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T H PO -- F HE 

Rabbi Daniel Jererey- Silver 

And the Lord said unto ;.!Qses: 'Write this for a memorial in 

the book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua· for I will utterly 

blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.' 

Whe n the children of Israel left Egypt the Amaleki tes were the 

first desert people with -whom they came m1to contact. Israel asked 

for rights of passage and water. Am.alek responded with an unpro

voked attack on the Israelite's baggage train anc. the women and 

children. 'He s .. ote the hindmost; all that were enfeebled in thy 

rear ; when thou was faint and weary, and he feared not God.' 

Spiritual romantics blanche at t 1is caution to be perpetually 

on one's g ~ard against a dangerous neighbor. ' Remember what 

Amalek did unto thee ..• thou shalt not for et.' Such romantics 

have confused religion with an unworldly i nnocence and morality vi th 

an endless assivity and a boundless capacity f or sQffering. Their's 

is the romantic an0 unsu orted hope that the tears and the anguished 

patience of the decent will brin7 out the innate decency of the violent 

and the ruthless. Their's is the innocent and unsupported faith that 

acquiescence and forgiveness are in themselves ultimate virtues and 

the ultimate weapon against evil. 

Forgiveness, dear friends, belongs only to God. Acquiescence 

and passivity only encourage the callous and the ambitious. Of course, 

it is foolish and worse to nurse a petty grievance or bruised ego and 
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to seal yourself off from fa mily and neighbors; but it i s equally 

foolish and worse to accept at f ace vr lue the simply made pro

fession, 'I am sorry,' and to let the matter go at that. Words 

are not sufficient proof of a change of heart, and when the high

handedness of a man or nation has been evidenced again and again 

in a contemptuous disregard for the basic values of civilized life, 

t hen surely it is only prudent and wise to be on :your guard and to 

demand repeated proof of the professed change of heart. The 

Deuteronomic caution nRemember what Amalek did unto ye ... thou shalt 

not forgetn was not written after the one dastardly surprise attac : 

in t he desert, but much later. The Book of Judges is filled with 

the details of inces sant raids and depredations by these desert 

pirates ac;ainst the Hebrew sett lements. These raids lasted for 

some three and one-half centuries until Saul captured the Amalekite 

King Agag and David decimated the Amalekite arnzy- in a decisive and 

devasting battle. 

In Rabbinic literature Arnalek symbolized the cruel, indefatigable 

and implacable enemy. Ama l ek was Rome; the Rome which crushed Jewish 

independence; the Rome which over lon,; centuries trampled Jewish 

dignity under its iron boot; the Rome which prohibited the sages 

to teach, the congregations to meet and the nation to venerate and 

respect its traditions. In the Tuuddle Ages Amalek was the Church 

Militant; the Church of the Jew badge; the Church which taught a 

doctrine of Jewish perfidy and merited degradation; the Church of 

~ - - - - --.... _ - -- -·- -
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forced conversion: the Church hose pastors more than occasionally 

inflamed their congregations to sack ·u e Jewish quarter and :nurder 

i ts eople. More recently Amalek was ermamy; the Ger:nany of pogroms 

and blood libel; the Germacy of cultivated anti-semitism and of de

liberate social and professional exclusion; the Germany of Auschwitz 

an ~. achau; the Germaey which shouted: "Juda verreck, n the Jew must 

perish." Over t ~1e memorial f la me t o the six rnillion victims of the 

Nazi holocaust in Paris - ou w:i.11 find inscribed t he si_ ple caption: 

"Remember malek. 11 

There are those among us r;ho woulC: bury the past. Hitl er is 

dead. There is a new Germ:1ny . The 'Hzi criminals ha-re been pu.."1-

ished or are ~ein • sought. 1hat is done can. at be undone. Is it 

not better to acce t Gerr~ n protestations oi a £ew heart and the 

reparations :none: an to sa~r tha t the slate has been wiped clean? 

J::any are sayin_; that Hitler ras an aberration , t :1e Nazi period one 

of tem;_;orary insanity, anC.: that crushin::· defeat has shocked the German 

eo le to their se se s . Unfortunately, Ger, an history is not t~at 

sim.le. Read tl e history of the Jews of Germany - a history, by the 

vray, that reaches back into Roman times, long bef ore there was a 

Gennany - and you will be struck by the steady pattern of anti-Jewish 

contempt, economic suppression, political oppression and period blood

letting. 

Our tradition emphasizes the im1ortance of wariness by underscor

ing the unhappy consequence of King Saul's impulsive but well-inten

ioned pardon of the captured Amalekite King, Agae. Agag became the 



direct ancestor of Haman the gagite, the first to deter~ne on the 

extermination of our entire people. The politics of hate may e de

feated but the oison of hate buries itself underground and courses 

for generations in a people's heart. urim retells Haman' s blood 

lust. 

On the Sabbath before urin we hear i n the s:1 nagogue the public 

admonition: "Remember ·what Amalek did unto you ... thou shalt not for

get." A pointed warnin- derived from our sad experience of history, 

that prejudice and hate are not arrested with political defeat. 

Prejudice may disappear from public view but all too often it is 

expressed and re-enforced in the privacy of home and club and office 

until another propitious occasion comes into beinrr and the hate 

emerges as public policy and the rallying cry of a nation. 

This week a one-time and long time Nazi, Kurt Georg Kiesinger, 

became the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of ~vest Germany. 

Kiesinger joined the Nazi party in 1932. He remained a member until 

the German defeat, though ap9are tly he became disillusioned when 

the tide of war turned against the Reich. Kiesinger has stated that 

he joined the azi party because t ere wasno other course open for a 

young lawyer and that he was never in sympathy with its anti-Jewish 

policies. De-Nazifica ~ion proceedings have cleared him of participa

tion in actual acts of violence and murder against Jews. Kiesinger 1 s 

election is justified to the world by an official loeic which runs 

along these lines: Under Hitler horrible crimes took place. The 
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German nation, however, rejects the concept of collective guilt. 

Only the person Vi· th blood on his hands is 0 uilty and Germany 

has created investi~ative agencies to ferret out these criminals. 

The are prosecuted and punished according to Gernan law. In a 

recent speech 11lest Germany's amjassador to the United States, 

Heinrich Knappstein, reviewed this position and added: 

I would like to deal with a question often asked in t his 

country: How is it possible that so many former Nazis are still 

in office - sometimes even in high office? To this question 7re 

have a realistic approach. A real 1Nazi 1 we would consid r a 

person who was an active promoter of Nazism, or worse, who had 

comrai tted crimes out of such motives. A man who joined the Nazi 

Party only because of the pressure typical of every totalitarian 

regime might have been an opportunist or politically not very in-

telligent. But i '"' he had never actively furthered the cause of 

Nazism or com .. :iitted crimes, we called him a Mitlaufer, a follower 

or a nominal party member, but not a' Nazi 1 • 1ore t han seven million 

)eople were Nazi Party members, of whom a relatively small percentage 

were 'Nazis' in the sense I described. Thus, it was decided after 

the war that we had to grant the 'ri6 ht of political error• to nominal 

party membe2:s and keep them in their jobs. 

Kiesinger is thus, by the testimony of his own A.~bassador, either 

an "opportunist" or "politically not very intelligent;" neither qualities, 

I submit, would lead one to repose much confidence in his effectiveness 

as the ffest German chief of state. As one who remembers Ama.lek, I 
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find nwself dissatisfied wit·i. this overly neat of ficial logic. there 

are ma degrees and qualities of guilt beside the blood uilt of the 

com.'TI.andant and guards at Bergen, Belsen and ~-~idenek. The argument 

that one was i norant of the cam9s and of their violence and that there 

was no immorality to being a Nazi sinply will not hold water. From 

1933 to 1938, the year of the first :·1ass deportations - y ears of 

Kiesenger' s Nazi ?arty me 1:1.bership - so much happened ri.thin the sight 

and hear-in~; of the entire Ger 11a.n people that none of them has a right 

to say: 'I did not know.' There were almost daily attacks on Jews as 

t 1e :ve r:t to their business i r.. _erlin _, Ham ur O and ... -unich . Jewish 

businesses were arJ anized. Jewish la,; .1 ers and _-ihysicians were re

moved fro m accredi te , lists. Jer i sh J. rof essors ,.!ere t arred from their 

classes. Happy ruffians dct nced aro nd bonfires made of books by 

Jewish a ut ~ors. The :nisic of Je ~,ish composers was no lon6er played. 

Jewish children could not attend ublic schools. The Nuremburg laws 

of 1935 made the Jews t Lird class citizens and denied them the pro

tection of German law. Every applicant f or Nazi P&rty 1embership had 

to prove that his blood line was racially pure. In ~ovember, 1938 

on Kristal lTacht, the synagogues of Germany were torched, sent up in 

flames. Kiesinger saw, but like millions of his fellow Germans he did 

not choose to see. He saw only his goal - advancement i n the civil 

service of the Foreign Office. Kiesinger has , een builty of opportunism 

and he stands guilty of callousness towards fellow human beings - but 

then, perhaps like so many Nazis, he did not consider the Jews to be 
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hwnan bein.-; s. Those who watc,1ed from the sidewalk as Je1 ish women 

and children ere dragged through the stf,eets an , beaten by Nazi 

devils - those who watched and joined the party of the toughs - are 

surely guilty i :1 the s i3ht of God, i f 1. c. under the l a rs of the 

Govern:nent of the Federation o - -est Germany. 'Re nember ·what .. ale. 

did ... thou shalt not for 0 et .' 

The s: iri tual ro1i1antic d ells on the fact that a rnajori ty of 

the German oeople of 1966 were children while Hitler was in ouer 

and a 6rea t number 0£' them were not even born . Surely these are 

innotient. Innocent of Hitler's crimes, to be sure, but have they 

remained innocent of the hatred an · prejudices of their · fathers? 

Ho-vr r an~, of them drea n their fathers dreams of a powerful at er-

lan ? On the sixth of iovember this J ear the ultra-ri ht wing 

I ational Democratic Party, which 1s a fusio of ex- ~az,is and the 

neo-lazi element, polled over 10 percent of the vote in the State 

election of Hesse; two hundred thousand votes. By the testir. ony 

of a member of the Bonn Cabinet .f'ar more than half of these ballots 

1ere cast by voters under the age or · 30. Point 9 of the Iatio al 

Democratic Party mani~·esto reads: Twenty ears after the var we 

demand an end to one-sided trials which aim at wiping out the past, 

while in other co untries millions o~ war crimes against German women 

and children go unpunished." Point 10 of the same manifesto demands: 

"An end to the lie about sole German responsibility whereby thousands 

and millions of ~noney has been extracted from our nation." 
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On Y1ovember 20th durin'· a State election in :Savaria, this 

party, 1:~ ich denies .1. azi uil t and ,,,ti ch looks upon re 1 ara t -Lon - ... 

monies s extortion, again polled more t1an 10 percent of the 

total vote - a total o some 780 ,000 votes - e~~ a0 ain far more 

t 1 n half o - these ballot -:v-ere cas t by yo.1n~ peo 1le under the age 

of thirty. The leader o~ The _:a tior..al De-1ocr-- tic .:-'art.,r exalted: 

"This election is a s rin -:board from v::1ic --.r.re ·:ill j u.11p into national 

r oli tic s ." Mhe next day Franz Jo seph Strauss , "!:rho may have t e 

~i ance :ortfolio a_;ain i n t. e ne-1 "Grand Coalition Cabinet" ex

alted: "this is an a1 s111er to all those iho have tried to pull 

G·er::r1any thro 11Gh the dust." week lat r swatiskas and t he sloga 

' J ev1s out of Gery1any" 1ere pc: inted o a ., on ent of J evwish victims 

in t he ·nernorial ce1.etery at Jacha u. 

"Remember vvhat maleK did unto you ... thou shalt not :or et. n 

Kiesi_ er's election and the Hesse and Eavarian vote are evidence 

of a past whi ch has not been burie anc of passions which still 

burn. The issue is not anti-se itism. The issue is not sim_?ly 

the persistence of anti-semitism. Hitler for all practical pur

poses accomplished his task. The Jewish settlement in Germany is 

pitifully small and comprises in all perhaps 25,000 souls. The 

issue is not the instability of those small and scattered communities 

but the peace of the world Swastikas and anti-semitic slogans are 

the lodge symbols of German militarism, of German ambition - an am

bition which twice in the life time of many here has plW1ged the 

world into suicidal bloodshed. 



• 

• 

- 9 -

The Germany of today is not the Germany of thirty years ago. 

?{est Germany is r. ore or l ess a democracy. East Gern1.a ny , tho h 

not recognized by Bonn or ,Jashin0 t on, is de fa cto, an inde endent 

nation. The so-called Ger ~n r.ri.racle ha broL.ght prosperity and 

prosperity has brou ht a certai n degree of political calm. t 

the same ti e we cannot speak of a J.1 ew ermany . The past is there. 

It breathes. It is alive. 

Reunifica ion is the stated aim of every i! est ,.., eru an arty. 

Germany is ass 1ed officially to be t he Germany of 1937, which means 

not only \~st Germany and the East, but the Sudetenland and Polish 

territories east of the Oder ar.u • iesse Rivers. Children are taught 

in their schools that all t his is t he fat erland, rightfully German. 

It is official doctrine that there cannot be peace in Europe until 

this total reunification is ac complished . At t he present, of course, 

the government talks of reunifica t ion inters of broader east-west 

t rade and the pos _ibility of an economic 'Jilion of all Europe ; but one 

wonders how lon Germany will seek its Volk through the techniques of 

diplomacy and trade and at what point fr ustration will call out the 

now largely silent voices w1ich demand 1 ore active and ag~ressive policy. 

reed I remind you tha t the Bundesvehr, 450 thousand strong, is seond 

only to the Russian Army in all of Europe and that it is armed with the 

most sophisticated of A1erican weapons; tha t it has aircraft and missile 

crews trained to fire nuclear weapons - although the United States still 

holds actual war heads under lock and key. ~eed I remind you that this 

past s ummer saw the first attempt by the hi ,;h command of the Bundsvehr to 

free itself of civilian controls and from those provisions of the German 
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Constit tion mich were designed to see that the arrey would serve the 

State and not dominate it. 

This is not the hour for forgiveness nor forgetfulness. Germany 

has yet to prove its steadfastness in the cause of mankind. Germany 

has yet to provide effective antidotes to the poiBons of hate and 

ambition. And so, despite the pressures of Viet Nam the American 

presence in Germany· cannot be dismembered. 1e must review carefully 

every Ger i.:ian program for a rnili tary build up. v e must resist the 

temptation of involving Germany in a multi-lateral nuclear force. 

We must see the Berlin ~Vall and the Iron Curtain not as unacceptable 

barriers, but as walls that keep peace between nei .)·hbors. Our long 

standin~ policy of encouraginG Bonn's claim as the sole legitimate 

German nation must be reviewed and with it the propriety of making 

German's passion for reunification a com;nitment of our own govern

ment. One prays that democracy will thrive in Germany. One nrays 

that this class conscio1s nation will mature in freedom. One prays 

that the German educational system will offer a full opportunity to 

all -- not only to the privileged and the able. One prays that Germans 

of conscience and moral sensitivity will remake and strengthen the moral 

fabric of their society. The world prays and hopefully the world stays 

on its guard and remembers Amalek. 

The Teq,le 

December 4, 1966 
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