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ROSH HASH~ .'JAH - 1966 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

The Temple 

September 14,1966 

Cleveland, Ohio 

We prayed tonight for life - for a full year of life and more 

for ourselves and for our loved ones. We prayed tonight for jay and for 

blessing in the New Year. The more innocent among us spent this hour 

planning the good times and savoring the delights that await tomorrow. 

The more somber among us curbed our imaginations for we knew that each 

year is woven of the same stuff, a multi-colored thread alternately bright 

and gray. It is as the poet said: "Time . eals all wounds but deals us 

fresh blows with its scythe." Life is the blessing but it is often a bruis 

ing blessing. Life is all that we have. It is infinitely precious to us, 

but it is so brief, so uncertain, and the way is often painful. Sometimes 

we must muster every ounce of strength we possess simply to carry on. Life 

is a kaliadescope - life is confusion. So, quite naturally, on a day such 

as this, we pray for the wisdom to use life wisely. So, quite naturally, 

on a day such as this, our fathers advised us to consider again the mystery 

that is life, to ponder its riddles arrl to seek for understanding. 

This evening I would follow this ancient wey. There is no solution 

to the riddle of life, but every approach has its merit, every understanding 

gained its advantage. I propose to approach our subject by unfolding two 

of the classic illustrations of life. One illustration is Greek, the other 

is Jewish. Greek literature tells of a tyrant of Syracuse by the name of 

Diogenes who was the very model of a Greek autocrat. At a tyrant's court 

all honor and all opportunity depend upon the whim of the ruler. Courtiers 
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quiokq de lop tbl lacke, 11 ar:t,1 ot natter, and 17cophanq, and at thia 

particular court none v • more •~l• 1n thi1 abuing art than a oertain 

Dllllocl••· D•1100l•• bouted that he could bend the mood ot the kine to 

nit hi• tanq. But Di ••• vu no fool. One day he 1111110Dld Duaoole• 

to bu;1guat. I inn.tee! Da■ool•• to •it in the • at of honer. lie plied 

bill with attention and vith all matter of dainti•• and delicacie• but 

Daaoolea en~a,ed hia••lf not one wit, tor u he vu being 1eated he looked 

11P and aav dancling abow hi• head an eri.1-looking nant, hancinc there 

bJ a ■incl• ■leader thread. The iaportance ot thi• lepnd 11 that it pu eel 

into Qreek literature where 1 t bee the cluaio tut ot a 11Japle truth a 

There 1• no aeourit7 thi• aide ot the p-aft. lach of ua ii D•ocl••• Whan 

lite ii oodcrtabla n beoCM expanaiYe and good-natured about it all. We 

look upon the h0111 ve haw built and upon the oppartunity which 11 our• aa 

■olidq founded, nothing can abalm u. How vr~ ve are. In such ■caenta 

w rather pride ouraelwa on the ease with which ~ • friendahipa, ar 

on the iaportant oomwctiona w haw with people ot qual.it7. Sea then 

be vho pride th•••lftl on their good looka and on tba ■is• ot their inheritance. 

or cour••• then •• •one ua thoa• ot tar more aubatantial accaapli1bll8nt. 

Nin and vaaan llho haw honed \heir talent• fineq and who cin to the varld 

in thouaht aDd in art oreatiou ot ciuaJity and of •rit -- MD and woaen ot 

tint-rate proteaaional ccap,teno•, vho haw ewr., reuon to be prowl ot 

t.b.e1r lnwatalat ot ti• and cliacipline. But, whether our achi•••nta be 

nbst.antial \ri"fial om t,rut,h applia• to ua all. AboTe u• there hap a 

ID aa inatut w aau be ltript1d ot our aobieYa11at.a, ot all that w 

na"•• A ndden crlpplin1 di•- ■trike• J tb• 1oreech ot brake• ud ot 
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irtue of ignity. H had no uN tor t wh r or th c -

r . H ould v tel t out of place in our ~ ic d 11 td 

1t tt nl i 1t nd " expreaa o to 11 it iev nc . 

l t a 1, elt i th ntle f his di nit - b d d 

t i way vith c .ur :e. The oet and C et 

: 

I t .o to ri on, b t complain? 

I ust 10 i to xil . an•t I go with l.l tout heart rd 

it am in . C ?" 

C co. 1. thie stark philosophy of the Oreeka to ur bloated 

0. ny 

hi 

re o engul.ted in leisure and in abu.nd nee thi 

co 1 in over th t tr.i l f frustr t.lona. or 

e 1 u,h ! elf-pity. expect t world . to dance t 

rs n u th all of deli ht nd when the 1 st at ntion 

g en e ne far ts to ay us a cmpli•nt, to k bou our 

to c • d r ur 1b111t1e , a:r bitter. a vast• d s s d 

i ct tr th o t ree k Wi adom but it ia not the t\ol-- a 

of t ut. 

n copi 

r i 

our h 

ort 

r i ord h int: WJr our heads there 1 o 

d. Uthe r tur is a dangeroua place it 11 lao a place 

o d .. 1 t7. h • r ls foreboding. It i 1 o full of 

• h to their pbiloaoptor ot reeignation tr their con-

C pt O vil. T looked upon vil p rt ot the natural ord r ot things, 

lac d 1 

t 1 C 1 

rth b the od • One could not escape calmuty. ar, 

in , aurder most toul 1 greed am all the reat are integral parta 
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pproao Dai ad u941 .. ..., r ached , ip d ou tb ount n b 

it,a root , and held inai OYer t bead• of t Jeva eai, 

the or ah th a .... lLIUL.... 1 vi 11 c yo • th • here 

ia a d rk .,...,._ o o h a . ord it 11. • 0 aaon 

to e ontid tat unkind 11 o hov ddle thro er th t can 

ait bac l it o ~·-~ y. T 1 ar 

ia ibl•. ibl it ........ ,ui i . her n t 

ou t. n .tall . I th i,;ixth • n B • C . . d d011 oorrupt 

l and 1 o otr u l t ount in f l - ea • de-

trey and the N11Daot t n into exile. 

o it can t , b t it d ot be. A var hich will end all 

ware cu•• it 1 lend aankind is p aaib e, erbapa probabl•J but it 11 

not 1 ntable - it acce t ora • t •• word •••111 aaid 

but ot e 11 1 le nted. Tor 1 o lit t i 11rf routi n-

11 t--·- t dle • 1 a it• ot aoaraene 

1th ce- -y a acrin t eak 1 a o a ti in t ir 

vir rritied in thei vi •• or not h lite oat ot u lead. 

orah 11 lif • n h ch ve uproot our• l •• tr • n ittenmoe l i•h-

•• pl to l olid 1 orld o aooi 1 conoern, ot ju.a ice 

end or t t . Torah 1• ot a 1 d lit . It 11 life of ction. ra 

ia de d and not ood intantio . orah 1 hol •• ot banal.it . Tor 1• 

honor and no calculation.. Torah is patieno w1 t need and iapatience vit.b 

,ned. Tor h ia connction, tro conviction, and not easy aft ilit.7. 

Torah 1 hon - rut ... 11 ioh haa di n1 m trength 

pur o e i . or n t on or 1 th bNakin of norda and not the 

at ili o ar . Tor 1• h bre n o ot attle ao:l o the 1oala

Uon of w • Torah ia th• bNekin down ot pnjad1o• ud thl bNaki up ot 



all th t ak for poftrty and iporanc and illit racy, and the breaking 

avq tr011 th unearned adYantage■ o privilege. Tor h is whol••.-..----·-•• 

and • nation de oted to ju tioe tor 1 ita ople. 

It has been th vi dan o o peo 1 throu h th long centuries that 

all t political equation ar due l ultimately to or l u tion: 

Either ace pt the or or th ount in will fall. Th price o our dr 

11 life o di ciplin and sanctit • Th i n oth r wa . Yet mo t of 

u1 lack the courag . o t of u pre r th a y . We Ninterpret Tora 

a conformi t , a r pectability, as good mann rs,. a ood intentions, a 

being a eeable, aa bein su c aful. Jew w till tand at inai. 

The ount in is o r our h ada. • ho ha civilising trad1 ti o certainly 

canno be b red among th grave digger ot 01 vilization. It ia not our 

•tier. • are hiatorioally builder and t t aohera and, by' God, we 

ought to b in the tro t r nk: ot the build s t e ta chera. So ve h ve 

each ar the uon of r n val, thi o port n1 y f return, for atoc -

taking, for awarene11. Where is th eaaure? The Torah 11 the • aaur . 

Here ia a an. Here ie the un. How do w me sure up? go-

ing to o about it? he judgment, t pri-Yat• judpent, 

each ■m J1Ult ••k ot his 1oul. We come ot noble ato k. • co• tr a noble 

tradition. Oor people have given the vision and the vq to ■ankind. ave t, 

cour ge to accept it. 

Rab 1 1 you a , encoura 11e, p ach to word ot comfort. Tb re 

ie only on word of comfort I can giv ou t t 1 •be a aon of Go. 

There is DO ncourage nt. except th po ibilit you er ate. hrough your 

de d , hrough our love, through your acritioe, through your citiz nahip, 

through your chi•Vll•-nt, through your decenq tbe aountain can tq t~ 

in the hand o od. 
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W prq thia night tor life, tor full aeure of lite, nd mor 

for ~r• 1 we and for our ahildnn. We pray thi1 night for ble ain and 

tor joy in the comin 7ear. Tonight we dd a third r er: or t trength 

to gra p hold o the teachin which h b en for centurie ur own: o 11 .a 

11! hich will T our world it hop and chance. n. 
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ROSH 

s 

HANAH MO I .. G 

A CHILD 1 ' S SERVICE will be held in The Tem le only at 2:1 . ,n. today. 

Children un er school a e should not be brought to these services . arents 

are re uested to sit with their children . 

ab i and Mrs . D iel J remy Silver •will be at home to the memrers of The 

Tern le and their families this evening ro 7 to 10 .m. Residence: 2841 Weybrid0 e 

Road, Shaker Heights . 

ON YO PPUR evening services will again be consecutive . The early service 

will start 7 o ' clock and the second service at 9 o ' cloc on "da, Se tember 23rd . 

The congre ation is urged to be in their seats ~ the time the service be ins , 

as the doors will be closed at the be ·innin of the Kol Nidre . 

Those who wish the names of their dear departed who passed away during the ast 

year mentioned during the emorial Service on Yorn Kippur afternoon are re4ueste 

to send those na.ines in to The Tem le O fice before Tuesday, September 20th . 
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ROSH HASHANAH NG 

The Temple 

MORNI G SERVICES - Thursday} September 15 - 9:30 a .m. 

CHILDREN ' S SERVICE will be held in The Temple at 2: 15 p .m. Thursday., 

September 15th . ildren under school age should not be brought to 

these services . Parents are requested to sit with their chil ren . 

Those members who are parked in the aisles of the parking lot are 

requested to leave promptly and remove their cars from the aisles 

as quickly as possible so that the paring lot may be cleared with 

the least amount of confusion . 

Rabbi and Mrs . Daniel Jeremy Silver will be at home to the members 

of The Temple and their families New Year ' s eningJThursdayJ September 15J 

7 to 10 o ' clocJ . Residence : 2841 Weybridge RoadJ Shaker Heights . 




