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YOM KIPPUR 

'rt,e Te111pie • 

Get:oee P 13, i96 7 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

For the mo st part the Industrial Revolution passed the shtetl by. A pleasing 

vignette is told of the first reaction by one small Polish Jewish community to a 

horseless carriage. The Yeshiva students were dazzled. They wanted explanations, 

and so they turned to the one of their number who had been to Warsaw and who was 

reputed to have read forbidden books. They asked this "scientist" to explain this 

latter-day miracle. "Oh," he said, "it's simple. You take a rectangular frame 

and you put four wheels at the corners of it. " "Then you tie these wheels with a wire. 

You get it? t1 "We get it. t1 "Then you take these wires and you bind them in a box in 

the center of the frame. Inside the box is a horizontal wheel which turns. Do you 

get it? 11 "We get it. 11 "Above the horizontal wheel there is a series of smaller 

wheels. Do you get it? " "We get it. 11 "On top of the smallest of the wheels the re 

is a peg and a wire that runs from the peg to the cab of the car. Do you get it? 11 

1'We get it. 11 "When a motorman pushes a button at the end of that wire, the wire 

turns, the wheels turn., the lower wires turn, and the large wheels turn; and this 

is what makes the car run through our streets. " "Oh., " they said. "ll'bw we 

uncle rstand. " 

I submit that, despite the vast refinement in man's technical knowledge, we 

are as over-confident of understanding life as these Yeshiva students were of under­

standing magnetoes and electricity. Life, someone has said, is a miracle wrapped 

,_ ~ u~ 
in a mystery. Life simply is. Tb.eush fhe knowledge explosion pe■haps has a ... - .... the 

::::::--
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Science is a useful tool with which to moderate the natural environment in which we 

live, but science cannot give us control of the terms of life or make us masters of our 

destiny. We can learn a great deal about process, about 'how'; but we know next to 

nothing about purpose, about 'why'. The universe is ,..J"i:,ife ist._:nd it is impossible 

~o cU 1\ >(.L ~ '-'- L en , 
for us to pt behind that althnate statement. Sen,· 8 'laifii; rnauy Jaa,,& waadepte<l.o1d 

~ 
I r ~ r-. -----~ I "1 • " ' .• . !' (' #! 

• doctrines of determinism. Life, they say, is predestined. What happens to us is 
... l 

inevitable. It's imprinted 1n our genes. We are ae. enmeshed in a web 

, 
p~, and struggle as we will we cannot break free. Wh....t- we 4h.i.r IIW 'M U ur 

• 
.. 

ability to make decisions, out alilit9 to change the direction of our lives, is more 

"" illusion than real. Even our thought processes are conditioned. The-8 l'nefts• •' aauue, 

have gone back to some of the most e]e!lzQ 1109 aaJ primitive doctrines of the human 

race. All ancient religion assumed tll.e control y t be 8 • da cf human life. God opens 

the womb. God touches the child with His talents. God commands, and the human slave 

must obey. In the end, God cuts the thread of life when it pleases him. 

The Eastern religions taught the doctrine of Karma - - Ml iron rule of destiny. Man 1s 

only escape from pre -destination was a hard won release into nothingness. The Greeks 

1.&.d Moira--......... MiiWlliMlit~ul fate. Man was pursued by fate; and, try as he would, he could 
I 

not escape it. 
~ y J 

The hero sti:u.eeI ail fl@ ·a I I a·.fc in the full knowledge that his fate would 

ultimately wear him down and overwhelm him. 

-
C3>11pie with the sense of being controlled from 

-
theranei:ett'I \'t1@P 1 sl 1' and l 

much oft ro.gleto , 11•e•l• ••PrshJ ah1r the premonition hat the world out there is 

controlled by ominous and dangerous power~ There is a dark coloration to most of 

the wo rld 1s literature. The future is written in shadows. There are dark wraiths 

and awesome spirits, avenging angels, and demonic presences that lie in wait for 

and put obstacles in path,•' ,,....n -- which try to beguile Man and to possess 
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' his soul. Write rs flotsam, a bit of oceanic debris tossed hither and 

yon on the surface of the roiling., surging seas. There is motion, of course, but 

;Jan does not control the motion. -/ian is controlled by the intersects of the stars, 

by the winds, by the gods, by the wiles of the devil, or by the iron laws of economics. 
I I , A ' The image of Men as broken kindling cast about on the ocean waves i a- 1""~~~"" from 

the stoic philosophies of the second century ot the Hindu philosophies of the pre -
t 

Christian centuries, but f1101n the existentialist literature of our day. Though we no 

longer speak of man being bedeviled or possessed, we do speak, do we not, of sup-
ft 

pressed ~i•la ■ ae, of animal instinct, of the innate violence of human nature. How 

many think of human nature as a r.Qlli.111g tempest which we can control for a time but 

which, ultimately, explodes and whips away the mask of civilization and decency which 

we carry about., revealing the 5 7 ,. 

\I fl It, the re 

are powers out there which prevent our achieving any of the goals for which we hope '. _,.._,--~-

if there are, in here, deep fires burning, hidden preserves of evil which we cannot 

control, then all that we are dotug ■■ re this evening, all that Yorn Kippur stands for 

. 1s a travesty. 

Yorn Kippur , of repentence., of the possibility of a new start. 

'~ " er philosophies say that that which is crooked cannot be made straight. 

Yorn Kippur says the crooked soul can be straightened out. A tear of remorse,•the 

will to change habits and goals,' the determination to set }[APE Pfe on anetahe• p!ea/.....-

11..,. ~' to bring yourself up from the le.Kel of coarseness._:nd vulgarity, o.f oeRLH■I; H t1f •o 

, -the level of sensitivity iij& warmness and love - Tile tee• 1:1111 •I e C8t1!J, s111ent ae>and 

' n o 
da.te1111inattsn allow man to step up in life. Tomorrow we will read in our Torah the 



' 

- 4 -

command, "Choose life that ye may live. 11 It is a meaningless command if it means 

simply 1continue to breathe'. It is a narrow rule if it means simply 1don 1t commit 
n_ I -
a;,e. u;> ;yo-r ~ ..., "V 4 ~ ~ ~ fl Al (.. I 

suicide 1. In fact, it says much more . ., life gives us the opportunity to choose between 
;-. 

animality and humanity. between bestiality and civilization, between living that is 

no life at all and living such as befits a child of God. 
6 

A '" rf :.1 • Yorn Kippur s••~es the possibility of renewal, set for yourself otbc zizbtr, 

(J 

higher sights. Set out on a new course. What"'permitted our ancestors to hold this 

)Q ( """"" 
hope of renewal? What led them to speak of ±__!jii, the possibility of rehabilita-

tion and growth? Did they deny t~ua f18'llCI8 s•• bhote ,. surging majesty 

I 

which is the universe? Did they deny that man was in many ways controlled and 

conditioned by circumstances over which he had no power? Not at all. Judaism shared 
-

with other p'°hilosophies a.Dg a.nci~nt 1 IIL8i IB'3 the knowledge that man does not Vffllt to 
. , . 

tb~ bundle of talents ~at shall be 

conditions of our life, , the length of our daysl over these we have no 

control. 

Judaism was not afraid to loo ,k at this a w.esome power straight on, unblinking. 

Most people shuddered before this power, raw authority, autocrator• ~••• geds, 

• 
but t~e God who was both Elohenu and Avinu, both u,-, soveriegn and father, both 

majestic and merciful. 
I ~ 

Judaism knew and experienced the storm. The storm.,that buffeted man was 

brutal a z:4 ,:old and chilling, but the storm also brings the rain which refreshes the 
I 

earth and cleans the air. Judaism looked at death. Death is cruel. Grief is bitter, 

but if there is no death there is no life. If the re is no death:, the re is neither place 

nor opportunity for another generation. J knew pain 
I 

the bitter, searing 
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I 

pain ~rtai.n ~ain is hardly bearable, but pain sharpens our awareness of pleasure. 

Pain breaks down the walls of selfishness and teaches what it means to be sympathetic. ~ 

all that is implied in the word, 1 fellow feeling'. Judaism knew full well that this is not 

the best of all conceivable worlds; but, were the earth paradise, what place would there 

be for that exhilaration which comes from high moral challenge? Where would we find -n .J F c,.. (. '-' /,) 'r /1 "'-'- "' ...... , 
jQy an4 tbs •pp12~ of life? 

A ( & 

Our fathers never claimed that they could describe ti.. ••••••1; af God's pl1r or 
l'-

even a RU!tJ&I p t sf le'. "God 1s ways are not our ways," they said, "and God 1s thoughts 

are not our thoughts." But they had seen ,enough and experienced enough to recognize 
ft .. , /\ A I \ 11 

that God is not only power, allt.hcriby, the storm, but the Father, G.Qnaerwda the shepherd 

f I l I 
j 

whose ca~e p••i•o•• Ml<il J:igl ia ■ G the dark valleys. 

d was not such a power as men acknowledge when they speak of 

devils and dark riders of the night. There is no fear-bo r n Il}71:hology in Judaism. 

I ' 

Luck ? Are we not, all of us 

wa)U<lr •• U 1, creatures of circumstances? Of course we are. There is a merit gap 

between what we are and what we might be. Industry, hard work, determination cannot 

guarantee success. Judaism turned to the man of wealth and said, 'Let not the rich man 

" glory in his wealth; boast not )06PPQO)f pf your fl 
ti ' 

1 i I I ill. You have worked hard, 

perhaps, you have been agile and nimble, but so was your grandfather who lived on the 

edge of poverty ,in a small town in eastern Europe. He was not less industrious, no less 

vigorous, and no less determined than you. The only difference is that he lived in a 

le 
Judaism turned the 

" ', 

...,~; 4-1,,. d man v-..... power an 

oi penrer ip wy eeunnttftlf!'y. What if you had lived during the long bitter years of Jewish 
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ostracism when your people was outcastSand{~~l_c_o_m __ e-,.._~- - YQU a~e a e~ture 

0£. ci rc'\Unil tan boa&ft• not*yd!!P!~1'r-~f W};>ec:lar8"9ill o,......,,.,.it 1• Indeed, millll,...._Qf us 

&v 
wo1ild not e¥.CD 

' • f .. 

her~ w r~ ~t_ .o .uiw..t~a...~MMW¥!MM>at'4~t11- 0'!'~H""day. How 

many of us are alive because we ·were born at a time when childbirth was no longer 

a mortal danger? How many of us are alive for no better reason than because a 

~-•- A.. . 

grandparent packed his bags and moved beyond the range of Hitler's anger? 

Pride is the besetting sin of this generation. We look about, and wae see ourselves 

as successful men and women. There is affluence. There is security. There is 
. . 

prestige. There is respectability.'- We tend to_ b AiR?tlfl Ell cnl cit • ..a.11. -Jiu,t ~w much 

of it is due to us? How much of it is due to luck? Is it merit or mazel? We judge 

others with many of the same smug assumptions by which we judge ourselves. How 

many have been honored in this community, not because of their personal worth, but 

because of their corporate worth,• not because of the decency of their lives or the 

at the right time and made a great deal of money? 

Judaism neither denies the powers beyond nor the spinning of the wheel of fortune. 

Where, then, lies our freedom? What freedom does Yorn Kippur address? ~ 

luc1sc:certaigl;x, ans) DA~ thgse JiWPfjfi whiall ■ c ean12ut ····••k zni•aa liippiltbl .. pCaks to 
,. • 1\--( . 

tJa IL 2 J tl spirit, Yorn Kippur addresses the inner ma~. Yorn Kippur talks 

M ....1~~• ~ • 
about the standards by which ~ht live., the truths that yQ.&;a, should speak, the 

(., ~ 
vision which could guide -xgu on a meaningful way, the relationships which should 

~S'-• t{ "" 
properly be sacred, the standards by which Y')IJ co1a1ld manage ;-our home and ~our 

\....--~\I\ t\J ~ (.; w., \ t.. \. 
Jj,fe, and 1 • t:elc:Niny. Here is a world which is your world, into which no one can 

step or intrude. Here you make the irreversible and basic decisions, the decisions 
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which determine the quality of your life. If you are eager for learning, you will never 

be ignorant. If you are willing to love, to share, you will never be an outcast. If you 

are willing to care, you will never be without a calling. If you are willing to reach up, 

nothing that another man does can pull you down. 

ambitions, and programs not of their own design. There are some who are pushed 

hither and yon by their passions, by•• •iir fears, ay th ir neighbors, ~".:~;::::y their 

children. They are common people ... ordinary people ... bemused. Some of them 

besotten. They are tragic figures, are they not? They are not free men, for we are 

only as free as we make ourselves free. And what makes us free? Judgme1 -.id wil)--

Learning and love. D~terminatio • Y~-~1 ~~b~a. We can be free only if we are resolved 

~~~ 
to develop, ~o cl.eaa ; r 1 rt o improv~, ..and to sns111 >IWJ;bin. 

Two worlds compete for the soul of man - - the wo rld out there, with all its allure-

ments, and the world in here. We cannot control what happens to us out there. We 

n 
can resolve~ this Yoe Kl1rnr1 to work with discipline, ~hat a a • ill be vigorous in(' uu.. 

every skill we possess on achieving a certain end; 

but there are no guarantees that we will be successful. We ,nay be passed over. Another 

~ 
, 

may be offered the opportunity. Out there, there is a large element of chance. • ? 

, . , 
Who can destroy my integrity? Who can say, "t1ou shalt not love"? Who can tell me 

~ . 
I G?RRA.t speak the truth? Who can deny me the opportunity to rejoice in beauty, to 

respond to music, to grow i~ knowledgefto respond to the grand ambitions of civili­

zation? 
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Yorn Kippur asks me., as it asks each of us., to look carefully at this private 

ld h h b ~i . b d • • t • I :i: ...1 • 1 wor -- not at w at ot ers say a out me., not at t 90 escr1pt1on w ttc 11 .... a1 y 

,...., ~~-re r\.c. , '- , , ; 1 ow\ . 
fttUi.iJ., not at tJzg auterne:le ef ""' tifc, out at my p.i,vato 111orld. Am I satisfied 

with my standards? Am I happy in my relationships? 

,,,,.-- ~ J ( '- l 
r' ii; Si C con victions? .... And each of us, as he :rqaJcaa 5aili ~Wil@tazlent., sheds a tear of 

. 
remorse for the

0

man we might have been, a tear of regret for the woman you might 

I • • ~ "'""' 
have been; for none of us has wbai:tr ti"'ed up to our Olllll expectations, much less 

God 1 s expectations of us. None of us can say, "In wealth or in poverty., in success 

or in failure., I have walked the way I have set for myself; I have been truthful 

always with myself and God. " 

And so., for each of us, this 1s an hour of 
TJ-r I 

of turning back to tbO£e 

VuL 4- , 
1';1,si,c id Js we set so long ago •a• tJhe ~ea~a ef s•• life; 

.J t--- "' 

turning back to tlle private 

~VJ Ot ,1J..."f l .. , \.J. J 

wgrld end ts caak our true self.,._ to fi 1 the d scipline s which will allow the true "I" 

'-'- /t. I • ,,J f I , I I· A 
to emerge. We are free only if. we a re SliJPe: wi.5&iR oursa!uas; and., wonderous y., 

r J J. r 

tb.at iPeeeeim- llew21 tt9 t"5 bring hope into our world, for we are not unlike a stone 
w~ \ 

dropped into a pond,- ,.iH a ripples Qi£ a aiingie •••n ■ 1 1i ■ ta:, reach the furthermost 
I 

~Jldti o .uJ: .1r,a Iii.. And so it is in life. The single deed performed in love reaches 

down the centuries and to the far corners of the earth. 

Spend an hour with a child, a child who is convulsed with fear and fright. 

Reduce the tension of his anger. Be patient. Teach him by your calmness and 

presence that he need not fear all the people thronging out there; and, somehow., 
.,..,, ~ 

and in some way, every person that child ~touch-, in his life will have been touched 

by you. Make your home a place of wholesomeness., a place of encouragement and love; 

• 
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and all who walk out its door each morning will bring happiness into the world. 

Ultimately, the decency which is yours reaches out and touches mankind; and, in 

that long-range effect lies our hope that some day and in some way we will break 

f\ 

the iron ring of vtat!...ane hakt; aad bitterness~and tha~w.~ .... Ji~~~ enough 

the neon· ring us to violence and 

Yom Kippur climaxes with a great prayer. It is callee U 1netshaneh Toke£, 

'let us recall the majesty of this day'. T~ prayer describes the powers without, 

the circumstances and destiny we cannot control. (Hebrew) 

Who shall pass on, and who shall be healed? Who shall live in security, and whose 

lives will suddenly be on quicksand? Who shall have success, and who shall be 

smashed low? Who shall be fortunate, and who shall be unfortunate? 
I .. .. 

:eu.t this prayer i.a -•l•••11eid ..,- the very le sson I have sought to leave with you, 

) ' 
that of 1 fttt'Va, the (Hebrew) 

n 
Prayer., repentence, thoughtfulness, the discipline of social concern., all th~ n 
1:,.1.J Liv ,,,~J 
thi.flgs 1ubisb are the private decisions of life mollify and mitigate the stern decree. 

Yes, we are destined. Yes., there is a chance; and, yes, there is another chance, 

Let us not overlook our last chance. 
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EXCERPT FROM YOM KIPPUR ADDRESS 

THE TEMPLE 

RABBI DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

October 13, 1967 

Mos t live maturely but even so life catches us up in a web of campromise 

and simple error. For all our awareness we find it convenient to mistake 

respectability for kindness, courtesy for character. Yom Kippur properly 

asks of us repentence and a tear. At first we tend to look upon Yorn Kippur 's 

confessional mood as more appropriate to others than to ourselves. We have 

our idiosyncracies but, we are not sinners. It takes some time before we 

can break down and admit that our sou.ls too are scuffed and frayed. We have 

judged our decency against the average achievement yet the mark we expected 

of ourselves and that God expects of us is much higher. Yorn Kippur calls 

us to shed a tear for the performance gap between what we are and what we 

might be. Some are so steeped in self that the tear hardly comes. For 

others it comes all too easily. They delight ln self pity and thrive on remorse. 

They forget that repentence ls meaningless unless it begins with the statement 

'I am sorry' and is completed only by: an act of will. Tempted, 'we will not 

again succumb. ' Timid, 'I will not falter.' Anxious, 'we will not panic. ' Eager, 

'I will etruggle againet lust. ' Repentence is not a promise of perfection, but 

the next step up the ladder of decency. 

Yorn Klppur never fully achieve• it• purpose - yet how wonderful is this 

annual opportunity to turn the ordinary into the better, the adequate into the 

acceptable and the conalderate into the truly thoughtful. 

-30-30-30-30-30-30-30-30-



- Yorn Kippur Memorial Service 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

When a person is born all rejoice. When he dies all weep. It should 

not be so. When a person ia borl:'1 t~ere should not be rejoicing. obody knows 

what will be his destiny, whether righteous or wicked, fortunate or fated. On 

the other hadd when he dies, it ia an occasion for rejoicing if he departed with 

a good name and left the world peacefully. 

T i advice fro our Talm ud is typical of the r-ealietic and unromantic 

view our faith takes of life and death. Man enters the world with a cry and 

leaves it with a cry. On entering the world his hands are clenched as if to say: 

'The whole world is ine.' \Vhen he departs i ands are spread as if to say: 

'I can claim nothing. ' Judais n1 cautions us to accept l ife on its own term s - the 

bitter without blinking, the end without fear. We a re asked to put away all 

pretense. Death is not a long sleep. au J llf 111 en or a temporary a bsence, but 
'J 

irrevocable and irreversible. n 

Ten s trong things have been created -

A mountain is etrong but iron can break it. 

Iron ls strong but water can exinguiah it. 

The cloud• are strong but the winds can scatter them. 

The wind la atrong but the body can withstand it. 

The body la atrong but terror can break it. 

Terror la atrong but wine can aaauage it. 

Wine la atron1 but aleep can counteract it. 

De tb, however, ta atronger than all• 



f 1 
i>~d ~ ~ ~ n e I\ '- ,.. It ta the better part o wisdom to accept our morta ity an tM- time 

;-._ 

limit■ wlahh tau■ h I f 2 td on all our relationship~ In any case, we 

cannot change our ctrcum•t.ance• and to live in a wojld of pathetic fancy 

is to loose our hold on~: 1 We h~ar voices whe .. no wo ds are spoken. We 

lw 
live in the paat wlr.Ml our children and grandchl 

I\. 
s de• arately .... 

' .. , 
'\ , ~ ~ 

·" <N.",.. take life casually a~ it...Y.Q:M,.11.""'"-fiijW,M• .,,._.lllf;l9-u..in •~-~ pplywa·sting 
~ .... w i,,,•... , • ,. - .. ,. ... .,,.,,_~.,.., ... ..~ .. ,. ... 

,, , I ,~ , . r t • i 
the precioue mom~t .We add self pity to the burdens of life 

1 
Jt ·nr•.tfi!d!:!bQUr 

~ -..,.....·-~------ffl-,;..,.__,.~-------.----... -· ·"' 

W en I am dead, my dearest, 

ing no sad songs for me; 

Plant thou no roses at my head, 

Nor hady cypress-tree: 

.-
With sho ers nd de~rops wet: 

I 

And if thou wil , reme .her, 

•· 

And if thou w t,. forget. 

I shall not see the s , 

I shall not feel the ain; 

I shall not hear the nigh ngale 

Sing. on, aa if in pain: 

And d1eaming through the tw 

hat doth not rise nor set, 

ply I may remember, 

And hap· y may forget. 

1T -, 
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no rea•on why we cannot accept life with dignity and some grace. Judai m's 

' ~ 
looked death •traight on but iw-••••• ....... 18 We find in the Bible -
both, 11 Woe unto me," nd " appy the man'' - both';:,. pain and the promise of 

life. but above all the t 

the ord. '' ~ ,, \ 1,,,4 

' 'I shall not die but live and declare the works of 

,. 
D&J"-. t", Thu• . J 

Death was not to be feared since it v,as part of God's plan. The seed 

t 
permits the harvest and the harvf; t must be cut to allow for next ye r's 

r--

Death is not pain but the cessation of pain. We :A1tft eem£snto1tthat ~he we die 

the travail is ended. 

, ., 

it haa found. Here ia a father's wise restraint and patient strength - m other's 

sweet love deepenidd>y gentle wisdom - a husband's courage and concern for 

community - a wife's courage and concern for persona - a child'• eagerness 

and innocence - a friend'• loyalty and fine achievement. Memories recall 

tho•• who were vi1orou• and able and com itted. There was love and orne 

time• ecatacy - there waa accompliahment and aome times true nobility - there 
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was goodne s and aon-ie time• even saintliness. There were dark hours and 

there waa courage to carry on. Our memories remind ua that self pity is 

weakness, that thoae whom we have loved and lost prayed for our courage -

for our ability to carry on - to hare - to aid - to love. 

When I was young I was so aad ! 

I waa so sad! I did not know 

Why any living thing was glad 

When one m u t some day sorrow so. 

But now that grief has come to me 

My heart is like a bird set free. 

I always knew th t it o ld com • 

I always felt it waiting there: 

ts shadow kept y a voice d m 

And crushed m y gay oul with despair. 

But now that I hav lived 'Nith rief 

I feel an exquisite relief. 

Runners who knew their proven strength, 

Ships that have ahamed the hurricane: 

These are my brothers, and at length 

I ahall come back to joy again. 

However hard my life may be 

I know it shall not conquer me. 



' 
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