lhailanct our a1 

break out of its lethargy 

like Saigo , ae 

a u.tion that 

aa eeply Viet 

to a c pi tol w1 thou 

no electorat • 

• P rhapa 

ot cOD•rce, ind try cratt. 

country. Th Jai ter gover.u 

e avo1 

1acen41.ary condi ti011s are t r • If revolutio comes Co1mnuJ.u. t subveraio will 

o ly apply tch to th exiati ti her. er 1 c&n.11ot be effective unless 

people are discoat ted have not hi~ to los. If that r volutio comes, it 

revohltioa 

cause wear up v1 pr 

ot t te , the goverm1Jen·t of the t. 

Mr. Pres t, I tul.l¥ aware that it t.be policies ome of 1ugge1ti 

lt\1~· r are accepte anti-C'-01111ud at govff'llllle& a , 1trd fall . 

contai.mDemt. • wo 

Your aomju tratio 

emima,e1z a1 to 

pe pl s ltumrm1ty. e are tu.11¥ :ware that this is a tumu.ltuoUI wor • Our 

o natio, • President, had to o through volutiOJl Civil ar before 

w came 1 to our fr edo and into our turi ty, aurely non of theae 

11 tic, tri lietic stat ll rge 1 to e Twentieth tury without 

aoae k1 of co vulsion t .. _,,1 • S i we le vi th you 81 , not to alip. 
r> ..... , .... 

ua now 'With tho rw ft.JJrt ·;i.. _ but w1 th people, th • the tutu.re. ill 

Conmi•1 t aubveraion win out i s of thes COUJltrieat It • ,~~. 
I re:mi you Mr. Pr aid nt, of other wan11ag ia our Bl.bl.e, ';yiolu.c ot 

the wick shall drag th a~ bee e they ruse to do Juat~. 11 h :natiOJl 
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hu it• ova bwld.le ot nUJ .. hope•• I th1 c tury ot burgeoai ro•perity, 

where the example ot tree4oa ia Just acroae th bo er, peopl will lo 

tolerate 1 eology vhich Htro ita tre~,,a, 8&pa ita ho a, Cllo....,. __ ll ta 

1 • opportuaitiea. ea a ~ .... er goea i eolo call¥ too t , ~...,. di 

1 Ind.oaeaia, the people r1 e up pull hi ovn. ..,_......_ ay be a way 

atatio tor so 

It ch, it 

• 

ot these un e ev tio a o their way iato the ~ture. 

t be accept , an outgra • 

t, I u tu.l~ ~ aware or the aweao:nie 

th t you bear. I ot th coavictio that you have borne 

that you :ve .IIKa.ll,II,.- your eci•io accorti your bes 

ot te.1 th to ot tai th, I plead vi you to 

• To have faith in 

their num01ty. To llow our 

- their hope, th r hope, their 4eceney 

enmie11t to ~Mabroad.tor 

eaJoy at o - uatice, o portu.111.ty, 

Reapecttully youre, 

DJS: 
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That Americans and Asians are dying for a •<11~­

choose its own pa.th . to change. 

The whole VietNamese people animated by a common purpose are determined to 
fight to the bitter end against any attempt by the French colonialists to 
recover their country. 

We are convinced that the allied nations, which at Terheran and San Francisco 
have acknowledged the principle of self-determination and e~uality of nations, will 
not refuse to acknowledge the independence of Viet Nam. 

If there is anything that makes my blood boil it is to see our Allies in 
Indo China and Java deploying Japanese troops to reconquer the little peoples 
we promised to liberate. 

******ff-M-**********ff-M--H****-H***~ 

The imposition on South EA.st Asia of the political system of Communist Russia 
and its Chinese Communist Ally b whatever means must be a _grave threat to the 
whole free community,.-~ Uni e that that possibility 
cannot be passively accepted but should be met by united action. 

**~*****-ff******~H-M-x x(x ~~ x * * ** 
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