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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Laat year, two hundred mWton Indiana auffered chronic malnutrition. 

A voice from the paat waa beard in the land. It wa• the voice of the prie•t

pbilo•opher Malthu•, who in 1798 warned in hi• E•••y• on Population tbat 

we tend to •pawn faater tban we develop mean• of •ubatatence. He aald that 

men were carel••• breeder• and incredibly ahort-•i1hted planner•. We 

1rab for all the material advanta1e• of life but we are carele•• wtth thetr 

conaervation. Rather than effect intellt1ent control• over population we 

expo•• ouraelve• wWy-nlll)C sl a to the wol••• of peatilen.ce, war and 

periodic famine. For a 100d long time after the publication of ht• book, 

advance• tn a1rtcultural technolo1y made many feel that Malthu• bad been 

a far too 1loomy prophet. But, incredibly, in thl•, the twen.ty-fUth year 

of the Atomic Age and~ tenth year of the Space A1e, manklnd •tand• on 

the brink of the moat clecimatln1 famine ln all of hiatory. No one know• bow 

many die in India every clay of aim.pl• •tarvation. Within fl•• year• Pakl

atan and China wll1 •uffer a almilar dl•mal fate. Within the decade the 

Arab Near Eaat. much of Latin America and North Africa wW Join the 

unhappy ll•t of atarvtn1 and hWl&ry nattona. 

Population tend• to multiply at a near 1eometrtc pace. Pro1ram• of 

population control and of land reclamation tend to move ahead at a anaU'• 

pace. Tbe dan1er of famine ha• been widely broadcaat. The government• 

of the world are well aware of the ur1ency of food production and population 

coa.trol. Yet, f.Dcredlbly, there are •till many culture• and at leaat one 



m ... ra We•ten falta. wlllcb ta•l•t on o1•-fa•laloaed •octal moralltl••• wMca 

emplll•t .. clal16eaftlll ud not family pla11ala1 aacl blnh coatrol. Eve 

mon tncredlltly maay leader• of hun1ry nation• coattaue to do b••IM•• •• 

••.al; to pn,an lar1• Mfen•• butla•t•, to divert lato tbeir pocket• ca.ata1 

........ for tlla plly•lcal tmproveme11t of tbelr land. to pv.t off ..... lay 

nclamadoa pnJ•ct• wbtch were aeeclecl ,-•teNlay aad a year •••• I■._ 

aa4I Pakl1taD caa not afford aa arm• race over Kaabmlr. Eaypt, Syria aad 

Jol'UD can not afford to beam 41nama of r••••1e a1aln•t l•rael. But &lie 

arm• are aemebow purcha•••• aacl die clreame aa-e naMred Into battle 

plaa1. TIie vaaltl•• of power be1.U• aa• eatlce far too maay b•Mla of •••· 

TIiey dl1 .. bl tbe laarcl, •••aty, dirty laber ol 1Mdldla1 dam•• pourlll.1 c•

cnte, plansla1 boepltUa, la)1a1 irri1at1 pl •• for ta.. 1lory ol revlewta1 

ia.._. arml•• aa4 die 1lamou• of playta1 1am. of latenadanal latrtpe. 

la tM p:roc••• tbelr c ... tri•• an baaknptetl, •rally•• ell•• ftnaacially. 

In tile laat taa yea_.• die United tat411 Ml ••11t 140 bllllon t • ol 

eul'plu• , ... to tbe ove~tecl natl •• la Febnary of. tbt• pa•t yea• tu 

Preal•11t weat befon tile Coa1r••• to aak for aa eateaaloa au u lacna•• 

ta oar Food For Peace Proaram. •will•-• more food••••••• Hal 

.... 1opme11t opportllalty tlt.l'ou1ta our ec ... mlc al.. oar A. I. D. proanm, 

Worlcl Buk loaa1, aa• Ille like. We llave '--•• am.•1 tbo•• wlao bave tried 

te 1tve lUe to tlle llvta1. 

Umortuaately, tber• l• aaolber at• te a.r actlyld••· Dlart111 ta. la•t 

••venl year• tbe 1r•at lama•trial pow••• of tbe •••• J\u1ala, O.rmaay, 

Fraace, E111lucl aad tu United State• bave become arm merc:laaata to tile 
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worlcl. Ea1•r to keep our def•n• plant• bummtn1, ••1•r to develop A 

fayorable bala■c• of tracle, ea1er to keep friendly military Junta• friendly, 

•• bave plied the bun.10- nation• with bullet• an.cl g\lD• and tank• and plan••· 

We baff corruped the corru.ptable. We have enticed tho•• who cCNld be 

.. tt.cecl. In. tb.t• la•t year alone, 20 bWion clollar• worth of mtliaary barcl

ware wa• eent by lncluatrial nation• to nation• who can not afford lar1• 

atanclln1 armt•• becauae they can nall·afford to feed t!lelr people. Tb• 

worl• r-.v.tre• aa ann1 embar10, not aa arm• race. The world req\llna 

bacnaaecl a1ricutaral yield, not IAcreaaecl ftr• power • And yet, tbe al'ma 

ma■\dacanra, 1ea.erally aappo•t•cl by aad eacoura1ecl by tbelr 1overameata 

wbo 1raat poor aatloaa laYOl'abl• loaa awnqemeat•• pandered to tbe Yald• 

II•• ol. nl•r• aa• le ... .-., •tYel'tial U..lr attead from &bat whicla la 

ua-1eat, baat.11ta1 a. daJ wlaian tbe wnld clawta1 for food •• buqry 

. do1• claw for a mead••• MM throw• to tbe from ta.. table. luteatl of 

1Nlpta1 tbe worl• beat awor4• tato plow1llana, we are llucketeria1 •••M• 
about tbe world -- UMI Ulla t• the way aot ol peace bat of deatll uul •tana

tloa. 

I>urbl1 1966 die Arnerlcaa people •t•ccwen• tlaat tlletr owa vaet 

a1ricultural auplua lwl dlmlat•bed. • tli •• face lamlae. ucb 1aa, 

••• eUU lJta1 fallow. • clld lace iDcreaaM f coeta. Hou1ewlve• or1aatsed 

price atrlk•• ID Deaver, T•xa• uul Ore1oa. TlleN food •trike• were •ymbollc 

of a 1rowln1 awanae•• &mOIII Ainertcaae tlaat you. ba•• to pay tbe piper. 

For tile better part of two year• we bad bapplly cluced Nblacl the Pre1ideatlal 

piper. He played for ua a happy twae wbtcb promieed a victory in A•ia wttbout 



a tl1htenla1 of tile clomeedc belt. He toltl u• that we could bav• wbat we 

wtabecl in Vlet Nam and at the eame time proeecute the ar oa. Poverty; 

•peed ,_.eat •um• of money on our eclucatirmal ey■tem, which Oocl bow• 

reflulre It; aacl effectively concern oul'eelYea wltla ma•• traneportattoa, 

water aad alr de-pollution, urban bllabt, all tb.e aertou• domeattc problem• 

wbtch confront u•. The Prealdent •a.Ill tbt• •on1 in hi• State of. tbe Unloa 

"W• wW not permit tho•• who fire upon u• iD Vlet Nam 

to wba. a victory over de•tree o£.il the Amertc&D people. 

Thi• nation le ml1b,.11ou1h, lu ••clet, llealthy enou1h, lt• 

people are •trona eao 1b to purau.e CNr 1oal• lD tM reat of 

the world, while bulldlll1 tlut Great octety t home. " 

The ••• waa •WI.I all year 1-., but the aote• be1an to irate OD our eara. 

Tbe war wa• co•tia& more than 2 bWlon flollar• a month. la November it 

••• dl•covered that Waah1A1toa kacl ua .. :r-e1ttmatecl the eoet of war by 

•om• tea billion• of dollar•. la elaht••• moatb• l110atlOD bad era••• ,-. ol 

t1le b11yia1 power of Ille 4ollar. 

Faced with a buqet which lA the aaeat ft•cal year will reacll 125 or 

126 bWlon dollar•• 25~ more tbaa la•t year, tu Americ:&A people'• common 

••n•• ran •quar• up a1ata•t the Prealtlent•• coalidence that be could matataiD 

a hi1h level of dome•dc expeadldar••• fl1ht an lncreaaln1ly coedy war, and 

aot bite into our proaperlty. Betwee11 the Pr••l .. 11.t'• conflcleace and our 

conunoa ••n•• lay tbe much di•cu•••• cre4lbUlty 1•P• 

111 New York City a pro1ram wblch l• brlqta1 the ll1bt of readla1 literacy 

to 20,000 aalta l• to be cloaed next moatll. Aero•• tbe natloa Job Corpe 



Center• are betas plla••• out. The 1ov nuneat will no lon1•r make •mall 

1"1••••• loan■ to •mall bu•l•••• men in tlle ah•tto• of the central cltle1. 

The aa1er an• bittern••• of the recent teathnoay by ClVU. Rl1bt• lea .. re, 

repr••••tatl••• of tlae poor and ■odal orkel'■ before S.11ator Rtbtcoff' • 

EJ1111cutive Reor1aalsatlon Sub-committee dealln1 with urban affalr1, m.._ 

lt quite clear tbat h.8pe• bad been blue paactlled, tbat the 1boe placbed ... tt 

plachecl moet ti1btly OD tho•• wbo bad tile lea■t ■bar• ln our abundance. 

We bad clanced to the Preetuattal piper aa4 we bad danced our■elvea 

latet aerioua 41.fflc:11lty. Tile 6:tton z,ealllta ta November 1ave ericlenc• tllat 

tbe people no l•1•r choruaed tbe plpei-'• time. Tb• American people felt 

tbat they bacl not beea leveled wttb, that tlley bMl aot been talkecl atraialat 

to, tllat tbey we•• •till betn1 enticed aa4 bepPN by proml••• wblda cCMlld 

not be met. Tbe Pre■lcleat•• ,-ny loet 47 .. ta ln the Hou••• l la tbe S.aate, 

8 Qoqn.or•• claalr•• 9 majority etate le1talatora. Tber• •••• maay •••n•
tloae of tilt■ vote. But oae waa ••preme aa4 paramouat. It waa a YOM of 

l•••••I.D.1 conftcleace in tee Aclmlnl■tratioa • • pa,oJ•ct• ancl performance. It 

••• a demand for hODe•ty aad cODeultatioD. Taere wa• a price to be ,-1• aacl 

Americ:ananA-'ted to know why and bow muc1' aacl if lt wae nec•••ary. 

On tlae dome■tic acene 1966 wa• a year of 1nwla1 aware•••• aad of 

bt1her coeta. It ••• ayear of ••calatloa aad of llt1ber ca•ualtl•• la Viet Nam. 

Tile year Ml&a with 115, 000 Ualted State• ••nic:emen In Vlet Nam, 40, 000 

••"1a1 with tu SeveDth Fleet in tbe Soutla Cblaa S.aa, 12, 000 la Tbatlaa41. 

At the year'• ••cl there were 390,000 UDtted State• ••rvlc:eme 1

• \n Vlet N m, 

40, 000 bl Thailand, 40, 000 wltb tbe Seventh Fleet, 45, 000 South Koreaa 
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me.-cenariee ft1httngwtt1t our armlea and a brtaacle of New Zealand and 

Auatrallan troop•. 

Durlaa 1966 it became lncreaatn1ly clear that Amertcaa Wllt• were 

bearm1 tbe major burden of a11reaatve mtlltai-y ction. oet of the fall 

aacl eai-ly wlnter our caaualttea outnu bered thoee of the South Vtet Nam••• 

army. Their capability, lf not tbetr morale, waa limited. There were at 

lea■t 150, 000 deaerter• from the South Viet Nam••• fNce• tbi• year. It 

••• hlcrea■tn1ly evident that the annOWlced ••umptloo on wbtch we ha-' 

eatered tbe war that we were defeDdba1 a •mall, committed, freedom-lo'rin1 

people threate•cl by tava•lon from witlaout a1ul aub•eralon from within wa■ 

bollow aacl bad beea fal•• from tlle Yel'J be1bmta1. 

We paid a hi1h price in Vtet Nam duln11966. Slx thou■and ftve 

Jmndncl Amertcaa ••rricemen laad loet tbel livea. The war coat ua •• 

bWlon dollar• &Ad more of our r•••r••• every month. No end to the man

power build up wa• tn at.1ht. The queatloa of who •ball be drafted ad bow 

became a matter of heat.cl 11&tional de te. Tbe que•tton of wbtch Great 

Society r•form• m11at N •lowed down aad whlcla alaelYed became an Admlnl

•tratl•• tanal• aad a national f ruatratloa. 

The war ha• beea bar•-fouaht. Unfortuaately, there l• no victory ln 

•labt. Wbat hacl we 1alned for all of Ollr e ... ••• aacl 1or all of our ca■ualtle•? 

Very little. Viet Coaa commaaclo• operate•••• la Sat1oa, bombtn1 our billet•, 

bla•UD1 oar ammWlltioa. dump•. Tn.e, we •••m to have dented the capablltty 

of the •••my to make lar1• acale attadta. Tbe Vtet Cong •••m to have 

reverte4 to perilla acdoa. But the hl1h ca•ualty rate• of tbe paet few month• 



would indicate that tbey have done •o lth cl• dly efficiency. e have 

been bombta1 ortll Viet Nam for alxteen montha. e ve dropped on 

Nortll Viet Nam more explo•lve po er than e dropped on the entire 

coatlaent of Europe marina orld r U. The r ■ult• ? The r te of 

North Viet Nam••• infiltration tnto South Viet Nam haa tripled in twelve 

month9 I By our own military adml••lon North Viet ameae and Vtet Coaa 

•olclier• are better fed, better led n better armed today than they were 

twelve montha a10. 

The policy of 1966 wa• a pollcy of eacalatlon. It waa a futile policy. 

We pourecl almoet two buadred thouaaacl more men into South Viet Nam , 

and all mamaer ot equipment. Tbe R•••lan• poured more equlpmeDt lnto 

Noi111 Viet Nam. A week after we fired our flrat ir ml■•il• we bacl one 

ftl'ed back at ue. We bombed cloeer aacl cl •• to Haaot. our Huadr•• 

lllcl f Uty American airci-aft bave been loat. A luanclred Ru••tan MIGS of 

the late•t type baN been brou1bt iDto North Viet Natt and preawnably tile 

air •pace wbicb we have controlled without cont.et will not be conte•ted. 

We 1,eaan to or1aa.l•• commaado raid• aaat.a•t tbe North Viet Nam••• 

coaat. Tbe Commuatete op•••• a perrilla ••coed front in Tballaacl. 

Wllat will happen. wben •• bomb the population ceate•• of Hanoi d Hatplaoa1? 

I• Sat10D immune from bombia1 or the ••tuari•• or our port• ? U we omb 

Haaol f•om pririle1•d aan.ctuarle• la tile PbUtpplu• or Thailand, bat 

t, to preveat the Commual•t• from bombta.1 Salaon from privlleaed auctu• 

artee In CblDa? 

lt became clear durln the year, tbat for every act of ••c■lation on our 
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part, the enemy wa• capable of making n equal and oppoaite reaponae. 

It i• a fool'• aame that we play and it baa been fooliah and worae from the 

be1innlng. 

1966 waa a year of much diplon1atic talk about ne1ottatlon. The year 

began with a thirty-aeven day bombing pauae over North Viet Nam . Dip

lomat• ecurrled about doing whatever diplomat• do, trying to turn thi• 

pauae into a conference, cea•e-ftre and ne1otiationa. General Weatmonland 

complained that the Communtata were ualn1 the lull to build up their atriltln1 

capacity. Secretary Ruak aaid that there had been no •i1nUtcant reaponae 

from Hanoi. In early February the bombin1• were resumed. General 

W eatmoreland did not bother to mention that we had been uain1 that 1ame lull 

to build up our force• and that durtna this entire lull we had continued to 

bomb in South Viet Nam and Lao•. Secre ry U Thant of the United N tton• 

aaicl all year long that the reaponae from anoi had not been the curt dl•-

miaaal iecretary Ruak bad atated it to be. Our alltea in the free orld con

tinued to remind ua that thou1h we talked pioualy of unconditional ne1ottattona 

we bad anpbi111 but unconditional ne1otlation• in mind. Our 14 point,, our 

atipulationa. made it cle r that we intended to win at the Conference table 

what we had not won on the battlefield. We were lnaiating that at the end of 

ho■tilttiea, all troop• be withdrawn, except tho•• of our Saigon allie1 who would 

thua be left in complete phyaical control of all Viet am ■outh of the aeventeenth 

parallel. 

Ne1otiation require• comproml••• e were offering only to excban1e 

an end to hoatilitle for victory. The offer• for negotiation were ot accepted. 
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ore en were aent. n or Bullet• whined in th• Jun1le. M n died. 

m n clied and more men ill be • nt. the year ore on, it becan • lAcreaa-

tn1ly evident that Viet Nan a• an intern tlonal e barra••ment and t the 

Aclminlatratton had not the fainteat idea how t di••• b rra•• ttaelf of it. 

e anted out. e dld not know how to et ut. 

The whole ieaue of neaotiatlon wa• clouded over and n, uddy. There were 

tho■e who •aid that the United tatea a oke of negotiation• a• a cover to new 

eecalatlon. of tbe wait. There were tho•• w o aald the United tat•• hacl DOt 

made u.p it• own mlad. Tb• Pre■ldent went to anila. In bl• lon1 ha•ty aweep 

aero•• the outaldrta of ala he apoke of peace and ne1ottationa. The communique 

from Tbe ,..,, ....... ila Conlereac• apoke of peace and of ne1otlation. But bea the 

Pre•ide11t went to Cbamranh Bay to •peak to t • tr~• he reverted to the 

victory idiom ot the frontier: "Come back, " aid, "with. th• coon akin on 

the wall." Brto.1 hon1e the calp I Military victory or neaottated aettlement? 

Will tile real Pr••ldent Johnaon pl•~•• atand up. 

A• our fruatratloQ zrlowated, our po•ture toward• the re•t of the world 

1Hacame lncreaat.n1ly truculent. General Onaaala of the raenttne overtarew 

clemocratically-elected aovernmaat. bat wa• OU1' re•pon•• ? • ·••t ' 

him l\lD.• aacl allowed him to purcha•• Jet plane• to beef up the very rn-iy be 
. 

••d during the awumer to attack hi• own utlonal univeraity and de• If it• 

freedo of epeech. Durlag 1966 we beau to arm two of the moat feudal ancl 

ca•te rldclen kingdom• in the world- the •lave owning klnadom ol. S udt rabla, 

and the bedouln kin1don1 of Jordan. lncr•a•maly, we were involved with the 

caate rtdclen oligarchy ol the Thala, feudal nobility, oppoaed by their own 
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conomlc and deprived ma••e•, and by ethnic minoritiea, who ln Thailand 

are completely without the law. 

1966 wa• for merican foret1n policy.,a year of ar1 aalea, and r 
,,. 

•bipmenta. e thought in military and para-military term•. t the year'• 

end the 1overnment of weden added the name of the United State• to the llat 

of the internationally irreaponaible governments to whom the Swedl■h 1overn

ment could not aeH arma. How the mighty had fallen. 

Senator Aiken of Vermont aald that what wae needed in W ehin1ton 

$not more dove• or more hawka but more owla- more wiadom. What 

l• the way of wiadom? A• you well know, I have aaid for almoat five year• 

now that in Aaia the way f wiadom ia not the way of weapona. I have oppoaed 

the build up of our military force• in Viet Nam from the day• in which there 

were only military adviaora. I oppoae th building up of our force• in 

Thailand two year• ago when we ftrat ■ent 1ilttary adviaora. The way of 

wtadom begin• with the recqtnttton that even the power• of the next powerful 

nation on the face of the glo~• ia limited. In Aaia we have bitten off more 

than we can cMw up even if it were morally or politically proper for u• ao to 

do. The new Aaian doctrine which •••m• to have hypnotized our 1overnment 

extend• American power far beyond the ability of the American people to live 

up to the requirement• of that power. 

The way of wi•dom l• the way of peace. The path ta peace be1in• tn 

unilateral ee ■ •ation of the bombln& of North Viet N m. Thia bombing i• not 

only le1ally •u•plctoua .. we are bombing a 1 nd and a aovernment with whom 

we re not le1ally at war - t.t ta n>.UltarUy au■plcloua. What are the re•ult• 
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of •lxte•a month• of bomblna? The •••my lD tt. fleld i• • atron1, U aot 

etroa1•_. tll•• be wa■ befon we beaaa. U TbaDt ft~d other• bave mada I ., 

abundantly clear tbat the very minimum requirement for coaver■ tion with 

Hanoi la an end to the bombt.n1 of that land. B yond a unilateral ce ■aatloa of 

tid• bombt.n1 tbe Americaa 1overnmeat muat aclmowleqe what lt ba• not 

yet admitted · that our ratlonale for thl• ••••••m•nt ha• b•en falee from the 

• bv• claimed that we ar• in Viet am ■imply to pul'I• S tll 

Viet Nam of lllvacl•r•, to return Viet Nam to the conditioo it waa in before 

boaitilltle• be1u, before the Communi•t• beaan to infiltrate. In thi• frame

work we •••• a Koreaa•type ■ettlemeat, a return to the •tatu• quo ante. B•t 

that which wa• before waa not a Korea oi 1949, but a South Viet Nam dtri .. d 

•1•ln•t tnteelf, at war lth it■eU ~ a South Viet Nam which had deliberately 

refuaecl to bold an lntemationally require • ea cite on the po••tblltty of 

reunUic•tion with the ortb.. 

And ■o, wben we ■peak of peace, of neaotlatton•, we C&D not ••um• 

that all we have to do l• pull out ear troop■, tbat the North Viet Coq abNlcl 

pull out leavina the South Viet Nam••• ta contl'ol of theil' land. Many la the 

let Con1 a.re ■outberner• and many in the algoa Junta are firom the Nolib. 

South Viet Nan for the outh Vietnan ••• ia even ta our te--• an unde•t .. able 

bat we need in South Viet Nam l• a cea■e-flre, n international 

pre•eace. the dl•armament of all combataat• and the poaalbility of a repn

■entative 1ovename t, repl'•••ntiDa North Vt.et Nan1eae nd our Vietnam•••• 

a neutiraltat aovenunent tied neither to the E at nor to the eat, concenecl 

with the welfare of a badly bataed people. 
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We can not in what we expect to win in Viet Nam. We can be 

bled of our pro•perity, bled of our youna mep, bled of our decenclea. 

The ye r end• with our Ambaa■ador to the United State•. Mr. Qoldbera, 

writing to U Thant, aakin& him to uae hia good office to eecure negotiation•. 

The year end■ without any public avowal by our government that it ha• 

cban1ed it■ atipulatton• on the prerequtaite• for neaoti tion. The year 

enda with talk of peace but without any real poaaibility of peace. 

1966 waa a year of war, of alarm• of war, and of n'lemoriee of other 

wars. In 1966 the Hawk flew over our capitol, it flew over Peking, it 

wheeled over Hanoi. It wheeled, flew and darted down aa if it were aomo 

predatory beaat, destroying life, deatroylng all that cam, into it• path. China 

aufiered terrible purge•• reminiscent of the talln pur1e• of the middle 1930'•· 

Armed with the adoleacent enthuaiaam o h e Guard, Mao aecured hi• 

own power, deatroyed hi• enemie• and unite bis nation to prepare for ar. 

e were not sure, any of ua, againat who he waa preparln1 to fiaht. Thouah 

he ■poke bitterly of the nited State aa the "war n1ongerini devil of Viet Nam, " 

bi• real concern aeem• to be focu•ed on hi• northern and weatern border• where 

Rua,ia and China diepute ownerahip of land in Daer on1olia and Mancburia. 

If there ia to be open conflict between theae one-time Coron uniat comr dea, 

aurely we ought to be out of A•ia, f r aw y from any pos ibility of beina involved. 

In 1966 there waa war, there waa preparation for war, an there were 

the memorlea of other ware. A one-time azi •• elected Prime iniater 

of the Federal Republic ot eat Germany. A Neo- azi party, the ational 

Democratt.c Party received a illio votes in two provincial election■. The 
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re-UDUicadoa of O.rmaay remained the carcllaal political ambition of all 

O.nnaa political pard••• Re-walflcatlaa meant to the Cierrnana not Ollly 

tlae peaceful kDlttia toaether of the Pankow an Boan 1overnmenta, ut tM 

return to tu Fatherland of Pollab land■ eaat of the Oder• el••• Rlvere, 

Pru.••la ud the udetenlancl. Germ.all ha• developed the ■econd mo■t 

) 

powerful rmy in all of Europe. erm.anl• bitloaa and action■ 1ave maay 

•leepl••• niahta and nt1htmare■• It l• IA tbe be rtland of Europe tbat tM 

1nat alobal ua have belWl and been •pawned. It i• the ambittOD u.d 

mUt.tari■n of Germany which baa •pawn.eel tbem. One prayed for a new 

Germany, a new heart. 11d one aaw tu old O.rm&1ay, the olcl way•• the 

old arrogance, the ol prejudice•. 

1966 a■ not a go year. bout all that e can eay for it ta that 

we are alive. It wa• a ye r ln hlch the or • e ed bypnotlse by the 

po••iblllty of ar ed con1llct. In the Near E et there ••• the tbreat of 

ar. In Central frica there wa• a th,eat of war. In South Afrtc there 

• a threat of war. In outh Aala there •• war. In CeDtral urope tlaer• 

wa• a tbreat of war, and even loa1 time peaceful nel1bbor• in South Anierica 

ere, for the ftr•t time in a huaclred yeara, armln1 them••lv•• with otfen• 

lve weapon•. 

Durina 1966 one 11eeded the n oral ri•loa ol our faith. It waa eaey to 

•ay that mankln • bypaott•ecl to believe tbat an I fated, to a••ume that 

r l• inevitable. ot •o. U tbere wU1 be r, we ill have red e ar. 

It ill ve been our own ln ctivity, our own carele1 ■ne •• our own ttloo.•• 

ur own ar~o1ance, ou wn and anklnd'•• blcb will b.av brou ht the olocauat. 

Our fat.ta te cbe• •• that human de•tlny la of bumaa manufacture. Peace 

or war, cll•a•ter or proar••• - wblch •ball it be? A• 1966 ended we looked 
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for tbe peace-maker•. • aouaht the arcaitecta, the builder•. the clocto••• 

the aoct.al work.ere, the teacheJia, the atate•man wao can uild rtd1•• of 

1111ur•tandln1, and tbe bael• for cooperation b•tween men. 

It la in our tradition. to end on an e11coura1tn1 note. oweyer . reall•tic 

dMI ••••••meat, we are after all altve, there l• hope. here i• ov.r hope? 

You are eur hope. uak.ln.cl ie not an abetract. Ciovemment• do not •xl•t 

011t tbere. e are manlcincl. p • are the 1overnmeat. Hope? ere in o•r 

hand•. Vl•ion? Here la our mlact.■• Klzula••• and un.deratandt.a1? Her Ill 

our heart•. :a.aa .baa tbe nece••ary abillU.• to arcllltect the Great odety 

and a world parlnesi1hlp la peace. We lack notblns except cou..-aae aa 

vl•ion. an.cl a ••••• of ur1eacy. A• 19 6 end• and 1967 be1ln•, let ua pray for 

tbat coura1e and. vielon aad ••••• of ur,-.cy. 
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world that the first step in negotiation must be a unilateral end to our bomging 

of North Vietnam- -a country with which we are not officially at war and which 
only 

is not officially at war with us. This need has been stated icxx not/by the 

Communist nations, by our allies, by the Pope and by some of the most respected 

men in the Senate. 

It is not clear what Mr. Johnson is prepared to sacrifice for peace. 

His much vaunted trip to Honolulu, precipitated and hasty. General Ky returned 

to Saigon ]Cd{X - he spoke of a military attack on North Vietnam. The President's 

trip to the Phillippines in October was again precipitated a hasty and carefully 

worded communique in Manila lost all real meaning when the p>.resident spoke 

to our troops at Camrah Bay and told them in the words of Frontier America 

"Come home with the Koon Skin on the wall." 

It seemed clear that the United States does not know how to disembarrass 

itself of a disembarrassing involvement. The increasing truculance in other 

areas of our National policy show the frustration of this war. Around the world 

we have XleZIKX taken up again the responsibility of military juntas in Argentina, 

Brazil and Venezuela--with governments who attack their own universities 

in order to wipe out dissent. In the Near East we are subsidizing the military 

build up of two of the most feudal :&@MRX kingdoms in the world, Saudi Arabia 

and Jordan and our Arms to the Thai government 

dis sent and opposition. 

to attack, 

In a symbolic act the Swedish government determined not to sell arms 
I 

0 

,"-"Ill~ 

1rre1psuatbte 11allons -- over Washington and over Hanoi and 

over Pekin, 
purge 

Mao's ap:rcwe,t, effected 

of the Red Guard reminded the world of Stalin's purges 30 years ago which 
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-~~-
presaged his expansionist dreams of Poland an the Nazi-Stalin .pact 011939. 

China was being prepared psychologically an militarily for war. It was not 

certain who she was determined to fight. noi still determinedly rejected 

Chinese volunteers. Her military build u seemed to be concentrated on her 

Western and Norther borders where she isputes with Russia for control of 

held with·n it the peoeibility of wa.r wtttrtn the communist camp There was 

w 
war.....u:.d the alarms of war and the memories of war everywhere. Germany ......__ 
had built up her Bun esvehr into KX the second most powerful army in Europe. 

Prussia, Polish lands east of the Oder and Miesse Rivers and the Sudetenland 

were still pictured on German maps as part of the German fatherland. An 

Ex-Nazi became Prime Minister and almost a million people voted for a Neo-

Nazi party in provincial elections. There was war, there was the danger of 

war and there was the memory of other wars and there was JaK an urgent need 

for statesmanship and peace making. /one had the feeling that if the United 

States could swallow its pride and a pt an ralized Vietnam and disembrace 

itself of a vision of Ame • other men might find othe ways to 

resolve 
-...., 

and the IDl~~U[KX danger a world war of holacaustical 

ortions was present and near/ Our faith teaches us that wa are not fated or 

destined - that we have it in our own power to build th b 1d ~s o peace, iQ 

create the bitterness that breeds war. Rarely in recent times as there been 

such a need for men and nations of courage and steadfast convictions who will 

sacrifice their vanity and ambition for peace, who will direct the welfare and 

the many skills of m11n to the very real problems of poverty and illiteracy, of 
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ill-health and malnutrition, which are omni-presdent. VF@ ca; ••l fs2 help. 
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